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WITN ISSUE/PROGRAMS LIST
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Community Action/Social Concerns

‘Greenville Women’s League “Run for a Reason” 5k benefits JDRF’
WITN News at Sunrise (6am) - 2 minutes- Aired March 12, 2019
The Greenville Women's League is hosting its annual 5k run and 1-mile fun run again this 
year. WITN’s Anna Phillips interviewed two members of the Women’s League about the 
event happening on March 30th.The chosen beneficiary for this year's event is the Juvenile 
Diabetes Research Foundation (JDRF). The race is kid friendly and there will be age group 
awards and special awards for kids in the 3rd through 8th grade.

‘10th annual “Empty Bowl” fundraiser kicks off Thursday’
WITN News at Sunrise (5:30am) - 3:30 - Aired February 26, 2018
A collaboration of non-profits in New Bern is celebrating its 10th anniversary of "Empty 
Bowls” February 28th at Temple Church to benefit local outreach efforts. The 10th annual 
"Empty Bowls" will be held on Thursday, February 28 at Temple Church in New Bern. The 
Craven Arts Council and Gallery work together with the Religious Community Services to 
raise money for art outreach and services through RCS which staffs a soup kitchen and 
temporary shelter along with many other community services to help those in need. About 
thirty local restaurants, churches and other groups will donate soup to feed about a 
thousand people. Tickets are $25 and include lunch and a handcrafted bowl to take home. 

‘Shelter for women and children opens in Beaufort County’
WITN News at Sunrise (5am) - 1:30 - Aired February 13, 2019
The Open Door Community Center is up and running in Washington, thanks to the work of 
civic groups and church volunteers who saw a need to help women and children with 
nowhere else to go. ODCC opened its doors on January 22, 2019 during a cold snap and 
had residents within two days. The facility can house ten people at night, including a night 
manager who sleeps on a bed in the office. There is an online meal train sign-up sheet for 
anyone who would like to support the women and children at the shelter by dropping off 
dinner.
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Crime & Public Safety

‘DEPUTIES: Unconscious woman with syringe in lap leads the on chase after awakening’
WITN News at 5pm - :30 - Aired February 28, 2019
Authorities claim a woman who they say was unconscious in a car with a syringe in her lap 
led them on a chase after coming to and noticing a deputy sheriff. Brittany Futrell, of La 
Grange, is charged with felony fleeing to elude arrest, felony possession of heroin, driving 
while impaired and possession of drug paraphernalia. Beaufort County deputies say 
around 2:10 p.m. Tuesday, they were called to the Travel Store #7 on U.S. 264 East. When 
the deputy was trying to make contact with Futrell, she noticed him and then took off, 
according to deputies After a brief chase, the 29-year-old woman was nabbed when she 
stopped on Highway 32 North near Casey Road.

‘Student charged with making threats against high school’
WITN News at 5pm - :40 - Aired March 18, 2019
Havelock police have charged Jason Gibbs, Jr. with communicating a threat of mass 
violence on educational property, a felony. Police say the 18-year-old made at least two 
Snapchat videos against Havelock High School and school personnel. Police say remarks 
made in the video led investigators to believe the threats were credible. The teen was 
arrested Sunday evening and jailed on a $50,000 secured bond.

‘Suspect who wore stolen police uniform in shooting appears in court’
WITN News at 5pm - :40 - Aired January 25, 2019
Pitt County sheriff's deputies accuse Raekwon Snipes of shooting the owner of Jolly's Pawn 
Shop, 40-year-old Mark Forster, twice on Wednesday while robbing the store. He was 
taken into custody Thursday afternoon. They say Snipes was dressed in a stolen Apex 
police uniform at the time of the incident. The uniform was reportedly stolen from an 
officer's vehicle in Raleigh a week ago. He is currently being held at the Pitt County Jail 
under a $1.15 million bond.
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Education

‘Faculty basketball game to benefit Pitt co. middle schools’
WITN News at Sunrise (5:30am) - 3 minutes - Aired February 25, 2018
Two middle schools are facing off on the basketball court with a faculty basketball game 
fundraiser. Faculty from E.B. Aycock Middle School will play faculty at C.M. Eppes Middle 
School on Tuesday, February 26 from 5:30-7:30pm. There will be halftime entertainment, 
chorus performances and cheerleaders present from both schools. Admission is $3 per 
person and concessions will be for sale with a $5 meal deal from Texas Roadhouse as a 
dinner option.

‘J.H. Rose wins Battle of the Books’
WITN News at 5:30pm - 1 minute - Aired March 15, 2019
The battle of the books competition was held at JH Rose High School in Greenville. Several 
high schools throughout Pitt County had teams composed of students that competed 
against each other in a game show style format. The students on the teams were given a 
list of books to read throughout the school year and teams were asked questions based on 
them. The team with the most points was able to compete in the next round. JH Rose won 
the competition by one point against DH Conley.

‘Jones County School teachers train on technology as new school nears completion’
WITN News at 6pm - 2 minutes - Aired March 11, 2019
Jones County Middle and High School teachers spent Monday learning how to use new 
technology that will be put to use in their new 46 million dollar school that is in the final 
stages of construction. New laptops and smart TV's will advance education, teachers say, 
but even bigger changes are on the horizon. Jones county lost their middle school to 
hurricane Florence flooding, forcing the middle school students into the high school for the 
past 6 months. It was already planned that the middle and high school would all be 
together at the new school. That shift to share a building came sooner than expected, in a 
smaller space, because of Hurricane Florence.
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Environment & Weather

‘Major progress in hurricane recovery at North Topsail Beach’
WITN News at 6pm - :40 - Aired March 14, 2019
North Topsail Beach saw major damage from Hurricane Florence, but recovery there has 
been moving along nicely. North Topsail Beach Mayor Dan Tuman says that most, but not 
all of the public beaches are open. The beaches are considered safe and clear of debris. 
The town is currently placing donated Christmas trees along the beach to restore the 
dunes, which the mayor says is the top priority moving forward.

‘NC Division of Marine fisheries issues proclamations that close striped bass season’
WITN News at 6pm - 2:45 - Aired March 13, 2019
NC Division of Marine Fisheries has issued proclamations that close striped bass season for 
commercial and recreational fishermen in all internal waters from just south of Oregon 
Inlet to the South Carolina line. Both commercial and recreational fishermen across the 
state could find themselves heavily impacted as the result of a new fishing ban passed at 
the special meeting Wednesday in Kinston. The proclamations mean recreational anglers 
and commercial fishermen cannot possess any striped bass, essentially a year-round 
closure, in coastal waters managed by the NC Marine Fisheries Commission. The waters 
impacted include the Pamlico and Core Sounds and the Tar, Pamlico, Pungo, Bay, Neuse 
and White Oak Rivers and their tributaries.

‘Beach renourishment underway along several Crystal coast beaches’
WITN News at 6pm - 1 minute - Aired March 12. 2019
A massive project is underway to help improve beaches along the crystal coast, a project 
that became critical in the wake of Hurricane Florence. The $21 million beach re-
nourishment project has been in the works for quite some time but the it got shifted a little 
after Hurricane Florence wiped out some of the dunes along the shore. A dredging 
company has been brought in to add new sand to the beaches along a just over 5 mile 
stretch from the Pine Knoll Shores/ Indian Beach town line to the eastern regional access 
in Emerald Isle. The dredging is taking place about 15 miles off shore and the project got 
underway on Friday. Officials say they have until April 30th to complete all of the work.
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Health/Medical

‘Morehead city hospital placing restrictions on young visitors’
WITN news at 5pm - :25 - Aired January 7, 2019
On Wednesday, Carteret Health Care will no longer allow children under the age of 12 to 
visit the hospital. The hospital in Morehead City also wants to limit to just two healthy 
visitors at any time for patients. Hospitals in Greenville and New Bern have already placed 
similar restrictions on their visitors due to the flu.

‘HEALTHY HABITS: Sleep as the foundation for wellness’
WITN News at Sunrise (6:30am) - 3 minutes - Aired February 15, 2019
In February’s Healthy Habits segment with Vidant Health, Dr. Ronald Perkin shares some 
basic information on the importance of sleep, which he calls the foundation of overall 
wellness. One third of American adults aren't getting enough sleep, which is at least seven 
hours or preferably, eight, according to Dr. Perkin. Dr. Perkin says sleep is one of the most 
misunderstood aspects of well-being and a lack of it can effect all of our bodies' other 
systems and functions. He says getting less than seven hours of sleep per night is 
associated with an increased risk for developing chronic diseases like obesity, diabetes, 
cancer, stroke and more.

’21 more people die from flu in North Carolina including first child’
WITN News at 5pm - :45 - Aired February 28, 2019
State health officials say last week was the deadliest so far this flu season with 21 new 
deaths, including the first child. The new report says that brings to 98 the number of 
deaths this flu season. While most of the deaths have been people 65 years of age or 
older, the Department of Health and Human Services says a child between 5 and 17 years 
old also died last week. During the last flu season, nearly 400 people died.
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Local Economy/Jobs

‘Craven Community College partners with local manufacturing company for student job 
training’
WITN News at 5pm - 1 minute - Aired March 11, 2019
BSH Home Appliances and Craven Community College in New Bern are partnering for a 
new job skills training program. Part of the college's manufacturing career pathway 
program, it's a month long course that covers the basics that students need to know to 
make themselves more employable. Students learn about several important topics all 
pertaining to their new careers including manufacturing, forklift operating, and workplace 
ethics. Students who complete the course will be able to have an interview with BSH. The 
company is looking to hire 50 new employees for their New Bern plant.

‘New Beaufort hotel prepares to open and hire nearly 100 people’
WITN News at 5pm - 1:45 - aired March 1, 2019
The Beaufort Hotel is getting set to open in early April, and as construction nears the end, 
the company is focusing on hiring nearly 100 new employees. The133 room facility along 
well have a restaurant and meeting space for weddings and special events in Carteret 
county. The hotel is part of the front street village in Beaufort. Next week the company is 
hosting a job and career fair looking to hire 90 new employees. Mayor Pro-tem Sharon 
Harker says, they are looking forward to the new jobs it will bring to the community. The 
hiring fair will take place on Monday from 10am to 6pm at the Boathouse at Front Street 
Village.

‘ECU hosts Spring Career Fair’
WITN News at 5pm - :45 - Aired March 13, 2019
More than 1,500 students and alumni attended the ECU spring career fair Wednesday. 
Three-hundred employers met with students and graduates about internships and job 
opportunities at the Greenville Convention Center. Some students were able to secure 
future job interviews while others actually interviewed on site, and left with offers in hand. 
Opportunities were available in a wide variety of public and private sector industries, 
including the Marine Corps, who brought flight simulators for students to try. Spring 
graduation at ECU is just 7 weeks away.




