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Section I: Issues

WFUM has identified the following topics as significant issues facing our community in this quarter:

1. Arts/Humanities:  

2. Children’s Issues:  

3. Civil Rights/Race:  

4. Crime/Safety:  

5. Economy:  

6. Education:  

7. Environment:  

8. Government:  

9. Labor Relations:  

10. Legal System/Court Cases:  

11. Public Health/Medicine:  

12. Social Policy/Welfare:  

13. Transportation:  
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Section II: Responsive Programs

WFUM broadcast programming dealing with the various issues outlined in Section I of this list.  The programming was aired on the 
dates and times as follows:

1. Arts/Humanities:

Stateside: What Science Tells us About What is in the Hearts and Minds of Americans
Broadcast on 2014-03-04 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  Would you say that America is united? Or is our nation 
splintered and fragmented?



When you look at the gridlock in Washington...the Red/Blue state stereotypes...divisive and alarming messages 
blasted out at us from advertising, websites, TV networks, much of talk radio and columnists, it’s easy to conclude 
that our nation is divided and bitter.



But what does science tell us about what is truly in the hearts and minds of Americans? 



My next guest has applied the science, asked the questions, and come up with an answer that is as surprising as it is 
reassuring: we are much more united as a people than you might have thought.



Wayne Baker is an author and sociologist. He’s on the senior faculty of the Ross School of Business at the 
University of Michigan...and he is with the U-of-M Institute for Social Research. 



His newest book is called United America: The surprising truth about American values, American identity and the 
10 beliefs that a large majority of Americans hold dear.



Wayne Baker, thank you for joining us.

Michigan Radio News: Arts Advocates try New Tactics to "Sell" Arts Education
Broadcast on 2014-02-26 at 4:45PM; Duration: 04:01.  Nobody gets into politics or education with the dream of 
cutting arts education in schools. 



But it’s happening -even though people keep wringing their hands over what to do about it. 



As Michigan Radio’s Kate Wells explains, arts advocates are trying some NEW tactics to sell lawmakers, schools 
districts, and even KIDS on arts education.

2. Children’s Issues:

Stateside: Reforms to Michigan’s "Zero Tolerance" Discipline Policies
Broadcast on 2014-01-21 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  It’s been a year and a half since state education leaders 
called for reforms to Michigan’s "zero tolerance" discipline policies.



These are policies that were created to try and deter students from breaking school rules and violence...



Critics of zero tolerance point to the fact that a disproportionate number of students who are punished are minorities.



Ted Roelofs � contributing writer to Bridge Magazine recently looked into the policies� and Annie Sawl-sick is the 
Director of the Center on Youth Justice at the Vera Insitute.



Cyndy recently spoke with them.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

2. Children’s Issues (Continued):

Stateside: The Kids Count Report Shows Michigan’s Low Income 4th Graders are not Reading Proficiently
Broadcast on 2014-01-28 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:00.  A new report finds the state’s poorest children have failed to 
make up any ground in their reading skills in the past decade.



According to the the latest Kids Count report, 81 percent of low income 4th graders in Michigan are not reading 
proficiently. 

Michigan is among six states that have seen no improvement in that rate since 2003.



Jane Zehnder-Merrell is the project director for Kids Count Michigan.



Welcome, Jane...

State of Opportunity: A Solution That Could Make Michigan’s Foster Care System Work Better
Broadcast on 2014-02-18 at 5:45PM; and on 2014-02-19 at 6:35AM and 8:35AM; Duration 04:07.  Michigan�s 
foster care system is the sixth biggest in the country, with more than 13-thousand kids. 



Many of them have a parent or relative who feels just as trapped by the system as they do. 



Sarah Alvarez reports on a solution that could make the system work better. 



And it’s one you might not expect:  More lawyers.

Michigan Radio News: What will Happen to the More Than 350 Juveniles Sentenced to Life in Prison in Michigan?
Broadcast on 2014-03-05 at 5:45PM; and on 2014-03-06 at 6:35AM and 8:35AM; Duration 03:57.  Life without 
parole used to be the automatic sentence for juveniles who were tried as adults and convicted of first degree murder. 



That was until June of 20-12, when the U-S Supreme Court ruled that automatic life without parole for juveniles was 
unconstitutional. 

	

But there�s a question here in Michigan that remains � what happens to more than 350 juvenile lifers here who were 
sent to prison *before* the decision. 

	

As we hear from Michigan Public Radio�s Rick Pluta, the state Supreme Court will hear arguments today on that 
question.

Stateside: The Michigan Supreme Court Heard Arguments on the Question of the Fate of Juvenile Lifers
Broadcast on 2014-03-06 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:00.  Life without parole used to be the automatic sentence for 
juveniles who were tried as adults and convicted of first degree murder. 



That was until 2012, when the U-S Supreme Court ruled that automatic life without parole for juveniles was 
unconstitutional. 

	

But a question remains � what happens to the more than 350 juvenile lifers here in Michigan who were sent to prison 
before the decision. 



The Michigan Supreme Court heard arguments on that question today... and Lansing Bureau Chief of the Michigan 
Public Radio Network, Rick Pluta, was in the courtroom... Hi Rick.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

2. Children’s Issues (Continued):

State of Opportunity: What the new Research on the American Dream Might tell us About Creating More Economic Opportunity
Broadcast on 2014-03-12 at 6:35AM and 8:35AM; Duration 04:00.  The American Dream is an idea that has a long 
history in this country. 



For immigrants in the 1800s, America was seen as a land of opportunity, a place where anyone could achieve 
anything. 



All that was required is hard work. 



There has been a lot of discussion among policymakers in the past few years about how to make the American 
Dream more of a reality. 



But at the same time, new research shows that opportunity in America hasn�t changed much in a long, long time. 



State of Opportunity�s Dustin Dwyer looks at what that research might tell us about creating more economic 
opportunity.

State of Opportunity: Funding Issues for the Federal Program "The Maternal Infant and Early Childhood Home Visiting Program"
Broadcast on 2014-03-26 at 6:35AM, 8:35AM and 5:45PM; Duration 04:02.  A one-point-five billion dollar 
program to help the youngest, and most at risk, children in America could come to an end later this year. 



The federal program has a long and cumbersome name: The Maternal Infant and Early Childhood Home Visiting 
Program. 



But the idea behind it is simple: the best way to help new parents is to meet them where they live. 



The idea is the basis for a movement in social services, known as home visiting. 



State of Opportunity�s Dustin Dwyer reports that evidence for the benefits of home visiting programs is solid. 



But funding is not.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

2. Children’s Issues (Continued):

State of Opportunity: Finding Stable Funding for Home Visit Programs
Broadcast on 2014-03-26 at 6:35AM; Duration: 04:02.  Brandi Alexander is the Healthy Start coordinator at Family 
Futures in Grand Rapids. Healthy Start is the program that helped Angela Ducket after her daughter was born.  
Alexander says when one source of funding dries up for a home visit program, staffers have to be let go. If funding 
comes back from a different source, organizations like Family Futures have to go through a hiring process, and a 
training process for new workers.  It�s not the most efficient way of doing things. 

	

So we are trying to be able to find those niches of funding that are longer term.�



One source of funding Alexander is hoping she can count on is the The Maternal Infant and Early Childhood Home 
Visiting Program, or MIECV (MICK-V) for short. It�s federally funded. Over 5 years, MIECV offered 1.5 billion 
dollars for home visit programs across the country. Michigan has gotten about 31 million of those dollars, some of 
which is expected to go to Family Futures for the Healthy Start program to replace workers who were let go just a 
few years ago. 



What happened with Family Futures is an experience that many home visiting programs around the state had. 



Nancy Peeler manages the Child Health Care unit for the Michigan Department of Community Health. She says 
Family Futures, and other organizations could be headed for another funding downturn. The MIECV program is 
scheduled to expire at the end of September.

 

It�s been a real learning curve for us to be able to really figure it out and understand and to be very strategic about 
maximizing what we can accomplish with the funding.



Peeler says finding stable funding is an ongoing goal. In the meantime, if Congress doesn�t renew the MIECV 
funding by this fall, she estimates about a thousand fewer Michigan families will be able to get help from a home 
visit program.

3. Civil Rights/Race:

Stateside: Accommodations for Transgender Students
Broadcast on 2014-02-18 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  How far should a school go to accommodate its transgender 
students? What federal or state laws and ordinances might impact policies for transgender students?



School districts around the nation are wrestling with these questions....even as parents and civil rights groups mount 
court challenges against districts whose policies are NOT supportive of transgender student rights.



The ACLU of Michigan’s LGBT Project is now crafting a comprehensive model policy for transgender students, a 
policy that could be adopted by local school districts.



Jay Kaplan is a staff attorney who is part of this effort. Welcome to Stateside.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

3. Civil Rights/Race (Continued):

Stateside: Oakland County Clerk Wants to Issue Marriage Licenses to Gay Couples
Broadcast on 2014-03-10 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:00.  A challenge to Michigan�s ban on same-sex marriage is 
coming to an end in federal court. Arguments have ended and we are waiting for a ruling from Federal Judge 
Bernard Friedman within the next two weeks.



The case involves a lesbian couple from Oakland County and their adopted children. The women want legal joint 
custody of each other’s children for purposes of inheritance, benefits and guardianship should one of them die. 



But, state law does not allow gay marriage... Michigan passed a constitutional amendment in 2004 banning 
same-sex marriage.



Oakland County Clerk Lisa Brown WANTS to issue marriage licenses to gay couples... and she joins us now. 
Welcome to Stateside, Lisa.

Michigan Radio News: April DeBoer Talks About the Three Children she and Jayne Rouse are Raising
Broadcast on 2014-02-24 at 5:45PM; Duration: 03:45.  Hearings challenging Michigan�s ban on same sex marriage 
begin in federal court. Partners April DeBoer and Jayne Rouse are two nurses, living in Hazel Park, Michigan. 
They�ve been raising three children together but cannot jointly adopt the children because of Michigan�s ban on 
same sex marriage. The two sued the state for the right to adopt jointly�and eventually submitted a legal challenge to 
the state�s ban on same sex marriage. The hearings are expected to focus on whether Michigan�s same sex marriage 
ban is unconstitutional and whether children are harmed by being raised by same sex parents. We�re joined now by 
April DeBoer.



April, we�ve been hearing a lot about the particulars of the case�but central to the case are three children. Tell us 
about Nolan, Jacob, and Rye-anne.

Michigan Radio News: Ken Sikkema and Susan Demas on the Challenge to Michigan’s ban on Same sex Marriage
Broadcast on 2014-02-27 at 4:45PM; Duration: 05:08.  Each week we talk Michigan politics with Susan Demas, 
publisher of Inside Michigan Politics, and Ken Sikkema, former Senate Majority Leader and Senior Policy Fellow at 
Public Sector Consultants.



This week, a challenge to Michigan�s ban on same sex marriage began in federal court. Michigan voters approved 
the ban on same sex marriage and civil unions in 2004. 



Susan, give us a little background on this case.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

3. Civil Rights/Race (Continued):

Jack Lessenberry: What’s Going on in State Politics (6)
Broadcast on 2014-03-26 at 7:51AM; Duration: 04:26.  It’s Wednesday, the morning we speak with  Michigan 
Radio’s Political Analyst Jack Lessenberry about what’s going on in state politics.



Yesterday, the U-S Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals announced it will NOT lift its order suspending the decision that 
struck down Michigan’s same-sex marriage ban. 



The court extended its stay on the ruling while the case is being litigated. 



But it did agree to an expedited schedule to hear the case. 



The decision means county clerks will not be issuing marriage licenses to same-sex couples while the case is being 
litigated. 



This is an historic case... What happens next?

Michigan Radio News: Ken Sikkema and Susan Demas on Federal Judge’s Ruling that Michigan’s ban on Same-sex Marriage is Unconstitutional
Broadcast on 2014-03-27 at 5:25PM; Duration: 05:09.  It�s been an active week in Michigan politics�joining us to 
take a closer look are Ken Sikkema, former senate majority leader and senior policy fellow at Public Sector 
Consultants, and Susan Demas, publisher of Inside Michigan Politics.



The big story of course is the decision last Friday by federal Judge Bernard Friedman�he ruled that Michigan�s ban 
on same sex marriage is unconstitutional. Over 300 same sex couples got married over the weekend. But the status 
of those marriages are in limbo� Susan, explain where we are with this case.

Stateside: What has Governor Snyder Decided to say About Granting Legal Recognition to Same-sex Couples who Married Last Weekend?
Broadcast on 2014-03-26 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:00.  But first...From elation...to a state of limbo.



That’s the status of same-sex couples in Michigan who had hoped to marry following last Friday’s ruling from 
Federal Judge Bernard Friedman, a ruling that struck down Michigan’s constitutional ban on same-sex marriage.



More than 300 couples rushed to speak their vows on Saturday...before the 6th US Circuit Court of Appeals issued a 
stay of Judge Friedman’s ruling until appeals proceedings conclude.



And now we have heard from Governor Rick Snyder about those couples.



Joining us now is MLive writer Jonathon Oosting...so what has Governor Snyder decided to say in terms of granting 
legal recognition to couples who married last weekend?
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

5. Economy:

Stateside: Governor Rick Snyder - Michigan Needs to Embrace Immigrants with the H-1B Visa
Broadcast on 2014-01-02 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  Governor Rick Snyder has said during State of the State 
addresses and other forums that Michigan needs to embrace immigrants. He says immigrants are good for the 
economy. They can bring an entrepreneurial spirit to the state.



One way the U.S. encourages highly-trained workers is through the H-1B visa.  That visa allows U.S. employers to 
hire these skilled workers from abroad.

 

However� their spouses are usually given an H-4 visa which means they can work here, but they are not allowed to 
get a job.



Joining us now is Susan Im, an immigration attorney from Grand Rapids.



Any idea how many people are here in Michigan working with an H-1B visa� and how many have spouses who join 
them?

Stateside: New Report Shows Economic Contribution of Michigan’s University Research Corridor
Broadcast on 2014-01-21 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:00.  Let’s turn to Michigan’s three largest universities for a 
moment... the University of Michigan, Michigan State University and Wayne State make up the University Research 
Corridor and a new report - out today - shows the corridor contributing more than 16 billion dollars to the state’s 
economy...



Lou Anna Simon is President of Michigan State University and she joins us now... Welcome...

Michigan Radio News: Raising the Minimum Wage
Broadcast on 2014-01-28 at 4:40PM; Duration: 06:09.  President Obama is expected to talk about raising the federal 
minimum wage in his State of the Union address tonight. Across Michigan, there�s also increasing focus on raising 
the minimum wage for the first time since 2008.



The Raise Michigan campaign is working to get an initiative on the ballot that would raise the minimum wage to 
somewhere between 9 dollars and 10 dollars, 10 cents per hour. But the Michigan Chamber of Commerce strongly 
opposes raising the minimum wage.



Joining us to explain why is Wendy Block, Director of Health Policy in Human Resources at the Michigan Chamber 
of Commerce. Wendy, welcome.

Stateside: What do Michigan’s Unemployment Rate Numbers Really Mean?
Broadcast on 2014-01-23 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:00.  Every month... we hear something like this:



NEWSCAST AUDIO OF UNEMPLOYMENT RATE... "Michigan’s unemployment rate..."



As Mike Perini just told us... Michigan’s unemployment rate dropped to 8.4 percent last month... That December 
number brings the state’s 1013 average jobless rate to 8.7 percent.



But, what do these numbers REALLY mean... is this reduction a real sign of an economic recovery?? Let’s find out.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

5. Economy (Continued):

Michigan Radio News: Ken Sikkema and Susan Demas on Election Year Budgets--Governor Snyder’s Budget Address
Broadcast on 2014-02-17 at 4:55PM; Duration: 05:21.  Each week we talk Michigan politics with Ken Sikkema, 
former Senate Majority Leader and Senior Policy Fellow at Public Sector Consultants, and Susan Demas, publisher 
of Inside Michigan Politics.



Let�s talk election year budgets�Governor Snyder gave his budget address yesterday�it included increased funding for 
education, more money for local governments, and a homestead property tax credit for low and middle income 
families.



Ken, are there parts of this budget legislative Republicans might push back against?

Stateside: How Best to Use Michigan’s Almost 1-Billion Dollar Revenue Windfall?
Broadcast on 2014-02-11 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:00.  Ever since  it became clear that Michigan has an almost 
1-BILLION dollar revenue windfall, the questions have centered on how best to USE that money. Republicans are 
talking tax relief. Democrats are blasting past tax increases.



In presenting his new budget for fiscal year 2015, we now have an idea of what Governor Snyder is proposing. If he 
gets his way, about ONE-POINT-THREE MILLION of us could see a rebate check averaging 75 dollars.



Let’s find out more as we say hello to MLive’s Capitol reporter Jonathon Osting. Hey Jonathan!

Michigan Radio News: Ken Sikkema and Susan Demas on Raising Michigan’s Minimum Wage
Broadcast on 2014-02-20 at 5:24PM; Duration: 05:17.  To raise or not to raise the minimum wage is a question 
Michigan voters may have to answer this November. The state Board of Canvassers yesterday approved petition 
language put forward by Raise Michigan. It’s a coalition that wants to increase Michigan’s minimum wage to 10 
dollars and 10 cents an hour by 2017 and also index the minimum wage to inflation. To get the question on the 
November ballot they need to collect 258,000 signatures by May 28th.



Joining us now are Susan Demas, publisher of Inside Michigan Politics and Ken Sikkema, former Senate Majority 
Leader and Senior Policy Fellow at Public Sector consultants.



Susan, who are the players in Raise Michigan?

Stateside: Migration Study by United Van Lines
Broadcast on 2014-02-17 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:00.  For the past 37 years, United Van Lines has tracked who’s 
moving where among the 50 States...an interesting way to see which states are "in demand", which are stable...and 
which are the ones people want to LEAVE.



And for the first time in 16 years, this Migration Study contains good news for Michigan.



Corrigan Moving Systems is a United Van Lines agent in Michigan...



Dave Corrigan, welcome to Stateside.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

5. Economy (Continued):

Stateside: Propane Shortage
Broadcast on 2014-02-19 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:00.  Like an unwelcome guest, this winter keeps hanging on, 
serving up record amounts of snow and bitterly cold temperatures.

And then there’s a propane shortage. 



So those in Michigan and throughout the Midwest who rely on propane for their heat have to worry about getting 
propane...and when they do, dealing with major price increases.



What’s behind the shortage? And what does it mean for the 9 to 10 percent of Michigan homes that use propane for 
heat?



We’re joined by Judy PAL-now of the Michigan Public Service Commission.... thanks for joining us...

Stateside: Paying Sales Tax on Internet Purchases
Broadcast on 2014-02-25 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  Michigan’s new state Treasurer Kevin Clinton is calling for 
Michigan residents to pay the state’s 6 percent sales tax on Internet purchases.



Right now, online shoppers in the state don’t have to pay the sales tax to companies that don’t have actually stores 
IN Michigan... like Amazon or Overstock.com



There are currently bills in the state Legislature - known as "Main Street Fairness" Legislation, that would change 
that.



So, will you soon have to pay sales tax on your Amazon purchases? Chad Livengood joins us now to try and answer 
that question... Chad is Lansing reporter for the Detroit News. Welcome, Chad!

Stateside: Good News for Municipal Officials Worried About a Large Hole in Their Budgets
Broadcast on 2014-02-26 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  But there’s good news for municipal officials worried about 
a great big hole in their budgets.



A package of bills has been introduced in the State Senate that would plug that hole, without having to revert to 
anything like the PPT, which Governor Snyder called "the second-dumbest tax" in Michigan.



And...even better news: this package seems to have just about everyone on-board, including both Democratic and 
Republican lawmakers!



Here to tell us more is Kathleen Gray from the Detroit Free Press Lansing Bureau...hello KATHY!

6. Education:

Stateside: Reporting School Safety Information in Michigan
Broadcast on 2014-01-07 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  Parents want to know how safe their child’s school is. How 
many incidents of bulling have happened, for example? How many kids caught with drugs or alcohol?



Well, it’s been more than a decade since the state of Michigan required the reporting of school safety information.  



But, it appears that requirement is failing.



Bridge Magazine writer Ron French recently dug into the extent of the problem... Hello Ron.



Quarterly Issues/Programs List for Station WFUM Period: January 1 - March 31, 2014
Placed in the Public File April 3, 2014 WFUM, Flint, Michigan Michigan Radio - Page 11

Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

6. Education (Continued):

State of Opportunity: Special Call-in Show: Measuring Educational Progress - The World of High Stakes Testing
Broadcast on 2014-01-16 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:31.  From Michigan Radio�this is State of Opportunity�I�m 
Jennifer White.



Parents, educators and policy makers all agree, we have to know if kids are learning in school. The current reform 
movement puts a heavy emphasis on measuring kids� educational progress through high stakes testing. Some people 
argue that testing is necessary because it�s the best way to measure whether kids and schools are on the right track. 
(Obama quote). But others are concerned that high stakes tests don�t really measure whether a child is learning�and 
that those tests can work against low income children and children of color. (quote).



This hour we�ll explore the world of high stakes testing, is it the best way to measure kids� success�and if not testing, 
then what? We�ll also look at whether Michigan is headed in a new direction with testing.



All that�s ahead, this hour, on State of Opportunity from Michigan Radio.

Stateside: New Report Shows Economic Contribution of Michigan’s University Research Corridor
Broadcast on 2014-01-21 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:00.  Let’s turn to Michigan’s three largest universities for a 
moment... the University of Michigan, Michigan State University and Wayne State make up the University Research 
Corridor and a new report - out today - shows the corridor contributing more than 16 billion dollars to the state’s 
economy...



Lou Anna Simon is President of Michigan State University and she joins us now... Welcome...

Stateside: The Politics of the Smarter Balanced Assessment
Broadcast on 2014-01-21 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  Lawmakers in Lansing have begun holding hearings on 
which standardized tests Michigan students will take next Spring.



The state has already decided to replace the MEAP tests� and educational officials have endorsed the Smarter 
Balanced Assessment.



In the coming months, you�ll likely be hearing a lot about the politics of the Smarter Balanced Assessment� Some 
lawmakers say the test takes away control from local curriculum because it�s being developed by a national 
consortium. 



Let�s turn to Public Sector Consultant�s Michelle Richard� What we often do when educational questions come up � 
Hi, Michelle!

State of Opportunity: Michigan Schools Face Big Change Next Year in Student Testing
Broadcast on 2014-02-12 at 6:35AM, 8:35AM and 5:45PM; Duration 04:12.  Schools in Michigan will face a big 
change next year in student testing. After more than four decades in use, the Michigan Educational Assessment 
Program, or MEAP test, is on its way out. That much is known. 



What�s unknown at this point is what will replace the MEAP. There�s currently a pitched battle raging in Lansing 
over what to do. And as State of Opportunity�s Dustin Dwyer reports, much of that battle boils down to money and 
government infighting.



Quarterly Issues/Programs List for Station WFUM Period: January 1 - March 31, 2014
Placed in the Public File April 3, 2014 WFUM, Flint, Michigan Michigan Radio - Page 12

Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

6. Education (Continued):

Jack Lessenberry: What’s Going on in State Politics (2)
Broadcast on 2014-02-12 at 7:51AM; Duration: 04:12.  It’s Wednesday, the morning we speak with Michigan 
Radio’s Political Analyst Jack Lessenberry about what’s going on in state politics.



Governor Snyder talked about education funding as part of his budget proposal last week. 



Now the State Board of Education has kicked off a series of discussions on the topic. 



What do you expect will come of these talks?

Stateside: A Two-Bill Package in the State Legislature Would Hold Back Third-graders with Poor Reading Skills
Broadcast on 2014-02-10 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  There is a two-bill package making its way through the State 
Legislature that could impact students in every third-grade classroom in Michigan.



It would hold back third-graders who have poor reading skills. If a child fails a third-grade reading exam, he or she 
does NOT move along to fourth grade.



Backers say it can help get a struggling student back on track. Critics say flunking that struggling student is a 
punishment... And, state Superintendent Mike Flanagan panned the legislation... saying it should be up to local 
schools and parents.

Stateside: How are Districts Preparing for the New Smarter Balanced Assessment (the SBA)?
Broadcast on 2014-02-13 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:00.  But first...Out with the MEAP and the MME!



Schools around Michigan are gearing up for a new online adaptive assessment test in the spring of 2015.



The Michigan Department of Education says the state has only ONE option for testing students on the Common 
Core State Standards for the next three years.



And that option is the Smarter Balanced Assessment...the SBA.



But here’s the problem for school districts and administrators: our state lawmakers haven’t made that official.



We wondered how districts are preparing for the SBA ... or whatever standardized test kids are asked to take next 
year.



Joining us is William Heath. He is the Superintendent of the Morrice Area Schools...and the Principal at Morrice 
Junior and Senior High School...located in Shiawassee County. Thanks for joining us!!

Michigan Radio News: Democratic Representative Ellen Cogen Lipton Talks About the Education Achievement Authority (EAA)
Broadcast on 2014-02-18 at 5:15PM; Duration: 04:38.  This week, the Michigan House could vote to expand the 
Education Achievement Authority, or EAA. The EAA was created by Governor Rick Snyder as a separate school 
district for the lowest 5 percent of performing schools in Michigan. The idea being that, under the oversight of a 
state appointed emergency manager, those schools could be transformed into higher performing, stable schools. 
Supporters of the EAA say that the district is showing student improvement. Critics of the district say the EAA is 
failing students and schools. Joining us now is Democratic Representative Ellen Cogen Lipton. Representative, 
welcome to the program.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

6. Education (Continued):

Stateside: Accommodations for Transgender Students
Broadcast on 2014-02-18 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  How far should a school go to accommodate its transgender 
students? What federal or state laws and ordinances might impact policies for transgender students?



School districts around the nation are wrestling with these questions....even as parents and civil rights groups mount 
court challenges against districts whose policies are NOT supportive of transgender student rights.



The ACLU of Michigan’s LGBT Project is now crafting a comprehensive model policy for transgender students, a 
policy that could be adopted by local school districts.



Jay Kaplan is a staff attorney who is part of this effort. Welcome to Stateside.

Stateside: Snow days and Making Up the Lost Time
Broadcast on 2014-02-19 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  Let’s talk about Snow Days.



As parents deal with having kids at home and underfoot, school administrators have to figure out how to make up 
for time lost to Old Man Winter.



Some districts are already over the limit of SIX missed days that districts can have before they must add days to 
make up for lost classtime. Many more are at the limit...with another month of winter yet to go.



What’s the best way to make up lost time? Adding minutes onto the school day? Or adding days at the end of the 
school year? Should local districts be allowed to decide for themselves or should Lansing make the decision for 
them?



Bridge Magazine contributing writer Ted Roelofs dug into these questions for his story in this week’s Bridge.



Ted, remind us again exactly what Michigan law spells out: how much instruction MUST be offered each school 
year so the districts qualify for state aid?

Stateside: The State of Michigan is Ending its Contract with the Education Achievement Authority (EAA)
Broadcast on 2014-02-20 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:00.  But first, to news out of Lansing:



The state of Michigan is ending its exclusive contract with the Education Achievement Authority to oversee the 
worst-performing schools in the state.



State School Superintendent Mike Flangan has sent a letter to the E-A-A saying the state will pull out of its 
exclusivity agreement with the Authority one year from now.



Martin Ackley is with the Michigan Department of Education. He says the state still intends to use the E-A-A to 
help turn around struggling schools:
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

6. Education (Continued):

State of Opportunity: Teacher Evaluations and how to use Them to Make all Teachers Better
Broadcast on 2014-02-26 at 6:35AM and 8:35AM; Duration 04:02.  Teacher evaluations have become a hot political 
topic in Michigan. 



Chances are if you�ve heard anything about them, the discussion has been about how to use evaluations to get rid of 
poor-performing teachers.

 

But State of Opportunity�s Dustin Dwyer has been looking into a different aspect of teacher evaluations: How to use 
them to make all teachers better.

Stateside: Not all Good News for K thru 12 Budgets This Year
Broadcast on 2014-03-03 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:00.  There are fewer Michigan school districts running into the 
red this year...and even more are projected to work their way out of budget deficits by the end of the school year. 



State Senator Howard Walker chairs the Senate K thru 12 budget subcommittee.



But peel away the top layer and it’s not all good news.



Joining us to explain is  MLive Capitol reporter Jonathon Oosting. Hi Jonathan!

Stateside: Michigan has Shifted the Burden of Paying for a College Education Onto Students
Broadcast on 2014-03-05 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:00.  But first...when it comes to funding for higher education it’s 
hard to believe: in 2000, all but three of the 50 states contributed MORE per-college student than each student paid.



That came to a screeching halt in Michigan starting with deep cuts to higher education funding by the Granholm 
administration..and picking up steam as the economy worsened.



Today, Michigan is among the many states to shift the burden of paying for that college education onto students. 



We now rank 40th in per-student higher education spending. 



Brian Smith joins us now. He wrote about this for MLive. Welcome, Brian.

Stateside: Proposed Changes to Special Education Rules in Michigan are Causing Alarm for Some Parents
Broadcast on 2014-03-10 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  Proposed changes to special education rules in Michigan are 
causing alarm and concern for some parents of special ed students.



Marcie Lipsitt is the Founder of the Michigan Alliance for Special Education. They’re a grassroots organization that 
advocates for special education students.



Marcie, you say these proposed rule revisions would be devastating. Why so?

State of Opportunity: A Different Aspect of Teacher Evaluations
Broadcast on 2014-02-26 at 4:25PM; Duration: 04:02.  Teacher evaluations have become a hot political topic in 
Michigan. 



Chances are if you�ve heard anything about them, the discussion has been about how to use evaluations to get rid of 
poor-performing teachers.

 

But State of Opportunity�s Dustin Dwyer has been looking into a different aspect of teacher evaluations: How to use 
them to make all teachers better.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

6. Education (Continued):

Michigan Radio News: Arts Advocates try New Tactics to "Sell" Arts Education
Broadcast on 2014-02-26 at 4:45PM; Duration: 04:01.  Nobody gets into politics or education with the dream of 
cutting arts education in schools. 



But it’s happening -even though people keep wringing their hands over what to do about it. 



As Michigan Radio’s Kate Wells explains, arts advocates are trying some NEW tactics to sell lawmakers, schools 
districts, and even KIDS on arts education.

Michigan Radio News: Vote Expected on the Expansion of the Education Achievement Authority (EAA)
Broadcast on 2014-03-25 at 4:45PM; Duration: 05:01.  A vote is expected on a final version of a bill that would 
expand the Education Achievement Authority into a statewide district.  The EAA was created by the Snyder 
administration to initially oversee the lowest performing schools in the Detroit Public School system where it 
currently oversees 15 schools. Supporters say the EAA will give troubled schools the opportunity to turn things 
around, but critics say the EAA hasn�t proved that its model for education is a successful one. Joining us now is 
Brian Smith, the statewide education reporter for MLIVE dot com. Brian, welcome.

Michigan Radio News: Part One of a Two-part Series on the Education Achievement Authority (EAA)
Broadcast on 2014-03-27 at 6:35AM and 8:35AM; Duration 04:26.  The state legislature could soon give Governor 
Snyder something he�s wanted for a long time.



The Senate is now considering a bill passed by the House that, among other things, allows for the Education 
Achievement Authority to expand.



That state-run district for the lowest-performing schools is the Governor�s signature education initiative. 



But as Michigan Radio�s Sarah Cwiek reports in the first of a two-part series, the E-A-A�s persistent troubles have 
also made it one of his biggest headaches.

Stateside: Research on Inequality and Young Women who Choose the "Party-path" in College
Broadcast on 2014-03-24 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  When you think of inequality in higher education... things 
like tuition, the price for books and food... probably come up.



But what about inequality when it comes to the party-scene in college?



A new five year study found that if a young women chooses the so-called �party-path... " rather than rigorous 
studying...  and if she�s from a working class or low-income family...  that party-path my not lead her to the great 
college experience OR a promising career.



The research was done by sociologists Elizabeth Armstrong of the University of Michigan, and Laura Hamilton of 
the University of California, Merced.. and they’ve turned the research into a book, Paying for the Party: How 
College Maintains Inequality. Cynthia recently spoke with Elizabeth Armstrong.



Elizabeth Armstrong, so good to have you on Stateside�.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

6. Education (Continued):

Stateside: State House Approves a Measure to Expand the Controversial Education Achievement Authority (EAA)
Broadcast on 2014-03-24 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  The state House has approved a measure to expand the 
controversial Education Achievement Authority. The E-A-A is the agency that�s supposed to turn around some of 
the state�s most struggling school districts.



A final version of the bill could be voted on as early as this week by the state Senate and sent to Governor Snyder 
for his signature.



The legislation passed the House last week by just one more vote than was needed.



Critics of the E-A-A, mostly Democrats, say student test results don�t support putting more schools into the 
authority. 



Supporters, mainly Republican, say the legislation allows for more tools to be used to turn around failing schools.



Kathy Gray � Lansing reporter for the Detroit Free Press � has been covering the E-A-A� hi Kathy�



So, let�s begin in the state House� a really CLOSE vote, in fact. Passed by just one vote� That really tells you how 
controversial this bill is.



And, what would this legislation do?

Stateside: Michigan is Among the States Thinking About Year-round Schooling
Broadcast on 2014-03-24 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  Some at-risk schools in Michigan could soon get more state 
funding if they agree to go year-round.



In his budget address in February, Gov. Snyder called for a state pilot program to encourage year-round schooling. 
School districts could get money to add air conditioning and other upgrades to old buildings so they could operate 
during the summer.



Supporters of the measure say students lose a lot of what they learn during the school year after long summer breaks.



AUDIO: �Then they come back in September and the teachers have to reeducate them through September, and even 
into October�  You could have 30 and even up to 60 of the 180 days of kids relearning what they should already 
know.�



That�s state Representative Andy Schor. He�s sponsoring year-round education legislation.



But, do these measures actually work? Keeping kids in school all year long? Harris Cooper is Professor  & Chair of 
the Department of Psychology & Neuroscience at Duke University� and he�s been going over the data� Hello Harris!



So, Michigan is among the states thinking about more year-round schooling� what have you found � in terms of the 
effectiveness?
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

6. Education (Continued):

Stateside: How Much Pressure Should we put on Individual Teachers to Fix Problems with the Achievement Gap?
Broadcast on 2014-03-25 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  You don’t have to go too far to find critics of our schools, of 
the way our children are learning, what they’re learning and the achievement gap within our classrooms.



There are countless statistics that try to measure the problems. For example, when it comes to education in the US, 
students are lagging behind their peers in other countries. When you look at standardized tests, American students 
rank 17th in reading, 23rd in science and 31st in Math...which puts us behind students in Poland and Slovenia.



What we want to explore here today is this: how much pressure should we put on individual teachers to "fix" these 
problems?



Cyndy recently spoke with three teachers who are all earning their PhDs in education at the University of Michigan.



Natalie Davis, Alastair Bomphray, and Martha Curren-Preis.

7. Environment:

The Environment Report: Emerging Contaminants, Part 1
Broadcast on 2014-01-14 at 8:51AM and 5:45PM; Duration 04:06.  When researchers look closely enough, they can 
find trace amounts of a lot of chemicals in drinking water - tiny amounts of things like pharmaceuticals, pesticides, 
and industrial chemicals. Researchers aren�t sure what this means for our health, so they�re continuing to investigate.



We�ll find out more about so-called �emerging contaminants� on the next Environment Report.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

7. Environment (Continued):

Stateside: Corn-based Ethanol
Broadcast on 2014-01-07 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  It�s been seven years since America hit the accelerator on 
corn-based ethanol fuels. Homegrown corn became the centerpiece of a push to find an alternative to foreign oil. 



President Bush signed this expansion of the Renewable Fuel Standard---RFS---in 2007, promising it would make us 
�stronger, cleaner and more secure.�



But, as is so often the case, something that offers great promise on one hand, takes its toll on the OTHER hand. So 
the view of corn-based ethanol very much depends upon which side of the fence you�re standing on.



Proponents, including The Michigan Corn Growers Association, say corn-based ethanol is a greener source of 
fuel�.the future of our energy. And many farmers, in Michigan and across the Corn Belt, rushed to convert  pasture 
and conservation land to plant corn. ..grateful for the chance to earn a better living thanks to this new market for 
their corn.



But critics worry about environmental damage�destroyed habitat�increased fertilizer use threatening water 
supplies�and global warming as that converted land is plowed, releasing carbon dioxide that had been locked into the 
soil.



And NOW we hear that the Obama Administration has proposed reducing the amount of ethanol that must be 
blended into the gasoline supply. Farmers are protesting, ethanol advocates worry it�s a step backward for alternative 
energy�and accuse Big Oil and its lobbyists of slinging misinformation and myths about corn-based ethanol.



Let�s take a closer look at the future of ethanol�and  what our renewable energy future might look like.



Joining us is Bruce Dale. He�s a Professor of Chemical Engineering and former Chair of the Department of 
Chemical Engineering and Materials Science at Michigan State University. And, his MSU bio notes�and I quote: "In 
plain terms, Professor Dale is trying to figure out what we will do to provide environmentally-sustainable fuels and 
chemical products for our society once as the Age of Petroleum winds to its inevitable end sometime in this 
century." Professor you say you hope this age of petroleum ends with a whimper and not a bang... what do you mean 
by that?

The Environment Report: Emerging Contaminants, Part 2
Broadcast on 2014-01-16 at 8:51AM; Duration: 04:04.  Coming up on the next Environment Report� When water 
flows downhill, it carries all kinds of things with it. And when it comes to the water at a sewage treatment plant, 
some pretty weird things can turn up. Antidepressant drugs, Ibuprofen, hormones, and DEET to name a few. So 
what is all this stuff doing to the fish in the water? We�ll talk to researchers about what they know, and what they�re 
hoping to find out, on the next Environment Report.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

7. Environment (Continued):

The Environment Report: BPA and Tumors & The Winter Misery Index
Broadcast on 2014-02-11 at 8:51AM; Duration: 04:05.  Coming up on the Environment Report... Is this the winter 
of your dreams� or the worst you�ve ever lived through? We�ll talk to a scientist who�s developed a winter misery 
index.  She�ll run the numbers for us to see how this winter stacks up�. on the next Environment Report.



A new study finds liver tumors in mice exposed to a common chemical. 



This is the Environment Report. I�m Rebecca Williams.



We�re all regularly exposed to the chemical bisphenol-A or BPA. Companies have taken it out of baby bottles� and 
many kinds of those hard plastic water bottles no longer have BPA in them.



But it�s still used on paper receipts and to line most food and drink cans.



�There is mounting evidence that BPA has negative health effects in both animal models and humans.�



That�s Dana Dolinoy. She�s an Assistant Professor at the University of Michigan School of Public Health.

The Environment Report: The Farm Bill and the Great Lakes
Broadcast on 2014-02-18 at 8:51AM and 5:45PM; Duration 04:03.  Michigan farmers are happy there�s finally a 
new farm bill.  Environmentalists are pretty happy too.  We�ll hear about some huge changes in the farm bill and 
what they�ll mean for the Great Lakes�on the next Environment Report.

Stateside: The USDA Announces a $3 Million Dollar New Program to Help Honey Bees
Broadcast on 2014-03-03 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  This winter has been especially tough for an already-fragile 
population in Michigan: honey bees.



Beekeepers are already coping with a nearly-decade-long decline in commercial honeybees and their wild cousins. 
It’s called "colony collapse disorder".



Now comes the unrelenting cold of this record-setting winter and beekeepers in Michigan and other states are 
reporting staggering losses.



And that could endanger crop production all over the nation.



So the US Department of Agriculture has announced it’s spending $3 million on a new program to help honey bees.



Let’s find out why this is so crucial and what it means for Michigan’s farmers and beekeepers.



Mike Hansen is the State Apiarist with Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development. Welcome 
Mike!
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

7. Environment (Continued):

Stateside: Michigan’s Spring Flood Update
Broadcast on 2014-03-11 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  We’ve all kept rather busy this winter tracking the seemingly 
never-ending snowfall. And, with Nobody’s Friend, the Polar Vortex, hanging around all winter, very little has 
melted. So there’s a sizeable snow pack just waiting for the spring melt.



What are forecasters predicting in terms of river and road flooding this spring?



We’re joined by Jim Maczko..he’s a meteorologist with the National Weather Service...based in Grand 
Rapids....where there’s HOW much of a snow pack right now?

8. Government:

Stateside: Resigned State Treasurer Andy Dillon Still on the State Payroll
Broadcast on 2014-01-08 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  More than two months ago, former State Treasurer Andy 
Dillon resigned...clouded in controversy.



Today, word leaked out that  Dillon is still on the state payroll...has been since November One,  still pulling down 
his full salary of $174-thousand 204...for training his successor Kevin Clinton.



Zoe Clark , co-host of Michigan Radio’s It’s Just Politics  joins us now, along with Lester Graham - of Michigan 
Watch.



Hi you two.

Michigan Radio News: Governor Rick Snyder - State of the State Speech
Broadcast on 2014-01-17 at 6:35AM, 8:35AM and 5:45PM; Duration 03:21.  Governor Rick Snyder put services for 
immigrants and seniors at the top of his to-do list for 2014 in his State of the State speech yesterday (Thu.).



The governor also promised to extend pre-school to every child in the state that wants to attend, and trumpeted the 
state�s economic recovery as he prepares to seek a second term. 



We have more from Michigan Public Radio�s Rick Pluta.

Michigan Radio News: Governor Rick Snyder’s Fourth State of the State Address
Broadcast on 2014-01-17 at 4:45PM; Duration: 05:19.  Last night, Governor Rick Snyder gave his fourth State of 
the State address. In a speech covering a wide range of topics he spent a lot of time focusing on his accomplishments 
and gave a broad overview of what he hopes to accomplish this year.



Joining us to take a closer look are Ken Sikkema, former Senate Majority Leader and Senior Policy Fellow at Public 
Sector Consultants, and Zoe Clark, co-host of It’s Just Politics on Michigan Radio. Welcome to both of you...

Stateside: Preview of the Fourth State of the State Address
Broadcast on 2014-01-15 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:00.  But first...Governor Snyder delivers his fourth State of the 
State address tomorrow night. Zoe Clark and Rick Pluta co-hosts of Michigan Radio�s It�s Just Politics join me now�



Rick � what are you hearing about what we�ll hear from the Governor tomorrow evening?
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

8. Government (Continued):

Stateside: The Affordable Care Act - Where do Things Stand Now?
Broadcast on 2014-01-15 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  It’s been a little over two weeks since the Affordable Care 
Act officially kicked in.



How many people have been able to enroll? How many are getting financial assistance to help pay for their plan? 
And what deadlines do we need to be aware of?



Joining us once more is Don Hazaert, Director of Michigan Consumers for Healthcare....one of four navigator 
agencies for the ACA.



Now, the Department of Health and Human Services just reported that 75-thousand 511 Michiganders have signed 
up for coverage since enrollment began October first.



We ALL know the website troubles really hurt enrollment figures then. 



Where do things stand now?

Stateside: The Politics of the Smarter Balanced Assessment
Broadcast on 2014-01-21 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  Lawmakers in Lansing have begun holding hearings on 
which standardized tests Michigan students will take next Spring.



The state has already decided to replace the MEAP tests� and educational officials have endorsed the Smarter 
Balanced Assessment.



In the coming months, you�ll likely be hearing a lot about the politics of the Smarter Balanced Assessment� Some 
lawmakers say the test takes away control from local curriculum because it�s being developed by a national 
consortium. 



Let�s turn to Public Sector Consultant�s Michelle Richard� What we often do when educational questions come up � 
Hi, Michelle!

Michigan Radio News: Ken Sikkema and Susan Demas on Michigan’s Budget Surplus and an Approved Bill to Cut the Income Tax Rate
Broadcast on 2014-01-30 at 4:25PM; Duration: 04:05.  Each Thursday we look at Michigan politics with Susan 
Demas, publisher of Inside Michigan Politics, and Ken Sikkema, former Senate Majority Leader and Senior Policy 
Fellow at Public Sector Consultants.



As predicted, the state budget surplus has become a hot topic in the state legislature�more specifically how to spend 
that money. Ken, A state Senate panel approved a bill yesterday that would cut the income tax rate from 4-point-25 
percent to 3-point-9 percent over the next three years. 



Are Republicans on the same page about this tax cut?

Stateside: Democratic Congressman Dan Kildee Reacts to President Obama’s State of the Union Address
Broadcast on 2014-01-29 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  Earlier in the show we heard from Republican Congress Bill 
Huzeinga from West Michigan... got his thoughts on President Obama’s State of the Union address. So, let’s cross 
the state now... and the aisle... to Democratic Congressman Dan Kildee, from the East side of Michigan... Hello 
Congressman!
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

8. Government (Continued):

Michigan Radio News: Governor Rick Snyder Formally Launches his Reelection Campaign
Broadcast on 2014-02-03 at 5:45PM; and on 2014-02-04 at 5:35AM and 7:35AM; Duration 03:26.  Governor Rick 
Snyder says Michigan�s economic recovery is just starting and he wants four more years to finish the job. 



The governor formally launched his reelection campaign today [Mon] with stops in Detroit, Lansing, and Grand 
Rapids. 



Tomorrow [Tue.], he has stops scheduled in Traverse City, Frankenmuth and at Oakland Community College.

	

Michigan Public Radio�s Rick Pluta reports.

Jack Lessenberry: What’s Going on in State Politics
Broadcast on 2014-02-05 at 7:51AM; Duration: 03:30.  It’s Wednesday, the morning we speak with Michigan 
Radio’s Political Analyst Jack Lessenberry about what’s going on in state politics.



Governor Rick Snyder unveils his budget plan today, what will we likely hear?

Michigan Radio News: Ken Sikkema and Susan Demas on Raising Michigan’s Minimum Wage
Broadcast on 2014-02-20 at 5:24PM; Duration: 05:17.  To raise or not to raise the minimum wage is a question 
Michigan voters may have to answer this November. The state Board of Canvassers yesterday approved petition 
language put forward by Raise Michigan. It’s a coalition that wants to increase Michigan’s minimum wage to 10 
dollars and 10 cents an hour by 2017 and also index the minimum wage to inflation. To get the question on the 
November ballot they need to collect 258,000 signatures by May 28th.



Joining us now are Susan Demas, publisher of Inside Michigan Politics and Ken Sikkema, former Senate Majority 
Leader and Senior Policy Fellow at Public Sector consultants.



Susan, who are the players in Raise Michigan?

The Environment Report: The Farm Bill and the Great Lakes
Broadcast on 2014-02-18 at 8:51AM and 5:45PM; Duration 04:03.  Michigan farmers are happy there�s finally a 
new farm bill.  Environmentalists are pretty happy too.  We�ll hear about some huge changes in the farm bill and 
what they�ll mean for the Great Lakes�on the next Environment Report.

Stateside: What Does Ronna Romney McDaniel’s Election Mean for Michigan’s Profile on the Republican National Committee?
Broadcast on 2014-02-17 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:00.  Over the weekend, Michigan Republicans chose a new 
member of the Republican National Committee to take the seat vacated when Terri Lynn Land stepped down to run 
for Carl Levin’s Senate seat.



The new member is someone with quite a Michigan political pedigree.



Ronna Romney McDaniel is Mitt Romney’s niece...and, of course, the granddaughter of Michigan’s 43rd governor, 
George Romney.



What does her election mean for Michigan’s profile on the Republican National Committee?



We’re joined by Michigan Public Radio Network Lansing bureau chief Rick Pluta. Hello, Rick!!
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

8. Government (Continued):

Stateside: What is the Key to Getting Young Americans into the Obamacare Tent?
Broadcast on 2014-02-17 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  Latest figures from the government tell us that nearly 3.3 
million Americans have signed up so far for health insurance through the Affordable Care Act exchanges.



And officials are pointing to a surge in young people who are enrolling: the percentage of people aged 18-to-34 who 
enrolled grew by three percentage points last month over the previous three months.



Attracting these healthy young people to sign up is critical to the success of the ACA, because they offset the costs 
of covering the older folks who are likely less healthy.



So just what is the key to getting young Americans into the Obamacare tent?



My next two guests are focused on that very challenge:



Dizzy Warren is here. She�s the Project Director for Enroll Michigan...good to have you with us, Dizzy!!

Michigan Radio News: Ken Sikkema and Susan Demas on Current Activity in Michigan’s Attorney General’s Office
Broadcast on 2014-03-06 at 4:55PM; Duration: 03:59.  Michigan’s Attorney General’s office is very busy right now. 
The state’s position on juvenile life sentences is being questioned before the Michigan Supreme Court...the state’s 
constitutional amendment banning same sex marriage and civil unions is being challenged in federal court...and at 
the same time, the rights of pensioners are being sorted out as Detroit continues to go through bankruptcy. Bill 
Schuette, Michigan’s attorney general has been front, center, and vocal in all of these cases.



Hear to talk about what this all means is Susan Demas, publisher of Inside Michigan Politics, and Ken Sikkema, 
former Senate Majority Leader and Senior Policy Fellow at Public Sector consultants.



Susan, Bill Schuette has very strong positions...for instance, in the same sex marriage case he is instructing county 
clerks not to issue marriage licenses to same sex couples even if the court rules that the law is unconstitutional. Is 
this degree of activism unexpected from a state attorney general?

Stateside: Flint Mayor Dayne Walling and his Annual State of the City Speech
Broadcast on 2014-03-04 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:00.  Flint Mayor Dayne Walling delivered his annual State of the 
City speech yesterday... and, we’ve got Mayor Walling on the line... Welcome back to Stateside
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

8. Government (Continued):

Michigan Radio News: The U.S. Sixth Circuit Court will not Lift its Order Suspending the Decision That Struck Down Michigan’s Same-sex Marriage ban
Broadcast on 2014-03-26 at 4:34AM; Duration: 01:19.  Yesterday, the U-S Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals 
announced it will NOT lift its order suspending the decision that struck down Michigan’s same-sex marriage ban. 



The court extended its stay on the ruling while the case is being litigated. 



But it did agree to an expedited schedule to hear the case. 



The decision means county clerks will not be issuing marriage licenses to same-sex couples while the case is being 
litigated. 



This is an historic case... What happens next?



How long could that take?  



State Attorney General Bill Schuette thinks this issue will need to be decided by the U-S Supreme Court. Do you 
agree?



What happens with the more than 300 same-sex marriages that took place this past weekend?

10. Legal System/Court Cases:

Stateside: Reforms to Michigan’s "Zero Tolerance" Discipline Policies
Broadcast on 2014-01-21 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  It’s been a year and a half since state education leaders 
called for reforms to Michigan’s "zero tolerance" discipline policies.



These are policies that were created to try and deter students from breaking school rules and violence...



Critics of zero tolerance point to the fact that a disproportionate number of students who are punished are minorities.



Ted Roelofs � contributing writer to Bridge Magazine recently looked into the policies� and Annie Sawl-sick is the 
Director of the Center on Youth Justice at the Vera Insitute.



Cyndy recently spoke with them.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

10. Legal System/Court Cases (Continued):

Stateside: The Michigan State House has Passed Two Bills for Access to Medical Marijuana, but the State Senate has Been Less "Enthusiastic"
Broadcast on 2014-02-10 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:00.  Medical marijuana is legal in Michigan. Voters 
overwhelmingly said "yes" to that in 2008.



But more than five years later, our state still hasn’t figured out how best to get the cannabis into the hands of the 
more than 100-thousand people who are registered as medical marijuana users.



In Mid-December, two bills were passed by the State House that made it easier for patients to buy medicinal 
cannabis.



 House Bill 5104 would permit the manufacture and sale of non-smoking forms of medical marijuana: capsules, oil, 
brownies...which would help patients who have a hard time smoking the weed.



And House Bill 4271 would allow communities to decide whether they want dispensaries in their towns.



Both bills cleared the House with strong bipartisan support.



But then...it was on to the State Senate, where the "reception" has been much less "enthusiastic". 



Michigan Public Radio Network Lansing reporter Jake Neher joins us now to pick up the story.



Hi Jake!

State of Opportunity: A Solution That Could Make Michigan’s Foster Care System Work Better
Broadcast on 2014-02-18 at 5:45PM; and on 2014-02-19 at 6:35AM and 8:35AM; Duration 04:07.  Michigan�s 
foster care system is the sixth biggest in the country, with more than 13-thousand kids. 



Many of them have a parent or relative who feels just as trapped by the system as they do. 



Sarah Alvarez reports on a solution that could make the system work better. 



And it’s one you might not expect:  More lawyers.

Jack Lessenberry: What’s Going on in State Politics (4)
Broadcast on 2014-02-26 at 7:51AM; Duration: 04:11.  It’s Wednesday, the morning we speak with Michigan 
Radio’s Political Analyst Jack Lessenberry about what’s going on in state politics.



Opening arguments were yesterday in the trial challenging the ban on same sex marriage in Michigan. 



What did we hear from attorneys?

Jack Lessenberry: What’s Going on in State Politics (5)
Broadcast on 2014-03-05 at 7:51AM; Duration: 03:22.  It’s Wednesday, the morning we speak with Michigan 
Radio’s Political Analyst Jack Lessenberry about what’s going on in state politics.



We’re in the second week of the trial challenging gay marriage in Michigan.



What have we heard so far on the case in the federal courtroom in Detroit?
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

10. Legal System/Court Cases (Continued):

Michigan Radio News: April DeBoer Talks About the Three Children she and Jayne Rouse are Raising
Broadcast on 2014-02-24 at 5:45PM; Duration: 03:45.  Hearings challenging Michigan�s ban on same sex marriage 
begin in federal court. Partners April DeBoer and Jayne Rouse are two nurses, living in Hazel Park, Michigan. 
They�ve been raising three children together but cannot jointly adopt the children because of Michigan�s ban on 
same sex marriage. The two sued the state for the right to adopt jointly�and eventually submitted a legal challenge to 
the state�s ban on same sex marriage. The hearings are expected to focus on whether Michigan�s same sex marriage 
ban is unconstitutional and whether children are harmed by being raised by same sex parents. We�re joined now by 
April DeBoer.



April, we�ve been hearing a lot about the particulars of the case�but central to the case are three children. Tell us 
about Nolan, Jacob, and Rye-anne.

Michigan Radio News: Ken Sikkema and Susan Demas on the Challenge to Michigan’s ban on Same sex Marriage
Broadcast on 2014-02-27 at 4:45PM; Duration: 05:08.  Each week we talk Michigan politics with Susan Demas, 
publisher of Inside Michigan Politics, and Ken Sikkema, former Senate Majority Leader and Senior Policy Fellow at 
Public Sector Consultants.



This week, a challenge to Michigan�s ban on same sex marriage began in federal court. Michigan voters approved 
the ban on same sex marriage and civil unions in 2004. 



Susan, give us a little background on this case.

Jack Lessenberry: What’s Going on in State Politics (6)
Broadcast on 2014-03-26 at 7:51AM; Duration: 04:26.  It’s Wednesday, the morning we speak with  Michigan 
Radio’s Political Analyst Jack Lessenberry about what’s going on in state politics.



Yesterday, the U-S Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals announced it will NOT lift its order suspending the decision that 
struck down Michigan’s same-sex marriage ban. 



The court extended its stay on the ruling while the case is being litigated. 



But it did agree to an expedited schedule to hear the case. 



The decision means county clerks will not be issuing marriage licenses to same-sex couples while the case is being 
litigated. 



This is an historic case... What happens next?
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

10. Legal System/Court Cases (Continued):

Stateside: What has Governor Snyder Decided to say About Granting Legal Recognition to Same-sex Couples who Married Last Weekend?
Broadcast on 2014-03-26 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:00.  But first...From elation...to a state of limbo.



That’s the status of same-sex couples in Michigan who had hoped to marry following last Friday’s ruling from 
Federal Judge Bernard Friedman, a ruling that struck down Michigan’s constitutional ban on same-sex marriage.



More than 300 couples rushed to speak their vows on Saturday...before the 6th US Circuit Court of Appeals issued a 
stay of Judge Friedman’s ruling until appeals proceedings conclude.



And now we have heard from Governor Rick Snyder about those couples.



Joining us now is MLive writer Jonathon Oosting...so what has Governor Snyder decided to say in terms of granting 
legal recognition to couples who married last weekend?

11. Public Health/Medicine:

Stateside: The ACLU is Suing the United States Conference for Catholic Bishops on Behalf of a Michigan Woman
Broadcast on 2014-01-02 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:00.  The American Civil Liberties Union is suing the United 
States conference for Catholic Bishops on behalf of a Michigan woman. 



At the heart of the issue is whether women can get appropriate medical care at a Catholic hospital.



This is becoming more important because more secular hospitals are merging with Catholic affiliated healthcare 
providers. By our count, of the 187 hospitals in Michigan, 26 of them are Catholic. That�s 14 percent.



Joining me now are Kary Moss, the Executive Director of the American Civil Liberties Union of Michigan. And, 
Dr. Lori Freedman is Assistant Professor in Medical Sociology at the University of California-San Francisco. 



Kary-Moss � let�s start with the case in Michigan that led to this law suit. What happened?

Stateside: Comparing the Cost of Medical Procedures
Broadcast on 2014-01-08 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  Let’s turn now to... Comparison shopping.



It can be an effective way of saving money. Whether it’s comparing the price of a cup of coffee....Starbucks versus 
Tim Horton’s, for instance...or comparing gas prices in different parts of the city or state...we’re all over that.



But what about comparing MEDICAL costs? Would you have ANY idea what, say, a hip replacement might cost at 
the hospital  you’d go to?



If you COULD tease out those prices and compare them, you would find yourself wondering: why do some 
hospitals in the same city or state charge thousands of dollars more for the same procedure? And why IS it so tough 
to get those prices?



Those are the questions my next guest explored in a recent story for DBusiness.... Ilene Wolff, welcome to Stateside.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

11. Public Health/Medicine (Continued):

Stateside: Flu Season in Michigan
Broadcast on 2014-01-14 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  It’s starting to make its presence felt in empty chairs at the 
workplace... sad little Facebook status updates saying, "I’m SICK". 



Flu season is upon us.



Federal officials report 35 states are now  experiencing widespread influenza activity...with young and middle-aged 
adults being hit hardest this year....rather than the usual pattern of seniors or children.



Let’s see what flu season looks like here in Michigan...as we welcome Dr Matthew Davis, chief medical executive 
for the state health department...and a professor at the University of Michigan. Good to have you with us, Doctor.

Stateside: The Affordable Care Act - Where do Things Stand Now?
Broadcast on 2014-01-15 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  It’s been a little over two weeks since the Affordable Care 
Act officially kicked in.



How many people have been able to enroll? How many are getting financial assistance to help pay for their plan? 
And what deadlines do we need to be aware of?



Joining us once more is Don Hazaert, Director of Michigan Consumers for Healthcare....one of four navigator 
agencies for the ACA.



Now, the Department of Health and Human Services just reported that 75-thousand 511 Michiganders have signed 
up for coverage since enrollment began October first.



We ALL know the website troubles really hurt enrollment figures then. 



Where do things stand now?

Stateside: The Affordable Care Act and Treatment for Mental Illness
Broadcast on 2014-01-15 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  As the Affordable Care Act rolled out, there’s been plenty of 
focus on physical health, pre-existing conditions. But we haven’t heard too much about what the ACA means for 
treating MENTAL illness.



And that is something that is a growing concern...as mentally ill people fill Michigan’s jails and prisons. What could 
it mean to these people to be able to obtain treatment?



Joining us is Ben Robinson. He’s the President and CEO of Rose Hill Center in Holly, in Oakland County. They 
offer residential treatment for adults with mental illness. He’s also on the Executive Board of the Michigan 
Association of Community Mental Health Boards.



Welcome, Ben!
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

11. Public Health/Medicine (Continued):

Stateside: The Michigan State House has Passed Two Bills for Access to Medical Marijuana, but the State Senate has Been Less "Enthusiastic"
Broadcast on 2014-02-10 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:00.  Medical marijuana is legal in Michigan. Voters 
overwhelmingly said "yes" to that in 2008.



But more than five years later, our state still hasn’t figured out how best to get the cannabis into the hands of the 
more than 100-thousand people who are registered as medical marijuana users.



In Mid-December, two bills were passed by the State House that made it easier for patients to buy medicinal 
cannabis.



 House Bill 5104 would permit the manufacture and sale of non-smoking forms of medical marijuana: capsules, oil, 
brownies...which would help patients who have a hard time smoking the weed.



And House Bill 4271 would allow communities to decide whether they want dispensaries in their towns.



Both bills cleared the House with strong bipartisan support.



But then...it was on to the State Senate, where the "reception" has been much less "enthusiastic". 



Michigan Public Radio Network Lansing reporter Jake Neher joins us now to pick up the story.



Hi Jake!

Stateside: Michigan’s Emergency Rooms and Access to Emergency Health Care
Broadcast on 2014-02-13 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  How are we doing as a state when it comes to our emergency 
rooms...and access to emergency health care?



According to a report card recently released by the American College of Emergency Physicians, not very well. 
Michigan got an overall grade of "D"---46th in the nation in its emergency care environment. And we got a 
FAILING grade in access to emergency care.



Why are we failing in access to this life-or-death care in Michigan?



We’re joined by Dr. Michael Nauss. He’s a senior emergency room physician at Henry Ford Hospital in Detroit. 
And he’s a board member of the Michigan College of Emergency Physicians.



Dr. Nauss, welcome to Stateside.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

11. Public Health/Medicine (Continued):

Stateside: What is the Key to Getting Young Americans into the Obamacare Tent?
Broadcast on 2014-02-17 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  Latest figures from the government tell us that nearly 3.3 
million Americans have signed up so far for health insurance through the Affordable Care Act exchanges.



And officials are pointing to a surge in young people who are enrolling: the percentage of people aged 18-to-34 who 
enrolled grew by three percentage points last month over the previous three months.



Attracting these healthy young people to sign up is critical to the success of the ACA, because they offset the costs 
of covering the older folks who are likely less healthy.



So just what is the key to getting young Americans into the Obamacare tent?



My next two guests are focused on that very challenge:



Dizzy Warren is here. She�s the Project Director for Enroll Michigan...good to have you with us, Dizzy!!

Stateside: Resistance to Vaccinations
Broadcast on 2014-02-24 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  When it comes to kids NOT getting vaccinated because their 
parents claim some personal or religious exemption, Michigan is number four in the nation.



But resistance to vaccinations didn’t just start with Jenny McCarthy or the study by British doctor Andrew 
Wakefield that alleged a link between vaccines and autism...a study that has since been discredited as being based on 
faulty science.



It goes back long before that.



Gender and medical historian Jacqueline Antonovich has studied and written about the history of our relationship 
with vaccinations.



Now Jacqueline, you recently wrote in the blog nursingclio.org about this topic...and it was pretty personal for you: 
you got clobbered with whooping cough?
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

11. Public Health/Medicine (Continued):

Stateside: Keeping E-Cigarettes out of the Hands of Kids Under age 18
Broadcast on 2014-03-26 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  You may have seen someone firing one up in a 
restaurant�where you thought smoking was banned. Maybe a friend or relative uses them. Or maybe YOU have tried 
to kick a cigarette habit by using one: an electronic cigarette.

 

These are the battery-powered inhalers that are loaded with a replaceable or refillable cartridge of liquid �juice� that 
can contain nicotine, solvents and flavors.  Puffing on an e-cig is called �vaping�.  And there�s little doubt vaping is 
here to stay.

 

Sales of e-cigs have grown from around $500-million dollars in 2012 to around a billion and a half dollars last year. 
Still a fraction of the tobacco cigarette market, but e-cig sales are booming as tobacco cigarette sales continue to 
decline.

 

Right now, there�s no regulation on e-cigs, beyond the FDA telling e-cig makers they may NOT market their 
products as a way to quit smoking.  And, there�s nothing to keep the e-cigs from being sold to minors.

 

And THAT has ignited debate in Lansing.

 

Associated Press reporter Emma Fidel has been looking into the state�s efforts to keep e-cigs out of the hands of kids 
under age 18. Welcome to the program, Emma!

Stateside: Latest Extension for Buying Health Insurance Under the Affordable Care Act
Broadcast on 2014-03-27 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:00.  We are closing in on the deadline to buy health insurance� or 
face a penalty� under the Affordable Care Act.



Erin Knott is the Michigan Director of Enroll America� a non-profit, non-partisan group trying to get people enrolled 
in health insurance.



And, Erin� first off �we’ve been told that there is an open enrollment deadline of March 31st...but, then, this week, 
we hear...that deadline isn’t so hard and fast? Can you spell out for us what this latest extension means?

12. Social Policy/Welfare:

Michigan Radio News: Some Michiganders are Facing Severe Weather Without Shelter
Broadcast on 2014-01-07 at 4:45PM; Duration: 05:20.  The weather and temperature in Michigan, and across the 
country, has been particularly brutal in recent days. Wind chill readings have dropped into the negative 30s in some 
places. But some Michiganders are facing this weather without shelter. We�re joined now by Ellen Schulmeister - 
the executive director the Shelter Association of Washtenaw County. Ellen, welcome to the program.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

12. Social Policy/Welfare (Continued):

Stateside: Arguments for Extending the Emergency Unemployment Compensation Program (EUC)
Broadcast on 2014-01-08 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:00.  Emergency unemployment benefits... and Senatorial "jitters" 
over an Enbridge oil pipeline running through the Straits of Mackinac. 



Both are issues consuming attention from Michigan’s Congressional delegation.



Let’s start with the fact that more than a week ago, a federal unemployment benefits program expired...leaving 
one-point-three million jobless Americans without aid. Some 45-thousand of them are here in Michigan.



The program is the Emergency Unemployment Compensation program...EUC for short. Here in Michigan, the EUC 
added 36 more weeks to the state’s regular 20 weeks of benefits.



On Capitol Hill today, Democrats are trying to pressure House Republicans to extend the program for three more 
months.



Detroit Free Press Washington reporter Todd Spangler joins us now to tell us more about this bid to revive the EUC.



Todd, the Emergency Unemployment Compensation Program was never meant to become a permanent fixture: 
what’s the argument for yet another extension?

Stateside: U-S Department of Agriculture Report Shows that SNAP is not too big or Wasteful
Broadcast on 2014-01-23 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  But, my next guest says not so fast. Terri Stangle is the 
Executive Director of the Center for Civil Justice � Welcome to Stateside.



You recently wrote an Op-Ed in Mlive.com where you note the argument that SNAP has gotten too big and too 
wasteful because of fraud� but you cite a U-S Department of Agriculture report� that shows that�s really not the case�

State of Opportunity: What the new Research on the American Dream Might tell us About Creating More Economic Opportunity
Broadcast on 2014-03-12 at 6:35AM and 8:35AM; Duration 04:00.  The American Dream is an idea that has a long 
history in this country. 



For immigrants in the 1800s, America was seen as a land of opportunity, a place where anyone could achieve 
anything. 



All that was required is hard work. 



There has been a lot of discussion among policymakers in the past few years about how to make the American 
Dream more of a reality. 



But at the same time, new research shows that opportunity in America hasn�t changed much in a long, long time. 



State of Opportunity�s Dustin Dwyer looks at what that research might tell us about creating more economic 
opportunity.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

12. Social Policy/Welfare (Continued):

State of Opportunity: Funding Issues for the Federal Program "The Maternal Infant and Early Childhood Home Visiting Program"
Broadcast on 2014-03-26 at 6:35AM, 8:35AM and 5:45PM; Duration 04:02.  A one-point-five billion dollar 
program to help the youngest, and most at risk, children in America could come to an end later this year. 



The federal program has a long and cumbersome name: The Maternal Infant and Early Childhood Home Visiting 
Program. 



But the idea behind it is simple: the best way to help new parents is to meet them where they live. 



The idea is the basis for a movement in social services, known as home visiting. 



State of Opportunity�s Dustin Dwyer reports that evidence for the benefits of home visiting programs is solid. 



But funding is not.

State of Opportunity: Finding Stable Funding for Home Visit Programs
Broadcast on 2014-03-26 at 6:35AM; Duration: 04:02.  Brandi Alexander is the Healthy Start coordinator at Family 
Futures in Grand Rapids. Healthy Start is the program that helped Angela Ducket after her daughter was born.  
Alexander says when one source of funding dries up for a home visit program, staffers have to be let go. If funding 
comes back from a different source, organizations like Family Futures have to go through a hiring process, and a 
training process for new workers.  It�s not the most efficient way of doing things. 

	

So we are trying to be able to find those niches of funding that are longer term.�



One source of funding Alexander is hoping she can count on is the The Maternal Infant and Early Childhood Home 
Visiting Program, or MIECV (MICK-V) for short. It�s federally funded. Over 5 years, MIECV offered 1.5 billion 
dollars for home visit programs across the country. Michigan has gotten about 31 million of those dollars, some of 
which is expected to go to Family Futures for the Healthy Start program to replace workers who were let go just a 
few years ago. 



What happened with Family Futures is an experience that many home visiting programs around the state had. 



Nancy Peeler manages the Child Health Care unit for the Michigan Department of Community Health. She says 
Family Futures, and other organizations could be headed for another funding downturn. The MIECV program is 
scheduled to expire at the end of September.

 

It�s been a real learning curve for us to be able to really figure it out and understand and to be very strategic about 
maximizing what we can accomplish with the funding.



Peeler says finding stable funding is an ongoing goal. In the meantime, if Congress doesn�t renew the MIECV 
funding by this fall, she estimates about a thousand fewer Michigan families will be able to get help from a home 
visit program.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

13. Transportation:

Stateside: Corn-based Ethanol
Broadcast on 2014-01-07 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  It�s been seven years since America hit the accelerator on 
corn-based ethanol fuels. Homegrown corn became the centerpiece of a push to find an alternative to foreign oil. 



President Bush signed this expansion of the Renewable Fuel Standard---RFS---in 2007, promising it would make us 
�stronger, cleaner and more secure.�



But, as is so often the case, something that offers great promise on one hand, takes its toll on the OTHER hand. So 
the view of corn-based ethanol very much depends upon which side of the fence you�re standing on.



Proponents, including The Michigan Corn Growers Association, say corn-based ethanol is a greener source of 
fuel�.the future of our energy. And many farmers, in Michigan and across the Corn Belt, rushed to convert  pasture 
and conservation land to plant corn. ..grateful for the chance to earn a better living thanks to this new market for 
their corn.



But critics worry about environmental damage�destroyed habitat�increased fertilizer use threatening water 
supplies�and global warming as that converted land is plowed, releasing carbon dioxide that had been locked into the 
soil.



And NOW we hear that the Obama Administration has proposed reducing the amount of ethanol that must be 
blended into the gasoline supply. Farmers are protesting, ethanol advocates worry it�s a step backward for alternative 
energy�and accuse Big Oil and its lobbyists of slinging misinformation and myths about corn-based ethanol.



Let�s take a closer look at the future of ethanol�and  what our renewable energy future might look like.



Joining us is Bruce Dale. He�s a Professor of Chemical Engineering and former Chair of the Department of 
Chemical Engineering and Materials Science at Michigan State University. And, his MSU bio notes�and I quote: "In 
plain terms, Professor Dale is trying to figure out what we will do to provide environmentally-sustainable fuels and 
chemical products for our society once as the Age of Petroleum winds to its inevitable end sometime in this 
century." Professor you say you hope this age of petroleum ends with a whimper and not a bang... what do you mean 
by that?

Michigan Radio News: Ken Sikkema and Susan Demas on the Condition of Michigan Roads
Broadcast on 2014-02-13 at 4:15PM; Duration: 05:05.  Drivers beware... Kirk Steudle, director of the Michigan 
Department of Transportation warns that this harsh winter will make the pothole situation in Michigan this spring 
the worse we’ve seen in our lifetime. He testified this week before the state house appropriations subcommittee on 
transportation.



Joining us now are Susan Demas, publisher of Inside Michigan Politics, and Ken Sikkema, former Senate Majority 
Leader and Senior Policy Fellow at Public Sector Consultants.



Susan, the most basic intersection of our lives with our government is roads...nothing makes you think more quickly 
about whether the state is spending enough money on infrastructure than a flat tire...is it your sense that 
Michiganders are starting to get more concerned about this issue as we move towards spring?
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

13. Transportation (Continued):

Jack Lessenberry: What’s Going on in State Politics (3)
Broadcast on 2014-02-19 at 7:51AM; Duration: 04:00.  It’s Wednesday, the morning we speak with Michigan 
Radio’s Political Analyst Jack Lessenberry about what’s going on in state politics.



All of the snow and cold weather is wreaking havoc on Michigan roads.

  

Many county road commissions are quickly moving through the money they have for plowing and salting.  



Now, state lawmakers hope to provide a hundred-million dollars in emergency funding to help communities fix 
potholes and plow.  



Jack, is that going to help?

Stateside: Repairing Michigan Roads
Broadcast on 2014-02-18 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:00.  But first, the endless winter of 2013-2014 drags on. And 
now we’re really seeing what it’s done to our roads. Patching crews try in vain to keep up with a bumper crop of 
potholes. More and more of us are losing tires, blowing the suspension as we bang into one of those gaping 
potholes.



And keep in mind, Michigan’s roads were crumbling before this winter!



With more winter to go, we wondered where our roads stand...and what needs to happen in Lansing to do what it 
takes to repair and maintain the roads.



We’re joined by someone who knows all too well what this winter has done to the pavement: Michigan Department 
of Transportation Director Kirk Steudle. 



Thank you for joining us!

Stateside: Michigan Legislators Pondering Speed Limit Increase
Broadcast on 2014-03-03 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  What matters more to you: being able to drive faster? Or 
being able to walk or ride your bike without ducking a speeding car?



That’s how the battle lines are forming over a package of bills soon to be introduced in the state Legislature. It 
would allow the state to give drivers more leeway to put the proverbial petal to the metal.



Let’s find out more as we welcome Tim Fischer. He’s with the Transportation for Michigan coalition and the 
Michigan Environmental Council. Good to have you with us, Tim.



Quarterly Issues/Programs List for Station WFUM Period: January 1 - March 31, 2014
Placed in the Public File April 3, 2014 WFUM, Flint, Michigan Michigan Radio - Page 36

Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

13. Transportation (Continued):

Stateside: Amtrak’s "Writers’ Residency" Program
Broadcast on 2014-03-06 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  There’s quite an excited buzz happening among the ranks of 
writers.



Amtrak is putting together a "writers’ residency" program. Free-or-nearly-free train rides to writers. 



You write while you’re chugging along the tracks, send out a few tweets about your travels...and let Amtrak 
interview you for their blog at the end of your trip.



Let’s find out how this came about...how it might work and who might be eligible.



Joining us is our "resident expert" in all things Amtrak, Adie Tomer with the Brookings Institution Metropolitan 
Policy Program. 



Good to have you back with us, Adie! Feel inspired? Want to take a romantic ride across the country courtesy 
Amtrak? Give us your sales pitch! What stories would YOU want to tell?

Stateside: Jack Lessenberry on Michigan Roads
Broadcast on 2014-03-25 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:00.  For years� there�s been talk that Michigan needs to put more 
money into its roads.



Governor Snyder has said he wants at least 1.2 billion dollars annually for road maintenance and repair.



A new report says the state needs closer to 2 billion dollars a year.



But, negotiations at the state Capitol have stalled� that is until the last few weeks�



Earlier this month� some 200 million was OK�ED in a supplemental budget it looks like ANOTHER deal could be in 
the works.



Now word on the street is that this is not some grand bargain� instead, there are reports that the amount would be 
closer to 300-400 million dollars� But, it�s a start� but, why now?



Jack Lessenberry is Michigan Radio�s political analyst� Hi Jack!!!

Stateside: Are Consumers Facing Recall Fatigue?
Broadcast on 2014-03-25 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  General Motors has been in the headlines over it�s recall of 
more than a million and a half vehicles due to ignition switch problems�  being blamed for 13 deaths.



Totoya� also in the news after having agreed to pay more than a billion dollars to settle with the Justice Department 
over a delayed recall of millions of it�s vehicles�



But, are consumers facing RECALL FAGIGUE?



Sonari Glinton is auto beat reporter for NPR � Hey Sonari!


