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ISSUES OF CONCERN TO CHICAGO
ADDRESSED IN RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING IN THE

THIRD QUARTER 2014

1. School Reform and Education: Efforts to improve student performance and achievement, 
making sure teachers are performing well in the classroom and general educational issues 
in Chicago and suburbs.

2. Business and Job Development: Creating an economic climate that supports small 
business and entrepreneurs.  Provide assistance to develop new businesses and jobs in 
distressed economic areas.  

3. Crime and Violence: Support of community policing efforts in Chicago, efforts to reduce 
gang activity and the spread of gangs into the suburbs, ensuring that the police 
department operates legally and with respect the communities it serves.

4. Transportation: Maintenance, improvement and safety of Chicago’s transportation 
system, including the airports, commuter rail service, and highway development.

5. Family Issues: Helping to maintain stable families; parental education; finding permanent 
homes for children in state care.  

6.         Health Care: Providing adequate facilities for health care, particularly indigent care; 
providing affordable health care and access to services.

7. Voter Information: Helping voters make personal election decisions by giving insights 
into those that are running for offices in upcoming elections.
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WXRT - FM
PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS COMMUNITY ISSUES

THIRD QUARTER, 2014

1. Pubic Affairs Program: July 19 & 27, August 16th & 24th and September 20th at 6am. 
Duration: (30:00).  This locally produced show features interviews with authors and 
professionals regarding issues of local and national concern.

2. At Issue: Saturdays & Sundays (except July 19 & 27, August 16th & 24th and September 
20th)at 6am. 
Duration:  (30:00) Locally produced interview show featuring top newsmakers    
discussing state and community issues.
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I. SCHOOL REFORM AND EDUCATION

At Issue
August 17 & 23, 2014
Guest:  Karen Lewis/Chicago Teachers Union President   
10 minutes out of 30 minute program

 Lewis said the Chicago Public Schools need more social workers to help the students in 
Chicago.  Lewis claimed that Mayor Emanuel said 25-percent of the children in Chicago will 
not amount anything; and she said you can’t have that type of thinking.

Public Affairs Program
August 16 & 24, 2014
Guests:  Dr. LaMar Hasbrouck, head of the Illinois Department of Public Health.

Topic:  Kids and parents preparing to go back to school ... and that includes getting out 
health records - and shots - up to date so with us is the Director of the Illinois Department of 
Public Health, Doctor LaMar Hasbrouck. Dr. Hasbrouck has headed the department of public 
health for two-and-a-half years, and has worked with the CDC's Epidemic Intelligence Service ... 
he's worked to fight polio with the World Health Organization, and to fight AIDS with the 
President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief.  Dr. Hasbrouck notes there are some new 
requirements for vaccinations in Illinois.  They now have to get two shots of the MMR vaccine -- 
focusing on mumps and rubella.  In response to a question about why parents may skip shots – 
Dr. Hasbrouck noted some parents lose track, and in some cases have bad information about the 
side effects of different shots. Dixon pointed out the British journal The Lancet had retracted an 
old study connecting vaccinations to autism, because the doctor who wrote it was making up the 
results. His medical license was revoked.  They discussed recent outbreaks of mumps and 
whooping cough in Illinois in the last few years, as well as a national outbreak of measles.
Dr. Hasbrouck added that Illinois will begin phasing in a requirement that children get two 
varicella (chicken pox) shots. Because immunity can taper off, and adults need boosters.
He also urges everyone get a flu shot each year, saying the common flu kills tens of thousands of 
people and vaccines can stop this. Dr. Hasbrouck says Illinois is getting better in vaccinating 
young people against HPV (human papillomavirus):  the rate increased from 41% to 53% in 
girls; boys and girls should get it to prevent the spread of HPV, which is a precursor to cervical 
and other reproductive cancers.  Recent research that counters the worry that getting the HPV 
vaccine would green light unsafe sex: in a survey of 300 girls between the ages of 13 and 21, it 
found getting the vaccine series did not change their attitudes about safe sex.

Dr. Hasbrouck was asked about what parents might want to discuss with their children as school 
begins. Depending on their ages, he suggests addressing issues including depression, bullying, 
finding good outlets for energy, and safe sex. In areas with high STD rates he urges parents to 
discuss using condoms with sexually active kids.  Dr. Hasbrouck discussed some of IDPH’s back 
to school initiatives, including “Fuel Up To Play 60” – an effort to get kids to eat healthy and be 
active for 60 minutes each day. He said physically healthy kids do better in classroom.
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Dr. Hasbrouck discussed another IDPH initiative -- Health Datapalooza. It is free data on health 
to community;  IDPH makes  it available and provides a forum for people to make apps aimed at 
improving access to health care, or encouraging people to be healthy.
He said IDPH will do more app contests to encourage more public sharing of health data.
He noted Text To Survive, which is a service that tells you the closest place for HIV testing.
Dr. Hasbrouck worked with the Centers for Disease Control in the Epidemic Intelligence Service 
– called “the CIA for diseases” – which is currently working on the Ebola outbreak in west 
Africa. He noted the threat level in the US should be low to none; that one needs bodily fluid 
contact with someone who is deathly ill to be exposed to the Ebola virus.  Dr. Hasbrouck co-
authored the Surgeon General's Report on Youth Violence in 2001, and has worked with Cure 
Violence in Chicago – which treats gun violence as a preventable epidemic. He sees it as a public 
health issue which must be viewed from 360-degrees.
Also discussed his future goals for IDPH. They include making Illinois the healthiest state. He 
says it’s only as healthy as its least healthy citizen.
He wants to work on closing gaps in health, for example: black and Latino infant mortality rates 
are higher than those for white babies and would like to narrow that wedge.
He hopes to use data and maps to persuade the General Assembly to spend enough money on 
public health in the right spots.
Dr. Hasbrouck asked listeners to find IDPH online, on Facebook, and to follow him on Twitter: 
@drlamarmd for more information.
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II.  BUSINESS AND JOB DEVELOPMENT 

At Issue
July 6 & 12, 2014
Guest: Andy Shaw/CEO and President of Better Government Association  
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

Shaw said he loves being the President and CEO of the Better Government Association, 
and that it does not feel like he has been in charge of the BGA for 5 years. Shaw said since he 
has been on the staff the BGA has been able to recruit more people to the organization. Shaw 
said because they were able to hire a part time lawyer, they have increased the number lawsuits 
government related lawsuits in Illinois. Shaw said they conducted about 300 investigations and 
90 of those have resulted in some type of government reform, which has saved the state $50 
million in tax dollars. Shaw said the biggest challenge they face is governmental road blocks 
against the ‘Freedom of Information Act.’  Shaw said the BGA filed a lawsuit against the 
Chicago Transit Authority, because the CTA refused to give up a photo of an employee they 
were investigating. Shaw said they also filed a lawsuit against Cook County, because the BGA 
wanted logs of the calls from politicians who they think might have violated the Shackman 
Decree. Shaw said Cook County refused to give up those documents so the BGA sued them. 
Shaw said he realized early on that Springfield is where the most money is spent, the biggest 
decisions are made, and has the least watchdog oversight.  So the BGA opened an office there.  
Shaw said the hiring scandal with the Illinois Department Of Transportation was unveiled by a 
BGA investigation. Shaw said their goal was not to get the head of IDOT Anne Schneider fired, 
but to make sure hiring at IDOT was done fairly.  Shaw said every citizen of Illinois should have 
equal access to those types of jobs.  Shaw said the BGA does not target certain political parties. 
He said they’ve investigated more Democratic politicians than Republican because there are 
more Democrats in charge.    

At Issue
August 2, 2014
Guest: Bill Foster/11th District Congressman   
12 minutes out of 30 minute program

Foster said he supports Senator Dick Durbin’s new proposed legislation that would give 
tax credit to companies that keep well-paying jobs with benefits in the United States. Foster said 
he voted for a bill that would prevent corporations who moved their operation offshore from 
getting federal contracts.  Foster said there used to be a sense of responsibility from American 
corporations to keep their companies in the United States.   
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III. CRIME AND VIOLENCE

Public Affairs Program
July 19 & July 27, 2014
Guests:  Chicago Tribune’s Peter Nickeas and Chicago Sun Times’ Sam Charles

Interviewed by Mary Dixon

Topic:  Joining us are two of our overnight police beat reporters – Sam Charles of the Sun 
Times, and Peter Nickeas of the Tribune.

Dixon outlined statistics from the weekend previous to the interview: From Thursday evening 
until Monday morning 82 people were shot in Chicago. 14 died. Chicago police shot dead two 
teenaged boys – officers said the suspects had refused to drop their guns.
The last time July 4th fell on a Friday, seven people were shot to death in Chicago. This comes in 
a year when the number of murders is down compared to previous years – Chicago’s homicide 
rate is actually down to its lowest since the 1960s.
But something happened over the July fourth weekend. What factors are at play here? 
Peter Nickeas said until Sunday afternoon, it was standard for Chicago weekend; Sunday 
afternoon – Monday was rare and the most violence he’d ever covered.
Sam Charles added that every 20 minutes people were shot; police did not take eye off the ball; 
department was in force
Further, he said the Independence Day weekend is factor because people are drinking and 
partying.

Nickeas added that in many case, the victims are involved with illegal things; often they are 
gangbangers
There are some arguments on gun violence but no changes seen on streets.

Dixon went through some further statistics:
Chicago murder to date – 2014: 185 (Through Sunday 7/6/14)
Chicago homicides 2013: 415 – 1,864 shot lowest since 1965 (396)
Chicago homicides 2012: 503 – 2,448 shot
1974 – 970 homicides
In 1990, Chicago’s murder rate reached a nine-year high: 851 people were killed. 601 were shot; 
101 were classified as gang-related, and for the first time, Chicago police would list a new 
category of homicide: drive-by shooting.
1992 – 943 murders – all time high
1999 – 643 – first significant drop
2003 – 601
2004 – 453 – CPD implements policing suggestions from LAPD.

Dixon noted the outrage is higher today while violence is lower.
Charles pointed out there’s higher accessibility to information; everyone can search on internet.
Nickeas said that homicide as a category doesn’t reflect the scope of gun violence well; due to 
medical care; more are surviving gunshot wounds.
-2- 
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Dixon said it is worth noting that over the holiday, nearly everyone killed was a Black or a 
Hispanic man under the age of 35. One was a woman.
The great majority are reported in certain neighborhoods on the South Side (Englewood, 
Auburn-Gresham, South Shore, etc.) and on the West Side (Austin, Lawndale).

Dixon noted in the 90s, it was put down to a gang war, and a crack epidemic. What of today?
Both reporters agree people are using firearms to solve disputes.
Also, the gangs are fragmenting.

Charles has been on the overnight street crime beat for the Sun Times for one year; Nickeas for 
the Tribune for three years. 

Perceptions: Dixon said ‘I hear people say “Why is the media calling it ‘gun violence’ when we 
know this is gang or drug-related violence?”’
Nickeas said you can’t attribute all violence into anything but gun violence.
Charles agreed that gun violence only way you can describe 80 shootings. 

On the victims/perpetrators: Charles noted they may be a gangbanger but they are still someone’s 
kid or brother; it is the “story of the city.”
Nickeas added that kids are growing up hearing screaming; what is this doing to their 
development; it doesn’t happen in a vacuum, others are affected as well,

Chicago magazine has challenged Chicago’s homicide statistics, arguing that cases have been 
deliberately misclassified to lower the rate, particularly in 2013.
Neither Nickeas nor Charles would be too surprised if this were true.

Both agreed that Chicago police are doing some things well and feel their hearts are mostly in 
the right place. Nickeas pointed out neighborhoods where things are better have communities 
that are joining police in dealing with the problem.

Both hate the use of the term #Chiraq. 
Nickeas, whose brothers are servicemembers, said it does not even compare and is insulting to 
servicemen. Charles agrees the term trivializes both places; becomes point of pride for wrong 
reasons.
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At Issue
July 13, 2014
Guest: Michael Zalewski/Illinois State Representative    
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

As co-chair of the Joint Criminal Justice Reform Committee, Zalewski said committee’s 
mission is to make sure the criminal justice system works with optimum performance. Zalewski 
said one of the key issues is decreasing the prison population. Zalewski talked about a recent gun 
bill that failed: a bill that would have legislated three- year minimum jail sentences for illegal 
gun possession.  He said it failed because a number of groups were against it, including the 
legislative black caucus, some suburban Republicans and left-center Democrats. Zalewski said 
60 votes are required to pass bills in the state house, which he said is difficult to do.  He also said 
it makes no sense for taxpayers to foot the bill for certain criminals and that prisons in Illinois are 
overcrowded.  Zalewski said for the correctional system to work properly, it needs to be funded 
properly. He said juvenile justice is a huge issue and he is all for reforms to make the system 
better.  Zalewski said in the next couple of months he hopes several proposals will come up for 
vote and he hopes some will pass.  Zalewski said the reform committee also wants to start 
working on long term solutions for reforming the criminal justice system. 

At Issue
August 2, 2014
Guest: Bill Foster/11th District Congressman   
5 minutes out of 30 minute program

Foster said he is pushing legislation to expand background checks on gun purchases. He 
said a decade ago the city of Aurora had some 25-27 gun-related murders, but this year they have 
had zero.  Foster said there needs to be a realistic approach to reducing gun crimes.  He said 
mentally unstable individuals should not be allowed to have weapons. 

At Issue
August 3 & 9, 2014
Guest: Father Mike Pfleger/Roman Catholic priest and social activist   
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

Pfleger said the marches he organizes to combat violence work because it gets 
information to the community. Pfleger said while marching, he and others can point those they 
meet in the right direction to get help.  Pfleger said there are children in some neighborhoods that 
stay inside all the time because it is too dangerous to play outside. Pfleger said according to the 
police department, Chicago has the largest gang population in the country. He said we need to 
hold people accountable, but provide options so criminals don’t go back to gang banging. Pfleger 
said the blame for violence is shared,    and parents need to be held accountable for their 
children; but he said we also need to make sure parents know how to properly raise their kids. 
Pfleger said instead of telling people they are terrible at parenting, they should be directed to 
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parenting classes. Pfleger said he does have success with his programs. He cited one example of 
a person who did such a good job interning at Walgreens, the company ended up hiring him. 
Pfleger said he does not think the City of Chicago has enough police officers. Pfleger did say the 
police neighborhood foot patrol works well. He said there must be a better relationship between 
the police and community members. On his ‘Cash for Guns program,’ Pfleger said the first 150 
people aged 16 to 30 who turn in a working gun, each receive a $100 gift card or a pair of Adidas 
shoes. Pfleger said because of limited funds they can only do it for their target audience and for 
the first 150 people. But Pfleger said anyone can turn in a gun. Pfleger said he is trying as many 
things as he can to reduce the violence in Chicago. He said the NRA has been successful in 
delivering its message that having a gun makes you safer. Pfleger said if we can invest $3 billion 
in the border, we can invest $3 billion in urban America. Pfleger said without proper support, the 
underprivileged in the inner city will habitually take jobs where they won’t be successful.     

At Issue
September 7 & 13, 2014
Guest:  Faisal Khan/City Council Inspector General    
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

Khan said his job is to investigate complaints against members of the Chicago City 
Council--the aldermen. Khan said if a person wants to make a complaint, he or she has to come 
in and under penalty of perjury sign a document saying they are telling the truth.  Khan said 
despite the limitations of the job, he thought it would be a good position. Khan said in his first 
month on the job he had five complaints. Khan said from January thru July, 56 complaints had 
been filed. Khan said as the word got out about what he’s doing; the more people came forward 
with complaints.  Khan said they have taken on such cases as alderman using campaign money 
to buy tropical fish, dolls for their doll collection and spending lavishly on themselves and their 
families.  Khan said he had to use his subpoena power to get timesheets from some aldermen, 
because they refused to hand them over. Khan said timesheets from aldermen are public record 
and everyone has a right to have them if they want. Khan said the city council has made it 
difficult to conduct the investigations properly. 

At Issue
September 14, 2014
Guest:  Mark Kirk/Illinois U.S. Senator    
25 minutes out of 30 minute program

Kirk said the government of Iraq is not hopeless and that the Iraqi government is loyal to 
the United States. Kirk said it is important that other nations help the U.S. in combating terrorism 
around the world. Kirk said if America goes into combat over Syria, Americans should be ready 
for potential air casualties because it has an extremely sophisticated air system. Kirk also said the 
American people should have a voice in how the United States uses military action.  Kirk said 
Obama should rethink his plans of completely withdrawing troops from Afghanistan.  Kirk also 
talked about violence in the Chicago area.  Kirk said there should be a federal grant to combat 
the ‘Gangster Disciples’ gang.  He also said creating opportunities for young people would help 
combat gangs.   
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IV.      TRANSPORTATION

At Issue
July 20 & 26, 2014
Guest: Kristi LaFleur/Exec. Dir. Illinois Tollway   
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

LaFleur said the Illinois Tollway will be installing new technology on the Tri-state 
Tollway. LaFleur said one of the key features is the ability to pay via smart phones rather than 
transponders.  LaFleur said they also are installing new cameras on the toll roads, cameras that 
will hold up better in all types of weather, helping to take more accurate pictures. LaFleur said it 
is important to have up-to-date technology because it means fewer mistakes.  LaFleur said the 
Illinois Tollway Authority respects drivers’ privacy, so the authority will not turn over 
information about individuals who pay at tolls. LaFleur said 85-percent of drivers use an I-pass 
or some type of electronic device to pay tolls.  LaFleur also talked about improvements in 
progress on I-90 and the Jane Addams Tollway. She said a lane is being added, and all lanes are 
being widened.  LaFleur said construction on the Jane Addams is a $ 2.5 billion investment and 
construction is scheduled to be done by 2016.  She said the authority has not received many 
complaints about closing the Des Plaines Oasis along the Jane Adams.  LaFleur also said this 
year marks the real start of the Elgin/O’Hare access project.  She said all the stoplights on the 
interchange between Elgin and O’Hare are being removed.  

 At Issue
August 10, 2014
Guests:  Jac Charliet/Head of Fair Allocation in Runways, Jeff Pruyn/Mayor of Itasca    
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

Mike Krauser filled in as host.  The topic was the O’Hare Modernization Project. The 
show started with a soundbite from Diane Yost of Sauganash, a resident who is affected by the 
noise from the airport.  Yost complained about a constant noise of planes in the neighborhood.  
Pruyn said he is getting emails all the time about the excessive noise from O’Hare.  Pruyn said 
most residents were used to the noise at O’Hare, but now it has become unbearable with the 
O’Hare Modernization Project.  Charliet said O’Hare makes changes all the time and it is not 
impossible for O’Hare to change how planes are directed.  Pruyn said he believes residents were 
not informed properly about the project, because the project was too big to know the type of 
impact.  Charliet disagreed and said the city intentionally mislead residents.  He said getting data 
from the noise readers is difficult.  Charliet said the information on those noise readers prove 
what the neighbors are complaining about—the excessive level of noise.  Charliet said his 
organization has received a record number of noise complaints.  And he said his organization 
supports sound proofing for homes, but that O’Hare needs to do its part to keep the noise level 
down.  Charliet said his group is asking residents to appeal their property taxes in order to bring 
attention to the severity of the problem.
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V.   FAMILY ISSUES

At Issue
August 2, 2014
Guest: Bill Foster/11th District Congressman   
12 minutes out of 30 minute program

Foster said the term “dreamers,” in regards to immigration reform, refers to children who were 
brought to the United States illegally by their parents.  Foster said while those people are not 
citizens, they were raised in the United States.  Foster then said there is no reason why they 
should not become citizens and be able to join our military.  Foster also talked about the dangers 
faced by foreign children who are sent by their families to the U.S.  He said some of those 
families use illegal traffickers, and that a third of girls “shipped” by such traffickers are raped.   

Public Affairs Program
August 16 & 24, 2014
Guests:  Dr. LaMar Hasbrouck, head of the Illinois Department of Public Health.

Interviewed by Mary Dixon

Topic:  Kids and parents preparing to go back to school ... and that includes getting out 
health records - and shots - up to date so with us is the Director of the Illinois Department of 
Public Health, Doctor LaMar Hasbrouck. Dr. Hasbrouck has headed the department of public 
health for two-and-a-half years, and has worked with the CDC's Epidemic Intelligence Service ... 
he's worked to fight polio with the World Health Organization, and to fight AIDS with the 
President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief.  Dr. Hasbrouck notes there are some new 
requirements for vaccinations in Illinois.  They now have to get two shots of the MMR vaccine -- 
focusing on mumps and rubella.  In response to a question about why parents may skip shots – 
Dr. Hasbrouck noted some parents lose track, and in some cases have bad information about the 
side effects of different shots. Dixon pointed out the British journal The Lancet had retracted an 
old study connecting vaccinations to autism, because the doctor who wrote it was making up the 
results. His medical license was revoked.  They discussed recent outbreaks of mumps and 
whooping cough in Illinois in the last few years, as well as a national outbreak of measles.
Dr. Hasbrouck added that Illinois will begin phasing in a requirement that children get two 
varicella (chicken pox) shots. Because immunity can taper off, and adults need boosters.
He also urges everyone get a flu shot each year, saying the common flu kills tens of thousands of 
people and vaccines can stop this. Dr. Hasbrouck says Illinois is getting better in vaccinating 
young people against HPV (human papillomavirus):  the rate increased from 41% to 53% in 
girls; boys and girls should get it to prevent the spread of HPV, which is a precursor to cervical 
and other reproductive cancers.  Recent research that counters the worry that getting the HPV 
vaccine would green light unsafe sex: in a survey of 300 girls between the ages of 13 and 21, it 
found getting the vaccine series did not change their attitudes about safe sex.

Dr. Hasbrouck was asked about what parents might want to discuss with their children as school 
begins. Depending on their ages, he suggests addressing issues including depression, bullying, 
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finding good outlets for energy, and safe sex. In areas with high STD rates he urges parents to 
discuss using condoms with sexually active kids.  Dr. Hasbrouck discussed some of IDPH’s back 
to school initiatives, including “Fuel Up To Play 60” – an effort to get kids to eat healthy and be 
active for 60 minutes each day. He said physically healthy kids do better in classroom.
Dr. Hasbrouck discussed another IDPH initiative -- Health Datapalooza. It is free data on health 
to community;  IDPH makes  it available and provides a forum for people to make apps aimed at 
improving access to health care, or encouraging people to be healthy.
He said IDPH will do more app contests to encourage more public sharing of health data.
He noted Text To Survive, which is a service that tells you the closest place for HIV testing.
Dr. Hasbrouck worked with the Centers for Disease Control in the Epidemic Intelligence Service 
– called “the CIA for diseases” – which is currently working on the Ebola outbreak in west 
Africa. He noted the threat level in the US should be low to none; that one needs bodily fluid 
contact with someone who is deathly ill to be exposed to the Ebola virus.  Dr. Hasbrouck co-
authored the Surgeon General's Report on Youth Violence in 2001, and has worked with Cure 
Violence in Chicago – which treats gun violence as a preventable epidemic. He sees it as a public 
health issue which must be viewed from 360-degrees.
Also discussed his future goals for IDPH. They include making Illinois the healthiest state. He 
says it’s only as healthy as its least healthy citizen.
He wants to work on closing gaps in health, for example: black and Latino infant mortality rates 
are higher than those for white babies and would like to narrow that wedge.
He hopes to use data and maps to persuade the General Assembly to spend enough money on 
public health in the right spots.
Dr. Hasbrouck asked listeners to find IDPH online, on Facebook, and to follow him on Twitter: 
@drlamarmd for more information.

Public Affairs Program
September 20th
Guests:  Melanie Chavin, Vice President of Program Services, Altzheimer’s 
Association, Illinois Chapter

Topic: Discussed symptoms of Alzheimer’s.   How it impacts the lives of the 
people diagnosed and the challenges for care givers and family members.    Also discussed the 
challenges of the baby boomers aging and an increase in people diagnosed with Alzheimer’s 
and the stress it will put on the medical community.
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VI.  HEALTH CARE

Public Affairs Program
August 16 & 24, 2014
Guests:  Dr. LaMar Hasbrouck, head of the Illinois Department of Public Health.

Interviewed by Mary Dixon

Topic:  Kids and parents preparing to go back to school ... and that includes getting out 
health records - and shots - up to date so with us is the Director of the Illinois Department of 
Public Health, Doctor LaMar Hasbrouck. Dr. Hasbrouck has headed the department of public 
health for two-and-a-half years, and has worked with the CDC's Epidemic Intelligence Service ... 
he's worked to fight polio with the World Health Organization, and to fight AIDS with the 
President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief.  Dr. Hasbrouck notes there are some new 
requirements for vaccinations in Illinois.  They now have to get two shots of the MMR vaccine -- 
focusing on mumps and rubella.  In response to a question about why parents may skip shots – 
Dr. Hasbrouck noted some parents lose track, and in some cases have bad information about the 
side effects of different shots. Dixon pointed out the British journal The Lancet had retracted an 
old study connecting vaccinations to autism, because the doctor who wrote it was making up the 
results. His medical license was revoked.  They discussed recent outbreaks of mumps and 
whooping cough in Illinois in the last few years, as well as a national outbreak of measles.
Dr. Hasbrouck added that Illinois will begin phasing in a requirement that children get two 
varicella (chicken pox) shots. Because immunity can taper off, and adults need boosters.
He also urges everyone get a flu shot each year, saying the common flu kills tens of thousands of 
people and vaccines can stop this. Dr. Hasbrouck says Illinois is getting better in vaccinating 
young people against HPV (human papillomavirus):  the rate increased from 41% to 53% in 
girls; boys and girls should get it to prevent the spread of HPV, which is a precursor to cervical 
and other reproductive cancers.  Recent research that counters the worry that getting the HPV 
vaccine would green light unsafe sex: in a survey of 300 girls between the ages of 13 and 21, it 
found getting the vaccine series did not change their attitudes about safe sex.

Dr. Hasbrouck was asked about what parents might want to discuss with their children as school 
begins. Depending on their ages, he suggests addressing issues including depression, bullying, 
finding good outlets for energy, and safe sex. In areas with high STD rates he urges parents to 
discuss using condoms with sexually active kids.  Dr. Hasbrouck discussed some of IDPH’s back 
to school initiatives, including “Fuel Up To Play 60” – an effort to get kids to eat healthy and be 
active for 60 minutes each day. He said physically healthy kids do better in classroom.
Dr. Hasbrouck discussed another IDPH initiative -- Health Datapalooza. It is free data on health 
to community;  IDPH makes  it available and provides a forum for people to make apps aimed at 
improving access to health care, or encouraging people to be healthy.
He said IDPH will do more app contests to encourage more public sharing of health data.
He noted Text To Survive, which is a service that tells you the closest place for HIV testing.
Dr. Hasbrouck worked with the Centers for Disease Control in the Epidemic Intelligence Service 
– called “the CIA for diseases” – which is currently working on the Ebola outbreak in west 
Africa. He noted the threat level in the US should be low to none; that one needs bodily fluid 
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contact with someone who is deathly ill to be exposed to the Ebola virus.  Dr. Hasbrouck co-
authored the Surgeon General's Report on Youth Violence in 2001, and has worked with Cure 
Violence in Chicago – which treats gun violence as a preventable epidemic. He sees it as a public 
health issue which must be viewed from 360-degrees.
Also discussed his future goals for IDPH. They include making Illinois the healthiest state. He 
says it’s only as healthy as its least healthy citizen.
He wants to work on closing gaps in health, for example: black and Latino infant mortality rates 
are higher than those for white babies and would like to narrow that wedge.
He hopes to use data and maps to persuade the General Assembly to spend enough money on 
public health in the right spots.
Dr. Hasbrouck asked listeners to find IDPH online, on Facebook, and to follow him on Twitter: 
@drlamarmd for more information.

At Issue
September 14, 2014
Guest:  Mark Kirk/Illinois U.S. Senator    
5 minutes out of 30 minute program

Kirk said Congress has enacted huge reforms for the Veterans Health System, but said he 
still has concerns about the administration of care.  Kirk also said he did take part in helping to 
reform the VA hospital in North Chicago.

Public Affairs Program
September 20th
Guests:  Melanie Chavin, Vice President of Program Services, Altzheimer’s Association, 
Illinois Chapter

Topic: Discussed symptoms of Alzheimer’s.   How it impacts the lives of the people 
diagnosed and the challenges for care givers and family members.    Also discussed the 
challenges of the baby boomers aging and an increase in people diagnosed with Alzheimer’s 
and the stress it will put on the medical community.



Issues and Programs Report 3rd Quarter, 2014

93XRT Chicago’s Finest Rock Page 16

VII.  VOTER INFORMATION

July 5, 2014
Guests:  Congressman Brad Schneider 
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

Schneider said The Islamic State (ISIS) terrorist group is a very big concern and  the Iraqi 
government needs reform so it can combat those types of groups.  Schneider said he opposes 
sending troops back to Iraq.  He also said he does not believe America pulled out of Iraq too 
soon and he is happy troops are coming home.  Schneider said he is very proud to be on the 
foreign affairs committee, because the committee works in a bipartisan way.  Schneider said he 
worked with Republican Representative Mark Meadows to pass a bill that would impose 
sanctions on Hezbollah.  Schneider said he takes issue with his opponent Bod Dold saying he 
(Dold) supports the Dream Act.  Schneider said when given the chance to vote for immigrant 
reform when he was in Congress previously, he voted against it.  Schneider said this country 
needs to treat our veterans and their families better.  He said there are real problems in our 
veteran’s health care system.  He said he sent a letter to the VA hospital in his district to get them 
audited. Schneider also said our national health care system is broken and the ‘Affordable Care 
Act’ is the first step toward fixing it.  He said the act has allowed more people get insurance.  
Schneider said he is working to make sure the ‘Affordable Care Act’ is a success because he 
wants people to have good health care.  Schneider said his opponent voted 28 times to repeal or 
defund the Act, while he Schneider advocated fixing the Act.  Schneider also said the minimum 
wage needs to increase to $10.10 an hour over a three year period, supporting President Obama’s 
plan.     

At Issue
August 17 & 22, 2014
Guests:  Karen Lewis/ Chicago Teachers Union President   
20 minutes out of 30 minute program

Lewis said she would make a viable candidate for mayor because Chicago residents want 
change. She called Mayor Emanuel a disaster as mayor, saying the people of Chicago are 
disappointed in his administration. Lewis said Mayor Emanuel’s entire career stems from public 
relations.  Lewis talked about Chicago’s gang problem, in part blaming Emanuel’s decision to 
disband the police gang tactical unit; thus hurting intelligence gathering.  Lewis said this mayor 
is so data driven that all he does is look at spreadsheets; he doesn’t take the time to understand 
how neighborhoods and people work.  Lewis said the city needs more police officers. She also 
addressed reports of her wealth.  She called ridiculous the idea that a rich person shouldn’t have 
a say in how to help low-income residents. But Lewis said she is not rich.  Lewis said she is 
middle class. She said she has a degree from an Ivy League school and two Masters Degrees and 
that she worked hard for the money she’s earned.  Lewis called herself frugal, saving money for 
years.  Lewis said she inherited a house in Michigan from her father and jointly owns it with her 
sister.  Lewis said she was able to buy a house in Hawaii because the market was low.  Lewis 
also said Mayor Emanuel makes much more money than she does.  Lewis said she thought the 
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Sun-Times story about her wealth was interesting because she was not, as of yet, a candidate for 
mayor, making it a non-story.  

At Issue
August 24 & 30, 2014
Guests:  Gerardo Cardenas/AARP Communications Dir.
Bob Gallo/AARP State Director    
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

The AARP mailed out a survey to older voters to find out about their concerns.   Gallo 
said they want candidates for office to understand what the AARP does.  Gallo said AARP does 
not make contributions to political candidates.  Cardenas said older voters are concern with their 
economic status and some are considering postponing retirement. Gallo said many older voters 
will work after they reach traditional retirement age; some because they have to, others because 
they want to.  Gallo said many older voters are also concerned about not having enough money 
to last through their lifetime. Cardenas also said a majority of people they surveyed were 
caregivers at some point in their lives. He said he is a caregiver for his mother.  So Cardenas said 
voters want to know which political candidates will maintain benefits for caregivers.  Gallo said 
it is important that phone companies continue to offer landline phone service because of 
reliability.  Cardenas said telecommunications companies want to get rid of landlines in favor of 
mobile only, but if they do, he said, some older voters will be left without phones.     

At Issue
August 31 & September 6, 2014
Guests:  Pat Quinn/Illinois Governor    
Bruce Rauner/GOP candidate for Illinois Governor 
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

The two candidates for governor attended a forum, moderated by Craig Dellimore.  They 
discussed their beliefs, and each provided reasons why they are the best person to be Governor of 
Illinois.  Rauner said taxes should not be raised to fix Illinois’ debt.  He said instead, Illinois 
needs to become a growth state.  Rauner said Illinois has lost more 200-thousand jobs.  And 
Rauner Illinois’ tax code needs to be modernized. He also mentioned the current administration 
is under investigation for corruption, and his goal is to put people in place that can get rid of 
corruption in Illinois. Quinn said his administration cut spending in the state by billions of 
dollars.  Quinn said during his tenure, the proper amount of money has been put into the pension 
system.  Quinn said governors before him did not do that.  Quinn also said he is against 
consumption taxes, but is in favor of a special tax for billionaires.  Rauner said infrastructure is 
important for growth in Illinois. He said we should make sure infrastructure is funded properly 
every year and that he will make it a top priority.  Quinn said he does not support raising the gas 
tax.  Rauner then talked about periodic flooding in Chicago.  He said the challenge for making 
sure the sewer system in Chicago is good, is that the city was built on a swamp.  Quinn said he 
signed a bill that would allow for additional investment in Illinois’ water infrastructure.  Rauner 
said he wants to hire experts to come up with housing solutions to slow down the number of 
foreclosures in Illinois.  Quinn countered that the state is investing in housing.  Quinn said the 
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state been working with the Illinois Housing Development Authority to build new homes. Quinn 
said he believes housing is a big part of the economy and it is important to reduce foreclosures in 
the state.    

At Issue
September 21 & 27, 2014
Guest:  Darlene Senger/Illinois State Representative      
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

Senger said she is running for Congress because the economy has not turned around and 
her opponent, Bill Foster, is not doing anything to help.  Senger said the biggest problem in 
Illinois is the pension issue.  She said with her background in pension consulting she knows how 
to fix the problem.  Senger said she has been successful getting bills passed and signed by the 
governor; and Foster has not done that.  Senger said Foster wants to get rid of tax breaks for 
millionaires, but said he failed to mention that he himself is a millionaire, and he took advantage 
of those tax breaks.  Senger said we need to work on tort reform and workers compensation. 
Senger said taxes are needed, but we need to be sure the money is spent properly.  Senger also 
said she would have voted yes to authorize spending to equip Syrian rebels who are fighting the 
Islamic militants known as Isis.  As for gun violence in Chicago, Senger said the issue isn’t just 
about the the violence, but that some children in Chicago do not have the proper guidance. 
Senger said we need to make sure kids get a proper education, and that opportunities are created 
for them.  Senger said if voted into Congress, her first step will be getting to know the key 
players and how the process works.  Senger said if you make everyone mad, you know you made 
the right decision. 

At Issue
September 28, 2014
Guests:  Dick Simpson/Political Science Professor at UIC

  David Melton/Exec. Dir. at Il Campaign Political Reform       
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

Melton said having a self-funded candidate (Rauner) may make this election the highest 
spending gubernatorial race in Illinois history.  Simpson said usually the level of spending in the 
governor’s race is about $20 million; this race will exceed $30 million. Simpson also said 
negative ads started earlier than usual.  Melton agreed that there’s been an increase in negative 
advertising.  Simpson said in the last mayoral race Rahm Emanuel raised more than half his 
money outside the state of Illinois, which had never happened before.  Simpson said some 
aldermen in Chicago also are raising large sums of money. Simpson said you can go to 
votesmart.org to get information on the candidates.  Simpson said President Obama was able to 
win the election by portraying Romney as part of the one percent who don’t understand the 
American people.  Simpson said Quinn is using the same tactic.  Simpson said the purpose of 
negative ads is not about gaining votes, it’s about tearing down the other candidate so he or she 
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loses votes.  Simpson said turnout matters.  He said if the turnout is greater than 50-percent 
Quinn probably will win. Simpson added the Comptroller’s office is unnecessary.  Melton said 
his group is pushing a program called ‘Small Donor Democracy,” hoping politicians will rely on 
smaller donations for their campaigns instead of large donations.  


