
WMMT Community Affairs Log 
October-December 2016 

The following programming was produced at WMMT, by station staff, except as noted. 
 

October 10, 2016 - 1800 12 minutes 
In this episode of Mountain News & World Report, WMMT’s news magazine, we begin in 1950s 
Knoxville, TN at the Fellowship House Summer-Day Camp, one of the first successful attempts at 
racially integrating activities for children. This effort was dreamed of by community members and 
brought to fruition by those same people. WMMT contributor Beth Bingman attended the camp as a 
child, and brings us this story. 
 
October 13, 2016 - 1630 6 minutes 
Coal Report is a regular, weekly WMMT news segment featuring the most pertinent roundup of news 
from throughout the local, national, and international coal industry. A review of records by NPR and the 
Ohio Valley ReSource finds that billionaire coal operator and West Virginia gubernatorial candidate Jim 
Justice’s companies owe more than twelve million dollars in county, state, and federal taxes. Justice’s 
companies also owe over two million dollars in delinquent fines for mine safety violations–the most of 
any coal operator in the country–and have left mine lands in disrepair.  Benny Becker reports from eastern 
Kentucky, where officials and residents are dealing with the debts and damaged land that Justice has left 
behind. 
 
October 25, 2016 - 1800 60 minutes 
In this episode of Mountain Talk Monday, host Kelli Haywood interviews author Willie Dalton from 
Duffield, VA about her debut novel – Three Witches in a Small Town.  The pair talk of second sight, 
herbal cures, divining, prayers of protection, publishing with a small press, and much more. 
 
November 2, 2016 - 1630 6 minutes 
Coal Report is a regular, weekly WMMT news segment featuring the most pertinent roundup of news 
from throughout the local, national, and international coal industry.  This week’s report features 
information on the U.S. Energy Information Administration’s predictions for coal production.  Also, 
WVPB’s Ashton Marra reports on the appeal by former Massey Energy CEO Don Blankenship. 
Blankenship was convicted in 2015 of conspiring to violate federal mine safety laws in connection with a 
2010 disaster at a West Virginia mine. 
 
November 4, 2016 - 1800 13 minutes 
In this episode of Mountain News & World Report, we are taking a deeper look at what the people of 
Appalachia want for their lives and their communities. For our first story, Kelli Haywood takes us to a 
community that was known as Jackhorn until about 1920. That’s when a coal camp was built and the 
surrounding area was renamed for Alexander Julian Hemphill of Hemphill and Associates, a Wall Street 
firm that financed Elk Horn Coal Company operations.  In the little town of Hemphill, Kelli found a 
group of volunteers working to bring some liveliness into their community, with a little help from their 
friends. 
 



November 22, 2016 - 1800 60 minutes 
Carrie Mullins joins host Kelli Haywood in WMMT studios for this edition of Mountain Talk Monday. 
Carrie’s debut novel, Night Garden, was released by the Lexington small publisher Old Cove Press in 
2015. In Night Garden, Carrie tackles the issue of substance misuse and addiction in Appalachia from the 
eyes of 17 year old Marie Massey. Through Marie’s pursuit of independence and individual identity, 
Carrie allows the reader an inside experience with one family’s struggles to maintain livelihood and life in 
the face of drugs. Kelli speaks with Carrie about the process of writing her book, the realities of the 
Appalachian experience with addiction, solutions, and the importance of literature tackling the hardest 
issues working in our communities. 
 
December 5, 2016 - Various times 10 minutes 
WMMT is excited to share our newest Special Feature which will be heard in Mountain News & World 
Report, Mountain Talk, Morning Dispatch and more…  Central Appalachia Wonders (CAW): You ask 
the questions that have been on your mind about the Central Appalachian region – WMMT listening area, 
and together we can find the answers.  If your question is chosen for a segment, you can be involved in 
reporting as much or as little as you’d like, and we’ll broadcast the answer on-air.  Those listeners who 
have a question chosen will also receive a WMMT t-shirt for their contribution. 

For our first segment, CAW received a question from John Skaggs: 

What is driving the problem with rural road erosion we are seeing in East Kentucky? Construction 
technique, maintenance schedule, weather? 

WMMT’s Kelli Haywood sat down with Jason Forson, Assistant Professor of Physics and Astronomy at 
Southeast Kentucky Community & Technical College, and Mike Hansel, Environmental Manager with a 
Regional Energy Company, to dive into the possible answers to John’s question. 

December 6, 2016 - 1800 60 minutes 
If you’re on social media like us, you’ve likely heard about Standing Rock — the Dakota Access Pipeline 
and the water protectors who are working to stop it. We set out to educate ourselves on what’s going on 
and how we’re connected here in the mountains.  For this edition of Mountain Talk Monday, we speak 
with Crystal Willcuts Cole, a Lakota woman living in Big Stone Gap, VA, with connections to Standing 
Rock; DL Hamilton and Karan Ireland, from Charleston, WV, both of whom recently returned from 
Standing Rock; and Christopher Boulay, a military veteran from Evarts, KY, who is in voluntary 
deployment to Standing Rock with thousands of other veterans. We also bring you a song from the camp 
and the latest on yesterday’s Army Corps of Engineers announcement and the response from Energy 
Transfer Partners (who own the pipeline).  Join your hosts, WMMT Community Correspondents Tanya 
Turner, Jonathan Hootman, and Elizabeth Sanders for Mountain Talk Monday: Standing Rock. 
 
December 13, 2016 - 1800 60 minutes 
For this episode of Mountain Talk Monday, WMMT brings you Anthony Flaccavento’s recent book talk 
held at the University of Virginia at Wise.  His book Building a Healthy Economy from the Bottom Up: 
Harnessing Real-World Experience for Transformative Change was published this year by the University 
of Kentucky Press and features six components to building a sustainable economy in regions going 



through the worst economic hardship.  Flaccavento highlights those six components in his talk and gives 
real world examples of their effectiveness in communities across the country.  
 


