
QUARTERLY ASCERTAINMENTS / COMMUNITY ISSUES 
 

 
STATION:  WVAQ—March, 2021 

 
SUBJECT:  West Virginia’s first female Eagle Scout  

 

DISCUSSION:    

WVU freshman Francis 'Frannie' Kitzmiller recently made scouting history as she became 

the first female Eagle Scout in West Virginia history.  Earlier this month, the 19-year old 

Kitzmiller was confirmed as the first in West Virginia and as being part of a group that 

will make up the nation's inaugural class of female Eagle Scouts.   

 

She told MetroNews she joined around two years ago and that time crunch to be part of the 

first class was the toughest hurdle. 

 

“Since I joined scouts so late and since I wanted to get eagle I was on a time limit to get 

each rank,” she said. 

 

Young women have been part of Scouting for decades in co-ed programs offered by the 

Boy Scouts of America (BSA), including Sea Scouts, Venturing, Exploring and STEM 

Scouts. The BSA expanded further in recent years by welcoming girls into Cub Scouts and 

then into Scouts BSA in February 2019, according to a release. 

 

Kitzmiller, a criminology major at WVU, said there were a lot of requirements for rank 

including service hours, campaign nights, cooking requirements. She told MetroNews that 

camping was an enjoyable part because she had never gone camping before joining the 

scouts. 

 

Her community service project worked with Chestnut Ridge Park and Campground to 

enhance an old schoolhouse building turned nature center with the replacement and 

expansion of a deck with seating and the establishment of an outdoor classroom with 

socially-distanced seating and a chalkboard, a release said. 

 

Kitzmiller provided overall leadership to the project, which totaled over 200 hours of work 

from more than 20 volunteers, and was completed last fall. 

 

“Going into it, I didn't think a lot of people would accept it. Everyone has been around me 

has been very supportive of me being in scouts,” Kitzmiller said. 

 

“Earning the rank of Eagle Scout takes hard work and perseverance, and we are honored 

to recognize Frannie for this significant accomplishment,” said Scott Hanson, Mountaineer 

Area Council’s Scout Executive & CEO in a release. 

 

“Along the journey to Eagle Scout, young people gain new skills, learn to overcome 

obstacles and demonstrate leadership among their peers and in their communities. These 

benefits are invaluable for everyone, and we are thrilled that they are now available to even 

more youth.” 

 



Scouts BSA is the program for youth ages 11 to 17 previously known as Boy Scouts. Eagle 

Scout is the program’s highest rank, which only about 6% of Scouts achieve on average, a 

release said. 

 

To earn it, an individual has to take on leadership roles within their troop and their 

community; earn a minimum of 21 merit badges that cover a broad range of topics 

including first aid and safety, civics, business, and the environment; and they must 

research, organize and complete a large community service project. 

 

 

DATE:  Sunday,  March 7th, 2021 

 

TIME / DURATION:  2:30  

 

GUESTS:  WVU freshman Francis 'Frannie' Kitzmiller—West Virginia’s first female 

Eagle Scout.  

  

MEDIA INTEREST:  Morgantown AM – WAJR, Dominion Post, WVAQ, WKKW, 

WBOY, WDTV, facebook, twitter  

 

YEAR: 2021 

 

QUARTER:  1st 

 


