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ISSUE ISSUE Description Program Duration Title Post date Content Byline
Agriculture News dealing with 

agricultural business 

news, particularly the 

citrus industry

News 2:17 Farmworker 

Advocates To 

Boycott Wendy's 

In Fort Myers

Thu January 11, 

2018

Farmworker advocates educated locals in Naples this 

week about the history of abuse in the fields. They 

also tried recruiting Farmworker advocates educated 

locals in Naples this week about the history of abuse 

in the fields. They also tried recruiting more people 

to boycott Wendy’s later this month because of 

where the fast food chain gets its produce. 

Farmworker advocates educated locals in Naples this 

week about the history of abuse in the fields. They 

also tried recruiting more people to boycott 

Wendy’s later this month because of where the fast 

food chain gets its produce. 

Lupe Gonzalo is with the Coalition of Immokalee 

Workers, or CIW. At the Unitarian Universalist 

Church of Greater Naples, she told a few dozen 

people that farmworker protections in Florida, and 

now in six other states, have come a long way.

Jessica 

Meszaros

Agriculture News dealing with 

agricultural business 

news, particularly the 

citrus industry

Gulf Coast 

Live

15:40 We Celebrate 

National 

Strawberry Day

Tue February 

27, 2018

Florida produces the majority of the nation's 

domestic winter strawberry crop, so we're marking 

National Strawberry Day with with Dr. Vance 

Whitaker, an associate professor of horticultural 

sciences at the University of Florida Institute of Food 

and Agricultural Sciences. Whitaker, who leads the 

UF/IFAS strawberry breeding program, will discuss 

the breeding program's long history, and the role 

strawberries play in the state’s agriculture industry.

Mike Kiniry



Agriculture News dealing with 

agricultural business 

news, particularly the 

citrus industry

Gulf Coast 

Live

29:1 Exploring Citrus 

Genealogy

Tue February 

13, 2018

A global group of scientists has traced the 

evolutionary history of Florida’s signature crop up to 

8 million years into the past to the Himalayas of 

Southeast Asia. Through analyses of 60 types of 

citrus whose genomes they sequenced, scientists 

identified 10 natural citrus species, according to 

their new study, just published in the journal Nature. 

We’re joined by a UF professor who co-authored the 

study, Fred Gmitter, to learn more about the 

implications of this research.

Mike Kiniry

Agriculture News dealing with 

agricultural business 

news, particularly the 

citrus industry

Gulf Coast 

Live

13:04 March 20 is 

National Ag Day

Tue March 20, 

2018

Today marks the 45th annual National Ag Day, a 

time to reflect on where our food comes from.

But, the University of Florida Institute of Food and 

Agricultural Sciences works every day to raise 

agricultural awareness, not only in the state of 

Florida but across the nation as well.

Libbie Johnson is an agricultural agent for the 

UF/IFAS extension in Escambia County. She joins 

Gulf Coast Live to talk about how, without 

agriculture, we'd be "hungry, naked and homeless."

Rachel 

Iacovone
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Arts Local Arts news, including 

music, books, and fine 

arts

Gulf Coast 

Live

28:30 Cobress EP: 

â€œStage 

Stompâ€•

Thu March 29, 

2018

Members of the Fort Myers-based band Cobress  join 

us to mark the release of their first EP, “Stage 

Stomp .”  The music of Cobress delivers a fierce 

energy with their unique fusion of punk, heavy rock, 

garage, industrial and electronica.  Their high-energy 

live performances include jumping, screaming, 

howling and even a bit of burlesque, evoking 

everything from rage to arousal.  The band consists 

of Frankie Colt (guitarist/vocalist), Colin 

O’Brien (bassist/vocalist), Louis Calavera 

(drums/percussion) 

and Xid (guitarist/keyboard/programmer).  We’ll sit 

down with the husband and wife team of Frankie 

Colt and Colin O’Brien ahead of their EP release 

performance March 29 at HOWL Gallery.

John Davis

Arts Local Arts news, including 

music, books, and fine 

arts

Gulf Coast 

Live

25:06 American 

Virtuosi Preview 

and Performance

Thu March 29, 

2018

The Sidney & Berne Davis Art Center in Fort Myers 

presents the grand finale of this season’s Chamber 

Concert Series March 30-31 with the American 

Virtuosi Concert and American Virtuosi Gala.  These 

events, now in their tenth year, will feature chamber 

music from several of today’s top classical music 

performers including violinist Peter Winograd, 

cellist Andres Diaz and pianist Wendy Chen. 

 Saturday’s Gala event includes a four-course meal 

prepared by G3 Catering and serves as a fundraiser 

for the Art Center’s Eclectic Education programs.  

We’ll get a preview of the events and hear live 

classical performances from special guest 

artists Anton Miller (violinist) and Rita 

Porfiris (violist).  We’ll also hear from violist and 

Executive Director/CEO of the Sidney & Berne Davis 

Art Center Jim Griffith.

John Davis



Arts Local Arts news, including 

music, books, and fine 

arts

Gulf Coast 

Live

48:47 Suwannee Swing 

Saloon Live in 

Studio

Thu March 22, 

2018

The Southwest Florida-based band Suwannee Swing 

Saloon transforms WGCU’s studio into a western 

swing revival with a live performance of the dynamic 

string band’s mix of western swing, classic country, 

blues and jazz tunes.  The group recently made their 

debut at the Marco Island Center for the Arts and 

performs at Point Ybel Brewing Company in Fort 

Myers tonight (March 22) at 7:00 p.m.   We’ll hear 

from band members Hunter Dahlen, Kathryn Fox, 

Jonathan Ingram and Robert Kissinger.

John Davis

Arts Local Arts news, including 

music, books, and fine 

arts

Gulf Coast 

Live

12:33 Theatre 

Conspiracy 

Presents George 

Brantâ€™s 

â€œGroundedâ€•

Fri March 16, 

2018

Theatre Conspiracy begins productions of George 

Brant’s one-woman play, “Grounded ,” next week at 

the Alliance for the Arts in Fort Myers.  The play tells 

the story of a U.S. Air Force Pilot struggling to adjust 

to her new life after a pregnancy takes her from 

soaring the cockpit of a fighter jet to a windowless 

trailer in the Nevada desert hunting terrorists by 

piloting drones.  The story challenges audiences’ 

assumptions about war and family.  We hear from 

the play’s star, actress Katie Pankowand director Bill 

Taylor.

John Davis



Arts Local Arts news, including 

music, books, and fine 

arts

Gulf Coast 

Live

27:22 Theatre 

Conspiracy 

Presents Henrik 

Isbenâ€™s â€œA 

Dollâ€™s 

Houseâ€•

Thu March 8, 

2018

Theatre Conspiracy at the Alliance for the Arts in 

Fort Myers is currently running productions of 

Henrik Isben’s play, “A Doll’s House,” through March 

11.  The production, set in a Norwegian town in the 

late 1800s, goes behind the façade of an ideal 

marriage and challenges audiences to consider the 

cultural limitations placed on women at the time 

and the stifling lack of opportunities available to 

women.  The play questions the roles of men and 

women in a traditional 19th century marriage, which 

to audiences at the time was controversial and even 

scandalous.  We’ll learn more about the production 

and the true-life story that inspired Isben to write it 

in a conversation with director Anne Dodd, and 

actress Dena Galyean who stars as Nora in the play.  

We’ll also explore the themes and conflicts of this 

1879 classic through the lense of contemporary 

society.

John Davis

Arts Local Arts news, including 

music, books, and fine 

arts

Gulf Coast 

Live

24:16 Actress/Artist 

Jane Seymour 

Comes to Naples

Thu March 8, 

2018

Emmy and Golden Globe-winning actress Jane 

Seymour is widely known for her work on the stage 

and screen including roles in the James Bond film 

“Live and Let Die ,” and the television series, “Dr. 

Quinn, Medicine Woman ,” but over the past 25 

years, she’s emerged as a celebrated visual artist as 

well, creating intimate watercolor and vibrant oil 

paintings.  She also enjoys success as a designer 

including creating costumes and set designs for 

the Houston Ballet.  We’ll talk with Seymour ahead 

of her appearances March 10th and 11th at 

the Mercato in Naples for an exhibition of her work 

organized by Road Show Company.  The exhibition 

will also include works by Seymour’s son, Sean 

Michael Flynn.  Flynn is an internationally acclaimed 

fine art photographer and filmmaker.

John Davis



Arts Local Arts news, including 

music, books, and fine 

arts

Amy 

Bennett 

Williams

5:00 Charlie 

McCullough 

Photography

Fri February 9, 

2018

This week, we pay homage to the late 

photographer Charlie McCullough.  A retrospective 

exhibition of his work opened Feb. 8 at Tower 

Gallery on Sanibel Island and the Community 

House on Sanibel will host a screening of a 

documentary about McCullough and his work titled, 

“Postcards & Photos from Sanibel – the 

Sequel ” on March 19.

John Davis

Arts Local Arts news, including 

music, books, and fine 

arts

Gulf Coast 

Live

28:57:00 Madame 

Christine Argillet 

on Salvador Dali

Thu February 8, 

2018

Paintings by the famous surrealist Salvador Dali are 

well known throughout the world, as was the late 

artist’s reputation for eccentric behavior, but what 

was Dali like behind the scenes?  We will talk 

with Madame Christine Argillet, whose father, Pierre 

Argillet, was Dali’s close friend and publisher for 

roughly half a century.  As a result, Madame Argillet 

had the unique experience of spending her 

childhood summers from age 6 to 17 living next door 

to the iconic artist in Port Lligat, Catalonia, Spain.  

John Davis

Arts Local Arts news, including 

music, books, and fine 

arts

Gulf Coast 

Live

37:18 Singer/Songwrite

r Kyle Anne 

Duggan and Six 

Fingers Studios

Thu February 1, 

2018

We’ll be treated to the sultry vocal stylings of 

Southwest Florida singer, songwriter, guitarist, 

composer and arranger Kyle Anne Duggan as she 

performs live in studio!  Duggan’s EP, “Florida ,” was 

released in 2017.  In addition to her regular 

performances at venues throughout the region, 

Duggan will be featured, Feb. 2, at an open house 

recording session at the Sidney & Berne Davis Art 

Center’s newly opened Six Fingers Studios in 

downtown Fort Myers. 

John Davis

Arts Local Arts news, including 

music, books, and fine 

arts

Gulf Coast 

Live

18:06 Bonita Springs 

International 

Film Festival

Thu January 18, 

2018

The Bonita Springs International Film Festival comes 

to the Center for the Arts Bonita Springs Jan. 25-28.  

The festival includes screenings of more than 70 

films from around the world including narrative, 

documentary, animation and short films.  Festival 

goers can also participate in workshops, 

demonstrations, Q & A sessions with filmmakers, 

writers, directors and actors. 

John Davis



Arts Local Arts news, including 

music, books, and fine 

arts

Gulf Coast 

Live

37:00 Jerry Uelsmann 

Exhibition Opens 

at the Bob 

Rauschenberg 

Gallery

Thu January 11, 

2018

World-renowned photographer Jerry 

Uelsmann comes to Southwest Florida for the 

opening of a retrospective exhibition of his work at 

the Bob Rauschenberg Gallery at Florida 

Southwestern State College.  Uelsmann is known for 

the complex darkroom techniques he pioneered in 

the 1950s and 60s to create his surreal images and is 

regarded as the pre-digital master of composite 

imagery and photomontage. With more than 75 

original photographs, including some never-before-

seen works, this will mark one of the largest 

retrospective exhibitions of Uelsmann’s 

photography in recent years.  The artist himself joins 

us in studio ahead of his lecture at the opening 

reception to the exhibition on Jan. 11, along with 

Rauschenberg Gallery Director of Exhibitions and 

Collections, Jade Dellinger.

John Davis

Arts Local Arts news, including 

music, books, and fine 

arts

Gulf Coast 

Live

41:31 Violet Bell 

Returns to 

Southwest 

Florida

Thu January 11, 

2018

The soulful, bluesy and haunting folk-rock sounds 

of Violet Bell are making their way back to 

Southwest Florida for a series of concerts in the 

region.  The Durham, North Carolina-based music 

duo is currently on tour promoting their debut 

album, “Dream the Wheel ,” with an anticipated 

second album coming out some time in 2018.  Violet 

Bell’s sound is difficult to categorize into a single 

genre with musical influences ranging from Fiona 

Apple and PJ Harvey to Otis Redding, Debussy the 

Velvet Underground  and Yo La Tengo.

John Davis



Arts Local Arts news, including 

music, books, and fine 

arts

Gulf Coast 

Live

26:49 Southwest 

Florida 

Symphony

Thu January 4, 

2018

The Southwest Florida Symphony in Fort Myers 

serves as Lee County’s professional orchestra and is 

one of the oldest symphony orchestras on Florida’s 

Gulf Coast.  The ensemble’s musicians have been 

providing a broad range of classical performances to 

local audiences for more than half a century and the 

group is wasting no time kicking off the New Year 

with the latest installment of their ‘Masterworks ’ 

concert series this Friday, Jan. 6 at the Barbara B. 

Mann Performing Arts Hall.

John Davis

Arts Local Arts news, including 

music, books, and fine 

arts

Gulf Coast 

Live

19:41 Special Effects 

Artist Wayne 

Anderson

Thu February 

22, 2018

We're sitting down with special effects artist Wayne 

Andersonin advance of his talk and workshop 

at the  Bower School of Music and the Arts at Florida 

Gulf Coast University.  Originally from Naples, 

Anderson has worked onStranger Things, Jurassic 

World, the Ghostbusters Reboot, IT, Bright and a 

slew of other movies.

Mike Kiniry

Arts Local Arts news, including 

music, books, and fine 

arts

Gulf Coast 

Live

36:05 Meet Paula 

Poundstone

Thu February 

22, 2018

We're joined by comedienne Paula Poundstone, 

probably best known by public radio listeners as one 

of the most beloved recurring guests on the NPR 

News Quiz, Wait Wait...Don’t Tell Me! We’ll pick her 

brain in advance of her show on on March 3rd at 

the Barbara B. Mann Performing Arts Hall in Fort 

Myers.

Mike Kiniry

Arts Local Arts news, including 

music, books, and fine 

arts

Gulf Coast 

Live

29:17 Becoming Helen 

Keller

Tue February 

20, 2018

We're joined by Liza Jayne Longenhagen, she's 

starring as Helen Keller in Florida Repertory 

Theatre's current production of The Miracle Worker. 

She got her start earlier this year playing Scout in the 

theatre's production of To Kill a Mockingbird. As part 

of her research for the role, the fifth grader took a 

trip to the Florida School for the Deaf and Blind in St. 

Augustine with actress Betsy Hogg, who is playing 

her teacher Anne Sullivan in the show, as well as the 

play's director Maureen Heffernan. Both Hogg and 

Heffernan will join the show as well.

Mike Kiniry



Arts Local Arts news, including 

music, books, and fine 

arts

Gulf Coast 

Live

56:30 FGCU's Jazz 

Quartet Live in 

Studio

Mon January 29, 

2018

We’ve got an hour of live music lined up in our 

performance studio. We’re joined by Florida Gulf 

Coast University’s Director of Jazz Studies, Brandon 

Robertson, and the school’s jazz quartet, which 

features Alec Prorock on trumpet, Jonathan Ingram 

on bass, Joel Law on piano, and Miguel Azcuy on 

drums. We’ll meet the musicians and learn about 

their backgrounds and side projects…and we’ll 

explore where jazz fits into the modern music scene.

Mike Kiniry

Arts Local Arts news, including 

music, books, and fine 

arts

Gulf Coast 

Live

34:00 Myra Roberts 

â€œDream 

Peaceâ€• 

Exhibition

Thu January 18, 

2018

Acclaimed Sanibel Island artist, social activist 

and WGCU Maker, Myra Roberts, joins us as we 

explore works in her newest exhibition, “Dream 

Peace ,” which runs Feb. 2-24 at the Sidney & Berne 

Davis Art Center in downtown Fort Myers.  This 

eclectic exhibit features works about social injustice 

and the current political atmosphere as well as that 

of the World War II era, including portraits and 

sculptures of Holocaust survivors. It will also include 

testimonial interviews from those who lived through 

the Holocaust presented in multimedia works 

Roberts describes as “talking suitcases.”

Mike Kiniry

Arts Local Arts news, including 

music, books, and fine 

arts

Gulf Coast 

Live

5:30 A Nuyorican 

Childâ€™s 

Christmas In 

Vieques (My First 

Tropical 

Christmas)

Thu January 4, 

2018

Christmas Day has come and gone, but the 12th day 

of Christmas, January 6th, has even more weight in 

some cultures. Epiphany, or Three Kings Day, a 

traditional Catholic holiday is celebrated on the 6th 

of January through much of Latin America -- and 

arguably, most so, on the island of Puerto Rico. 

Sanibel poet Joe Pachecobrings us this piece 

remembering his first tropical Christmas.

Mike Kiniry
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Arts Local Arts news, including 

music, books, and fine 

arts

Gulf Coast 

Live

53:32 Nathan Hill: 

Author of 'The 

Nix'

Wed January 3, 

2018

We'll sit down for the hour with Nathan Hill. The 

Naples-based novelist's first book, "The Nix," took 

the literary world by storm in 2016. We'll ask him 

what the onslaught of literary fame has been like, 

and how it felt to learn that great American novelist 

John Irving had compared his work to Charles 

Dickens. Nathan Hill will participate in The Famous 

Author Lecture Series at the Sidney and Berne Davis 

Art Center in downtown Fort Myers on Monday, 

January 8.

Mike Kiniry

Arts Local Arts news, including 

music, books, and fine 

arts

Gulf Coast 

Live

40:27 Hemingway's 

Havana

Tue March 13, 

2018

We’re joined by author Robert Wheeler to discuss 

his book, Hemingway’s Havana: A Reflection of the 

Writer’s Life in Cuba. The book captures the essence 

of Ernest Hemingway’s time in Cuba through 

beautiful and vibrant photographs and prose. It tells 

the story of why Hemingway felt most at home in 

Cuba, and illustrates the beauty of the people and 

the island-setting that most inspired him.

Mike Kiniry

Arts Local Arts news, including 

music, books, and fine 

arts

Gulf Coast 

Live

14:54 Arts Funding Cut 

and One Arts 

Leader Says 

Thatâ€™s Bad for 

Business

Thu March 15, 

2018

As WGCU News has been reporting this week, the 

Florida Legislature’s newly approved budget includes 

severe cuts to cultural affairs programing. The new 

nearly $89 billion dollar budget would almost 

completely defund the Culture Builds grant program 

from the Division of Cultural Affairs.  The division 

was already receiving only about one-15th of one 

percent of the state budget in past years. That’s 0.06 

percent, rounding up. Lydia Black is the executive 

director of the nonprofit Alliance for the Arts in Fort 

Myers. She joins Gulf Coast Live to talk about how 

this could impact not only local arts offerings but 

also the economic impact outside of the arts — in 

areas like tourism and mental health.

Rachel 

Iacovone



Arts Local Arts news, including 

music, books, and fine 

arts

Gulf Coast 

Live

25:48 Fort Myers Film 

Festival is Next 

Week â€” And a 

New Production 

at Theatre 

Consiracy â€” We 

Preview Both

Thu March 15, 

2018

The 8th annual Fort Myers Film Festival kicks off next 

week. The five-day festival features independent 

films in a broad range of genres, including the 

premiere showing of the rock documentary “Melody 

Makers,” about the rise and fall of the world’s first 

influential music publication, and a new 

documentary about U.S. Supreme Court Justice Ruth 

Bader Ginsburg ahead of its theatrical release later 

this year. Festival founder and director, Eric Raddatz, 

joins Gulf Coast Live along with Barrie Wentzell who 

is featured in the festival’s opening night screening 

of the rock documentary, “Melody Makers,” about 

the rise and fall of the world’s first influential music 

publication.  Wentzell served as chief contributing 

photographer for “Melody Maker Magazine” from 

1965 to 1975.

John Davis

Arts Local Arts news, including 

music, books, and fine 

arts

Gulf Coast 

Live

23:26 200 Years Later, 

'Frankenfest' 

Celebrates Real 

Story of 

Frankenstein

Wed February 

14, 2018

2018 marks the bicentennial of the publication of 

Mary Shelley's "Frankenstein; Or, The Modern 

Prometheus," and Southwest Florida is marking the 

anniversary with a celebration to honor the 

enduring relevance of the novel 200 years later. 

Frankenfest is a series of events at New College of 

Florida in Sarasota, including discussions, movies, 

lectures, a concert, a play and even a computer 

game-writing marathon. English Professor Miriam 

Wallace is the driving force behind Frankenfest. She 

joins Gulf Coast Live to discuss the upcoming 

festivities as well as give some insight into the many 

misconceptions people have about Dr. 

Frankenstein's so-called "monster."

Rachel 

Iacovone



Arts Local Arts news, including 

music, books, and fine 

arts

Gulf Coast 

Live

26:47 Southwest 

Florida 

Symphony Brings 

Brahms v. 

Radiohead To 

Fort Myers

Thu March 1, 

2018

We twist classical music with modern popular music 

for a trip to the upcoming Southwest Florida 

Symphonyperformance “Brahms vs. Radiohead” 

which will be this Saturday. This performance will 

combine all four movements of Brahms’s First 

Symphony (1887) with Radiohead’s album “OK 

Computer” (1997) complete with vocals. We'll talk 

with the composer of the symphonic mash-up, 

Steven Hackman, about what inspired him to 

combine music from different centuries, and we'll 

speak with Amy Ginsburg, the local symphony 

director, who heard the music and thought, “I want 

that to come to Southwest Florida.”

John Davis

Arts Local Arts news, including 

music, books, and fine 

arts

Gulf Coast 

Live

25:33 Art Walks the 

Runway

Thu March 1, 

2018

Fashion takes center stage at the seventh annual 

“Art Walks the Runway” next week at the Sidney & 

Berne Davis Art Center in Fort Myers. The event 

includes three days of music, dance performances, a 

contortionist, and of course, visually stunning 

runway shows featuring couture from both 

international and local designers. The event runs 

March 8-10 and will feature hot new designs 

from Vivre Couture, Marmar Halim, Diana 

Couture and Usama Ishtay. Local boutiques and 

designers will also be featured 

including Forema, Saratoga Sundress, Hollie’s 

Boutique and local artist Frankie Colt’s new line, 

Cobra Empire. We’ll get an inside look at the 

upcoming event with host and producer Melissa 

Tschari DeHaven.

John Davis

Education School,  student, and 

educational news

News 1:29 Workshops In 

Florida Aim To 

Help Businesses 

Recover Months 

After Hurricane 

Irma

Mon February 

12, 2018

It’s been nearly five months since Hurricane Irma hit 

Florida. This week and next, an economic recovery 

workshop is traveling across the state, seeing what 

counties and small businesses need to help them 

bounce back and how to better handle the next 

disaster.

Quincy J 

Walters



Education School,  student, and 

educational news

News 4:56 Immokalee Teens 

Earn Scholarship 

Money Through 

Mentor/Tutor 

Program

Mon March 26, 

2018

High school students in Immokalee, who are on the 

college track, are earning scholarship dollars by 

tutoring elementary school kids in their community. 

As part of the program, the teenagers also have 

adult mentors who advise them throughout their 

adolescence.  A handful of second graders surround 

14-year-old Emily Deleon, a freshman at Immokalee 

High School. She tutors Pine Crest Elementary kids, 

and other grade school children around Immokalee, 

after school every day.

Jessica 

Meszaros

Education School,  student, and 

educational news

Gulf Coast 

Live

32:30 Rape Culture: 

Zines & 

Artistsâ€™ Books

Thu January 25, 

2018

We delve into the works featured in a provocative 

new exhibit through Florida Gulf Coast University 

Library Archives and Special Collections...

John Davis

Education School,  student, and 

educational news

News 1:22 Nonprofit Needs 

Mentors For 

Immokalee Teens 

Who Tutor Kids

Thu January 18, 

2018

The nonprofit Guadalupe Center in Collier County is 

recruiting more mentors for Immokalee high school 

students next week. And as part of a dual-

mentorship program, the high schoolers then tutor 

“at risk” elementary school kids in their community. 

The organization is doing its annual fall scouting for 

mentors to help Immokalee high schoolers who are 

on track for college. Through the center, these 

teenagers also have paid part-time jobs tutoring kids 

between kindergarten and second grade after 

school.

Jessica 

Meszaros

Education School,  student, and 

educational news

Gulf Coast 

Live

44:49 FGCU President 

Mike Martin's 

North Korea 

Connection

Mon March 26, 

2018

When President George W. Bush asked New Mexico 

Governor Bill Richardson to travel North Korea on a 

diplomatic mission he took a group of experts with 

him. One person who joined that delegation was 

Florida Gulf Coast University President Mike Martin, 

who was the education expert. We’ll sit down with 

President Martin to learn more about his time in 

North Korea, and what insights he brought back with 

him. We’ll also get an update on how the university 

fared during the 2018 Florida Legislative Session.

Mike Kiniry



History Segments recounting 

local history

News 1:51 Native American 

Burial Site Found 

In Gulf Waters

Fri March 2, 

2018

A 7,000-year-old indigenous burial site was 

discovered in the Gulf of Mexico near Venice. The 

finding shows this kind of preservation can exist on 

the continental shelf, surviving hurricanes and sea 

level rise. About two years ago in gulf waters, a 

recreational diver found the Native American burial 

site now being called Manasota Key Offshore, or 

MKO. The Florida Department of State just 

announced the discovery and the research. Ryan 

Duggins is the underwater archaeology supervisor 

with the department. He says this area seems to 

have been a freshwater pond more than seven 

thousand years ago.

Jessica 

Meszaros

Environment Coverage of 

environmental news, 

particularly water news

Gulf Coast 

Live

23:35 German 

Journalist Kayaks 

Great Calusa 

Blueway As Part 

Of Nationwide 

Project

Mon February 

12, 2018

A German journalist recently kayaked about a 

hundred miles along the Great Calusa Blueway in 

Lee County over a span of nine days. Dirk 

Rohrbach did this as part of his multimedia project 

called, “50 States- A Journey into America.” He’s 

documenting an adventure in each state with a 

videographer. Rohrbach was a physician and radio 

journalist in Germany. He’s also published in 

National Geographic. 

Jessica 

Meszaros

Environment Coverage of 

environmental news, 

particularly water news

News 1:37 Florida Power 

And Light Pushes 

For Solar 

Powered Future

Mon February 

12, 2018

Florida Power and Light commissioned the 

Wildflower Solar Energy Center in Desoto County 

late last week. It’s one of four new solar power 

plants that FPL opened on Jan. 1 of this year. FPL 

says their push towards solar power is a move that 

they’re making with customers in mind. With eight 

new solar plants having just been built, FPL’s 

Stephen Heiman says those plants are expected to 

generate a lifetime savings of 109 million dollars for 

customers.

Mark Pierre



Environment Coverage of 

environmental news, 

particularly water news

News 2:32 State Officials 

Are Now 

Monitoring Pine 

Island Arsenic 

Contamination

Mon February 

12, 2018

High arsenic levels on Pine Island prompted the state 

to get involved in Lee County's cleanup process. That 

came out of the most recent County Conservation 

20/20 Committee meeting last week. \The 

committee buys and manages preserved lands 

throughout Lee County. High levels of arsenic are 

detected on one of their properties right now: Pine 

Island Flatwoods Preserve in Saint James City. 

Recent groundwater tests show the arsenic reaching 

as high as 30 times over the federal limit. Now the 

Florida Department of Environmental Protection 

sent a letter to the 20/20 Committee requesting a sit-

down meeting to discuss the group's plans for 

monitoring and possibly removing the arsenic. The 

agency also wants the committee to do a site 

assessment based on the Florida Administrative 

Code. Cathy Olson is the conservation lands 

manager.

Jessica 

Meszaros



Environment Coverage of 

environmental news, 

particularly water news

News 1:23 U.S. Wildlife 

Officials Propose 

Endangered 

Status For Florida 

Crayfish

Wed January 3, 

2018

Federal wildlife officials proposed Tuesday to protect 

a crayfish only found in Bay County under the 

Endangered Species Act.  The Panama City crayfish is 

only about 2 inches long, it’s tan-colored and has red 

dots on its head. There are only 13 populations 

found in Bay County with less than 100 crustaceans 

in each habitat. Tierra Curry, senior scientist with the 

Center for Biological Diversity, says all the Panama 

City crayfish historically lived together in wetlands of 

the Pine Flatwood Forest, but then they were 

separated as the land was developed. "The crayfish 

have been pushed into these little habitats like 

ditches and swells," she says.  Curry says these 

crustaceans are important for multiple reasons. They 

create burrows that other species use, like insects 

and frogs. The crustaceans are also part of the food 

web— fish, birds and mammals eat them. And 

they’re herbivores that eat decaying vegetation in 

the water, essentially cleaning it. “So protecting 

crayfish ultimately protects clean water for people," 

says Curry.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

recently proposed classifying the crayfish as a 

protected endangered species. Curry says there will 

now be a public comment period, then scientists will 

weigh-in, and then she expects the Panama City 

crayfish to be federally protected in about a year.

Jessica 

Meszaros

Environment Coverage of 

environmental news, 

particularly water news

Amy 

Bennett 

Williams

5:43 Barren ENCORE Fri March 23, 

2018

Any long-time reader or listener of News-Press 

storyteller Amy Bennett Williams knows that her 

rural Alva homestead contains a motley mix of 

animals including a donkey, geese, horses, ducks, 

dogs, chickens, cats, and guinea fowl to name a few.  

Perhaps one of the more unusual residents is a goat 

named, “Barren,” who has both male and female 

biological markers. 

John Davis



Environment Coverage of 

environmental news, 

particularly water news

Gulf Coast 

Live

24:05 Floridaâ€™s 2018 

Legislative 

Session:  Eye on 

Environmental 

Issues

Mon March 19, 

2018

The results of Florida’s 2018 Legislative Session, 

which ended earlier this month, were a mixed bag 

when it comes to priorities for the state’s 

environmental advocates.  Governor Rick Scott’s 

budget priorities prior to the start of session came 

out strongly in favor of environmental issues, and in 

the end lawmakers appropriated $100 million for 

the state’s primary conservation land-buying 

program, “Florida Forever .”  Although that amount 

is less than what environmental advocates had been 

hoping for, it is still an improvement over the zero 

dollars allocated to the program in 2017.  

Meanwhile, a proposed ban on hydraulic fracturing, 

or ‘fracking’,(HB237 /SB462) went down in defeat 

for another year.  Lawmakers also approved a 

measure (SB1402/HB7043) that transfers wetland 

protection authority in the federal Clean Water Act 

away from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and 

into the hands of the Florida Department of 

Environmental Protection.  Proponents say the move 

clears away unnecessary red tape for development 

permitting, but opponents worry it will reduce 

environmental review and protections for the state’s 

sensitive wetlands.  We’ll get perspective 

from Audubon Florida’s interim Executive 

Director Julie Wraithmell and the Conservancy of 

Southwest Florida’s Environmental Policy 

Director Nicole Johnson.

John Davis



Environment Coverage of 

environmental news, 

particularly water news

Amy 

Bennett 

Williams

3:44 Southwest 

Florida Seasons 

ENCORE

Fri March 16, 

2018

For the past few months, we've heard about our 

neighbors to the north struggling with great 

snowstorms and bone chilling temperatures. It 

serves as a reminder of just how different our 

seasons are here in Southwest Florida.  Although we 

lack what many would identify as typical markers of 

the changing seasons, News-Press storyteller Amy 

Bennett Williams notes that here in the subtropics, 

the flora and fauna provide their own signs of the 

season.  As she tells us in this week's encore essay, 

Williams has come to and relish them all; just don't 

ask her which season is her favorite.

John Davis

Environment Coverage of 

environmental news, 

particularly water news

Amy 

Bennett 

Williams

4:39 Stone Crabs 

ENCORE

Fri March 9, 

2018

For our neighbors to the north, these' winter 

months are typically associated with things like 

freezing weather and snowfall, but here in the 

subtropics it’s a time to enjoy mild weather and to 

indulge in a tasty Florida delicacy: Stone crabs.  The 

recreational and commercial stone crab harvest 

season began October 15 and runs through May 15. 

While anglers, restaurateurs and diners alike look 

forward to the season, News-Press Story teller Amy 

Bennett Williams says, she’ll take a pass.

John Davis



Environment Coverage of 

environmental news, 

particularly water news

News 1:42 Federal Wetlands 

Protections 

Threatened by 

Bill Advancing in 

FL Legislature

Fri February 16, 

2018

A Florida Senate committee, Wednesday, advanced 

a bill (SB 1402) which aims to place a longstanding 

federal program that protects wetlands through the 

Clean Water Act under state control. Right now, 

under the federal Clean Water Act, the U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers holds permitting authority when 

it comes to proposed developments on 

environmentally sensitive wetlands in Florida.  This 

designation is known as “Dredge and Fill Permitting 

Authority” under Section 404 of the Clean Water 

Act. However, a companion bills moving rapidly in 

both chambers of the Florida Legislature would put 

such decisions in the hands of the state Department 

of Environmental Protection.  Bill sponsor, Sen. 

David Simmons, R-Logwood, said that if approved by 

the EPA, the legislation would eliminate a 

redundancy in the development permitting process 

for freshwater wetlands. 

John Davis

Environment Coverage of 

environmental news, 

particularly water news

News 1:45 Fracking Ban Bill 

Passes First 

Senate 

Committee

Tue February 6, 

2018

Despite early indications that a proposal to ban 

fracking in Florida would not advance in the current 

state legislative session, the bill passed its first 

senate committee Monday.  The bill (SB 462), 

sponsored by Sen. Dana Young, R-Tampa, 

unanimously passed the Senate Environmental and 

Preservation Committee.  The proposal calls for an 

outright ban on “advanced well stimulation 

treatments” including hydraulic fracturing, acid 

fracturing and matrix acidizing.  These well 

stimulation techniques involve breaking up 

underground rock formations by blasting them with 

high-pressure water, acid and other chemicals to 

extract oil and gas. An identical bill stalled during 

last year's state legislative session over concerns that 

to date, there has been no Florida-specific study 

documenting the risks of fracking in the state's 

unique limestone geology.

John Davis



Environment Coverage of 

environmental news, 

particularly water news

Amy 

Bennett 

Williams

4:58 Post-Irma at the 

Koreshan State 

Historic Site

Fri January 5, 

2018

News-Press storyteller Amy Bennett Williams is a 

well-known local history buff, so it should come as 

no surprise that her post-Hurricane Irma damage 

surveyance would include the loss of what are 

perhaps some lesser-known touchstones to our 

region’s history.  For Williams, that includes 

lamenting the loss of an iconic Monkey Puzzle tree 

planted some one hundred years ago at the 

Koreshan Unity settlement site in Estero. This loss 

pales in comparison to what could have been 

destroyed at the Koreshan State Historic Site as well 

as the recovery struggles that many of our friends 

and neighbors are still experiencing, but it is a loss 

nonetheless. Luckily though, this story has a happy 

ending, as Williams tells us in this week’s essay.

John Davis

Environment Coverage of 

environmental news, 

particularly water news

Gulf Coast 

Live

30:07 How Sea Level 

Rise Could Affect 

Southwest 

Florida

Wed January 17, 

2018

Global sea levels have risen about eight inches since 

the beginning of the Industrial Revolution. Scientific 

projections show that global sea levels will continue 

to rise over the course of this century, and while the 

models vary, even low estimates will in many ways 

transform our coastlines. We’re joined by two 

scientists with The Union of Concerned 

Scientists who are in town to present their new 

report called When Rising Seas Hit Home: Hard 

Choices Ahead for Hundreds of US Coastal 

Communities to discuss the implications of sea level 

rise to communities here in Southwest Florida.

Mike Kiniry



Environment Coverage of 

environmental news, 

particularly water news

Gulf Coast 

Live

14:16 Florida Panther 

Update

Wed January 10, 

2018

As we enter 2018 we're taking a look back at how 

the endangered Florida panther population fared 

last year. Biologists say the panther population is 

growing, and that the number of overall 

documented panther deaths was down in 2017 for 

the first time in years. Thirty panthers died last year, 

with 25 killed by motor vehicles. That's down from 

2016's record number of 42 overall deaths with 34 

vehicle kills.  We're joined in studio by Amber 

Crooks, Senior Environmental Policy Specialist with 

the Conservancy of Southwest Florida, to get a sense 

of how the experts feel 2018 will shape up for 

Florida panthers, and explore the panther status 

review the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service is currently 

conducting. 

Mike Kiniry

Environment Coverage of 

environmental news, 

particularly water news

News 1:52 City Of Fort 

Myers Says It Will 

Remove Dunbar 

Sludge

Tue February 

27, 2018

The City of Fort Myers wants to remove lime sludge 

from a plot of land in the Dunbar community. 

Quincy J 

Walters



Environment Coverage of 

environmental news, 

particularly water news

News 4:52 "Put [Lime 

Sludge] In Your 

Neighborhood": 

Dunbar 

Residents 

Dissatisfied With 

City's Dumpsite 

Tests

Fri January 26, 

2018

The City of Fort Myers held an open house Thursday 

night for the residents of Dunbar. The city wanted to 

update the predominately black neighborhood 

about the arsenic found on a plot of land that the 

city used as a dumpsite dating back to the 1960s. An 

environmental consulting firm briefed City Council 

on the matter earlier this month. They told city 

officials that the arsenic present had no chance of 

getting into the city’s drinking water, which is the 

source for water for most homes in Dunbar. Even if 

it did get into the drinking water, the consulting firm 

said that it posed little risk to human health. As 

people entered the Dr. Carrie D. Robinson 

Community Center in Dunbar Thursday evening for 

the city’s open house event, they went into a room 

to view a narrated Power Point presentation about 

the most recent test results. "Arsenic was the metal 

found that exceeded the primary drinking water 

standard," said the narrator. After the presentation, 

participants were free to go to different tables 

helmed by scientists and engineers to talk about 

multiple aspects of the testing process.

Quincy J 

Walters



Environment Coverage of 

environmental news, 

particularly water news

News 1:30 Stone Crab 

Season Sees 

"Significant 

Drop" In Catches

Thu January 4, 

2018

Stone crab claws are considered a delicacy by some 

and for many southwest Florida fisheries, the season 

is a critical money-making time of year.   We’re in 

the heart of stone crab season, which began in 

October and ends in May.  The 2017-2018 season 

started strong, but went to a low point around 

Thanksgiving. Howie Grimm is the owner of Grimm’s 

Stone Crab in Everglades Cit, he’s also the mayor of 

the city. He said the first catches of the stone crab 

season were “really good”. But he's been pulling in 

fewer crabs. “It’s definitely slow compared to the 

beginning," said Grimm. "When you’re dealing with 

something that is wild, they have a mind of they’re 

own. They don’t do what we hope they'd to do.” 

Michelle Kerr, with the Florida Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation Commission, said the latest data from 

November showed a "significant drop" in stone crab 

catches.

Quincy J 

Walters

Environment Coverage of 

environmental news, 

particularly water news

Gulf Coast 

Live

10:37 Bailey Tract 

Hydrological 

Restoration Plan

Wed March 14, 

2018

Starting next month, Bailey Tract, a 100-acre part of 

the J.N. Ding Darling National Wildlife Refuge, will 

close for a hydrological restoration effort. It’s one of 

the lesser-known trails at the preserve. Biologists say 

the plan involves partially filling the Ani Pond, 

reconnecting wetland habitat and other hydrological 

enhancements, to benefit the State-threatened 

Sanibel Island rice rat, as well as marsh birds and 

other species dependent on the marsh habitats. 

We’re joined by Jeremy Conrad, he’s a Senior 

Wildlife Biologist at the refuge.

Mike Kiniry



Environment Coverage of 

environmental news, 

particularly water news

Gulf Coast 

Live

20:00 FGCU's 

Entrepreneurship 

Living-Learning 

Community 

Tue February 6, 

2018

We’re going to learn more about a new and 

innovative way to develop an entrepreneurial 

mindset and spirit among college students. We’ll 

meet two women behind the new Entrepreneurship 

Living-Learning Community that’s starting at Florida 

Gulf Coast University this fall. We’re joined by Dr. 

Sandra Kauanui, Director of the Institute for 

Entrepreneurship and Professor of Management at 

Florida Gulf Coast University, and Annie Stout, who 

teaches management at FGCU. The 

Entrepreneurship Living-Learning Community is 

open to students of all majors who want to develop 

an entrepreneurial mindset. This program will 

provide access to experienced mentors, and the 

ability to take advantage of unique networking 

opportunities. This program will focus on learning 

how to create business models that are 

environmentally and socially sustainable.

Mike Kiniry

Environment Coverage of 

environmental news, 

particularly water news

Gulf Coast 

Live

24:49 Green Chemistry Mon January 29, 

2018

We sit down with Dr. Robin D. Rogers, he's Research 

Professor at University of Alabama, adjunct 

professor at McGill University in Montreal, and 

President, Owner and Founder of 525 Solutions. Dr. 

Rogers recently presented a lecture as part of the 

FGCU College of Arts and Sciences' Lecture Series, 

called "Can Renewable Resources Replace Plastics in 

a Sustainable Society?" 

Mike Kiniry

Environment Coverage of 

environmental news, 

particularly water news

Gulf Coast 

Live

21:21 Writer of 'The 

Sixth Extinction' 

Talks About 

Human Influence 

on Global 

Changes

Tue January 23, 

2018

Are we on the verge of another mass extinction?  

The last one was when the dinosaurs stopped 

roaming the earth, and now scientists fear we’re 

beginning to experience another one. And that is the 

subject of a Pulitzer-Prizewinning book by Elizabeth 

Kolbert entitled, “The Sixth Extinction.” In the book, 

Kolbert presents scientists’ research across flora and 

fauna and their finding that many of the extinctions 

we are seeing now were triggered by human activity.

Mike Kiniry



Environment Coverage of 

environmental news, 

particularly water news

News 0:56 Python Caught 

Eating Deer in 

SWFL

Fri March 2, 

2018

A Burmese python was discovered eating a white-

tailed deer at a state park in Southwest Florida. The 

Conservancy of Southwest Florida has documented 

what is believed to be the largest predator-to-prey 

ratio by a Burmese python. The 11-foot, 31.5-pound 

female python was found eating a 35-pound white-

tailed deer, which was more than 111 percent of the 

python’s own mass. It didn’t survive the meal. A 

team of land managers and biologists discovered the 

python at Collier-Seminole State Park, where the 

animal exhibited a food bulge. The discovery 

suggests pythons may adversely affect the 

environment, particularly in young deer 

populations,which are a food source for the 

federally protected Florida panther. The 

Conservancy’s findings will be published in the 

March issue of the Herpetological Review, a 

publication dedicated to the studies of amphibians 

and reptiles.

Alexandra 

Figares

Environment Coverage of 

environmental news, 

particularly water news

Gulf Coast 

Live

17:37 SWFL Woman 

Completes 

Birding Big Year

Thu January 4, 

2018

A big year, at least amongst birders, is an unofficial 

competition to see who can see or hear the most 

species of birds within a given geographical area. 

This can be done within a state, country or, even, 

the world. For one Naples woman, completing her 

Florida big year with 326 species spotted in 2016 

wasn't enough. So, Yve Morrell ventured out across 

North America to complete an American Birding 

Association big year. Now that she's done traveling 

the equivalent distance of five times around the 

world, Morrell joins Gulf Coast Live to talk about 

how her big year went and just how many birds she 

was able to tally.

Rachel 

Iacovone



Environment Coverage of 

environmental news, 

particularly water news

Gulf Coast 

Live

18:02 Using 

Mosquitoes to 

Find Pythons in 

the Everglades

Wed February 7, 

2018

A University of Florida researcher has found three 

species of mosquitoes feeding on Burmese 

pythons in the Florida Everglades. Lawrence Reeves, 

a post-doctoral researcher at the UF/IFAS Florida 

Medical Entomology Lab in Vero Beach, says he and 

his team have recovered python DNA from the blood 

meals of those mosquitoes, and that it may be 

possible to detect the presence of the snakes using 

the technique. We'll learn more about his research 

and plans going forward.

Mike Kiniry

Environment Coverage of 

environmental news, 

particularly water news

News 2:53 Florida Power & 

Light Unveils 

Solar Energy 

Center Expansion 

Mon March 12, 

2018

Utility company Florida Power & Light unveiled a 

new component to their solar field in Punta Gorda  

for members of the media Friday . FPL is saying it’s 

one of the biggest of its kind in the country. On a 

newly built, 35-foot observation tower, you can veiw 

a vast sea of FPL solar panels in an undeveloped 

portion of the Babcock Ranch community. The 440 

acres of solar panels translates to about  "343 

thousand panels that are powering the town of 

Babcock Ranch," said Syd Kitson, former NFL player 

and current developer of the Babcock Ranch 

community. Babcock Ranch community has been 

partnered with FPL since 2016

Quincy J 

Walters



Environment Coverage of 

environmental news, 

particularly water news

News 1:10 Florida's Cold 

Weather Keeps 

Mosquitoes At 

Bay

Wed January 3, 

2018

Cold temperatures are breaking records in many 

parts of the country, bringing snow to Northern 

Florida, and sending a chill down the entire 

peninsula. And mosquitoes aren't too fond of the 

winter weather. Robin King, with the Collier County 

Mosquito Control District, said mosquitoes go into a 

type of hibernation when temperatures get below 

50 degrees Fahrenheit. "It's called diapause," said 

King. "And diapuase suspends the part of life cycle 

that they're in."  That means if the blood-suckers are 

in the larval stage or the egg stage, they’ll stay that 

way until the weather warms up. King said females 

won’t even lay eggs until then. “Some people may 

see mosquitoes kinda clustering or hibernating 

inside the knot of a tree or in an animal burrow 

down in a hole," she said. "That doesn’t mean 

they’re gone.” King said that if you’re going to a 

place where you’ve gotten bitten before, it’s a good 

precaution to still use mosquito repellant.

Quincy J 

Walters

Food Area food and restaurant 

news

Gulf Coast 

Live

19:05 Naples Winter 

Wine Festival 

Debrief

Thu February 1, 

2018

We sit down with Maria Jimenez, she's CEO of 

Naples Children’s Education Foundation. It's the 

charity behind the Naples Winter Wine Festival 

which raises millions of dollars every year. The 

annual event attracts international philanthropists, 

world renowned chefs, and some of the wine 

world’s best and brightest. The festival has raised 

178 million dollars for charity since its founding 18 

years ago.

Mike Kiniry



Food Area food and restaurant 

news

Gulf Coast 

Live

31:19 Living a Plant-

Based Lifestyle

Tue January 23, 

2018

We're sitting down with the founder of Southwest 

Florida VegFest to learn about living a plant-based 

life. The 2nd annual festival, which is this Sunday, 

Jan. 28 at Riverside Park in Bonita Springs, 

showcases the benefits of a plant-based lifestyle for 

one's health, compassion for animals, and protecting 

the planet. We'll explore where to find healthy, 

plant-based foods in Southwest Florida, as well as 

local sources for eco-friendly and cruelty-free 

products. And, we'll explore the science behind the 

benefits of a plant-based diet. We're joined by the 

event founder, Mike Young, as well as one of the 

featured speakers, Gene Baur, best selling author 

and co-founder and President of Farm Sanctuary.

Mike Kiniry

Food Area food and restaurant 

news

Gulf Coast 

Live

32:23 The Craft and 

Science of 

Brewing Beer

Tue January 16, 

2018

In case you hadn't noticed craft beer has kind of 

taken over the world in recent years. Small 

breweries are popping up in communities all across 

the country, and home brewing has practically gone 

mainstream. We're joined by the owner of Eight 

Foot Brewing in Fort Myers. He's going to be 

teaching a class on brewing and appreciating beer at 

the Alliance for the Arts. We're also joined by the 

owner of BrewStory in Estero, where you can buy all 

of your beer brewing supplies. And we'll meet a local 

man who has been brewing his own beer at home 

for about four years.

Mike Kiniry



Government Coverage of local and 

state government, 

particularly legislative 

news

Gulf Coast 

Live

52:31 Legislative 

Roundtable 

Series: Analysis 

of Floridaâ€™s 

2018 Legislative 

Session 

Mon March 12, 

2018

Florida’s 2018 legislative session ended following a 

rare Sunday session, during which lawmakers 

approved an $88.7 billion budget.  Sunday’s budget 

approval followed Governor Rick Scott signing into 

law, on Friday, a new gun control and school safety 

law (SB 7026) crafted in response to February’s mass 

shooting at a Broward County high school that took 

the lives of 17 people. We’ll hear from Florida Gulf 

Coast University Political Science Professors Peter 

Bergerson, Ph.D., and Roger Green, Ph.D.  We’ll also 

talk with Tampa Bay Times Tallahassee Bureau Chief 

Steve Bousquet, and WLRN reporter Jessica 

Bakeman joins us.  Bakeman’s coverage for public 

radio stations throughout Florida has extended from 

the immediate response to the shooting at Marjory 

Stoneman Douglas High School in Broward County 

all the way to Tallahassee as survivors and their 

loved ones lobbied their representatives and 

senators to take action on making schools safer.

John Davis



Government Coverage of local and 

state government, 

particularly legislative 

news

Gulf Coast 

Live

41:09 Florida 

Legislative 

Session Round 

Table Week 

Eight: Firearm 

Regulation, 

School Safety 

and More

Mon February 

26, 2018

As we enter the eighth week of Florida’s annual 

legislative session, state and federal lawmakers are 

under pressure to address school shootings after the 

Valentine’s Day mass shooting at Marjory Stoneman 

Douglas High School that killed 17 people.  Survivors 

of the shooting traveled to Tallahassee last week to 

speak directly with state lawmakers and to 

participate in a rally demanding safe schools and an 

end to gun violence.  Days later, Florida House and 

Senate leaders outlined a $400 to $500 million series 

of proposals aimed at addressing the problem.  

Those proposals include a measure that would allow 

law-enforcement trained school employees to 

become armed “marshals,” as President Donald 

Trump has proposed.  They also include raising the 

minimum age of gun purchasers to 21, banning 

bump stocks which allow firearms to rapidly spray 

bullets, requiring a three-day waiting period for 

purchasers of all types of firearms, and increased 

spending for school safety improvements and 

mental health services. 

John Davis

Government Coverage of local and 

state government, 

particularly legislative 

news

Gulf Coast 

Live

52:34 Florida 

Legislative 

Session Round 

Table Week 

Seven: Sen. 

Kathleen 

Passidomo/ 

Federal Wetland 

Protect

Mon February 

19, 2018

As we enter the seventh week of Florida’s state-

lawmaking session, our legislative roundtable series 

continues in a conversation with State Sen. Kathleen 

Passidomo, R-Naples, who represents Senate District 

28 which covers portions of Collier, Hendry and Lee 

Counties.  We spoke with Sen. Passidomo the 

morning after last week’s mass shooting at Marjory 

Stoneman Douglas High School in Broward County. 

John Davis



Government Coverage of local and 

state government, 

particularly legislative 

news

Gulf Coast 

Live

5:02 Sen. Passidomo 

Pushes For More 

Funding of 

Schoolsâ€™ 

Mental Health 

Initiative

Thu February 

15, 2018

As South Florida reels from Wednesday’s mass 

shooting at a Broward County high school, State Sen. 

Kathleen Passidomo, R-Naples, is working to secure 

funding for Florida school districts to better identify 

and address mental health concerns in students 

early on. Unbeknownst to Sen. Passidomo, as she 

was presenting her bill (SB 1434) to members of the 

chamber’s K through 12 Education Appropriations 

Subcommittee, Wednesday, the mass shooting at a 

high school in Parkland was occurring. The proposal 

calls for districts to create a plan or framework for 

identifying and addressing mental health concerns in 

students ranging from bullying to gang activity.  

Those plans would also involve partnerships 

between schools and local mental health providers.  

The idea was born out of workshops Passidomo held 

with education stakeholders including Broward 

County School District Superintendent Robert 

Runcie.  Sen. Passidomo said it’s about providing the 

kind of proactive early intervention that could help 

prevent tragedies like Wednesday’s mass shooting.

John Davis



Government Coverage of local and 

state government, 

particularly legislative 

news

Gulf Coast 

Live

52:49 Florida 

Legislative 

Session Round 

Table Week Five: 

Sen. Greg 

Steube/Fracking 

Ban Bill

Mon February 5, 

2018

As we enter the fifth week of Florida’s state-

lawmaking session, our legislative roundtable series 

continues in a conversation with State Sen. Greg 

Steube, R-Sarasota, who represents Senate District 

23, which covers portions of Sarasota and Charlotte 

Counties.  In the 2017 legislative session, Sen. 

Steube successfully championed more bills through 

the legislative process than any other state 

lawmaker. Our conversation will touch on a broad 

spectrum of proposals including a bill to ban 

‘sanctuary city’ policies in Florida.  That bill was held 

up last week in the Senate Judiciary Committee, 

which Steube chairs.  We’ll also touch on firearm 

legislation, human trafficking, campaign financing 

and a series of bills Steube is sponsoring that stoke 

the debate over state oversight versus local control.  

Plus, despite early reports that a proposal to ban 

fracking would not be heard, we learned late last 

week that a Senate committee will take up the bill 

Monday afternoon.  Senior Environmental Policy 

Specialist with the Conservancy of Southwest 

Florida, Amber Crooks joins us for a closer look at 

the bill, why the ban proposal has failed in recent 

years, and the known risks of hydraulic fracturing in 

Florida’s unique limestone geology.

John Davis



Government Coverage of local and 

state government, 

particularly legislative 

news

Gulf Coast 

Live

26:58 Florida 

Legislative 

Session Round 

Table Week Four

Mon January 29, 

2018

As Florida legislators kick off week four of this year’s 

state law-making session, our legislative round table 

series continues today. We’ll highlight bills that are 

making significant gains toward passage:  The Florida 

House voted last week in favor of a constitutional 

amendment proposal (HJR 7001) that would require 

supermajorities in both chambers to enact any 

future increases in taxes or fees.  Critics of the 

proposal worry about how such a move could tie the 

hands of future lawmakers to enact prudent fiscal 

policy.  Meanwhile appropriations committees in 

both the House and Senate rolled out plans for 

higher education funding in the coming year.  

However, the House plan calls for increasing funding 

for state colleges and universities by about $281 

million, while the Senate plan calls for cutting 

funding by $383 million. We’ll also explore a 

constitutional amendment proposal that voters will 

decide in this year’s fall election that would restore 

the voting rights some 1.5 million former felons.

John Davis



Government Coverage of local and 

state government, 

particularly legislative 

news

Gulf Coast 

Live

53:00  Florida 

Legislative 

Session Round 

Table Week 

Three:  State 

Rep. Heather 

Fitzenhagen

Mon January 22, 

2018

As we enter the third week of Florida’s state-

lawmaking session, our legislative roundtable series 

continues in a conversation with State Rep. Heather 

Fitzenhagen, R-Fort Myers, who represents State 

House District 78.  She also serves as Chair of the 

House Civil Justice and Claims Subcommittee.  Rep. 

Fitzenhagen recently stopped by our studios for an 

in depth look at legislative proposals she’s 

championing this year touching on issues including 

healthcare, firearms, the environment, education, 

human trafficking, and much more.  We discussed 

Fitzenhagen’s HB 27, which seeks to eliminate the 

‘certificate of need’ requirement healthcare 

providers must obtain before building a new 

hospital.  That measure will likely be voted on by the 

full Florida House this week.  We also explored the 

broader hot-button issues in the state capital 

including the budget itself, Florida’s opioid crisis and 

the growing #metoo movement.

John Davis

Government Coverage of local and 

state government, 

particularly legislative 

news

Gulf Coast 

Live

53:18 Florida 

Legislative 

Session Round 

Table Week Two

Mon January 15, 

2018

As Florida lawmakers convene the second week of 

the 2018 law-making session, our weekly series of 

legislative roundtable conversations features a talk 

with State Rep. Dane Eagle, R-Cape Coral.  Late last 

week, the House passed a measure (HB  9) aimed at 

forcing local governments as well as colleges and 

universities to comply with federal immigration 

officials, which would effectively ban so-called 

“Sanctuary Cities.”  We’ll get Rep. Eagle’s 

perspective on that effort, and a broad range of 

other issues including the budget, proposed firearm 

legislation, environmental restoration and tackling 

Florida’s opioid crisis.

John Davis



Government Coverage of local and 

state government, 

particularly legislative 

news

Gulf Coast 

Live

53:00 Florida 2018 

Legislative 

Session Preview

Mon January 8, 

2018

As Florida’s 2018 legislative session begins this week, 

WGCU is launching a weekly series of legislative 

roundtable discussions for each Monday edition of 

“Gulf Coast Live!” throughout the 60-day session.  

These conversations are intended to provide an in 

depth look at the latest developments in the state 

capitol and how they impact Southwest Floridians. 

They will include conversations directly with the 

representatives and senators representing our 

region as well as political science experts, reporters, 

community leaders and elected officials at the 

county and city level.  Ahead of the official start of 

session, we sit down with FGCU Political Science 

professors Dr. Peter Bergerson and Dr. Roger Green 

as well as Tallahassee Bureau Chief of the Tampa Bay 

Times, Steve Bousquet for a preview of the hot-

button issues  expected to dominate this year’s 

session from environment and education spending 

to the opioid crisis and juvenile justice reforms.  

We’ll also explore how the #metoo movement is 

shaking up the state capital and how the upcoming 

2018 fall election could impact lawmakers’ decisions.

John Davis



Government Coverage of local and 

state government, 

particularly legislative 

news

News 1:35 Gov. Scott Signs 

Law Requiring 

Nursing Homes 

To Have Backup 

Generators 

Tue March 27, 

2018

Governor Rick Scott came to Fort Myers Monday to 

sign legislation that requires emergency generators 

at all Florida nursing homes and assisted living 

facilities.  Scott signed Senate Bill 7028 and House 

Bill 7099. The bills require all nursing homes and 

assisted living facilities in the state to have backup 

power for four days while also sustaining a 

temperature under 81 degrees Fahrenheit for the 

same duration. This comes after twelve people died 

at the Rehabilitation Center of Hollywood Hills when 

temperatures soared to 99 degrees Fahrenheit after 

Hurricane Irma knocked out power for days. "Which 

rocked our state," Scott said. "You just couldn’t 

believe that would happen in our state.” Right after 

Irma, Scott implemented an emergency law that 

made nursing homes have four days worth of 

emergency power. With the signing of these bills, 

that emergency provision becomes permanent.

Quincy J 

Walters



Government Coverage of local and 

state government, 

particularly legislative 

news

News 2:14 Adam Putnam 

Stops In Fort 

Myers During His 

Run For 

Governor, Touts 

Florida First

Tue February 

13, 2018

Florida Agriculture Commissioner Republican Adam 

Putnam made a campaign stop in Fort Myers 

Tuesday in his bid to be the next governor of Florida.  

At Mel’s Diner, along South Cleveland Avenue, Roz 

Lesser drank her morning coffee and she was excited 

to see Florida Ag Commissioner Adam Putnam. She 

said she saw Putnam when he was a U.S. 

Congressman and knew he was destined to lead the 

state.“Gosh. First time I heard him speak and went 

up and shook his hand afterwards and I said ‘sir. I’m 

looking forward to voting for you for governor',” said 

Lesser. Lesser said she’s confident Putnam will help 

out the hurting citrus industry, but she particularly 

likes Putnam’s stance on immigration; specifically 

when it comes to sanctuary cities, or cities that limit 

their cooperation to work with the federal 

government on immigration enforcement.

Quincy J 

Walters

Government Coverage of local and 

state government, 

particularly legislative 

news

News 3:46 Assessment: 

Arsenic In 

Dunbar Dumpsite 

Poses No Risk To 

Human Health

Wed January 17, 

2018

For decades during the 20th Century, the City of Fort 

Myers dumped lime sludge—a byproduct of the 

water treatment processes—in Dunbar, a 

predominately black neighborhood near downtown. 

Last year, tests were done on the dumpsite and high 

arsenic levels were discovered. Tuesday, the city 

council was briefed on an assessment of the site and 

what options the city has. Fort Myers City Council 

was briefed by Black & Veatch, an environmental 

consulting company.  And their verdict: the arsenic 

discovered on the Dunbar dump site in a residential 

neighborhood posed no risk to human health.

Quincy J 

Walters



Government Coverage of local and 

state government, 

particularly legislative 

news

News 4:43 State Arts Budget 

Cut Impacts 

SWFL Centers

Tue March 13, 

2018

The opening piece of the 32nd All Florida Juried 

Exhibit at the Alliance for the Arts in Fort Myers. The 

piece shares the exhibit with a hyper realistic 

painting of water lilies, a surrealist mixed media 

portrayal of the Florida swamps and a shimmering 

photograph of the night sky, among many more. The 

Fort Myers art center curates the annual exhibit 

largely through state funding in the form of Culture 

Builds grants.Jessica Wisdom is the Alliance’s 

development director. She said these general grants 

act as a sort of safety net each year.

Rachel 

Iacovone

Government Coverage of local and 

state government, 

particularly legislative 

news

Gulf Coast 

Live

51:41 Florida 

Legislative 

Session Round 

Table Week Nine: 

Guns, Abortion, 

Puppy Mills and 

More

Mon March 5, 

2018

As we head into the final week of Florida’s 2018 

lawmaking session, our legislative roundtable series 

continues today with a series of conversations about 

hot-button issues, ranging from gun control to 

women’s reproductive rights to animal welfare. 

We’ll hear from a reporter who covered this past 

Saturday’s Senate session, which was called to 

address gun regulation and school safety following 

last month’s mass shooting in Parkland. We’ll also 

explore a bill that would place new restrictions on 

the most common type of second trimester 

abortions, and we delve into language that was 

recently removed from a House tax package and 

how it would have impacted local government’s 

ability to address unscrupulous animal breeders. 

Plus, we hear what researchers hope to learn from a 

7000-year-old indigenous burial site discovered by 

divers in the Gulf of Mexico near Venice.

John Davis



Government Coverage of local and 

state government, 

particularly legislative 

news

News 1:52 Lee County Judge 

Will Rule On 

Department Of 

Ag Citrus Tree 

Compensation

Wed February 

14, 2018

A Lee County Circuit court judge will decide in about 

a week if Florida Agriculture Commissioner Adam 

Putnam can continue denying reimbursement to 

residents for their healthy citrus trees his 

department removed. About two decades ago, the 

Florida Department of Agriculture removed 

thousands of healthy citrus trees that were within 90 

feet of trees infected with the bacterial disease 

citrus canker, but the Canker Eradication Program 

was a failed project. Since then, class action lawsuits 

were filed across the state to compensate residents 

for lost healthy trees. A jury in Lee County awarded 

its residents about $200 per uprooted tree. But 

Agriculture Commissioner Adam Putnam, a 

Republican who's running for governor, says that 

because different circuits assigned different value to 

the citrus trees, he does not think it would be wise 

to give some tax payers more money than others 

based on where they live in the state.

Jessica 

Meszaros



Government Coverage of local and 

state government, 

particularly legislative 

news

News 1:51 Lee Judge: The 

Florida 

Department Of 

Agriculture Must 

Reimburse 

Residents For 

Removed Citrus 

Trees

Tue March 27, 

2018

A Lee County circuit court judge recently ruled that 

Florida’s Department of Agriculture needs to 

reimburse Lee residents for removing their healthy 

citrus trees. About 20 years ago, the state’s 

agriculture department removed healthy citrus trees 

that lived within 1,900 feet of trees infected with the 

bacterial disease citrus canker. It was a failed 

attempt to eradicate the disease. Since then, 

residents of Lee, Orange, Broward and Palm Beach 

counties have been battling for the state to 

compensate them. The Florida Legislature just 

appropriated reimbursement dollars for residents in 

Broward and Palm Beach, with the governor’s final 

approval. Bobby Gilbert is the attorney for the 

residents. He says on the one hand, he’s elated for 

the nearly 85,000 families in Broward and Palm 

Beach combined. "On the other hand, I’m feeling 

disappointed that we have not yet been able to 

deliver that justice to our clients: the 12,000 families 

in Lee County, as well as the 20,000 families in 

Orange County," says Gilbert. But Lee County Circuit 

Judge Keith Kyle ruled on March 20 that the Florida 

Department of Agriculture and Agriculture 

Commissioner Adam Putnam must pay back Lee 

residents nearly $17 million for their lost trees.

Jessica 

Meszaros



Government Coverage of local and 

state government, 

particularly legislative 

news

Gulf Coast 

Live

20:57 The Past, 

Present, and 

Future of 

Gerrymandering 

in the U.S.

Tue March 27, 

2018

The practice of gerrymandering has been around 

since the founding of the United States, and has 

always been at least to some degree a partisan 

affair. While racial gerrymandering is 

unconstitutional, the U.S. Supreme Court has 

refrained ruling on the constitutionality of partisan 

gerrymandering, except in the most extreme cases. 

But, the court is currently considering the case of Gill 

v. Whitford that could change the way redistricting 

happens across the country. We’re joined by Pamela 

Goodman, president of the League of Women Voters 

of Florida, to get a history lesson on gerrymandering, 

learn more about the current Supreme Court case, 

and explore how other countries determine 

electoral district boundaries.

Mike Kiniry

Government Coverage of local and 

state government, 

particularly legislative 

news

Gulf Coast 

Live

39:14 Is Democracy in 

Danger - and 

should you care?

Mon March 19, 

2018

We’re joined by Professor Jack Goldstone in advance 

of his lecture here at FGCUthis Friday, March 23 at 

6:00 p.m. called "Is Democracy Dead - and should 

you care?" It’s part of the 2018 Dr. Erich Liebert 

World Affairs Lecture Series.He is the Virginia E. and 

John T. Hazel, Jr. Professor of Public Policy at George 

Mason University, and a Public Policy Scholar at the 

Woodrow Wilson Center. Previously, Dr. Goldstone 

was on the faculty of Northwestern University, and 

the University of California, and has been a visiting 

scholar at Cambridge University, UCLA, UC-San 

Diego, and the California Institute of Technology, as 

well as director of research institutes at the Russian 

Academy of National Economy in Moscow, and the 

Hong Kong University of Science and Technology.

Mike Kiniry



Government Coverage of local and 

state government, 

particularly legislative 

news

Gulf Coast 

Live

12:19 We Explore a 

CRC Proposal to 

Redirect Tobacco 

Settlement 

Money

Tue March 13, 

2018

We’re joined by Kurt Goerke, Director of Health 

Promotions with the American Lung Association in 

Florida, to discuss Proposal 94 being considered by 

the state’s Constitutional Revision Commission that 

would redirect money from a landmark tobacco 

settlement from Tobacco Free Florida to cancer 

research.

Mike Kiniry

Government Coverage of local and 

state government, 

particularly legislative 

news

Gulf Coast 

Live

19:19 Fort Myers Police 

Chief Derrick 

Diggs

Tue March 6, 

2018

It’s been about a year since we last sat down to talk 

with Fort Myers Police Chief Derrick Diggs. He's he’s 

been on the job since August of 2016, having taken 

the helm of a police department with more than a 

hundred cold case homicides, a lack of trust from 

some parts of the community it was trying to 

protect, and internal issues that were later parsed 

out in a third party audit- which was made public 

upon its completion a year ago. We sit down with 

Chief Diggs to get an update on progress he's made 

so far, including the recent arrest in the downtown 

Fort Myers Zombicon shooting that happened in 

2015.

Mike Kiniry

Government Coverage of local and 

state government, 

particularly legislative 

news

Gulf Coast 

Live

55:18 Legislative 

Roundup Week 

Six

Mon February 

12, 2018

As we enter week six of this year’s state lawmaking 

session, our legislative roundtable series continues 

with an in-depth look at how our legislators are 

addressing public education. After fierce partisan 

debate, last week, the Florida House approved a 

sweeping public education bill (HB 7055) that 

creates a new private-school voucher program. The 

nearly 200 page bill also makes a broad spectrum of 

other changes on everything from school testing to 

how much public funding charter schools can 

receive. We’ll hear voices from both sides of that 

debate.

Mike Kiniry



Government Coverage of local and 

state government, 

particularly legislative 

news

Gulf Coast 

Live

22:10 Tips for Tax Time Wed February 7, 

2018

As tax documents start showing up in mailboxes 

across southwest Florida we thought it was time to 

bring in a couple of experts to help listeners out. 

We’re joined by Kim Swanson, she’s a Crime 

Prevention Practitioner with the Lee County Sheriff’s 

Office, to discuss the kinds of tax frauds and scams 

that are out there these days. She’ll guide us 

through what to watch out for, and best ways to 

protect our identities during tax season. We’re also 

joined by Patrice Cunningham, she’s United Way 

Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) Program 

Manager. She’ll help us break down the local 

resources available to help low-income individuals 

and families prepare their taxes for free.

Mike Kiniry

Government Coverage of local and 

state government, 

particularly legislative 

news

Gulf Coast 

Live

32:49 The Growing 

Needs of Seniors 

in Southwest 

Florida

Tue February 6, 

2018

There are currently more than 40 million people in 

the United States over the age of 65, and that 

number is expected to more than double in the next 

20 years. We’re joined by Dr. Ron Garry, Board 

Certified Gerontologist, and Dr. Jaclynn Faffer, 

president and CEO of the Naples Senior Center at 

JFCS to discuss the growing needs of senior citizens 

in Southwest Florida. Dr. Garry serves as medical 

director for two assisted living facilities and a home 

care company. He is the subsection chief of 

geriatrics at Naples Community Hospital. He was 

appointed by Governor Jeb Bush as an expert to the 

Agency of Health Care Administration.

Mike Kiniry



Government Coverage of local and 

state government, 

particularly legislative 

news

Gulf Coast 

Live

37:04 An International 

Scholar Discusses 

the Middle East 

in Upcoming 

Lecture

Tue January 9, 

2018

The FGCU College of Arts and Sciences kicks off its 

Seidler Family Lecture Series with a visit from Dr. Lisa 

Anderson. She is the James T. Shotwell Professor 

Emeritas of International Relations at Columbia 

University and serves as a member of the Council on 

Foreign Relations. Her resume includes serving as 

Dean of the Columbia School of International and 

Public Affairs and President of the American 

University in Cairo. Her speaking engagement is 

entitled “The State and its Competitors in the Arab 

World.”  She will look at the role government plays 

in Arab cultures where other factions like family, 

tribe, and religion constantly compete for loyalty 

while fulfilling day-to-day needs.

Mike Kiniry

Government Coverage of local and 

state government, 

particularly legislative 

news

News 1:59 Police Arrest 

2015 Zombicon 

Shooting Suspect

Mon February 

26, 2018

Fort Myers police arrested a man Monday for the 

Zombicon shooting of 2015 that left one person 

dead and five injured. At the October 2015 

Zombicon event in downtown Fort Myers, attendees 

were dressed in masks and smeared with fake blood. 

When shots were fired close to midnight, people 

scattered and made it difficult for police to know 

who was responsible. But now, about two years 

later, law enforcement officials believe they have 

the man who killed one person and wounded five 

others. Fort Myers Police Department spokesman 

Capt. Jay Rodriguez said twenty-three year old Jose 

Raul Bonilla was apprehended by the FBI and Fort 

Myers Police Department detectives Monday 

morning.

Quincy J 

Walters



Government Coverage of local and 

state government, 

particularly legislative 

news

News 1:36 Threat At Naples 

High School 

Prompts Some 

Students To 

Leave Early

Wed February 

21, 2018

Wednesday began with heightened tension for 

parents and students with social media threats 

throughout the state in the wake of the mass 

shooting exactly one week after the Marjory 

Stoneman Douglas High School shooting- which left 

seventeen people dead. A threat caused a flurry of 

panic at two Collier county schools, caused another 

school to go on lockdown in Manatee County, and 

caused parents to leave work, yanking their kids out 

of class.  On social media, a post made the rounds 

with hints of a potential threat that could happen at 

Palmetto Ridge High School and Gulf Coast High 

School, both in Naples. There were no lockdowns or 

evacuations at either school. But that didn't stop a 

steady stream of parents and guardians from taking 

students out early. Michelle Roggerio, a former Gulf 

Coast High Schooler, came to pick up her little 

brother and her cousin. “After hearing about 

Broward County, it’s crazy," Roggerio said. "And 

here there was a threat. I mean what is going on in 

these schools nowadays? Honestly devastating.” 

There were talks earlier in the day about a student 

walkout in solidarity with Stoneman Douglas 

students who marched in Tallahassee to champion 

gun law reform. Similar school protests happened all 

across the country, but did not happen at Gulf Coast 

High. Serena Dorvely, also a former Gulf Coast High 

Schooler, came to pick up her sister. “They’re 

making bullet proof bookbags now, because it’s such 

a threat now,” Dorvely said. "It's really frustrating 

that this is happening everywhere." Both Collier 

Quincy J 

Walters



Health Care News covering Health 

Care issues affecting our 

area

News 6:29 Fort Myers 

Women Deliver 

Menstrual Kits, 

Sex Ed To Rural 

Guatemala

Tue January 2, 

2018

A handful of Southwest Florida women traveled 

through rural Guatemala this past November, 

distributing much-needed reusable menstrual kits 

they spent months creating. They include hand-sewn 

cotton bases that clip onto underwear, and tucked 

into them are flannel pads, which can be changed 

out and washed for reuse. Medical experts in the 

Central American country say some women in rural 

areas there are isolated during their periods, sitting 

on rags at home, which can lead to health issues. 

The Fort Myers women also assisted with sex 

education workshops in places where that kind of 

conversation is taboo. WGCU’s Jessica Meszaros 

journeyed with the women and has this report

Jessica 

Meszaros

Health Care News covering Health 

Care issues affecting our 

area

Gulf Coast 

Live

29:35 Lehigh Regional 

Medical Center 

Launches 

Behavioral 

Health Unit for 

Elders

Mon February 

26, 2018

This summer, Lehigh Regional Medical Center in Lee 

County plans to open a new 27-bed behavioral 

health unit for patients 55 and older.  Even before 

construction on the new unit is completed, Lehigh 

Regional plans to begin offering Electroconvulsive 

Therapy (ECT) treatments for older patients suffering 

from severe depression and other mental health 

issues.   Currently, Southwest Florida patients who 

used to receive ECT treatments at Park Royal 

Hospital in Lee County, have to travel to other areas 

in order to receive the treatments.  We’ll learn more 

about new behavioral health unit, the efficacy of ECT 

in treating depression, and the broader challenges of 

treating mental health issues in older adults in a 

conversation with Lehigh Regional Medical Center 

CEO Gary Bell and Geriatric Psychiatry specialist and 

ECT expert Dr. Ivan Mazzorana.

John Davis



Health Care News covering Health 

Care issues affecting our 

area

Gulf Coast 

Live

18:53 Cardiac Arrest 

and Student 

Athletes

Thu January 25, 

2018

On Dec. 23 2017, 14-year-old Fort Myers athlete 

Zachary Syska was running with friends when he 

went into sudden cardiac arrest and his heart 

stopped.  A youth running club coach immediately 

began to administer CPR and when Fort Myers 

firefighters arrived at the scene, they were able to 

revive Syska with a defibrillator. As sudden cardiac 

arrest is the leading cause of death of student 

athletes, we’ll explore when and how kids should get 

cardiac screenings with Lee Health pediatric 

cardiologist, Dr. Eric Eason.  We’ll also hear directly 

from Zachary and his mother Stephanie Syska, who 

herself is an emergency room nurse and director of 

Emergency Services at Lee Health’s HealthPark 

Medical Center.

John Davis



Health Care News covering Health 

Care issues affecting our 

area

Gulf Coast 

Live

14:20 The Florida 

Dental 

Association 

Foundation Will 

Provide Free 

Dental Care in 

Lee County

Tue March 6, 

2018

The Florida Dental Association Foundation will host 

its fourth Florida Mission of Mercy event on March 9-

10 at the Lee Civic Center in Fort Myers. During the 

event dentists will provide an estimated 2,000 

people with relief from the pain and infection of 

untreated dental disease — all at no cost to the 

patients.Dental care will be delivered on a first-

come, first-served basis from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. with 

no pre-registration necessary. Services provided will 

include cleanings, fillings, extractions, pediatric 

dentistry and limited root canal therapy. We're 

joined by Dr. Phillip Kraver, one of the dentists 

providing care at this weekend's events, to learn 

more. The 2018 FLA-MOM event is still in need of 

volunteers, including licensed dental and medical 

professionals, EMTs, and general community 

volunteers to serve as patient escorts or translators, 

assist with registration, help set-up and break-down 

the event space, etc. The event is held in a different 

location each year. Previous FLA-MOM events held 

in Tampa, Jacksonville and Pensacola provided a 

total of more than 6,200 patients with donated 

dental care valued at more than $5.5 million.

Mike Kiniry

Health Care News covering Health 

Care issues affecting our 

area

Gulf Coast 

Live

52:28 When Should 

Kids Get Their 

First Smart 

Phone?

Wed February 

28, 2018

Smart phones have become ubiquitous since the 

release of the first iPhone in 2007. They connect us 

to the world in ways we could hardly have dreamed 

of just a couple decades ago. But, they are still 

relatively new on the tech scene, and their potential 

effects on us, and our brains, are not fully 

understood. And today’s parents now face questions 

like, “is there such a thing as a ‘right time’ to give a 

child their own smart phone,” or just “how much 

screen time is appropriate” for young people? We’re 

joined by three national experts to explore what 

research is telling us about these questions, and 

more.

Mike Kiniry



Health Care News covering Health 

Care issues affecting our 

area

Gulf Coast 

Live

36:24 We Meet the 

Folks Behind 

Revive Magazine

Tue February 

27, 2018

We sit down with the Brian Colando, and Lisa Pavy 

Colando, the publisher and editor-in-chief of Revive, 

a new Naples-based magazine that covers the world 

of medical cannabis. The monthly publication 

features everything from long-form pieces on the 

history of cannabis and the laws that regulate it, to 

recipes and product reviews.

Mike Kiniry

Health Care News covering Health 

Care issues affecting our 

area

Gulf Coast 

Live

12:44 Flu Season 

Update

Wed February 7, 

2018

This is turning out to be one of the worst flu seasons 

in recent memory, and the incidences of flu continue 

to rise in southwest Florida. We’re joined by Dr. 

Mary Beth Saunders, she’s Lee Health System’s 

Medical Director for Epidemiology and Infection 

Prevention. We’ll get an update on the current 

numbers, as well as ways folks can protect 

themselves from the influenza virus. And we’ll 

explore best practices for caring for a loved one who 

has come down with the flu.

Mike Kiniry



Health Care News covering Health 

Care issues affecting our 

area

News 5:05 New Program In 

Naples Aims To 

Fight Opioid 

Problem

Tue January 23, 

2018

The nation-wide opioid epidemic is getting worse. 

According to Florida's Department of Law 

Enforcement, there were nearly 6,000 opioid-related 

deaths in our state in 2016--a 35 percent increase 

from 2015. While there is no single solution, Naples' 

David Lawrence Center is using a grant to use a 

different approach to combat the problem. Opioids 

are drugs that are made up of other drugs – a 

cocktail of illegal and prescription drugs. They can 

contain heroin and pain relievers and Oxycodone. 

And they’re very addictive. “The beginning is a 

choice," Heather admitted. She asks that her last 

name not be used for this story. "Like I know I chose 

to do that, but I didn't realize like that it would turn 

into what it did. I had no idea.” Heather is from 

Naples and one of the first participants in the David 

Lawrence Center's M.O.R.E. program - that stands 

for Maintenance of Opioid Recovery Everyday. It's 

an out-patient program that gives participants 

medication to suppress their drug cravings and the 

program provides individual and group therapy. 

Quincy J 

Walters



Health Care News covering Health 

Care issues affecting our 

area

News 4:05 Medical 

Marijuana 

Dispensary 

Opens in Fort 

Myers Despite 

Ban

Wed March 28, 

2018

As of this week, Lee County is now home to two 

medical marijuana dispensaries. Michael Costa 

guided visitors through the front lobby of Curaleaf 

Tuesday evening.  “Up here is kind of our admissions 

area," Costa said. "So, when a patient walks in here, 

they walk up to the admissions window, and this is 

where we’ll ask them for their patient ID card.” 

Curaleaf is a Fort Myers medical marijuana 

dispensary – well, not 'a’ dispensary. It’s the Fort 

Myers dispensary –at least, for now – since the City 

of Fort Myers enacted a ban in December. But, 

Curaleaf still opened Tuesday as planned because 

the medical marijuana delivery service received 

approval to dispense well before the temporary 

moratorium took effect. “Since we started serving 

patients in Florida, we have been delivering to 

multiple areas throughout the state," Costa said. 

"This is one of the areas that we have existing 

patients that we have been serving, so we are 

always trying to increase the availability of our 

products to our patients.” As Curaleaf’s director of 

associate training and dispensary support, Costa said 

the company has made extra efforts to make its 

products available since Amendment 2 passed in 

Florida because many of Curaleaf’s patients have 

debilitating disorders that make it hard for them to 

travel so far for these cannabis products.

Rachel 

Iacovone

Health Care News covering Health 

Care issues affecting our 

area

Gulf Coast 

Live

11:41 Reporter Debrief: 

Medical 

Marijuana 

Dispensaries in 

SWFL

Wed March 28, 

2018

Lee County’s second medical marijuana dispensary 

opened yesterday. In the 16 months since 

Amendment 2 passed in Florida, a company called 

Curaleaf has opened five dispensaries in the state. 

WGCU's Rachel Iacovone took a tour of the new Fort 

Myers facility Tuesday. She joins Gulf Coast Live with 

a report on what’s available and how patients are 

accessing these products – ranging from capsules to 

vaporizer pens to oils.

Julie Glenn



Health Care News covering Health 

Care issues affecting our 

area

Gulf Coast 

Live

18:22 Labor Union 

Addresses Opioid 

Crisis at SWFL 

Drug Company 

Meeting

Tue March 6, 

2018

The opioid epidemic began making headlines years, 

if not decades, ago. But it’s on the rise still. The 

latest statistics puts the rate of fatal overdoses at 

one every 13 minutes in the United States, meaning, 

by the end of this segment, the widespread use of 

these drugs will have taken another life. This 

prompted President Trump to declare it a “public 

health emergency” back in October and the White 

House to host a summit on the subject just last 

week. There have been countless treatment centers 

opening up across the county and money being 

invested into research and prevention through 

treatment drugs like Vivitrol. But, one group is going 

straight to what they say is the root of the problem, 

the big drug distributors that push these pills out 

across the country in the first place. Travis Bornstein 

is the president of Teamsters Local 24 in Ohio, part 

of the International Brotherhood of Teamsters, 

which is a trade union.Bornstein joins Gulf Coast Live 

to talk a bit more about the Teamsters’ efforts in the 

face of the opioid epidemic.

Rachel 

Iacovone

History Segments recounting 

local history

Gulf Coast 

Live

11:18 The History of 

Dog Racing in 

Florida

Wed March 28, 

2018

We recently received a Curious Gulf Coast question 

wondering what the deal was with all the dog racing 

in Florida. So we brought in historian Jim Powers 

from the IMAG History and Science Center in Fort 

Myers to give us a bit of a history lesson.

Mike Kiniry



History Segments recounting 

local history

Gulf Coast 

Live

4:48 Curious Gulf 

Coast: Was there 

a Coquina Clam 

Chowder Factory 

on Fort Myers 

Beach?

Tue February 

13, 2018

Here’s an answer to a question submitted to us 

through our Curious Gulf Coast project where we 

invite listeners to ask questions about southwest 

Florida. A woman named Rose asked us “Please tell 

me about the factory on Ft Myers Beach which 

harvested coquina clams and used them to cook, 

can, and sell clam chowder.” So, we reached out to 

the IMAG History and Science Center in Fort Myers 

and they sent over a man named Jim Powers to give 

us some insight. WGCU’s Mike Kiniry sat down with 

Mr. Powers.

Mike Kiniry

History Segments recounting 

local history

News 5:19 David 

Eisenhower 

Reflects On 

Grandfather's 

Impact After The 

Holocaust

Wed March 7, 

2018

In 1945 General Dwight D. Eisenhower, later to 

become President Eisenhower, wanted the world to 

see what he called the “indescribable horror” of 

concentration camps after they were liberated. 

That’s why he suggested the United States take 

videos and photographs of the death and 

devastation. Dwight Eisenhower’s grandson, David 

Eisenhower, was at the Holocaust Museum of 

Southwest Florida Monday to talk about the legacy 

of what his grandfather did. David Eisenhower, an 

academic and historian and the grandson of the 

general and President Eisenhower, looked at 

pictures and maps in the Holocaust Museum of 

Southwest Florida in Naples. He reminisced about 

watching war documentaries as a kid.  He 

remembered one scene in one documentary that 

showed soldiers entering a crematorium. 

Quincy J 

Walters



History Segments recounting 

local history

News 4:16 Koreshan Ghosts 

Tell The Tale Of 

Their Utopian 

Community

Wed January 31, 

2018

This year is the 25th annual Koreshan Ghost Walk. In 

the late 19th century, a utopian community known 

as the Koreshan Unity was established in Estero. The 

ghosts of the Koreshan faith will soon roam the 

grounds at night, acting out a play which tells the 

story of the religion’s rise and fall.  During a 

nighttime dress rehearsal at Koreshan State Park, 

actors playing the ghosts of those who inhabited the 

community long ago were dressed in Victorian 

costumes, walking along the candlelit trails of the 

compound. Koreshanity was, for a brief time, a 

utopian branch of Christianity. It was created by a 

man named Cyrus Teed. The group settled in Estero, 

calling it The New Jerusalem in 1894. They faded 

into non-existence by the 1930's. In one scene of the 

ghost walk, a husband and wife get an orientation to 

the religion. It illustrates why the group never 

gained a large following and couldn't sustain itself. 

Quincy J 

Walters

History Segments recounting 

local history

Gulf Coast 

Live

30:03 FGCU Hosting 

Lecture on Black 

Victims of the 

Holocaust

Wed January 24, 

2018

New York Times bestselling author and investigative 

journalist Edwin Black is returning to Southwest 

Florida to give two lectures at Florida Gulf Coast 

University. The first will focus on "Black Victims of 

Nazi Policy: From Africa to Berlin to North Carolina," 

and the second will be on "Eugenics and the Ethics 

of Scientific Racism." Black joins Gulf Coast Live, 

once again, to give a preview of his talks

Rachel 

Iacovone



Human 

Trafficking

Human Trafficking stories 

at the local or state level

Gulf Coast 

Live

33:49 Fighting To End 

Human 

Trafficking

Tue February 

20, 2018

We’re joined by Bradley Myles, he's Executive 

Director and CEO of Polaris, a global leader in the 

fight to eradicate human trafficking and to restore 

freedom to survivors. Myles has devoted his life to 

combating human trafficking and modern slavery on 

a local, national, and global scale. His early efforts 

focused on directly serving survivors, researching 

local human trafficking markets, and helping to build 

Washington DC's first-ever Human Trafficking Task 

Force. 

Mike Kiniry

Human 

Trafficking

Human Trafficking stories 

at the local or state level

Gulf Coast 

Live

53:30 Continuing The 

Conversation 

About Sex 

Trafficking 

Awareness 

Month Beyond 

January

Wed January 31, 

2018

On this last day of January, which is Human 

Trafficking Awareness Month, the full hour of Gulf 

Coast Live will focus on victims of sex trafficking. 

WGCU’s Jessica Meszaros has been working on the 

story, and the information she found on this growing 

trend may come as a surprise. After hearing the 

stories of two women who were sold for sex, you'll 

hear from the people trying to help victims piece 

their lives back together. Sally and Lowell Senitz with 

Wings of Shelter will talk about the cases they’ve 

dealt with and what these people go through trying 

to regain control of their lives.

Rachel 

Iacovone

Hurricanes Coverage of Hurricanes 

Irma and Maria, including 

recovery efforts

Gulf Coast 

Live

32:28 We Talk About 

Post-Irma 

Insurance Issues 

with Florida's 

CFO

Tue January 16, 

2018

We’re joined by Florida’s CFO Jimmy Patronis to 

explore what recourse you have if your insurance 

company still hasn’t covered your hurricane-related 

claims. He’s head of the Florida Division of Consumer 

Services, whose insurance specialists are standing by 

24 hours a day to field consumer complaints. Once a 

complaint has been filed, insurance companies, by 

statute, have just 20 days to respond to the 

Department. You can find out what your rights are 

as a residential property policyholder in 

the Homeowner Claims Bill of Rights.

Mike Kiniry



Hurricanes Coverage of Hurricanes 

Irma and Maria, including 

recovery efforts

News 1:22 Some Puerto 

Ricans Call SWFL 

Home After 

Hurricane Maria

Fri February 2, 

2018

Since Hurricane Maria hit Puerto Rico, hundreds of 

families fled to the mainland. Most of them have 

settled in Florida.Here in Southwest Florida, Lee 

County saw almost 200 students join school; only a 

few have withdrawn to return to Puerto Rico since 

the island slowly started to recover.One family we 

introduced you to shortly after the hurricane faced a 

similar decision — return to Puerto Rico or stay 

here.  Some went back, while others stayed.

Quincy J 

Walters

Hurricanes Coverage of Hurricanes 

Irma and Maria, including 

recovery efforts

News 3:21 Group Aims To 

Help People Still 

Recovering From 

Hurricane Irma

Wed January 24, 

2018

It’s been a little over four months since Hurricane 

Irma hit Southwest Florida, but many people still 

need help and don’t know where to turn. And 

there’s a group canvassing neighborhoods to try and 

create a network of assistance for people who may 

have given up. On an early morning one day this 

week, a group of five people in yellow t-shirts 

stopped by the Iona McGregor Fire Station in Fort 

Myers. They’re a part of a recently re-started 

initiative called Project HOPE—which stands for 

“Helping Our People in Emergencies.”  The 

emergency was four months ago- Hurricane Irma.  

And the group is helping people who are still 

recovering from that storm. There are three groups 

like this in Florida. One in Collier County, this one in 

Lee County and one in the Florida Keys.

Quincy J 

Walters



Media Coverage of news media 

and current political 

climate

Gulf Coast 

Live

31:35 Frontline 

Executive 

Producer Raney 

Aronson-Rath

Wed March 14, 

2018

We're joined by Raney Aronson-Rath, she’s 

Executive Producer of Frontline, one of public 

television’s most critically acclaimed, and long-

running shows that pretty much sets the bar for in 

depth, documentary filmmaking. Since its launch in 

1983 there have been more than 500 episodes. 

Aronson-Rath joined Frontline in 2007 as a senior 

producer. She was named deputy executive 

producer by the series founder, David Fanning, in 

2012, and then became executive producer in 2015. 

She was in town for an event at WGCU so we 

thought we’d sit down to pick her brain about the 

future of journalism, and about making Frontline.

Mike Kiniry

Media Coverage of news media 

and current political 

climate

Gulf Coast 

Live

28:40 Living in a World 

of Fake News

Wed February 

14, 2018

Journalism professor at Florida Southwestern State 

College, to discuss his upcoming lecture “Living in a 

World of Fake News” which is part of FSW’s Critical 

Thinking Lectures Series. Professor Feemster has 

researched the history of “fake news” back to the 

dawn of the printing press. He says the world we live 

in today is quite similar to that of colonial times in 

terms of how publishers try to hold an audience, 

except now publishing is far cheaper, has no 

geographical boundaries, and moves at the speed of 

light.

Mike Kiniry

News General Reporting of 

events

News 1:18 Plane Crashes in 

Bonita Springs

Mon January 22, 

2018

A small passenger plane crashed earlier this 

afternoon near Bonita National Golf Course. Lee 

County Sheriff's Office held a press conference at 

Fire Station No. 26 off Bonita Beach Road at 3 p.m. 

During this afternoon’s press conference, 

Undersheriff Carmine Marceno said the plane left 

Page Field earlier this afternoon and approximately 

15 minutes after take-off called in a mayday, or 

distress call.

Rachel 

Iacovone



Parkland 

Shooting

Coverage of the School 

Shooting in Parkland, FL 

and the following 

protests and 

governmental responses

News 1:15 Parkland Student 

Survivors 

Address CRC In 

Cape Coral

Wed March 7, 

2018

Student survivors of the Marjory Stoneman Douglas 

High School shooting spoke Monday at a meeting of 

the Constitution Revision Commission in Cape Coral. 

The CRC meets every 20 years proposing 

amendments to the state constitution, which voters 

ultimately decide.  Stoneman Douglas senior Ryan 

Deitch chastised commission members for looking at 

their smartphones and tablet devices instead of 

actually listening as his classmates spoke

Jessica 

Meszaros

Parkland 

Shooting

Coverage of the School 

Shooting in Parkland, FL 

and the following 

protests and 

governmental responses

News 2:05 March For Our 

Lives Planned In 

Fort Myers

Mon March 5, 

2018

After the mass shooting in a Broward County high 

school that killed 17 children and adults, marches 

across the country have been organized to “stand up 

for fallen children due to senseless gun violence.” 

The events are all scheduled for March 24 to support 

the main March For Our Lives happening in 

Washington DC. There's also a planned march in 

downtown Fort Myers.  Carling Witt, 20, is a student 

at Florida Southwestern State College, studying 

music therapy and special needs education. She’s 

also the organizer of the march in Fort Myers. Witt 

says she was at the 2015 Zombicon event in 

downtown when a shooter killed one and injured 

five others.

Jessica 

Meszaros



Parkland 

Shooting

Coverage of the School 

Shooting in Parkland, FL 

and the following 

protests and 

governmental responses

News 1:39 Fort Myers High 

Schooler Writes 

Shooting Victims' 

Names In Chalk

Tue February 

20, 2018

A senior at Fort Myers High School used chalk to 

write mass shooting victims' names outside of her 

school this past weekend. Sarah Brown, 17, first 

wrote the names of gun victims at a public park, 

using chalk, after the Las Vegas mass shooting in 

October. “Every name is a person and it's kind of 

hard to realize fully what that means when you see a 

statistic and you're like ‘Oh well, 1,077 people have 

been killed in mass shootings since 1966.’ That's a 

lot, but you don’t quite get how many it is until you 

see it written out and that's what it was for me," 

says Brown. She’s picked up her chalk again in 

response to the 17 lives lost to a shooter at Marjory 

Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland this past 

Valentine’s Day. Brown says when she heard the 

news, she thought about her little sister, Margaret, 

who’s a freshman at her high school. ool in Parkland 

this past Valentine’s Day. Brown says when she 

heard the news, she thought about her little sister, 

Margaret, who’s a freshman at her high school. 

Jessica 

Meszaros

Parkland 

Shooting

Coverage of the School 

Shooting in Parkland, FL 

and the following 

protests and 

governmental responses

News 3:47 Conservation 

20/20 Questions 

Who Should Be 

Paying For Pine 

Island Arsenic 

Tests

Fri February 2, 

2018

Soil samples tested for arsenic on Pine Island 

Flatwoods Preserve came back “inconclusive.” The 

soil tests were prompted after high levels of arsenic 

were recently found in the groundwater there. Lee 

County’s Conservation 20/20 Committee, which 

owns and manages the land, met Wednesday, Jan. 

31 to talk about the results and what comes next. 

This past August, groundwater tests on the preserve 

in Saint James City showed arsenic levels were 30 

times higher than federal standards allow. Since 

then, the Conservation 20/20 Committee had soil 

samples tested to help figure out where the arsenic 

is coming from. But arsenic levels were low in the 

soil, so that did not help narrow down the culprit.

Jessica 

Meszaros



Parkland 

Shooting

Coverage of the School 

Shooting in Parkland, FL 

and the following 

protests and 

governmental responses

Gulf Coast 

Live

10:41 Student 

Walkouts - 

Reporters 

Debrief

Wed March 14, 

2018

Some Southwest Florida students walked out of 

their classes at 10:00 this morning on the one month 

anniversary of the day a 19-year-old walked into 

Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School and opened 

fire with his legally-obtained AR-15 rifle, killing 17 

people. Before school this morning, students at 

South Fort Myers High School assembled on the 

athletics field in the shape of a heart for a vigil. But, 

for the actual walkout there was some confusion in 

Lee County as to whether students would be able to 

participate. In Sarasota County the district and 

school principals announced they would permit 

students to participate without fear of 

repercussions. WGCU’s Rachel Iacavone was at 

Cypress Lake High School in Lee County, and Quincy 

Walters was at Venice High School in Sarasota 

County, and they both joined us in studio to give us 

a sense of how it went.

Mike Kiniry

Parkland 

Shooting

Coverage of the School 

Shooting in Parkland, FL 

and the following 

protests and 

governmental responses

Gulf Coast 

Live

33:31 Continuing 

Coverage of the 

Parkland School 

Shooting

Wed February 

21, 2018

Today began with heightened tension for parents 

and students with social media threats throughout 

the state in the wake of the mass shooting last week 

in Broward County which left seventeen people 

dead. A threat caused a flurry of panic at two Collier 

county schools, caused another school to go on 

lockdown in Manatee County, and caused panicking 

parents to leave work, yanking their kids out of class. 

Meanwhile, a bus load of students went to 

Tallahassee to appeal to lawmakers to do something 

to keep kids safe in school, and here in Southwest 

Florida, high school students walked out of class in 

solidarity. We’ll talk with some of the students trying 

to turn this tragedy into action, and hear from 

reporters around the state about what they're 

covering in the wake of the Parkland school 

shooting.

Mike Kiniry



Parkland 

Shooting

Coverage of the School 

Shooting in Parkland, FL 

and the following 

protests and 

governmental responses

News 1:46 Southwest 

Florida Students 

Head To D.C. For 

March For Our 

Lives

Fri March 23, 

2018

About thirty young people, ranging from middle 

schoolers to college students, met up in the parking 

lot of the Lee County School District building. They 

packed their bags into vans that’ll take them to the 

March For Our Lives rally in Washington, D.C., 

Thursday. They're a part of the hundreds of 

thousands of people expected to show up in D.C. for 

March For Our Lives on Saturday. It’s a rally planned 

by the survivors of the Marjory Stoneman Douglas 

High School Shooting last month that took 17 lives. 

Quincy J 

Walters

Parkland 

Shooting

Coverage of the School 

Shooting in Parkland, FL 

and the following 

protests and 

governmental responses

News 2:40 Hundreds Walk 

Out At Venice 

High School With 

Support Of 

Principal And 

School District

Wed March 14, 

2018

All across the country, students walked out of their 

schools to advocate for gun control and to 

commemorate the 17 lives lost in the Marjory 

Stoneman Douglas High School shooting one month 

ago Wednesday.  At a high school in Venice, Fla.,  

students had support from school administrators 

and the Sarasota County school district.

Quincy J 

Walters

Parkland 

Shooting

Coverage of the School 

Shooting in Parkland, FL 

and the following 

protests and 

governmental responses

News 2:52 Former 

Stoneman 

Douglas Students 

Speak At FGCU 

Candlelight Vigil

Wed February 

21, 2018

Florida Gulf Coast University held a vigil Tuesday 

night for the victims of the Marjory Stoneman 

Douglas High School shooting that happened last 

week. Seventeen students and adults were killed. 

This vigil was planned days earlier - yet happened 

hours after the Florida legislature voted down a 

motion to consider a ban on certain assault 

weapons. On the windy evening, 17 electronic 

candles were held while the names of those killed 

were read aloud. Mikaela Silva held a candle. She’s 

one of a number of FGCU students who went to 

Stoneman Douglas. She graduated in 2016 She said 

her years at the Parkland high school were the best 

four years of her life. Last Wednesday, Silva said she 

found out seven people she knew died. One was 

football coach and security guard, Aaron Fies. 

Quincy J 

Walters



Parkland 

Shooting

Coverage of the School 

Shooting in Parkland, FL 

and the following 

protests and 

governmental responses

News 2:26 Thoughts And 

Prayers Are 

"Unacceptable" 

To Many After 

Stoneman 

Douglas Shooting

Mon February 

19, 2018

After a gunman killed seventeen students and adults 

at Marjory Stoneman Douglas, many politicians 

Tweeted out their thoughts and prayers. A couple of 

Southwest Florida congressmen Tweeted those 

sentiments, but many people, including 

constituents, commented that thoughts and prayers 

aren't enough this time. U.S. Rep Mario Diaz-Balart, 

R-FL, who represents part of Naples, Tweeted that 

he is “Outraged” and offered his thoughts to the 

victims and their families.  

Quincy J 

Walters

Parkland 

Shooting

Coverage of the School 

Shooting in Parkland, FL 

and the following 

protests and 

governmental responses

News 3:22 Fort Myers 

March For Our 

Lives Attracts 

2,000

Mon March 26, 

2018

One of the many marches held over the weekend 

attracted 2,000 participants in Fort Myers, including 

two best friends.  The Thursday night before the 

march, high school seniors Aly Childs and her best 

friend, Christina Rossomando, made signs for the 

March For Our Lives rally in Fort Myers. Aly’s said, 

"The future is us. The future is bright." Christina’s 

said, “Arms are for hugging.” The morning of the 

march, they got ready to head downtown amid 

speculation about how many people would be there. 

The girls went back and forth looking at the 

estimated numbers on Facebook and across social 

media.

Alexandra 

Figares



Parkland 

Shooting

Coverage of the School 

Shooting in Parkland, FL 

and the following 

protests and 

governmental responses

Gulf Coast 

Live

26:45 FGCU Counselor 

Went to Aid 

Parkland Hours 

After Shooting

Wed March 21, 

2018

The Lee County Sheriff’s Office and the Lee County 

School District held a joint news conference 

Wednesday morning to announce measures they’ll 

begin taking immediately to begin hardening local 

schools. WGCU's Quincy Walters joins Gulf Coast 

Live to report back the district's plans, including one 

to put a school resource officer at every school. The 

funds for the new measures are coming from the 

Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School Public Safety 

Act that Gov. Rick Scott signed earlier this month. 

What prompted Florida’s political leaders to take up 

gun control and school safety measures this 

legislative session was the Feb. 14 attack on the 

Parkland high school of the same name and the 

avalanche of activism that has followed.

Julie Glenn

Parkland 

Shooting

Coverage of the School 

Shooting in Parkland, FL 

and the following 

protests and 

governmental responses

News 3:05 Lee County 

Students 'Asked' 

to Not Walk Out

Thu March 15, 

2018

A month after the mass shooting at a Parkland high 

school, students across the nation planned to walk 

out of class in solidarity with victims and survivors, 

but at one Lee County school, students were unsure 

whether or not they could join the movement. The 

School District of Lee County issued a statement last 

Friday telling students and staff that, while their 

individual viewpoints and First Amendment rights 

were respected by the district, they were being 

asked to “maintain the procedures for a normal 

operating day to ensure that teaching and learning 

continues.” For parents like Rebecca Modys, the 

statement felt out of touch.

Rachel 

Iacovone



Parkland 

Shooting

Coverage of the School 

Shooting in Parkland, FL 

and the following 

protests and 

governmental responses

News 2:16 FGCU Students 

Join National 

School Walkout 

Movement

Wed March 14, 

2018

Students across the nation walked out to protest 

gun violence in solidarity with Marjory Stoneman 

Douglas High School Wednesday morning, including 

some on the campus of Florida Gulf Coast University. 

Seventy-five FGCU students and faculty members 

gathered on the library lawn one month after the 

school shooting in Parkland, which took the lives of 

17 people and injured another 15. Sissi Lopez Diaz 

Jensen is a political science major at FGCU. She 

helped organize the event with the Office of 

Multicultural and Leadership Development. Lopez 

Diaz Jensen said the walkout was mainly to honor 

victims and survivors, but it also aimed to shed light 

on Gov. Rick Scott’s new school safety bill and raise 

awareness for March For Our Lives — a gun control 

demonstration scheduled to take place later this 

month in Washington, D.C.

Alexandra 

Figares

Parkland 

Shooting

Coverage of the School 

Shooting in Parkland, FL 

and the following 

protests and 

governmental responses

News 3:38 Collier Students 

Rally for Gun 

Reform

Mon February 

26, 2018

Collier County students rallied for gun reform Friday 

night, just over a week after the mass shooting at 

Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School. “Politicians 

who sit in their gilded houses and senate seats 

funded by the NRA, telling us nothing could have 

ever been done to prevent this, we call B.S.” Emma 

González unknowingly created a rallying call when 

she told the crowd at an anti-gun rally in Fort 

Lauderdale, a few days after the shooting at her high 

school, that the students were calling B.S. An hour 

and a half’s drive across the state and a week’s time 

later, students in Collier County were saying the 

same, led by another Emma – 16-year-old Naples 

High School student Emma Sullivan – who rallied her 

troops for the We Call B.S. student-led rally for gun 

reform.

Rachel 

Iacovone



Parkland 

Shooting

Coverage of the School 

Shooting in Parkland, FL 

and the following 

protests and 

governmental responses

Gulf Coast 

Live

19:24 Book Details An 

Attack on 

Campus

Wed February 

21, 2018

Mass killings on school campuses have, 

unfortunately, become commonplace in American 

society. Just a week ago today, a shooter opened fire 

at a Broward County high school – killing 17 people 

and injuring another 15. These incidents have left 

the country divided on whether we need more guns 

or less guns, better mental health care or harsher 

responses from governing bodies to red flags, the 

death penalty or mercy for the killers… Perhaps no 

recent work of fiction better handles this subject – 

and all the gray areas in between the nation’s pretty 

black-and-white divide – than “Patriots” by Will 

Kane Thompson. Due to the frequency of these 

types of events, Gulf Coast Live had actually booked 

Thompson weeks ago on the already-relevant 

subject, but now, South Florida itself is in the 

process of recovering from the shooting at Marjory 

Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland.

Rachel 

Iacovone

Parkland 

Shooting

Coverage of the School 

Shooting in Parkland, FL 

and the following 

protests and 

governmental responses

News 1:24 FGCU President 

Reacts to 

Parkland 

Shooting

Fri February 16, 

2018

Wednesday’s shooting at Marjory Stoneman 

Douglas High School in Broward County has 

provoked students to question the security 

measures in their schools and college campuses. On 

Thursday, Florida Gulf Coast University President 

Mike Martin addressed those concerns, assuring the 

university is prepared for any incidents that may 

occur. “We train people across campus, and we try 

to work with groups on campus to ensure safety," 

Martin said. "So, we just had a session on threat 

response and making everyone aware and giving 

them tips and insight as to how to best respond if 

they sense something is up.” Martin also said there 

was a heightened sense of awareness from faculty, 

staff and the university police department.

Alexandra 

Figares



Parkland 

Shooting

Coverage of the School 

Shooting in Parkland, FL 

and the following 

protests and 

governmental responses

News 1:58 SWFL School Self-

Evaluates 

Security After 

Stoneman 

Shooting

Thu February 

15, 2018

This morning, schools across the country and here in 

Southwest Florida were evaluating if they would 

have been prepared if tragedy were to strike their 

campus. Listen Listening...1:58 Click here to listen to 

the audio version. Like many parents, I drove my 

daughter to school today and felt that combination 

of guilt, fear, and helplessness that follows a mass 

shooting at a school. She told me she was scared, as 

I walked her to her first grade classroom. And, the 

people who run her school, Discovery Day Academy 

in Bonita Springs, spent the night before on social 

media monitoring a 50-post-long Facebook 

conversation in which parents talked about how to 

step up safety at a school that already has layers of 

locked doors restricting access. "Adding a mental 

health counselor, someone the students feel 

comfortable talking to," School Director Elizabeth 

Garcia said. "Adding a security guard to our campus 

and also staff and parent education as well."

Julie Glenn

Parkland 

Shooting

Coverage of the School 

Shooting in Parkland, FL 

and the following 

protests and 

governmental responses

News 1:53 Marjory 

Stoneman 

Douglas Alumna 

Texted with 

Friend in Room 

with Shooter

Wed February 

14, 2018

A shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 

School in Broward County Wednesday afternoon has 

resulted in 17 deaths. This is the 18th school 

shooting in the United States this year, and it 

happened in what the National Council for Home 

Safety and Security called the safest city in Florida 

last year. One alumna of the school now calls 

Southwest Florida home. And, if anyone knows the 

halls of Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School, it’s 

Brianne Merchant. “It is kind of spread out," 

Merchant said. "There’s, like, a main building, and 

it’s shaped like a square almost. And, the middle is 

completely empty. It’s a courtyard. So, like, when 

you walk to class, you’re walking in one big square.”

Rachel 

Iacovone



Politics Political news and 

analysis involving local 

and state lawmakers

Gulf Coast 

Live

28:47 Civil Discourse in 

a Polarized 

Society 

Discussion

Mon March 19, 

2018

Last week we hosted an event in our TV studio called 

Civil Discourse in a Polarized Society. It was the 

culmination of a partnership with Gulfshore Life 

Magazine where we explored how we’ve gotten to 

the place in our society where talking about difficult 

issues is practically impossible. About 100 people 

turned out for the discussion, led by Dr. Christopher 

Phillips, author of Socrates Café and Constitution 

Café, as well as a decades long advocate for civil 

dialogue. We streamed the event live on Facebook, 

and you can still watch it there in its entirety, but 

today we’re going to play a portion of it to give our 

listeners a sense of what was discussed.

Mike Kiniry

Politics Political news and 

analysis involving local 

and state lawmakers

Gulf Coast 

Live

52:29 Exploring the 

Breakdown in 

Civil Discourse in 

the U.S.

Wed March 7, 

2018

It’s become increasingly apparent in recent years 

that talking to people with whom we disagree, 

either politically or socially, has become practically 

impossible. We’ve partnered up with Gulfshore Life 

Magazine to try to tackle the issue. We’re joined by 

Jennifer Reed, she wrote this month’s cover story 

called “Talk to me … Please?” to find out what she 

learned from the many Southwest Floridians who 

she met while writing the article. We're also joined 

by Dr. Cindy Banyai, she’s a researcher and 

community development expert who conducted a 

series of structured conversations with folks from 

different backgrounds for the article.

Mike Kiniry



Politics Political news and 

analysis involving local 

and state lawmakers

News 2:23 Nearly 1,000 

Gather In Naples 

For Women's 

March

Mon January 22, 

2018

Nearly 1,000 people gathered in Naples Saturday for 

the second annual Women's March--exactly one 

year since President Donald Trump's inauguration. It 

was hosted by Collier Freedom.  Women, men, 

children and even dogs carried signs, reading "Black 

Lives Matter" and "Grab Em By The Polls". Several 

wore the iconic crude pink hats that debuted at last 

year's Women's March in Washington D.C., the day 

after Trump was sworn into office.

Quincy J 

Walters



Politics Political news and 

analysis involving local 

and state lawmakers

News 3:12 Calling Trump 

Mentally Ill 

"Makes It Rough" 

For People 

Dealing With 

Mental Illness

Thu January 11, 

2018

President Donald Trump’s mental fitness has been 

called into question ever since he announced his 

candidacy. Partially based on early morning Twitter 

tirades, people on the internet have assigned 

various mental illnesses to the president; from mood 

disorders to personality disorders. The trend causes 

discomfort for those living with mental illness and 

the people who treat them. At Hope Clubhouse, in 

Fort Myers, adults with mental illnesses gain skills 

that will help them in the outside world. David Hurst 

was checking out the work order board, which has a 

list of responsibilities. "Everybody chooses what task 

they want to here," said Hurst. "And it’s strictly 

voluntary." On this particular Monday, he's logged 

the mileage for the non-profit's van and and he's 

cleaned the restrooms. Hurst has Bipolar I Disorder. 

It's characterized by mood swings between mania 

and depression. He's noticed that people have 

claimed the president has the same disorder. "I think 

it's mostly conjecture. And when somebody tells 

that about Donald Trump I feel insulted to tell you 

the truth," Hurst said. "People calling him that 

without any evidence, that makes it rough on the 

rest of us. It's the tendency for people to mock him. 

Well what does that say to me as a mentally ill 

person?" Hurst said ascribing the president’s 

decisions to having a mood or personality disorder - 

after Trump says or Tweets something people don’t 

agree with - perpetuates the stigma surrounding 

mental illness.

Quincy J 

Walters



Race News regarding race 

history, and racial 

disparity in our area

News 3:50 Slideshow: MLK 

Day Parade In 

Downtown 

Naples

Wed January 17, 

2018

The Collier County NAACP held its 21st annual 

Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. parade Monday, 

Jan. 15, 2018. This year's theme is "Bridging the 

Racial Divide: Dr. King's Legacy of Inclusion and 

Diversity." While the Collier County School District 

held school Monday to make up for missed time 

during Hurricane Irma, the NAACP of Collier County 

held its annual MLK Day celebration. The group 

objected to the schools using that holiday to 

makeup time. But Collier NAACP President Vincent 

Keeys says a compromise was made and students 

were given additional instruction and materials 

related to the life and legacy of the civil rights 

leader. 

Mark Pierre

Race News regarding race 

history, and racial 

disparity in our area

News 3:26 'White Racism' 

Textbook Author 

Speaks at FGCU

Tue January 30, 

2018

Florida Gulf Coast University hosted the president of 

the American Sociological Association last week for a 

talk on colorblind racism in the Trump era. Dr. 

Eduardo Bonilla-Silva is a political sociologist and a 

self-proclaimed “proud black Puerto Rican.” He says 

both of those roles make him an expert on what he 

refers to as “new racism.”

Rachel 

Iacovone



Race News regarding race 

history, and racial 

disparity in our area

Gulf Coast 

Live

22:35 Author of 'White 

Racism' Textbook 

Comes to FGCU

Wed January 24, 

2018

The White Racism sociology course being taught at 

Florida Gulf Coast University this spring has made 

national headlines since the announcement of it 

being offered. The controversy surrounding the 

subject led many to question the course curriculum, 

including the required textbooks. The main one, 

chosen by the class' professor, Dr. Ted Thornhill, is 

"Racism without Racists: Color-Blind Racism and the 

Persistence of Racial Inequality in America" by Dr. 

Eduardo Bonilla-Silva. Bonilla-Silva is the president of 

the American Sociological Association and a 

sociology professor himself at Duke University. He 

joins Gulf Coast Live to discuss the text being used in 

the White Racism class as well as his upcoming 

lecture, "The Continuing Significance of Color-Blind 

Racism in TrumpAmerica."

Rachel 

Iacovone

Race News regarding race 

history, and racial 

disparity in our area

News 2:48 'White Racism' 

Course Begins at 

FGCU

Tue January 9, 

2018

Florida Gulf Coast University began its spring 

semester this week, but for some students today, 

that meant wading through a sea of reporters and...

Rachel 

Iacovone

Science Stories and interviews on 

new research

Gulf Coast 

Live

21:48 The Search for 

Exoplanets

Wed March 21, 

2018

We're joined by Dr. Dawn Gelino, she’s Deputy 

Director of the Exoplanet Science Institute at the 

California Instituteof Technology in Pasadena. She’s 

on campus today for a Whitaker Center STEMinar 

called “Working Together Works Better: NASA's 

NExSS Initiative to Search for Life in the Universe.” 

Mike Kiniry

Science Stories and interviews on 

new research

Gulf Coast 

Live

38:19 The Art and 

Science of 

Genealogy

Wed January 10, 

2018

Have you ever looked into your family’s history? 

Maybe you’ve even had your DNA tested by a 

company like 23andMe? We’re joined by the Lee 

County Genealogy Society's past president Carol 

Rooksby Weidlich, and FGCU professor Karen 

Ryan who is teaching a course on genealogy, to 

discuss the many ways it’s the possible these days to 

explore our roots.

Mike Kiniry



Science Stories and interviews on 

new research

Gulf Coast 

Live

22:15 21st Century 

Thought and 

Trends with 

Futurist David 

Houle

Wed January 17, 

2018

According to futurist David Houle the world as we 

know it will be transformed beyond recognition over 

the decades ahead. He'll present a series of talks at 

the Ringling College Lifelong Learning Academy, 

where he's the college’s “Futurist in Residence.” 

Houle is author of “Entering the Shift Age” which 

explores the many ways change has become a 

constant, and increasing factor in our lives and 

culture. We'll sit down with him to explore his work, 

and get a preview of his upcoming presentations, 

the first of which is on Monday, January 22. It's titled 

"2000-2018: The Trends, Forces, and Technologies 

That Have Changed Humanity This Century.”

Mike Kiniry

Traffic Large-scale road safety 

reporting

News 1:43 TRAFFIC UPDATE: 

Wildfires and VP 

Mike Pence 

Cause Delays in 

SWFL

Thu March 29, 

2018

The Florida Division of Forestry plans to conduct a 

Greenway Wildfire burnout Thursday afternoon 

around 2 p.m. The Greenway Fire was started last 

Wednesday, March 21, by a lightning strike a mile 

north of U.S. 41 East and 4 miles east of County 

Road 951 in rural Collier County. Over the weekend, 

the blaze destroyed a recreational vehicle and 

damaged a home in Naples. The Naples Daily News 

reports the wildfire was at nearly 17,000 acres and 

70 percent contained Thursday morning. Firefighters 

will create a fire line from U.S. 41 at Tomato Road, 

extending east for 7 miles. It is expected to take 

about 4 hours.

Rachel 

Iacovone


