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Agriculture

Ben & Jerry’s Homemade Inc. has long marketed its social mission along with its sweet 

desserts. This year, it strengthened a program aimed at getting farmers to take better care of 

their workers, the environment and their cows. Farmers say the premiums make a difference. 

Critics say the company could do a lot more. Broadcast during Morning Edition and All 

Things Considered.

Broadcast 8/25 at 7:22am 

and 5:50pm; 7 mins 10 sec  

Agriculture

In the early days of the pandemic, the Vermont National Guard gave out food to people who 

lined up for hours to get the assistance. At first, a lot of the food packages were MREs, ready 

to eat meals that are usually made for soldiers in combat. But what if the money that paid for 

the program could instead be given to local restaurants and farmers, to feed people in the 

community who are hurting due to the coronavirus? That’s what’s happening in Brattleboro, 

and the state hopes this model can be replicated across Vermont. Broadcast during Morning 

Edition and All Things Considered.

Broadcast 8/31 at 7:22am 

and 5:50pm; 6 mins 10 sec  

Agriculture

Ben & Jerry’s Homemade Inc. has long marketed its social mission along with its sweet 

desserts. This year, it strengthened a program aimed at getting farmers to take better care of 

their workers, the environment and their cows. Farmers say the premiums make a difference. 

Critics say the company could do a lot more. Broadcast during Morning Edition and All 

Things Considered.

Broadcast at 7:22am and 

5:50pm; 7 mins 16 sec

Arts / Culture

"Black Lives Matter" has been written across the streets of cities across America in a nation-

wide call for racial justice. And while some individuals are using art to show their support for 

the movement, graffiti and vandalism have also ensued. All the while, many are grappling 

with how society should deal with racist and offensive art from its past. Broadcast during 

Vermont Edition.

Broadcast 8/5 at 12:06pm 

and 7:06pm; 46 min 45 sec
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Arts / Culture
People all across Vermont have had to be creative when it comes to getting work done while 

also social distancing during the pandemic. Musicians and recording studios are no 

exception. Vermont Edition spoke with recording studio engineers and owners from around 

the state about how they are producing music safely and efficiently during COVID-19.

Broadcast 9/4 at 12:06pm 

and 7:06pm; 45 mins

Arts / Culture

Arts organizations throughout Vermont are concerned about their survival. Perhaps nowhere 

is the struggle more severe than it is for small arts organizations in rural places, like the 

Northeast Kingdom. VPR spoke with a couple arts organization leaders there. Broadcast 

during Morning Edition and All Things Considered.

Broadcast 8/18 at 7:20am 

and 5:51pm; 7 mins 55 mins

Business / 

Economics

Back in March, Vermont’s stay-at-home order ground nearly all transportation to a halt. But 

now, Vermonters are moving around a lot more. More cars and buses are back on the roads, 

and planes are flying again, though with fewer people on board. But one form of 

transportation is still nowhere to be seen: passenger rail. VPR's Henry Epp reports. 

Broadcast during Morning Edition and All Things Considered.

Broadcast 9/28 at 7:45am 

and 5:44pm; 5 mins 47 sec

Business / 

Economics

Vermont's ski resorts employ about 13,000 people, a quarter of them year-round, and the 

$1.6 billion industry typically brings in $925 million in direct spending, plus the $675 million 

resorts spend on vendors according to Ski Vermont. The current pandemic, however, has 

been anything but typical, and across Vermont, ski resorts are taking different approaches 

for how to open for the upcoming season. Broadcast during Morning Edition and All Things 

Considered.

Broadcast 9/20 at 7:44am 

and 5:44pm; 5 mins 50 sec

Education and 

Schools

Sophie Zdatny was unanimously named Chancellor of the Vermont State College System on 

Monday by the system's board of trustees. She's been the interim leader of the colleges 

since former Chancellor Jeb Spaulding resigned in April. Zdatny spoke with VPR's Henry 

Epp during All Things Considered.

Broadcast 7/7 at 4:51pm; 8 

mins 13 sec

Education and 

Schools

There's been a dramatic spike this year in the number of families across the U.S. deciding to 

opt out of the public school system and home school their children. Vermont Edition 

examines what the numbers tell us about that trend in Vermont and talk about what home 

schooling actually entails in terms of state requirements and curriculum. Broadcast during 

Vermont Edition.
Broadcast 9/2 at 12:06 and 

7:06; 45 mins 2 sec

Health Care / Public 

Health

What do you think are some of the acceptable risk factors associated with the COVID-19 

pandemic? Would you ride in an airplane? Go to the movies? Go out to eat? This hour, we 

talk to Health Commissioner Mark Levine about these and other issues, and we also hear 

from you. Broadcast during Vermont Edition.
Broadcast 8/25 at 12:06pm 

and 7:06pm; 46 mins 8 sec

Health Care / Public 

Health

A statewide mask mandate is slated to take effect in Vermont on Saturday, Aug. 1. This 

hour, our weekly health update focuses on this and other efforts by the state to quell the 

spread of COVID-19. Plus, contact tracing: What is it and how does it work? We get a 

firsthand account of the process and answer your questions. Broadcast during Vermont 

Edition.
Broadcast 7/28 at 12:06pm 

and 7:06pm; 47 mins 42 sec
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Health Care / Public 

Health

The Vermont Department of Health is investigating a community outbreak of COVID-19 in 

Rutland County. The outbreak is linked to a private party held at Summit Lodge in Killington. 

So far, 14 have tested positive for the virus. This hour, we get an update on this and other 

COVID-19-related news from Deputy Health Commissioner Tracy Dolan, and we answer 

your questions. Broadcast during Vermont Edition.
Broadcast 9/1 at 12:06 and 

7:06; 45 mins 2 sec

Politics and 

Government 

The VPR-Vermont PBS poll released Tuesday shed light on Vermonters' feelings on the 

upcoming election. We talk with the poll director and a panel of journalists about the results, 

including Gov. Phil Scott's continued rise in popularity over his challengers and who 

Vermonters plan to vote for in the presidential election. Broadcast during Vermont Edition.

Broadcast 9/22 at 12:06pm 

and 7:06pm; 46 mins 4 sec

Politics and 

Government 

The latest VPR-Vermont-PBS Poll shows Democrat Molly Gray and Republican Scott Milne 

statistically tied for an open seat for lieutenant governor, which has emerged as Vermont's 

most hotly contested race of the 2020 election cycle. Broadcast during Morning Edition.

Broadcast 9/25 at 7:45am; 3 

mins, 45 sec 

Vermont Issues What is the state of religion in Vermont? How do Vermonters characterize their beliefs? 

Brave Little State speaks with Vermonters of different faiths on Brave Little State.

Broadcast 9/25 at 1:06pm; 17 

mins

Vermont Issues

A construction crew doing a home improvement project found something recently that has 

piqued the interest of archeologists in Burlington. They're human remains, bones that 

researchers say that have been around for a while. In fact, they say they're the remains of a 

soldier from the War of 1812 and there could be others buried nearby. The project is ongoing 

and is being overseen by the University of Vermont's Consulting Anthropology Program, with 

support from the State Division for Historic Preservation. Broadcast during Morning Edition.

Broadcast 9/24 at 7:45am; 6 

mins, 14 sec 

Wildlife / 

Environment

The Vermont Legislature has passed H.688, or the Global Warming Solutions Act, which 

would legally require the state to meet carbon emission reductions targets in the coming 

years, and allow people to sue the government if it does not meet those targets. It’s now 

awaiting Gov. Phil Scott’s signature, though he is expected to veto the act. This hour, we 

discuss this bill with legislators from both sides. Plus, we’ll hear about how similar legislation 

in Maine has played out. Broadcast during Vermont Edition.

Broadcast 9/14 at 12:06pm 

and 7:06pm, 46 min, 39 sec

Wildlife / 

Environment

We're going to talk about beetles, specifically lady beetles, in an effort to uncover the truth 

about 14 lost lady beetle species in Vermont. That effort is being done through the Vermont 

Atlas of Life project committed to mapping and monitoring Vermont's biodiversity. Broadcast 

during All Things Considered.

Broadcast 7/6 at 5:44 pm; 5 

mins 32 sec
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