
Quarterly Issues and Program List

WCMH-TV
2nd Quarter 2021

Pursuant to the disclosure requirements in 47 C.F. R. 73.3526(11)(i), and during the quarter referenced above, this station 
provided information to its viewers regarding the following significant issues, including:

Development/Economics
Health and Healthcare
Education
Transportation/Infrastructure
Crime and Safety 
Government (Laws, Taxes, Public officials)
Minorities & Disability Issues
Community

Programs

Channel Issue Time Date Duration Title of Program Narrative Description

4.1 Development/
Economics

11:32 
a.m. 

4/01/2021 2 minutes, 39 
seconds 

NBC4 Midday The Center for Disease Control eviction moratorium 
has only helped about 30 people in Franklin County 
stay in their homes, mostly due to loopholes and 
challenges in the eviction process. 

4.1 Development/
Economics

6:00 
p.m.

4/01/2021 1 minute, 35 
seconds

NBC4 at 6 Columbus City Schools seeks community input on 
the future of its buildings and classrooms.

4.1 Minorities & 
Disability 
Issues

5:08 
p.m.

4/02/2021 1 minute, 55 
seconds

NBC4 at 5 The African American Male Wellness Agency is 
bringing attention to the growing opioid crisis in 
Columbus’ black community. Between 2019 and 
2020, the Franklin County coroner reported a 44% 
increase in African American opioid overdose 
deaths. Because of this, the AAMWA is reaching out 
to local churches, community centers and 
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barbershops to help spread the word about opioid 
abuse and distribute Narcan resource kits. 

4.1 Development/
Economics

6:06 
p.m.

4/02/2021 2 minutes, 21 
seconds

NBC4 at 6 A local non-profit is being overwhelmed when it 
comes to calls regarding affordable housing in 
Columbus.

4.1 Education 7:01 
p.m.

4/02/2021 1 minute, 29 
seconds

NBC4 at 7 Today marks the first day of Spring Break for 
Columbus City Schools. Students have been 
encouraged to engage in safe, educational activities. 
Over the next ten days, a list of community partners, 
including the Columbus Zoo, The Columbus 
Museum of Art, the Metropolitan Library and the 
Franklin Park Observatory are all offering activities 
at free or reduced costs to keep young people active.

4.1 Government 4:00 
p.m.

4/05/2021 1 minute, 45 
seconds

First at 4 Governor DeWine is simplifying the state’s Health 
Orders, offering more flexibility to spring and 
summer events.

4.1 Crime and 
Safety

6:34 
a.m.

4/06/2021 1 minute, 30 
seconds

NBC4 Today The Columbus City Council approved funding for its 
Reimagining Public Safety plan which would require 
additional training for police officers.

4.1 Crime and 
Safety

11:00 
p.m.

4/06/2021 2 minutes, 45 
seconds 

NBC4 at 11  The Columbus Zoo is known as the crown jewel of 
Central Ohio, but its image is tarnished tonight, with 
the release of a preliminary report on the misuse of 
resources and "improper conduct" from the highest 
levels of zoo management. The zoo's Chief 
Executive Officer Tom Stalf and Chief Financial 
Officer Greg Bell resigned last week in the midst of 
the growing scandal.  

4.1 Education 11:53 
a.m. 

4/08/2021 1 minute, 53 
seconds 

NBC4 Midday The Columbus Symphony Orchestra is offering kids 
free admission to its Masterworks concerts this 
season to expose and inspire more students to 
classical music. 
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4.1 Health and 
Healthcare

6:03 
a.m.

4/09/2021 1 minute, 30 
seconds

NBC4 Today Franklin County returns to a Level 4 on the state’s 
Public Health Advisory map because of the 
extremely high spread of coronavirus in the county.

4.1 Education 5:08 
p.m.

4/13/2021 2 minutes, 25 
seconds

NBC4 at 5 Since the Coronavirus pandemic, there’s a nursing 
shortage across the country. Central Ohio is no 
exception, but there is a program hoping to aid this 
growing problem in the months ahead with an 
accelerated program. It allows people who wish to 
enter the field of nursing to get the education they 
need within 16 months. It’s through Xavier 
University, which is based in Cincinnati but has 
branches here in Columbus. 

4.1 Development/
Economics

11:33
a.m. 

4/14/2021 2 minute, 6 
seconds 

NBC4 Midday State funds and private donations are 
funding renovations to the downtown Columbus 
Ohio Theater to make patrons more comfortable, 
while maintaining the historic charm of 
the 93-year-old building. 

4.1 Health and 
Healthcare 

11:03
a.m. 

4/16/2021 1 minute, 46 
seconds 

NBC4 Midday Franklin County is once again at the highest level on 
the state’s COVID-19 advisory map, and public 
health officials are urging everyone to get vaccinated 
and continue to wear face masks in public. 

4.1 Development/
Economics

11:46
a.m. 

4/16/2021 2 minute, 34 
seconds 

NBC4 Midday Some people in Franklin County who are receiving 
rental assistance are still at risk of getting 
evicted, and one Columbus councilwoman is 
proposing three ordinances that give tenants more 
protection. 

4.1 Crime and 
Safety

12:02
p.m. 

4/16/2021 1 minute, 38 
seconds 

NBC4 at Noon More than 90 people were arrested this week in a 
large crackdown on human trafficking, just days 
after a new law went into effect in Ohio, making 
penalties tougher for those seeking to purchase sex. 
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4.1 Government 6:04 
p.m.

4/19/2021 1 minute, 55 
seconds

NBC4 at 6 Ohio Democrats have introduced their latest plan to 
address gun violence in the state.

4.1 Development/
Economics

6:37 
a.m.

4/20/2021 1 minute, 40 
seconds

NBC4 Today The City of Westerville approved a designated 
outdoor refreshment area to boost business in 
Uptown.

4.1 Government 5:30 
p.m.

4/23/2021 2 minutes, 25 
seconds

NBC4 at 5 Tonight, and throughout the weekend, protests are 
being anticipated in central Ohio after the fatal 
shooting of a 16-year-old girl by a Columbus police 
officer. It comes as lawmakers work on bills that 
would increase penalties for offenses when protests 
turn violent. Some believe this is an infringement of 
first amendment rights. Sponsors say this is about the 
safety of officers and demonstrators. 

4.1 Government 6:04 
p.m.

4/26/2021 2 minute, 4 
seconds

NBC4 at 6 An independent review found Columbus was 
unprepared for massive protests in the wake of the 
death of George Floyd.

4.1 Community 5:30 
p.m.

4/27/2021 1 minute, 55 
seconds

NBC4 at 5 One local food pantry is helping to put meals on the 
table, while also celebrating 50 years of serving the 
community. The food pantry at Broad Street 
Presbyterian Church started out as a little closet, 
serving about 2,000 people a year. Now they serve 
hundreds more. The pandemic has been a difficult 
time for them, as they were serving more people who 
were facing financial issues. But leaders at the food 
pantry say the number of people in need is starting to 
go down. 
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4.1  Minorities & 
Disability 
Issues

5:44 
p.m.

4/29/2021 2 minutes, 15 
seconds

NBC4 at 5 An organization that’s helped young people in our 
area for 20 years is taking new steps to help LGBTQ 
youth. Many LGBTQ young people are homeless, 
and now Kaleidoscope is providing housing. The 
group is also helping those who have been through 
neglect. teaching kids and teens how to get back on 
their feet through cooking and budget lessons. 

4.1 Crime and 
Safety

5:59 
p.m.

4/30/2021 5 minutes, 45 
seconds

NBC4 at 6 A federal judge says Columbus police ran "amok" 
responding to peaceful protesters and has ordered the 
Division to change its tactics.

4.1 Government 6:06 
a.m.

5/02/2021 1 minute, 1 
second

NBC4 Today Walk-up vaccine clinics were held in an effort to get 
more members of the Black and Brown communities 
to get vaccinated. Congresswoman Joyce Beatty 
weighed-in on its importance.

4.1 Health and 
Healthcare

6:06 
p.m.

5/03/2021 1 minute, 41 
seconds

NBC4 at 6 Flu hospitalizations in Ohio dropped by 99% this 
season due to pandemic precautions.

4.1 Education 6:42 
a.m.

5/05/2021 2 minutes, 58 
seconds

NBC4 Today It’s National Teacher Appreciation Week, and 
educators across the nation have had to make major 
adjustments during this unprecedented school year. 
One local teacher is helping to develop a new, 
innovative way to teach vocabulary to younger 
students.

4.1 Crime and 
Safety

5:59 
p.m.

5/05/2021 3 minutes NBC4 at 6 Attorneys representing the victims of Dr. Richard 
Strauss say Ohio State University is violating court 
rules by bargaining in bad faith over hundreds of 
sexual abuse cases.

4.1 Education 6:05 
p.m.

5/05/2021 2 minutes, 13 
seconds

NBC4 at 6 A new Ohio State University program helps near-
graduates who dropped out of school finally get their 
diplomas.

4.1 Health and 
Healthcare

4:05 
a.m.

5/06/2021 1 minute, 23 
seconds

NBC4 Today Columbus City Schools debuted its fall reopening 
plan at a school board meeting Wednesday night. 
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Board members heard from various district 
departments on COVID-19 safety measures.

4.1 Government 5:06 
a.m.

5/07/2021 1 minute, 10 
seconds

NBC4 Today Sports betting is one step closer to becoming legal in 
Ohio. Under a proposed bill, Ohio would get 10% of 
the revenue, some of which would go toward 
education and help for people with gambling 
addictions.

4.1 Government 12:04
p.m. 

5/12/2021 1 minute, 5 
seconds 

NBC4 at Noon Upper Arlington Schools is holding off on using 
new gender-neutral bathrooms, after receiving a 
letter from the city stating that state code requires 
them to be labeled male or female. 

4.1 Government 6:01 
p.m.

5/12/2021 1 minute, 39 
seconds

NBC4 at 6 Ohio is reinstating the work-search requirement for 
Unemployment Benefits recipients.

4.1 Health and 
Healthcare

6:35 
a.m.

5/13/2021 1 minute, 38 
seconds

NBC4 Today The Pfizer vaccine is now available to children as 
young as 12. The shots will be available at many of 
the same locations, but any 12-year-old who goes to 
a pharmacy for the vaccine will need a prescription.

4.1 Development/
Economics

11:35
a.m. 

5/14/2021 1 minute, 3 
seconds 

NBC4 Midday The Lieutenant Governor says Ohio will no longer 
participate in the federal unemployment 
bonus to reopen the economy and make sure 
employers stay in Ohio. 

4.1 Health and 
Healthcare

6:04 
p.m.

5/17/2021 2 minutes, 1 
second

NBC4 at 6 New guidance from the Center for Disease Control, 
as well as Federal, State, and local health officials, is 
causing plenty of confusion about mask wearing.

4.1 Minorities & 
Disability 
Issues

7:01 
p.m.

5/18/2021 1 minute, 15 
seconds 

NBC4 at 7 Six months after Ohio formed an Infant Mortality 
Task Force aimed at identifying racial disparities, 
we're getting an update on its efforts.
According to an Ohio Department of Health report, 
nearly 14 black babies die for every 1,000 live births. 
That's triple the number of white infant that die.
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4.1 Crime and 
Safety

4:04 
a.m.

5/19/2021 1 minute, 32 
seconds

NBC4 Today The final four candidates for Columbus Chief of 
Police will be taking part in a virtual town hall. They 
will address questions and concerns sent in by 
residents.

4.1 Government 5:07 
p.m.

5/19/2021 2 minutes, 15 
seconds

NBC4 at 5 Ohio made national news when it passed the Stand 
Your Ground legislation. But there is still a big 
appetite at the Ohio Statehouse to loosen restrictions 
on gun owners. Right now, there are controversial 
bills moving through at the statehouse including 
“constitutional carry” and “duty to inform.” The 
latter would remove the requirement that a concealed 
carry-holder inform a police officer they are carrying 
a weapon.  

4.1 Education 6:02 
p.m.

5/19/2021 4 minutes, 48 
seconds

NBC4 at 6 Mega Donors to the Ohio State University say 
money given to create scholarships was spent by the 
university in other ways.

4.1 Crime and 
Safety

6:04 
p.m.

5/20/2021 1 minute, 37 
seconds

NBC4 at 6 Groups pledge to stop violence in Columbus as the 
city reports a record high in homicides.

4.1 Development/
Economics

11:23
a.m. 

5/26/2021 2 minutes, 18 
seconds 

NBC4 Midday The Short North Arts District is creating an incentive 
program to encourage shoppers to buy local and give 
back to the neighborhood that has been struggling 
during the pandemic. 

4.1 Minorities & 
Disability 
Issues 

11:25
a.m. 

5/27/2021 1 minute, 56 
seconds 

NBC4 Midday A business is Springfield is offering people with 
special needs life-changing job training that includes 
anything from manufacturing, customer service, and 
food preparation. 

4.1 Education 11:35
a.m. 

5/28/2021 2 minutes, 26 
seconds

NBC4 Midday An upcoming program at the Ohio State University 
allows local high school students to get an early start 
in aviation careers with hands-on experience and 
training. 
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4.1 Minorities and 
Disability 
Issues 

11:31 
a.m. 

6/01/2021 1 minute, 33 
seconds 

NBC4 Midday The City of Columbus is kicking off Pride month, to 
recognize and celebrate the LGBTQ community. 
City Hall will be lit in rainbow colors, as the 
city hands out the “Illuminator” award. 

4.1 Transportation/ 
Infrastructure

5:30 
p.m.

6/01/2021 2 minutes, 25 
seconds

NBC4 at 5 Experts fear more drivers on the road this summer 
will lead to more fatal car crashes involving 
teenagers. The American Auto Association calls this 
period the “100 Deadliest Days.” On average, AAA 
says they see 7 deaths a day from crashes during the 
summer months. With some teenagers out of practice 
during the pandemic, AAA is offering driving 
classes. They hope this will help bring down the 
number of crashes seen this summer. 

4.1 Government 6:05 
p.m.

6/01/2021 1 minute, 57 
seconds

NBC4 at 6 State lawmakers have 30 days to approve the state's 
budget, and big tax cuts could be coming to Ohioans.

4.1 Health and 
Healthcare

6:06 
p.m.

6/02/2021 1 minute, 55 
seconds

NBC4 at 6 Delaware County leads the state when it comes to 
vaccination rates.

4.1
Transportation/
Infrastructure

6:10 
p.m.

6/02/2021
1 minute, 52 
seconds

NBC4 at 6 Ohio Senator Sherrod Brown sits down with NBC4 
to talk about his push for broad infrastructure 
investments in Ohio.

4.1 Development/
Economics

11:31 
a.m. 

6/07/2021 1 minute, 27 
seconds 

NBC4 Midday Columbus area drive-in movie theaters have 
experienced a boom in business during the 
pandemic, and they are hoping to continue this 
summer with a new film series. 

4.1 Community 12:05 
p.m. 

6/07/2021 1 minute, 27 
seconds 

NBC4 at Noon The Columbus Recreation and Parks summer camp 
program is back, providing over 3,000 young people 
with more than a place to play – they also getting a 
safe and healthy outlet while school is out. 

4.1 Health and 
Healthcare

5:31 
p.m.

6/07/2021 2 minutes, 15 
seconds

NBC4 at 5 The Food and Drug Administration has approved the 
first new drug to treat Alzheimer’s disease in nearly 
two decades. For some families, the new treatment is 
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providing the first new ray of hope they’ve had in a 
long time. 

4.1 Community 5:32 
p.m.

6/08/2021 2 minutes, 20 
seconds

NBC4 at 5 There is a new art that mural artists are bringing to 
life in the Hilltop area of Columbus. They’re hoping 
the artwork will lift a community that, for two years 
now, has had to give up the Summer Jam West 
concert because of the pandemic. The mural isn’t 
ready yet, but the artists plan to finish it soon so 
people passing by can be inspired, talk to each other, 
and do good things together. 

4.1 Education 5:07 
p.m.

6/09/2021 2 minutes, 25 
seconds

NBC4 at 5 It’s been more than 20 years since Ohio’s school 
funding formula was declared unconstitutional. Now 
lawmakers are racing to fix it before the end of the 
month. Today, a group of teachers, parents and 
advocates came to the statehouse to voice their 
opinions. One big issue they’re trying to address is 
that the current formula relies too much on property 
tax, giving students an unequal education. The 
House’s new plan creates a long-term formula, 
determining the cost of each student. 

4.1 Health and 
Healthcare

6:59 
p.m.

6/14/2021 1 minute, 20 
seconds

NBC4 at 7 Columbus City Council voted to give the green light 
for residents to receive $100 after getting their 
COVID-19 vaccine. Council President Shannon 
Hardin says he does not want people to think this is 
just an incentive program. He says it’s a way to help 
people get the shot who might need help financially.

4.1 Education 6:06 
a.m.

6/16/2021 1 minute, 30 
seconds

NBC4 Today Columbus City Schools outlined its back-to-school 
plans for the start of the 2021-2022 school year, in 
accordance with changing health guidelines, by 
lifting most COVID-19 restrictions for vaccinated 
students. 
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4.1 Development/ 
Economics

5:30 
p.m.

6/16/2021 1 minute, 45 
seconds

NBC4 at 5 A brand-new hospital tower, along with state-of-the-
art research facilities are coming to Nationwide 
Children’s Hospital. The healthcare center just 
announced a five-year plan, totaling $3.3 billion. It 
will go towards new buildings for clinical research 
and programs for childcare. The hospital says these 
developments will all be financed through a 
combination of philanthropy, operations and debt 
funding. 

4.1 Government 6:59 
p.m.

6/16/2021 1 minute, 57 
seconds

NBC4 at 7 Nearly a year after his arrest, State Representative 
Larry Householder has been removed from the Ohio 
House of Representatives. It’s a move that hasn’t 
been done for 150 years. Last summer, Householder 
and four others were arrested and accused of the 
largest bribery scandal in Ohio’s history.

4.1 Development/
Economics

6:07 
a.m.

6/17/2021 1 minute, 30 
seconds

NBC4 Today The Columbus Crew Soccer teams announced plans 
to redevelop their old stadium site into a community 
park. 

4.1 Health and 
Healthcare 

11:46 
a.m. 

6/17/2021 2 minutes NBC4 Midday The American Red Cross is experiencing a blood 
shortage, due to fewer blood drives and an increase 
in trauma and elective surgeries. They are calling on 
more donors to come forward to replenish the local 
blood supply. 

4.1 Minorities & 
Disability 
Issues

5:14 
p.m.

6/18/2021 1 minute, 25 
seconds

NBC4 at 5 Juneteenth is the newest federal holiday here in the 
United States. June 19th is also known as Freedom 
Day – the moment when slaves in Texas learned they 
were emancipated. Columbus and Central Ohio will 
celebrate this weekend. At Goodale Park, the 
Juneteenth Jubilee will have vendors, activities and 
health screenings for the community. 
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4.1 Crime and 
Safety 

11:03 
p.m.

6/18/2021 1 minute, 10 
seconds

NBC4 at 11 There were quite a few lighting strikes throughout 
central Ohio today. Summer starts on Sunday, and 
with that comes the chance for more severe 
thunderstorms. Franklin County Emergency 
Management has for tips on keeping everyone safe 
during severe weather season.

4.1 Government 7:35 
a.m.

6/20/2021 1 minute, 55 
seconds

NBC4 Today Ohio Congressional Leaders set aside $3 million in 
efforts to expand broadband access to more Ohioans. 

4.1 Transportation/
Infrastructure 

11:31 
a.m. 

6/21/2020 2 minutes, 30 
seconds 

NBC4 Midday A stretch of highway between Dublin and Marysville 
is the pathway for 423 strands of Broadband fiber 
and roadside technology that could 
attract engineering and tech companies to the region. 

4.1 Minorities & 
Disability 
Issues

6:07 
p.m.

6/21/2021 1 minute, 40 
seconds

NBC4 at 6 Suicidal thoughts are a common problem for 
LGBTQ youth, and experts say the pandemic made 
things worse.

4.1 Development/
Economics

5:59 
p.m.

6/22/2021 2 minutes, 37 
seconds NBC4 at 6

Restaurants and businesses that received tens of 
thousands of dollars in help when the pandemic 
began are facing tough challenges ahead.

4.1 Government 6:02 
p.m.

6/24/2021 3 minutes, 53 
seconds

NBC4 at 6
As protesters hold a voting rights rally at the 
Statehouse, lawmakers added a controversial 
amendment to the Name Image and Likeness bill 
barring transgenders from competing in women's 
sports.

4.1 Health and 
Healthcare

6:06 
p.m.

6/24/2021 1 minute, 11 
seconds

NBC4 at 6 The Center for Disease Control says there is a link 
between the COVID-19 vaccine and a rare heart 
inflammation in young people.

4.1 Crime and 
Safety

6:02 
p.m.

6/25/2021 3 minutes, 13 
seconds

NBC4 at 6 The family of a 17-year-old girl who was shot and 
killed speak out as city leaders and the new police 
chief talk about ending violence in the city.
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4.1 Education 5:59 
p.m.

6/30/2021 3 minutes, 12 
seconds

NBC4 at 6 New reading test scores give new evidence to the 
claim that students have been set back due to the 
pandemic.
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The station also aired the following public service announcements during the 1st quarter:

Type of Issue Duration Title or Narrative

Community 30/60 seconds Make a Wish Foundation

Minorities and Disability 
Issues

15/30/60 seconds Autism Speaks – Julia, the Muppet

Health and Healthcare 30/60 seconds Children’s Cancer Research

Education 15/30/60 seconds Promoting the Boys & Girls Club

Transportation/Infrastructure 30 seconds Keep America Beautiful – Recycle

Community 15 seconds Maddie’s Fund – Shelter Pets

Health and Healthcare 30 seconds Feeding America; Wishful Thinking – from the Ad Council

Health and Healthcare 30 seconds Ronald McDonald House Charities

Health and Healthcare 15/30 seconds Red Cross Blood Appeal from American Red Cross

Government 15/30 seconds Ohio National Guard – Trade Skills

Government 15/30 seconds Ohio National Guard - COVID-19 Response

Government 15/30 seconds Ohio National Guard – Serve Close to Home

Community 15/30 seconds Humane Society – Shelter Pet Adoption

Health and Healthcare 15/30/60 seconds Promoting Colon Cancer Screening
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Education 15 seconds Columbus Library

Community 15/30 seconds Ohio Department of Natural Resources

Education 30 seconds Ohio Arts & Culture

Health and Healthcare 15/30 seconds Ohio Suicide Prevention


