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Section I: Issues

WFUM has identified the following topics as significant issues facing our community in this quarter:

1. Arts/Humanities:  

2. Children’s Issues:  

3. Civil Rights/Race:  

4. Crime/Safety:  

5. Economy:  

6. Education:  

7. Environment:  

8. Government:  

9. Labor Relations:  

10. Legal System/Court Cases:  

11. Public Health/Medicine:  

12. Social Policy/Welfare:  

13. Transportation:  
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Section II: Responsive Programs

WFUM broadcast programming dealing with the various issues outlined in Section I of this list.  The programming was aired on the 
dates and times as follows:

1. Arts/Humanities:

Stateside: AutoWorld in Flint
Broadcast on 2014-07-02 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  It was 30 years ago---July 4, 1984---when the 
doors to AutoWorld in Flint opened.



What was Auto World? An indoor theme park located in the heart of Flint. The theme was AUTOS.



Big investors came on board, including Six Flags and the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation. 



There were many hopes resting on AutoWorld and they all landed with a THUD when AutoWorld closed its door 
for good just three years later.



Bill Shea is an editor and writer for Crain’s Detroit Business.



Who first floated the idea of "hey, let’s build an indoor theme park about autos in Flint?"

Stateside: Why are Auto Museums More Popular in Europe?
Broadcast on 2014-07-02 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  Thinking about what a flop Auto World was, 
our attention was piqued by a piece in dbusiness.com by auto reporter Paul Eisenstein.



He explores an intriguing question: WHY are auto museums so much more popular in Europe...while here in 
Michigan---the historic home of the automobile---it’s a tough sell to get crowds to an auto museum.



Paul Eisenstein joins us now...welcome.

Michigan Radio News: Poetry from Flint -- A Youth Slam-Poetry Team and One Young Woman Poet in Particular
Broadcast on 2014-07-18 at 6:35AM and 8:35AM; Duration 04:09.  The national championship for youth 
slam-poetry teams is in Philadelphia this week.



And for the last six months, a team of high school girls in Flint has been preparing.  



Their poetry comes from the their own lives: stories about family, abuse, mental illness, and love. 



Michigan Radio’s Kate Wells spent time with the team - and with one young woman in particular.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

2. Children’s Issues:

State of Opportunity: Muskegon Heights Schools - The Story of how a Troubled School District Survived
Broadcast on 2014-07-24 at 3:00PM; Duration: 50:27.  There are a lot of school districts in trouble in Michigan.



Forty-eight districts ended the last fiscal year in deficit. Five districts are currently subject to state oversight under 
Michigan’s emergency manager law. Two school districts completely ran out of money last year, and dissolved.



Today, in a State of Opportunity documentary, we bring you the story of how one troubled school district survived.



Two years ago Muskegon Heights made history by becoming the first school district in Michigan to convert entirely 
to a charter district and turn the operation of its schools over to a for-profit company. It had never happened before 
in Michigan, or, as far as we’ve been able to determine, anywhere else in America.



But this spring, Muskegon Heights schools were in trouble again. Just two years into a five-year contract, its 
management company walked away from the district. And, once again, leaders in the community had to work with 
the state to find a plan to keep the district’s doors open.



This, ultimately, is the story of how they succeeded, at least for now. And what lessons we might take for the other 
school districts in Michigan that are facing financial problems.

State of Opportunity: The Toll Violence Takes on Young People in Flint
Broadcast on 2014-07-30 at 4:55PM; Duration: 04:06.  In Flint this summer, crime rates are down compared to last 
year. 



But there is still a lot of violence in that city and a lot of young people trying to make sense of it. 



In preparation for our State of Opportunity special tomorrow on how violence affects kids, State of Opportunity�s 
Sarah Alvarez talked to some young people in Flint about the toll violence takes on them.

State of Opportunity: Call-in Show - How Violence Affects Kids and Communities and why it Matters for all of us
Broadcast on 2014-07-31 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 53:00.  This hour we’re talking about violence...how it 
affects kids and communities and why it matters for all of us. We’ll find out why it’s so hard to break the cycle of 
violence and learn about the serious developmental impact violence and trauma have on a young brain. We’ll also 
look at what more can be done.



All that�s ahead, this hour, on State of Opportunity from Michigan Radio. But first, the news.

State of Opportunity: Michigan’s Foster Care System
Broadcast on 2014-08-13 at 6:35AM and 8:35AM; Duration 03:55.  Some children are taken from their homes on 
short notice. 



Some are taken in the middle of the night.  



For kids entering Michigan�s foster care system, life can seem terrifying and uncertain. 



Some adults do what they can to make sure it�s not. 



State of Opportunity�s Dustin Dwyer has the story.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

3. Civil Rights/Race:

State of Opportunity: Voice Bias can Color What we Hear
Broadcast on 2014-07-09 at 6:35AM, 8:35AM and 4:20PM; Duration 04:35.  When you hear my voice, you might 
be forming some kind of opinion about me.

 

What you think I look like, where I�m originally from. 



That�s the beauty of radio. 



Voices take center stage, not images. 



But sometimes our biases against certain dialects and languages *color* what we hear. 



With State of Opportunity, Michigan Radio�s Jennifer Guerra reports:

Stateside: The Civil Rights Act was Signed Into law 50 Years ago
Broadcast on 2014-07-02 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  50 years ago, President Lyndon Johnson signed 
into law one of the most significant pieces of legislation in American history: The Civil Rights Act.

State of Opportunity: U-M Educators say Teaching Kids to Code Switch Early on can Help Reduce the Achievement Gap
Broadcast on 2014-07-16 at 6:35AM, 8:35AM and 5:48PM; Duration 04:26.  Black students consistently lag behind 
their white peers on standardized tests. Experts have been trying to come up with ways to shrink the achievement 
gap for decades, but it�s still there.



Now a group of educators at the University of Michigan thinks teaching kids how to code switch early on can help 
reduce the gap. Michigan Radio�s State of Opportunity reporter Jennifer Guerra has more.

4. Crime/Safety:

Stateside: Marijuana Attitudes are Changing - Two Journalists and Their New Book
Broadcast on 2014-07-09 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  What we commonly refer to as Prohibition 
began in 1920. It was the start of the federal government completely and utterly failing to keep citizens from 
drinking alcohol.



It took 13 years for the tide to turn against Prohibition....and for the 21st Amendment to the Constitution to make it 
legal to drink alcohol again.



Now we seem to be at a similar point in our history when it comes to cannabis. Voters in 23 states---including 
Michigan--- and the District of Columbia have said YES to medical marijuana laws.



And in November of 2012, voters in Washington and Colorado made recreational pot use legal...at least as far as 
state law is concerned.



Today’s attitudes toward marijuana are truly changing.



When and how did this begin? Are we truly looking at the impending end of another era of prohibition?



These are the questions posed in a new book by investigative journalists Alyson Martin and Nushin Rashidian. The 
title..."A New Leaf: The End of Cannabis Prohibition."



Alyson Martin and Nushin Rashidian join us now from New York...good to have you with us!
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

4. Crime/Safety (Continued):

Stateside: The New State Budget -- Money for "Law and Order"
Broadcast on 2014-07-10 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  We wrap up our week-long review of the new 
53-billion dollar state budget. Today: the money for "law and order".



Detroit Free Press Lansing reporter Kathy Gray is here:



Kathy...does the new budget have more or less money to fight crime than last year?

State of Opportunity: The Toll Violence Takes on Young People in Flint
Broadcast on 2014-07-30 at 4:55PM; Duration: 04:06.  In Flint this summer, crime rates are down compared to last 
year. 



But there is still a lot of violence in that city and a lot of young people trying to make sense of it. 



In preparation for our State of Opportunity special tomorrow on how violence affects kids, State of Opportunity�s 
Sarah Alvarez talked to some young people in Flint about the toll violence takes on them.

State of Opportunity: Call-in Show - How Violence Affects Kids and Communities and why it Matters for all of us
Broadcast on 2014-07-31 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 53:00.  This hour we’re talking about violence...how it 
affects kids and communities and why it matters for all of us. We’ll find out why it’s so hard to break the cycle of 
violence and learn about the serious developmental impact violence and trauma have on a young brain. We’ll also 
look at what more can be done.



All that�s ahead, this hour, on State of Opportunity from Michigan Radio. But first, the news.

Stateside: Ken Sikkema on the Privatization of Food Service for Michigan Prisons
Broadcast on 2014-08-12 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  In recent weeks we heard a lot about problems 
with Aramark, the company providing food service to Michigan prisons. The issues ranged from food shortages to 
inappropriate behavior between Aramark staff members and prisoners. 



Now, why did the legislature decide to privatize food service in Michigan� well, it�s because Michigan�s corrections 
budget is now tops 2 billion dollars� in 1980 the corrections budget was 3% of the state budget� in 2013 it soared to 
over 21%...



Here with us now is Ken Sikkema, former Senate Majority Leader and Senior Policy Fellow at Public Sector 
Consultants. Welcome back Ken!

Stateside: Why a Fear of Crime can be Good, Especially for Kids
Broadcast on 2014-08-19 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  Are you afraid of crime?



Even more, are your KIDS scared of crime?



If the answer is yes, my next guest says, that’s not a bad thing.



Chris Melde is an associate professor of criminal justice at Michigan State University. His study on our fear of crime 
has been published in the journal Justice Quarterly.



Chris, why can a fear of crime be good, especially for kids?
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

5. Economy:

Stateside: Michigan’s June 2014 Labor Report
Broadcast on 2014-07-10 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  The latest "report card" on jobs in America 
points to a country continuing to recover from the Great Recession.



The national unemployment rate fell to 6-point-1 percent. The lowest level since September 2008. What does the 
June jobs report tell us about Michigan? Where have we made gains and where are we still hurting?



University of Michigan labor economist Don Grimes is here. Don, did you like what you saw in the June labor 
report?

Michigan Radio News: Michigan Voters to Decide the Fate of Proposal One
Broadcast on 2014-07-31 at 5:20PM; and on 2014-08-01 at 6:35AM and 8:35AM; Duration 03:47.  Until recently, 
businesses in Michigan had to pay taxes on almost all their equipment. Not surprisingly, they didn�t like this tax.



The state Legislature has done its part to phase out the Personal Property Tax.



But as Michigan Public Radio�s Rick Pluta reports, the rest is up to voters when they decide the fate of Proposal One 
on Tuesday�s ballot.

6. Education:

State of Opportunity: The Story of a Young Mother who Successfully Completed a Jobs Training Program
Broadcast on 2014-07-02 at 6:35AM and 8:35AM; Duration 04:25.  Making it to graduation is a given for a lot of 
people. 



It�s just one of the many steps on the path to a career. 



But for some it�s not that easy. 



Our State of Opportunity reporter, Jennifer Guerra, has been following one young mom for the last couple years as 
she tried � and failed � to complete a jobs training program. 



But now, she finally did it.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

6. Education (Continued):

Stateside: The New State Budget -- K-12 Public Education
Broadcast on 2014-07-07 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  But first...things may be in summer vacation 
mode in Lansing and throughout Michigan.



But come fall, the new state budget kicks in, affecting every aspect of Michigan life.



All this week, we’ll dig into the new 53-billion dollar budget.... today: money for K-12 education.



There’s nearly 14-billion dollars. Who’s getting what?



 MLive education reporter Brian Smith is with me---



Brian, last week we talked about the MEAP "curveball"... keeping the old tests instead of  the new assessment test 
keyed to Common Core...which is a huge challenge for ALL involved.



Today, the meat of the matter. You’ve got Democratic critics accusing Governor Snyder of gutting public 
education...and you’ve got the Governor saying, Not so! This year’s education budget is a billion more than it was in 
2010...the year before he took office.



What’s your take on that?

Stateside: The New State Budget -- Higher Education
Broadcast on 2014-07-08 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  But first... Continuing our look at how the new 
state budget will affect Michigan... Yesterday was K thru 12 education... Today, higher education.



Jake Neher, Lansing reporter for the Michigan Public Radio Network is here... And, Jake... Everyone who writes a 
tuition check has one question: Is tuition going up ?

State of Opportunity: U-M Educators say Teaching Kids to Code Switch Early on can Help Reduce the Achievement Gap
Broadcast on 2014-07-16 at 6:35AM, 8:35AM and 5:48PM; Duration 04:26.  Black students consistently lag behind 
their white peers on standardized tests. Experts have been trying to come up with ways to shrink the achievement 
gap for decades, but it�s still there.



Now a group of educators at the University of Michigan thinks teaching kids how to code switch early on can help 
reduce the gap. Michigan Radio�s State of Opportunity reporter Jennifer Guerra has more.

Stateside: Graduation Rates at Michigan’s Public Universities
Broadcast on 2014-07-21 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  It used to be, you went to college and four 
years later, got your degree.



More and more, it’s taking students five...even six years to finish college...especially in Michigan.



Ron French has been looking into this for his piece in the newest Bridge Magazine.



Ron, what do the numbers tell us: how do four-year graduation rates at public universities in Michigan stack up 
against the national average?
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

6. Education (Continued):

State of Opportunity: Muskegon Heights Schools - The Story of how a Troubled School District Survived
Broadcast on 2014-07-24 at 3:00PM; Duration: 50:27.  There are a lot of school districts in trouble in Michigan.



Forty-eight districts ended the last fiscal year in deficit. Five districts are currently subject to state oversight under 
Michigan’s emergency manager law. Two school districts completely ran out of money last year, and dissolved.



Today, in a State of Opportunity documentary, we bring you the story of how one troubled school district survived.



Two years ago Muskegon Heights made history by becoming the first school district in Michigan to convert entirely 
to a charter district and turn the operation of its schools over to a for-profit company. It had never happened before 
in Michigan, or, as far as we’ve been able to determine, anywhere else in America.



But this spring, Muskegon Heights schools were in trouble again. Just two years into a five-year contract, its 
management company walked away from the district. And, once again, leaders in the community had to work with 
the state to find a plan to keep the district’s doors open.



This, ultimately, is the story of how they succeeded, at least for now. And what lessons we might take for the other 
school districts in Michigan that are facing financial problems.

Stateside: Why Aren’t More Academics Engaging in Today’s Public and Political Discourse?
Broadcast on 2014-07-28 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  In the last two or three decades the public 
discussions seem to have shifted from looking to scholars, scientists, the researchers and experts at universities to 
help inform the debate to politicians, spin-meisters and people with microphones determining what is sound science.



All those university professors have been busy publishing in journals which other researchers read, but don�t always 
make it to the public at large or if they do they are distorted by news media, pundits, or just loud mouths who twist 
research to support their own beliefs.



With us to discuss this disturbing trend is Andrew Hoffman. He�s a professor at the Ross School of Business at the 
University of Michigan. He teaches and researches business sustainability.



You recently wrote, "Should we, as academics, engage in this public and political discourse? If so, how do we do 
it?�



And I would add, why haven�t people who study issues been front and center in public discussions all along?

Stateside: Should College Radio be Saved?
Broadcast on 2014-08-05 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  College radio is dying. At least that’s according 
to a headline I saw recently. 



With music libraries packed into smartphones, and laptops. . .  and websites like Spotify and Pandora, college 
students aren’t listening to music in their dorms from a portable radio anymore.  



So what’s the point of college radio? Should we save it?



My next guest is Jesse Walker. He’s a former DJ at W-C-B-N, Ann Arbor’s student run, community radio. He’s also 
author of "Rebels on the Air: An Alternative History of Radio in America."
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

6. Education (Continued):

Stateside: The State BOE Urges Lawmakers to put Tougher Regulations on MI Charter Schools
Broadcast on 2014-08-13 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  But first, the state Board of Education is urging 
lawmakers to put tougher regulations on charter schools in Michigan. That’s after a recent Detroit Free Press series 
came out - raising serious concerns about transparency, conflicts of interest and academic results in charters.



Jake Neher - Michigan Public Radio Lansing reporter is here - Hi Jake!

7. Environment:

The Environment Report: Arsenic Series (Part Two)
Broadcast on 2014-07-01 at 5:45PM; Duration: 04:15.  We continue our special five-part series, Michigan�s Silent 
Poison. 

We�ll hear about the arsenic problem in Michigan, and we�ll 

hear what scientists are discovering about just how toxic arsenic can be.

The Environment Report: Arsenic Series (Part Three)
Broadcast on 2014-07-02 at 8:50AM; Duration: 04:15.  We continue our special five-part series, Michigan�s Silent 
Poison.



There are no state laws requiring people to test private wells for arsenic. So it falls to local health departments to get 
the word out. And health departments vary widely on how they handle the issue. That�s on the next Environment 
Report.

The Environment Report: Arsenic Series (Part Four)
Broadcast on 2014-07-03 at 5:45PM; Duration: 04:16.  Coming up on the Environment Report�



There�s a federal standard that limits the amount of arsenic in drinking water. But eight years after that went into 
effect, there are some places in Michigan that are not meeting the standard.

The Environment Report: Why Americans Aren’t Buying Hybrids and Electrics
Broadcast on 2014-07-08 at 8:51AM and 5:45PM; Duration 04:03.  we like to talk a lot about making 
environmentally-friendly decisions. But data show, when it comes to buying green cars� it�s just a lot of talk.



Why Americans aren�t buying hybrids and electrics.That�s on the next Environment Report.

The Environment Report: Making a Carbon Tax More Attractive
Broadcast on 2014-07-22 at 8:51AM; Duration: 04:05.  Some people argue a tax on carbon dioxide is a good way to 
use the market to fight climate change. But it’s been a political non-starter. A new survey of Americans finds more 
people would support a carbon tax if the money funded renewable energy. We’ll talk with one of the survey’s 
authors, on the next Environment Report.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

7. Environment (Continued):

Stateside: Technological Changes in the Late 19th and Early 20th Century
Broadcast on 2014-07-29 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  It seems today technology is changing so fast. 
New phones, new kinds of cars, new advances in computer software and apps.



But, these changes are not as life-changing and they are not as fast as the technological changes that took place in 
the late 19th and early 20th century.



Imagine, we went from water wheel power and candles and whale oil lamps to electric motors and light bulbs in 
almost no time at all. Electricity really changed cities. And Detroit was widely considered one of the best-lighted 
cities in the world.



Our guest, Amy Elliott Bragg recently wrote an article about electricity and Detroit that was published in Model D. 
Welcome!

Stateside: Climate Trends and the Harm for Michigan’s Agriculture and the Economy
Broadcast on 2014-08-04 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  Normally, I wouldn’t think anything of a tweet 
that reads, "What a beautiful Fall Day." But, when that tweet comes in August... well it’s a little disconcerting. 



Yes... it’s been gorgeous... a little cool... sunny... breezy... but with temperatures over the past few weeks dipping 
into the 50’s... it’s hard not to think about the bigger consequences.



The Union of Concerned Scientists recently said if climate trends continue, Michigan agriculture will be harmed... 
and that’s a really big issue when you considered that agriculture... is the state’s largest industry... the agri-food and 
agri-energy business make up more than 20 percent of the state’s workforce. 1 in 5 jobs.



Philip Robertson is a professor in the Department of Crop and Soil sciences at Michigan State University - professor 
- welcome... and, I’m just going to say: I had no idea there was such a thing as a Department of Crop and Soil 
sciences.



Also joining us is Jim Byrum, President of the Michigan Agri-Business Association... welcome.

The Environment Report: The Political Divide Over Environmental Protection
Broadcast on 2014-08-12 at 8:50AM; Duration: 04:03.  New research finds Americans are becoming more divided 
over environmental protection.  But people can set politics aside sometimes.



We�ll hear more on the next Environment Report.

Stateside: When it Comes to Climate Denial, the United States Leads the World
Broadcast on 2014-08-14 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  Climate scientists have issued a steady 
drumbeat of warnings and data pointing to profound changes that have already begun because of climate change.



Yet a UK survey finds, when it comes to climate denial, the United States leads the world. Only 54 percent of 
Americans agree that human activity is largely causing the climate change we’re currently seeing.



Why is the US the world leader in climate denial? And how can scientists and policy-makers convert the "deniers"?



Henry Pollack is an emeritus professor of Geophysics at the University of Michigan...He shares the 2007 Nobel 
Peace Prize with former Vice President Al Gore for his work  with the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change....welcome back to Stateside, Professor Pollack!
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

8. Government:

Michigan Radio News: Susan Demas and Ken Sikkema on Outside Groups Investing Money in Michigan Gubernatorial and Senate Races
Broadcast on 2014-07-03 at 4:50PM; Duration: 05:00.  It�s Thursday, the day we talk Michigan politics with Susan 
Demas, publisher of Inside Michigan Politics, and Ken Sikkema, former Senate Majority Leader and Senior Policy 
Fellow at Public Sector Consultants.



We�re still about a month out from the primaries and 4 months out from the general election. Yet, the Michigan 
Campaign Finance Network this week reports that 18 million dollars have already been spent in the Michigan 
gubernatorial and senate races. And such of this money is coming from outside groups. 



Ken, so far, outside groups are spending about 3 and a half dollars for every dollar the campaigns are spending.  Is it 
surprising that this much outside money is coming into Michigan so early�or is this election politics as usual?

Stateside: For Every Dollar Spent by Michigan Candidates for Campaign Ads, Outside Groups Spend Three Dollars and Fifty Cents
Broadcast on 2014-07-03 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  Who’s paying for the campaign ads we’ve been 
watching  in Michigan? The ads for the US Senate and gubernatorial races?



A new report finds that for every dollar spent by a Michigan candidate in campaign ads, OUTSIDE GROUPS have 
spent three-dollars and-50 cents.



Looking at it another way: of the 18-million dollars spent on campaign TV ads over the first half of this year, 
outside groups kicked in 14-million of that!



Rich Robinson... is executive director of the campaign spending watchdog group Michigan Campaign Finance 
Network.



Rich, what do we know about where this $14-million in outside money is coming from?

Stateside: Millenials Expected to Exert Growing Influence on Politics
Broadcast on 2014-07-08 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  As the baby boom generation gets older... more 
and more attention is being focused on Millenials.



Those 18-34 years old are expected to exert growing influence on politics as their voting bloc takes up a larger share 
of the electorate.



Curtis Audette is the President of the Michigan Federation of College Democrats...and he’s a senior at Michigan 
State University. Welcome, Curtis.

Stateside: The Governor’s Race -- Rick Pluta and Zoe Clark, Co-hosts of Michigan Radio’s It’s Just Politics
Broadcast on 2014-07-10 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  But first... It’s YOUR chance to ask questions 
of Mark Schauer, the Democrat who wants to be your next Governor. That happens tomorrow morning at NINE 
here on Michigan Radio. 



Rick Pluta and Zoe Clark, the co-hosts of Michigan Radio�s It�s Just Politics� are here to tell us more. Hi Rick! Hi 
Zoe!
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

8. Government (Continued):

Stateside: Michigan’s Emergency Manager Law
Broadcast on 2014-07-10 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  In just three years, the number of Michigan 
cities and school districts being run by a state-appointed emergency manager has ballooned....from six to 17.



How effective is Michigan’s Emergency Manager law? How does it measure up to similar laws in other states?  And 
how can communities avoid sliding back into financial trouble once the Emergency Manager’s term is up?



Bridge Magazine writer Chastity Pratt Dawsey explores these questions in a report for the newest Bridge Magazine. 
Chastity, welcome back to the show!

Stateside: The New State Budget -- Money for "Law and Order"
Broadcast on 2014-07-10 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  We wrap up our week-long review of the new 
53-billion dollar state budget. Today: the money for "law and order".



Detroit Free Press Lansing reporter Kathy Gray is here:



Kathy...does the new budget have more or less money to fight crime than last year?

Michigan Radio News: Congressman Dave Camp’s Decision to Step Down Causes Scramble Among Potential Candidates
Broadcast on 2014-07-30 at 5:19AM, 7:19AM and 4:20PM; Duration 06:19.  Mid Michigan congressman Dave 
Camp�s decision to step down from the seat he�s held for two decades sparked a battle between different factions of 
the Republican Party. 



Next Tuesday�the voters will likely decide which one will hold the seat.

Michigan Radio News: Michigan Voters to Decide the Fate of Proposal One
Broadcast on 2014-07-31 at 5:20PM; and on 2014-08-01 at 6:35AM and 8:35AM; Duration 03:47.  Until recently, 
businesses in Michigan had to pay taxes on almost all their equipment. Not surprisingly, they didn�t like this tax.



The state Legislature has done its part to phase out the Personal Property Tax.



But as Michigan Public Radio�s Rick Pluta reports, the rest is up to voters when they decide the fate of Proposal One 
on Tuesday�s ballot.

Michigan Watch: The Relatively Quiet Gubernatorial Campaign
Broadcast on 2014-08-08 at 6:35AM and 8:35AM; Duration 03:51.  Several political campaigns during the 
primaries got very nasty. 



Things haven�t been quite so nasty in the governor�s race�at least not yet.



Lester Graham with Michigan Watch sat down with Bridge magazine�s Truth Squad to talk about the relatively quiet 
race for governor.
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8. Government (Continued):

Stateside: Election Year TV Ads from Outside Groups - Who are These Groups?
Broadcast on 2014-07-28 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  It�s an election year and with election years 
come lots of television ads and that means lots of money. And every time we think the influence of money cannot 
get worse, it actually does get worse.



This year for every dollar spent by a Michigan candidate in campaign ads, outside groups spend $3.50. That means 
in the first half of this year of the $18 million spent on campaign TV ads, $14 million of that came from outside 
money.



Joining us to talk about that is Rich Robinson with Michigan Campaign Finance Network�

�and Todd Spangler with the Detroit Free Press.

Rich let�s start with $14 million in TV ads from outside groups. Who are these groups?

Stateside: Candidates for the Primary Election (August 5) in Michigan
Broadcast on 2014-07-29 at 12:00PM; Duration: 12:00.  But first...A week from today... August 5th... it’s Primary 
Election day in Michigan. Lately I�ve been reading � well � not just about who is on the ballot, but who is not on the 
ballot. And about the mediocrity of some of those candidates.



Joining me now are Nolan Finley, the Editorial Page Editor at the Detroit News� and Jack Lessenberry, Michigan 
Radio�s political analyst. Hi gentlemen.

State of Opportunity: Call-in Show - How Violence Affects Kids and Communities and why it Matters for all of us
Broadcast on 2014-07-31 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 53:00.  This hour we’re talking about violence...how it 
affects kids and communities and why it matters for all of us. We’ll find out why it’s so hard to break the cycle of 
violence and learn about the serious developmental impact violence and trauma have on a young brain. We’ll also 
look at what more can be done.



All that�s ahead, this hour, on State of Opportunity from Michigan Radio. But first, the news.

Stateside: Primary Day for Mike Duggan
Broadcast on 2014-08-04 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  Tomorrow is Election Day� primaries across 
the state.



More than 6 million registered voters� and yet some are predicting less than a million will actually head to the polls.



A low turnout election means small things� sometimes even just one thing can have a big impact on how a race turns 
out.



And, in a bunch of closely watched races, Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan is hoping he is that one thing.



Rick Pluta is the Lansing Bureau Chief for the Michigan Public Radio Network and my co-host of It�s Just Politics�

Stateside: Many Political Watchers Expect a Very Low Voter Turnout on Primary Day
Broadcast on 2014-08-05 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  But first...today is Primary Election day in 
Michigan. But, there’s one thing that might be missing from the polls: . . .  voters.



Many political watchers expect very low turnout for the primary. In fact, some say Michigan could see a an all-time 
low number of voters at the polls today.



Jake Neher is Capitol reporter for the Michigan Public Radio Network � Hi Jake!
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

8. Government (Continued):

Stateside: Michigan Primary Results
Broadcast on 2014-08-06 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  But first... we start the show today with a look 
at the results of yesterday’s primary election. Joining me is co-host of Michigan Radio’s It’s Just Politics Zoe Clark. 
Hi Zoe!!

Stateside: Political Robocalls are Exempt from the do-not-call Rules
Broadcast on 2014-08-13 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  It�s that time: the season for political 
campaigning and ceaseless robo-calls.



And those political robocalls are exempt from the do-not-call rules.



Those are the ones that are supposed to protect us from marketing and sales calls.



Aaron Foley is busy finding ways to fight off political robocalls� he’s C-E-O of NOMO-ROBO� Welcome Aaron!

Stateside: Jack Lessenberry on Michigan’s Governor and U-S Senate Races
Broadcast on 2014-08-20 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:00.  But first... we’re about two and a half months away from the 
November general election. And, two big statewide races - the race for Governor and U-S Senate.



We’re seeing plenty of advertisements in the campaigns... but no debates between the candidates.



Michigan Radio’s political commentator Jack Lessenberry is here. 



Jack... fill us in, what is going on???

9. Labor Relations:

Stateside: Millennials are More Pro-union but Aren’t Joining Unions
Broadcast on 2014-08-04 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  In the 1970’s... at the height of its power, the 
U-A-W had more than a million and a half members. 



Today... fewer than 400-thousand.



Some of what’s behind that: an aging union workforce.



But, it’s not just the UAW... as many in the labor movement turn to retirement... unions are looking to rebuild and 
reinvent with younger members.



Roland Zullo is with the Institute for Research on Labor, Employment and the Economy at the University of 
Michigan. 



Roland... we know that younger workers... millennials are more pro-union... and, yet, they’re not joining them... 
what’s behind this?
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10. Legal System/Court Cases:

Michigan Radio News: The Future of Michigan’s ban on Same-sex Marriage is in the Hands of a Federal Appeals Court
Broadcast on 2014-08-07 at 6:35AM and 8:35AM; Duration 04:01.  The future of Michigan�s ban on same-sex 
marriage is in the hands of a federal appeals court. 

	

Michigan was one of four states arguing yesterday before the Sixth Circuit US Court of Appeals in Cincinnati to 
keep their bans in place.



Michigan Public Radio�s Rick Pluta reports.

Stateside: Ken Sikkema on the Privatization of Food Service for Michigan Prisons
Broadcast on 2014-08-12 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  In recent weeks we heard a lot about problems 
with Aramark, the company providing food service to Michigan prisons. The issues ranged from food shortages to 
inappropriate behavior between Aramark staff members and prisoners. 



Now, why did the legislature decide to privatize food service in Michigan� well, it�s because Michigan�s corrections 
budget is now tops 2 billion dollars� in 1980 the corrections budget was 3% of the state budget� in 2013 it soared to 
over 21%...



Here with us now is Ken Sikkema, former Senate Majority Leader and Senior Policy Fellow at Public Sector 
Consultants. Welcome back Ken!

11. Public Health/Medicine:

Jack Lessenberry: What’s Going on in State Politics
Broadcast on 2014-07-23 at 7:51AM; Duration: 04:32.  It’s Wednesday, the morning we speak with Michigan 
Radio’s Political Analyst Jack Lessenberry about what’s going on in state politics.



There were contradictory rulings yesterday concerning tax subsidies that help some people buy health coverage 
through the Affordable Care Act.



What do the rulings mean?

Stateside: A Shortage of Physicians Prompts the Michigan Legislature to Consider a Bill for Advance Practice Registered Nurses
Broadcast on 2014-07-28 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  We have a shortage of physicians. Blame it on 
aging baby boomers. Blame it in part on more people being insured under Obamacare. The doctor shortage is only 
going to get worse in the future.



That�s prompted the Michigan legislature to consider a bill that would allow advanced practice registered nurses to 
do some of the things that only doctors are allowed to do right now.



With us to talk about that is the Dean of the University of Michigan School of Nursing, Kathleen Potempa.



I want to understand this better. Give me an example of what nurses might be able to do if this legislation passes?]

12. Social Policy/Welfare:

State of Opportunity: Call-in Show - How Violence Affects Kids and Communities and why it Matters for all of us
Broadcast on 2014-07-31 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 53:00.  This hour we’re talking about violence...how it 
affects kids and communities and why it matters for all of us. We’ll find out why it’s so hard to break the cycle of 
violence and learn about the serious developmental impact violence and trauma have on a young brain. We’ll also 
look at what more can be done.



All that�s ahead, this hour, on State of Opportunity from Michigan Radio. But first, the news.
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13. Transportation:

Stateside: The US Government’s Highway Trust Fund in Trouble
Broadcast on 2014-07-02 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  But first...there was much anger and 
disappointment last month when state lawmakers failed to figure out a way to fund badly-needed road repairs before 
leaving for their summer break.



Now we’ve learned, there’s road funding trouble ahead in Washington DC.



You see, Federal gas taxes go into a great big piggy bank.

It’s called the Highway Trust Fund. 



The money is handed out to states in the form of road construction payments.



Michigan gets more than a billion dollars a year from this federal trust fund.



But THAT could come to a screeching halt before the summer is out.



Mlive’s Jonathon Oosting joins us now to explain why: Jonathon, what’s up with Uncle Sam’s Highway Trust 
Fund?

Stateside: The New State Budget -- Roads and Transportation
Broadcast on 2014-07-09 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  But first...continuing our week-long look at the 
new state budget: more than 53 billion dollars, affecting every aspect of life in Michigan.



Today: everybody’s sore subject: roads and transportation!



Crain’s Detroit Business Capitol reporter Chris Gautz is here:



Chris, we KNOW what we AREN’T getting: the billion dollars the Governor says it’ll take to fix Michigan’s roads!

Stateside: A Bipartisan Group of State Senators Meet to Discuss Road Funding
Broadcast on 2014-08-14 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  Well, more money for roads hit a big thud 
earlier this summer at the state Capitol. 



Lawmakers could not compromise on a funding fix. But, now, some legislators are ready to try again.



Jonathan Oosting with Mlive joins us� and Jonathan� lawmakers are on summer recess� but, there is a group of state 
Senators � a bipartisan group, we should note - meeting to talk road-funding. What exactly are they up to?


