
July 8, 2011 
 

WETK, WVTB, WVTA, WVER 
PROGRAMS PROVIDING MOST SIGNIFICANT 

TREATMENT OF COMMUNITY ISSUES 
 
AGRICULTURE: 
 
Series Title:  Profile 
Airdate:  April 11, 2011 
Airtime:  7:30 PM 
Length: 30  
 
Description:  Fran Stoddard visits with Alec Webb and Megan Camp. The energetic duo 
has been the driving force behind the creation and growth of Shelburne Farms, a global 
model of agricultural sustainability.  (VPT production) 
 
Series Title:  The Great Famine: American Experience 
Airdate:  April 11, 2011 
Airtime:  9:00 PM 
Length:  60 
 
Description: When a devastating famine descended on Soviet Russia in 1921, it was the 
worst natural disaster in Europe since the Black Plague in the Middle Ages. Half a world 
away, Americans responded with a massive two-year relief campaign, championed by a 
new Secretary of Commerce, "the Great Humanitarian," Herbert Hoover 
 
AMERICAN HISTORY/BIOGRAPHY: 
 
Series Title:  Robert E. Lee: American Experience 
Airdate:  April 3, 2011 
Airtime:  10:00 PM 
Length:  90 
 
Description:  He is celebrated by handsome equestrian statues in countless cities and 
towns across the American South and by no less than five postage stamps issued by the 
government he fought against during the four bloodiest years in American history. Nearly 
a century and a half after his death, Robert E. Lee, the leading Confederate general of the 
American Civil War, remains a source of fascination and, for some, veneration. This film 
examines the life and reputation of the general, whose military successes made him the 
scourge of the Union and the hero of the Confederacy, and who was elevated to almost 
god-like status by his admirers after his death. 
 
 



Series Title:  Jean-Michel Basquiat: The Radiant Child 
Airdate:  April 15, 2011 
Airtime:  10:00 PM 
Length:  90 
 
Description:  In his short career, Jean-Michel Basquiat was a wunderkind and a 
phenomenon. Discovered through for his graffiti art in the late 1970s on the Lower East 
Side, he sold his first painting to Deborah Harry for $200 and later became best friends 
with Andy Warhol. Director Tamra Davis pays homage to her friend in this documentary. 
 
ARTS: 
 
Series Title:  Independent Lens ‘The Desert of Forbidden Art’ 
Airdate:  April 8, 2011 
Airtime:  10:00 PM 
Length:  60 
 
Description:  This story of how a treasure trove of banned Soviet art worth millions of 
dollars was stashed in a far-off desert of Uzbekistan develops into a larger exploration of 
how art survives in times of oppression. 
 
Series Title:  Profile 
Airdate:  May 23, 2011 
Airtime:  7:30 PM 
Length:  30 
 
Description:  Fran Stoddard visits with Anais Mitchell, a folk singer/songwriter who 
grew up on a sheep farm in Addison County. Mitchell has traveled the world and written 
an epic folk opera that has garnered international attention.  (VPT production) 
 
Series Title:  Profile 
Airdate:  June 13, 2011 
Airtime:  7:30 PM 
Length:  30 
 
Description:  Fran Stoddard talks with novelist Howard Norman of E. Calais, Vt. The 
two-time National Book Award finalist sets much of his work in the Canadian Maritimes. 
He is also a translator of Cree and Algonquin folklore.  (VPT production) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Series Title:  Profile 
Airdate:  June 27, 2011 
Airtime:  7:30 PM 
Length:  30 
 
Description:  Tim Newcomb of Worcester, VT, has been covering Vermont as a political 
cartoonist for over 25 years. He is also an illustrator and graphic designer.                 
(VPT production) 
 
CHILD ABUSE: 
 
Series Title:  Frontline ‘The Silence’  
Airdate:  April 19, 2011 
Airtime:  10:00 PM 
Length:  60 
 
Description:  Producer Tom Curran and reporter Mark Trahant examine a little-known 
chapter of the Catholic Church sex abuse story: decades of abuse of Native Americans by 
priests and church workers in Alaska. The isolation of the villages and the absolute 
authority of the church over the Native population created an atmosphere where 
molestation could go unchecked and unreported.  
 
CRIME/LEGAL ISSUES/LAW ENFORCEMENT:  
 
Series Title:  Frontline ‘Post Mortem’ 
Airdate:  April 26, 2011 
Airtime:  10:00 PM 
Length:  60 
 
Description:  Every day nearly 7,000 people die in America. And when these deaths 
happen suddenly, or under suspicious circumstances, we assume there will be a thorough 
investigation, just like we see on CSI. But the reality is very different. In over 2,000 
counties across America, elected coroners, many with no medical or scientific 
background, are in charge of death investigations. Nationwide there is a severe shortage 
of competent forensic pathologists to do autopsies. The rate of autopsies -- the gold 
standard of death investigation -- has plummeted over the decades from 50 percent of 
those who die to less than six percent. As a result, not only do murderers go free and 
innocent people go to jail, but the crisis in death investigation in America is also a threat 
to public health. FRONTLINE correspondent Lowell Bergman reports the results of a 
joint investigation with ProPublica, NPR, and the Investigative Reporting Program at UC 
Berkeley. 
 
 
 
 



Series Title:  Frontline ‘The Meth Epidemic’ 
Airdate:  May 17, 2011 
Airtime:  10:00 PM 
Length:  60 
 
Description:  What started as a fad among West Coast motorcycle gangs in the 1970s - 
methamphetamine - quickly spread across the United States over the last decade. These 
days, meth remains as potent and widespread as ever. Despite calls to regulate its key 
ingredient, pseudoephedrine, which is found in over-the-counter cold remedies, "super 
smurfs" still manage to stockpile enough of the drug to fuel thousands of small meth labs 
nationwide. FRONTLINE, in association with The Oregonian, investigates the ongoing 
meth problem in America: the devastating impact on individuals, families and 
communities and the state-by-state battles to make pseudoephedrine a prescription drug, a 
strategy that's led to significant improvement in Oregon. 
 
CULTURE: 
 
Series Title:  Tales from the North Country with Willem Lange 
Airdate:  April 28, 2011 
Airtime:  8:00 PM 
Length:  60 
 
Description:  New England story teller Willem Lange shares stories and reminiscences 
about life in northern New England.  (VPT production) 
 
Series Title:  Discovering Lake Champlain 
Airdate:  May 5, 2011 
Airtime:  8:00 PM 
Length:  60 
 
Description:  A journey through four centuries of the rich living history of Lake 
Champlain.  (VPT production) 
 
Series Title:  New England’s Great River 
Airdate:  May 19, 2011 
Airtime:  8:00 PM 
Length:  60 
 
Description:  Storyteller Willem Lange hosts a scenic, informative journey down New 
England’s longest river, exploring its history and its ongoing significance in the 
development of the region.  (VPT production) 
 
ENERGY: 
 
Series Title:  Beyond the Light Switch 



Airdate:  May 3, 2011 
Airtime:  9:00 PM 
Length:  60 
 
Description:  Beyond the Light Switch begins by laying out the challenges and 
considering the tradeoff of carbon capture and storage, hydraulic fracturing for natural 
gas, and the possibility of a nuclear renaissance. Hosted by Scientific American's David 
Biello, Beyond the Light Switch adds a much needed balanced perspective to a national 
energy debate that will surely become more heated and more critical that anything since 
healthcare. 
 
Series Title:  Beyond the Light Switch 
Airdate:  May 10, 2011 
Airtime:  9:00 PM 
Length:  60 
 
Description:  In episode two, Beyond the Light Switch takes a closer look at the nuclear 
industry, examines the growth of renewable resources, and asks the tough questions about 
the state of our power grid. Traveling across the nation, David Biello finds out what it's 
going to take in order to achieve the goals and create the jobs that are needed to secure 
the nation's energy future. 
 
ENVIRONMENT/NATURE/GEOGRAPHY:  
 
Series Title:  Deer & Moose Management: An Outdoor Journal Special 
Airdate:  April 14, 2011 
Airtime:  8:00 PM 
Length:  60 
 
Description:  White-tailed deer and moose are two of the most important wildlife species 
in Vermont. They provide tremendous hunting and wildlife watching opportunities, and 
they contribute greatly to Vermont’s economy and rural heritage. But their populations 
must be carefully managed, both for their health and to minimize adverse impacts on the 
landscape. Join host Lawrence Pyne and state Fish and Wildlife commissioner Patrick 
Berry, state wildlife director Mark Scott, and state moose project leader Cedric Alexander 
as they discuss the goals and challenges of managing deer and moose in Vermont. 
Viewers are encouraged to call or email questions and comments during the live 
broadcast.   (VPT production) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Series Title:  Profile 
Airdate:  May 16, 2011 
Airtime:  7:30 PM 
Length:  30 
 
Description:  Fran Stoddard visits with Mary Holland of Hartland, Vt. The naturalist, 
photographer, environmental educator and author (Naturally Curious) shares her 
adventures in the wild, highlighted by remarkable images and stories.  (VPT production) 
 
HOMOSEXUALITY: 
 
Series Title:  In the Life 
Airdate:  April 3, 2011 
Airtime:  11:30 PM 
Length:  30 
 
Description:  The Importance of Being Iowa - In our lead segment, Iowa poses an 
important question to the rest of the country: Should voters be allowed to decide whether 
gay and lesbian couples have the right to marry? "We felt the case was going to be 
successful because people here realize that those are my neighbors or those are my 
friends and they're good people" - Carolyn Jenison, a lesbian wife and mother.  
 
Series Title:  Stonewall Uprising: American Experience 
Airdate:  April 25, 2011 
Airtime:  9:00 PM 
Length:  90 
 
Description:  Explores the violent protests and street demonstrations that launched a 
worldwide movement in 1969. 
 
Series Title:  In the Life 
Airdate:  May 15, 2011 
Airtime:  11:30 PM 
Length:  30 
 
Description:  Exporting Hate - A look back at our expose of homophobic evangelicals in 
the U.S. who support anti-gay rhetoric and violence in Uganda. After its initial airing, 
David Kato, known as the "father of Uganda's gay rights movement," was beaten to death 
in his home. In this update, we celebrate Kato's life and work, and feature the stories of 
gay Ugandans risking their lives to speak out against persecution. "They are using Africa 
for their own political gain. It's about time the government of Uganda asked these 
religious groups: Are you here to preach love or to preach hate?" - Frank Mugisha, 
Sexual Minorities Uganda.  
 
 



Series Title:  Out in America 
Airdate:  June 5, 2011 
Airtime:  9:30 PM 
Length:  60 
 
Description:  OUT in America is an uplifting collection of unique, transformative stories 
and inspiring personal narratives told through the lens of the country's most prominent 
LGBT figures and pioneers, as well as many average, yet extraordinary, citizens from 
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender communities.  
 
IMMIGRATION/REFUGEES: 
 
Series Title:  Independent Lens ‘Pushing the Elephant’ 
Airdate:  April 1, 2011 
Airtime:  10:00 PM 
Length:   
 
Description:  When civil war came to Rose's Congolese village, her harrowing experience 
included the nighttime arrest of her entire family, the execution of her husband and grim 
negotiations with guards which lead to her separation from her five-year-old daughter, 
Nangabire. More than a decade later, after eventually resettling in Phoenix, AZ, with nine 
of her 10 children, she is reunited with Nangabire. Rose emerged from her experience 
advocating forgiveness and reconciliation, and has become a pillar of strength for her 
family, community and as we see in this film, her daughter who is integrating into a new 
life in America.   
Series Title:  Independent Lens ‘Welcome to Shelbyville’ 
Airdate:  May 27, 2011 
Airtime:  10:00 PM 
Length:  60 
 
Description:  Set in the heart of America's Bible Belt, this program focuses on a small 
Southern town as it grapples with rapid demographic change and issues of immigrant 
integration. The film captures the complexity of the African American, Latino, white and 
Somali subjects as their lives intertwine against the backdrop of a crumbling economy 
and the election of a new president. 
 
MEDIA: 
 
Series Title:  Profile 
Airdate:  April 25, 2011 
Airtime:  7:30 PM 
Length:  30 
 
Description:  Fran Stoddard sits down with Gwen Ifill, host of Washington Week, PBS 
NewsHour correspondent and author of ‘The Breakthrough: Politics and Race in the Age 
of Obama.’  (VPT production) 



 
Series Title:  Profile 
Airdate:  May 2, 2011 
Airtime:  7:30 PM 
Length:  30 
 
Description:  Fran Stoddard talks with David Sanger, chief Washington correspondent for 
the New York Times. Sanger has covered three presidents and the most complex foreign 
policy and national security issues of our time. He is a part time resident of Weston, Vt.  
(VPT production) 
 
Series Title:  Profile 
Airdate:  June 20, 2011 
Airtime:  7:30 PM 
Length:  30 
 
Description:  Fran Stoddard interviews Pamela Polston and Paula Routly, publishers of 
Seven Days, one of the premier alternative weekly newspapers in the country.           
(VPT production) 
 
MINORITIES/CIVIL RIGHTS:  
 
Series Title:  Freedom Riders: American Experience 
Airdate:  May 16, 2011 
Airtime:  9:00 PM 
Length:  120 
 
Description:  FREEDOM RIDERS: AMERICAN EXPERIENCE is the powerful 
harrowing and ultimately inspirational story of six months in 1961 that changed America 
forever. From May until November 1961, more than 400 black and white Americans 
risked their lives -- and many endured savage beatings and imprisonment -- for simply 
traveling together on buses and trains as they journeyed through the Deep South.  
 
NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT: 
 
Series Title:  Vermont This Week 
Airdate:  Fridays, April 1 – June 24, 2011 
Airtime:  7:30 PM 
Length:  30 
 
Description:  Stewart Ledbetter reviews state news with a panel of journalists.           
(VPT Production) 
 
 
 



Series Title:  Profile 
Airdate:  April 4, 2011 
Airtime:  7:30 PM 
Length:  30 
 
Description:  Fran Stoddard talks with Samir Sumaida’ie, who was appointed in 2006 as 
Iraq’s first ambassador to the United States in 15 years. Previously, he helped establish 
Iraq’s new government, following a career in business.  (VPT Production) 
 
Series Title:  Ask the Governor on Public Square 
Airdate:  April 21, 2011 
Airtime:  8:00 PM 
Length:  60 
 
Description:  Vermont governor Peter Shumlin welcomes questions and comments from 
a live studio audience at Vermont Public Television's studio in Colchester. Kristin 
Carlson hosts. VPT will take calls at 1-866-424-LIVE during the show and welcomes 
questions ahead of time or during the program at connect@vpt.org.   (VPT production) 
 
Series Title:  Profile 
Airdate:  May 9, 2011 
Airtime:  7:30 PM 
Length:  30 
 
Description:  Fran Stoddard sits down with Quebec Premier Jean Charest. Charest has 
served in that role since 2003. He is also leader of the Quebec Liberal party and has been 
a member of the Canadian Parliament and four-time Cabinet Minister.  (VPT production) 
 
Series Title:  Report from Washington 
Airdate:  May 12, 2011 
Airtime:  8:00 PM 
Length:   
 
Description:  U.S. Senator Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.) joins VPT for a live call-in show during 
which viewers can ask him questions on the issues of the day. Mark Johnson hosts. 
Viewers can call during the show or email questions to connect@vpt.org.                        
(VPT production) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Series Title:  Report from Washington 
Airdate:  June 23, 2011 
Airtime:  8:00 PM 
Length:   
 
Description:  U.S. Rep. Peter Welch (D-Vt.) joins VPT for a live call-in show during 
which viewers can ask him questions on the issues of the day. Mark Johnson hosts. 
Viewers can call during the show or email questions to connect@vpt.org.                        
(VPT production) 
 
NUCLEAR ISSUES/WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION: 
 
Series Title:  American Experience: Trials of Robert J. Oppenheimer 
Airdate:  May 23, 2011 
Airtime:  9:00 PM 
Length:  120 
 
Description:  Robert Oppenheimer's life and legacy are inextricably linked to America's 
most famous top-secret initiative -- the Manhattan Project. But after World War II, this 
brilliant and intense scientist, tasked with the development of the atomic bomb and 
widely considered one of the most important minds of the 20th century, fell from the 
innermost circles of American scientific policy.  
 
RECREATION/LEISURE/SPORTS: 
 
Series Title:  VPT’s Outdoor Journal 
Airdate:  April 5, 2011 
Airtime:  7:30 PM 
Length:  30 
 
Description:  Lawrence Pyne goes spring fishing for smallmouth bass in Ferrisburgh's 
Lewis Creek. Bald eagles are making a comeback along the Connecticut River in 
Vermont's Northeast Kingdom. At the southern tip of Lake Champlain, the Poultney 
River watershed, long prized for its outdoor diversity, is facing a threat to its freshwater 
mussel population.  (VPT production) 
 
Series Title:  VPT’s Outdoor Journal 
Airdate:  April 12, 2011 
Airtime:  7:30 PM 
Length:  30 
 
Description:  Lawrence Pyne takes advantage of autumn spawning season to fish for 
brook trout in some Northeast Kingdom beaver ponds. A visit to Alburg Dunes, a hidden 
gem in Vermont’s state park system. Early spring is a busy time for the Vermont Fish and 
Wildlife Department’s northern pike management project.  (VPT production) 



 
Series Title:  VPT’s Outdoor Journal 
Airdate:  April 19, 2011 
Airtime:  7:30 PM 
Length:  30 
 
Description:  Lawrence Pyne heads to Waterbury, Vt., to fish for trophy trout on the 
Winooski River. Four Lake Champlain islands are important nesting areas for common 
terns, and they’re part of the Audubon Society’s Important Bird Area program. A look at 
Groton State Forest’s Becoming an Outdoor Family program, which hosts an annual 
event to help families enjoy the outdoors.  (VPT production) 
 
Series Title:  VPT’s Outdoor Journal 
Airdate:  April 26, 2011 
Airtime:  7:30 PM 
Length:  30 
 
Description:  Marianne Eaton travels to the Chimney Point historic site in Addison, Vt., 
to learn how to throw the atlatl, an ancient weapon used by Native Americans; a group of 
dedicated volunteers in Salisbury, Vt., helps migrating amphibians cross heavily traveled 
roads every spring; Lawrence Pyne goes fishing for huge channel catfish on Lake 
Champlain.  (VPT production) 
 
Series Title:  VPT’s Outdoor Journal 
Airdate: May 3, 2011  
Airtime:  7:30 PM 
Length:  30 
 
Description: Lawrence Pyne heads into the spring woods to hunt for wild morel 
mushrooms and fish for brook trout. A visit to Bird Mountain Wildlife Management Area 
in southwestern Vermont, a peregrine falcon nesting habitat. Vermont fisheries biologists 
check on the health of the bass population in Lake St. Catherine.  (VPT production) 
 
Series Title:  VPT’s Outdoor Journal 
Airdate:  May 10, 2011 
Airtime:  7:30 PM 
Length:  30 
 
Description: On Lake Champlain, Lawrence Pyne goes fishing for crappie, a popular pan 
fish. In Vermont's Northeast Kingdom, the Victory Basin Wildlife Management area is 
home to deer, moose and the rare spruce grouse. Also, a visit to Addison's Dead Creek 
Wildlife Management Area, one of the state's most popular bird watching destinations.  
(VPT production) 
 
 
 



Series Title:  VPT’s Outdoor Journal 
Airdate:  May 17, 2011 
Airtime:  7:30 PM 
Length:  30 
 
Description:  Lawrence Pyne looks at efforts to restore southern Vermont’s Battenkill 
River to its traditional glory as a prized trout stream. In Pittsford, Vt., the Pomainville 
Wildlife Management Area provides habitat for a host of waterfowl and fish species 
along the Otter Creek. A look at a taxidermy class being taught at Otter Valley Union 
High School in Brandon, Vt.  (VPT production) 
 
Series Title:  VPT’s Outdoor Journal 
Airdate:  May 24, 2011 
Airtime:  7:30 PM 
Length:  30 
 
Description:  Lawrence Pyne heads for Quimby Country, a storied hunting and fishing 
camp in Vermont’s Northeast Kingdom. There, he enjoys some upland bird hunting. 
West Mountain Wildlife Management Area, covering nearly 23,000 acres, occupies parts 
of Ferdinand, Maidstone and Brunswick, Vt. It’s a diverse and important ecosystem, and 
is home to many rare or endangered plants.  (VPT production) 
 
Series Title:  VPT’s Outdoor Journal 
Airdate:  May 31, 2011 
Airtime:  7:30 PM 
Length:  30 
 
Description:  Vermont’s Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program helps landowners provide 
critical habitat for wildlife. In Swanton, Vt., the Maquam Wildlife Management Area 
provides both upland and lowland wildlife habitats. Also, a visit to biological deer check-
in stations during youth hunting weekend, to learn why these check-ins are important to 
biologists and deer management efforts.  (VPT production) 
 
Series Title:  VPT’s Outdoor Journal 
Airdate:  June 7, 2011 
Airtime:  7:30 PM 
Length:  30 
 
Description:  Lawrence Pyne checks in on the growing popularity of overnight ice fishing 
and spends a February night on Lake Champlain with some avid fishermen. The 
Plymsbury Wildlife Management Area, in the southern Vermont towns of Plymouth and 
Shrewsbury, provides a critical link between the southern and northern portions of the 
Green Mountain National Forest.  (VPT production) 
 
 
 



Series Title:  VPT’s Outdoor Journal 
Airdate:  June 14, 2011 
Airtime:  7:30 PM 
Length:  30 
 
Description:  Lawrence Pyne heads into the spring woods to hunt for wild morel 
mushrooms and fish for brook trout. A visit to Bird Mountain Wildlife Management Area 
in southwestern Vermont, a peregrine falcon nesting habitat. Vermont fisheries biologists 
check on the health of the bass population in Lake St. Catherine.  (VPT production) 
 
Series Title:  VPT’s Outdoor Journal 
Airdate:  June 21, 2011 
Airtime:  7:30 PM 
Length:  30 
 
Description:  On Lake Champlain, Lawrence Pyne goes fishing for crappie, a popular pan 
fish. In Vermont's Northeast Kingdom, the Victory Basin Wildlife Management area is 
home to deer, moose and the rare spruce grouse. Also, a visit to Addison's Dead Creek 
Wildlife Management Area, one of the state's most popular bird watching destinations.  
(VPT production) 
 
Series Title:  VPT’s Outdoor Journal 
Airdate:  June 28, 2011 
Airtime:  7:30 PM 
Length:  30 
 
Description:  Lawrence Pyne looks at efforts to restore southern Vermont’s Battenkill 
River to its traditional glory as a prized trout stream. In Pittsford, Vt., the Pomainville 
Wildlife Management Area provides habitat for a host of waterfowl and fish species 
along the Otter Creek. A look at a taxidermy class being taught at Otter Valley Union 
High School in Brandon, Vt. 
 
Series Title:  The Long Trail: A Footpath in the Wilderness 
Airdate:  June 30, 2011 
Airtime:  8:00 PM 
Length:  60 
 
Description:  Chris McClure hikes Vermont's Long Trail end-to-end over the course of a 
year, discovering its beauty, history and hikers along the way. Highlights of the journey 
from the Massachusetts/Vermont state line to the Canadian border include the breath-
taking views from Sunset Rock, a night's rest at Taft Lodge and the summits of Stratton 
Mt., Mt. Mansfield and Camels Hump.  (VPT production) 
 
 
 



SCIENCE/TECHNOLOGY: 
 
Series Title:  Emerging Science 
Airdate:  April 1, 2011 
Airtime:  7:00 PM 
Length:  30 
 
Description:  With the recent failings of our financial system, new economic models need 
to be considered. Bob Costanza and Jon Erickson from the University of Vermont’s Gund 
Institute explain the concepts of ecological economics - a different framework to answer 
the age-old economic question: how do we allocate scarce resources to create alternative 
desirable ends? As a case study, the program explores a new interdisciplinary UVM study 
in the emerging science of bio-fuels.  (VPT production) 
 
Series Title:  Emerging Science 
Airdate:  April 8, 2011 
Airtime:  7:00 PM 
Length:  30 
 
Description:  From tainted spinach to recalled hamburgers to peanut butter, there seems 
to be a growing incidence of health scares involving salmonella,e-coli and other food 
borne illnesses. This episode explores the science of identifying and tracking food 
pathogens in the U.S. Ken Puzey of QuantaSpec, Inc., in Burlington, Vt., describes how 
his company is making great strides in early detection, and Dr. Jane Hill at the University 
of Vermont explains the complex issues of pathogen migration.  (VPT production) 
 
Series Title:  Emerging Science 
Airdate:  April 15, 2011 
Airtime:  7:00 PM 
Length:  30 
 
Description:  Infectious diseases such as SARS and the H1N1 virus seem to be on the rise 
across the globe. This episode explores the science of disease origins and transmission  
with much of the current research occurring in Africa. University of Vermont professor 
Arne Bomblies' research models hydrology and entomology factors related to malaria 
transmission. Jon Erickson and Michel Masozera of UVM’s Gund Institute introduce us 
to the HALI Project in Tanzania and explain the concept of One Health, which 
encourages interaction among physicians, veterinarians, ecologists and other health-
related professionals in the study of disease transmission.  (VPT production) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Series Title:  Profile 
Airdate:  April 18, 2011 
Airtime:  7:30 PM 
Length:  30 
 
Description:  Fran Stoddard talks with John Abele, retired founder and chairman of 
Boston Scientific. An innovator in medical technology, Abele also founded the 
Kingbridge Collaboration Institute, a ‘collective intelligence’ center in Ontario.         
(VPT production) 
 
Series Title:  ReGeneration with Claude William Genest 
Airdate:  April 22, 2011 
Airtime:  7:00 PM 
Length:  30 
 
Description:  Profiles "bioneers," visionary business leaders and ecological designers 
who are turning wastes into resources and problems into solutions. University of 
Vermont professor John Todd is using biological treatment systems to clean wastewater. 
Ted Yandow and Abe Collins of St. Albans, Vt., changed their farm from a grain-fed 
dairy operation to a grass-fed grazing operation, creating a positive effect on climate 
change. Seventh Generation of Burlington, Vt., is mimicking nature to create household 
cleaning products. Cobb Hill co-housing project in Hartland, Vt., has found a way to 
build community, generate small economic opportunities and create a positive impact on 
global sustainable food issues.  (VPT production) 
 
Series Title:  ReGeneration with Claude William Genest 
Airdate:  April 29, 2011 
Airtime:  7:00 PM 
Length:  30 
 
Description:  Profiles "bioneers," visionary business leaders and ecological designers 
who are turning wastes into resources and problems into solutions. Doug Flack of 
Enosburg Falls, Vt., reveals how local food production and the regeneration of farmers 
are critical for a sustainable future. Ben Falk of Moretown, Vt., one of a new breed of 
designers, teaches how yield, function and the regeneration of landscapes are as 
important as aesthetics. The Intervale in Burlington, Vt., is a model for local and regional 
sustainable economic development. NRG Systems of Hinesburg, Vt., designed such 
efficiency into their buildings that electrical consumption is just a quarter of that of 
similar-sized conventional buildings.  (VPT production) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Series Title:  ReGeneration with Claude William Genest 
Airdate:  May 6, 2011 
Airtime:  7:00 PM 
Length:  30 
 
Description:  Amid grim environmental news, there is inspiration and information in this 
program that features ways to sustain the planet. At his old farmhouse in Isle La Motte, 
Genest shows how he used permaculture (permanent agriculture) to transform acres of 
lawn into a profitable ‘food forest.’ He visits Elmore Roots nursery in Wolcott, where 
owner David Fried shows off a variety of food-bearing shrubs and trees, including kiwis, 
that homeowners can incorporate into a sustainable design.  (VPT production) 
 
Series Title:  ReGeneration with Claude William Genest 
Airdate:  May 13, 2011 
Airtime:  7:00 PM 
Length:  30 
 
Description:  Genest assembles a team of Vermont eco-visionaries, landscape designers, 
energy experts and architects to explore environmentally friendly ideas for home building 
and energy. He tours innovative design projects for a glimpse of the green sustainable 
future. Architect Bill Maclay of Waitsfield points out features of his ‘healthy home.’ Ben 
Graham of Plainfield, who constructs natural buildings, shows a client’s home. A 
Shelburne couple invites Genest into their straw-bale house. At the farm and wilderness 
preserve Teal Farm in Huntington, founder Melissa Hoffman and associate director Amy 
Seidl show Genest ‘the farm of the future,’ a model for renewable energy production.  
(VPT production) 
 
TRANSPORTATION: 
 
Series Title:  Northern Railroads: Vermont & Her Neighbors 
Airdate:  June 12, 2011 
Airtime:  1:30 PM 
Length:  60 
 
Description:  A nostalgic look at the age of steam in northern New England. Interviews 
with historians, townspeople and former railroaders combine with archival footage and 
beautiful old photographs to capture the spirit of the era.  (VPT production) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



URBAN DEVELOPMENT/URBAN DECAY: 
 
Series Title:  Greenest Building 
Airdate:  April 12, 2011 
Airtime:  9:00 PM 
Length:  60 
 
Description:  Over the next 20 years, one third of our nation's existing building stock 
(over 82 billion square feet) will be demolished in order to replace seemingly inefficient 
buildings with energy efficient "green" buildings. Is demolition on this scale really the 
best use of natural,social, and economic resources? Or, like urban renewal programs of 
the 1960's, is it part of a well-intentioned planning strategy with devastating 
environmental and cultural consequences?" "The Greenest Building" provides a 
compelling argument for conservation, rehabilitation and adaptive reuse of our existing 
building stock as the single most effective strategy for reducing, reusing and recycling 
one of our most important consumer products - our buildings. 
 
WAR/VETERANS/NATIONAL SECURITY:  
 
Series Title:  Noble Hearts: Civil War Vermont 
Airdate:  April 3, 2011 
Airtime:  7:00 PM 
Length:  60 
 
Description:  A vivid portrait of Vermonters during the Civil War, both on the battlefield 
and the home front, this historical documentary uses interviews, historic photos, re-
enactments and letters to reveal the tremendous courage shown by soldiers in battle, their 
stalwart tolerance for poor rations and deadly illnesses, and the worry and uncertainty 
faced by those at home.  (VPT production) 
 
Series Title:  The Civil War ‘The Cause – 1861’ 
Airdate:  April 3, 2011 
Airtime:  8:00 PM 
Length:  120 
 
Description:  Beginning with an examination of slavery, this episode looks at the causes 
of the war and the burning questions of union and states' rights. Significant events include 
John Brown's rebellion at Harper' s Ferry, the election of Abraham Lincoln in 1860, the 
firing on Fort Sumter and the jubilant rush to arms on both sides. Introducing the series' 
major figures - Abraham Lincoln, Frederick Douglass, Robert E.Lee and Ulysses S. 
Grant - the episode concludes with the disastrous Union defeat at Manassas, where both 
sides realize it is to be a very long war. 
 
 
 
 



Series Title:  Profile 
Airdate:  May 30, 2011 
Airtime:  7:30 PM 
Length:  30 
 
Description:  Fran Stoddard talks with Jon Turner veteran of the Iraq War and co-founder 
of the Combat Paper Project and Warrior Writers. The projects help create community, 
healing and a means of communication for combat veterans.  (VPT production) 
 
YOUTH:  
 
Series Title:  PBS Kids Go! Writers Awards 
Airdate:  June 2, 2011 
Airtime:  8:00 PM 
Length:  60 
 
Description:  Vermont winners are featured in the PBS KIDS GO! Writers Contest 
awards ceremony, held in May at the VPT studio in Colchester. Young writers and 
illustrators in grades K-3 entered original stories, with a winner and honorable mentions 
selected from each grade level. Area musicians The Swing Peepers perform and act as 
hosts for the event.  (VPT production) 
 


