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QUARTERLY LISTING OF COMMUNITY CONCERNS/ISSUES AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS 
FIRST QUARTER 2022   

 
The following is a list of issues and concerns for FIRST QUARTER 2022 (January-March) and addressed in Public Affairs 

Programming, Public Service Announcements, and special programming on WCLY-AM. 
  
 

 

1. CORONAVIRUS 

2. ECONOMY/ECONOMIC SUPPORT 

3. EDUCATION/SCHOOLS 

4. POLITICS/VOTING RIGHTS 

5. SUBSTANCE ABUSE/DRUG REGULATION 

6. TERRORISM/HOMELAND SECURITY/MILITARY 
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PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS 
 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS 
 
WRAL-FM aired 6.5 hours of Public Affairs Programming  
 

ON THE RECORD: Produced by WRAL-TV,  ON THE RECORD is a 30-minute local interview program discussing issues 
of concern in the Triangle and State.  It airs Sundays 6-6:30 AM. 
 

 
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS rotate throughout the broadcast day  (Recorded PSAs are :15, :30, or :60 in length) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



FIRST-QUARTER ISSUES: 
Issues are extrapolated from statements by local community leaders, including government, civic, church, and other 
organizations. Additionally, we monitor local news (TV, Radio, Newspaper, and the Internet) for comments/opinions of 
community leaders, in the effort to ascertain and prioritize community concerns. 
 
CORONAVIRUS 
Omicron became the most prominent variant and affects younger and the previously vaccinated at a higher rate than 
previous variants. There is a strong push to get children vaccinated and booster shots in the arms of the previously 
vaccinated. Second COVID boosters were recommended for people 50 and over. Mask mandates were dropped in most 
cities as hospitalizations declined. 
 
CRIME/GUN VIOLENCE 
Fueled by gun violence, cities across the US broke all-time homicide records in 2021. More than 200 people were shot in 
Durham in 2021. Durham’s  February Gang Assessment Report also revealed 2,000 youth gang members. 
 
ECONOMY/ECONOMIC SUPPORT 
The Coronavirus, supply chain issues, and staggering inflation in 2021 hindered economic growth and continue to be the 
story of 2022. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and resulting sanctions sent oil prices soaring, which further impacted 
worldwide economic recovery. Raleigh-Durham continues to attract large companies (VinFast Auto is the latest). 
 
EDUCATION/SCHOOLS 
On-going Issues: Retaining and recruiting high-quality teachers, addressing the social and emotional learning needs of 
our kids during stressful times, and adequately funding our schools. A proposal to revise North Carolina's social studies 
standards to include the uglier side of American history led to intense division among the state board of education 
members and the public.  
 
EMPLOYMENT/UNEMPLOYMENT 
During the pandemic, it has been well-documented how many businesses are struggling to find enough workers to stay 
open, particularly in the service industry and education. 4.4 million Americans quit their jobs in February 2022. 
 
ENVIRONMENT/NATURAL DISASTERS  
Biden administration reinstated mercury pollution rules weakened under Trump. Gov. Roy Cooper wants the state to get 
to 1.25 million zero-emission vehicles by 2030, making up half of all new passenger vehicle sales by that time; 
North Carolina averages 26 tornadoes each year Tornadoes can happen any time of the year, but the spring season is 
definitely the most active. 
 
EQUALITY / HUMAN RIGHTS 
Systemic racism continued to be debated in matters of law enforcement, employment, and education.  The continued 
immigration crisis at the Mexico border as Haitian citizens continue to seek asylum in the United States highlighted the 
country’s need for immigration reform. 
 
HEALTHCARE/MENTAL HEALTH 
The medical community continues to express concern over Americans missing medical screenings and foregoing 
treatment during the pandemic. A Kaiser study confirmed some of their concerns:  About half of Americans, 51%, say 
they've put off or gone without some form of medical service in the past year because of its costs.  
 

Mental health discussions related to COVID lockdowns, crime, social media, and celebrities calling attention to their 
struggles dominated the headlines in 2021 and early 2022. 
 
POLITICS/VOTING RIGHTS 
The issue of political gerrymandering has been much in the news of late across the country with the enactment by 
several state legislatures – including North Carolina’s – of maps designed to rig electoral outcomes and disenfranchise 



voters of color. Proposed legislation in Washington would have gone a long way toward ending this practice, but it 
ultimately came up short. 
 
POVERTY/FOOD INSECURITY/HOMELESSNESS 
As food prices surged by the end of the year, many Americans found their household budgets stretched thin at the 
supermarket.  Food banks and pantries also struggled with the increase in operational costs and a decrease in donations. 
 
A poll from Impact Genome and The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research finds that 23% of 
Americans say they have not been able to get enough to eat or the kinds of foods they want. Most of those facing food 
challenges enrolled in a government or nonprofit food assistance program in the past year, but 58% still had difficulty 
accessing at least one service. 
 
RELIGION/FAITH/ COMMUNITY 
The global pandemic accelerated the move to remote church services. However, the churches' roles elevated beyond 
their congregations. Churches have played an essential role in hosting COVID vaccinations, forums on social issues, and 
remote learning spaces over the past year. 
 
SUBSTANCE ABUSE/ REGULATION  
Statewide, the number of people hospitalized for opioid overdoses went up 22% from 2019 to 2020. Six people in North 
Carolina die every day from the drugs. North Carolina was involved in reaching the proposed $26 billion opioid crisis 
settlement with distributors McKesson, Cardinal Health, and Amerisource Bergen Drug as well as manufacturer Johnson 
& Johnson.  
 
TERRORISM/HOMELAND SECURITY/MILITARY 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine could have wide-ranging consequences: The financial impact, the humanitarian crisis, 
threats of nuclear strikes, and cyberattacks on financial institutions and power grids. The U.S. Army says it's working to 
recruit more young people to join the military as the pool of eligible Americans dwindles. Research from the U.S. 
Department of Defense shows only 2% of Americans ages 17 to 21 are eligible to serve in the military. 
 
  



FIRST QUARTER PROGRAMS: 
 
CORONAVIRUS 
 
ON THE RECORD 1-2-22 
Mandy Cohen reflects on COVID's impact on NC – NC Department of Health Secretary Mandy Cohen reflects on her role 
as the state's guiding light through the COVID pandemic as she prepares to leave her post. 
 
ON THE RECORD 1-30-22 + 2-6-22 
New NCSHHS secretary Kody Kinsley -The newly appointed NC Department of Health secretary discusses his approach 
to role as someone from a non-medical background and the mental health repercussions of COVID. 
 
ON THE RECORD- 2-20-22  
Pandemic enters its third year In less than a month we will enter our third year of this global pandemic. We've felt hope 
before about it ending, but this time does the feeling match the moment? 
 
ON THE RECORD 3-6-22 
Reflecting on the coronavirus pandemic two years later - In early March of 2020, the first COVID-19 case was 
discovered in North Carolina. Now, much of the state and nation are taking a giant step forward in putting the global 
health crisis behind us.  
 
ECONOMY/ECONOMIC SUPPORT 
 
ON THE RECORD: 1-9-22 + 1-16-22 + 1-23-22 
The Triangle's hot housing market - The Triangle's housing market is one of the hottest in the country. By the time we 
close out 2022, Zillow projects local home values will soar nearly 24%, landing Raleigh specifically in the top three 
hottest markets nationwide. 
 
ON THE RECORD 1-30-22 + 2-6-22 
Ukraine-Russia Crisis - The domestic and global impact of the sanctions against Russia was discussed. 
 
EDUCATION/SCHOOLS 
 
ON THE RECORD 3-27-22 
The Leandro Case headlines  - A judge shakeup and a state supreme court showdown looming. The headlines in the 
decades-long Leandro School Funding saga reached a fever-pitch this week.  
 
POLITICS/VOTING RIGHTS 
 
ON THE RECORD 2-13-22 + 3-20-22 
Experts sit down to talk about unconstitutional, partisan voting maps  - Just like that -- the General Assembly is back to 
the drawing board. A landmark decision by the state Supreme Court late last week ruled the new congressional and 
legislative districts violate the state's constitution.  
 
ON THE RECORD 3-13-22 
North Carolina Politics  - North Carolinians who care about the balance of power in Washington and Raleigh now have a 
clearer picture of the state's most consequential races. 
 
SUBSTANCE ABUSE/DRUG REGULATION 
 
ON THE RECORD- 2-20-22  
Opioid addiction and overdoses –  A discussion of the shame and difficulty in seeking treatment and the push to get 
Narcan, an overdose reversal treatment, in the hands of more people. 



 
TERRORISM/HOMELAND SECURITY/MILITARY 
 
ON THE RECORD 1-30-22 + 2-6-22 
Ukraine-Russia Crisis -The looming Ukraine-Russia Crisis takes center stage for this week's On the Record. With Russian 
troops staged on the Ukraine border and troops from Fort Bragg ready to answer the call, what are the local, regional 
and international impacts with a potential conflict looming? 
 
ON THE RECORD 2-27-22 
The Russian invasion of Ukraine  - Tens of thousands of Ukrainians are now fleeing to neighboring countries -- including 
to Poland... where hundreds of Ft. Bragg troops from the *82nd Airborne* are stationed to help with the growing 
humanitarian crisis. The cost of war is already severe. Hundreds of Ukrainians have been killed or wounded -- both 
military and civilian, but Ukrainians are putting up a fight with even residents being told to stock up on Molotov cocktails 


