
10/8/22 Community

THE PENDLETON CITY COUNCIL UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED ALLOWING UBER TO OPERATE IN 
PENDLETON ON A PERMENANT BASIS. COUNCIL MEMBER JAKE CAMBIER SAYS THEY RECEIVED 
WRITTEN AND VERBAL TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF THE RIDE SHARE SERVICE AND ITS POSITIVE 

EFFECT ON ELITE TAXI

Council Member Jake Cambier

10/10/22 Law Enforcement
PENDLETON POLICE CHIEF CHUCK BYRAM SAYS IT MAY SEEM LIKE THERE ARE MORE SCHOOL 

CHILDREN GOING MISSING THAN IN THE PAST – BUT IT’S ACTUALLY DUE TO BETTER REPORTING 
AND THE SPEED OF SOCIAL MEDIA

Police Chief Chuck Byram

10/14/22 Education
THE 2023 SESSION OF THE OREGON LEGISLATURE WILL SEE A NEW TWO-YEAR BUDGET BEING 

CREATED. BLUE MOUNTAIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE PRESIDENT MARK BROWNING SAYS IT’S HARD 
TO PREDICT WHAT TO EXPECT FROM SALEM.

BMCC President Mark Browning

10/24/22 Community

PENDLETON FIREFIGHTERS CAN STILL NOT SAFELY GET INTO THE BASEMENT AT THE FLOUR MILL 
– THE SCENE OF A FIRE THAT BEGAN IN AUGUST. CHIEF JIM CRITCHLEY SAYS EVERY THREE TO 
FOUR DAYS, THE SMOLDERING ITEMS FLARE UP AGAIN, SO HIS DEPARTMENT IS USING IT AS A 

TRAINING EVENT FOR CREWS FROM THROUGHOUT THE AREA.

Chief Jim Critchley

11/4/22 Community

Homelessness is a major issue, and the Oregon League of Cities’ task force has designed one way to 
address the problems that arise. Pendleton Mayor John Turner says the task force is getting ready to lobby 
the Oregon Legislature to send money to the cities.The proposal is that every city in the state would get no 
less than $50,000, but could get as much as $40 per citizen,” he said. “A city the size of Pilot Rock might 

get a little over $50,000 while a city the size of Pendleton might get $480,000.

Pendleton Mayor John Turner

11/8/22 Community

McKay Creek flooded in 2019 and the Umatilla River flooded in 2020. The city of Pendleton is appealing 
refusals by the Federal Emergency Management Agency to pay for some of the expenses the city incurred 
during those floods.The bureaucracy of the process continues and will continue for some time, but I want 
everybody to know we’re committed to working through it for the betterment of the community and the 

taxpayers,” Pendleton City Manager Robb Corbett said.

Pendleton City Manager Robb Corbett

11/10/22 Community

The Pendleton Children’s Center will be getting at least $125,000 as a grant from Umatilla County. The 
money will be used to cover the cost of renovating the former senior citizens’ center to accommodate a 

daycare facility.The Umatilla County Board of Commissioners decided to split the $250,000 request in half. 
The county has received $1 million from the American Rescue Plan’s Local Assistance and Tribal 

Consistency fund and is due to receive a second $1 million in January 2023So we split that payment up,” 
Shafer said. “$125,000 comes out of the first payment, and $125,000 will come out of the second funding, 

provided that second tranche of funding comes

John Shafer

11/11/22 Community

Morrow County voters have asked their commissioners to explore the Greater Idaho Movement. Such a 
question has not been placed on the ballot in Umatilla County and Commissioner George Murdock says he 

supports the sentiment but doesn’t think it will happen because the state of Oregon is embedded in the 
county.We have a prison system out here that belongs to the state of Oregon that will house 10,000 

prisoners,” he said. “We have universities. We have community colleges. We have highways. We have so 
much out here that belongs to the state of Oregon

Commissioner George Murdock

11/17/22 Community

The Oregon Department of Transportation is cleaning out homeless camps around Exit 209 of Interstate 
84. Pendleton City Manager Robb Corbett said the city was notified by the Oregon State Police that the 
camps in the area had been served notices of orders to vacate.Several camps were identified,” Corbett 

said. “I think there were 10 of them. They were served notice that the area was going to be cleaned up and 
they had to vacate.

City Manager Robb Corbett 

12/7/22 Government

Ballot Measure 114 started Thursday in U.S District Court in Portland and ended the day in Harney County 
Circuit Court. Here’s a brief synopsis of what happened.In Portland, Judge Karin Immergut denied the 

request from four different lawsuits that a temporary restraining order be placed on the gun control 
measure until its constitutionality could be decided in the courts. She did grant, however, a request by the 
Oregon Department of Justice that the portion of the measure that deals with in-person training and the 
permitting process to be put on hold for 30 days. No system yet exists to handle that permitting process

Judge Karin Immergut 
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12/13/22 Law Enforcement

Pendleton police are continuing to investigate a check washing ring. Chief Chuck Byram says he 
anticipates more arrests and additional charges. He also said that since the passage of Measure 110, the 

public is less safe than it was when possession of drugs was an arrestable offense. What we’re seeing now 
is people that are washing checks because they’re desperate for money,” he said. “They’re getting more 

desperate to feed their habits. We have more addicts in our community now. We’re inviting them in

Chief Chuck Byram 

12/15/22 Law Enforcement
A big jump in aggravated assaults isn’t the only crime trend concerning Hermiston Police Chief Jason 

Edmiston. He said that the current shortage of services for the addicted or those with behavioral challenges 
also evidences itself in lesser crimes. In the last year, HPD has seen a 38 percent increase in thefts

Police Chief Jason Edmiston

12/27/2022 Community

The highly controversial Blue Mountain Forest Plan has been shelved, but efforts continue to develop a 
plan for the future for the Umatilla, Malheur, and Wallowa Whitman national forests. Darcy Weseman, public 
affairs officer for the Umatilla National Forest, said that a group of government and tribal leaders named the 

Blues Intergovernmental Council, is already discussing plans for the future. The plan in effect now was 
written in the 1990s and officials agree it needs to be updated 

Darcy Weseman, public affairs officer 


