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I.Education/Schools/Youth

PBS Newshour, N 11/04/19, 11:30pm, 60 min.
A college admissions scandal involving several celebrities has cast an ugly spotlight on how entry into higher 
education can be gamed. Standardized tests like the ACT and SAT are a key point in the saga, and they now 
face renewed scrutiny over their value — and their correlation to economic background. John Yang reports 
and talks to Jeff Selingo, author of several books on higher education.

College Behind Bars, N 11/28/19, 3am, 120 min.
“Parts Three & Four” – The students embark on yearlong senior projects. The prison debate team faces West 
Point and Harvard. Some students face the realities of going home. Bachelor’s and associate degrees are 
awarded on graduation day.

PBS Newshour, N 11/18/19, 11:30pm, 60 min.
The FBI reports that hate crime violence in the U.S. is at a 16-year high. The U.S. Commission on Civil 
Rights, meanwhile, says the highest percentage of hate incidents since the 2016 election occurred in 
elementary and secondary schools. Special correspondent Charlayne Hunter-Gault takes a look at how this 
problem has manifest in northwest Oregon -- and what tool teachers are using to intervene.

II. Housing/Urban Development

Retro Report on PBS, N 10/22/19, 9pm, 60 min.
Discover the lessons from a 1970s public housing experiment. 

Independent Lens, N 11/06/19, 3am, 60 min.
“Decade of Fire” – In an underknown piece of New York history, the South Bronx looked like a war zone 
after an epidemic of fires in the 1970s. It was up to Vivian Vazquez and other community leaders to save 
their neighborhoods. Abandoned by landlords and city officials, buildings burned almost continuously from 
an estimated forty fires a day that razed 80% of area housing stock and displaced a half million residents. 
With the help of fellow survivors, Vivian tells the story of the brave advocates who banded together amidst 
the rubble and built a better future for their children.



III.  Public Safety/Crime/Justice

PBS Newshour, N 10/01/19, 11pm, 60 min.
The number of horrific images of sexual abuse against children being posted on the Internet has exploded in 
recent years. A New York Times investigation found that technology platforms like Facebook and Google 
reported some 45 million videos and photos last year — more than double the amount from the year before. 
Amna Nawaz discusses the problem with Donna Rice Hughes of Enough Is Enough.

PBS Newshour, N 11/01/19, 11pm, 60 min.
Monday marked a milestone in the House impeachment inquiry, as almost 500 pages’ worth of transcripts 
from two of the investigation’s closed-door witness depositions were publicly released. Lisa Desjardins, Nick 
Schifrin and Yamiche Alcindor join Amna Nawaz to discuss new details revealed by the testimonies of 
former Amb. Marie Yovanovitch and former State Department official Michael McKinley.

To the Contrary with Bonnie Erbe, N 11/03/19, 6:30am, 30 min. 
A new report from Representative Carolyn Maloney and the Joint Economic Committee indicates that gun 
violence costs the U.S. $229 billion a year. Hear Rep. Maloney talk more about the cost of gun violence.

IV. Needs of Special Interest Groups

Retro Report on PBS, N 10/29/19, 1pm, 60 min.
“Episode Seven” – Understand immigration controversies that echo the past. 

POV, N 10/23/19, 3:30am, 90 min.
“Blowin’ Up” – Working within a broken criminal justice system, a team of rebel heroines work to change 
the way women arrested for prostitution are prosecuted. With intimate camerawork that lingers on details and 
brings the Queens criminal courtroom to life, Blowin' Up celebrates acts of steadfast defiance, even as it 
reveals the hurdles these women must face.

Firing Line with Margaret Hoover, N 10/18/19, 9pm, 30 min.
Civil rights activist Bryan Stevenson joins Firing Line to discuss race in America, the legacy of slavery, and 
his work defending death row prisoners. He also discusses creating The National Memorial for Peace and 
Justice to honor the victims of lynching, and the upcoming Hollywood movie based on his memoir, Just 
Mercy.

V. Employment/Unemployment/Poverty 

PBS Newshour, N 10/03/19, 11pm, 60 min.



A national strike by the United Auto Workers is now in its 18th day. The walkout of 46,000 employees 
affects more than 50 General Motors sites, and although the two sides continue to talk and are said to be 
making progress, several key issues remain to be resolved. 

PBS Newshour, N 11/28/19, 11pm, 60 min.
Our research into never-before-public injury records from 23 Amazon warehouses across the country 
indicates most had injury rates higher than the industry average. One particular incident in Indiana raises 
questions about how regulators and government officials deal with potential safety violations at the global 
company. 

PBS Newshour, N 11/20/19, 11pm, 60 min.
More than 700 million people across the globe live on extremely low wages. This year, a trio of economists 
won the Nobel Prize for their work on addressing global poverty, using randomized control trials to test and 
improve social policy. Economics correspondent Paul Solman talks to two of those winners, husband-and-
wife duo Abhijit Banerjee and Esther Duflo, about their work.

VI. Environment/Ecology

Firing Line with Margaret Hoover, N 10/04/19, 9pm, 30 min.
Science educator Bill Nye joins Firing Line to discuss the science and impact of climate change. The former 
host of Bill Nye the Science Guy talks about the role of innovation, investment, policy and education in 
addressing the problem. Nye also explains why he debates climate change skeptics and evolution deniers.

Amanpour and Company, N 10/08/19, 6am, 60 min.
Climate activists Jack Harries and Farhana Yamin explain their work with protest group Extinction 
Rebellion. 

PBS Newshour, N 11/26/19, 11pm, 60 min.
In the U.S., 30 to 40 percent of food produced never makes it to a dining table. Much of that waste ends up in 
landfills. But some companies are pursuing new techniques to reduce and redistribute surplus -- plus process 
discarded food in environmentally friendly, sustainable ways that will reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 
NPR’s Allison Aubrey reports from California, which is leading the charge.

VII. Medical and Mental Health/Social Services

PBS Newshour, N 10/29/19, 11pm, 60 min.



U.S. racial and ethnic diversity is ever increasing, but the medical representation of minority groups is not. A 
recent review of government-funded cancer research studies found that participants were disproportionately 
white, and fewer than 2 percent of these clinical trials focused on minorities specifically. 

PBS Newshour, N 11/22/19, 11pm, 60 min.
Nearly 6 million Americans currently live with Alzheimer’s disease, and the number continues to rise. For 
many, this terminal diagnosis represents the start of a life with limitations. But as a program called 
Contemporary Journeys shows, it's a life that can still offer both great joy and meaningful experiences – 
through the power of art. 

PBS Newshour, N 11/06/19, 11pm, 60 min.
Health care is a top 2020 political issue. Democratic candidates are debating whether to build upon the 
Affordable Care Act, or 'Obamacare,' or replace it with Medicare for All. Meanwhile, President Trump wants 
to dismantle the ACA entirely. As millions of Americans enter the time of year when they choose their health 
plans, Amna Nawaz gets the latest from Margot Sanger-Katz of The New York Times.

VIII. Economy/Business

PBS Newshour, N 10/30/19, 11pm, 60 min.
Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg’s recent public defense of allowing political ads on his platform -- even 
those containing false claims -- drew substantial scrutiny. Now, the CEO of fellow social media giant Twitter 
says it will stop running political ads in November. John Yang talks to Politico’s Nancy Scola about the 
reasoning, the reaction and the potential implications for other tech companies.

To the Contrary with Bonnie Erbe, N 10/27/19, 6:30am, 30 min. 
Rep. Pramila Jayapal (D-WA) talks to us about her vision for America concerning Medicare for All, 
immigration, minimum wage, and other issues.

PBS Newshour, N 12/12/19, 11pm, 60 min.
Americans spend more on prescription drugs than any other country in the world: about $1,200 per person 
every year. One in four say the cost is problematic, and some say they haven’t taken their medicine as 
directed as a result. In Congress, both parties are looking to address the problem -- but with different 
approaches. 

IX. Family/Morality/Religion

Frontline, N 11/14/19, 3am, 60 min.



“Kids Caught in the Crackdown” – Exposing the traumatic stories of migrant children detained under 
Trump's immigration policies. An investigation with The Associated Press into the mass confinement of 
migrant children.

Amanpour and Company, N 11/03/19, 9:30am, 60 min.
Religion scholar Karen Armstrong sits down with Christiane Amanpour to tell her amazing life journey from 
religious nun to secular scripture expert.

PBS Newshour, N 10/23/19, 11pm, 60 min.
The concept of orphanages has long been considered outdated in developed countries. In the developing 
world, however, these institutions still house hundreds of thousands of children. But the surprising reality is 
that the parents of most of these children are actually still alive. 

END REPORT


