
Here follows a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by Station KBIA, 
Columbia, Missouri along with the most significant programming treatment of those 
issues for the period October, 2021 through December, 2021.  The listing is by no means 
exhaustive.  The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or 
significance.

1.  “Missouri Hospital Leaders Hopeful as Medicaid Expansion Gets Underway”
Local In-Depth Health Coverage
October 6, 2021
Aired at 4:44pm
3:59
More than 17,000 Missourians have applied for Medicaid since a judge ordered 
the state to implement voter approved expansion in August. The shift could be a 
boon for hospitals, which often care for people who are uninsured. Hospital 
leaders are broadly optimistic about expansion, but the road ahead isn’t exactly 
straightforward.

2. “In-School Flu Shot Clinics Pave the Way for Vaccinating Kids under Twelve Against 
COVID”

Local In-Depth Health coverage
 November 3, 2021

Aired during Morning Edition and All Things Considered 
3:59
The Food and Drug Administration voted to recommend the COVID vaccine for 
kids ages 5-11 on Tuesday, and while the shot – COVID-19 vaccines – is new, the 
idea of immunizing our community’s youngest learners is not. In fact, 
Columbia/Boone County Public Health and Human Services runs an in-school flu 
vaccine program that’s uniquely positioned to hit the ground running once 
COVID-19 doses become available. They’ve been offering this service for 13 
years.

3. “Researchers and Student Scientists Look to Missouri Lakes for Clues about the 
Impact of Climate Change”

Local In-Depth Reporting 
December 23, 2021
Aired during Morning Edition and All Things Considered
3:59
Sitting in the middle of Cosmo-Bethel park across from Rock Bridge High 
School, Bethel Lake hosts an entire ecosystem that could hold clues about the 
future of climate change in mid-Missouri. That’s what brought Gregory 
Kirchhofer’s environmental science class out to the park on a warm fall day.

4. “Gas Tax Brass Tacks: What Drove Missouri’s First Fuel Tax Increase in 25 Years”
Local News Talk Show
October 7, 2021

https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/missouri-medicaid-expansion-brings-quality-essential-health-coverage-more-275000-missourians


Aired at 12:00pm
4:00
Last Friday marked a noteworthy day at the gas pump in Missouri. For the first 
time in 25 years, the state’s fuel tax — a critical revenue source for transportation 
infrastructure — is increasing. In that time period, the tax rate has remained 
stagnant, causing the quality of Missouri’s roads and bridges to flounder as 
inflation torpedoed the purchasing power of the tax revenue.

5. “Health Official Urges Missourians to Get Their COVID-19 and Flu Vaccines as Soon 
as Possible.

Local Health coverage
October 28, 2021
Aired during Morning Edition and All Things Considered
1:29
There’s been a lot of information this past year about the COVID vaccines and 
now, the COVID boosters, but as we enter flu season, that may be creating some 
confusion about – the flu shot. Sara Humm, the public information specialist for 
Columbia/Boone County Public Health & Human Services, said the flu season 
typically reaches its peak by November and lasts through February, which is why 
she and other health officials are recommending that people get their flu shots by 
the end of October – even if they’ve received their COVID vaccines and booster.


