
South Carolina Public Radio Community Issues List

First Quarter 2019 – January, February, March

Health Focus

Mondays 6:45 a.m., 8:45 a.m., Tuesdays 1:33 p.m., Wednesdays 
9:30 a.m. (WNSC-FM, WRJA-FM, WJWJ-FM, WHMC-FM, WLJK-FM) 2:30 
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Saturdays 8:35 a.m., Sundays 5:35 p.m.

Shows listed in reverse play order.

All shows 4:00 (Four Minutes) in length.

Depression in Older Adult

By Bobbi Conner • Mar 26, 2019 

This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. William Moran about the diagnosis and 
treatment of depression during the older adult years. Dr. Moran is the 
McKnight Professor of Aging Research and Director of the Division of General 
Internal Medicine and Geriatrics at MUSC.

Parent Child Interaction Therapy (PCIT) to Help With Disruptive Behaviors

By Alfred Turner • Mar 25, 2019  

This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Kerrie Murphy about Parent Child 
Interaction Therapy (PCIT); a behavioral therapy and parent-training 
program, which is often used to help young children with disruptive 
behaviors. Dr. Murphy is a Clinical Assistant Professor of Psychiatry and a 
Clinical Psychologist in the Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral 
Sciences at MUSC.

Pre-Diabetes in Adults 

By Alfred Turner • Mar 19, 2019 

This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Elisha Brownfield about 
prediabetes.  Dr. Brownfield is an Associate Professor of Internal Medicine at 
MUSC. 

Oral Microbiome

By Alfred Turner • Mar 18, 2019 
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This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Michael Schmidt about the 
microbiome that exists inside the human mouth, and how it impacts oral 
health and general health.   Dr. Schmidt is a Professor in the College of 
Dental Medicine and in the Department of Microbiology, Immunology & 
Stomatology at MUSC. Dr. Schmidt is also one of the hosts of a podcast 
called This Week in Microbiology.

Age Related Hearing Loss & New Technology for Hearing Aids

By Bobbi Conner • Mar 12, 2019 

This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Kimberly Orr about age related 
hearing loss and new options in hearing aids.  Dr. Orr is the Director of 
Audiology at MUSC. 

Neuropathology

By Bobbi Conner • Mar 11, 2019 

This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Steven Carroll about the role that 
neuropathology plays in the diagnosis and treatment of brain and spinal cord 
diseases.  Dr. Carroll is the Chair of the Department of Pathology and 
Laboratory Medicine and Director of the Hollings Cancer Center Biorepository 
at MUSC.

Healthy Sleep Routine in First Year of Life

By Bobbi Conner • Mar 5, 2019  

This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Rachel Zweigoron about healthy sleep 
routines for infants, in the first year of life.   Dr. Zweigoron is an Assistant 
Professor of Pediatrics and a Pediatrician at MUSC Children’s Health.

Survivors Fit Club (Breast Cancer Survivors)

By Bobbi Conner • Mar 4, 2019  

This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Jennifer Harper about a fitness and 
wellness program for breast cancer survivors.  Dr. Harper is a radiation 
oncologist at Hollings Cancer Center and she is also the founder of the 
Survivors Fit Club at MUSC. 

Polypharmacy & Older Adults

By Bobbi Conner • Feb 26, 2019 
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This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Russell Blackwelder about the 
challenges of managing multiple chronic conditions and multiple medications 
during the older adult years. Dr. Blackwelder is an Assistant Professor and 
the Director of Geriatric Education for the Department of Family Medicine at 
MUSC.

Grief and Coping after Miscarriage

By Bobbi Conner • Feb 25, 2019 

This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Connie Guille about grief and coping 
after a miscarriage, and what family, friends and professionals can do to 
help.   Dr. Guille is the Director of the Women’s Reproductive Behavioral 
Health Program at MUSC. 

Meningococcal Disease & Prevention Teens and Young Adults

By Bobbi Conner • Feb 19, 2019  

This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Terry Dixon about protecting teens 
and young adults from meningococcal disease.  Dr. Dixon is an Assistant 
Professor of Pediatrics and a Pediatric Infectious Disease Specialist at MUSC 
Children’s Health.

Nurse Scientists

By Bobbi Conner • Feb 18, 2019 

This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Susan Newman about the education, 
training and day to day responsibilities of Nurse Scientists.   Dr. Newman is 
the Director of the Ph.D. in Nursing Science Program in the College of 
Nursing at MUSC.

Parenting Strategies to Help Prevent Teen Addiction

By Bobbi Conner • Feb 12, 2019 

This week Bobbi Conner talks with Sue King about why teens are especially 
vulnerable to addiction to alcohol and drugs and what parents can do to help 
prevent addiction.  Ms. King is a Clinical Instructor of Child and Adolescent 
Psychiatry in the Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences at MUSC.

Identifying Patients at Increased Risk of Pancreatic Cancer

By Bobbi Conner • Feb 11, 2019  
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This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Gregory Cote about identifying 
patients at increased risk of pancreatic cancer due to certain genetic 
syndromes.  Dr. Cote is a Professor of Medicine in the Division of 
Gastroenterology and Hepatology at MUSC.

Immunizations for Older Adults

By Bobbi Conner • Feb 5, 2019  

This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Elisha Brownfield about specific 
vaccinations that are recommended to prevent infectious disease and 
complications in older adults.  Dr. Brownfield is an Associate Professor of 
Internal Medicine at MUSC.

Research Related to Epigenetics and Substance Use Disorder

By Bobbi Conner • Feb 4, 2019 

This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Christopher Cowan about research 
underway to better understand the role of epigenetics in substance use 
disorder and relapse.  Dr. Cowan is the William E. Murray SmartState 
Endowed Chair in Neuroscience at MUSC.

Mental Health Care Needs of Children after Pediatric Traumatic Injury

By Bobbi Conner • Jan 29, 2019 

This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Leigh Ridings about addressing the 
mental health care needs of children (and their caregivers) following a 
pediatric traumatic injury and hospitalization. Dr. Ridings is a Clinical 
Psychologist and a Postdoctoral Fellow at MUSC.

Parkinson’s Disease & Exercise

By Bobbi Conner • Jan 28, 2019 

This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Marian Dale about specific exercise 
routines that can help patients who have Parkinson’s disease.   Dr. Dale is an 
Assistant Professor of Neurology and a Neurologist in the Movement 
Disorders Program at MUSC.

Dietary Supplements

By Bobbi Conner • Jan 22, 2019 
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This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Bernadette Marriott about and dietary 
supplements.  Dr. Marriott is a Professor Emeritus in the Departments of 
Medicine and Psychiatry at MUSC, and earlier in her career she was the 
Founding Director of the Office of Dietary Supplements at the National 
Institutes of Health. 

Preventing Birth Defects

By Bobbi Conner • Jan 21, 2019 

This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Christopher Goodier about preventing 
birth defects.   Dr. Goodier is an Assistant Professor of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology at MUSC.

Mental Health Services and Access for Underserved Populations

By Bobbi Conner • Jan 15, 2019 

This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Rosaura Orengo-Aguayo about mental 
health care services and access, for underserved populations.  Dr. Orengo-
Aguayo is an Assistant Professor and bilingual licensed Clinical Psychologist 
at the National Crime Victims Research and Treatment Center at MUSC. 

Strategies for Long-Term Recovery from Alcohol Use Disorder 

By Bobbi Conner • Jan 14, 2019 

This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Joshua Smith about strategies for long-
term recovery from alcohol use disorder.  Dr. Smith is an Associate Professor 
of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences and he is the Clinical Director of the 
Center for Drug and Alcohol Programs in the Addiction Sciences Division at 
MUSC.

Teens and E-Cigarettes

By Bobbi Conner • Jan 8, 2019 

This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Kevin Gray about the health risks to 
teens and preteens who are using e-cigarettes.  Dr. Gray is a Professor and 
Director of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, in the Department of Psychiatry 
and Behavioral Sciences at MUSC.

Alcohol Use Disorder and Treatment

By Bobbi Conner • Jan 7, 2019 
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This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Sarah Book about alcohol use disorder 
and treatment.  Dr. Book is a Professor of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences 
and Medical Director of the Center for Drug and Alcohol Programs in the 
Division of Addiction Sciences at MUSC.

http://academicdepartments.musc.edu/psychiatry/addiction-sciences/faculty/book-sarah.html


South Carolina Business Review

@ 7:51 a.m., Monday thru Friday

All shows 5:50 in length

Shows listed in reverse order

Moore School Celebrates 100 Years

By Mike Switzer • Mar 29, 2019 Business degrees continue to rank high in 
popularity among today’s college students, which makes our next guest 
optimistic about the future for his institution as it celebrates its 100th 
anniversary this year.

Mike Switzer interviews Peter Brews, dean of the Darla Moore School of 
Business at the University of SC in Columbia.

Connecting Students with Opportunities

By Mike Switzer • Mar 28, 2019 

Although South Carolina continues to receive bad press on national 
education rankings, our next guest says there’s more to these students than 
just test scores.  Which is why he has created an online platform connecting 
students and young professionals with opportunities for college scholarships, 
apprentice programs, jobs, and mentors.

Mike Switzer interviews Casey Welch, president and CEO of Tallo in Mt. 
Pleasant, SC.

Connecting Your Business to Your Retirement Plan

By Mike Switzer • Mar 27, 2019 

Regardless of their age, the majority of business owners have this in 
common: their business is usually their largest investment.  Which is why our 
next guest says he continues to be surprised at many business owners’ lack 
of connecting their business to their retirement planning.

Mike Switzer interviews Wayne Jones, a senior advisor with Pendleton Street 
Business Advisors in Columbia, SC.

New vs. Used Cars

By Mike Switzer • Mar 26, 2019 
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Spring is right around the corner which makes a lot of us think of spring 
cleaning, out with the old and in with the new.  And for some of us that may 
mean a new car or just a newer car, which our next guest says can bring 
about a common car buyer’s dilemma: “Should I buy a new car or used car?”

Mike Switzer interviews John Cooper, a certified financial planner with 
Greenwood Capital in Greenwood, SC.

SC Business Update from Alan Cooper

By Mike Switzer • Mar 25, 2019 

An update of the news, events and issues that are trending right now across 
South Carolina's business community.

Mike Switzer interviews Alan Cooper, founder and editor of three online 
business news websites in South Carolina: MidlandsBiz, UpstateBizSC, and 
LowCountryBizSC.

Helping the Mentally Disadvantaged With Employment

By Mike Switzer • Mar 22, 2019 

It probably comes as no surprise to you that individuals who experience 
mental illness can also experience difficulties finding meaningful 
employment.  Which is why our next guest’s organization exists.

Mike Switzer interviews Amy Jolly, executive director of Work in Progress 
based in Columbia, SC.

Big Changes in Hearing Aids

By Mike Switzer • Mar 21, 2019 

You may have heard recently that hearing aids are going to soon be 
available over the counter.  Will this be a big disruptor to the hearing 
industry? Our next guest says yes, but he also adds that much confusion 
could also result and he says there are other big changes coming to that 
industry that have not been given much press yet.

Mike Switzer interviews Michael Arndt, owner of Digital Hearing Outlet in 
Lexington, SC.

Women's Professional Tennis Returns to Daniel Island

By Mike Switzer • Mar 20, 2019 
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Springtime in South Carolina brings warmer weather and our first big 
national sporting event for the year.  Its tennis time in the Lowcountry when 
the world’s top women players will be in our state competing for ranking 
points and big money.

Mike Switzer interviews Bob Moran, tournament director at the Volvo Car 
Open coming to Daniel Island, SC March 30-April 7.

Are You Prepared to Take Care of Mom and Dad?

By Mike Switzer • Mar 19, 2019 

Most people make an effort to prepare for their own retirement and to some 
degree, the possibility of nursing home care.  But our next guest says that 
not as many people are prepared to take care of an aging parent. The 
Institute on Aging, though, reports that over 43.5 million Americans are 
caring for an older family member.

Mike Switzer interviews Jeff Wildes, a certified financial planner in 
Georgetown, SC.

SC Business Update from John "Swampfox" Warner

By Mike Switzer • Mar 18, 2019 

A weekly update of the entrepreneurial activity in South Carolina.

Mike Switzer interviews John Warner, co-founder of Accessible 
Diagnostics and the Swampfox Facebook page, based in Greenville, S.C.

SC School Tackles Leadership

By Mike Switzer • Mar 15, 2019 

Many k-12 schools these days are specializing in certain areas, such as the 
arts and STEM.  Many are also reaching out to the business community to 
establish partnerships that help students identify career tracks as early as 
middle school.  Our next guest’s Lowcountry school has decided to connect 
with area companies to develop a specialty in teaching leadership skills.

Film Festival Returns to Columbia, SC

By Mike Switzer • Mar 14, 2019 
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Spring brings more than just flowers and warmer temperatures.  In Columbia, 
it also means the return of an annual film festival that reignites the capital 
city’s downtown business district.

Mike Switzer interviews Seth Gadsden, director of the 13th Annual Indie Grits 
Film Festival, coming to Columbia March 28-31.

Putting the Winning Behavior in Motion

By Mike Switzer • Mar 13, 2019 

Most business owners understand that two keys to their success are 
customers that return to buy again and again and employees who stay with 
them year after year.  But our next guest says that while many of these 
leaders know these are key behaviors, they don’t know how to implement 
them.

Mike Switzer interviews Dr. Daisy White, president of White Ridgely 
Associates in Okatie, SC.

SC Economy Stays on Track

By Mike Switzer • Mar 12, 2019 

2018 is in the books and 2019 has almost finished one quarter.  How is our 
economy looking?

Mike Switzer interviews Joey Von Nessen, with the Division of Research at the 
Moore School of Business at the University of South Carolina in Columbia, SC.

SC Business Update from John "Swampfox" Warner

By Mike Switzer • Mar 11, 2019 

A weekly update of the entrepreneurial activity in South Carolina.

Mike Switzer interviews John Warner, co-founder of Accessible 
Diagnostics and the Swampfox Facebook page, based in Greenville, S.C.

Homebuilders Face Challenges in Booming Economy

By Mike Switzer • Mar 8, 2019 

Over the past year, trade wars, immigration fears, and increasing interest 
rates have dealt a one-two-three punch to the homebuilding industry, 
causing a slowdown for the first time since the multi-year recovery emerged 
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from the financial meltdown of 11 years ago.  How are the smaller, 
independent builders faring and how do they feel about the future?

Mike Switzer interviews Wade McGuinn, CEO of McGuinn Hybrid Homes in 
West Columbia, SC.

Catheter Technology From MUSC Wins Grant

By Mike Switzer • Mar 7, 2019 

Our state’s research universities are constantly looking for ways to monetize 
their research and a recent example just came across our radar screen.  A 
Lowcountry company recently received a grant from the National Institutes 
of Health to continue developing a double-balloon catheter using technology 
licensed from the Medical University of South Carolina.

Mike Switzer interviews Cephus E. Simmons, Sr., founder & CEO of SealCath 
in Mt. Pleasant, SC.

Financial Markets and Uncertainty

By Mike Switzer • Mar 6, 2019 

As 2019 continues to unfold, many uncertainties still abound.  What will the 
Federal Reserve do next with interest rates?  Are the trade wars winding 
down?  Will global and domestic political environments get clearer or 
cloudier?  Our next guest says uncertainties like these are always a concern 
to financial markets.

Write Down Your Goals and Limitations

By Mike Switzer • Mar 5, 2019 

Most people know what they are trying to accomplish with their investment 
portfolio: retirement, new house, fund some charities.  But our next guest 
says these goals can be elusive if you don’t have a written document that 
outlines your objectives and limitations.

Mike Switzer interviews Chris Cabri, a certified financial planner with 
Ameriprise Financial Services in Greenwood, SC.

SC Business Update from Andy Owens and SC BizNews

By Mike Switzer • Mar 4, 2019 
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An update of the news, events and issues that are trending right now across 
South Carolina's business community.

Mike Switzer interviews Andy Owens, managing editor of SCBizNews, the 
company that publishes the Columbia Regional Business Report, Charleston 
Regional Business Journal, GSA Business and SCBizNews magazine.

Upstate Company Wins Sustainability Award

By Mike Switzer • Mar 1, 2019 

Our next guest’s Upstate company recently won the 2018 Innovision Award 
for Sustainability for engineering a portable, personal, solar energy storage 
system.

Mike Switzer interviews Chris Petrella, founder and CEO of Unlimited Power in 
Greenville, SC.

New Rule Helps Entrepreneurs Raise Money

By Mike Switzer • Feb 28, 2019 

Finding investment capital has long been a struggle for entrepreneurs, 
especially in our small state of South Carolina.  However, our next guest says 
that many small businesses may not be aware of an obscure new rule from 
the Securities and Exchange Commission that can be used to raise money 
without a lot of the normal red tape.

Mike Switzer interviews Greg Finch, a patent attorney with Finch Paolino in 
Charleston, SC.

Crystals and Lasers

By Mike Switzer • Feb 27, 2019 

Most of us know what lasers are but many of us may not know that one of 
their critical components is a crystal.  Normally, these crystals are grown in a 
high temperature environment.  However, our next guest’s company has 
figured out a way to grow these crystals in a lower temperature, fluidic 
environment that brings them a new competitive advantage.

Mike Switzer interviews Henry Geisber, president and founder of HT Crystal 
Solutions in Clover, SC.

Is Your Behavior Costing You Money?

http://scbiznews.com/
http://www.columbiabusinessreport.com/
http://www.charlestonbusiness.com/
http://www.charlestonbusiness.com/
http://www.gsabusiness.com/
http://www.scbizmag.com/
https://www.southcarolinapublicradio.org/post/upstate-company-wins-sustainability-award
https://www.southcarolinapublicradio.org/people/mike-switzer
https://www.bakupbox.com/
https://www.bakupbox.com/
https://www.southcarolinapublicradio.org/post/new-rule-helps-entrepreneurs-raise-money
https://www.southcarolinapublicradio.org/people/mike-switzer
https://www.finchpaolino.com/
https://www.southcarolinapublicradio.org/post/crystals-and-lasers
https://www.southcarolinapublicradio.org/people/mike-switzer
http://www.htcrystalsolutions.com/
http://www.htcrystalsolutions.com/
https://www.southcarolinapublicradio.org/post/your-behavior-costing-you-money


By Mike Switzer • Feb 26, 2019 

In a perfect world, everyone would make rational decisions, however our 
next guest says that when it comes to the average person’s finances, 
rational decision-making is not only abnormal, it’s almost non-existent, and 
that’s because of something he calls behavioral bias.

Mike Switzer interviews William Jeter, a chartered financial analyst with 
Abacus Planning Group in Columbia, SC.

SC Business Update from John "Swampfox" Warner

By Mike Switzer • Feb 25, 2019 

A weekly update of the entrepreneurial activity in South Carolina.

Mike Switzer interviews John Warner, co-founder of Accessible 
Diagnostics and the Swampfox Facebook page, based in Greenville, S.C.

Is Long Term Care a "Gray" Area?

By Mike Switzer • Feb 22, 2019 

According to the most recent statistics, the cost of a nursing home has 
increased 54 percent over the past 15 years and, for the first time last year, 
reached an average of $100,000 per year.  So as more and more retirees 
continue feeding the “silver tsunami” relocation to our state, this is 
becoming an increasingly important topic.

Mike Switzer interviews Barbara Franklin, a long-term care specialist in 
Charleston, SC.

Upstate Company "Cleaning Up" profits

By Mike Switzer • Feb 21, 2019 

We’ve all heard the old adage “cleanliness is next to godliness”, and in 
today’s world of bacterial and viral phobias, schools, hospitals, and hotels are 
worshiping cleanliness now more than ever.  Our next guest’s Upstate 
company, through a collaboration with another industry partner in its area, 
recently won an award for disrupting the cleanliness industry.

Mike Switzer interviews Jack McBride, CEO of Contec in Spartanburg, SC, 
winner of the InnoVision 2018 Technology Innovation Award.

Hospitality Schools Growing in SC
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By Mike Switzer • Feb 20, 2019 

The tourism industry continues to be big business in our state and probably 
always will be, which is why more and more of our institutions of higher 
learning are investing in that curriculum.  Including our next guest’s 
Lowcountry campus.

Mike Switzer interviews Charles Calvert, dean of the University of South 
Carolina Beaufort at Hilton Head Island, home of a $25 million new building 
to house their hospitality management program.

The Great Misunderstanding of Risk

By Mike Switzer • Feb 19, 2019 

There are many factors involved in achieving financial independence, 
however our next guest says that a critical one is also one of the most 
misunderstood.  He calls it the “Great Misunderstanding of Risk”.

Mike Switzer interviews Bryan Ballentine, a certified financial planner in 
Greenville, SC.

SC Business Update from John "Swampfox" Warner

By Mike Switzer • Feb 18, 2019 

A weekly update of the entrepreneurial activity in South Carolina.

Mike Switzer interviews John Warner, co-founder of Accessible 
Diagnostics and the Swampfox Facebook page, based in Greenville, S.C.

Venture Capital Access Increases in South Carolina

By Mike Switzer • Feb 15, 2019 

As you’ve heard us report recently, access to venture capital in our state is 
growing.  And, as evidenced by our next guest’s organization, some of that 
funding is home grown.

Mike Switzer interviews Agie Sundaram, CEO of SPAN Enterprises and co-
founder of SecondBrick Ventures in Rock Hill, SC.  SecondBrick is now part of 
the VentureSouth network.

Solar Company is Fastest Growing in South Carolina

By Mike Switzer • Feb 14, 2019 
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While the solar industry has faced many challenges over the years, our next 
guest’s company has flourished, reaching the ranking of 2018’s fastest 
growing company in the large company category from SCBizNews.

Mike Switzer interviews Steffanie Dohn, director of government relations with 
Southern Current in Charleston, SC.

South Carolina's Insurance IT Cluster Continues to Grow

By Mike Switzer • Feb 13, 2019 

Over the past decade our state’s capital city has become a nationally 
recognized insurance information technology hub, and in the process, 
creating a tremendous number of jobs.  Companies like Blue Cross Blue 
Shield, Siebels Bruce, CSC, Duck Creek, and our next guest’s company which 
began as a USC Technology Incubator business that recently led to another 
big player in that industry coming to South Carolina.

Mike Switzer interviews Sam McGuckin, is with Capgemini in Columbia, SC.

Tax Law Changes Affecting Planning

By Mike Switzer • Feb 12, 2019 

Mike Switzer/SC Public Radio 

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act was passed in December 2017, but it’s only now 
that people are starting to see what it may mean to them personally.  This 
year’s tax filing season is the first that will actually be affected by that 
law.  Our next guest says many people are facing this new reality and 
realizing they should do a bit more planning for their 2019 tax bill.

Mike Switzer interviews Eddie Kramer, a certified financial planner with 
Abacus Planning Group in Columbia, SC.

SC Business Update from John "Swampfox" Warner

By Mike Switzer • Feb 11, 2019 

A weekly update of the entrepreneurial activity in South Carolina.

Mike Switzer interviews John Warner, co-founder of Accessible 
Diagnostics and the Swampfox Facebook page, based in Greenville, S.C.
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Developing the Necessary Work Skills in College

By Mike Switzer • Feb 8, 2019 

Most companies will tell you that two of the most important skill sets they 
are looking for when interviewing college graduates are communications and 
critical thinking.  Which is why our next guest’s institution launched a 
program three years ago to help students develop these and other skills that 
are in high demand by today’s business world.

Mike Switzer interviews Peter Gasca, director of the CoBE Institute at Coastal 
Carolina University in Conway, SC.

SCRA Hits $1 Billion Milestone

By Mike Switzer • Feb 7, 2019 

Finding venture capital funding has been a challenge for entrepreneurs in 
our state for a long time.  But our next guest says the picture is getting 
better as evidenced by the fact that the South Carolina companies his 
organization have invested in have received over $1 billion in follow-on 
funding.

Mike Switzer interviews Bob Quinn, executive director of SCRA in 
Summerville, SC.

Actor Paul Sorvino to be honored at Beaufort International Film Festival

By Mike Switzer • Feb 6, 2019 

27 years ago, our next guest retired from the US Marine Corps at Parris 
Island, SC and launched a film career in the Lowcountry, including making an 
award-winning documentary about the Marines.  His love of films and the 
history of major motion picture-making in that part of our state, led to the 
creation of what has become over the past 13 years, one of the most 
successful film festivals in the south.

Mike Switzer interviews Ron Tucker, executive director of the Beaufort 
International Film Festival.

Will 2019 Be the Year the Economy Finally Stumbles?

By Mike Switzer • Feb 5, 2019 

https://www.southcarolinapublicradio.org/post/developing-necessary-work-skills-college
https://www.southcarolinapublicradio.org/people/mike-switzer
https://www.coastal.edu/cobe/
https://www.coastal.edu/cobe/
https://www.southcarolinapublicradio.org/post/scra-hits-1-billion-milestone
https://www.southcarolinapublicradio.org/people/mike-switzer
https://www.scra.org/
https://www.southcarolinapublicradio.org/post/actor-paul-sorvino-be-honored-beaufort-international-film-festival
https://www.southcarolinapublicradio.org/people/mike-switzer
https://www.beaufortfilmfestival.com/
https://www.beaufortfilmfestival.com/
https://www.southcarolinapublicradio.org/post/will-2019-be-year-economy-finally-stumbles
https://www.southcarolinapublicradio.org/people/mike-switzer


2019 is under way now and many are still feeling a lot of uncertainty about 
how our economy will perform this year.  How will the trade wars, interest 
rates, and politics play into the multi-year economic growth we have been 
experiencing?

Mike Switzer interviews Frank Hefner, the director of the Office of Economic 
Analysis at the College of Charleston in Charleston, SC.

SC Business Update from John "Swampfox" Warner

By Mike Switzer • Feb 4, 2019 

A weekly update of the entrepreneurial activity in South Carolina.

Mike Switzer interviews John Warner, co-founder of Accessible 
Diagnostics and the Swampfox Facebook page, based in Greenville, S.C.

SC Company Researching Blood Test for Autism

By Mike Switzer • Feb 1, 2019 

It probably won’t surprise you to hear that the Centers for Disease Control 
recently reported that autism diagnoses in children are on the rise.  But what 
you may not know is that autism can currently only be diagnosed through 
clinical observation and parent questionnaires.  However, our next guest’s 
company recently received almost $1 million in grants for research and 
development of a blood test for autism that came out of work done by SC’s 
Greenwood Genetic Center.

SC Whiskey Company Wins Award

By Mike Switzer • Jan 31, 2019 

While Garden and Gun magazine’s annual Made in the South Awards cover 
several categories, they do honor one product as an overall winner and 
2018’s award went to our next guest’s Lowcountry company, whose winning 
product is Jimmy Red Bourbon Whiskey.

Mike Switzer interviews Scott Blackwell, co-founder of High Wire Distilling 
Company in Charleston, SC.

Assessing Energy Costs for SC Factories

By Mike Switzer • Jan 30, 2019 
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Sometimes energy costs alone can be a determining factor in a 
manufacturer’s ability to make a profit.  If you are a small to medium-size 
manufacturer in South Carolina, you may not be aware that, because of 
funding from the US Dept. of Energy, our next guest’s institution may be able 
to help with a no-cost energy assessment.

Getting Children Ready for Money Decisions

By Mike Switzer • Jan 29, 2019 

Financial decisions can be some of the most difficult and important 
challenges that families face.  While its common sense though, that we 
should have at least basic financial knowledge, our next guest says that, 
unfortunately, most Americans’ financial literacy has been dropping in recent 
years. That’s why he believes that we should be helping our school-age 
children be better prepared for the financial decisions they’ll face when they 
enter adulthood.

SC Business Update from Alan Cooper

By Mike Switzer • Jan 28, 2019 

An update of the news, events and issues that are trending right now across 
South Carolina's business community.

Mike Switzer interviews Alan Cooper, founder and editor of three online 
business news websites in South Carolina: MidlandsBiz, UpstateBizSC, and 
LowCountryBizSC.

Arts Upgrade Good for Business in Columbia, SC

By Mike Switzer • Jan 25, 2019 

As you would probably guess, the business community puts a lot of value on 
quality of life for their employees, especially when a new site location is 
being considered.  Things like parks, recreation, theaters, and the arts.  After 
more than a year and a half of intensive construction and 
transformation, one such institution in Columbia has become an even more 
integral part of that equation.

Mike Switzer interviews Della Watkins, executive director of the Columbia 
Museum of Art.

SC Staffing Company Growing Fast in Upstate
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By Mike Switzer • Jan 24, 2019 

SC Biz News recently announced their fastest growing companies list for 
2018 and our next guest’s employee staffing company came in at number 
one in the small company category.

Mike Switzer interviews Kyle Bevel, president of the North American 
headquarters of Job Impulse, Inc. in Greenville, SC.

German-American Business Summit Coming Feb. 5th

By Mike Switzer • Jan 23, 2019 

Our state’s business relationship with Germany remains strong and 
continues to grow which is why our next guest continues to host an annual 
summit for those companies and individuals interested in furthering that 
relationship.

How the 2018 Tax May Affect Soon-to-be Retirees

By Mike Switzer • Jan 22, 2019 

The 2018 tax reform brought the most changes to the federal income tax 
code in over 30 years. And your first real experience with these changes will 
probably be when you file your upcoming tax return. In general, most tax-
payers will pay less tax in 2018 compared to prior years, but our next guest 
says this law has also created some new retirement planning choices, 
especially for those planning to retire during the next five years.

SC Business Update from John "Swampfox" Warner

By Mike Switzer • Jan 21, 2019 

A weekly update of the entrepreneurial activity in South Carolina.

Mike Switzer interviews John Warner, co-founder of Accessible 
Diagnostics and the Swampfox Facebook page, based in Greenville, S.C.

Has Healthcare Spending Entered a New Phase of Slow Growth?

By Mike Switzer • Jan 18, 2019 

The Center for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) recently released its 
report on National Health Expenditures (NHE) for 2017 and it showed an 
increase of 3.9%, its slowest rate of growth in four years.  No doubt, this 
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report might prompt some to conclude that the health spending spiral is 
slowing.  But our next guest has serious doubts.

Commercial Real Estate Outlook for 2019

By Mike Switzer • Jan 17, 2019 

The commercial real estate market can often indicate the current state of a 
local economy and maybe even predict its short term future.  With the new 
year only recently upon us, we thought it might be a good idea to check in 
with a local expert on this topic.

Mike Switzer interviews Bruce Harper with the newly-opened, Columbia, SC 
location of Trinity Partners.

Helping the Disabled Lead Productive Lives

By Mike Switzer • Jan 16, 2019 

Most people with disabilities want to work.  It's more about getting the 
opportunity to work because, let’s face it, there can be some barriers to 
getting a job for some people with disabilities.  Sometimes the barriers can 
be imposed because we make assumptions about what people with 
disabilities can or can't do; and this can indeed limit the opportunities for 
good workers with disabilities to connect with good jobs.  But our next guest 
says there are several South Carolina companies that are now specifically 
recruiting people with disabilities.

Will 2019 be a Better Year for Stocks?

By Mike Switzer • Jan 15, 2019 

Well, here we are, moving right along in the new year already, maybe some 
of us wondering how our investments will perform after a disappointing 
2018.  Our next guest says that although there will continue to be plenty of 
uncertainty, he is full of hope.

Mike Switzer interviews Doug English, market prognosticator and certified 
financial planner with ACT Advisors in Charleston, SC.

SC Business Update from John "Swampfox" Warner

By Mike Switzer • Jan 14, 2019 

A weekly update of the entrepreneurial activity in South Carolina.
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Mike Switzer interviews John Warner, co-founder of Accessible 
Diagnostics and the Swampfox Facebook page, based in Greenville, S.C. 

Free Code School Launched by SC Commerce

By Mike Switzer • Jan 11, 2019 

A little over two years ago, our next guest’s state agency launched a trial 
online platform that would allow any South Carolina resident with Internet 
access to learn how to become a software engineer for free.  And now this 
no-cost code school, SC Codes, is out of the pilot stage and officially 
launched.

Protecting Your Business from Ransomware

By Mike Switzer • Jan 10, 2019 

When the City of Atlanta was hit with a ransomware hack in 2018, it cost 
local taxpayers $17 million while operations were restored over the next 
several months.  Our next guest says that cybercrime, ransomware in 
particular, is estimated to cost businesses and cities $2 trillion this year, and 
he says this is because these attacks are not widely publicized, catching 
most everyone off guard.

Mike Switzer interviews Rob Cheng, is a cyber-security expert in Myrtle 
Beach, SC.

Finding a Publisher

By Mike Switzer • Jan 9, 2019 

If there are any authors in our audience today, I’m sure they know the 
difficulties in finding a publisher for their work.  Our next guest is an author 
and illustrator of children’s books who has recently found a publisher in the 
University of South Carolina Press.

Mike Switzer interviews Lisa Anne Cullen, who lives, writes and draws and 
Ridgeway, SC.

Planning and Paying for College

By Mike Switzer • Jan 8, 2019 

Studies show that, on average, college graduates earn $1 million more 
during their lifetimes than people who don’t go to college.  Another study 
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found that people who graduate from college have, on average, four times 
the net worth of people who don’t.  But it is a big investment, which is why 
our next guest says there are several questions to answer and decisions to 
make before attending.

Mike Switzer interviews Alex Chastain, a certified financial planner with 
Abacus Planning Group in Columbia, SC. 

SC Business Update from John "Swampfox" Warner

By Mike Switzer • Jan 7, 2019 

A weekly update of the entrepreneurial activity in South Carolina.

Mike Switzer interviews John Warner, co-founder of Accessible 
Diagnostics and the Swampfox Facebook page, based in Greenville, S.C.

The Importance of Leadership

By Mike Switzer • Jan 4, 2019 

If you were to name the one critical variable that determines the destiny of 
an organization, what would your guess be?  Money, workers, 
marketing?  Our next guest says the correct answer is “leadership”.

Mike Switzer interviews Antony Bell, CEO of Leader Development, Inc. in 
Columbia, SC.

Audio for this program is currently unavailable.

The Importance of Leadership

By Mike Switzer • Jan 4, 2019 

If you were to name the one critical variable that determines the destiny of 
an organization, what would your guess be?  Money, workers, 
marketing?  Our next guest says the correct answer is “leadership”.

Mike Switzer interviews Antony Bell, CEO of Leader Development, Inc. in 
Columbia, SC.

Last Week for US Small Business Awards Nominations

By Mike Switzer • Jan 3, 2019 
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Every year, the US Small Business Administration holds an awards program 
during National Small Business Week, which, this year, is coming May 5-
11.  Nominations are being accepted right now but time is running out 
because the deadline is only six days away: January 9th.

Will 2019 Be Another Good Year for Our Economy?

By Mike Switzer • Jan 2, 2019 

Well, here we are, 2019 has finally arrived.  We recently heard from USC 
economist, Joey Von Nessen, on his outlook for our state’s economy for the 
new year.  Let’s check in with another of South Carolina’s preeminent 
forecasters and see what he thinks.

Excerpt #9 from USC's Economic Outlook Conference

By Mike Switzer • Jan 1, 2019 

Our program today features an excerpt from the University of South Carolina 
Moore School's recent Economic Outlook Conference.

Today's excerpt comes from Curtis Loftis, state treasurer of South Carolina.

Audio for this program is currently unavailable.
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A Journey of Rediscovery: Retracing the Route of John Lawson's 1700 
Expedition in Carolina

By Walter Edgar • Mar 29, 2019 

In 1700, a young man named John Lawson left London and landed in 
Charleston, South Carolina, hoping to make a name for himself. For reasons 
unknown, he soon undertook a two-month journey through the still-
mysterious Carolina backcountry. His travels yielded A New Voyage to 
Carolina in 1709, one of the most significant early American travel 
narratives, rich with observations about the region's environment and 
Indigenous people.

Liberia, South Carolina: An African American Appalachian Community

By Walter Edgar • Mar 22, 2019 

(Originally broadcast 09/21/18)

In 2007, while researching mountain culture in upstate South Carolina, 
anthropologist John M. Coggeshall stumbled upon the small community of 
Liberia in the Blue Ridge foothills. There he met Mable Owens Clarke and her 
family, the remaining members of a small African American community still 
living on land obtained immediately after the Civil War. In his new book, 
Liberia, South Carolina: An African American Appalachian Community.

South Carolina’s Turkish People

By Walter Edgar • Mar 15, 2019 

(Originally broadcast 11/30/18) - Despite its reputation as a melting pot of 
ethnicities and races, the United States has a well-documented history of 
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immigrants who have struggled through isolation, segregation, 
discrimination, oppression, and assimilation. South Carolina is home to one 
such group—known historically and derisively as “the Turks”—which can 
trace its oral history back to Joseph Benenhaley, an Ottoman refugee from 
Old World conflict. According to its traditional narrative, Benenhaley served 
with Gen. Thomas Sumter in the Revolutionary War.

How the Blinding of Sergeant Isaac Woodard Changed the Course of 
America’s Civil Rights History

By Walter Edgar • Mar 8, 2019 

On February 12, 1946, Sergeant Isaac Woodard, a returning, decorated 
African American veteran of World War II, was removed from a Greyhound 
bus in Batesburg, South Carolina, after he challenged the bus driver’s 
disrespectful treatment of him. Woodard, in uniform, was arrested by the 
local police chief, Lynwood Shull, and beaten and blinded while in custody.

Standardizing South Carolina’s State Flag

By Walter Edgar • Mar 1, 2019 

Believe it or not, there is no standardized design for the South Carolina state 
flag. There are, however, historical versions which vary from period to 
period. And there are countless variations on shirts, decals, caps, sweatshirts 
– each manufacturer creates its own version.

Outside Agitator: The Civil Rights Struggle of Cleveland Sellers Jr.

By Walter Edgar • Feb 22, 2019 

(Originally broadcast 10/26/18) - In 1968 state troopers gunned down black 
students protesting the segregation of a South Carolina bowling alley, killing 
three and injuring 28. The Orangeburg Massacre was one of the most violent 
moments of the Southern civil rights movement, and only one person served 
prison time in its aftermath: a young black man by the name of Cleveland 
Sellers Jr. Many years later, the state would recognize that Sellers was a 
scapegoat in that college campus tragedy and would issue a full pardon.

The State of Southern Cuisine

By Walter Edgar • Feb 15, 2019 
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January and February gave us the State of the Union address and the State 
of the State address – important stuff. But, for a Southerner, there are 
specific, important areas of life in these United States that these addresses 
didn't cover – areas that we need to check on once in a while. So, in early 
2019, what is the State of Southern Cuisine?

Is it still making inroads in the food ways of other sections of the country? 
Are chain restaurants affecting what people in the South call ‘Southern 
Food?’ Who is innovating Southern Cuisine while staying true to traditions?

Rampage: MacArthur, Yamashita, and the Battle of Manila

By Walter Edgar • Feb 8, 2019 

In his book, Rampage: MacArthur, Yamashita, and the Battle of Manila (2018, 
W. W. Norton), Charleston historian and author James M. Scott recounts one 
of the most heartbreaking chapters of World War II.

When Gen. Douglas MacArthur prepared to liberate the capital city of the 
Philippines in 1945, he believed that the occupying Japanese forces would 
retreat. Instead, determined to fight to the death, Japanese marines 
barricaded intersections, converted buildings into fortresses, and booby-
trapped stores, graveyards, and even dead bodies.

Tariffs... 'It's Complicated'

By Walter Edgar • FEB 1, 2019 

With recent controversies over the use of trade tariffs by the United States, it 
might be a good time to take a look back at the history of their use. It’s a 
complicated, often fraught history. In fact, friction between the North and 
South over tariffs in the early 19th century almost launched the Civil War, 30 
years “early.”

In Darkest South Carolina: J. Waties Waring and the Secret Plan that Sparked 
a Civil Rights Movement

By Walter Edgar • Jan 25, 2019 

Four years before the landmark U.S. Supreme Court decision Brown v. Board 
of Education, a federal judge in Charleston hatched his secret plan to end 
segregation in America. Julius Waties Waring was perhaps the most unlikely 
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civil rights hero in history. An eighth-generation Charlestonian, the son of a 
Confederate veteran and scion of a family of slave owners, Waring was 
appointed to the federal bench in the early days of World War II.

Columbia Native Brings Stories to the Big Screen

By Walter Edgar • Jan 18, 2019 

The film producer, actor, and Columbia Native Julian Adams joins Walter 
Edgar to talk about his new film, The Last Full Measure, and to talk about his 
journey into the world of filmmaking. Adam’s previous features 
include Phantom (2013) and Amy Cook: The Spaces in Between (2009).

Remembering T. Moffatt Burriss, World War II Battlefield Hero

By Walter Edgar • Jan 11, 2019 

This week's program is an encore of an episode aired in 2012, featuring T. 
Moffatt Burriss. Burriss was a former Columbia area contractor, Republican 
state lawmaker and American World War II battlefield hero. He died January 
4, 2019 at age 99.  

The Last Ballad: Ella Mae Wiggins' Life in the Mill and Death on the Picket 
Line

By Walter Edgar • Jan 4, 2019 

Lewis Hines/National Archives 

(Originally broadcast 10/12/18) - New York Times bestselling author Wiley 
Cash’s 2017 novel, The Last Ballad (2017, William Morrow) is set in the 
Appalachian foothills of North Carolina in 1929 and inspired by actual events. 
It chronicles an ordinary woman’s struggle for dignity and her rights in a 
textile mill; The Last Ballad is a moving tale of courage in the face of 
oppression and injustice.
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South Carolina Focus
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Thursdays 6:45 a.m. and 8:45 a.m.

Shows listed in reverse play order.

New Music Series Kicks Off with Birthday Salute to Marian McPartland

By Tut Underwood • Mar 29, 2019 

SCETV 

For many years, jazz great Marian McPartland welcomed some of the biggest 
names in - and out of - jazz to her NPR program, Marian McPartland's Piano 
Jazz.  March 20, on the 101st anniversary of her birth, an evening of 
McPartland's music inaugurated a new music series, Live in the Lobby, 
offered by Columbia's Koger Center for the Arts.  

Pondering Plastic - Wildlife, Bans and Trash

By Victoria Hansen • Mar 26, 2019 

He weighs less than five pounds, but Zazu had big belly problems when he 
was rescued off the Isle of Palms coast nearly three months ago.  The tiny, 
green sea turtle had eaten plastic, all kinds of plastic; part of a balloon, clear 
sheets of plastic and material from a grocery bag. 

The juvenile turtle is the 23rd patient admitted to the South Carolina 
Aquarium’s sea turtle hospital because of sea debris.  He swims in a private 
tank next to 17 others now in recovery, including a 260 pound loggerhead 
named Voldemort who got caught up in crab traps nearly a year ago.

Museums Ease Research with New Online Natural History Collections

By Tut Underwood • Mar 15, 2019 

A growing new website is now available that enables both scholars and the 
public to access photos and information about the natural history of South 
Carolina. 

Smuggled Cell Phones Remain a Problem for State Prisons, But Progress is 
Being Made
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By Tut Underwood • Mar 15, 2019 

Just as business is conducted with cell phones every day in the Palmetto 
State, illegal business is also conducted daily - by convicts with cell phones 
smuggled into South Carolina prisons.  

Were You in High School in 1960? Researchers Think Your Early Education 
Could Shed Light on Aging

By Thelisha Eaddy • Mar 5, 2019 

The “Lincoln School” was the first public school for black students in Sumter. 
The school was built in the late 1800s and started as a frame cottage with 
four classrooms. By the 1950’s, the school acquired an additional twenty 
classrooms, a cafeteria, a gymnasium, a library, and a band room. The last 
graduating class under the name of Lincoln High School was the class of 
1969.  But nine years before the name change, in 1960, Lincoln would be 
one of 17 high schools in the state to participate in a national survey.

International African American Museum President Finds Strength in the Past

By Victoria Hansen • Feb 22, 2019 

For as long as he can remember, Michael Boulware Moore has known the 
story of Robert Smalls;  a slave who not only gained his freedom by 
commandeering a Confederate ship and turning it over to Union forces, but 
later served in the South Carolina State Legislature and the U.S. House of 
Representatives.

Moore didn’t read about Smalls in school. Such bravery by slaves during the 
Civil War wasn’t always taught.  Instead, he grew up hearing personal stories 
from relatives like his grandmother.  Robert Smalls was his great-great 
grandfather.

The Road We Trod: The Impact of South Carolina's HBCUs on History, 
Economy & Future

By Thelisha Eaddy • Feb 22, 2019 

There are eight historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCU) in South 
Carolina. These institutions of higher education in the United States were 
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established before the Civil Rights Act of 1964 with the intention of primarily 
serving the African-American community.

South Carolinians Are Beginning to Get Real - IDs, That Is

By Tut Underwood • Feb 21, 2019 

Many people enjoy traveling by air.  But after Oct. 1, 2020, they won't be 
able to board a commercial airplane in the United States, UNLESS they have 
the new "Real ID."  The new ID will replace current drivers' licenses and ID 
cards, and will be needed for people to gain entry to certain secured federal 
buildings and all military posts, as well as to board planes.

Cyber Insurance Now a Must-Have for South Carolina Businesses

By Tut Underwood • Feb 7, 2019 

As hackers become more sophisticated at burrowing into business computers 
to steal everything from money to social security numbers and medical 
records, the need for protection grows ever more dire.  One way to help 
mitigate the damage, if not protect information from being stolen, was 
virtually unknown a decade ago.  But in the past five years or so, cyber 
insurance has become a must-have bulwark against hackers.

Greenville Man Worked with NASA as "First Artist of Space"

By Tut Underwood • Feb 1, 2019 

Greenville artist Renato Moncini is a native of Italy, but between his journey 
from his homeland and his long residence in the South Carolina Upstate, he 
served more than a decade as what some call the "first artist of space."

Sisters Born during Vietnam War Find Each Other while Searching for 
American Fathers

By Victoria Hansen • Jan 31, 2019 

Ann Marie Luc was just a year old when her mother gave her away in 
Vietnam.   She was born to a Vietnamese woman and an American father 
serving in the Army during the Vietnam War.  She had been passed between 
several families and had four different names by the time she was 17 years-
old.   That’s when she moved to the United States with a birth certificate she 
says was not her own.
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“A lot them buy and sell us,” she says of the adoptive families.  “A lot them 
just use us to come here."

It would be decades before Ann knew she had a sister, born during the war 
as well.

South Carolina to See a "Super-Wolf-Blood Moon"

By Tut Underwood • Jan 18, 2019 

Sunday, Jan. 20, South Carolinians will get a rare treat from the sky, as three 
events come together to form what some are calling a Super-Wolf-Blood 
moon.  A wolf moon is simply a traditional name for the full moon in January, 
and happens, obviously, every year.  However, this year it's occurring at the 
same time as a super moon, which S.C.

Late S.C. Hero Recalled World War II Exploits

By Tut Underwood • Jan 10, 2019 

South Carolina lost one of its heroes Jan. 4 when World War II veteran Moffatt 
Burris died at age 99.  He was one of many heroes who helped save the 
world from tyranny in the 1940s.  He fought to liberate Sicily and at Anzio to 
free Italy.  But perhaps his most memorable exploits, described in his 
memoir "Strike and Hold," came as paratrooper who participated in 
Operation Market Garden, a failed attempt to hasten the end of the war with 
a massive troop jump into Holland. 

The Fight Intensifies Against Offshore Drilling along our Coast

By Victoria Hansen • Jan 9, 2019 

It’s a campaign promise made during an ad last fall as he treaded water in 
the Atlantic Ocean.  Now Congressman Joe Cunningham is swimming hard 
against the powerful currents of Washington, as he tries to make good and 
protect the South Carolina coast from offshore drilling.

The first time politician announced Tuesday he will introduce the, "Coastal 
Economies Protection Act", as soon as he gets back to Washington, to 
prevent opening the Atlantic and Gulf Coast to drilling and seismic air gun 
blasting. 
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Energy Matters Dominate This Week at the S.C. Statehouse

By Russ McKinney • Mar 29, 2019 

S.C. lawmakers had hoped to keep the decks at the Statehouse clear this 
legislative session to be able to focus on improving the state’s public school 
system.  A major education bill has already been approved by the House.

But matters regarding the state’s energy future are generating a lot of 
attention. 

Aside from the enormous question of whether or not the state should sell 
Santee Cooper, the debt-plagued state owned utility, the future of solar 
energy in the state is being debated. 

State Lawmakers Make First Moves For Possible Sale of Santee Cooper

By Walter Edgar • Mar 22, 2019 

After months of discussion about Santee Cooper, the SC General Assembly 
this week took the first official actions that could lead to the eventual sale of 
the state-owned utility.

The State House of Representatives and Senate are considering Joint 
Resolutions that would begin a process to sell Santee Cooper which is 
burdened by an enormous debt incurred from the collapse of the giant V.C. 
Summer Nuclear Project in 2017. 

S.C. House Pass FY 2019-20 State Budget

By Russ McKinney • Mar 15, 2019 

This year’s session of the state legislature is at the half-way mark.  And right 
on schedule this week the House of Representatives passed its’ version of 
next year’s $9 Billion state spending package.  It now goes to the Senate.

To pay for this year’s push to improve public education the budget contains 
millions of new education dollars. $160 Million dollars for teacher pay raises.
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The House version also funds two percent pay raises for state workers, and 
$32 Million to help shore-up the state’s aging pension system. 

Education Reform Is Critical To the State's Economy

By Russ McKinney • Mar 8, 2019 

The S.C. House of Representatives this week overwhelmingly passed a major 
bill that overhauls the state’s education system.

It pumps more money into the system, gives the state education 
superintendent more ability to take over low-performing school districts, and 
creates a nearly $100 Million fund to help bring businesses to places where 
schools are poor and struggling.

The state’s low performing school system is hurting South Carolina’s 
businesses, and the state's Republican leadership is moving to try and 
correct deficiencies.

Bills to Restrict Authority of Local Governments and Education Reform 
Debated at the State House

By Russ McKinney • Mar 1, 2019 

The S.C. General Assembly is attempting to exert its authority over local 
governments in this year’s legislative session.

The House of Representatives this week passed and sent to the Senate a bill 
that would stop local governments from passing regulations on cigarettes 
and vaping products.  Supporters of the bill say such power should rest only 
with the state so as to prevent a mixed bag of laws and regulations from 
popping up across the state.

S.C. Teachers Demand Changes to School Improvement Legislation

By Russ McKinney • Feb 22, 2019 

South Carolina’s teachers have made their voices heard at the Statehouse as 
lawmakers debate a major public education reform bill. 

From the moment House Speaker Jay Lucas and dozens of fellow House 
members introduced the 84 page omnibus bill last month, teachers have 
been demanding changes. 
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This week, Republican leaders in the legislature sought to re-assure them.

A House education committee is now moving to incorporate some teacher 
backed changes to the bill.

S.C. Teachers Blast Touted Public School Improvement Bill

By Russ McKinney • Feb 15, 2019 

Comprehensive bills to improve the state’s troubled public education system 
are being debated in both the State House and Senate.

Last month House Speaker Jay Lucas (R-Darlington) and dozens of other 
lawmakers introduced an 84 page bill aimed at improving student readiness 
for the workplace, help for rural school districts that are struggling, and 
perhaps most importantly increasing teacher retention.

Lawmakers Explore Feasibility of Selling Santee Cooper

By Russ McKinney • Feb 8, 2019 

The fallout from the 2017 V.C. Summer Nuclear failure continues at the 
Statehouse. This year lawmakers are dealing with what may be the hard part 
of unwinding the debacle; what to do about state owned utility Santee 
Cooper.

Change in S.C. Constitution Affects the Lt. Governor and the State Senate

By Russ McKinney • Feb 1, 2019 

When sworn in as the state’s new Lieutenant Governor last month Pamela 
Evette made history. She became the first Lieutenant Governor elected as a 
Governor’s running mate instead of running for the office independently of 
the Governor.

The primary duty of the Lieutenant Governor is to step-up to the Governor’s 
Office if necessary as Henry McMaster did when Gov. Nikki Haley resigned 
the office in 2017.

Instead of being an elected state official the Lieutenant Governor is in 
essence now a member of the Governor’s staff.

Gov. McMaster and S.C. General Assembly on Same Page for Education 
Reform
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By Russ McKinney • Jan 25, 2019 

Members of the S.C.  House and Senate gave Gov. Henry McMaster a number 
of standing ovations Wednesday night (Jan. 23rd) during his second State of 
The State Address.  

For the first time in years, a Republican Governor and a Republican 
legislature are in sync on the major issue facing the state; reforming the 
state’s public education system.  That is a sign that meaningful reform may 
be within reach during this year’s legislative session.

Governor McMaster's Education Budget

By Russ McKinney • Jan 18, 2019 

Work is underway at the Statehouse on next year’s $9 Billion state budget 
which is expected to pump money into reforming the state’s public education 
system.

Gov. McMaster sent his budget recommendations to the legislature this 
week.  He calls for a 5 percent pay raise for teachers at a cost of about $155 
Million, $36 Million for colleges aimed at holding down tuition, and over $48 
Million to put more trained police officers and mental health counselors in 
schools.

Education Reform to Dominate 2019 Legislative Session

By Russ McKinney • Jan 11, 2019 

After the first week of this year’s session, it’s clear that the top priority for 
the South Carolina General Assembly is improving the state’s public school 
system, something that education advocates have been seeking for years.

In his Inaugural Address, Gov. Henry McMaster (R) joined legislative leaders 
in calling for what he termed a “bold" game plan to boost the state’s 
education system.

https://www.southcarolinapublicradio.org/people/russ-mckinney
https://www.southcarolinapublicradio.org/post/governor-mcmasters-education-budget
https://www.southcarolinapublicradio.org/people/russ-mckinney
https://www.southcarolinapublicradio.org/post/education-reform-dominate-2019-legislative-session
https://www.southcarolinapublicradio.org/people/russ-mckinney

