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ISSUES 

 

HURRICANES 

We start the quarter with our Hurricane Preparedness Special on July 1
st
.  We 

broadcast a special 30 minute program in prime time explaining to viewers what they 

need to do to be prepared for hurricane season.  Following Hurricane Charley, viewers 

are much more sensitive to the threat of hurricanes.  We also learned a lot from Hurricane 

Charley and explain how some preparedness measures have changed.  Very early in 

hurricane season we experience a close call.  Hurricane Dennis passes 125 miles off the 

coast.  For 4-5 days we tell viewers about the hurricane and its projected path, the 

preparations being made and what they can expect.  Thankfully, the area suffered no 

widespread of significant damage.  On the 1 year anniversary of Hurricane Charley we 

broadcast a special program showing the damage to Charlotte County, all that has been 

done in the past year and what work remains.  

 

CONSUMER ISSUES 

 Our viewers like easy to use information that will improve their lives, help them 

be better consumers and save money.  This quarter we provide ongoing information 

providing gas prices and throughout the month of July conduct a test to learn which grade 

of gasoline is most cost efficient.  Every week in our 6pm newscast our Consumer 

Reporter Selena Hernandez takes a product to test and find out “Does It Work.”  

 

DEVELOPMENT 

 SWFLA is developing rapidly with a new airport terminal, a new 4 year 

university, dramatic home building and all the challenges that come with a booming area.  

We provided extensive coverage as the old airport terminal watches its last flight depart 

and operations are moved into the new terminal.  We provide viewers specifics on what 

they can expect when travelling out of the new airport and what will happen to the old 

terminal facility.  Southwest Florida’s growth makes it very attractive for developers to 

build shopping malls.  We tell viewers about plans for two extensive new developments 

in southern Lee County and another developer’s plans to invest $10 million and renovate 

Edison Mall. 

 

 

ENVIRONMENT 

 SWLFA’s environment and climate is what attracts so many new residents and 

tourists.  Many people in our area are passionate about the unique attributes of our 

beaches and swamps.  Since the area’s beauty lured them here, they want to keep it the 

way they found it.  But with so many people arriving and visiting the area is experiencing 
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considerable growth.  We provide many news stories focusing on our environment and 

what is threatening it and how some are trying to protect it.  This quarter we cover the 

purchase of Babcock Ranch by Syd Kitson and the ongoing negotiations of the state and 

our local county commissioners to purchase a large portion of the environmentally 

sensitive tract of land.  An Australian tourist is bitten by a shark off of Boca Grande.  

This is the 3
rd

 shark bite in Florida that week.  Hurricane Charley dramatically reshaped 

southwest Florida beaches for the worse.  We look at how it impacts businesses and 

follow the evolving plans to renourish the beach once hurricane season is over.  Citrus 

Canker is showing up at nurseries in our area.  We discuss how the nurseries have to burn 

their trees and the cost to our area and what homeowners must do if the canker spreads to 

their yards.  We tell viewers what other fruit bearing trees they may plant instead of 

citrus.  

 

HEALTH & MEDICAL 

 With a predominantly older population and a population of outdoor loving people, 

our viewers are acutely interested in their health, diet and fitness.  This quarter we tell our 

viewers about a national sleep study that is being conducted in Fort Myers, a new 

requirement for high schools that host state games to have defibrillators on site and the 

precautions people must take when using generic drugs versus barnd name and the 

differences in warnings placed on the labels. 

 

PROGRAMS LIST 

WZVN broadcasts more than 24 hours of local news programming per week and more 

than 27 hours of national news per week.  When we face threats like Hurricane Dennis, 

we expand and add additional hours of news to meet the needs of our viewers. The 

station handles issues of concern within these newscasts.  Often times the station will 

provide in-depth coverage on a major story affecting southwest Florida.  This coverage in 

many cases goes on for months as we follow the issue until resolution.   

 

Following a local research project, we found there was an appetite for local news in the 

later morning hours.  During a Viewer Advisory Meeting, we received some answers to a 

brief survey that indicated some viewers were not awake during our 5am-7am morning 

block.  In response to this need, we started a 10am-11am local newscast on August 22, 

2005. 

 

LOCAL 

Weekdays: 5am-6am, 6am-7am, 10am-11am (started Aug 22) 6pm-6:30pm, 11pm-

11:35pm 

Saturdays: 7am-8am, 6:30pm-7pm, 11pm-11:30pm 

Sundays: 7am-8am, 6:30pm-7pm, 11pm-11:30pm 

 

“Wednesday’s Child” – A weekly segment broadcast on Wednesdays in our local 6pm 

news where anchor Stacey Deffenbaugh profiles children in our foster system who need 

homes. 
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NATIONAL (provided by the ABC Television Network) 

Weekdays: 7am-9am  6:30pm-7pm  11:35pm-12:05am, 3am-5am 

 

 

HURRICANES 

 

Title: ABC7 Precision Hurricane Experience 

Date/Time: July 1, 2005  8pm 

Duration: 30:00 

Early in Hurricane Season we broadcast a special that provides viewers with a bevy of 

information they need to know regarding hurricanes.  We give the tips on how to get 

prepared.  We show the flood maps so viewers understand how susceptible they are to 

tidal surge.  We provide visual demonstrations of the damaging effects of the wind and 

recall how Hurricane Charley impacted our area less than 1 year ago. 

 

Title: Tracking Tropical Storms Cindy and Dennis 

Date/Time:  July 5, 2005 6pm 11pm 

Duration: 6:00 

We track Tropical Storms Cindy and Dennis.  With interest and concerns peaking 

following Hurricane Charley we discuss with viewers the challenge of keeping them 

informed without causing unnecessary panic and worry.  We explain the tools available 

to our meteorologists and the job they do to inform without alarming. 

 

Title: Recovery from Hurricane Charley  

Date/Time: July 6, 2005 6am 

Duration: 5:30 

4,000 homes and businesses still need to be demolished following Hurricane Charley.  

However many homeowners can’t pay the bill.  Now the Charlotte County 

Commissioners are looking at a plan to loan homeowners the money so they can get the 

county cleaned up. 

 

Title: Southwest Florida is in the Cone Tropical Storm Dennis 

Date/Time: July 6, 2005  6pm 11pm  

Duration: 20:00 

Southwest Florida is in the cone of uncertainty.  It is not yet time to panic, but time to 

prepare as if the storm does come in our direction it is 3 days away.  We show viewers 

what is happening in different parts of southwest Florida, let them know the expected 

track of the storm, what the storm is doing right now and how they can prepare.  We also 

show what is happening at the Emergency Operations Centers in each of our counties and 

at the state level.  We also show a map that has plotted on it every Atlantic Hurricane to 

give viewers a sense where the storms go and the likelihood of being hit.  By 11pm, 

Dennis is upgraded to a hurricane.  Because of its location many are comparing it to 

Charley.  We explain why that comparison is a bad one to draw.  We explain what is 

happening now at Emergency Operations Centers, the updated track and intensity of the 

storm. We also walk viewers through the resources that available on the station’s website. 
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Title: Hurricane Dennis 

Date/Time: July 7, 2005 5am, 6am, 6pm, 11pm, Cut-ins throughout the day 

Duration: 1:00:00+ 

As the threat regarding Hurricane Dennis increases, the amount of coverage in newscasts 

and throughout the day increased – we covered the track and storm predictions, checked 

on the mood of people in Charlotte County and the concerns following Charley – as well 

as preparations across the state and any suggested evacuations.  The storm is now a 

category 4 over Cuba and southwest Florida is under a tropical storm watch. 

 

Title: Hurricane Dennis 

Date/Time: July 8, 2005 5am, 6am, 6pm, 11pm cut-ins, Gov Jeb Bush Press Conference 

Duration: 4:00:00+ 

Our newscasts on this day were all about Hurricane Dennis.  Our coverage spread across 

southwest Florida explaining the actions and decisions of the government agencies, all 

the voluntary evacuations, closings, gas lines, toll suspensions, bridge closings, what 

people were doing to prepare in the various areas, the exact location of the storm and 

updates throughout the day on the track of the storm. 

 

Title: Hurricane Dennis 

Date/Time: July 9, 2005 5am, 6am, 7am, 8am, 9am, 10am, 6pm 11pm  

Duration: 7:00:00+ 

Hurricane Dennis is now a category 1 storm expected to pass 125 miles off our coast.  On 

this Saturday we add special newscasts throughout the morning as we know viewers will 

be waking up anxious to get news of the storm and its expected path.  By 6:30pm the 

storm is moving towards the north Gulf and our area has experienced wind and rain all 

day. 

 

Title: Living Through the Eye – 1 year Anniversary of Hurricane Charley 

Date/Time: August 13, 2005 

Duration: 60:00 

We broadcast a 1 hour special on the anniversary of Hurricane Charley.  We bring 

viewers back to the day of the storm and show the footage that was recorded during the 

storm.  We show the impact and devastation caused by Charley, we show what has been 

rebuilt and what remains to be repaired.  We also discuss the insurance problems and 

changes that need to made to better handle natural disasters. 

 

 

CONSUMER ISSUES 

Title: New Laws 

Date/Time: July 1, 2005 5am 6am  6pm 11pm 

Duration: 4:00 

We review the new laws that go into effect today. Littering fines double, unfinished 

bottles of wine can be taken home from restaurants if corked and bagged and doctors 

must notify parents if a child under 17 requests an abortion among other laws. 

 

Title: What Kind of Gas Should You Use 
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Date/Time: July 1, 2005 6pm 

Duration: 3:00 

People are driving more during the summer vacation season.  During the month of July 

Consumer Reporter Selena Hernandez tests which grade of gas is ultimately the most 

economical.  

 

Title: Watermelon Prices 

Date/Time: July 1, 2005 11pm 

Duration: 2:30 

As 4
th

 of July approaches and many are planning on picnics with a traditional favorite of 

watermelon.  We explain why consumers may be a bit surprised to find the prices higher 

than normal.  A late start to the growing season, then heavy rain and vine decline are all 

combined to make the melons pricey. 

 

Title: Gas Prices 

Date/Time: Every day /various newscasts and times 

On a regular basis we monitor gas prices telling viewers what the average price is per 

gallon locally, in the state and nationally.  Currently prices are at a record $2.33/gallon. 

 

Title: Does It Work?  Microdermabrasion at Home 

Date/Time: July 5, 2005 6pm 

Duration: 3:30 

Over the counter products now allow you to perform microdermabrasion at home.  But 

do these consumer products work.  Consumer Reporter Selena Hernandez puts several 

products to the test to let you know. 

 

Title: Naples Lightning Warning System 

Date/Time: July 5, 2005 11pm 

Duration: 2:30 

The City of Naples has just installed 2 new lightning warning systems at 2 local parks.  

The systems are very expensive.  They will considering purchasing and installing more 

despite the price if they are happy with the performance of the one just installed.  We 

show how the system works and what it does to keep people safe. 

 

Title: Tax Free Shopping Week 

Date/Time: July 28, 2005 6pm 

Duration: 2:15 

Consumer Reporter Selena Hernandez explains to viewers what they can buy during tax 

free week.  This is an opportunity for students going back to school to buy their supplies 

and clothes at a reduced cost thanks to the state’s tax holiday. 

 

Title: Low Unemployment & Job Fair 

Date/Time: September 8, 2005 6pm 

Duration 2:15 
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SWFL has one of the lowest unemployment rates in the country and that makes it 

difficult for companies to find employees.  We show a job fair happening at a new Target 

store and explain the challenges facing businesses. 

 

DEVELOPMENT 

 

Title: Renovations At Page Field 

Date/Time: July 1, 2005 6am 

Duration: 5:00 

Renovations are being made at Page Field.  The story focuses on the additional business 

that comes to southwest Florida through the convenience of having this terminal for 

businesses.  We also show viewers what the new terminal will look like and provide 

details on each of the additions. 

 

Title: Sanibel Causeway Construction 

Date/Time: July 5, 2005  6am 

Duration: 7:00 

Construction will begin on the drawbridge span of the Sanibel Causeway Bridge.  Barges 

will be put into place creating congestion for boaters and new rules for the waterways.  

Construction on the causeway is on schedule. 

 

Title: $10 million Edison Mall Renovation & Two New Shopping Centers 

Date/Time: July 14, 2005  6pm 

Duration: 7:00 

Edison Mall announces a $10 million renovation as two other new malls are in the works 

in southern Lee County - Coconut Point Shopping Center and Gulf Coast Town Center.  

We discuss the plans and shops slated for these projects and the benefit to consumers that 

more outlets will mean lower prices, a better shopping experience and more options. 

 

Title: The Future for Fort Myers Beach Businesses 

Date/Time: August 8, 2005  6pm 

Duration: 2:15 

We look at the businesses on Fort Myers Beach to see how they are faring almost a year 

after Hurricane Charley. 

 

Title: New Airport Terminal Prepares to Open 

Date/Time: September 8, 2013 6pm  11pm  September 9, 2005 6am 6pm 11pm 

Duration: 60:00+ 

We cover the transition from the old airport terminal to the new terminal.  We explain 

any traffic issues, parking issues, how things will work in the new terminal as compared 

to the old terminal and what travelers should expect.  We also discuss the impact on the 

economy and what will happen to the old terminal facility.  We also cover the last flight 

to leave the terminal.  On the day the new terminal opens we originate our 6pm newscast 

live from the airport and devote most of the newscast to all the aspects of opening a new 

airport and travelling in and out of it. 
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ENVIRONMENT 

 

Title: Shark Bite 

Date/Time: July 1, 2005  6pm  11pm  July 5, 2005  6pm 

Duration: 7:30 

A 19 year old is bitten by a shark off of Boca Grande when standing in chest deep water 

near the lighthouse.  This is the 3
rd

 victim of a shark bite in Florida this week.  We talked 

to witnesses at the scene. We provide viewers with an explanation on how they can avoid 

being a victim and let viewers know that a Shark Advisory has been posted at Sanibel.  

The shark attacks spark an increase in business for dive shops as the coverage of the 

sharks attacks has sparked interest of people wanting to see these creatures in person. 

 

Title: Negative Impact of 4
th

 of July on the Environment & Animals 

Date/Time: July 5, 2005  6pm 

Duration: 3:00 

As 4
th

 of July celebrations get bigger so do the piles of trash left behind.  We show the 

trash from celebrations in Naples and how some of the garbage is harmful to animals.  

We also explain that the noise from the fireworks causes many animals to run away to get 

away from the sounds and animal controls shelter fills up. 
 

Title: Citrus Canker – Replacement Trees 

Date/Time: July 5, 2005  6pm  July 13, 2005 6pm  July 14, 2005  6pm 

Duration: 7:00 

Citrus canker is showing up on trees in nurseries across southwest Florida.  The only 

solution is for growers to burn their trees.  This is costing them hundreds of thousands in 

young trees and in future crops.  The hurricanes help to spread canker.  As Citrus canker 

ravages Florida trees, we follow up with another story to show viewers alternative fruit 

bearing trees that they can grow in their yards. 
 

 

Title: Beach Erosion 

Date/Time: July 13, 2005 11pm  August 8, 2005 6pm 

Duration: 4:30 

Hurricane Charley sucked millions of pounds of sand out into the gulf laying our local 

beaches bare.  15 miles of Lee County beaches are facing critical erosion problems and 

there is nothing the county can do until hurricane season is over.  We examine the 

problem and discuss the solutions and cost to the county tax payers.  Hope is that the deal 

to renourish the beach will be signed by the end of September and the sand will start 

pumping onto the beach in December. 

 

Title: Babcock Ranch 

Date/Time: July 28, 2005 6pm  September 8, 2005 11pm  September 13, 2005 6pm 

Duration: 4:00 

Syd Kitson the new owner of Babcock Ranch meets with local government and 

environmental leaders to discuss the future of the environmentally sensitive property and 

its potential future development.  We follow up more than a month later as the 

negotiations progress and it looks as though Kitson will sell the state 80% of the land and 
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develop 20% with homes, schools and a shopping area.  We continue to cover the start 

and stops of negotiations. 

 

HEALTH & MEDICAL NEWS 

 

Title: On Call Report 

Date/Time: Every weekday – 6:15am  

Duration: 2:30 

Every weekday we broadcast a segment called “On Call”.  This segment covers health 

and medical news that range from new treatments being performed by local doctors to a 

report just released from a medical journal to explaining the difference between a heart 

attack and heart failure to evidence of a “fat” gene that create a problem with some 

people’s ability to detect sugar regulating insulin. 

 

Title: Generic Drug Labels vs. Brand Name 

Date/Time: July 1, 2005 6pm 

Duration:3:00 

Selena Hernendez shows you that while many say the ingredients in prescription and 

generic drugs are the same, the warnings on the labels are not.  She explains that right 

now the FDA is working to change that. In the meantime, viewers should talk with their 

doctors and pharmacists regarding what they take. 

 

Title: Insomnia – Local Sleep Study 

Date/Time: July 14, 2005 6am 

Duration:  5:00 

A psychiatrist is conducting a national sleep study here in Fort Myers investigating which 

medicines work best to allow people to get a restorative night’s sleep.  10% of people 

suffer from primary insomnia. 

 

Title: Defibrillators at all High Schools 

Date/Time: July 28, 2005 6pm 

Duration: 2:30 

The Florida High School Athletic Association is requiring schools to have defibrillators if 

they want to host any state tournaments or games.  Now the county has to figure how to 

pay for them.   

 


