
Issues and Programs 2nd Quarter 2021 

April 1st, 2021 – June 30th, 2021 

Stations: KKPL-FM, KMAX-FM, KTRR-FM, KUAD-FM 

 

Section I – Issues 

Townsquare Media provides its listeners with programming that addresses issues of concern 

within the Northern Colorado community. The following issues were identified by this station as 

significant issues facing our community in the second quarter of 2021.  

A: COVID-19: There are currently over 53,000 known cases of COVID-19 in Larimer and Weld 

Counties combined. 

B: Early Childhood Welfare: According to the United Way of Larimer County, the average cost of 

child care exceeds over $1,200 per child each month.  

C: Persons with Disabilities: The United States Census Bureau estimates that around 21% of 

people under the age of 65 in the Northern Colorado (Fort Collins, Loveland, Greeley) area 

suffer from a disability. In the state of Colorado, the CDC reports that 1 in 5 adults have a 

disability.  

D: Veterans: Over 18,000 veterans live in the Northern Colorado (Fort Collins, Loveland, Greeley) 

area.  

E. Poverty: According to welfareinfo.org, one out of almost six residents in Fort Collins are living in 

poverty, while the poverty rate in Colorado as a whole is 11.5%.  

F. Families in Crisis: According to the Colorado Health, almost 500,000 Coloradans are not getting 

the mental health care that they need.  

G. Domestic Violence/Child Abuse/Elder Abuse: SAVA (Sexual Assault Victims Advocacy 

Center) reports that 1 in 3 women, 1 in 3 men, and 1 in two transgender people in Colorado 

will experience sexual assault in their life. According to Realities for Children, over 5,000 

Larimer County children were abused or neglected in 2020 alone. Senioranswers.org reports 

that there are over 4,000 cases of elder abuse in Colorado each year.  

H. Blood Supply Shortage: UCHealth reports that red blood cell donations in Colorado have 

dropped by 3%, while demand has increased by almost 9%.  

I. Animal Welfare: The Northern Colorado Wildlife Center reports that 90% of animal injuries in 

Northern Colorado are caused by humans. 

J. Environmental Concerns: The City of Fort Collins reports that 80% of community members 

support climate actions and want to participate in sustainable living. 

 



 

Section II – Responsive Programming 

COVID-19 

Program:  Interview with Dr. Ebony Hilton, practicing physician at the University of Virginia-

Charlottesville 

Date: 5/30/21 

Airtime: 6:15 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Discussed the lingering questions regarding the COVID-19 vaccine, and 

addressed vaccine concerns regarding side effects and adverse reactions. Noted 

the discrepancy between income populations in regards to the vaccine, and 

encouraged listeners to get their COVID-19 vaccines.  

 

Program:  Interview with Dr. Ken Thorpe, Chairman of the Partnership to Fight Chronic 

Disease 

Date: 6/13/21 

Airtime: 6:15 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Discussed the common concerns and misconceptions surrounding the COVID-19 

vaccine, while analyzing its effectiveness on variants of the virus. Explained the 

importance of getting the vaccine and how to receive it, and reminded listeners to 

continue practicing COVID-19 precautions. 

 

Program:  Interview with Arthur Sintas, MBA, Community Impact Manager at the Institute for 

Entrepreneurship at CSU 

Date: 5/23/21 

Airtime: 6:15 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Informed listeners about the Pivot Larimer County Program, which is designed to 

help local business owners recover from the COVID-19 pandemic. Discussed the 

intricacies of the program, while providing resources for local business owners 

who may be struggling economically.  

 

 



 

Early Childhood Welfare 

Program:  Interview with Lise Harwell, coordinator of the Be Ready Fairs and the Education 

& Enrichment Director at The Matthew's House 

Date: 4/25/21 

Airtime: 6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Discussed the importance of early childhood education in regards to long-term 

development, and provided tips to help listeners with young kids with parenting. 

Informed listeners about various educational resources, and explored how the Be 

Ready Fair can aid in early childhood education.  

 

Program:  Interview with Fred Jacobs, Senior Manager of Media Relations and 

Sponsorships at Ent Credit Union and Deirdre Sullivan, President and CEO of 

United Way of Larimer County 

Date: 6/7/21 

Airtime: 6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Informed listeners about the Cars Under Stars: Tailgate for Childcare event, and 

discussed how the event will benefit early childhood education in Northern 

Colorado. Discussed the unfeasibility of early childhood costs in Northern 

Colorado, and provided resources for listeners to access affordable early 

childhood care.  

Persons With Disabilities 

Program:  Interview with Katie Dockery, Vice President of Easterseals Colorado's Northern 

Colorado Services 

Date: 4/17/21 

Airtime: 6:15 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Analyzed the effect that the pandemic has had on Easterseals, as well as their 

clients who have disabilities. Discussed ways in which the non-profit has adapted 

to the pandemic, and shined a light on what it is like to live with a disability. 

Provided ways for listeners to support the organization through donations or 

other means of support. 

 



 

Program:  Interview with Megan Murray, President of UNCO's Chapter of Best Buddies 

Date: 5/2/21 

Airtime: 6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Informed listeners about the Best Buddies program in Greeley, and discussed 

ways that it positively impacts Northern Colorado's disabled community. Explored 

the challenges that the local disabled community faces, and examined ways for 

abled people to better connect with marginalized communities.  

 

Veterans 

Program:  Interview with Major Diggs Brown, founder of Veterans Plaza, Mike Griffith, Chair 

of the Rotary Field of Honor, Nick Dunagan, co-founder and CEO of 

Health4Heroes, and Mary Scott, co-founder of Health4Heroes 

Date: 5/16/21 

Airtime: 6:15 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Informed listeners about the Memorial Day weekend events taking place in 

Veterans Plaza, while touching on the missions of the Fort Collins Breakfast 

Rotary Club and Health4Heroes. Discussed the various issues that local 

veterans face, and provided ways for listeners to assist local veterans' 

organizations.  

 

Program:  Interview with Amanda Smith, founder of Operation Veterans Blessing Veterans 

Date: 5/23/21 

Airtime: 6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Informed listeners about Operation Veterans Blessing Veterans, a future non-

profit that aims to pay it forward within the veteran community. Highlighted the 

struggles that local veterans face, and provided listeners with information about 

local Memorial Day weekend events.  

 

 

 



 

 

Poverty 

Program:  Interview with Emily Jorgensen, founder of the Grace Upon Grace Project 

Date: 4/17/21 

Airtime: 6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Defined what period poverty means, and explained how that issue is affecting 

Northern Coloradans. Discussed the causes behind period poverty — as well as 

diaper need — and provided ways for listeners to help underserved families 

within the Northern Colorado community.  

 

Program:  Interview with Amy Pezzani, CEO of the Food Bank for Larimer County and Jan 

Touslee, founder of The Nappie Project 

Date: 6/7/21 

Airtime: 6:15 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Informed listeners that the Food Bank for Larimer County was acquiring The 

Nappie Project. Discussed the prevalence of food insecurity and diaper need in 

Northern Colorado. Provided listeners with ways to help families facing poverty, 

while informing the community about food and diaper assistance resources.  

Program:  Interview with Marietta Rodriguez, CEO of NeighborWorks America 

Date: 6/27/21 

Airtime: 6:15 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Discussed the rising housing costs in Denver, and analyzed the causes behind 

these increases. Analyzed the discrepancy in housing between minorities and 

white populations, and explained how to navigate Denver's housing market in the 

midst of the COVID-19 pandemic and other financial challenges.  

 

 

 

 



 

Families in Crisis 

Program:  Interview with Marisol Jackson, founder of New Hope Youth Ranch 

Date: 5/30/21 

Airtime: 6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Informed listeners about the New Hope Youth Ranch Superheroes for Hope Gala 

and how the event benefits the community. Discussed what 'families in crisis' 

truly means, and examined how many Northern Colorado families are 

experiencing crisis situations. Providing resources for listeners in these 

situations, as well as ways for other listeners to help local families in need.  

 

Domestic Violence/Child Abuse/Elder Abuse 

Program:  Interview with Craig Secher, president and founder of Realities for Children 

Date: 4/4/21 

Airtime: 6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Informed listeners about the Realities Rooftop Raise event, while explaining the 

prevalence of child abuse in Larimer County. Explored ways for listeners to help 

children suffering from abuse, and provided warning signs for neighbors to 

lookout for in their own communities.  

 

Program:  Interview with Craig Secher, president and founder of Realities for Children  

Date: 5/16/21 

Airtime: 6 a.m.  Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Informed listeners about the Realities Ride, and discussed how the event 

benefits both children suffering from child abuse and local veterans. Updated 

listeners on the issue of child abuse in Larimer County, while providing warning 

signs and ways for listeners to help local children suffering from abuse and 

neglect.  

 

 

 



 

 

Program:  Interview with Kari Clark, Executive Director of Alternatives to Violence 

Date: 4/4/21 

Airtime: 6:15 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Informed listeners about Alternatives to Violence's 4th Annual Purple Ribbon 

Event, which benefits local victims of domestic violence. Shared stories of 

survivors of domestic violence, while providing resources to listeners who may be 

in violent situations. Explained how listeners can lessen domestic violence within 

their own communities.  

 

Program:  Interview with Kelly Osthoff, Senior Director of Programs for the Alzheimer's 

Association's Colorado Chapter 

Date: 4/25/21 

Airtime: 6:15 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Informed listeners about the Alzheimer's Association's decision to help the 

Loveland Police Department with dementia training. Explored the issues between 

dementia patients and law enforcement, while specifically focusing on the Karen 

Garner case. Explained how listeners can help dementia patients in order to 

lessen elder abuse situations.  

 

Blood Supply Shortage 

Program:  Interview with Bridget Aesoph, blood donor recruiter at UCHealth Garth Englund 

Blood Centers 

Date: 6/13/21 

Airtime: 6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Informed listeners about the blood donor shortage in Colorado, specifically 

regarding O blood types and platelet donors. Explained the importance of blood 

donations, and highlighted an upcoming blood drive that UCHelath was hosting 

at a local coffee shop.  

 

 



 

Animal Welfare 

Program:  Interview with Tallon Nightwalker, director of the Northern Colorado Wildlife 

Center 

Date: 6/27/21 

Airtime: 6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Discussed incidences of human/wildlife interactions in Northern Colorado, and 

discussed ways to reduce these harmful interactions. Explained ways for 

listeners to safely help local injured wildlife, and informed listeners about the 

Northern Colorado Wildlife Center's rehabilitation and rescue services.  

 

Environmental Concerns 

Program:  Interview with Jeff Stahla, Public Information Officer at Northern Water 

Date: 5/2/21 

Airtime: 6:15 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Informed listeners about the new Northern Colorado Chimney Hollow Reservoir 

Project. Debunked rumors that the project would harm the local environment, and 

explored ways that the project is actually environmentally beneficial for Northern 

Colorado. Analyzed the project's economic impact, while providing listeners with 

resources to learn more about the project.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


