
Quarterly Issues and Program List

WCMH-TV
4th Quarter 2020

Pursuant to the disclosure requirements in 47 C.F. R. 73.3526(11)(i), and during the quarter referenced above, this station 
provided information to its viewers regarding the following significant issues, including:

Development/Economics
Health and Healthcare
Education
Transportation/Infrastructure
Crime and Safety 
Government (Laws, Taxes, Public officials)
Minorities & Disability Issues
Community

Programs

Channel Issue Time Date Duration Title of Program Narrative Description

4.1 Crime and 
Safety

5:00 
p.m.

10/01/2020 1 minute, 30 
seconds

NBC4 at 5 A Columbus police officer is behind bars tonight, 
accused of child porn. The Department of Public 
Safety confirms Raymond Rose III was arrested 
earlier today and is now on administrative leave. The 
department also confirms a family member of the 
alleged victim contacted internal affairs at the 
Columbus Police Department. Rose is accused of 
making a video of a young child back in July. 

4.1 Development/
Economics

6:03 
p.m.

10/01/2020 1 minute, 29 
seconds

NBC4 at 6

Restaurants are working to develop outdoor dining 
solutions before it gets too cold. Many local 
businesses are in danger of failing due to COVID-19 
and the public’s fear of exposure.
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Channel Issue Time Date Duration Title of Program Narrative Description

4.1 Crime and 
Safety

6:00 
p.m.

10/03/2020 1 minute, 49 
seconds

NBC4 at 6 Hilliard police are looking for a vehicle involved in a 
shooting on I-270. The shooting happened at the 
same time a parade in support of President Trump 
was traveling the loop. A 911 caller told dispatchers 
a black pickup truck with Trump and American flags 
shot at another vehicle. Columbus Mayor Andrew 
Ginther tweeted that acts of intimidation and 
violence during the freeway rally have no place in 
Columbus.

4.1 Community 6:03 
p.m.

10/05/2020 2 minutes, 15 
seconds

NBC4 at 6 Voters are warned to be wary about any information 
they find online. Information posted online may not 
be verified and could be untruthful or misleading.

4.1 Minorities & 
Disability 
Issues 

11:32 
a.m. 

10/06/2020 1 minute, 1 
second 

NBC4 Midday There are calls for change within the Pickerington 
school district after a white administrator and a black 
administrator were both punished differently after 
violating the same policy. Protesters are demanding 
six changes to promote equality in the district. 

4.1 Health and 
Healthcare

4:01 
p.m.

10/06/2020 1 minute, 45 
seconds

First at 4 We spoke to COVID-19 survivors about President 
Trump saying, “Don’t let COVID dominate your 
lives.” They felt this minimized their experience with 
the virus and support many people who don’t take 
precautions against spreading the virus.

4.1 Crime and 
Safety

5:32 
p.m.

10/07/2020 2 minutes NBC4 at 5 The number of traffic fatalities are rising as much as 
much as homicides in Franklin County. Shawn 
Lanier explains what those law enforcement groups 
are planning to do to keep you safe on the roads. 

4.1 Government 11:03 
p.m.

10/07/2020 1 minute, 45 
seconds

NBC4 at 11 Students are also keeping a close watch on this 
election. Some gathered for a socially-distant 
Presidential Debate watch party at Otterbein 
University. They feel it is important to keep 
informed about their choices.
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4.1 Health and 
Healthcare 

11:33 
a.m. 

10/12/2020 1 minute, 5 
seconds 

NBC4 Midday Indoor visitations at Ohio nursing homes resume 
today, months after they were closed to protect the 
elderly from Coronavirus. Families are relieved to be 
able to be with their loved ones again.

4.1 Health and 
Healthcare

5:34 
p.m.

10/13/2020 1 minute, 5 
seconds

NBC4 at 5 The Ohio Department of Health estimates millions of 
the state’s households contain lead-based paint, 
posing a danger to the youngest among us. 
Groundwork Ohio released their report on lead 
hazards, focusing on childcare centers. The group 
laid out a list of recommendations that the state and 
childcare providers can do to keep children safe from 
lead. 

4.1 Health and 
Healthcare

6:06 
a.m.

10/14/2020 1 minute, 15 
seconds

NBC4 Today Doctors urge everyone to get a flu shot as winter 
months approach. Getting the ordinary flu can 
endanger you to being more susceptible to COVID-
19 and harder for your body to fight the virus.

4.1 Health and 
Healthcare 

12:01 
p.m. 

10/15/2020 1 minute, 47 
seconds 

NBC4 Midday Ohio sets a record for single day Coronavirus cases 
and doctors expect cases to grow as the weather 
cools down and more people are gathering 
indoors. The public is urged to wear masks and 
socially separate.

4.1 Government 5:02 
p.m.

10/15/2020 1 minute, 45 
seconds

NBC4 at 5 Ohio Attorney General Dave Yost just announced 
reforms that have been drafted regarding the current 
no-knock warrant law here in Ohio. This comes after 
the death of Breonna Taylor, who was shot and 
killed during a no-knock warrant in Kentucky. AG 
Yost says no-knock warrants were designed for very 
rare occasions and will the reforms will clarify when 
they can be used. 
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4.1 Government 6:01 
p.m.

10/15/2020
2 minutes, 22 
seconds

NBC4 at 6 Even though early voting has had its ups and downs, 
election officials are confident the election will be 
secure and fair.

4.1
Health and 
Healthcare

5:59 
p.m.

10/16/2020

1 minute, 45 
seconds

NBC4 at 6 Hospitals are starting to fill up again with more 
COVID-19 cases reported. Hospital staff are worried 
that they will not be able to provide services to all 
the COVID-19 patients and the other patients who 
need care for other life-threatening illnesses.

4.1 Development/
Economics

6:33 
a.m.

10/17/2020 1 minute, 15 
seconds

NBC4 Today The Circleville Pumpkin Show, an annual event that 
brings lots of money to the surrounding community, 
was canceled due to the pandemic. Instead, they 
hosted a drive-thru event to try and make up some of 
the money they lost. 

4.1 Crime and 
Safety

11:02 
p.m.

10/19/2020 2 minutes NBC4 at 11 Columbus police say a 23-year-old man is being 
charged with felonious assault after a group of 
children became the latest victims of gun violence in 
the city. Three children were injured, two were shot.
when a shooting on a city interstate turned into a car 
wreck.

4.1 Health and 
Healthcare

11:04 
p.m.

10/21/2020 2 minutes, 30 
seconds

NBC4 at 11 Ohio has set another record as it grapples with the 
coronavirus. More than 2,300 new cases were 
reported today; the highest mark ever. 66 more 
deaths were also reported, which is the largest 
amount since October second. The number of people 
hospitalized for COVID-19 continues to climb, with 
135 new hospitalizations. Health experts say they do 
not see the spread slowing down unless we step up as 
a community.

4.1 Health and 
Healthcare

6:04 
p.m.

10/23/2020 1 minute, 57 
seconds

NBC4 at 6 Health officials are keeping an eye on bars and 
restaurants as Ohio State’s football game day nears 
to make sure they are complying with new health 
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regulations meant to stop the spread of the COVID-
19 virus during the event that typically draws large 
number of people to watch the event together.

4.1 Health and 
Healthcare 

11:02 
a.m. 

10/28/2020 1 minute, 35 
seconds 

NBC4 Midday The surge in Coronavirus cases in Ohio is 
threatening to derail the next several months, and the 
Governor says another shutdown is possible. 

4.1 Development/
Economics

5:01 
p.m.

10/28/2020 2 minutes, 10 
seconds

NBC4 at 5 $5 billion could soon be pumped into Ohio’s 
economy to help businesses across the state. 
Governor Mike DeWine announced today the funds 
would come from the Ohio Bureau of Worker’s 
Compensation fund. NBC4’s Allen Henry explains 
how the funding would work, and how soon 
employers could expect those checks. 

4.1 Minorities & 
Disability 
Issues

5:30 
p.m.

10/29/2020 1 minute, 45 
seconds

NBC4 at 5 The final push to get the vote out is underway, and 
the pressure is strong tonight in the black 
community. The NAACP says Ohio is one of twelve 
black battleground states. The organization is making 
sure people of color here in central Ohio, who are 
legally registered to vote, understand the process. A 
member of the local chapter says they want the 
democracy to work for everyone, especially 
marginalized people. 
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4.1 Community 5:15 
p.m.

10/30/2020 2 minutes, 20 
seconds

NBC4 at 5 The Community Shelter Board is a non-profit 
organization here in Columbus that works to help 
people who are homeless. Unfortunately, many 
people have fallen on hard times during the 
pandemic. The CSB is helping men, women and 
families look for a bed to sleep in and find temporary 
homes. Nearly 1,200 people sleep in shelters, and 
hundreds of others sleep in the streets here in 
Columbus and Franklin county. Tomorrow, the CSB 
is holding a fundraising event to keep their mission 
going. 

4.1 Government 6:11 
p.m.

11/01/2020 2 minutes, 16 
seconds

NBC4 at 6 Ohio Secretary of State Frank Larose discussed how 
to prevent the spread of COVID-19 at the polls. 
Larose said there will be plenty of signs letting 
people know what to expect when they walk in to 
any of Ohio’s 88 County Board of Elections. He says 
poll workers will be focused on making sure people 
wear masks and are socially distanced.

4.1 Government 11:01 
p.m.

11/01/2020 2 minutes NBC4 at 11 Early voting in Ohio is shattering records with 3-4 
million votes in Ohio already cast. Tomorrow there 
will be only two ways left to vote, either in person or 
handing in your absentee ballot. Polls open in seven 
and a half hours. Polling locations will look a little 
different tomorrow because of the pandemic; that 
includes curbside voting for those who might be sick 
and don't want to go into a polling place.

4.1 Government 5:08 
p.m.

11/03/2020 1 minute, 45 
seconds

NBC4 at 5 A big issue on the ballot for voters in Franklin 
County: Issue 2. According to Columbus Mayor 
Andrew Ginther, it’s a step to reform the city’s 
police department, following a summer of 
demonstrations. Tonight, it’s up the voters if this is 
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the right step to take. NBC4 spoke to voters to ask 
how they feel about this issue. 

4.1
Crime and 
Safety

6:03 
p.m.

11/04/2020
2 minutes, 18 
seconds

NBC4 at 6 With Issue 2 passed, Columbus city leaders are 
taking the next steps toward a civilian review board. 
The board will review any future questionable police 
actions by Columbus police officers.

4.1 Health and 
Healthcare

4:07 
a.m.

11/06/2020 1 minute, 10 
seconds

NBC4 Today Contact tracers are working overtime to manage 
COVID-19 spread. Franklin County has had to bring 
in workers from other departments to keep up with 
demand.

4.1 Education 4:02 
p.m.

11/06/2020 1 minute, 46 
seconds

First at 4 The Groveport Madison school district shutdown 
student busing after an outbreak of COVID-19. 
Students and parents will have to provide their own 
transportation.

4.1 Government 6:05 
p.m.

11/06/2020 2 minutes, 8 
seconds

NBC4 at 6 With the election over, the next battle in the state is 
redrawing congressional districts. Some officials say 
that years of gerrymandering have made elections 
unfair and not representative of the people.

4.1 Health and 
Healthcare

5:45 
p.m.

11/10/2020 2 minutes, 25 
seconds

NBC4 at 5 Infectious disease experts say the impact of COVID-
19 is leading to record-high demand of the Flu 
vaccine this year. But some patients are being turned 
away from local providers because they are running 
out of supply. NBC4’s Jennifer Bullock went to local 
health officials to find out the reason behind the 
reported shortage, and what central Ohioans can do 
to make sure they are protected. 

4.1 Crime and 
Safety

11:23 
a.m. 

11/11/2020 1 minute, 41 
seconds 

NBC4 Midday The Westerville Police Department has added its first 
Therapy K9 to the force, offering comfort to crime 
victims and human police officers alike. 
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4.1 Health and 
Healthcare

5:59 
p.m.

11/11/2020 1 minute NBC4 at 6 Governor DeWine reissued a new mask mandate, 
which requires businesses to post warnings and 
enforce mask-wearing. Officials are hoping this will 
get everyone to take COVID-19 precautions so that 
the number of cases will decline.

4.1 Development/
Economics

6:01 
p.m.

11/12/2020 6 minutes, 8 
seconds

NBC4 at 6 Local businesses react after Governor DeWine 
threatened more shutdowns if COVID-19 continues 
to spread. Some are threatening lawsuits as more 
shutdowns could likely put them out of business.

4.1 Health and 
Healthcare

7:00 
p.m.

11/14/2020 2 minutes, 21 
seconds

NBC4 at 7 A day after setting a new daily case record, health 
officials report 7,715 new cases of COVID-19. As 
cases across the country and in Ohio continue to 
break records, everything from football to eating out 
is in danger. With the number of new cases showing 
little sign of slowing down, public health officials are 
pointing the finger at small gatherings like weddings 
and football watch parties.

4.1 Community 11:01 
p.m.

11/16/2020 1 minute, 30 
seconds 

NBC4 at 11 Columbus and Franklin County Metro Parks 
announced their own mask requirement, saying this 
step is to protect the health and well-being of visitors 
and staff. Highbanks Metro Park has seen a 30% 
increase in traffic during this pandemic.

4.1 Education 5:32 
p.m.

11/18/2020 2 minutes, 20 
seconds

NBC4 at 5 The Gahanna-Jefferson school levy has been 
narrowly approved by voters in the district. 
Unofficial results from election night show the issue 
passed by just two votes. After more ballots came 
through the mail, it passed by 76. Now the district 
will move forward with plans, like building a new 
high school and adding on to the middle and 
elementary schools. 
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4.1 Health and 
Healthcare

7:05 
p.m.

11/21/2020 1 minute, 42 
seconds

NBC4 at 7 The demand for coronavirus testing hit a new high in 
Hilliard as Franklin County reached the highest level 
on the state’s health advisory system. The goal was 
to test 600 people, but long lines forced volunteers to 
get more tests. Health officials urged people to leave 
the test kits for people who needed them. 

4.1 Development/
Economics

11:17 
a.m. 

11/30/2020 1 minute, 11 
seconds 

NBC4 Midday Small businesses in the Short North are reporting a 
boost in business as holiday shopping gets underway, 
and they say loyal customers are keeping them afloat 
during the pandemic. 

4.1 Minorities & 
Disability 
Issues

11:24 
a.m. 

12/01/2020 2 minutes, 6 
seconds 

NBC4 Midday Bridgeway Academy in Columbus is finishing 
construction on a new location that will allow 
children with Autism and developmental disabilities 
to learn under one roof.  

4.1 Crime and 
Safety

4:04 
p.m.

12/01/2020 1 minute, 50 
seconds

First at 4 A large-scale investigation leads to nine people 
indicted on drug, weapon, and theft charges in 
Hilliard. Police say a large crime ring has been shut 
down.

4.1 Education 6:05 
p.m.

.

12/01/2020 2 minutes, 8 
seconds

NBC4 at 6 Schools are changing their "snow day" policy to 
embrace virtual learning moving forward. In the 
future, many schools are looking to use virtual 
learning on bad-weather days that schools are 
typically closed.

4.1 Government 5:59 
p.m.
.

12/03/2020 1 minute, 27 
seconds

NBC4 at 6 NBC4 investigates whether stay-at-home advisories 
and curfew orders are making a difference in the 
fight against COVID-19. Are the numbers of 
infections in Central Ohio going down?

4.1 Government 5:59 
p.m.

12/04/2020 2 minutes, 8 
seconds

NBC4 at 6 Governor DeWine lays out the plan to distribute the 
COVID-19 vaccine in Ohio. Caregivers in hospitals 
and nursing homes will get vaccines first, and 
nursing home patients. 
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4.1 Education 5:09 
p.m.

12/07/2020 2 minutes NBC4 at 5 The City of Columbus is celebrating a milestone 
today, by starting construction on a $20 million 
Early Learning Center. Mayor Ginther says every 
child deserves a strong foundation no matter what 
zip code they live in. The facility will have 
classrooms, a medical suite and a kitchen to address 
the needs of families in west Columbus.

4.1 Education 5:37 
p.m.

12/08/2029 2 minutes, 25 
seconds

NBC4 at 5 With coronavirus cases rising, the Ohio Education 
Association (OEA) is urging Governor DeWine to 
issue a statewide order for all schools to conduct 
remote learning until January 11th. Several districts 
are already doing this on their own – about 40% of 
the state. Governor DeWine has not responded to this 
call from OEA at this time, but he has acknowledged 
a teacher shortage in the state. 

4.1 Health and 
Healthcare

4:04 
p.m.

12/09/2020 1 minute, 55 
seconds

First at 4 The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center 
held a COVID-19 briefing, announcing that their 
number of Intensive Care Unit patients are up 300% 
in the past 2 months. This affects the care that they 
are able to give all their patients. 

4.1 Community 11:01 
p.m.

12/11/2020 1 minute, 30 
seconds 

NBC4 at11 Hundreds of people gathered in downtown 
Columbus to peacefully protest the shooting death of 
Casey Goodson Junior, the 23-year-old black man 
who died last Friday after he was shot and killed by a 
Franklin County deputy. This shooting is still under 
investigation by local and federal authorities.

4.1 Community 6:34 
a.m.

12/12/2020 1 minute, 18 
seconds

NBC4 Today Central Ohio food pantries were forced to turn away 
families after they ran out of food. The community 
then stepped up and donated 2,500 pounds of food.
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4.1 Health and 
Healthcare

3:00 
p.m.

12/14/2020 57 minutes NBC4 News 
Special Report

COVID-19 vaccines have arrived in Ohio, and the 
first shots were administered in local hospitals to 
frontline workers. We interviewed nurses and 
doctors as the shots were being given.

4.1 Minorities & 
Disability 
Issues

5:31 
p.m.

12/15/2020 2 minutes NBC4 at 5 The Columbus Division of Police says it is 
welcoming one of its most diverse recruit classes in 
recent history. Almost half of the class is female. Of 
the men – four are black, two are Hispanic, one is 
Asian, one is Native American, and five identify as 
other. 

4.1 Health and 
Healthcare

11:03 
p.m.

12/15/2020 2 minutes NBC4 at 11 More frontline workers here in central Ohio are 
getting the first dose of the Covid-19 vaccine.
The Wexner Medical Center vaccinated more today, 
and OhioHealth is starting tomorrow. 
But some of the smaller and more rural central Ohio 
hospitals don't have the vaccine yet.

4.1 Development/
Economics

11:15 
a.m. 

12/16/2020 2 minutes NBC4 Midday This year, nearly 1 in 6 people will face food 
insecurity, and donations to the Mid-Ohio Food 
Collective goes even farther today on Double Your 
Donation Day, thanks to the help of local sponsors. 

4.1 Government 11:33 
a.m. 

12/17/2020 2 minutes, 3 
seconds 

NBC4 Midday In the final days of the lame duck session at the Ohio 
Statehouse, lawmakers are debating the so-called 
“Stand your Ground Bill” which would remove 
someone’s duty to retreat before using force in self-
defense. 

4.1 Minorities & 
Disability 
Issues

6:36 
a.m.

12/18/2020 1 minute, 30 
seconds

NBC4 Today A local firearms instructor says minority students are 
fearful of open carrying because of police shootings.

4.1 Education 5:30 
p.m.

12/18/2020 2 minutes, 30 
seconds

NBC4 at 5 No winter sports until at least January for Columbus 
City Schools, as the stay-at-home advisory is 
extended across Franklin County. Coaches say they 



Quarterly Issues and Program List

12

Channel Issue Time Date Duration Title of Program Narrative Description

understand safety is the most important thing, but 
they are frustrated other schools are still playing. 
Students who are in their final year of high school 
are disappointed their last season is slipping away 
without getting the chance to play.  

4.1 Community 11:57 
a.m. 

12/21/2020 1 minute NBC4 Midday Columbus Police partnered with volunteers to 
distribute groceries to about 100 low-income 
families and the homeless for Christmas. 

4.1 Crime and 
Safety 

12:00 
p.m. 

12/22/2020 1 minute, 59 
seconds 

NBC4 Midday A call to Columbus Police about a suspicious car 
turned deadly, when an officer shot an unarmed 
black man who later died at the hospital. 

4.1 Development/
Economics

11:22 
a.m. 

12/23/2020 1 minute, 58 
seconds 

NBC4 Midday A local catering company is trying to make up 
business this holiday season after many events were 
cancelled this year. They are creating “New Year’s 
Eve” bundles packaged to-go to bring gourmet foods 
to your home on December 31st. 

4.1 Government 5:00 
p.m.

12/24/2020 3 minutes NBC4 at 5 Columbus Police Chief Thomas Quinlan says he is 
taking immediate action to terminate officer Adam 
Coy, who shot and killed Andre’ Hill earlier this 
week. He just released a video statement outlining 
the steps he plans to take. One step he has already 
taken is the filing of departmental charges, alleging 
critical misconduct. 

4.1  Health and 
Healthcare

5:30 
p.m.

12/28/2020 2 minutes NBC4 at 5 New Year’s Eve is Thursday, and Ohio State’s Sugar 
Bowl game in New Orleans is Friday. Both 
occasions are reasons to celebrate, but health experts 
warn this could cause another spike in COVID-19 
cases. They ask that people stay at home to celebrate, 
and to not gather with people outside of their 
household. There is an especially high risk if people 
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gather now, after gathering with their families during 
the holiday. 
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The station also aired the following public service announcements during the 1st quarter:

Type of Issue Duration Title or Narrative

Community 15 seconds Cancer Support Community Golf Classic

Education 30 seconds Ohio Arts & Culture

Community 30/60 seconds Make a Wish Foundation

Minorities and Disability 
Issues

15/30/60 seconds Autism Speaks – Julia, the Muppet

Education 10/20/30 seconds COSI Connects

Health and Healthcare 30/60 seconds Children’s Cancer Research

Education 15/30/60 seconds Promoting the Boys & Girls Club

Community 15/30 seconds Join AmeriCorps – This is Your Moment

Government 30 seconds Ohio Absentee Voting

Transportation/Infrastructure 30 seconds Keep America Beautiful – Recycle

Community 15 seconds Maddie’s Fund – Shelter Pets

Health and Healthcare 30 seconds Feeding America; Wishful Thinking – from the Ad Council

Health and Healthcare 30 seconds Ronald McDonald House Charities
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Health and Healthcare 15/30 seconds Red Cross Blood Appeal from American Red Cross

Government 15/30 seconds Live Here Serve Here – Ohio National Guard

Government 15/30 seconds Ohio National Guard – Guard Family

Government 15/30 seconds Ohio National Guard - COVID-19 Response

Government 15/30 seconds Ohio National Guard – Serve Close to Home

Government 15/30 seconds Ohio National Guard – Trade Skills

Community 15/30 seconds Humane Society – Shelter Pet Adoption

Government 30 seconds Franklin County Board of Elections: Let’s Vote Ohio


