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FCC ISSUES REPORT – 1st Quarter 2017
Jan-Mar
KABC-TV 

ABC7 -CORE ISSUES 
1st Quarter 2017 

CORE ISSUES 

ABC7 gave significant coverage to the following community issues and concerns arising in the fourth 
quarter of 2017: 

1. Weather

2. Politics

3. Immigration

4. Police Shootings

5. Police Pursuits

The station’s coverage of these core issues is detailed in the next section of this report. 
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ABC7 - CORE ISSUES COVERAGE 
1st Quarter 2017 

WEATHER 
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  January 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 26, 
27, 30, 31.  February 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 22.  March 21, 22, 27, 28, 30, 
31.  

Total coverage: 11 Hours 31 Minutes 

ABC7 Eyewitness News covered the severe weather and numerous storms that hit Southern California 
throughout most of January and February.  Officials had to shut down several freeways due to flooding 
leaving several stranded cars.  The morning commute to work on the freeways were also affected by traffic 
incidents due to dangerous driving conditions, including a big rig crash on the 60 Freeway.  The 710 
Freeway had an emergency closure due to severe weather damage.  Traffic troubles were also a problem 
across LA County, San Bernardino County, Orange County, and Riverside County.  Severe flooding in 
Orange County forced some residents to evacuate.  Many roads in the San Bernardino Mountains were 
restricted to residents only due to mudslides and debris cleanup.  A giant sinkhole in Studio City swallowed 
two cars. It caused road closures and massive repairs to the sewer line that failed during the storm. 

ABC7 also reported on the mudslides in several communities triggered by the heavy rainfall.  The Foothill 
communities, like Duarte experienced several mudslides causing school closures and mandatory 
evacuations.  Mud slides in the Hollywood Hills were also a concern. There were also a number of trees and 
wires down in areas like Benedict Canyon.  The gusty winds caused a powerline to fall killing a man in 
Sherman Oaks. A raging mud flow in the West Cajon Valley forced drivers to abandon their cars on 
highway 138.  In addition, a San Bernardino County fire truck plunged over the side of the 15 freeway after 
the road gave out. The truck was towed out of the mud but seriously damaged.  

As a result of all the substantial rains, 40% of the state of California is now out of the drought.  Mono Lake 
was depleted by the drought but now it’s filling up again due to the January storms. Mono Lake provides a 
little less than one percent of LA’s water, but if the level rises to the elevation number of 6,380 feet, Los 
Angeles will be able to take almost four times as much water from Mono Lake as it does now.  

POLITICS
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Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  January 3, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 23, 24, 26, 30.  
February 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 14, 19, 20, 22, 23, 24.  March 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 21, 22, 
23, 24, 25, 26, 28, 29, 30, 31.  

Total Coverage: 8 Hours 42 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News reported on the various viewpoints that came with the changing of presidential 
administrations.   Demonstrators continued to protest the then President-Elect Trump before, during and 
after the inauguration.  Approximately 500,000 women were in D.C. to participate in the “Women’s March 
in Washington,” more than those who attended the inauguration.  Many celebrities and high-profile 
politicians including Maxine Waters attended the event.  ABC7 Reporter Elex Michaelson talked to 
participants in Washington from the Los Angeles area.  Demonstrators from rallies all over the city marched 
to City Hall. The march was in solidarity with other marches in Boston, St. Louis, Chicago and New York.  
LAPD estimated the crowd grew to well over 100,000 people.  No arrests were made.  A Los Angeles area 
woman organized the Women’s March LA.  It was a way to have her voice heard after the election.  
Reporters Marc Brown and Elex Michaelson traveled to Washington to report on Donald Trump taking the 
oath of office.  Many local Democrat elected officials decided to boycott Trump’s inauguration, while many 
business owners said they were proud to attend. 

ABC7 also informed its viewers of the concerns that people had over potentially losing the Affordable Care 
Act, also known as Obamacare.  Demonstrators in Hollywood joined thousands across the country for a 
series of “save our healthcare” rallies and to support the Affordable Care Act.  Many were concerned they 
would be left without insurance.  Protestors were in downtown Los Angeles to voice their frustration over 
Trump’s proposals.  LAPD estimated 3,000 people showed up.  No arrests were made.  Orange County 
residents concerned about health care cuts demonstrated in front of Republican Congresswoman Mimi 
Walter’s local office.  A family from Santa Clarita that relies on Obamacare talked about the healthcare 
debate and why they needed it for their daughter born with a rare condition.  Also, a clinic was profiled for 
treating 500 patients a year enrolled in the Affordable Care Act.   Despite months of promises to repeal 
Obamacare, Trump and the GOP could not pass a bill in the House to replace the Affordable Care Act.   

ABC7 covered local officials’ reaction to Trump’s election.   Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti spoke about 
his plans for dealing with Trump, the world at large, and his concerns about immigration.  California 
Governor Jerry Brown took aim at President Trump in his annual State of the State address. He vowed to 
fight for undocumented immigrants and to fight for the Affordable Care Act and climate change policies.  
He did, however, agree with Trump’s pledge to spend money on infrastructure.

IMMIGRATION
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  January 8, 9, 10, 12, 14, 15, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.  February 1, 
2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 15, 16, 18, 19, 22, 23, 24, 25.  March 2, 5, 6, 9, 13, 16, 17, 27, 29.   
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Total Coverage:  4 Hours 18 Minutes 

ABC7 Eyewitness News reported on President Trump’s ban on the citizens of seven Muslim majority 
countries from entering the U.S. for at least 90 days. He had also suspended the admission of all refugees to 
the U.S. for four months, while screening procedures were reviewed.  The executive order left people 
detained at LAX.   As a result, vigils were held to protect immigrants from mass deportations and 
organizers participated in a boycott of Trump’s policies in a Day without Immigrants.

ABC7 covered the various ways that the community and local officials reacted to the ban.  Numerous 
protests erupted in Los Angeles, Orange County and Riverside after ICE agents took people into custody in 
several Southern California cities.  Up to 100 immigrants were detained, some being pulled from their jobs 
and homes.  The station reported that in Southern California, some law enforcement agencies said they 
would not help deport immigrants.  Sherriff Jim McDonnell said the LA county sheriff’s would also not 
stop people from finding out their immigration status. Mayor Garcetti spoke in strong opposition of 
President Trump’s immigration policy.  LA attorney Mike Feuer spoke out against the presidential order.  
The LA City Council was also preparing to fight a possible Muslim registry.  LA County Supervisor Hilda 
Solis held a forum in Baldwin Park to calm immigrant’s fears.  A father of four was taken into custody by 
immigration agents and it was caught on camera. In addition an Afghan family that was detained was then 
released in Los Angeles after traveling on special immigrant visas. 

ABC7 interviewed many local official who spoke about the ban, including Sherriff Jim McDonnell, who 
discussed how Angelenos could be affected by the proposed changes in the immigration policy, and LA 
County Supervisor Hilda Solis, who has spear-headed several actions to protect locals, including the 
creation of an Immigrant Affairs office.

ABC7 also reported on how Santa Ana became a sanctuary city three days before President Trump’s 
inauguration. UCLA had a town hall meeting for both the campus and medical centers to be a sanctuary 
campus.  Attorney General Jeff Sessions announced sanctuary cities will lose funding if they don’t comply 
with federal immigration laws.

POLICE SHOOTINGS 
Eyewitness News Air Dates:  January 10, 15, 16, 24, 25, 26, 30, 31.  February 1, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25.  
March 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 21, 23, 25, 26, 27.

Total Coverage: 9 Hours 51 Minutes 
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ABC7 Eyewitness News devoted a significant amount of airtime covering the numerous Officer Involved 
Shootings that took place in the Los Angeles area.  One such report revolved around a Huntington Beach 
police officer who shot and killed a man armed with a bat and a broken bottle at busy sports complex filled 
with kids and parents.  Police had received a call that the suspect was acting violently.  An attorney 
representing the suspect’s family says they question the decision to shoot him. Investigators say he was 
armed and refused to follow commands to put down his weapons.  Another instance involved a man waving 
a metal rod who was killed by a LAPD officer on a busy street corner in downtown Los Angeles. The 
officers’ body cams were not rolling but the incident was caught on several cell phones.  Detectives 
reviewed dashcam video from the squad car.  Another incident involved an Orange police officer who shot 
and killed a man after a violent scuffle. It was all caught on video. The incident started as a traffic stop.  The 
suspect proceeded to grab a gas can and light a cigarette inside his van.  Officers tried to get him out with a 
water hose.  They attempted to subdue him with non-lethal force before he produced a knife. His wife said 
he had been living in his van and was addicted to meth. She said the officers should have helped him 
instead of killing him.

ABC7 reports also included an off-duty LAPD officer who was assaulted at his home during an attempted 
burglary and shot two suspects. All were taken to the hospital. There had been neighborhood watch 
meetings about an increase of burglaries in the neighborhood. The incident was investigated. Downey 
police handled the burglary and LAPD looked into the shooting.  Another off-duty LAPD officer fired his 
gun during an altercation with a teenage boy. No one was injured. The altercation was a result of an 
ongoing neighborhood issue with kids cutting across lawns. The officer claimed the boy threatened him but 
the boy’s family disagreed. Protestors were outside the officer’s home and twenty arrests were made. The 
attorney for the officer said he was holding the boy for his own safety. An investigation is under way and a 
lawsuit has been filed claiming assault and battery, false imprisonment and excessive force.

All LAPD officers will start to wear body cams but the debate continues about who should be able to view 
the footage.  The concern of the police commission is that releasing the video could bias jurors or cause 
distress to families.

POLICE PURSUITS 
Eyewitness News Air Dates:  January 10, 13, 14, 18, 27.  February 8, 28.  March 1, 7, 8.

Total Coverage: 1 Hour 35 Minutes 

ABC7 Eyewitness News reported on several police pursuits.  One such pursuit caused the Southbound 405 to 
be shut down in the Brentwood area for hours, while another one ended in a crash that temporarily shut 
down both sides of the 134 Freeway.  In another instance, a police pursuit ended in a deadly pursuit 
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shooting near LAX.  Officers killed the man who was reportedly armed with a hatchet.  An LAPD pursuit 
of a carjacking and kidnapping suspect through South Los Angeles ended with a pit maneuver in Gardena.  
Both the suspect and the victim were hospitalized.


