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7-5-2020 Ryan Smith, Honeysmith Bees, Pt4-6 

We know the importance of the honeybee, and our mission is to help it thrive. We have the desire to 

provide the finest quality honeybees for all beekeepers. Whatever your Beekeeping goals are, we 

have what you need. We continually monitor our Queens for hygienic qualities, laying pattern, 

and high productivity. We consistently bring in queens that have tested and proven bloodlines 

and desired traits. We continually look for ways to help build and strengthen the beekeeping 

community through mentorship, classes, community outreach, and strengthening local 

beekeeping clubs. 

7-12-2020 Pat Vojtech, author, Chesapeake Stories of Survival and Loss 

When Captain John Smith sailed up the Chesapeake Bay in 1608, he discovered a land so rich in wildlife 

that numbers could not begin to tell the whole story. The abundances of birds blackened the sky. Meat-

eating wolves and mountain lions had so much game at their disposal that they didn’t bother the caged 

livestock. Deer could be easily killed ten or fifteen at a time by the native tribes, using primitive tools. 

The wildlife was so abundant that it was no wonder generations of Europeans—used to the barren 

countryside at home—could not imagine the need to conserve. So, they didn’t. In fact, they set out on a 

course to eliminate the less desirables of the wild kingdom. Soon, the colonists also developed a 

tremendous trade with Europe in skins, furs, feathers, and even live animals for the enjoyment of the 

king and high society. As guns improved, birds were not only hunted for food, but also were used for 

target practice, and the skies rained down passenger pigeons and other migratory birds. On the water, 

ducks and swans were slaughtered, dozens with a single shot. Three hundred years after Captain Smith 

marveled at the numbers of deer, they were gone from most of the Chesapeake region. Beavers had 

been trapped to near extinction. Mountain lions, black bears, bobcats, and wolves had been harassed 

and killed. The population of ducks that once numbered over a million was decimated. Even the forests 

fell silent. In this book, author/photographer Pat Vojtech uses historical data to recreate the story of 

wildlife of the Chesapeake region and reveal how close mankind came to eliminating forever many of 

the beautiful wildlife species taken so much for granted today. She relates how hard the struggle was to 

bring some Chesapeake wildlife species back from the brink of extinction. While this is a history of 

wildlife in the Chesapeake watershed, it mirrors society’s impact on wildlife throughout North America 

and around the world more than the past four hundred years. Illustrated with more than 150 color 

photographs, this is a book any lover of wildlife or student of history will cherish. 

7-19-2020         Jim Tomlinson, Resident Engineer, & Joe Brennan, Marine Traffic Controller, C&D Canal 

The Chesapeake & Delaware Canal (C&D Canal) is a 14-mile (22.5 km)-long, 450-foot (137.2 m)-wide and 
35-foot (10.7 m)-deep ship canal that connects the Delaware River with the Chesapeake Bay in the 
states of Delaware and Maryland in the United States. The C&D Canal is owned and operated by 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Philadelphia District. The project office in Chesapeake City, Maryland, 
is also the site of the C&D Canal Museum and Bethel Bridge Lighthouse. The canal saves approximately 
300 miles on the route between Wilmington and Baltimore, and similar for Philadelphia to Baltimore, 
whereas otherwise ships would have to go around the lower peninsula of Delaware. 
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(cont.) In Delaware, the canal is itself a significant landmark and cultural boundary, considered a divide 
between the urbanized northern portion of the state and the rural southern portion, and demarcates an 
unofficial northern limit to the Delmarva Peninsula. 

7-26-2020 Donald Shomette, author, Ghost Fleet of Mallows Bay, Pt 1-3 

The Mallows Bay-Potomac River National Marine Sanctuary boasts a diverse collection of historic 

shipwrecks dating back to the Revolutionary War, but is most renowned for the remains of over 100 

wooden steamships known as the Ghost Fleet. The ships were built for the U.S. Emergency Fleet 

between 1917-1919 as part of America’s engagement in World War I. Their construction at more than 

40 shipyards in 17 states reflected a massive wartime effort that drove the expansion and economic 

development of communities and related maritime services. Although nearly 300 ships were built, the 

war ended before the fleet was complete. Some of them carried cargo to Hawaii and elsewhere, but 

none made it to the theater of war. The war ended before the ships could be used and many of them 

were scuttled to the Potomac River for the purpose of salvaging scrap metal such as engines, steam 

boilers, and propellers. The Ghost Fleet was partially dismantled through three separate shipbreaking 

and metal salvage periods from the 1920s through the 1940s. Nearly a century of natural processes has 

gradually transformed these ships into ecologically valuable habitats. The overgrown wrecks now form a 

series of distinctive islands, intertidal habitat, and underwater structure critical to fish, beavers, and 

birds such as ospreys, blue herons, and bald eagles. Although the sanctuary does not manage or 

regulate these natural resources, the unique blending of history and ecology attracts and captivates 

visitors. 
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8-2-2020 Donald Shomette, author, Ghost Fleet of Mallows Bay, Pt 4-6 

8-9-2020 Peter Lesher, Curator of Collections, Ches Bay Maritime Museum, steamboat story 

The steamboat era on the Chesapeake (1813-1963) matched the glamour and excitement of the 

steamboats on the Mississippi. The book begins with the building of the first steamboat on the bay, in 

the shadow of a bitter struggle over a monopoly on the Delaware and the Chesapeake. It continues with 

stories of the genius of early engine builders, the legends arising from dramatic steamboat disasters, 

spirited adventures of the Civil War, the excitement of steamboat excursions and resorts, the 

personalities of many steamboats and their masters, the railroad's near achievement of a monopoly on 

the bay, and the denouement when trucks and automobiles eclipsed the role of the steamboat. Running 

through David Holly's Chesapeake Steamboats: Vanished Fleet is a theme of ghostliness. He is clearly 

enchanted by the memories of the steamboats and conveys aptly the excitement of the steamboat era. 

With vivid descriptions he sets the scene for his narration of the history of the steamboat on the 

Chesapeake. A particular highlight is the account of the steamer Columbus, which was built in 1828 and 

burned and sank in 1850 near the mouth of the Potomac River. In the early 1990s a project was 

mounted by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and other organizations to recover artifacts from the 

wreck. Diving to a depth of sixty feet, at times in near darkness, the archeological team resurrected 

important components of the ship's crosshead engine, the only one known to exist. David Holly's 

narrative of the Columbus, his schematic of its engine extrapolated from recovered artifacts and his 

description of the engine's operation record this important contribution to maritime history. His 

absorbing tales of the steamboat's place in the life of the Chesapeake may stand as a legacy in the 

region and the country's history. (cont.) 
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8-16-2020 Mrs. Mary Morton, Waveland Farm, Annapolis 

Octogenarian Mary Morton, my neighbor on the hill overlooking the Naval Academy known as 

Waveland Farm, tells the story of her family and how Annapolis and the surrounding area have changed 

and adapted to cultural and economic changes. She remembers when the neighboring hill sides were 

peach and strawberry farms and speaks about Annapolis as a rough and tumble watermen’s town. 

When I lived at Waveland Farm the cliffs were lined with ten seasonal kit houses, which were 

disassembled and sold off as scrap to make way for a massive McMansion that was built over three of 

the foundation footprints not long after a required survey unearthed evidence of prehistoric Native 

American remnants, which are now entombed under the new multi-million dollar luxury digs. 

8-23-2020 Mrs Mary Parks Harding, Growing up in Wingate, Bronza Parks, Dorchester County 

Descendants of boatbuilder Bronza Parks gather near the transom of the skipjack Rosie Parks, which is 

currently under restoration at the Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum during a Parks family gathering on 

Saturday. From left, granddaughter Gail Sterling Joubert, daughter Mary Rosina Parks Harding, grandson 

Pres Harding, daughter Joyce Parks Willey, granddaughter Brenda Harding Goodwin, granddaughter 

Donna Sterling Greer, granddaughter Trudi Ruark Jones, granddaughter Patti Hall and grandson Barry 

Sterling. Both the skipjack and Mary Rosina Parks Harding were named after her grandmother, “Rosie” 

Parks. The murder of Bronza Parks is still one of the most memorable and often told crime stories of the 

Eastern Shore with legal proceeding dragging out for more than a decade. In many ways it is a story 

about the contrasting lives of two Maryland men from different worlds; Parks, the victim, and Willis 

Case Rowe, the killer. Parks, 57 when he was killed, was a big man in Wingate in more ways than his 

imposing physical stature. He came from a large extended family that had deep roots in the area. He 

was one of the largest land-based employers in the area. “He would hire anyone who could drive a nail 

and use a paintbrush,” William “Snooks” Windsor says. Both he and his brother, O’Neal, worked for 

Parks as young men and both recall the day Parks was shot. Snooks, who now runs Pawley’s Marina, 

calls it the worst thing that ever happened in Wingate. Parks was the founder of the Lakes & Straits 

Volunteer Fire Department and had donated land next to his boat shop for its first building. His 

daughter, Mary Parks Harding of Cambridge, says that her father was upset by the accidental 

electrocution of a local worker who survived the initial shock but died later. “Dad thought that if we had 

an ambulance, that man would have survived,” she says. She said he began a drive to raise money to 

buy an ambulance and that was the impetus behind the starting of the fire company. The current fire 

house is on land where Parks’ large boat shop once stood. It was in that boat shop that Parks and his 

crew built the Chesapeake Maritime Museum’s famed skipjack Rosie Parks. The Rosie, built for his 

brother Captain Orville Parks and named for their mother who died when they were children, is being 

rebuilt on the CBMM campus by Project Manager Marc Barto as part of a three-year education and 

demonstration project financed by contributions from Museum members. 

8-30-2020         Beth McGee, Dir of Science and Ag Policy, Chesapeake Bay Foundation – Ches Blueprint 

New research shows that while stores of sediments behind the Conowingo Dam pose a growing threat 
to Chesapeake Bay health if they get washed out in a major rainstorm, during normal Susquehanna River 
flows the contaminants aren’t having a large effect on the estuary. Looking at four decades of data, 
scientists at the University of Maryland Centers for Environmental Science confirmed fears that when 
Susquehanna waters swell, increasing amounts of sediments and nutrients are flowing through the dam 
and into the upper Chesapeake. They think that’s because so much of the material has built up behind 



(cont.) the dam, more of it is washed away with the current, and less gets trapped behind the 91-year-
old structure. But the rest of the time, they found, the potential pollutants are mostly inert, getting 
trapped in grass beds at the river’s mouth and settling at the river bottom. The Chesapeake ecosystem is 
resilient enough to withstand the ordinary flow of contaminants, said Cindy Palinkas, lead author of a 
study published this week in the journal Estuaries and Coasts. “There’s always been this idea that 
sediment is bad and there’s going to be all this sediment going into the bay and it’s going to kill 
everything, and I just don’t think that’s true,” Palinkas said. Still, the data does support fears that a 
major storm like Tropical Storm Lee in 2011 or Hurricane Agnes in 1972 could send a “catastrophic” 
amount of pollution down the bay. “None of us know if or when that will happen, so I think the thing is 
to just keep doing the restoration work that we’re doing and we give the bay its best chance of dealing 
with an event like that when it comes,” she said. Sediment, and the nutrient particles it carries, can spoil 
bay ecology, blocking sunlight from reaching underwater plants and fueling massive algae blooms that 
strip oxygen from the water when they die. The Susquehanna carries a heavy influence on the bay’s 
health because it drains more than 40 percent of the Chesapeake watershed. Since it was built in 1928, 
connecting Harford and Cecil counties 10 miles north of where the river meets the bay, the Conowingo 
and other dams upstream have been collecting much of the pollution that washes into waterways across 
much of Pennsylvania and parts of New York and Maryland. The research into how that flow of sediment 
has changed over time was conducted to inform talks between state environmental officials and 
Conowingo owner Exelon Corp. The Maryland Department of the Environment last year demanded 
Exelon do more to address Susquehanna pollution, and the company sued; the two sides reached a 
settlement last month under which Exelon says it will spend $200 million on environmental initiatives. 
One set of findings was not surprising to those concerned about the dam’s role in the Chesapeake’s 
health: that more sediment is being scoured away and washed downstream, and that lower flows are 
required to trigger that scouring than in the past. The researchers didn’t quantify those changes, 
because they vary by storm, but the trend was clear, Palinkas said. More surprising, perhaps, was 
evidence that during normal river flows, material flowing down the Susquehanna doesn’t typically pass 
beyond the upper Chesapeake. Because waters are mostly fresh there, and because warm and salty 
water is needed to activate phosphorus attached to the sediments, the pollutants have little effect, 
getting trapped in beds of underwater grasses or sinking to the bay bottom, Palinkas said. 
Beth McGee, director of science and agriculture policy for the Chesapeake Bay Foundation, said the 
findings are encouraging and help show that broader efforts to reduce water pollution across the bay 
watershed are more important than focusing on the dam’s role. “There’s good news that what we’re 
doing upstream is helping,” she said. But, McGee added, there is still a looming threat that the amount 
of sediment passing through the dam will increase as climate change makes rain and storms more 
intense. Modeling from the federal Chesapeake Bay Program suggests that by 2050, the Conowingo will 
be releasing more sediment, nitrogen and phosphorus into the bay than it holds back. Sun 
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9-6-2020 Christine Lasser, Exec Dir, Hospice Cup Sailing Regatta 

February 2020 – The Hospice Cup Board of Directors is pleased to announce the appointment of 
Christine Lasser as Executive Director effective February 1, 2020. Lasser comes to Hospice Cup with a 
wealth of experience & contacts being a local business owner, as well as being involved with the Hospice 
Cup organization for the last 8 years. She holds a BS from Syracuse University Whitman School of 
Management, and an MBA from Saint Joseph’s University Haub School of Business. “As someone that 
was touched directly by hospice when my father was under hospice care, I am so grateful for their 
services, and feel fortunate to be able to directly impact these organizations and their efforts,” said 
Lasser. “Given the fact I have been involved with Hospice Cup for the last 8 years, I feel as though I can 
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(cont.) hit the ground running with building upon our already wonderful foundation & traditions.” “We 
are thrilled to have Christine transition into this role of Executive Director, and thank Karma O’Neill for 
her 13 years of service as the previous ED. Christine’s enthusiasm, passion, and commitment to our 
mission of raising funds for and awareness of local hospices is vital to continue the mission of what was 
started 39 years ago.” said Brien Jones- Lantzy, Board of Directors President. Based out of Annapolis, 
MD, we host an annual sailing regatta each September to raise funds and awareness of participating 
local non-profit hospices. This year Hospice Cup celebrates 39 years of raising sails, funds, and 
awareness for hospice care. Participating hospices use funds raised through Hospice Cup to continue to 
offer quality end-of-life care to patients, their families, and friends. 
 
9-13-2020 Laura Sanford, Native Daughter Nursery, Native Plants & Permaculture 

Eastern Shore native and active conservationist Laura Sanford recently left her position as the 
Director of Advancement and Administration for the Eastern Shore Land Conservancy. She also 
serves as president of the Corsica River Conservancy. Her new position is in the Real Property 
Acquisition and Management group at Maryland Department of Natural Resources which administers 
Program Open Space Stateside, the Survey and GIS Team, and Real Property Management. Laura 
Sanford is the Associate Director Real Property Acquisition and Management. She also continues to 
grow and sell native plants for home landscaping for her company Native Daughter Nursery in 
Centreville. In this interview we talked about Maryland wildflowers, including the inconspicuous little 
roadside baby blue chicory flower which inspired the conversation.  

9-20-2020 Mark Sargable, Lower Susquehanna Islands Kayak Trip 

Mark Sargable is an A.C.A. (AMERICAN CANOE ASSOCIATION) Kayak Instructor, and has been teaching 
paddle sports for over 20 years. Mark is certified in Flat Water and White Water Kayaking, as well as 
White Water Rescue. He has a perfect safety record. Mark has given Kayak Lessons in many places 
including; U.M.B.C., Dundalk Community College, Harford Community College, A.P.G. Outdoor REC., 
Canton Kayak, Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, Harford and Cecil County Parks & Rec. and more. Training 
includes safety and paddling skills. Nice 4 hour paddle today at the Islands! It was beautiful out, sunny 
with a light wind. We explored the the rocky islands, where I found more Paw Paws to eat! After 
paddling around Upper Bear Island, we did a short hike to an overlook. Then it was on to the lower 
islands and the "lagoon". We extended our paddle to Muddy Creek. It was a great trip.  
 
9-27-2020 Waterman Bunkie & Maribelle Miller (waterman’s wife), Tilghman Island 

The Fathers & Sons Quartet represent two generations of the Gowe and Miller families. The quartet 

comprises Larry Gowe, Sr., his son Larry Gowe, Jr., David Miller and, at 74 the oldest member of the 

group, his father Bunkie Miller. They sing a mix of Southern gospel, Negro spirituals and a few original 

songs, including “Roadside Crosses,” written by Larry Gowe, Sr. Bunky and Marybelle Miller tell stories 

about working the water and building boats and houses to get by throughout the year on historic 

Tilghman Island.  
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