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Section I. Issues

The station has identified the following topics as significant issues facing our community in this quarter:

A. Covid-19’s Community Impact/People in Need:  The Covid-19 pandemic has changed the 
landscape of who is food insecure in the WNY area. Food lines are long, with more and more 
people looking for help. Feeding America estimates in 2020 the number of food insecure people 
could rise to over 50 million people, that includes 17 million children. FeedMore WNY predicts 
over 80,000 children across Erie, Niagara, Chautauqua and Cattaraugus counties may suffer 
from food insecurity in 2020. 

B. Preventing Voter Fraud: There has been a lot of discussion about voter fraud this year, spurred 
on by President Trump. With so much misinformation circulating for months leading into the 
election.  

C. Police Reform in Buffalo:  From the BLM movement, to the much-publicized incident in Buffalo 
with 75-year-old Martin Gugino here being shoved to the ground by police with a resulting brain 
injury, Buffalo Mayor Byron Brown began the police reform initiative. The new initiatives are 
aimed at easing tensions within the community. 

D. Covid-19s Effect on Education: An estimate from McKinsey and Company suggests that, if 
schools don’t return to in-person schooling until January 2021, students could lose between 
three and 11 months of learning, depending on the quality of the remote learning. Those losses, 
it suggests, will be worse for Black, Hispanic, and low-income students. 

E. Erie County Government; Budget Cuts and the Impact of Cuts: Erie County faced budget 
shortages this year, due to Covid-19’s effects on consumers. According to the Department of 
Labor, with a shortfall of 2.3% year to year in sales tax revenue, and unemployment up year 
over year from 4.2% to 5.9%.  The Erie County government was forced to cut jobs and 
programs.

Section II. Responsive Programs

Issues and Views is a 60 minute locally produced public affairs program that airs every Sunday on 
all four stations at the following times:

WYRK and WBLK at 6:30 a.m.
WMSX and WBUF at 6:00 a.m.

Date(s) 
Aired Guests Related Issues Description of Program

10-4-20 Mark Laurrie - 
Superintendent of 
Niagara Falls Schools

Covid 19’s Effect on 
Education – direct and 
remote learning

Mr. Laurrie discussed issues facing the Buffalo 
School district and WNY in general including 
Covid-19's Temporary Closing of Maple Avenue 
School, Remote Learning, Vocational 
opportunities for High School graduates, the lack 
of substitute teachers and sports and after 
school activities.



10-11-20 Nekia Kemp, 
Executive Director - 
Police Athletic League 
of Buffalo

Covid-19, Local Law 
Enforcement & 
Community Involvement

The program centered on the PAL program, it's 
involvement in community-oriented charity, 
Buffalo Mayor Byron Brown's role as Chair the 
Board of Directors, PAL's connection with the 
City of Buffalo and the pandemic's effect on PAL 
enrollment.

10-18-20 Dr. Jeffrey Lombardo / 
MetLife Expert Brad 
Chignoli

Health and Wellness Dr. Jeffrey Lombardo, Research Asst Professor 
of Pharmacy at University of Buffalo discussed 
discuss updated chemotherapy techniques and 
how materials used are handled by healthcare 
workers and the detrimental effect to healthcare 
workers if not handled properly.  

MetLife expert Brad Chignoli spoke about Open 
Enrollment for benefits for employees. The Open 
Enrollment period was Nov 1 thru Dec 15, and 
questions you should be asking and topics to be 
evaluated before making your healthcare 
choices.

10-25-20 Karyn Reece, 
Psychic/Medium

Paranormal/Religion/The 
Occult

As a prelude to Halloween, renowned Psychic 
and Medium Karyn Reece sat down to discuss 
the paranormal how it intertwines with religion as 
well as the occult. She discussed her 
involvement/consulting with the FBI and various 
other police agencies, as a last resort in difficult 
crimes and investigations. She dispelled some 
of the popular myths around the topic and 
explored the science involved. Also talked about 
ways to view the pandemic as a part of a 
learning curve to benefit society.

11-1-20 Erie County Executive 
Mark Poloncarz

Erie County 
Government; Budget 
Cuts and the Impact of 
Cuts 

Erie County Executive Mark Poloncarz spoke 
about issues facing the county, from the 
Pandemic, to the 2021 Budget, Child Care and 
Relief to low income families

11-8-20 Sarah Johnson, CEO 
of The Teaching Lab

Covid-19, Education, 
Remote Learning 
Present and Future

Ms. Johnson elaborated on remote learning, the 
Pandemic’s effect on education, remote 
learning, the drawbacks or remote learning, 
starting from scratch in a pandemic and present 
and future application of remote learning.

11-15-20 Niagara County Sheriff 
Michael Filicetti

Michelle Martin of the 
Girl Scouts of WNY

Police Reform with The 
New Sheriff and Imaging 
and the health of Girl 
Scouts of WNY

Spoke with the newly elected Niagara County 
Sheriff to talk about Police reform, changes in 
use of force, the topic of defunding police, 
budget issues relating to COVID, and enforcing 
the Governor’s directives.

Michelle Martin, Director of Community 
Engagement for the Girl Scouts of WNY spoke 
about how the Girl Scouts have evolved to meet 
the year 2020. She also touched on the troubles 
facing the Boy Scouts and how they have not 
affected the Girl Scouts or their mission, and 



what they are doing for the girls of Western New 
York.

11-22-20 Steve Belongia, 
Special Agent-In-
Charge Buffalo FBI 
Office

Law Enforcement, 
Preventing Voter Fraud

Welcomed the new Special Agent-In-Charge of 
the Buffalo Office of the FBI. Among the topics 
discussed were how the FBI protects 
Presidential election voting, preventing foreign 
nations from stealing the COVID Vaccine and 
Challenges unique to Western New York 
(shootings up 66% according to Gov. Cuomo).

11-29-20 Catherine Shick, 
FeedMore WNY 
(Program Manager) 

Covid-19’s Community 
Impact/People in Need

The program centered on how FeedMore WNY 
helps support the community, how the pandemic 
has changed the landscape of who is food 
insecure in WNY, FeedMore WNY’s continued 
response to the pandemic and how the 
community can help.

12-6-20 Patricia Bax, Dept. of 
Health Behavior at 
Roswell Park

General Health and 
Behavior During Covid-
19

Discussed Covid-19 and the accompanying 
behaviors due to stress, boredom and other 
factors related to isolation, including but not 
limited to smoking, alcohol abuse, vaping, 
addictive behaviors and how Roswell Park can 
offer assistance in these areas.

12-13-20 Dr. Marcus Holltower - 
Windsong Radiology 
Group.

Cancer, Health Dr. Holltower discussed the importance for 
breast cancer screenings (mammography), the 
new methods/technologies involved and the 
different guidelines, ages at which one should 
start getting screened. Also discussed a grant 
from NY State for the purchase a mobile 
mammography screening center, in order to 
cover those areas in which the residents don't 
have access/the resources to get regular 
screenings. The earlier breast cancer is found, 
the better chances the patient has of a full 
recovery.

12-20-20 Molly VandenBerg, 
Google Security 
Specialist

       
Melanie McGovern, 
Communications Dir. 
BBB of WNY

Safe Online Holiday 
Shopping

Guests talked about the 2020 Holiday shopping 
season, staying secure, shopping locally, 
trending gifts, local scams, how to avoid 
phishing attempts, as well as tips on how to 
prevent identity theft.

12-27-20 Chris Hutchinson, 
Clinical Affairs Fisher 
& Paykel Healthcare 
and Dr. Joe Chow, 
President of WNY 
Immediate Care

Covid-19 Local Impact 
and New Treatments

Guests talked about new Covid-19 therapies 
and how it can be less invasive than being 
intubated or placed on a ventilator. Also 
discussed, how it has offset the demand for 
ventilators while improving patient’s outcomes 
and preserving hospital resources.


