
Quarterly Issues/Programs List for Station WFUM Period: April 1 - June 30, 2014
Placed in the Public File July 3, 2014 WFUM, Flint, Michigan Michigan Radio - Page 1

Section I: Issues

WFUM has identified the following topics as significant issues facing our community in this quarter:

1. Arts/Humanities:  

2. Children’s Issues:  

3. Civil Rights/Race:  

4. Crime/Safety:  

5. Economy:  

6. Education:  

7. Environment:  

8. Government:  

9. Labor Relations:  

10. Legal System/Court Cases:  

11. Public Health/Medicine:  

12. Social Policy/Welfare:  

13. Transportation:  
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Section II: Responsive Programs

WFUM broadcast programming dealing with the various issues outlined in Section I of this list.  The programming was aired on the 
dates and times as follows:

1. Arts/Humanities:

Stateside: Tunde Olaniran - Flint Singer/Songwriter
Broadcast on 2014-04-08 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  Don’t make the mistake of thinking that fresh 
new music--rap, electronic and more--comes out of Detroit.



Listen to what’s coming out of Flint:



AUDIO/Track 1 "Brown Boy" or Track 3 "The Raven"



Tunde Olaniran is a Flint artist. 



Singer....songwriter....rapper....electropop....rock: Tunde is attracting lots of attention, including a glowing review in 
the New York Times for his new EP...Yung Archetype.



Tunde Olaniran, welcome!

Stateside: The Share Art Project - Bringing Artists Together With Young Offenders in Flint
Broadcast on 2014-04-10 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  How do we really get through to kids who are 
headed down the path to trouble?



There is a group of artists in the Flint area who believe the answer is spoken word...and visual art.



The Share Art Project has been bringing artists together with young offenders.



It’s a collaborative effort among artists at the Buckham Gallery and the Genesee Valley Regional Center..working 
with young offenders.



Shelley Spivack is a Buckham board member who chairs the program� good to have you with us ,Shelley!

Stateside: Flint’s Dezi Magby (AKA DJ Psycho) and Detroit’s Movement Electronic Music Festival
Broadcast on 2014-05-20 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  Techno music fans from around the world are 
getting ready for the Movement Electronic Music Festival that hits downtown Detroit this weekend.



This year’s Festival will bring more than 100 artists to the city. 



Flint’s Dezi Magby... AKA DJ Psycho... has played a big part in making Michigan a major player in the world’s 
electronic music scene. He got hooked on electronic music as a fifth-grader...and he’s been making music and 
DJ’ing for 30 years!
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

1. Arts/Humanities (Continued):

Michigan Radio News: Young Adults with Autism Gain Job Skills with Training in the Movie Business
Broadcast on 2014-05-29 at 6:35AM and 8:35AM; Duration 04:27.  The �great wave� of autistic kids is growing up.  
That�s what experts call this generation, because more than 80 percent of people diagnosed with full spectrum 
autism are under 21. 



But they will soon become adults. One new job training program in Michigan is giving young, autistic people job 
skills...by training them in the movie business. 



Michigan Radio�s Kate Wells reports from the set.

Stateside: Michigan’s Film Incentive Program for Fiscal Year 2015
Broadcast on 2014-06-24 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  Among the many questions Michigan 
lawmakers considered as they hammered out the budget for the new fiscal year: how much should be put toward 
Michigan’s film incentive program?



The state USED to have one of the most generous film incentive programs in the country. 



But that ended when Rick Snyder became governor...and, as promised, he cut way back on the film incentives.



For the 2015 budget proposal, Governor Snyder allocated 25-million dollars...a FRACTION of the more than 
52-BILLION he planned for the entire state budget.



There was some give-and-take with the Legislature.. and, in the end, the film incentive program got 50-million 
dollars for fiscal year 2015.... signed into law this morning by Snyder.



We’re joined by the director of the Michigan Film Office...Margaret O’Riley, welcome back to Stateside.

2. Children’s Issues:

State of Opportunity: The National Report from the Annie E. Casey Foundation - One Surprising Finding About Michigan’s Kids
Broadcast on 2014-04-02 at 6:35AM, 8:35AM and 5:45PM; Duration 03:55.  Our State of Opportunity team looks 
at many statistics and reports about child well-being in Michigan. 



This week, the Annie E. Casey Foundation released a national report that caught our eye. 



There was one surprising finding about Michigan�s kids. 



Dustin Dwyer has the story.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

2. Children’s Issues (Continued):

Stateside: Troubling Findings of Inequality for Michigan Children in Newly-released Report
Broadcast on 2014-04-01 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  A newly-released report is breaking new 
ground in the study of inequality among our children.



The report is from the Annie E. Casey Foundation for Kids Count. It’s entitled Race for Results: building a path to 
opportunity for all children.



And, for the first time, it creates an index that looks at conditions for children by race.

My next guest believes it contains troubling findings for Michigan children...and the need for a major call to action.



Jane Zehnder-Merrell is Project Director of Kids Count in Michigan....with the Michigan League for Public Policy.



Good to have you back on Stateside!

Stateside: The Share Art Project - Bringing Artists Together With Young Offenders in Flint
Broadcast on 2014-04-10 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  How do we really get through to kids who are 
headed down the path to trouble?



There is a group of artists in the Flint area who believe the answer is spoken word...and visual art.



The Share Art Project has been bringing artists together with young offenders.



It’s a collaborative effort among artists at the Buckham Gallery and the Genesee Valley Regional Center..working 
with young offenders.



Shelley Spivack is a Buckham board member who chairs the program� good to have you with us ,Shelley!

State of Opportunity: The Affordable Care Act Enables Young People who Grew Up in Foster Care to Receive a Medicaid Extension
Broadcast on 2014-04-23 at 6:35AM, 8:35AM and 5:45PM; Duration 04:11.  For kids growing up in foster care, it 
used to be true that the day they aged out of the system was also the day they lost their health insurance. The 
Affordable Care Act changed that. Now, these young people, about 800 across the state each year, can get a 
Medicaid extension until they are 26. 



State of Opportunity�s Sarah Alvarez tells us these young people often have no idea they�re eligible for this 
insurance. If they do know, signing up hasn�t necessarily been easy.

State of Opportunity: Call-in Show on Michigan’s Approach to Helping Kids from Low Income Families and the Role of Schools
Broadcast on 2014-04-17 at 3:00PM; and on 2014-04-29 at 10:00PM; Duration 53:00.  With 1 in 4 Michigan kids 
living in poverty, more pressure is being put on schools to shift the needle for those kids.



But are we asking schools to do too much? If education is their primary mission...where does everything else at risk 
kids need fit in?



This hour we’ll look at models that are working for kids...we’ll examine Michigan’s approach to helping kids from 
low income families...and we’ll look at what happens when we default to schools as being the places that have all 
the answers.



All that’s ahead, this hour, on State of Opportunity from Michigan Radio.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

2. Children’s Issues (Continued):

State of Opportunity: Teen Court
Broadcast on 2014-06-04 at 6:35AM and 8:35AM; Duration 04:25.  When a teen commits a crime, it goes on their 
permanent record...which can lead to all kinds of disadvantages down the road. When they go to apply for a job, for 
example, they�ll have to admit they broke the law. But a diversion program gives some first-time offenders a way to 
admit their guilt and keep their record clean at the same time. With our State of Opportunity project, Michigan 
Radio�s Jennifer Guerra reports:

Stateside: Teen Unemployment Rate - Summer of 2014
Broadcast on 2014-06-12 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  As school ends and summer begins, the 
challenge in many Michigan households is teens trying to find a summer job.



The unemployment rate for teens is expected to hit 26.5 percent this summer...somewhat better than last year’s level.



It certainly matters to parents who aren’t thrilled about a 17 year old sitting around all summer playing X-Box. 
But...how much does it matter to Michigan’s economy AND to the teens?



Charles Ballard is an economist with Michigan State University.



How does that 26.5% compare to teen unemployment in Michigan, let’s say over the past 10 years Charlie?

3. Civil Rights/Race:

Stateside: Former Republican State Representative Admits Being on the "Wrong Side of History" when he Opposed Same-sex Marriage
Broadcast on 2014-04-08 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  It is never too late to offer a public "mea culpa" 
for taking a political action that you later believe was a serious mistake.



That’s the idea behind a recent entry on the blog Republicus.



Former Republican State Representative Chris Ward wrote the post, declaring that he’d been on the "wrong side of 
history" when he opposed same-sex marriage during his time in Lansing.



Chris Ward joins us now...WELCOME TO THE PROGRAM CHRIS.

Michigan Radio News: The ACLU Sues the State of Michigan to Recognize the Marriages of About 300 Same-sex Couples
Broadcast on 2014-04-14 at 5:45PM; and on 2014-04-15 at 6:35AM and 8:35AM; Duration 03:31.  The A-C-L-U of 
Michigan is suing the state to force it to recognize the marriages of about 300 same-sex couples who got married last 
month. 



Michigan Public Radio�s Jake Neher caught up with one of the eight couples named as plaintiffs in that lawsuit� and 
their 13 children.

Stateside: Employment Discrimination Against LGBT Workers
Broadcast on 2014-04-30 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  Stop employment discrimination against gays. 
THAT is the challenge coming from the Business Leaders for Michigan. As part of its 2014 Michigan Turnaround 
Plan, the group is challenging Michigan leaders to pass an anti-discrimination law that includes protections for 
LGBT workers....something the state’s current Elliott-Larsen Civil  Rights Act does NOT provide.



We’re joined by the President and CEO of the Business Leaders for Michigan. Doug Rothwell, welcome to 
Stateside.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

4. Crime/Safety:

Stateside: Proposed Legislation for a Roadside Saliva Test for Marijuana Impairment
Broadcast on 2014-05-07 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  There’s a package of bills before state 
lawmakers that could make Michigan the very first state to adopt a roadside test that would tell police whether a 
driver is under the influence...of marijuana.



Current law allows police to test the blood, breath and urine of drivers pulled over for erratic driving.



The proposed legislation now being debated would add a roadside saliva test that could tell police if a driver is 
impaired by pot.



State Representative Dan Lauwers sponsored the legislation...he’s a Republican from Brockway Township, near 
Port Huron.

Welcome!

State of Opportunity: Teen Court
Broadcast on 2014-06-04 at 6:35AM and 8:35AM; Duration 04:25.  When a teen commits a crime, it goes on their 
permanent record...which can lead to all kinds of disadvantages down the road. When they go to apply for a job, for 
example, they�ll have to admit they broke the law. But a diversion program gives some first-time offenders a way to 
admit their guilt and keep their record clean at the same time. With our State of Opportunity project, Michigan 
Radio�s Jennifer Guerra reports:

5. Economy:

Michigan Radio News: Increasing the Minimum Wage in Michigan
Broadcast on 2014-04-29 at 6:15PM; Duration: 04:54.  Michigan voters could see a question about increasing the 
minimum wage on the ballot this year. A petition drive is under way to collect enough signatures. But now, one 
Republican lawmaker has introduced a bill to increase the minimum wage. Senator Rick Jones, joins us now from 
the Senate floor. Senator, welcome to the program.

Stateside: Michigan’s New Crowdfunding Law called the Michigan Invests Locally Exemption ("MILE")
Broadcast on 2014-04-29 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  There’s no arguing the fact that startups are a 
key to a thriving economy. Between 1980 and 2005 nearly ALL net job creation in the US came from companies 
less than five years old.



But what does that start-up need before it gets up and running, creating jobs, selling product, paying taxes? It needs 
capital. 

And getting that initial dose of money can be a tough challenge for a small business.



That’s one reason there’s growing excitement over Michigan’s new crowdfunding law.... called the Michigan 
Invests Locally Exemption....or "MILE"



Sandra Cochrane is a consultant with the Michigan Small Business Development Center.



Good to have you on the program Sandra.



Quarterly Issues/Programs List for Station WFUM Period: April 1 - June 30, 2014
Placed in the Public File July 3, 2014 WFUM, Flint, Michigan Michigan Radio - Page 7

Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

5. Economy (Continued):

Stateside: Employment Discrimination Against LGBT Workers
Broadcast on 2014-04-30 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  Stop employment discrimination against gays. 
THAT is the challenge coming from the Business Leaders for Michigan. As part of its 2014 Michigan Turnaround 
Plan, the group is challenging Michigan leaders to pass an anti-discrimination law that includes protections for 
LGBT workers....something the state’s current Elliott-Larsen Civil  Rights Act does NOT provide.



We’re joined by the President and CEO of the Business Leaders for Michigan. Doug Rothwell, welcome to 
Stateside.

Stateside: Attracting More Immigrants to Michigan with the EB-5
Broadcast on 2014-05-08 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  It’s called the EB-5. It’s a federal visa program 
that offers a conditional green card to foreign nationals who invest one-million dollars in a qualified project in the 
US...or invest half a million in depressed urban or rural areas.



And EB-5 is the cornerstone of Governor Snyder’s strategy to attract more immigrants to Michigan. In fact, 
Michigan will be only the second state in the country to open a statewide center to attract immigrant investment and 
offer a possible path to citizenship.



The first state to open this type of center was Vermont.



Brent Raymond is the Director of that state’s EB-5 Reginal Center. Welcome Brent.

Stateside: Results of the EPIC-MRA Poll About Money Going From Lansing to Detroit
Broadcast on 2014-05-13 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  New polling out just this morning sheds some 
light into how folks who live OUTSIDE of Detroit feel about this possible settlement... money going from Lansing 
to Detroit.



As part of the Detroit Journalism Cooperative, Michigan Radio�s Lester Graham and Sarah Cwiek have been 
pouring over the results of our EPIC-MRA poll�



And, Lester, the first question that was asked� was something along the lines of: "Would you be in favor of the state 
giving Detroit $350 million dollars to provide assistance for the financial recovery of the city". What did you find?

Stateside: Senate Bill 934, Introduced by Senate Leader Randy Richardville to Raise Michigan’s Minimum Wage
Broadcast on 2014-05-15 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  But first: raising the minimum wage in 
Michigan is on the front-burner.



The group Raise Michigan is gathering signatures for a November ballot proposal. It would let voters decide 
whether or not to raise the state’s minimum wage to 10-10 an hour by 20-17... and index it to inflation after that.



But� Republican state Senate Majority Leader Randy Richardville has now introduced a bill that would raise the 
state’s minimum wage.



That bill - Senate Bill 934 - would ALSO repeal the existing minimum wage law. That, in turn, would negate the 
ongoing petition drive, because that ballot proposal is about existing law.



Senate Leader Richardville joins us now� and Senator, why do you believe your bill is the right approach?
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

5. Economy (Continued):

Stateside: Bill to Raise Minimum Wage on way to State House
Broadcast on 2014-05-19 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  A bill to raise Michigan’s minimum wage from 
7-40 an hour to 9-20 an hour by 2017 is now on its way to the State House.The bill would raise the minimum wage 
for tipped workers from 2-65 to 3-50 an hour.



The bill cleared the State Senate late last week by a vote of 24-14. 



The bill is an attempt by Republicans to kill a petition drive that would raise the minimum wage even higher...to 
10-10 an hour, even for tipped workers.



That petition drive is being led by the group Raise Michigan. Danielle Atkinson - with Raise Michigan - welcome!

Stateside: Should the Michigan Democratic Party be Looking for a new Ally?
Broadcast on 2014-05-19 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  Should the Democratic Party in Michigan be 
looking for a new ally?



One that is traditionally seen as having closer ties with the GOP?



M-Live columnist Rick Haglund thinks the answer is YES. 



He thinks Democrats in Michigan would be wise to join forces with big business.



And, Mark Brewer � former Chair of the Michigan Democratic Party � agrees. 



Mark, Rick� good to have you both with us.

Stateside: Michigan’s two Teacher Unions Have Felt the Impact of Right To Work
Broadcast on 2014-05-20 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  Michigan is now into Year Two of Right To 
Work.



The law took effect in March of 2013, making Michigan the 24th state where workers do not have to join a union as 
a condition of employment.



Many unions have yet to feel the impact of Right To Work, because they were already under contracts...or were able 
to sign new agreements or extend their existing ones before the law went into effect.



But Michigan’s two teacher unions HAVE certainly felt the impact of Right To Work.



Doug Pratt is the Director of Member and Political Engagement for the Michigan Education Association.



Thanks so much for talking with us today!
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

5. Economy (Continued):

State of Opportunity: Tipped Workers in Michigan Receive Lowest Minimum Wage
Broadcast on 2014-05-28 at 6:35AM and 8:35AM; Duration 03:40.  The lowest minimum wage in Michigan is for 
tipped workers. 



While the state minimum wage will go up to 8-15 an hour starting in September, tipped workers will only get a raise 
to 3 dollars and 51 cents an hour. 



Most tipped workers are women. 



State of Opportunity reporter Sarah Alvarez recently took the project’s Story Booth to a gathering of women talking 
about economic security.

Jack Lessenberry: What’s Going on in State Politics (4)
Broadcast on 2014-05-28 at 7:51AM; Duration: 07:09.  Governor Rick Snyder signed a bill yesterday to raise the 
minimum wage to 9.25 an hour by 2018. It would then RISE with inflation. The bill would also set the minimum 
wage for tipped workers at nearly 40 percent of the regular minimum wage. 



Organizers of a petition drive to raise the wage to 10-10 an hour say this won’t stop them... they’ll turn in petition 
signatures today.  Can the petition drive make any impact now that the minimum wage has been raised?

Stateside: New Report Says Tax Cuts Have Drained Michigan of Economic Life
Broadcast on 2014-06-02 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  Michigan has been cutting taxes for the past 20 
years. The key selling point has been that slashing taxes will create economic prosperity.



A new report by the former head of the state Treasury Department’s Office of Revenue and Tax Analysis, Douglas 
Drake, says these tax cuts have instead drained Michigan of economic life...with our per capita income rank 
tumbling....and our unemployment rate way above the national average.



Charles Ballard is an economist from Michigan State University...welcome back to Stateside Charlie.

Stateside: Michigan Creates a State EB-5 Program
Broadcast on 2014-06-02 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  It’s called the EB-5 program. It’s based on the 
employment-based 5th preference visa program...which allows foreign investors and their families to get their green 
cards...get permanent residency...by investing in an enterprise that creates at least ten direct or indirect jobs in 
Michigan.



Private companies have been using the EB-5 program to bring immigrants into the country.



But Michigan has become only the second state---after Vermont---to create a STATE EB-5 program.



It will be staffed by the Michigan State Housing Development Authority.



Scott Woosley is the MSHDA Executive Director... Scott, Governor Snyder likes to declare that he’s the most 
immigrant-friendly governor in the nation. How does the EB-5 Center support that?
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

5. Economy (Continued):

Stateside: Is the United Auto Workers Union (UAW) Relevant Today?
Broadcast on 2014-06-03 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  The United Auto Workers Union is holding its 
Constitutional Convention in Detroit. Delegates are expected to vote as early as today on a controversial dues hike...



At the same time, there are voices asking the question, "Is the UAW dead?"



Once the UAW boasted a formidable membership of one-point-six million members. That was in the 1970s. Today, 
the union has fewer than 390-thousand members.



Earlier this year, the union poured much effort into organizing workers at the Volkswagen plant in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee. But more than 53 percent of those workers said, "No thanks". It was a gut-blow to the union, which first 
announced it would challenge the vote...and then quietly withdrew the challenge, essentially laying down its arms 
and withdrawing from the field of battle.



So we wondered: should the question be...does it even matter if the UAW is dead or not? 



Jack Lessenberry is Michigan Radio’s political analyst... and from Wayne State University, Professor Marick 
Masters joins us.  He’s Director of Labor@Wayne. 



Marick, IS the UAW relevant today?

Michigan Radio News: Migrating to Michigan - The Federal Program called EB-5
Broadcast on 2014-06-09 at 6:35AM, 8:35AM and 5:45PM; Duration 03:59.  Governor Rick Snyder wants to attract 
more immigrants to Michigan. 



That effort recently led his administration to open a statewide visa center.



It�s part of a federal program, called EB-5, which gives out visas to non-US citizens who invest in local projects.

	

As part of an occasional series we�re calling �Migrating to Michigan,� Michigan Public Radio�s Jake Neher explains 
not everyone sees the program as a good deal for the state.

Stateside: Awarding More Than 65 Million Dollars to Michigan Businesses Using a Process Called "Delegated Authority"
Broadcast on 2014-06-11 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  But first... one state lawmaker says it’s "like 
controlling very large purse strings with very little accountability."



Since 2011, more than 65-million-dollars in state money have been awarded to businesses all around Michigan, all 
on the signatures of just two individuals.



Is this a worrisome lack of transparency? Or a good effort by the Michigan Economic Development Corporation to 
be nimble, to be able to get state incentives into the hands of businesses to help them grow and strengthen 
Michigan’s economy?



Chris Gautz reported on this for Crain’s Detroit Business.



Chris, how does this process that’s called "delegated authority" work?
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

5. Economy (Continued):

Stateside: New Study Examines the Policies, Priorities, and Economies of Michigan and Minnesota
Broadcast on 2014-06-23 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  As Michigan keeps trying to climb back out of 
the huge hole that was the Great Recession, a new report suggests we might want to take a closer look at one of our 
Great Lakes neighbors: Minnesota.



A new study done for the nonpartisan think tank Michigan Future examines the policies, priorities and economies of 
Michigan and Minnesota.



Since Minnesota has the best economy in the Great Lakes, it’s worth trying to figure out what they’re doing 
right...and what Michigan might learn from that.



Business writer Rick Haglund authored the report. Rick, welcome back.

Stateside: How Will Aging Baby Boomers Reshape the Cities of America?
Broadcast on 2014-06-25 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  As we watch the Baby Boomers swell the ranks 
of America�s senior citizens, the question becomes, are cities and towns preparing for them?



How WILL aging Boomers reshape the cities of America?

What can cities do to look ahead and plan for what these seniors will need? To be welcoming to an aging 
population?



We�re joined by Bradley Winick...founder of the Planning/Aging consulting firm...and he’s an adjunct professor of 
Urban Planning at the University of Illinois at Chicago...thanks for speaking with us today!

6. Education:

John U. Bacon Commentary: The National Labor Relations Board Grants the Northwestern University Football Players the Right to Unionize
Broadcast on 2014-04-04 at 8:50AM; Duration: 04:29.  Last week, in a surprising decision, the National Labor 
Relations Board granted the Northwestern University football players the right to unionize, if they want.



Michigan Radio sports commentator John U Bacon tells us what it means, what it doesn�t, and what the future might 
look like.

Jack Lessenberry: What’s Going on in State Politics
Broadcast on 2014-04-09 at 7:50AM; Duration: 03:50.  It’s Wednesday, the morning we speak with  Michigan 
Radio’s Political Analyst Jack Lessenberry about what’s going on in state politics.



A report by the Education Trust-Midwest says Michigan isn�t doing so hot when it comes to education when 
compared to other states. Where do you think some of that conclusion stems from?
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

6. Education (Continued):

Stateside: Michigan’s Schools are Still Mired in an "Education Recession"
Broadcast on 2014-04-03 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  Michigan’s economy may be pulling itself up 
and out of the Great Recession.



But our schools are still mired in an "education recession"...and all of our children are paying the price.



That’s the finding of the newest State of Michigan Education Report from The Education Trust-Midwest.



It’s an eye-opening exercise to see how our state’s schools and student performance compares to two states that are 
powering ahead in the national assessment: Massachusetts and Tennessee.



What lessons can Michigan learn from those two states? 



We’re joined now by the co-author of the new education report.

Amber Arellano of The Education Trust-Midwest, thanks for being with us.

Stateside: Virtual Learning for K-12 Students
Broadcast on 2014-04-15 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  Online learning. Make no mistake about it: It is 
here� and it is growing.



The number of students taking online courses has grown 52 percent in the past three years.



Now a new report from the Michigan Virtual University looks at virtual learning for K-12 students: who�s taking 
online classes, what kinds of classes� and how effective the classes are.  And, the results are mixed.



Jamey Fitzpatrick is President and CEO of Michigan Virtual University Welcome!

State of Opportunity: Call-in Show on Michigan’s Approach to Helping Kids from Low Income Families and the Role of Schools
Broadcast on 2014-04-17 at 3:00PM; and on 2014-04-29 at 10:00PM; Duration 53:00.  With 1 in 4 Michigan kids 
living in poverty, more pressure is being put on schools to shift the needle for those kids.



But are we asking schools to do too much? If education is their primary mission...where does everything else at risk 
kids need fit in?



This hour we’ll look at models that are working for kids...we’ll examine Michigan’s approach to helping kids from 
low income families...and we’ll look at what happens when we default to schools as being the places that have all 
the answers.



All that’s ahead, this hour, on State of Opportunity from Michigan Radio.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

6. Education (Continued):

Stateside: Update on Testing in Michigan Schools
Broadcast on 2014-04-28 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  Three years have passed since the state 
Legislature agreed to come up with a way to test Michigan students.



In 2011, state lawmakers passed...and Governor Rick Snyder signed...a measure that was designed to toughen up 
Michigan’s teacher evaluation system.



But, just how do you measure a teacher’s effectiveness?



One way: determine how much a student has learned during the school year through academic testing.



But--three years out---believe it or not, the Legislature hasn’t managed to agree on HOW those evaluations should 
be conducted...or, even which test should be used to measure student growth!!



And, left twisting in the wind, are school administrators, principals and teachers who are wondering WHICH 
standardized test they’re supposed to start giving this fall!!!



So, let’s turn to Brian Smith...statewide education reporter for MLive. Thanks for talking with us today, Brian!

Michigan Radio News: State-wide Teacher Evaluation System
Broadcast on 2014-05-09 at 5:45PM; Duration: 04:21.  A state wide teacher evaluation system is finally seeing some 
movement in the legislature. The plan would rate teachers and administrators based on student growth on 
standardized tests and in-class observations. If teachers and administrators are found to be ineffective for three year 
in a row, they would be fired. Joining us now is chair of the House Education Committee, Representative Lisa 
Lyons� Representative, welcome to the program.

Stateside: Problem with our Medical Education System - too Many Specialists, not Enough Primary Care Physicians
Broadcast on 2014-05-07 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  A basic tenet of the Affordable Care Act is 
preventive care: get people into the health care system before disease or disability sets in.



But that’s highlighting a problem with our medical education system: med schools are turning out too many 
specialists and not enough primary care physicians.



Dr William Strampel is Dean of the College of Osteopathic Medicine at Michigan State University.



Dr. Strampel, so good to have you with us.

Jack Lessenberry: What’s Going on in State Politics (6)
Broadcast on 2014-06-25 at 7:51AM; Duration: 07:19.  It’s Wednesday, the morning we speak with Michigan 
Radio’s Political Analyst Jack Lessenberry about what’s going on in state politics.



The topic of Charter Schools is making headlines this week. Talk about some of these discussions.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

6. Education (Continued):

Stateside: The MEAP Exam will Stay in Place for Another Year
Broadcast on 2014-06-16 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  One of the many decisions made by state 
lawmakers during their budget actions last week was to keep the MEAP in place for another year.



The more-than-40-year-old MEAP exam stays put even though Michigan adopted the Common Core State 
Standards in 2010. And the state’s education department has been working for the past three years to bring in the 
new testing that is aligned to the Common Core...that new test is called the Smarter Balanced Assessment.



MLive’s Brian Smith has been reporting on the Common Core and Smarter Balanced Vs MEAP tussle.



Brian, State Superintendent Mike Flanagan stated clearly in April....the MEAP was, in his words, "NOT AN 
OPTION."



What happened last week during the budget process in the House?

7. Environment:

The Environment Report: A Bacterium Called Zequanox Kills Zebra and Quagga Mussels
Broadcast on 2014-04-01 at 8:51AM and 5:45PM; Duration 04:04.  A treatment that kills zebra and quagga mussels 
could soon be available for use in lakes and rivers.



It�s very effective and safe.



But it is not likely to undue much of the ecological damage done to Michigan waters by invasive mussels.



It could be good news, though, if you�re a clam.



Peter Payette reports.

The Environment Report: Money for LUST Cleanup
Broadcast on 2014-04-10 at 8:51AM and 5:45PM; Duration 04:05.  Every time you fill up your car, you pay about a 
penny per gallon into a fund.  That money is supposed to go to clean up pollution from old underground storage 
tanks.  But the money isn�t always used that way. We�ll hear about a new bill that would restore the money to its 
original purpose� on the next Environment Report.

Stateside: Assessing Michigan Fruit Crops After the 2013-14 Winter
Broadcast on 2014-04-09 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  With winter FINALLY behind us - hopefully! - 
fruit farmers all over Michigan are getting an idea of what the snow, ice and cold has done to orchards, vineyards 
and fields.



Knowing that the early spring warm-up of 2012 was devastating to most of Michigan’s fruit-growers, we wondered 
if the rough winter has them just as worried now as they were two years ago.



We’re joined now by Ken Nye of the Michigan Farm Bureau. Good to have you with us Ken!
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

7. Environment (Continued):

Stateside: Car Fuel Emissions and Economy
Broadcast on 2014-04-10 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  There is an encouraging report just out from 
the University of Michigan’s Transportation Research Institute about fuel economy.



The average fuel economy of new US light vehicles sold in March rose to 25-point-four miles per gallon. That’s the 
highest since the researchers began tracking this data in October 2007. 



That got us wondering how we’re faring in the quest to squeeze out better mileage from our cars and trucks...and in 
the quest to create electric, hybrid, natural gas and fuel cell vehicles and technologies.



We’re joined by Charles Griffith. He’s the Climate and Energy Program Director at the Ecology Center in Ann 
Arbor. 



Charles, when we look back to October 2007 and realize average fuel economy of new vehicles is now up 
5-point-three mpg, is this something to celebrate?

State of Opportunity: Lead Pollution Causes Poisoning of Thousands of Michigan Children Every Day
Broadcast on 2014-04-23 at 5:41AM and 7:21AM; Duration 14:08.  There�s one kind of pollution that researchers 
believe robs kids of their future like no other. Scientists have found evidence it diminishes their intelligence, 
distracts them from concentration needed for school, causes behavioral problems, even increases the likelihood 
they�ll end up in prison. 



This toxin�s damage is known. We even know how to protect children from being exposed to it. Yet tens of 
thousands of Michigan children are poisoned by lead every day. 



TAG: This story comes from the State of Opportunity documentary �Growing Up in Poverty and Pollution� which 
airs on Michigan Radio tomorrow (Thursday) at 3 p.m. and again at 10.

State of Opportunity: Documentary - Growing up in Poverty and Pollution
Broadcast on 2014-04-24 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 53:00.  In Michigan, thousands of kids suffer with 
diseases that are worsened by poverty and pollution. It’s a combination that’s costing society far more than most 
people know.



What issues do health experts think are causing these problems? Why haven’t policy-makers come up with the 
money to fix these problems? What is the price of allowing these problems (to) go ignored? We’ll answer these 
questions in this hour long documentary, Growing Up in Poverty and Pollution.

Stateside: Governor Snyder Rolls Out a New Statewide Recycling Plan
Broadcast on 2014-04-14 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  But first...Governor Snyder rolled out a new 
statewide recycling plan today... in hopes of increasing recycling in the state.



Right now, Michigan recycles about 15 percent of all reusable materials. That’s WAY below the national average of 
35 percent. And Michigan is seventh among the eight Great Lakes states in its recycling performance.



What are we losing by throwing out all that glass, plastic, metal and paper? And what’s in the Governor’s plan to get 
us to recycle these materials?



We are joined by KEER-in O’Brien...executive director of the Michigan Recycling Coalition. Welcome!
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

7. Environment (Continued):

The Environment Report: The Emerald Ash Borer - What Researchers Have Learned
Broadcast on 2014-05-13 at 8:51AM and 5:45PM; Duration 04:04.  A little green beetle is responsible for killing 
tens of millions of ash trees in Michigan. We’ll talk with a researcher about what they’ve learned about the emerald 
ash borer in the years since the invasion.  Trying to keep the next big pest out� on the next Environment Report.�

The Environment Report: Honeybee Losses
Broadcast on 2014-05-22 at 8:51AM and 5:45PM; Duration 04:04.  Beekeepers have been losing a lot of their honey 
bees each winter. Experts think there are a number of reasons why. We�ll hear about the latest numbers on bee 
losses�On the next Environment Report.

Stateside: Michigan Radio’s Why-I-Stay Project
Broadcast on 2014-05-22 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  Bad roads. The Rust-belt. Largest City in 
bankruptcy. 



Those are some of the more negative visions of Michigan.



And, a recent Gallup Poll showed that only 28 percent of Michiganders said Michigan was the best or one of the 
best possible states to live in.



But YOU�RE still here. Why? 



That�s the question Michigan Radio is asking as part of our Why-I-stay project.



Michigan Radio’s Mark Brush is running the project...



Hi Mark - welcome!!

The Environment Report: Cutting Carbon Emissions - What the Proposed Regulations Could Mean for Michigan
Broadcast on 2014-06-03 at 8:51AM; Duration: 04:05.  The Obama Administration has released a plan to cut carbon 
emissions from power plants.  We’ll hear what the proposed regulations could mean for Michigan�on the next 
Environment Report.

Stateside: What Local Leaders in Michigan Think About the Prospect of Frackinig
Broadcast on 2014-06-05 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  Hydraulic fracturing... fracking... is an issue 
that will certainly make its way into the 2014 election season. 



In Michigan, only a handful of communities report some sort of fracking operations... that’s the process of extracting 
natural gas through high-volume hydraulic fracking...along with the horizontal drilling of shale deposits.



In it’s newest report, the University of Michigan’s Center for Local, State and Urban Policy... CLOS-UP... takes a 
look at what local leaders in Michigan think about the prospect of fracking.



Program director Tom Ivacko has the results. Hi Tom!

The Environment Report: Arsenic Series (Part One)
Broadcast on 2014-06-30 at 8:50AM; Duration: 04:17.  We begin our special five-part series, called Michigan’s 
Silent Poison. We’ll hear about one family’s quest to find out what was making them sick, on the next Environment 
Report.

The Environment Report: Recycling Batteries
Broadcast on 2014-06-26 at 8:51AM; Duration: 04:02.  On the next on the Environment Report, we’ll look at 
battery recycling. Once that AA alkaline battery runs out of juice, what are you supposed to do with it? We’ll find 
out why recycling these batteries is not as easy as you think.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

7. Environment (Continued):

Stateside: What Weather Might we Expect This Summer?
Broadcast on 2014-06-18 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  As summer makes its official entrance this 
coming Saturday morning ((the 21st)), we got to wondering what kind of weather we might expect through the 
season. 



Will we be switching on fans and air conditioners? Or grabbing a sweatshirt or jacket?



For the answer, we turn to MLive and farmerweather-dot-com meteorologist Mark Torregrossa.



And Mark, before we look ahead through the summer, we had some, shall we say, �interesting� weather overnight 
and this morning in much of Michigan. What brought in all that thunder, lightening and rain?

Stateside: The United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Recent Report on the State of the World’s Climate
Broadcast on 2014-06-18 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  The United Nations Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change periodically issues reports on the state of the world’s climate.



And the most recent report from the IPCC is sobering. It states clearly that nobody on this planet will be untouched 
by the impacts of climate change.



We’re joined now by one of the contributors to the IPCC report. He shares the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize for his work 
as an investigator and contributing author with the IPCC...he is an emeritus professor of Geophysics at the 
University of Michigan...



Henry Pollack, welcome to Stateside!

8. Government:

Stateside: Healthy Michigan - Michigan’s Expanded Medicaid Program
Broadcast on 2014-04-01 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  The Affordable Care Act shop door now has a 
"closed" sign on it, for the most part.



The open enrollment deadline passed at midnight.



And now, attention in Michigan swings over to Healthy Michigan.



That’s the official name for Michigan’s expanded Medicaid program. It allows the state to bring more low-income 
residents into the Medicaid fold using funding available through the Affordable Care Act.



And Michigan’s Medicaid expansion is something other states are watching...because of a couple of important new 
twists to the program.



MLive Capitol reporter Jonathon Oosting joins us now. Hi Jonathon!
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

8. Government (Continued):

Stateside: Fixing Michigan’s Roads and how to pay for it
Broadcast on 2014-04-07 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  As the snow and ice have melted, Michigan has 
come up with a bumper crop of potholes and crumbling roads...roads that were already badly in need of repair.



And THAT has turned everyone’s attention to fixing the roads and how to pay for it.



State House Republicans are proposing an annual half billion dollar solution.



Here’s one reaction to the plan. It’s from Rich Studley, the president of the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, which 
has been pushing for more road revenue. He says a solution is LONG overdue:

Stateside: Raising the Federal Minimum Wage and Closing the pay gap Between men and Women
Broadcast on 2014-04-09 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  Raising the federal minimum wage from $7.25 
an hour to $10.10 an hour...and closing the pay gap between men and women; those are key parts of the 2014 
midterm election campaign for Democrats.



President Obama’s trip to Ann Arbor last week focused on the minimum wage issue. And he had this to say at the 
National Equal Pay Day event at the White House yesterday:

Stateside: The Pew Charitable Trusts’ Latest Elections Performance Index
Broadcast on 2014-04-09 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  The Pew Charitable Trusts’ latest Elections 
Performance Index looked at all 50 states and the District of Columbia to measure how well they conducted their 
elections.



Let’s see how Michigan fared as we welcome Sean Greene, Research Manager for The Pew Charitable Trusts. Good 
to have you with us Sean.

Stateside: Funding Michigan Schools - It’s Time to Overhaul Proposal A
Broadcast on 2014-04-30 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  The way Michigan schools are funded is 
complex. And, emotionally charged.



Proposal A was passed in 1994: a then-new system for funding schools. Prop A stopped the use of LOCAL property 
taxes as a source of school funding. Instead, it created a new state education tax... and boosted the state sales tax 
from 4-to-6 cents on the dollar... with the extra two cents going to the school aid fund.



Here we are, 20 years later... And, one thing many Michiganders agree on: it’s time to overhaul Proposal A. 



But there are MANY views on how to do that.



Chastity Pratt Dawsey reports for Bridge Magazine.



This week, Bridge is featuring a series of reports by her... looking at how we fund schools in Michigan.



Chastity, welcome to Stateside.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

8. Government (Continued):

Stateside: State Budget Disputes
Broadcast on 2014-05-06 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  But first... State lawmakers are waist-deep in 
the big budget!

Their mission: to iron out differences in what the Governor wants...and the House and the Senate are willing to give.



And it’s looking like many differing views adds up to lots of haggling, lots of need for compromise...and has one 
State Senator quoting Mr T as Clubber Lang in Rocky 3:

Stateside: The Center for Michigan Releases "Michigan Speaks: The Citizen’s Agenda for the 2014 Election"
Broadcast on 2014-05-06 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  Education. Poverty. Our economy. Our quality 
of life.



There are plenty of issues on the minds of Michigan voters as we look to the November elections.



The Center for Michigan has been listening to what voters are saying. The result is the Michigan Speaks: The 
Citizen’s Agenda for the 2014 election.



It’s being released today.



Here to tell us what Michigan voters are thinking about, worrying about, and hoping for is Phil Power... He’s the 
Founder of the Center for Michigan....So good to have you with us.

Michigan Watch: Michigan Voters Outside of Detroit Approve Using State Money to Support the "Grand Bargain"
Broadcast on 2014-05-13 at 6:35AM, 8:35AM and 6:15PM; Duration 04:16.  A new poll shows Michigan voters 
outside of Detroit approve using state money to support the so-called �Grand Bargain� to bolster City of Detroit 
retirees� pensions and protect the Detroit Institute of Art�s collection. Lester Graham with Michigan Watch reports.

Stateside: Flint Mayor Concerned About Proposed $55 Million Dollar City Budget
Broadcast on 2014-05-12 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  Flint’s state-appointed emergency manager is 
proposing a $55 million dollar budget that would cut 36 police officer positions and 19 firefighter jobs.



Darnell Earley’s two-year budget plan also includes higher fees for property owners for street lighting, garbage 
pickup and water and sewer service.



Dayne Walling - the mayor of Flint - has some concerns.



Mayor, you and I have talked a number of times on Stateside about Flint’s troubles and its needs. 



And you have ALWAYS been clear that, if anything, your city needs MORE police officers and firefighters �

Stateside: Results of the EPIC-MRA Poll About Money Going From Lansing to Detroit
Broadcast on 2014-05-13 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  New polling out just this morning sheds some 
light into how folks who live OUTSIDE of Detroit feel about this possible settlement... money going from Lansing 
to Detroit.



As part of the Detroit Journalism Cooperative, Michigan Radio�s Lester Graham and Sarah Cwiek have been 
pouring over the results of our EPIC-MRA poll�



And, Lester, the first question that was asked� was something along the lines of: "Would you be in favor of the state 
giving Detroit $350 million dollars to provide assistance for the financial recovery of the city". What did you find?
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

8. Government (Continued):

Stateside: Senate Bill 934, Introduced by Senate Leader Randy Richardville to Raise Michigan’s Minimum Wage
Broadcast on 2014-05-15 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  But first: raising the minimum wage in 
Michigan is on the front-burner.



The group Raise Michigan is gathering signatures for a November ballot proposal. It would let voters decide 
whether or not to raise the state’s minimum wage to 10-10 an hour by 20-17... and index it to inflation after that.



But� Republican state Senate Majority Leader Randy Richardville has now introduced a bill that would raise the 
state’s minimum wage.



That bill - Senate Bill 934 - would ALSO repeal the existing minimum wage law. That, in turn, would negate the 
ongoing petition drive, because that ballot proposal is about existing law.



Senate Leader Richardville joins us now� and Senator, why do you believe your bill is the right approach?

Stateside: Marine-veteran, Amir Hekmati from Flint, has Been Held in an Iranian Prison for 1000 Days
Broadcast on 2014-05-19 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  Today is the one-thousandth day that a 
Marine-veteran from Flint has been held in an Iranian prison.



Amir Hekmati was arrested in August 2011 while visiting his grandmother and other relatives in Iran. He was 
charged with espionage. His initial death sentence was overturned by the Iranian Supreme Court, but now there are 
reports that Hekmati was secretly retried last December...convicted of � quote - "partial collaboration with the 
American government" � and sentenced to 10 years in prison.



Congressman Dan Kildee represents the Fifth District which includes Flint... Hekmati’s hometown.



Congressman, you’ve been working to free your constituent since you went to Washington in 2013... Did you think 
then that he would still be in prison - after 1000 days - with no sign of release?

Stateside: Bill to Raise Minimum Wage on way to State House
Broadcast on 2014-05-19 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  A bill to raise Michigan’s minimum wage from 
7-40 an hour to 9-20 an hour by 2017 is now on its way to the State House.The bill would raise the minimum wage 
for tipped workers from 2-65 to 3-50 an hour.



The bill cleared the State Senate late last week by a vote of 24-14. 



The bill is an attempt by Republicans to kill a petition drive that would raise the minimum wage even higher...to 
10-10 an hour, even for tipped workers.



That petition drive is being led by the group Raise Michigan. Danielle Atkinson - with Raise Michigan - welcome!
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

8. Government (Continued):

Stateside: Should the Michigan Democratic Party be Looking for a new Ally?
Broadcast on 2014-05-19 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  Should the Democratic Party in Michigan be 
looking for a new ally?



One that is traditionally seen as having closer ties with the GOP?



M-Live columnist Rick Haglund thinks the answer is YES. 



He thinks Democrats in Michigan would be wise to join forces with big business.



And, Mark Brewer � former Chair of the Michigan Democratic Party � agrees. 



Mark, Rick� good to have you both with us.

Stateside: Michigan’s two Teacher Unions Have Felt the Impact of Right To Work
Broadcast on 2014-05-20 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  Michigan is now into Year Two of Right To 
Work.



The law took effect in March of 2013, making Michigan the 24th state where workers do not have to join a union as 
a condition of employment.



Many unions have yet to feel the impact of Right To Work, because they were already under contracts...or were able 
to sign new agreements or extend their existing ones before the law went into effect.



But Michigan’s two teacher unions HAVE certainly felt the impact of Right To Work.



Doug Pratt is the Director of Member and Political Engagement for the Michigan Education Association.



Thanks so much for talking with us today!

Stateside: Healthy Michigan - Michigan’s Expanded Medicaid Program
Broadcast on 2014-04-01 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  The Affordable Care Act shop door now has a 
"closed" sign on it, for the most part.



The open enrollment deadline passed at midnight.



And now, attention in Michigan swings over to Healthy Michigan.



That’s the official name for Michigan’s expanded Medicaid program. It allows the state to bring more low-income 
residents into the Medicaid fold using funding available through the Affordable Care Act.



And Michigan’s Medicaid expansion is something other states are watching...because of a couple of important new 
twists to the program.



MLive Capitol reporter Jonathon Oosting joins us now. Hi Jonathon!

Stateside: The Green Party of Michigan Prepares for its Nominating Convention
Broadcast on 2014-06-05 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  The Green Party of Michigan is preparing for 
its nominating convention this weekend. Fred Vitale is the Chairperson for the Green Party of Michigan.. Good to 
have you with us.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

8. Government (Continued):

Michigan Radio News: Ken Sikkema and Susan Demas on the Difficulties of Getting Consensus on Funding for Michigan’s Crumbling Roads
Broadcast on 2014-06-12 at 4:45PM; Duration: 04:40.  It�s Thursday, the day we talk Michigan politics with Ken 
Sikkema, former Senate Majority Leader and Senior Policy Fellow at Public Sector Consultants, and Susan Demas, 
publisher of Inside Michigan Politics.



The intense Michigan winter has put roads funding at the top of the legislative agenda� things have lagged for the 
past few months but began to heat up as the legislature prepares for summer break which begins next week.



Ken, we�ve talked about the difficulties in getting funding for Michigan�s crumbling roads�and I want to delve into 
the politics that are at play. Why has it been so difficult to get consensus on a funding package?

Stateside: Three Session Days Left to Work on the State Budget for the Upcoming Fiscal Year
Broadcast on 2014-06-10 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  Hear that? That ticking? That’s the budget 
clock in Lansing.



State lawmakers want to get out of the Capitol to start campaigning in their districts... and that means there are only 
three session days left to wrap up work on the state budget for the upcoming fiscal year.



Some big issues have been tackled, but there are big ones still up in the air.



Here to talk about what needs to be hammered out before we have ourselves a new budget is Jonathan Oosting , the 
Capitol reporter for Mlive... Welcome Jonathan!

Stateside: The Report Card for Michigan’s Elected Representatives
Broadcast on 2014-06-16 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  But first...there are only a few session days 
planned before state lawmakers return for three weeks of session on September 9th.



Just the way students end their school year with a report card, so, too, should our elected representatives be 
measured in how effectively they tackled issues important to Michigan!



Detroit Free Press Lansing Bureau reporter Kathy Gray has broken it all down for us in terms of 
pass-fail-or-incomplete.



Kathy, there was a pretty loud hue and cry when lawmakers left for the summer without having passed a plan to pay 
for fixing the roads. But you don’t want THAT to overshadow the fact that there have been some important things 
done since the start of this year.

Stateside: General Motors CEO Mary Barra Back on Capitol Hill
Broadcast on 2014-06-18 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  But first...General Motors CEO Mary Barra 
was back on Capitol Hill today.



She was there to offer more testimony on the growing ignition switch recall problem which has been linked to 13 
deaths....and the recall of some six million GM vehicles.



Joining us from Washington is Detroit News DC Bureau Chief David Shepardson:



David, Mary Barra wasn’t all out there alone this time before the subcommittee. She came with independent 
investigator Anton Valukas and his 300 page report. Did that help...or hurt?
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

8. Government (Continued):

Stateside: Detroit News Business Columnist Daniel Howes on the GM Ignition-switch Debacle
Broadcast on 2014-06-19 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  It’s time for our weekly check-in with Detroit 
News Business Columnist Daniel Howes....



As we focus on GM CEO Mary Barra’s appearance this week before a House subcommittee investigating the 
ignition-switch debacle.



Daniel, Mary Barra didn’t sugar-coat the fact that GM bungled this terribly....she freely admitted their engineers 
knew about the switch problems 12 years ago but didn’t connect THAT to the air bag malfunction linked to at least 
13 deaths. 



AND she had a litany of changes she’s instituted in response to all of this....including firing 15 pretty high-level 
employees.



But you’re saying to has to go deeper?

10. Legal System/Court Cases:

Michigan Radio News: Amir Hekamti Sentenced to 10 Years in Prison
Broadcast on 2014-04-15 at 4:45PM; Duration: 04:43.  Amir Hekamti is a Marine veteran. More than two and a half 
years ago while visiting family in Iran, Hekmati was arrested and charged with espionage. His initial death sentence 
was overturned but now reports have surfaced that Hekmati was secretly retried in December 2013, convicted of 
�partial collaboration with the American government� and sentenced to 10 years in prison.



Joining us now is Amir Hekamti�s sister, Sarah Hekmati. Sarah, thank you for joining us.

Stateside: McCutcheon Versus the Federal Election Commission - What Does it Mean for Elections in Michigan?
Broadcast on 2014-04-21 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  When the U-S Supreme Court recently handed 
down its 5-4 decision in McCutcheon versus Federal Election Commission� it struck down the overall limits on how 
much donors can give to candidates, parties, and political action committees.



Writing for the majority, Chief Justice John Roberts pointed to free speech, saying THAT trumps concerns about 
who’s getting a bigger voice in Government.



Writing in dissent, Justice Stephen Breyer argued that the decision harms basic First Amendment rights for 
every-day citizens: their right to be heard--at all---in our political process.



So, now that the dust has settled.... what will it mean going forward for elections in Michigan?



We’re joined now by Rich Robinson. He’s the Executive Director of the Michigan Campaign Finance Network. 
Rich - always good to have you on Stateside!
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

10. Legal System/Court Cases (Continued):

Stateside: Grand Rapids City Commission Discusses Proposed Changes to Panhandling and Other Local Ordinances
Broadcast on 2014-06-04 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  But first...Herbert Hoover was president when 
a law was passed in Michigan that made panhandling a criminal misdemeanor.



That 1929 law stood until last August. That’s when the Sixth US Circuit Court of Appeals struck down the law, 
saying it trampled on the rights of free speech.



Police in Grand Rapids had made vigorous use of that now-overturned law... arresting hundreds for panhandling 
over the years.



With the state law overturned, Grand Rapids and other cities have been trying to figure out how to keep a lid on 
aggressive panhandling....while still respecting the constitutional right to free speech.



Last night, the Grand Rapids City Commission had a meeting on proposed changes to local ordinances.



Michigan Radio’s West Michigan reporter Lindsey Smith is here... What happened last night Lindsey?

11. Public Health/Medicine:

Michigan Radio News: Older Veterans can Have PTSD Triggered Late in Life
Broadcast on 2014-04-07 at 5:35AM, 7:35AM and 4:55PM; Duration 03:41.  There�s still so much we don�t 
understand about war vets and PTSD, or post-traumatic stress disorder.



Why some experience it, but so many others don�t.

  

Why one vet can have symptoms right away, while another can be fine for years.



Now older generations of veterans from World War II, Korea and Vietnam are showing us that PTSD can actually 
be triggered late in life�especially when veterans are dying.



Michigan Radio�s Kate Wells reports.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

11. Public Health/Medicine (Continued):

The Environment Report: Flu Update and Late Fishing Season
Broadcast on 2014-04-03 at 8:51AM and 5:45PM; Duration 04:05.  Flu season is usually wrapping up at this time of 
year, but experts say it�s not quite over yet�



This is the Environment Report. I�m Rebecca Williams.



The H1N1 flu virus reared its nasty little head again this year� and made some people very sick.



Dr. Matthew Davis is the Chief Medical Executive with the Michigan Department of Community Health. 



*********



I�m a little afraid to say this out loud in case I jinx it� but� it�s finally warming up!



But our long winter and all the ice on the Great Lakes are going to have some lasting effects. For one thing, 
scientists expect many of the fish people like to catch will be showing up late to the places they spawn.



Solomon David is a research scientist at Shedd Aquarium in Chicago.  Thanks for joining me!

Michigan Radio News: Michigan’s Medicaid Expansion (Healthy Michigan) Goes Into Effect
Broadcast on 2014-04-01 at 4:28PM; Duration: 04:40.  Michigan�s Medicaid expansion goes into effect today. 
�Healthy Michigan� is available to more than 470,000 low income Michiganders between age 19 and 64.



Joining us now is Krista Nordberg, Director of Enrollment at the Washtenaw Health Plan.



Krista, welcome to the program.

Stateside: Healthy Michigan - Michigan’s Expanded Medicaid Program
Broadcast on 2014-04-01 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  The Affordable Care Act shop door now has a 
"closed" sign on it, for the most part.



The open enrollment deadline passed at midnight.



And now, attention in Michigan swings over to Healthy Michigan.



That’s the official name for Michigan’s expanded Medicaid program. It allows the state to bring more low-income 
residents into the Medicaid fold using funding available through the Affordable Care Act.



And Michigan’s Medicaid expansion is something other states are watching...because of a couple of important new 
twists to the program.



MLive Capitol reporter Jonathon Oosting joins us now. Hi Jonathon!
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

11. Public Health/Medicine (Continued):

Stateside: Consumer Choices for Health Coverage Not Even on the Federal Marketplace
Broadcast on 2014-04-29 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  One of the most important aspects of the 
Affordable Care Act is consumer choice. More choice leads to more competition among insurers...and that can mean 
lower costs to consumers.



But, as Michiganders shopped for health coverage on the federal marketplace, the amount of choice was NOT even.



If you lived in Wayne, Oakland or Macomb Counties, you got to choose from 55 insurance plans.



If you lived in Delta County...in the Upper Peninsula, you were only offered five plans... all of them from Blue 
Cross Blue Shield of Michigan.



Josh Fangmeier is a health policy analyst with the Center for Healthcare Research and Transformation. Welcome 
Josh.

Stateside: For-profit Health Care Systems Taking Over Community Hospitals
Broadcast on 2014-05-05 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  For-profit health care systems taking over 
community hospitals: It’s become a distinct health care trend in Michigan.



And, there are questions: Is this a way for a community hospital to stay alive, expand and, maybe, modernize? Or is 
it a trend where "bottom-line thinking" is going to affect patient costs and quality of care? 



Writer Julie Edgar is with Bridge Magazine. 



Good to have you on the program, Julie.

Stateside: Problem with our Medical Education System - too Many Specialists, not Enough Primary Care Physicians
Broadcast on 2014-05-07 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  A basic tenet of the Affordable Care Act is 
preventive care: get people into the health care system before disease or disability sets in.



But that’s highlighting a problem with our medical education system: med schools are turning out too many 
specialists and not enough primary care physicians.



Dr William Strampel is Dean of the College of Osteopathic Medicine at Michigan State University.



Dr. Strampel, so good to have you with us.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

11. Public Health/Medicine (Continued):

Stateside: Healthy Michigan - Michigan’s Expanded Medicaid Program
Broadcast on 2014-04-01 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  The Affordable Care Act shop door now has a 
"closed" sign on it, for the most part.



The open enrollment deadline passed at midnight.



And now, attention in Michigan swings over to Healthy Michigan.



That’s the official name for Michigan’s expanded Medicaid program. It allows the state to bring more low-income 
residents into the Medicaid fold using funding available through the Affordable Care Act.



And Michigan’s Medicaid expansion is something other states are watching...because of a couple of important new 
twists to the program.



MLive Capitol reporter Jonathon Oosting joins us now. Hi Jonathon!

Stateside: Heroin Use and Overdose Deaths on the Rise in Michigan
Broadcast on 2014-06-10 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention report that heroin use in the US jumped 79 percent from 2007-through-2012. And heroin overdose deaths 
rose 45 percent between 2006-2010.



Police and public health officials say Michigan is on the same track....with heroin addiction and overdose deaths on 
the rise.



That’s no surprise to my next guest. He is a special agent with the Detroit Division of the US Drug Enforcement 
Administration. 



Rich Isaacson..welcome to Stateside.

Stateside: The VA Flags Three Facilities in Michigan for Audit
Broadcast on 2014-06-11 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  The controversy over long wait times and 
improper scheduling practices at Veterans Administration hospitals and clinics has cost the job of VA Secretary Eric 
Shinseki.



It led to an internal VA audit of its health care facilities.



And that has caused the VA to flag three facilities in Michigan for a closer look.



What might be happening at those facilities? And what does this mean to veterans in Michigan?



For this conversation, we’re joined by Detroit Free Press Washington reporter Todd Spangler....welcome, Todd!
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

11. Public Health/Medicine (Continued):

Stateside: Good and Challenging News for Patients in a Study Published in the Medical Journal JAMA Surgery
Broadcast on 2014-06-23 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  It was an important day for many in Michigan. 
April first. The day nearly half a million people in our state became newly eligible for the expanded Medicaid 
program.



Since Michigan opened those Medicaid doors on April first, more than 300-thousand people have enrolled. Many 
have not seen a physician for a long time. Or, they have relied on emergency rooms for their medical care.



As revealed in a study published in the medical journal JAMA Surgery, there’s good news and challenging news in 
all of this.



Certainly it’s good that patients will be able to turn to a physician for medical care.



But the challenge is the overall poor health of many of these patients, especially surgical patients...and that has many 
implications: to the patients, to the hospitals and to the surgeons treating them.



Joining me now is the leader of that new study. He’s the Chief Medical Officer of the University of Michigan Health 
System.

Dr. Darrell Campbell, Junior, welcome to Stateside!

12. Social Policy/Welfare:

State of Opportunity: Call-in Show on Michigan’s Approach to Helping Kids from Low Income Families and the Role of Schools
Broadcast on 2014-04-17 at 3:00PM; and on 2014-04-29 at 10:00PM; Duration 53:00.  With 1 in 4 Michigan kids 
living in poverty, more pressure is being put on schools to shift the needle for those kids.



But are we asking schools to do too much? If education is their primary mission...where does everything else at risk 
kids need fit in?



This hour we’ll look at models that are working for kids...we’ll examine Michigan’s approach to helping kids from 
low income families...and we’ll look at what happens when we default to schools as being the places that have all 
the answers.



All that’s ahead, this hour, on State of Opportunity from Michigan Radio.

13. Transportation:

The Environment Report: Money for LUST Cleanup
Broadcast on 2014-04-10 at 8:51AM and 5:45PM; Duration 04:05.  Every time you fill up your car, you pay about a 
penny per gallon into a fund.  That money is supposed to go to clean up pollution from old underground storage 
tanks.  But the money isn�t always used that way. We�ll hear about a new bill that would restore the money to its 
original purpose� on the next Environment Report.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

13. Transportation (Continued):

Stateside: Fixing Michigan’s Roads and how to pay for it
Broadcast on 2014-04-07 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  As the snow and ice have melted, Michigan has 
come up with a bumper crop of potholes and crumbling roads...roads that were already badly in need of repair.



And THAT has turned everyone’s attention to fixing the roads and how to pay for it.



State House Republicans are proposing an annual half billion dollar solution.



Here’s one reaction to the plan. It’s from Rich Studley, the president of the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, which 
has been pushing for more road revenue. He says a solution is LONG overdue:

Stateside: Car Fuel Emissions and Economy
Broadcast on 2014-04-10 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  There is an encouraging report just out from 
the University of Michigan’s Transportation Research Institute about fuel economy.



The average fuel economy of new US light vehicles sold in March rose to 25-point-four miles per gallon. That’s the 
highest since the researchers began tracking this data in October 2007. 



That got us wondering how we’re faring in the quest to squeeze out better mileage from our cars and trucks...and in 
the quest to create electric, hybrid, natural gas and fuel cell vehicles and technologies.



We’re joined by Charles Griffith. He’s the Climate and Energy Program Director at the Ecology Center in Ann 
Arbor. 



Charles, when we look back to October 2007 and realize average fuel economy of new vehicles is now up 
5-point-three mpg, is this something to celebrate?

Michigan Radio News: Ken Sikkema and Susan Demas on Funding for Roads
Broadcast on 2014-05-08 at 4:15PM; Duration: 03:39.  Each week we talk Michigan politics with Susan Demas, 
publisher of Inside Michigan Politics, and Ken Sikkema, former Senate Majority Leader and Senior Policy Fellow at 
Public Sector Consultants.



We’ve started to see movement on a number of items that seemed to have trouble gaining traction in the state 
legislature. First, a package of bills to raise revenue for roads passed out of the House and is now on its way to the 
Senate...Susan, while these bills raise significantly less money for roads than Governor Snyder wants are we finally 
on a path to get some funding for roads?

Michigan Radio News: Ken Sikkema and Susan Demas on Funding for Roads
Broadcast on 2014-05-08 at 4:15PM; Duration: 03:39.  Each week we talk Michigan politics with Susan Demas, 
publisher of Inside Michigan Politics, and Ken Sikkema, former Senate Majority Leader and Senior Policy Fellow at 
Public Sector Consultants.



We’ve started to see movement on a number of items that seemed to have trouble gaining traction in the state 
legislature. First, a package of bills to raise revenue for roads passed out of the House and is now on its way to the 
Senate...Susan, while these bills raise significantly less money for roads than Governor Snyder wants are we finally 
on a path to get some funding for roads?
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

13. Transportation (Continued):

Stateside: Report Finds That Michigan Uses a Significant Percentage of Road Money for Repairs
Broadcast on 2014-05-12 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  While the debate over transportation funding 
continues this week in Lansing, a recent report finds most states are spending MORE to build NEW roads than they 
are in repairing the crumbling roads already in existence.



But, the study from the nonpartisan budget watchdog group Taxpayers for Common Sense says that there are 
exceptions - including Michigan. We pay a significant percentage of road money on repairs.



Steve Ellis is the Vice-President of Taxpayers for Common Sense. Good to have you with us.

Stateside: Micki Maynard’s New Journalism Project Called Curbing Cars
Broadcast on 2014-05-13 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  Changes ARE happening in the way we’ve 
relied on cars and trucks to get us where we want...and need...to go� but can people REALLY get around without 
cars?



Micki Maynard has founded a new journalism project called Curbing Cars. Part of this project is her new e-book, 
Curbing Cars: America’s Independence from the Auto Industry, just published by Forbes.



Micki, welcome back to Stateside.

Stateside: Automobile Recalls on the Rise
Broadcast on 2014-05-20 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  If it seems to you like auto recalls are on the 
rise... well, you’re right.



It’s not just General Motors who has recalled something like 13-million vehicles this year in the US... that’s 
counting today’s newly announced recall of more than 2.4 million vehicles. 



The ENTIRE auto industry has recalled some 20-million vehicles this year. That puts the industry well on its way to 
breaking the recall record of nearly 31 million...a record that has stood for ten years.



Michigan Radio’s auto reporter Tracy Samilton and NPR’s business reporter Sonari Glinton have both been 
covering the recalls extensively...



Sonari, are we seeing more recalls because of the GM ignition switch troubles?? Or is there more to it?

Stateside: State Lawmakers Consider Higher Taxes on Gas to fix Michigan’s Roads
Broadcast on 2014-06-02 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  Michigan�s roads are crumbling and people 
want them fixed� Some estimates say it could cost almost 2 billion dollars A YEAR to fix them.



State lawmakers are in the midst of considering raising revenue thru higher taxes on gas� and that has raised a lot of 
debate around what we already pay at the pump.



Michigan Radio�s Mark Brush set out to try and sort all of this out for all of us� Hi Mark!

Michigan Radio News: Funding Will Have to Wait Until Fall for Michigan’s Crumbling Roads
Broadcast on 2014-06-13 at 4:55PM; Duration: 04:36.  The Michigan legislature is on summer break�and that means 
funding for Michigan�s crumbling roads will have to wait until this fall. The legislature was unable to cobble 
together a package that would raise the more than 1 billion dollars to repair and maintain Michigan roads and 
bridges. Joining us now is Jeff Cranson with the Michigan Department of Transportation. Jeff, welcome.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

13. Transportation (Continued):

Jack Lessenberry: What’s Going on in State Politics (5)
Broadcast on 2014-06-11 at 7:51AM; Duration: 07:32.  It’s Wednesday, the morning we speak with  Michigan 
Radio’s Political Analyst Jack Lessenberry about what’s going on in state politics.



State lawmakers have just 2 more days of session until their planned summer break. What’s the latest on roads 
funding, Jack?

Stateside: The Michigan Chamber of Commerce Pushes Lawmakers to Come up With a Solution for Road Funding
Broadcast on 2014-06-12 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  It appears lawmakers are back at it today... 
that’s before they leave town to start summer campaigning in their districts.



Rich Studley is President and CEO of the Michigan Chamber of Commerce. The Chamber is pushing for lawmakers 
to come up with some kind of solution for road funding... Rich, first off, is there a plan out there... and a certain 
amount of money for roads... that the Chamber is endorsing?

Stateside: Michigan Roads Update
Broadcast on 2014-06-17 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  State lawmakers are back home on week one of 
their twelve-week summer break.

 

They’re home campaigning without having passed any way to raise the money needed to fix Michigan’s crumbling 
roads.



THAT failure got plenty of drivers hopping mad...which, in turn, has triggered a healthy round of "spin & blame" 
from our elected representatives!



Chris Gautz is the Lansing reporter for Crain’s Detroit Business.



Chris, no road repair plan got passed by the State Senate...drivers (who VOTE!) have been clear that they want these 
roads fixed....yet Senate Majority Leader Randy Richardville said the failure was..."NOT THAT BIG A DEAL, 
REALLY."

Stateside: General Motors Recalls Another 3.4 Million Cars
Broadcast on 2014-06-17 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  The recall notices just keep coming.



The ignition-switch crisis took a big new turn Monday as General Motors recalled three-point-four MILLION cars. 

That’s on top of the two-point-six million small cars already called back for ignition switches that can slip out of the 
"run" position if the key is carrying extra weight and is somehow jarred. THAT causes the engine to stall-out...and 
kills power steering, power brakes....and air bags.



The problem has been linked to at least 13 deaths and over 40 crashes.



This latest recall comes as CEO Mary Barra prepares for what will undoubtedly be a rough session tomorrow on 
Capitol Hill....a "return engagement"  before the House Energy and Commerce’s oversight and investigations 
subcommittee.



Michigan Radio’s auto reporter Tracy Samilton joins us now....



Tell us more about Monday’s recall.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

13. Transportation (Continued):

Stateside: General Motors CEO Mary Barra Back on Capitol Hill
Broadcast on 2014-06-18 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  But first...General Motors CEO Mary Barra 
was back on Capitol Hill today.



She was there to offer more testimony on the growing ignition switch recall problem which has been linked to 13 
deaths....and the recall of some six million GM vehicles.



Joining us from Washington is Detroit News DC Bureau Chief David Shepardson:



David, Mary Barra wasn’t all out there alone this time before the subcommittee. She came with independent 
investigator Anton Valukas and his 300 page report. Did that help...or hurt?

Stateside: Detroit News Business Columnist Daniel Howes on the GM Ignition-switch Debacle
Broadcast on 2014-06-19 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  It’s time for our weekly check-in with Detroit 
News Business Columnist Daniel Howes....



As we focus on GM CEO Mary Barra’s appearance this week before a House subcommittee investigating the 
ignition-switch debacle.



Daniel, Mary Barra didn’t sugar-coat the fact that GM bungled this terribly....she freely admitted their engineers 
knew about the switch problems 12 years ago but didn’t connect THAT to the air bag malfunction linked to at least 
13 deaths. 



AND she had a litany of changes she’s instituted in response to all of this....including firing 15 pretty high-level 
employees.



But you’re saying to has to go deeper?


