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Kendra	Wambold	
1205	Mega	Lane	
Gilbertsville,	PA	19525	
484.903.1921	
kendra.wambold@gmail.com	
	
	

	
	

To	Whom	It	May	Concern:	
	

Series	Review	
	
Program:	LIFE	2.0	
Shows	Reviewed:	Episode	104	“Making	Contact”	and	Episode	107	“Digi-Life”	
Program	length:			Episode	104	“Making	Contact”	22	minutes,	12	seconds	
																																	Episode	107	“Digi-Life”	22	minutes,	5	seconds	
	
	
LIFE	2.0	is	a	science-based	educational	program	that	is	produced	for	children	aged	13-16	years	old.	The	
purpose	of	this	series	is	to	educate,	inform,	as	well	as	entertain	children	in	this	age	group.		Each	episode	
in	this	series	embarks	upon	a	different	science	topic	which	would	be	of	educational	value	and	interest	to	
viewers	in	this	age	category.	The	show	begins	by	introducing	the	topic	of	that	episode	and	setting	a	
purpose	for	watching	and	learning.	This	is	achieved	by	the	narrator	posing	several	questions	that	
children	can	answer	or	discuss	during	and/or	after	each	episode.	This	series	engages	children	to	connect	
what	they	know	about	a	topic	from	their	schema	to	new	information.		During	this	process	children	will	
utilize	a	series	of	critical	thinking	skills,	based	on	Bloom’s	Taxonomy,	such	as	identification	and	recall	of	
knowledge,	comprehension	and	organization	of	information,	application,	analysis,	synthesis,	and	finally	
evaluation/creation,	which	can	include	opinions	as	well	as	ways	to	extend	further	learning.			
	
Science	as	well	as	other	related	content	areas	(Math,	Engineering,	Technology)	become	more	
specialized	in	school	for	this	age	group	and	LIFE	2.0	not	only	helps	support	the	curriculum,	but	engages	
children	in	topics	that	pique	interest	and	contribute	to	further	investigations	into	STEM	areas.		
	
LIFE	2.0	is	a	narrated	series	by	Casey	Turner.	Her	style	of	delivery	keeps	the	audience	excited	and	
waiting	for	the	next	tidbit	of	information.		There	are	also	many	well-known	and	respected	scientists	and	
innovators	who	appear	in	these	episodes.		In	the	episode	“Making	Contact,”	such	notable	scientists	
include	Dr.	Michio	Kaku,	Professor	of	Theoretical	Physics	who	has	appeared	on	many	educational	series.	
Dr.	Douglas	Vakoch,	astrobiologist,	psychologist,	and	founder/president	of	METI	International.	Dr.	Penny	
Patterson,	who	many	children	of	this	age	group	will	recognize	immediately.	She	is	an	animal	
psychologist	who	is	renowned	for	her	work	with	Koko	the	gorilla	and	language.	Children	are	introduced	
to	Dr.	Penny	Patterson’s	work	in	second	grade.	Dr.	Diana	Reiss,	cognitive	psychologist	and	marine	
mammal	scientist,	who,	like	Dr.	Patterson,	is	well-known	for	her	work	with	language	and	animals,	
focusing	on	dolphins.		Several	futurists	appear	in	this	episode	as	well	who	further	engage	children	to	
think	critically	as	questions	are	posed	about	our	universe.		
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In	the	episode	“Digi-Life”	physicist	Dr.	Michio	Kaku	makes	a	return	appearance.	In	addition,	several	
experts	and	innovators	in	the	field	of	language	technology	add	to	the	discussion	and	content,	such	as	Dr.	
Stephen	Smith,	Executive	Director,	USC	Shoah	Foundation,	Dr.	David	Traum,	Director	Natural	Language	
Tech,	ICT	at	USC,	Eugenia	Kuyda,	co-founder	of	Replika,	and	Carl	Minardo,	President	and	CEO	of	AIM	
Holographics.		Again,	several	futurists	also	make	an	appearance	to	bring	their	point	of	view	to	the	
discussion	and	pose	interesting	and	relevant	questions.	
	
The	number	of	female	scientists	and	a	female	narrator	is	worth	mentioning	as	STEM	areas	are	still	
predominately	male.	According	to	the	American	Association	of	University	Women,	only	28%	of	females	
make	up	the	STEM	workforce	(aauw.org).	LIFE	2.0	has	made	a	purposeful	effort	to	include	more	females	
from	the	science	and	technology	community	to	serve	as	role	models	for	girls	interested	in	STEM	areas	
and	crush	stereotypes.	
	
In	Episode	104	“Making	Contact,”	the	viewer	is	introduced	to	the	notion	of	life	beyond	our	planet	and	
poses	the	age-old	question	“Are	we	alone?”		The	episode	goes	on	to	question	that	if	we	made	contact	
with	extra-terrestrial	beings	how	would	we	communicate	with	them?		Would	being	able	to	
communicate	with	animals	hold	the	key	to	communicating	with	extra-terrestrials?	How	do	we	go	about	
decoding	that	language?	As	the	episode	dives	into	this	content	the	viewer	is	introduced	to	Dr.	Kaku,	who	
presents	the	idea	that	if	the	day	comes	where	the	human	race	is	face	to	face	with	another	planetary	
being	that	being	able	to	decode	their	language	is	of	quintessential	importance	to	understanding	how	
advanced	they	are	and	their	intentions	for	coming	to	Earth.	Children	in	the	13-16	age	group	could	pause	
the	episode	at	this	point	and	discuss	the	questions	presented	in	the	beginning	of	the	episode,	whether	
at	home	or	in	a	classroom	setting.	“How”	and	“Why”	questions	engage	higher-order	critical	thinking	
skills	because	it	causes	a	person	to	engage	in	application,	analysis,	synthesis,	and/or	evaluation.	The	
episode	continues	with	Dr.	Vakoch	and	the	work	of	METI	International	sending	signals	into	outer	space	
in	the	form	of	radio	waves.	Later	in	the	episode,	Dr.	Vakoch	mentions	how	METI	uses	math	as	a	
universal	basis	for	the	signals	being	sent	to	space.		At	this	point	the	episode	presents	sort	of	a	“devil’s	
advocate”	approach	as	valid	questions	by	many	are	posed,	including	Dr.	Kaku,	regarding	the	notion	of	“Is	
it	a	good	idea	to	send	signals	into	space?	Should	we	be	reaching	out?”	Again,	this	material	lends	to	
purposeful	discussion	as	these	questions	elicit	that	debate.	As	the	episode	continues,	the	idea	of	
needing	to	decode	language	as	the	first	step	to	communication	with	extra-terrestrials	is	again	stated	and	
becomes	the	basis	for	the	rest	of	this	episode.	Being	able	to	decode	the	language	barrier	between	
humans	and	animals	would	be	the	first	step	in	this	process.		Here	the	episode	features	both	Dr.	Penny	
Patterson	and	her	work	with	language	with	Koko	the	gorilla	as	well	as	Dr.	Diana	Reiss	and	her	work	with	
language	and	dolphins.		The	scientific	breakthroughs	in	language	and	communication	with	these	animals	
that	both	Dr.	Patterson	and	Dr.	Reiss	have	achieved	are	remarkable.		This	information	is	fascinating,	
relevant,	thought-provoking,	interest-piquing,	heart-felt,	passionate,	and	at	times	even	a	bit	humorous.	
Several	futurists	also	appear	throughout	the	episode	raising	additional	questions	regarding	the	universe	
and	if	life	beyond	our	own	planet	exists.	The	episode	wraps	us	with	some	thoughts	by	Dr.	Vakoch,	Dr.	
Kaku,	as	well	as	an	interesting	observation	made	by	Dr.	Reiss.		Dr.	Reiss	suggests	that	if	we	were	to	meet	
extra-terrestrials,	we	would	see	them	from	our	point	of	view	and	those	extra-terrestrials	would	see	us	
from	their	point	of	view.		However,	chances	are,	as	we	are	thinking	about	how	to	communicate	with	
them,	they	would	be	thinking	the	same	thing	back.		The	idea	of	our	point	of	view	versus	another’s	point	
of	view	could	be	explored	by	children	of	this	age	group	and	align	with	curriculum	standards.	“Making	
Contact”	is	an	exciting	episode	which	poses	the	viewer	with	interesting	and	essential	scientific	
information,	both	theoretical	and	empirically-based,	as	well	as	many	thought-provoking	questions	that	
lend	to	critical	thinking	skills	through	discussion,	debate,	further	exploration,	and	investigation.		
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In	Episode	107	“Digi-Life,”	the	idea	that	digital	technology	connects	us	to	others	in	the	world	is	
presented.	The	question	“But	what	if	tech	could	go	one	step	further?”	is	posed.		This	immediately	piques	
interest	and	draws	in	the	viewer.	The	subject	of	creating	a	digital	replica	of	a	person	is	presented	as	the	
topic	of	this	episode.		Another	engaging	question	is	quickly	raised,	“How	do	we	remember	someone	
after	they	are	gone?”	The	show	takes	this	idea	beyond	just	thinking	about	loved	ones	and	friends.		Dr.	
Kaku	discusses	Winston	Churchill	in	saying	with	the	evolving	technology	Churchill	will	one	day	be	a	
holographic	image	to	talk	with	and	interact.	This	leaves	the	viewer	with	a	“wow”	feeling	and	a	yearning	
to	learn	more.	The	show	then	explains	that	this	technology	is	already	in	the	process	of	being	developed	
at	the	University	of	Southern	California	Institute	for	Creative	Technologies	along	with	the	USC	Shoah	
Foundation	with	the	creation	of	virtual	digital	humans.	Dr.	David	Traum	is	working	on	a	3D	interactive	
hologram	program	to	achieve	this.	The	viewer	watches	as	Pinchas	Gutter,	a	Holocaust	survivor,	goes	
through	Dr.	Traum’s	process	to	become	a	virtual	digital	human.	Over	2,000	questions	are	asked	of	
Pinchas	which	are	then	routed	through	an	AI	program,	so	that	when	students	ask	him	questions,	his	
virtual	digital	human	will	be	able	to	provide	answers	and	interact	in	a	very	natural	way.			Pinchas	says	it	
best	with	“What’s	going	to	happen	in	the	future?”	referring	to	when	all	the	Holocaust	survivors	are	
gone.		This	causes	the	viewer	to	really	pause.		Here	is	another	time	when	discussion	would	be	
appropriate	with	children	of	this	age	group	with	regards	to	why	technology	as	this	is	so	vastly	and	
deeply	important.	The	episode	has	done	a	remarkable	job	crossing	content	areas	and	demonstrating	
how	science	and	technology	connect	to	the	social	sciences,	history,	and	humanity.	This	is	educationally	
relevant,	as	this	is	what	educators	aim	to	achieve	in	the	classroom	each	and	every	day	by	showing	
students	the	connections	between	different	content	areas	and	the	application	of	that	knowledge	in	the	
real	world.	This	episode	then	presents	this	technology	at	a	smaller	level	and	Dr.	Kaku	presents	the	
notion	that	our	digital	footprint	could	be	“homogenized”	to	create	a	digital	copy	of	ourselves.	Regarding	
our	digital	footprints,	the	episode	poses	the	question	“Where	does	it	all	go?	What	can	all	that	chatter	be	
used	for	in	the	future?”	These	questions	lend	to	very	important	discussion	with	children	in	this	age	
group.	Beyond	the	idea	of	creating	virtual	digital	humans,	this	would	be	a	good	time	to	discuss	children’s	
online	usage	and	the	idea	that	everyone	has	a	digital	footprint.	This	episode	opens	the	door	to	the	
important	discussion	of	being	a	good	digital	citizen	and	being	responsible	online.	The	final	piece	of	the	
episode	presents	the	viewer	with	developing	technology	that	can	give	the	feeling	of	someone	who	has	
departed	as	still	being	with	us.		Eugenia	Kuyda,	the	co-founder	of	the	AI	app	Replika,	has	found	a	way	to	
create	a	chatbot	using	uploaded	texts	and	pictures	from	a	departed	person’s	phone	or	computer	files	so	
that	it	is	possible	to	still	“text”	with	someone	who	has	passed	on.	Similarly,	Carl	Minardo,	President	and	
CEO	of	AIM	Holographics	does	something	along	the	same	line	by	creating	“legacy	filming.”	Minardo’s	
company	allows	a	person	to	create	a	message	to	be	left	for	loved	ones	after	he/she	has	passed	that	
results	in	a	real-life	3D	version	of	the	person	creating	the	message.		This	episode	wraps	up	with	Dr.	Kaku	
asking	the	question	“Is	this	digital	copy	really	you?”	This	question	allows	for	debate	and	discussion	and	
further	reaches	into	learning	as	an	ethical	and	philosophical	component	is	added	here.	Digi-Life	is	a	
relevant,	thought-provoking	episode	which	piques	great	interest	into	the	field	of	language	technology	
and	its	applications.	This	episode	not	only	provokes	purposeful	and	meaningful	discussion,	debate,	and	
evaluation	skills	for	this	age	group,	but	goes	one	step	further	in	opening	the	door	to	further	inquiry	into	
related	topic	and	content	areas	to	provide	a	richer	and	relevant	learning	experience.	
	
In	conclusion,	both	episodes	presented	from	LIFE	2.0	are	educational	on	so	many	levels,	highly	engaging,	
and	thought-provoking	for	its	target	audience.	The	content	explored	in	LIFE	2.0	is	age	appropriate.		LIFE	
2.0	is	much	needed	programming	as	not	nearly	enough	educational	programming	exists	for	this	age	
group,	especially	programming	that	appeals	to	STEM	areas	and	makes	a	conscience	effort	to	include	
notable	females	in	their	scientific	fields	to	serve	as	role	models	for	female	students.	LIFE	2.0	is	truly	
educational	programming	at	its	best.	
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Pleasantville Elementary School RENEE GRIFFITH 

16 Pleasant Street, New Castle, DE 19720 Principal 
www.colonialschooldistrict.org renee.griffith@colonial.k12.de.us   
P. 302.323.2935       

F. 302.323.2943 

 

Re: Xploration Second Chance Pets Educator Evaluation  

________________________________________________________ 

 

Dear Mr. Dodd: 

 

Over the past 10 years, I have worked as a 5th grade teacher with both general 

and special education students in my classroom. I am always looking for ways to 

engage my students, meet the increasing demands of state and federal government 

standards, and prepare them for the changing job market they will find themselves in 

when they graduate. There has recently been growing pressure on educators to 

prepare students for jobs in science, technology, engineering and mathematics 

(STEM). Students as early as kindergarten are creating and building their own 

structures, making hypotheses, testing and modifying designs, and examining 

outcomes. Educational programming is vital to building background knowledge and 

provides students an opportunity to see STEM jobs firsthand. 

 Second Chance Pets is an educational program that follows a similar format 

each week. Viewers get some background information on the dog in need of a 

prosthetic or brace as well as their injury and medical information. Then viewers 

experience the designing, planning, and building of the tool they need to help them. 

The show may cover other pets as well, as the office featured in the program has the 

ability to help all types of animals. 

 The episode I watched featured Lola Gray, half-poodle/half-black lab, who, 

DIWHU�EHDWLQJ�FDQFHU��WRUH�KHU�$&/��7KH�IDPLO\�OHDUQV�DERXW�0\�3HW¶V�%UDFH��D�company 

that specializes in braces and prosthetics for pets��0\�3HW¶V�%UDFH�ZDV�DEOH�WR fit Lola 

Gray for a brace to treat her injury without surgery. This episode features a one year 

check-up appointment with the clinician to see how Lola Gray is healing and also 

evaluate the brace for any changes that might need to be made. We watch as the 

clinician replaces straps and velcro on the brace as well as use heat to re-mold a 

section that had gotten too tight. We get an inside look at the fabrication and 

engineering area where the braces are made, providing some useful engineering 

information to the audience.  Viewers also learn valuable facts about the type of dog 

Lola Grey is, as well as her medical status and injury. 

From the perspective of an educator, Second Chance Pets meets many different 

criteria for educational tools. It presents topics aligned to the Next Generation Science 

Standards (NGSS) as well as the Common Core State Standards (CCSS), which are 

used by many states. Topics are presented in accessible ways that allow students to 

understand, think critically, and answer questions at a high level. Students will also be 

exposed to different careers in the STEM fields that they may have not been aware of, 

and perhaps more importantly, the topic is high interest and engaging for even the 

youngest of students. Though the program targets children ages 13-16, all ages can  
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Kendra Wambold 
1205 Mega Lane 
Gilbertsville, PA 19525 
484.903.1921 
kendra.wambold@gmail.com 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 

Series Review 
 
 

Program: SciQ 
Shows Reviewed: Episode 102 “Science IQ” and Episode 103 “Intelligence” 
Program Length:  Episode 102 ”Science IQ” 19 minutes, 24 seconds 
                    Episode 103 “Intelligence” 19 minutes, 24 seconds  
 
SciQ is a science-based educational program produced for children aged 13-16 years old.  The purpose 
of this series is to educate, inform, as well as entertain children in this age group. Each episode in this 
series embarks upon various science topics including Biology, Outer Space, Natural History, Geology, 
Planet, and Technology.  This series is packed with lots of science facts and inquiry, using a question-
answer trivia format as it explores various science topics that has both educational value and piques 
viewer interest in children of this age range. Each episode begins by immediately grabbing the viewer’s 
attention and engaging him or her by asking a few science trivia questions to set the purpose for 
watching and learning. This is achieved by the narrator posing several science questions for students to 
answer which have a multiple choice, true/false, or open-ended format. This allows children to utilize 
their prior knowledge to answer questions.  This helps build their schema as it establishes a connection 
for upcoming information in the episode. During the episodes, children are given various opportunities 
to engage in critical thinking skills, based on Bloom’s Taxonomy, such as identification and recall of 
knowledge, comprehension and organization of information, application, analysis, synthesis, and finally 
evaluation/creation.  This series certainly lends to exploration of science topics beyond the end of each 
episode to extend further learning.  
 
STEM content areas are becoming more prominent, in depth, and specialized in middle school and in 
high school and SciQ helps to support that curriculum.  SciQ addresses several Common Core Standards 
as it encompasses six different areas of science and technology in each episode which lend to extended 
inquiry and investigation.  This is educationally applicable and allows for a wider variety of interest-
piquing material. The topics presented easily lend to further investigation by prompting questioning, 
application, analysis, synthesis, and evaluation.    
 
SciQ is a narrated series by James Introcaso.  Mr. Introcaso is a game designer, writer, and producer.  His 
style of delivery is engaging as he varies between excitement, interest, wonder, and humor to be both 
captivating and witty in his delivery. SciQ presents six professionals in differing STEM fields which remain 
constant throughout each episode. These STEM professionals provide fascinating insight and 
explanations regarding the topics in each episode, including explaining the answers to the many 
questions posed to young viewers.   These notable professionals include Dr. Shannon Odell, 
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