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3rd Quarter 2016 

CORE ISSUES 

ABC7 gave significant coverage to the following community issues and concerns arising in the 
third quarter of 2016: 

1. Presidential Race 

2. Police Shootings

3. Wildfires

4. Police Pursuits

5. Los Angeles Rams’ Impact on the LA community

The station’s coverage of these core issues is detailed in the next section of this report. 

ABC7 - CORE ISSUES COVERAGE 
3rd Quarter 2016 
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PRESIDENTIAL RACE 

Eyewitness News. 
Air Dates:  July 5, 6, 8, 12, 14, 15, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28 and 29. 
August 3, 8, 10, 15, 19, 22, 23 and 31. 
September 5, 22, 26 and 27.

Total coverage: 7 Hours 30 Minutes 

ABC7 Eyewitness News reported on the presidential race to the White House, sending reporters 
to both the Republican and Democratic National Conventions.  Anchor David Ono covered the 
Republican Convention in Cleveland, anchoring daily coverage 3:00 pm through 11 pm while 
reporter Elex Michaelson reports live for the morning news.  Then, anchor Marc Brown covered 
the Democratic Convention in Philadelphia with Elex Michelson once again reporting live for 
the morning news.  The station also expanded daily coverage during that time with special 
editions of Eyewitness News 10-11 pm Monday-Thursday during both weeks.   ABC7 also 
featured many political guests to offer their opinion on not only how the two candidates were 
doing in the polls, but were asked on how they were dealing with a wide variety of topics, 
including issues such as immigration, race relations and the diverse population.  The 3 pm 
newscasts featured many of these guests.

POLICE SHOOTINGS 

Eyewitness News. 
Air Dates:  July 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 19 and 28.
August 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 19, 22, 24, 26, 27 and 30. 
September 5, 6, 8, 9, 11, 13, 20, 21 and 30.

Total Coverage: 2 Hours 24 Minutes 

ABC7 Eyewitness News reported on the numerous police shootings both here in the Los Angeles 
area as well as got local reaction to shootings that took place around the country.  ABC7 covered 
Officer Involved Shootings that took place in OC - Fullerton, Rosalia, Castaic, Lennox, Boyle 
Heights, Hollywood, OC - Anaheim, Compton, Long Beach, Lomita, the Inland Empire – Colton 
and Norwalk.  ABC7 also covered demonstrations and local protests of the killings in Louisiana 
and Minnesota, the Dallas shootings as well as the controversial police commission ruling on a 
fatal officer involved shooting that took place last year.  One of the more notable incidents 
involved the fatal shooting of a fourteen year old suspect, Jesse Romero, in Boyle Heights.   
LAPD gang enforcement officers had responded to a call of possible vandalism when they gave 
chase near Breed Street and Cesar Chavez around 6pm on August 9th.  Those officers opened 
fire after they said the suspect pulled a gun from his waistband.  The suspect sustained a fatal 
gunshot wound to the chest.  Police said a hand gun had been recovered at the scene and a 
witness said he saw the boy shooting at police, before an officer opened fire.  The LAPD has 
declined to say whether Romero belonged to a gang, citing their ongoing investigation, but social 
media tributes to the boy featured gang signs and names.  Residents and community activists 
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held a rally and protested outside the LAPD Hollenbeck station.  Activists want the officers 
involved to be punished for the shooting.

WILDFIRES 

Eyewitness News 
Air Dates:  July 2, 3, 9, 10, 11, 12, 16, 19, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30 and 31.
August 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 22, 23, 29, 30 and 31.

Total Coverage: 21 Hours 58 Minutes 

ABC7 Eyewitness News reported extensively on the numerous wildfires that rages through 
California in July and August.  The wildfire season starts earlier and earlier each year, partially 
due to the drought that has gripped the state for over five years.  Over eight and a half hours of 
coverage was devoted to the Sand Fire in Santa Clarita alone, edged out only by the Blue Cut 
Fire in the San Bernardino National Forest with over nine hours of coverage.  

The Sand Fire torched 41,432 acres and destroyed 18 structures in its path in the areas of Sand 
Canyon, Bear Divide and Little Tujunga, and was threatening thousands of others.  The fire 
threatened over 10,000 buildings, resulting in the evacuation of 20,000 people from communities 
of Sand Canyon, Placerita Canyon, Soledad Canyon, and Acton.  Foothill communities and Agua 
Dulce were prepped for evacuation.  The public was affected by the fire in other ways as well: 
Southern California Edison powerlines and poles were damaged, causing power outages; 
Highway 14 was closed for two days and several other roads were either closed to everyone or 
closed to nonresidents; Metrolink was shut down for two days; and the Angeles National Forest 
closed the Magic Mountain Wilderness Area and all Forest Service roads and trails in and near 
the fire.  

The Blue Cut Fire in San Bernardino County exploded in size very quickly, spreading within a 
matter of two days to more than 35,000 acres.  During the course of the fire fight, railroad lines, 
local roads, highway 138 and Interstate 15 were closed along with a large evacuation area that 
included Lytle Creek, Wrightwood, Summit Valley, Baldy Mesa, Phelan and Oak Hills.  At the 
peak of the battle to control this blaze there were 2,684 personnel actively involved in the fight to 
contain the Blue Cut Fire. These personnel have come from all over the nation to help with this 
firefight.

POLICE PURSUITS 

Eyewitness News. 
Air Dates:  August 1, 8, 10, 26, 27, 29 and 30.
September 5, 6, 7, 13, 14, 15, 16, 20, 26, 28 and 29.
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Total Coverage: 7 Hours 16 Minutes 

ABC7 Eyewitness News devoted over seven hours of coverage to police pursuits.  Fleeing suspect 
offenses include:  burglary, vandalism, drunk driving, parole violations and stolen vehicles.  
Most were high speed chases and in a few instances, resulted in the death of the suspect.  One of 
the most bizarre pursuits ended with the suspect surrendering at a gas station.  The man gave up 
in Kern County shortly after pulling up to the pump.  Officers had been following him closely 
until they lost him in a dust storm.  That pursuit lasted more than two hours and spanned more 
than 100 miles.   In another instance, a Victorville man led police on a 150-mile pursuit through 
the high desert in a stolen big rig.  The suspect surrendered and is facing felony charges from the 
chase that started north of Apple Valley and ended nearly three hours later at a rest stop in 
Whitewater,  just outside the Coachella valley.  There was some concern the semi contained 
hazardous waste.   But the hazmat team found corrosive oils inside, and nothing explosive.

LOS ANGELES RAMS’ IMPACT ON THE LA COMMUNITY

Eyewitness News. 
Air Dates:  July 18 and 29.
August 3, 9, 10, 12, 13 and 31.
September 22.

Total Coverage: 1 Hour 52 Minutes. 

The Rams officially returned to the greater Los Angeles area for the 2016 NFL season. The 
organization called Los Angeles home from 1946-1994.  Business development is already 
happening near the future Rams stadium in Inglewood.   The new Hollywood Park Casino opens 
and they are excited that they will get business from the new Rams stadium, which will include a 
luxury hotel, retail space and 3,000 apartments and townhouses.  ABC7 Eyewitness News 
covered the story when thousands of people turned up for a hiring event at the Expo Center for a 
chance to work the Rams home games.  The station also followed the Rams as they went out and 
met their new fans in the LA community:  the team hosted a Make-A-Wish fundraiser in West 
Hollywood; their cheerleaders and staff members made a cookout-style dinner for young medical 
patients and their families who are staying at the Ronald McDonald house in L.A.; the team 
hosted NFL Play 60, a camp put on by the NFL and Hall of Fame Antony Munoz. The camp is 
designed to give back to some 350 local youth ranging from ages 9 to 13.


