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Subject Source Title Description Reporter Experts Date 

Economy WHA PRATPASS2 La Crosse county voters are behind the idea of 

a new tourism tax to raise money for roads.55 

percent voted in favor of a premier resort area 

tax. La Crosse is the first county to pursue the 

half-cent sales tax at places like restaurants, 

hotels and gift shops. 

Kirwan State Representative Steve 

Doyle 

4/6 

Politics WHA KINDSYRIA1 Wisconsin's federal lawmakers on both sides of 

the aisle are calling President Donald Trump's 

decision to bomb a Syrian air base an 

"appropriate response." Some, however, are 

worried about further military involvement. 

Kirwan Congressman Ron Kind 4/7 

Environment WHA SALTLAKE A study indicates road salt is causing more 

widespread contamination in lakes than 

previously thought.  

Quirmbach Hilary Dugan, UW-Madison 

 Limnology researcher  

4/10 

Agriculture WHA NOBEETAX1 Wisconsin lawmakers are hoping to help the 

state's bee population by expanding a tax 

exemption for beekeepers 

Kirwan Amy Loudenbeck, State  

Representative 

4/11 

Agriculture WHA DATCPLTR1 Wisconsin Agriculture Secretary Ben Brancel is 

calling for federal action after a Canadian 

pricing policy cost some Wisconsin dairy 

farmers their milk contracts. Brancel says 

changes may also be needed at the state's milk 

processors. 

Kirwan DATCAP Secretary Ben  

Brancel 

4/12 



Agriculture WHA CAFORUL1 

 

 

The State Appeals Court today handed a 

significant setback to the proposed Golden 

Sands mega dairy farm in the Wood County 

Town of Saratoga. The dairy may appeal the 

ruling to the State Supreme Court. 

Moberg Rhonda Carrell, founder of  

the group Protect 

Wood County 

4/13 

Politics WHA ROGGEN Wisconsin Supreme Court Justice Patience 

Roggensack has been re-elected as the court's 

chief justice 

White N/A 4/14 

Environment WHA PARXFLEX State Parks could use flexible admission 

prices, under Governor Scott Walker's state 

budget proposal. The plan could trigger more 

debate, as the Legislature's budget committee 

resumes hearings this week. 

Quirmbach Ben Bergey, Parks Director 4/17 

Education WHA PBF1 University of Wisconsin President Ray Cross is 

asking legislators to allow the Board of Regents 

to set system performance standards. The 

standards could have an impact on the amount 

of money campuses received under Governor 

Scott Walker's proposed budget. 

Terrell Nick Hillman, education  

policy researcher at  

 UW-Madison 

4/17 

Healthcare WHA DUFFYHALL

1 

Northern Wisconsin Congressman Sean Duffy 

says Republicans have a three to four week 

window in which to repeal Obamacare. Duffy 

was asked repeatedly about health care at a 

town hall meeting in Antigo. 

Moberg Congressman Sean Duffy 4/18 

Economy WHA NOSKILL1 The number of building permits for new homes 

in Wisconsin is up 10% so far this year. But as 

Rich Kremer reports builders are having 

trouble finding enough skilled labor to keep 

up. 

Kremer Keith Tibbits, Project 

Manager for C&E Wurzer 

Builders 

4/18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



Environment WHA CWD1 A new study is shedding light on how Chronic 

Wasting Disease is spreading through 

Wisconsin. The US Geological Survey 

developed a new and more accurate disease 

modeling system to forecast how the fatal 

brain disease may advance through in an area 

of southwestern Wisconsin near the Wisconsin 

River. 

Carlson Katherine Richgels, National 

Wildlife Health Center 

4/20 

Politics WHA RECUSE1 Conservatives on the Wisconsin Supreme 

Court have rejected a petition to require 

justices to recuse themselves from some cases 

involving campaign donors. 

Johnson Justice Shirley Abrahamson 4/20 

Economy WHA MARHOME2 It’s shaping up to be another busy year for 

home sales in Wisconsin. A new report from 

the Wisconsin Realtors Association showed 

sales of existing homes in March grew by 

more than 7 percent over March of last year, 

following a winter slowdown in the market. 

Carlson David Clark, Marquette 

University Economist 

4/24 

Healthcare WHA DRUGPRICES

1 

Nearly every year in the past decade, 

prescription drug prices have grown at a much 

faster rate than general inflation. President 

Trump has complained about high drug prices. 

And many states, including Wisconsin, are 

looking at ways to get costs under control. 

Mills Kevin Look, UW Madison 

Assistant Pharmacy Professor 

4/28 

Education WHA CAMPUS1 The sponsor of a bill creating penalties for 

students who disrupt speeches on U-W 

campuses says he agrees with concerns that the 

language in his measure may be 

unconstitutional.  

Carlson Representative Jesse Kremer 5/1 

Politics WHA JFCJUDCOM The legislature's Joint Finance Committee has 

rejected Governor Scott Walker's plan to move 

a judicial watchdog under the power of the 

State Supreme Court. 

Johnson N/A 5/1 



Healthcare WHA WORKERS A new report by the nation’s largest federation 

of unions shows the number of worker deaths 

has increased slightly in Wisconsin in recent 

years. The American Federation of Labor and 

Congress of Industrial Organizations is calling 

for stronger enforcement. 

Kaeding Phil Neuenfeldt , Wisconsin 

AFL-CIO President  

5/4 

Politics WHA WALKNOCO

M2 

Governor Scott Walker won’t rule out seeking 

a federal waiver to drop a requirement that 

bans insurance companies from denying 

people coverage based on a preexisting 

condition. 

Johnson Governor Scott Walker 5/5 

Education WHA UWKOCH The Chancellor of the University of 

Wisconsin-Stout is defending a recent high 

dollar donation from the Charles Koch 

Foundation. Koch is a libertarian billionaire 

who’s known along with his brother David, for 

financing conservative causes across the 

country. 

Vasquez Bob Meyer, UW Stout 

Chancellor  

5/10 

Agriculture WHA WATKEW1 A Northeastern Wisconsin County wants to 

regulate how farmers can spray manure on 

their crops. A draft proposal in Kewaunee 

county would limit the force can use to apply 

dairy cattle waste.  

Murray Scott Feldt, Kewaunee 

County Administrator 

5/16 

Economy WHA FORTAX1 Gov. Scott Walker is making an aggressive 

push to eliminate the state's portion of property 

tax bills in the next budget. His proposal is 

getting resistance from forestry groups. 

White Fred Clark, Executive 

Director of the Forest 

Stewards Guild. 

5/20 

Environment WHA METEOROK The state has granted permission for a timber 

company to fill wetlands as part of a 65 million 

dollar sand processing plant in Monroe 

County.  

Kaeding Evan Zeppos, 

Meteor Timber 

spokesman  

5/22 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 

 



Education WHA UWJF2 State funding for the University of Wisconsin 

System would go up by 36 million dollars over 

the next two years under a plan that passed the 

legislature's budget committee yesterday. It 

would mark the first state funding increase for 

the UW System since Republicans took control 

of the legislature and governor's office in 2011. 

Johnson Representative Katrina 

Shankland 

5/26 

Healthcare WHA MEDICAID A key lawmaker who has spearheaded laws to 

reduce opioid addiction says he supports 

Governor Walker’s proposal to drug test those 

on Medicaid. But Republican Representative 

John Nygren of Marinette says how it would 

be done is important. 

Mills Representative John Nygren 6/6 

Economy WHA WALKSBA Governor Scott Walker is asking the U.S. 

Small Business Administration to designate 

Barron and Rusk counties disaster areas. The 

declaration would open access to low-interest 

federal loans to homeowners and businesses. 

Kremer N/A 6/12 

Environment WHA LOCALPOW2 At the Midwest Renewable Energy Fair near 

Stevens Point today local government officials 

are being urged to take the reins on cleaner 

forms of energy. The Trump Administration 

recently pulled out of the Paris Climate 

Accord.  

Quirmbach Sherrie Gruder, UW-Extension 6/16 

Healthcare WHA ENHEALTH2 Governor Walker is urging U.S. Senators to 

keep their word and repeal Obamacare. The 

Senate version of a health care reform bill is 

slated to be released tomorrow with a possible 

vote next week.  

Mills Senator Ron Johnson 6/22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Agriculture WHA WOTUSREAX Many Wisconsin farmers say they’re relieved 

the US Environmental Protection Agency will 

be removing the controversial “Waters of the 

United States” rule. It defined what waterways 

are covered by the Clean Water Act. 

Kirwan Nick Levendofsky, Wisconsin 

Farmers Union 

6/28 

Education WHA SUPOPEN1 The Wisconsin Supreme Court sided with open 

meetings advocates today in a case involving 

the Appleton Area School District. 

White Tom Kamenick, an attorney for 

the Wisconsin Institute for Law 

and Liberty 

6/29 

  














