
Quarterly Issues/Program List 
Station: WSAE-FM & WJKN-FM, Spring Arbor, MI (Simulcast programming) 

 
Period Covered: 2nd Quarter 2020 (April-June 2020) 
 
This is a listing of the significant issues responded to by the above referenced station, with the most significant programming treatment of those 
issues for the period. This listing is by no means exhaustive. The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or significance. 
 

Description of 
Issue Program/Segment Date Time  Length Description of Program 

Meals for kids 
through the Covid-
19 pandemic Mornings@HOME 

04-07-
2020 

7:15 
am 6 mins 

Jeff Beal from Jackson Public Schools came on the show 
to talk about free meal distribution for families with kids 
during coronavirus – serving any family in Jackson 
County at various locations.  

Food/Healthcare 
needs and donation 
needs for Covid-19 
pandemic in 
Jackson County Mornings@HOME 

04-10-
2020 

7:15 
am 6 mins 

Kay & Simone talked with Brad Patterson with the 
Salvation Army of Jackson about current food and 
healthcare items they need in order to take care of our 
community, along with the need for financial donations. 

Breastfeeding 
support in Jackson 
for new moms 
dealing with 
challenges of 
coronavirus Mornings@HOME 04-20-20 

7:40 
am 6 mins 

Mornings@HOME welcomed Jillian Gervais, Pediatric 
Nurse Practitioner with Jackson Breastfeeding Coalition & 
Katy Kelsch, with the Bosom Buddies support group. 
They shared how local women can be supported during 
this time, and what resources are available in Jackson. 

Fulfilling needs of 
low income or 
struggling young 
mothers in Jackson Mornings@HOME 

05-12-
2020 

8:20 
am 6 mins 

Kay spoke with Selena Taylor about how she and a group 
of women in Jackson are working alongside new mothers 
in the community who are struggling with needs for their 
babies.  

#BlackLivesMatter 
events to promote 
community 
togetherness and 
peaceful protests Mornings@HOME 06-04-20 

8:40 
am 2 minutes 

Morning hosts talked about opportunities in Jackson to 
show love, support and understanding to those in our 
community in the black community during local protest 
activities – both a church service based event and a 
prayerful protest coming up.  

      
Call for voter 
polling location 
volunteers Mornings@HOME 6-12-20 

7:00, 
8:00 2 minutes 

With just under two months to go before the August 4 
primary, Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson continues to 
call on Michiganders to be MVPs in the team sport of 



Democracy. The efforts to recruit election workers for the 
August and November elections have already been 
successful, with nearly 2,100 workers from 75 of 
Michigan’s 83 counties already signed up and many more 
expected to volunteer in the weeks ahead. Interested 
Volunteers can sign up at Michigan.gov/DemocracyMVP 

New auto reform 
updates for drivers 
in Michigan Mornings@HOME 

6-25-
2020 

7:15 
am 7 mins 

Kay and Rachel spoke with Caleb Allen from The Craft 
Agency about Michigan's New Auto Insurance Law - and 
the basics we need to know next time we renew our auto 
insurance. 

 
Public Service Announcements are attached (PAGE 2 OF 2) that relate to Issues for this quarter 
A sampling of our daily on-air live read news stories related directly to public issues are listed below 
 
NEWSCASTS 
 
June 4, 2020 
 
As people around the world ]observe the recent events surrounding the tragic deaths of Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor and George Floyd, Spring 
Arbor University acknowledges the hurt and sorrow these events and others like it have caused our nation and community as we grieve as a 
community over the pain that our African American students, faculty and staff are feeling. In a statement released by University President Brent Ellis 
and Chief Diversity officer Kevin Brown Wednesday, Spring Arbor University reminds students, faculty, staff and community of an intentional effort 
to break down barriers and eliminate harmful bias, discrimination and racism; And, a commitment to continue to learn and practice active listening, 
and develop authentic relationships that lead to trust, honesty and respect.  
  
The City of Jackson has announced plans to reopen park facilities and restart recreation programs. This is planned in phases, over the next two 
months: 
 
• Playgrounds, athletic field rentals, picnic shelters, basketball courts, tennis/pickleball courts will open this Saturday, June 6.  
• The Ella Sharp Park Golf Course will open its clubhouse and concessions with limited hours starting Monday.  
• The Ella Sharp Park Miniature Golf and Golf Learning Center will both open next Friday, June 12. 
• The adult softball league will start July 20 and will take place through October.  
• AND, Adult soccer programs are planned for July. More information will be released when plans are finalized. 
  
The Nixon Park Pool and Skate Park will remain closed for the Summer 2020 season due to COVID-19 concerns and budget restrictions. The City 
also recently announced that staff would begin working in Jackson City Hall. However, City Hall remains closed to the public through July. 

As City Hall gets closer to resuming normal business operations, so are businesses in Downtown Jackson. The Governor’s Order allows businesses to 
reopen with capacity and distancing limits on Monday, June 8. 



 

June 5, 2020 

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources has determined official opening dates for state park and state forest campgrounds and other DNR-
managed outdoor spaces. 
  
Dispersed camping on state-managed lands resumed May 29th. Camping at rustic state forest campgrounds will resume June 10. Camping, overnight 
lodging facilities, day-use shelters and sanitation stations in state parks and recreation areas reopen Monday, June 22.  
  
Many park amenities, such as bathroom buildings, hand-washing stations, and trash services, are beginning to open in phases. Additionally, outdoor 
social-distanced gatherings of up to 100 people are permitted. 
  

When the City of Jackson’s newly renovated Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center reopens later this year, residents can use new exercise 
equipment donated by Alro Steel. The refurbished exercise area, named the Alro Steel Weight Room, will contain new equipment such as ellipticals, 
treadmills, weight machines, and other exercise equipment.  

The MLK Center is currently undergoing a $1.9 million renovation from the City of Jackson. Renovations also include a larger kitchen, building 
addition for more office space, a new roof, resurfaced gym floor, and more windows throughout the facility. The MLK Center has been an important 
part of Jackson’s south side community for more than 50 years. Construction at the King Center is set to wrap up in September. 

 

June 8, 2020 

This month, Michigan consumers can begin redeeming bottles and cans that they have collected during the temporary, COVID-related shutdown of 
retail deposit rooms. Per State of Michigan Treasury Department guidelines, all supermarkets with Reverse Vending Machines located at the front of 
the store, or housed in a separate area, must accept deposit container returns on or before June 15. Due to the large number of containers consumers 
are storing, temporary restrictions on returns may occur. Because of this, consumers are encouraged to check with their local retailers before 
returning containers. 
  
Returned deposit bottles are Limited to a daily deposit refund amount of $25, among other location-specific guidelines. Deposit containers account 
for 2% of Michigan’s overall waste stream and 16% of all materials recycled in Michigan. 
  
The Michigan Department of State and the Better Business Bureau urges Michiganders to practice caution when purchasing vehicles online. More 
and more dealers are offering vehicles for sale online with the promise of easy financing, no hassle paperwork, and delivery, however with that ease 
comes certain risks buyers should be wary of. Advice for a safe vehicle purchase transaction include asking Is the Dealer Licensed? Know 



what you are buying, Fully understand the warranty, knowing how the “Taking Delivery” happens, Financing and Finalizing the sales documents. 
More information can be found at www.michigan.gov and searching for “Buying a Vehicle.” 

The first major road construction project of the summer 2020 season starts in Jackson on Monday, June 8 with a full-scale reconstruction of W. 
Franklin Street between S. Brown Street and S. West Avenue. The project includes water main and water service line replacement, sidewalk repairs, 
new curbs, gutters and driveway approaches, and new pavement on the roadway. The W. Franklin Street project is expected to be completed in Oct. 
2020. This is part of the City’s ongoing West Side Street Resurfacing Program, which has brought street resurfacings, curb repairs and sidewalk 
replacements to four residential streets over the past two years.  

 

 

June 9, 2020 

A new report by Self Financial that pinpoints how many hours of work it takes in order to pay rent in every U.S. state. By analyzing the median cost 
of rent in each state, as well as the median hourly wage there, researchers at Self Financial have determined the locations where it is toughest to make 
rent in the country.  

The 28 percent rule, a common rule of thumb, suggests that renters should spend no more than 28 percent of their income on housing. The analysis 
found that residents in Michigan need to work 31.3 hours per week to afford rent for a 1-bedroom dwelling and 39.6 hours per week for a 2-
bedroom. Michigan residents must work the 13th fewest hours per week in order to afford rent. 

 

United Way of Jackson County facilitated a grant process that provided $137,170 in federal funds to local organizations providing food, shelter and 
utility assistance to people in high-need areas. The emergency funding was announced in May and provided through the Emergency Food And 
Shelter National Board Program administered by FEMA.   

A local board of Jackson County residents determined how the funds were distributed. They were divided between the AWARE Shelter, Henry Ford 
Allegiance Health, Jackson Friendly Home, Jackson Housing Commission, Jackson InterFaith shelter, John George Home, Salvation Army, St. Mary 
Star of the Sea, St. Vincent DePaul, Springport United Methodist Church Food Pantry, Queen of the Miraculous Medal, and The Adventist 
Community Service Center. 

 

Henry Ford Allegiance Health reports encouraging milestones in their COVID-19 response. As of June 4, there are two individuals positive for 
COVID-19 who are inpatients at Henry Ford Allegiance Health, and 161 individuals with COVID-19 have been successfully treated on an inpatient 



basis and released. As a result of sustained progress, Henry Ford Allegiance Health recently closed its Incident Command Center, which coordinated 
the hospital’s COVID-19 operational needs. 
  
The hospital’s Incident Command Center opened on March 13 to begin preparing an emergency response to the anticipated outbreak of COVID-19 in 
the community. Henry Ford Allegiance Health reached its peak during the COVID-19 pandemic, with 55 individuals positive for COVID-19 who 
were inpatients at Henry Ford Allegiance Health. 

June 10, 2020 

The State of Michigan, in partnership with the Connected Nation Michigan, released a statewide Wi-Fi hotspot map today to assist residents who 
currently lack internet access at home. Lack of broadband internet access and affordability are issues in Michigan and across the country, particularly 
for people living in rural areas and for communities where there is persistent poverty.     

According to the MDE, more than 70 percent of the state’s students report using internet-enabled devices at home for schoolwork. But more than 28 
percent of students live in homes without internet access that can support virtual learning. The internet hotspot map link can be found at HOME.fm. 

Spring Arbor University will partner with Garcia (GAR-SHUH) Laboratory in Jackson, for COVID-19 testing for SAU students and employees as 
they begin to return to campus. SAU will offer their employees and students two tests, FDA-approved Polymerase Chain Reaction and Antibody 
tests.  
 
SAU has developed a phased approach to bring employees back on campus for in-person operations. SAU employees will be tested the Wednesday 
prior to their return to work, utilizing Garcia testing kits. The university and employees will receive results within 24 hours; with a daily health 
screening prior to reporting for work. 
 
SAU will provide testing for current and incoming students immediately before the start of the fall semester. SAU students will resume face-to-face 
instruction for the fall semester, which is scheduled to commence in late August. 
 

Friday, June 12, 2020 

The Michigan Department of Insurance and Financial Services is announcing that the amnesty period under Michigan’s new auto insurance law for 
previously uninsured drivers to get coverage without penalties begins July 2, 2020, and encourages drivers to begin seeking quotes from insurance 
companies or agents at this time. 

The penalties and coverage restrictions for drivers with lapsed coverage varied among insurance companies. Under the new law, insurers cannot limit 
coverage, charge a reinstatement fee, or increase the premium for a driver solely due to a lapse in coverage.  

 



Monday, June 15, 2020 

Michigan’s Unemployment Insurance Fraud Task Force is working to investigate and prosecute unemployment fraud. State unemployment insurance 
systems across the country have been under attack by well-organized criminals attempting to take advantage of Michigan residents through imposter 
claims. If anyone suspects identity theft, they should visit Michigan.gov/UIA and click the “Report Identity Theft” link. 
  
The Michigan Department of State’s Bureau of Elections has launched an online platform to provide voters with another method of digitally 
submitting their absent voter ballot applications. Voters can already submit applications digitally by scanning and emailing their signed applications 
to clerks. More information is online at Michigan.gov/Vote. 
  
The City of Jackson and Community Action Agency are joining forces to keep Jackson residents in their homes with access to water; and resources 
for the prevention of foreclosure and eviction. Residents can now apply for assistance through CAA to receive help from $756,000 in federal funds. 
The first step to getting assistance is calling 517-784-4800. 

Tuesday, June 16, 2020 

Beginning this week, and for a limited time, the American Red Cross is testing all blood, platelet and plasma donations for COVID-19 antibodies, 
providing donors insight into whether they have been exposed to this coronavirus. Antibody testing will indicate if the donor’s immune system has 
produced antibodies to this coronavirus, regardless of whether they developed symptoms. Donations will be tested using samples pulled at the time 
of donation and sent to a testing laboratory where they will also undergo routine infectious disease testing. A positive antibody test result does not 
confirm infection or immunity. COVID-19 antibody test results will be available within 7-10 days in the Red Cross Blood Donor App or donor 
portal at RedCrossBlood.org. The test has been authorized for emergency use by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
  

 A $2.4 million construction project that will reconstruct a major road and build a new roundabout at a busy intersection has begun in Jackson. The 
work is happening on S. Martin Luther King Jr. Drive between E. Mason and E. Morrell streets. Crews will fully reconstruct the roadway with new 
underground infrastructure and pavement, along with constructing a roundabout at the intersection of S. MLK Drive and E. Morrell Street. The 
project is expected to wrap up in late October. Access to homes and businesses will be maintained during the construction. 

06-18-2020  
 
Time is running out for eligible individuals who graduated in 2016 with a high school diploma or equivalent to claim their Tuition Incentive Program 
benefits, according to the Michigan Department of Treasury.  The grant program encourages eligible Michigan Medicaid recipients to complete high 
school by providing college tuition assistance.  Eligible students have four years from high school graduation to initiate benefits or permanently 
forfeit eligibility.  To learn more about TIP and how to start using it, visit www.michigan.gov/mistudentaid     
 
The Michigan Department of Transportation will begin shifting traffic into a split-merge configuration. This work is part of the ongoing I-94 
Corridor Project. Last night, freeway traffic was shifted, moving one lane of westbound I-94 to the eastbound side. The Sargent Road on ramp to 



westbound I-94 and the ramp to southbound US-127 will be closed. Nightly lane closures will continue throughout the project.     For more 
information about the project, go to www.Michigan.gov/I94Jackson.       
 
There will be a Juneteeth block party celebration on Friday, June 19 on West Washington St between Blackstone & S Jackson St in Downtown 
Jackson that will run from. Attendees are encouraged to connect with Neighbors, Share Ideas, DANCE!    Live painting demonstrations of the iconic 
new BLACK LIVES MATTER mural and features entertainment and food trucks. Details are on our HOME dot fm community calendar.           
 
 
6-19-2020 
 
The City of Jackson is working with residents to paint a mural on the road surface of W. Washington Avenue that says “Black Lives Matter” in bold 
letters. Jackson residents Lana King and Tricia Chamberlain recently approached the City about painting the mural. It was first approved by the City 
of Jackson Public Arts Commission, and granted final approval from the Jackson City Council at their meeting on Tuesday, June 16. The painting of 
the mural in the center lane of W. Washington is a community-led event that’s supported by the City of Jackson. The mural painting comes less than 
one week after a similar Black Lives Matter mural was painted on the road surface of E. High Street near the MLK Equality Trail and Elnora 
Moorman Plaza. It also falls on today’s celebration of Juneteenth.  
  
  
6-22-2020 
 

The Michigan Department of Insurance and Financial Services (DIFS) will offer virtual town hall events this week about Michigan’s new auto 
insurance law for drivers and auto insurance agents. The live online town hall meetings are part of a series of events that will help drivers learn and 
ask questions about Michigan’s new auto insurance law and the choices they will need to make for policies issued or renewed after July 1, 2020. 
Statewide events include online streams tomorrow at 12:30 pm and Wednesday at 11:30 am. Information is online at michigan.gov/autoinsurance.   

The Unemployment Insurance Agency today provided an update on unemployment claims related to COVID-19 in Michigan. Since March 15, 
approximately 2.1 million eligible claimants have applied for state and federal benefits, with $11.4 billion in benefits paid to more 2 million workers. 
The UIA continues to work through the remaining 140,000 active accounts to move eligible claimants back into benefits.  
 
THURSDAY, June 25, 2020 

Most Michigan gyms will remain closed, after a late night, eight-page decision of a panel of three federal judges and Governor Gretchen Whitmer to 
put a hold on fitness centers re-opening due to Covid-19 concerns. Gyms had been set to open Thursday under a ruling by U.S. District Court Judge 
Paul Maloney on Monday. Judges stated that state and local executives have “had difficult decisions to make in honoring public health concerns 
while respecting individual liberties. 

06-26-2020 
  



A consumer alert has been issued to warn of misinformation as many turn to social media for help or answers in their continued struggle with 
applying for and obtaining unemployment benefits. Attorney General Dana Nessel encouraged Michiganders to be aware that offers via social 
media to assist claimants with the benefit process are likely scams, and that the answers provided to unemployment-related questions may contain 
misinformation that encourages claimants to commit fraud. If a post is offering to help you with any portion of the benefit process for a fee, it is most 
likely a scam. There is no guarantee that the person behind the post actually intends to assist you or can help you, and you may never receive the 
services you pay for. To ensure you have accurate information, call the UIA Customer Service line at 1-866-500-0017. 

Voters who requested absentee ballots can expect them to arrive in their mailboxes soon, as clerks will begin mailing them today for the August 4 
primary elections per the constitutional amendment passed by voters in 2018 that requires ballot mailing begin no later than 40 days prior to 
elections. Voters have numerous options to vote safely this election, including absentee by mail, absentee at a ballot dropbox or their local clerk’s 
office, in-person at their clerk’s office or satellite office in the 14 days prior to the election, or at a polling location on election day. Absentee ballots 
can be requested at Michigan.gov/Vote. 
 

June is American Housing Month and the Michigan Department of Insurance and Financial Services is raising awareness about ways Michiganders 
can protect their homes through lender programs for those impacted by COVID-19 and through insurance policy reviews to make sure they have the 
coverage they need before they need it. The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, Economic Security Act provides help to those with federally backed mortgages, 
giving homeowners forbearance options and protection from extra fees or interest. Homeowners should also consider reviewing their insurance 
policies with their agent or insurance company to understand their coverage and any new discounts available, including for recent home 
improvements or going without a claim for a certain amount of time. Consumers who need assistance with their insurance or financial services 
company can also contact DIFS Monday through Friday at 877-999-6442. 

06-30-2020 
  
June is recognized as National Internet Safety Month. The Protect My Child is a program hosted on the Secretary of State website. Families and 
schools can use to block adult-oriented advertisements from reaching their children’s email inboxes, tablets, cell phones or instant messenger IDs. 
Parents or schools may register the electronic addresses for any devices children use at ProtectMiChild.com. 

In May, the Michigan College Access Network launched a college advising hotline to assist students during the Covid-19 pandemic to fill the post-
secondary planning gaps. The hotline is available from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday and students have the option of calling or texting. 
After business hours, students can text or leave a voicemail and messages will be responded to the next business day. The number is (810) 373-5385. 

The City of Jackson posted details of the local Fireworks Ordinance on Facebook Monday. Consumer fireworks, the largescale aerial fireworks that 
shoot into the sky for a large visual effect, are allowed now through this Sunday, July 5 between 11 a.m. and 11:45 p.m. Any usage outside of these 
times may result in a $1,000 fine. If you'd like to report a fireworks concern, you are asked to call 911. Additionally, Jackson's Fireworks Ordinance 
details are online at city of Jackson dot org.  

 



 

 


