
WZVN

MONTCLAIR COMMUNICATIONS, INC

Issues/Program List: 1st Quarter 2018

January 1, 2018 – March 31, 2018

Filed: April 10, 2018

Programs containing most significant treatment of community issues:

WZVN regularly broadcasts substantive news reports that address the community issues facing 
Southwest Florida, which includes Lee, Collier, Charlotte, Hendry, Glades and DeSoto counties.  
WZVN broadcasts 31 hours of local news programming per week in addition to a local public 
affairs program that runs on Sunday mornings for 30 minutes:

Weekdays: 4:30am-7am   9am-10am   6pm-6:30pm   7pm-7:30pm   11pm-11:35pm

Saturday: 6am-8am   6:30pm-7pm   11pm-11:30pm

Sunday: 6:30am-8am   10am-10:30am   6:30pm-7pm   11pm-11:30pm

Local public affairs program: Sunday, 10:30am-11:00am “Behind the Headlines with Amy 
Oshier”

WZVN broadcasts national news and talk programs that address the community issues:

Weekdays:    
ABC Network News 3am-4:30am (Sun-Thurs)    7am-9am 6:30pm-7pm
The View 11am-12pm
The Chew 1pm-2pm
ABC Nightline             12:35am-1:05am
20/20 10pm-11pm (Fridays)

Saturday:
ABC Network News 8am-9am
World News 6pm-6:30pm

Sunday:
ABC Network News 8am-9am
This Week 9am-10am
World News 6pm-6:30pm



Community Outreach:

Susan B. Komen Race for the Cure 2018: 
           WZVN provided extensive news coverage leading up to and during the Race for the 
Cure.  The race raises significant funds and awareness for efforts to cure breast cancer. It 
celebrates breast cancer survivorship and honors those who have lost their battle with the disease. 
75 percent of the net income from the event stays in our community to help fund local programs 
offering breast health education and breast cancer screening and treatment.

WZVN donated significant time and resources to promote and support this important 
community event. During the week leading up to the race, Emily Burris produced segments with 
important information for women about breast cancer. 

On the day of the race, WZVN provided significant coverage of the pre race events and the 
race itself with Emily Burris delivering live reports and Christina Carilla acting as emcee.

Imagine Solutions Conference:  
WZVN worked with the Imagine Solutions Conference to educate southwest Florida 

viewers regarding the opportunities the event offered.  The station produced a series of stories 
involving speakers and the topics presented during the series.  WZVN also covered the event 
as it happened.
 The Conference included 9 topics, 28 speakers and 634 attendees. Imagine Solutions 
provided scholarships to 152 leaders of local nonprofit organizations ($50,160 total value). 

Human trafficking was one of the big topics discussed at the conference. Florida is 
ranked 3rd worst in the U.S. The CEO of Polaris talked about a new texting hotline, launched to 
help human trafficking victims.  A second topic of focus was how much "screen time" is 
considered too much when it comes to children and technology, such as tablets or 
smartphones. 

 
Regularly Broadcast Segments in Daily Newscasts:

“Behind the Headlines”: Airs Fridays 9AM, each segment runs approx 2:00 min.
WZVN has a partnership with the Naples Daily Newspaper.  Each week, the paper produces a 
30 minute program focusing on local news headlines and issues important to Southwest Florida.  
On Friday mornings, WZVN airs a taped segment with the show host previewing the Sunday 
morning program.

“Weekend Preview”: Airs Thursday’s 9AM, each segment runs approx 2:30 min.
In conjunction with our partnership with Naples Daily News, we air a live segment previewing 
weekend events throughout Southwest Florida with the paper’s entertainment reporter.  Events 
include local festivals and fairs as well as the newest plays, nightclubs and restaurants.

“Techbytes”: Monday – Friday 5AM
ABC News provides a daily compilation of the top technology stories making headlines.  It 
includes consumer oriented stories, information on latest technology breakthroughs and apps as 



well as ways for families to use technology easier.  Run time is approximately 1:30 min. each 
morning.

“America’s Money”: Monday-Friday 6am
Every morning, the newest financial developments are outlined in this report. Run time is 
approximately 2:00 min.

Public Service Announcements:

AS1228 – Hispanic Scholarship Fund- :30 – 221 spots
The Hispanic Scholarship fund creates awareness of the financial assistance available for 
Hispanic youth. It has been supporting the Latino community for the last 32 years. 

AS1230 – Save the Children - :30 – 68 spots
Save the Children invests in childhood – every day, in times of crisis and for the future. In the 
United States and around the world, the campaign gives children a healthy start, the opportunity 
to learn and protection from harm.

AS1225 – AARP Caregiver – :30 – 178 spots
With over 42.1 million caregivers in the U.S., the Caregiver Assistance campaign aims to raise 
awareness of the resources and information available to help them take even better care of the 
person who once took care of them.

AS1187 – Habitat for Humanity – 515 spots
The Habitat for Humanity PSA is a general awareness campaign for affordable housing. Habitat 
homeowners help build their own homes alongside volunteers and pay an affordable mortgage.

AS1307 – FL Move Over Law – 383 spots
Statewide initiative to inform viewers of a law to save officers’ lives in a traffic situation.

AS1321 – Kids Need Kiwanis- 108 spots
General awareness campaign to make it clear that Kiwanis serves children and that they have 
fun together.

AS1402 – ABC7 Komen Race 2018 – 401 spots
WZVN educated and informed viewers about The Komen Race for the Cure in Lee County this 
March.  WZVN locally produced public service announcements with its news anchors to make 
the community aware of the event and how they could participate and support the cause.

AS1406 – World of Autism :30 – 58 spots
General awareness campaign for Autism that takes audiences through an imaginative world to 
illustrate the signs of Autism.



AS1351 – Texting Just Drive :30 – 82 spots
General awareness campaign anti-texting and driving

AS1348 – Seat Belts Battlefield – 46 spots
General awareness campaign urges parents to never give up until their children buckle up.

AS1341 – MOW Meals Lola :20 – 66 spots
Campaign to raise awareness for Meals on Wheels.
AS1349 – Seat Belts Long Haul – 44 spots
In partnership with 20th Century Fox and Diary of a Wimpy Kid: The Long Haul, NHTSA and the 
Ad Council are reminding parents that, whether it's a short trip or a long haul, they should never 
give up until they buckle up.

ISSUES:

Politics & Government

As medical marijuana dispensaries begin to open up around SWFL, some municipalities are still 
hesitant to allow the drug to be given out within their borders. Hot car deaths continue to plague 
families in Florida, now a new bill would make it illegal for parents to leave children in a car 
unattended for any length of time. Turning clocks back and ahead in Florida could soon become 
a thing of the past. Lawmakers debated and ultimately passed a measure to keep Florida in 
Daylight Saving Time. The governor signed the law, but it’s not a done deal yet. American 
families who receive government food assistance could have their benefits cut in half and 
replaced with a box of food. A mass shooting at a Parkland, FL high school prompts new 
legislation to increase security in schools around the state.

Economy & Local Development 

One of SWFL’s busiest roads could see some changes. The city of Naples is looking at ways to 
slim down U.S. 41 to benefit walkers and bikers. A health-food store encounters a roadblock in 
SWFL’s largest city. Residents of Cape Coral won’t see a Fresh Market built in the city as soon 
as they anticipated. Meanwhile, one Fort Myers neighborhood is gearing up for a slew of new 
retailers including a Whole Foods store. A controversial resort is closer to becoming a reality on 
Fort Myers Beach. A decades-old deed surfaces in long-awaited project to build a new hotel in 
Downtown Fort Myers.

Crime & Personal Safety

60 seconds. That’s how long you have to escape a car as it sinks into a body of water. ABC7 
takes a closer look at how to get out alive after an Immokalee mother and two children drown in 
a pond. A scam threatening to divulge a scathing secret targets a Marco Island resident. A 
SWFL sheriff’s office is taking steps to crack down on teen sexting. A mass shooting at 
Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida rocks the nation. 17 students are dead and 



survivors are on a mission to create change across the country to ensure a similar tragedy will 
never happen again. In the wake of the shooting, security weaknesses are becoming all too 
apparent to the public. A security guard at a local school is caught sleeping on the job.

Health & Medicine

Resolutions can be tough to stick to in the new year if you don’t tackle them the right way. ABC7 
looks at ways to successfully kickstart a healthier lifestyle. A fierce flu season has a local health 
giant turning visitors away from some of its sickest patients. The main medication prescribed to 
treat the flu prompts concerns after serious, yet rare side-effects surface in some patients. Local 
salons take steps to keep their staff safe from the flu, following an outbreak. Medical experts are 
advising DNA testers to get a professional opinion if they’re electing to screen their genes for 
cancer with an at-home test.

Weather & the Environment

A cold snap strikes SWFL in January, forcing people to bundle up themselves and their plants. 
The frigid temperatures have a freezing effect on wildlife unaccustomed to cold weather. As 
brush fire season sets in, residents begin to clear their homes of surrounding debris and take 
notice of fire hazards in their neighborhoods. WZVN meteorologists keep the public up to date 
on conditions creating the perfect climate for brush fires. Warmer weather is blamed for a red 
tide bloom in Lee County leaving a disgusting site at a popular beach.

Community Service

Lee County wants residents to be able to learn while they play. A new park with this intention is 
currently in the works. Dining out can take a chunk out of the family finances, but WZVN dives 
deeper into cost-cutting measures that can save you a significant sum. Collier County is 
learning from the past. A new coalition is in the works to better serve the community in future 
disasters. 1,000 people with little means receive much-needed dental care at no cost. WZVN 
sponsors the 11th annual Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure.

The following brief entries outline a sampling of the coverage provided by WZVN during this 
quarter.  This is meant to be a sampling only and not an exhaustive list of the coverage of the 
previously cited community issues.

Politics & Government

Date/Time: January 2-3, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 4:45
Title: Medical Marijuana in Fort Myers
Source: Local



Description: Fort Myers city council discussed allowing medical marijuana dispensaries within 
city limits for the first time in a public hearing. Members spoke about it in November, a day 
before a dispensary opened up in neighboring North Fort Myers. The thought of medical 
marijuana dispensaries opening in the streets of Fort Myers city limits was exciting to some, but 
the possibility of people abusing drugs lingered on the minds of others. Council members 
ultimately approved a temporary ban on dispensaries.

Date/Time: January 9-10, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 4:30am, 5am, 9am
Duration: 7:00
Title: Leaving Kids in Cars
Source: Local
Description: A new report showed Florida to rank second in the United States for child hot car 
deaths. In a span of 20 years, 83 children died in hot cars. Florida trails only Texas for most hot 
car deaths of children during that period. Right now, it is legal in the state to leave young kids in 
the car for up to 15 minutes unattended, as long as the car is off. However, many parents argue 
that amount of time is long enough for a child to suffer from heatstroke. A new bill making its 
way through the Florida legislature would make it illegal to leave your kids in the car for any 
period of time. If the bill passes, you may be charged with a 2nd-degree misdemeanor for 
leaving children alone in the car.

Date/Time: January 10-present, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: Continuing Coverage
Title: Daylight Saving Time Bills
Source: Local
Description: Two competing proposals to fix the biannual time change worked their way through 
the Florida legislature. One called for standard time year-round, the other daylight saving time. 
Lawmakers pursued the bill to keep Florida in daylight-saving time. The practice was enacted in 
Europe in 1916 as an effort to save coal during wartime. More than 100 years later, state 
lawmakers argued the law is useless. In 1974, state lawmakers spent three days in a special 
session debating what to do with a proposed daylight saving change. In the end, nothing was 
changed. This time, Governor Rick Scott signed the bill, known as the Sunshine Protection Act. 
It still needs to be approved by congress.

Date/Time: February 7-8, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 8:00
Title: Bullied Student Bill
Source: Local
Description: The 47,000 students who say they’ve been bullied in Florida public schools could 
soon be eligible for scholarships to private schools. The Florida House Education Committee 
voted in favor of HB One. It establishes the Hope Scholarship Program. Sales taxes from car 
purchases would fund the scholarship program. Sponsors believe that will generate $40 million 
for the scholarship. However, Florida drivers would have the option to choose if the sales tax 
from their purchase went to the program or into general revenue. In 2015, more than 123,000 



high school students in the state reported being bullied over a 12 month period. Most incidents 
are believed to go unreported.

Date/Time: February 13-14, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 12:30
Title: America’s Harvest Box
Source: Local
Description: It’s being called Blue Apron for food stamp recipients. The Trump administration 
wants to get rid of nearly half of some SNAP participants’ monthly cash benefits and instead 
send them a box of food. It would impact households that get at least $90 a month in food 
stamps, nearly 38 million people. The proposal is part of the president’s fiscal 2019 budget. 
Instead of receiving all their food stamp funds, some households would get a box of food the 
government describes as nutritious and 100 percent grown and produced in the U.S. The 
“USDA America’s Harvest Box” would contain items such as shelf-stable milk, juice, grains, 
cereals, pasta, peanut butter, beans, canned meat, poultry or fish, and canned fruits and 
vegetables. The box would be valued at about half of the SNAP recipient’s monthly benefit. The 
remainder of their benefits would be given to them on electronic benefit cards. The proposal 
would save nearly $130 billion over ten years, the White House said.

Date/Time: March 1-2, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 7:00
Title: Hendry County Guns in Schools
Source: Local
Description: A Southwest Florida sheriff wants to arm teachers and staff inside schools. Hendry 
County Sheriff Steve Whidden is joining forces with the school district to push the issue forward 
for a school board vote. Whidden is naming the idea, the archangel program. The number one 
priority is to prevent an active shooter attack, like the one in Parkland, Florida in February. 
Volunteer “archangels” could include teachers, principals and non-instructional staff. They would 
carry concealed firearms on their person in schools and no one would know their identity. He 
says those who volunteer would have to complete 66 hours of law enforcement training.

Date/Time: March 9-10, 6pm, 7pm, 6am, 7am
Duration: 7:00
Title: Florida Gun Bill
Source: State
Description: School districts in Florida will now have the option to arm their teachers. The 
governor signed a controversial gun control and school safety bill into law. School districts will 
now be allowed to decide if they want to be a part of the Guardian Program, which would allow 
up to ten teachers with dual positions to volunteer to carry a gun on campus. Those teachers 
would have to go through 132 hours of training. If districts participate in this, they would split 67 
million dollars between the schools. The law also allows police to take guns away from mentally 
disturbed people before committing a crime, bans bump stocks, and only allows for people over 
21 to purchase a rifle.



Date/Time: March 23-24, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 6am, 7am
Duration: 7:00
Title: Sex Trafficking Bill
Source: Local and National
Description: Craigslist announced it’s getting rid of its personal sections. It’s all because of a bill, 
now on the way to President Trump, that makes it illegal for internet companies to allow ads to 
sell children or women for sex. Florida Senator Bill Nelson co-sponsored the bill. It updates the 
Communications Decency Act, which protects companies for content posted by their users. The 
measure will allow state attorneys to prosecute websites that knowingly post trafficking ads and 
create harsher punishments for traffickers.

Date/Time: March 27, 6pm
Duration: 2:00
Title: Beach Access Bill
Source: State
Description: Governor Scott signed a bill that could make it harder for cities and counties to 
ensure public access to beaches that cross private property. The new law bans local 
governments from adopting “customary use” ordinances or the public’s right to use certain parts 
of the beach. A judge will now decide if a person can sunbathe on privately owned sand above 
the high tide line. The law will go into effect July 1st.

Economy & Local Development

Date/Time: January 3, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 4:30
Title: McGregor Sidewalks
Source: Local
Description: A construction project that clogged up McGregor Boulevard in Fort Myers for 
months finally came to an end, but with a problem. Neighbors living along the road say 
speeders have returned. Once paving was complete and the barriers were removed, more 
people would blow past the speed limit signs. The project, which resurfaced roads, fixed 
sidewalks and updated crosswalks began in March of 2017. 

Date/Time: January 5-6, 6pm, 7pm, 6am, 7am
Duration: 6:00
Title: Reducing US 41
Source: Local
Description: The city of Naples considered reducing the number of lanes on one of the busiest 
roads in Southwest Florida. The idea was to remove two of the six lanes of traffic on US 41 in 
Naples to benefit pedestrians and bicyclists. The lane reduction would be approximately from 
7th Avenue North to 5th Avenue South. The city of Naples has been conducting a Downtown 
Naples Mobility & Connectivity Study to better connect the downtown areas of Naples. Some 
say the city needs to make getting around on foot or bike more of a priority. On the other hand, 
drivers feel the project would create a headache. The Florida Department of Transportation is 



already working on a storm water improvement project on that stretch of US 41, so they plan to 
tear it up in the next five years anyway.

Date/Time: January 9-10, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 5:30
Title: Cape Coral Fresh Market
Source: Local
Description: Construction on a highly-anticipated specialty grocery store in Cape Coral was put 
on pause. The Fresh Market announced plans to build a store at Cape Coral’s Coralwood 
Center back in May. The shopping plaza is located just off Del Prado Boulevard. The North 
Carolina-based company has four other store locations in Southwest Florida. Recently, 
Coralwood Center’s developer told the city The Fresh Market had re-submitted design plans for 
their Cape Coral location, thus halting construction. The company released a statement in 
response to the hold-up, saying it has re-evaluated the timing of its new store opening 
announcements.

Date/Time: February 9-10, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 6am, 7am
Duration: 7:00
Title: Daniels Marketplace
Source: Local
Description: New retailers are joining the roster at Fort Myers’ newest shopping district, Daniels 
Marketplace. The retail hub’s newest mixed-use occupants include California Closets, Club 
Pilates, Paradise Grills and more. Daniels Marketplace will also be home to the first Whole 
Foods store in Fort Myers. The center’s first merchants are expected to open in summer 2018. 
People living in the area are excited about the new options; but, concerned about an influx of 
traffic.

Date/Time: February 12-13, 7pm, 4:30am, 5am
Duration: 3:10
Title: Collier Beach Parking
Source: Local
Description: Collier County will spend $85,000 to help make finding a spot to park easier at two 
beaches. The new system will be installed in the garage at Vanderbilt Beach and at Wiggins 
Pass. A smartphone app would allow drivers to see where spaces were still open, without the 
frustration of having to drive around a packed garage. You will be able to check how full the 
garage is before you ever leave your house.

Date/Time: February 13-14, 6pm, 11pm, 4:30am, 5am
Duration: 3:30
Title: Fort Myers Beach Hotel Project
Source: Local
Description: A controversial resort that wants to build on Fort Myers Beach is taking a step 
closer to becoming a reality. The town planning agency heard from several people for and 
against TPI hospitality that plans to build a 260 room beach resort on the island. Some people 



fear the resort will add traffic and not enough parking spaces. Others believe the resort will bring 
in more money for the local economy. The planning agency has recommended moving forward 
with the project. Town council will vote on the proposal at a later date.

Date/Time: March 5-6, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 6:30
Title: Mainsail Deed
Source: Local
Description: Problems surface surrounding the downtown Fort Myers hotel project. Construction 
on the new Luminary Hotel was slated to start in March, but a deed restriction is now causing a 
delay. The land use deed that dates back to 1937 states the land cannot be used for business. 
The city manager says he is aware of the deed and the city is trying to fix the issue. Mainsail 
Development and the city hosted a groundbreaking ceremony in October of last year, but there 
is still no sign of construction.

Date/Time: March 6, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 4:20
Title: Cape Coral Rental Homes
Source: Local
Description: The city of Cape Coral is fighting the state, saying they want to control vacation 
rentals for themselves. City Council approved a resolution strongly opposing a bill in the State 
Senate. It aims to take control of regulations over vacation rentals for the entire state instead of 
having different rules controlled by each city. The bill is currently working its way through the 
legislature.

Date/Time: March 7-8, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 8:00
Title: San Carlos Improvements
Source: Local
Description: Fort Myers Beach residents are fighting a plan to rebuild the Big Carlos Pass 
Bridge. Staff are considering two options: A new drawbridge at the current height of 24 feet and 
a new fixed bridge at 60 feet. Neighbors argue the taller bridge would ruin their views and create 
traffic problems. Both options for the new bridge would last 75 years.

Crime & Personal Safety

Date/Time: January 8-9, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 4:30am, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 8:00
Title: Sinking Car Escape
Source: Local
Description: Tragedy struck in Immokalee when a mother and her two children wound up at the 
bottom of a pond in a car crash. The three of them died in the crash, prompting WZVN to look 
into ways to escape a sinking car. Experts say drowning deaths in cars are preventable if you 
remember three things: seatbelt, window, get out. As soon as your car hits the water, you 



unbuckle your seatbelt, roll down the window and help everyone out of the car. You only have 
about 60 seconds before it’s too late. Experts say power windows will work for the 30-60 
seconds it takes to get out of the car, and that you should not waste time trying to call for help. 

Date/Time: January 9-10, 6pm, 11pm, 4:30am, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 6:00
Title: Marco Husband Scam
Source: Local
Description: Marco Island police warned residents of a strange scam involving a letter. Police 
got a report of a resident getting a letter trying to get money for something he couldn’t have 
done. Whoever wrote the letter said he or she had evidence of a secret the recipient was 
keeping from his wife. The recipient, Robert, told the Marco Island police, he doesn’t even have 
a wife. To keep his “secret” safe, the writer of the letter asked for $3,450 in Bitcoin. Robert didn’t 
fall for the scam. Police said they hadn’t received any other similar reports.

Date/Time: January 24-25, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 4:30am, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 12:15
Title: Charlotte County Teen Sexting
Source: Local
Description: The Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office is taking an extra step to protect your teens 
online. The Florida Statute on sexting has been in place for years, but how to document a first 
offense is left up to each law enforcement agency across the state. The Charlotte County 
Sheriff’s Office will be citing first-time juvenile offenders. It comes with three options: paying a 
fine, taking a class, or completing community service hours. The citation method is to 
encourage prevention. There are harsher punishments for habitual offenders. The second time 
a person is charged with sexting, it’s a misdemeanor. A third offense is a felony.

Date/Time: February 2-3, 6pm, 6am, 7am
Duration: 4:00
Title: Teacher with Drugs
Source: Local
Description: A Southwest Florida teacher is facing charges for possession of meth and 
marijuana. 30-year-old Patricia Pack resigned from her position as an exceptional student 
education teacher at Labelle High School. The school district suspended her pending an 
investigation as soon as it learned of her arrest. The Hendry County Sheriff’s Office arrested 
Pack after they found her in a car with two other men, blocking a handicap parking spot. During 
a search, deputies found methamphetamine in Pack’s purse. She had only been working with 
the school district since Fall of 2017.

Date/Time: February 6-7, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 4:30am, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 10:15
Title: Babyland Desecration
Source: Local



Description: Disturbing images surfaced from Cape Coral cemetery, showing teens rolling 
around on the top of the graves of babies. The images were posted to Snapchat and later 
shared in Facebook groups. The pictures were taken in the “Babyland” section at the Coral 
Ridge Cemetery. Even more troubling, the caption states a girl in the photos was high on 
Xanax. Police said, if the teens were caught, they could face trespassing charges. 

Date/Time: February 14-present, All newscasts
Duration: Continuing Coverage
Title: Parkland School Shooting
Source: State/National
Description: On February 14th, a gunman stormed Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in 
Parkland, Florida, killing 17 people and injuring more than a dozen others. It is now one of the 
country’s deadliest school massacres. The accused shooter, Nicholas Cruz was taken into 
custody and remains in jail. The shooting sparked renewed calls for changes to gun laws and 
more security in schools. In the weeks following the shooting, students across the country stood 
in solidarity with the victims at Parkland, staging massive walkouts from their own schools. 
Schools in Southwest Florida also responded. The Lee County Sheriff’s Office reassigned staff 
members to add 40 School Resource Officers to patrol schools around the county. 

Date/Time: March 2-3, 6pm, 11pm, 6am, 7am
Duration: 3:30
Title: Cape Coral Door Knockers
Source: Local
Description: Strangers were showing up on doorsteps in a Cape Coral neighborhood at night, 
raising concerns for the community. One man reported a young girl approached his front door 
while appearing to be recording with her cell phone, knocked on the door, and then took off in a 
waiting truck. The man said he was worried she was scoping the home out, but police say there 
isn’t much they can do. The incident prompted some residents to install doorbells that record 
when motion is detected.

Date/Time: March 2-3, 7pm, 11pm, 6a, 7am
Duration: 5:00
Title: FSW Sleeping Security Guard
Source: Local
Description: A security guard was caught on camera at FSW’s Collier County campus, sleeping 
on the job. A father was picking his son up from school when he noticed the guard asleep on a 
golf cart. The incident happened less than a month after the shooting in Parkland, Florida. The 
father said the guard was sleeping for about 15 minutes. The guard in question worked for DSI 
Security Services, a private company. The chief operating officer said the behavior is 
unacceptable and that the guard is no longer associated with the company.

Date/Time: March 20-21, 6pm, 11pm, 4:30am, 5am, 9am
Duration: 5:30
Title: North Fort Myers Card Scam



Source: Local
Description: People in a North Fort Myers neighborhood are warning each other about a scam 
targeted to get your cash. Neighbors in Waterway Estates said two teens were going door to 
door trying to sell gift cards for the Riverdale High School football team. People said the pair 
approached them and said they were football players selling cards to benefit the program. 
However, the Lee County School District told WZVN, the school is not selling gift cards. The Lee 
County School District said the football coach are aware of the scam and contacted the school 
resource officer.

Health & Medicine

Date/Time: January 2-3, 6pm, 4:30am, 5:00am
Duration: 3:20
Title: Keeping Healthy in 2018
Source: Local
Description: A new year comes with new resolutions, oftentimes a healthier lifestyle. Fitness 
centers filled up at the start of 2018 with people hoping to reach their new goals. Oftentimes, 
these resolutions are short-lived, but WZVN took a closer look at the key to sticking with a 
resolution. Trainers say, for those who don’t know where to begin, try a group exercise class. It 
can be less intimidating because everyone is doing the same routine. Trainers also recommend 
finding a support group to hold you accountable. For beginners, bodyweight exercises are 
recommended, rather than higher level exercises using equipment. As for diet, experts say not 
to cut out too many calories, rather focus on eating healthier foods.

Date/Time: January 5-6, 6pm, 7pm, 6am, 7am
Duration: 5:30
Title: Lee Health Limiting Visits
Source: Local
Description: Lee Health announced it would restrict child visitors in the height of flu season. In a 
press release, Lee Health said they saw an increase in flu cases throughout the month of 
December. They said after having less than 200 cases in the middle of the month, there were 
more than 300 cases by the end of it. As a result, children 12 years old and younger were not 
allowed to visit anyone in the ICU, pediatric ICU, and the hematology or oncology units. The 
restrictions do not include the Trauma ICU at Lee Memorial Hospital. 

Date/Time: January 31-February 1, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 6:30
Title: Tamiflu Concerns
Source: Local/National
Description: One of the most sought out prescription drugs in the U.S. caused major concerns 
for families but was still recommended by doctors. Tamiflu, the main drug prescribed to people 
battling the flu, made headlines for rare side effects some children were experiencing. One 
family from Indiana blamed Tamiflu for their teen’s suicide. The family said the teen started 
taking the drug a day before he killed himself and that he did not have a history of mental 



illness. Doctors say every drug has side effects, and in a very small portion of the population, 
those side effects can be severe. For the most part, doctors say Tamiflu is a great drug that can 
lessen the effects of the flu and help patients heal faster.

Date/Time: February 7-8, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 9am
Duration: 7:00
Title: Great Clips Flu Sign
Source: Local
Description: Great Clips salons singled out customers to stay away from their businesses during 
the busy flu season. Salons put signs up outside their stores telling anyone with the flu not to 
come inside. Salon owners said the flu has hit their business hard, sickening their staff and their 
clientele. Salons said both adults and children would come in sick for haircuts. They planned to 
keep the signs up until the worst of flu season passed.

Date/Time: February 21-22, 6pm, 7pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 7:45
Title: Screen Time Not Bad
Source: National
Description: When it comes to the screen, parents tend to worry about how much time their 
children spend behind it. New information is easing their anxiety. Vice President of PBS Kids 
Digital says screen time shouldn’t be looked at as a waste of time, rather an experience to help 
kids learn and become critical thinkers. PBS Kids is also addressing another fear, that screens 
are isolating children from their peers. They say games and media actually promotes social-
emotional growth and conversation.

Date/Time: March 2-3, 6pm, 11pm, 6am, 7am
Duration: 4:15
Title: Fewer Flu Cases
Source: Local
Description: Flu season is winding down after hitting its peak, but Lee Health is warning people 
to continue practicing healthy habits. The number of flu cases is starting to decline in Lee 
County after setting a record in January. Lee Health says flu cases could continue into May and 
that it is not too late to get a flu shot.

Date/Time: March 8, 9am
Duration: 3:30
Title: Acid Reflux
Source: National
Description: Between 25 and 40 percent of Americans of all ages suffer from acid reflux 
symptoms. Doctors say it can be treated with over-the counter medications and lifestyle 
changes. However, medications used to reduce acid in the body, known as proton pump 
inhibitors, aren’t designed to be used long-term. There is some research showing these 
medications can do damage to kidneys. Doctors say it’s important to avoid acidic foods, such as 
coffee and alcohol if you suffer from acid reflux in order to avoid doing long term damage.



Date/Time: March 22-23, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 8:00
Title: 23andMe for Cancer
Source: National
Description: Spit in a tube and send it back. That’s all you have to do to learn about your 
ancestry from 23andMe, along with your risk for breast cancer. It’s approved by the FDA, but 
health experts worry buyers will get an incomplete picture that’s hard to understand. Right now, 
people can select whether they want their DNA to be tested for breast cancer genes. The breast 
cancer test looks at three specific versions of genes known to contribute to a higher risk of 
breast cancer. However, there are more than 1,000 variants of these genes that can increase 
breast cancer risk. That means a negative result doesn’t necessarily mean a person has a low 
risk of developing cancer. 23andMe does warn consumers that reports are not intended to tell 
them about their current state of health and should not be used to make medical decisions.

Date/Time: March 27, 9am
Duration: 3:30
Title: Healthiest Cities
Source: National
Description: When it comes to your life expectancy, research finds your zip code matters more 
than your genetic code. A new ranking from U.S. News and World Report lists the healthiest 
places to live in the country. WZVN talked with experts about the rankings and how our local 
communities stacked up. According to the 2018 results, the healthiest community in the country 
is Falls Church City, Virginia, with nearly 90 percent of the population considered healthy. On 
the other hand, Florida cities are noticeably absent from the list.

Weather & the Environment

Date/Time: January 2-6, All Newscasts
Duration: Continuing Coverage
Title: New Year Cold Blast
Source: Local
Description: Bundle up! Northerly winds descended upon Southwest Florida sending 
temperatures into a nosedive. Over the span of a week, wind gusts from the north made the air 
feel several degrees below the actual temperature. Morning lows bottomed out in the 30’s, with 
temperatures barely breaking the 50’s in the afternoons. Southwest Florida’s most accurate 
team of meteorologists tracked temperatures and wind chills to prepare viewers for the 
elements.

Date/Time: January 2-3, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 8:45
Title: Protecting Plants in Cold Weather
Source: Local



Description: Farmers were keeping a close eye on their crops as temperatures tanked across 
SWFL. In order to stay on top of the cold, citrus farmers had to take protective measures to 
make sure their crops did not freeze. Growers prepared for the freezing temperatures by 
irrigating their crops and continually monitoring their condition. Owners at plant nurseries used 
sheets and blankets to cover many of their plants to keep them from the elements. Experts say 
native Florida crops are more likely to hold up when the weather gets cold, but tropical plants 
are at risk of dying.

Date/Time: January 2-3, 6pm, 7pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 6:30
Title: Cape Mulch
Source: Local
Description: The damage from Hurricane Irma is still causing a major problem for residents in 
Northeast Cape Coral. Piles of mulch left over from the debris removal are not only a fire 
concern but also an odor issue for those living around the massive mulch pile. Neighbors 
shared concerns that the mulch could end up fueling a fire, prompting the city to take action. 
Crews spread the mulch out in a layer across the property, but residents living nearby say that’s 
not enough. They want the mulch gone so that they don’t have to smell it when the wind blows.

Date/Time: January 4-5, 6pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 6:30
Title: Frozen Iguanas
Source: State
Description: A stretch of cold weather had iguanas falling from their perches in Florida. FWC 
says when temperatures reach 40 degrees, iguanas may become immobile due to a lack of 
blood flow. They say large iguanas become sluggish and even start falling out of trees when it’s 
50 degrees outside. Once it warms up, the reptiles will regain their ability to move again. Green 
iguanas are an exotic species in Florida, known for eating through landscaping and digging 
burrows that undermine infrastructure.

Date/Time: February 19-20, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am
Duration: 5:00
Title: Fort Myers Brush Fire Concerns
Source: Local
Description: Overgrown brush taking over a Fort Myers neighborhood created a fire hazard for 
homeowners. City council member Johnny Streets said it’s been years of watching vegetation 
around areas like Katherine Street grow out of control. The already overgrown brush was only 
made worse after Hurricane Irma, and neighbors say trees are growing into their yards. Streets 
chose to bring the matter to the council’s attention as brush fire season got started.

Date/Time:  February 23-24, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 6am, 7am
Duration: 6:30
Title: Panther in Lehigh



Source: Local
Description: A panther was seen lurking around a bus stop in a Lehigh Acres neighborhood, 
leaving neighbors concerned about their children and their pets. Parents say the sighting will 
have them walking their children to the bus stop and keeping their pets on leashes. Florida Fish 
and Wildlife says panthers are not uncommon in areas like Lehigh Acres, and people need to be 
on alert. If a person comes across a panther, FWC says they should not try to run or fight it off. 
Instead, it’s recommended that you act larger and give the animal space.

Date/Time: February 26-27, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 4:30am, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 7:00
Title: Fort Myers Beach Fish Kill
Source: Local
Description: A red tide bloom killed dozens of fish along a Lee County beach. Medium 
concentrations of red tide were reported at Lover’s Key and experts believe warmer weather 
may have caused it. Crews spent a day at Fort Myers Beach clearing the dead fish from the 
shore. Experts say the majority of the fish were of the black drum species, and many of them 
were up to four feet in length. Experts did not advise against swimming in the water but warned 
it could be irritating for anyone with a respiratory illness.

Date/Time: March 1-2, 6pm, 11pm, 6am, 9am
Duration: 4:00
Title: Pythons Eating Deer
Source: Local
Description: A wild discovery was made in Collier County of a Burmese Python with a deer in its 
belly, and it was a scene the experts almost couldn’t believe. In April 2015, wildlife biologists 
were in Collier-Seminole State Park, and found an 11-foot Burmese python with a white-tailed 
deer in its belly. The discovery was the largest predator-to-prey size ratio ever documented for a 
Burmese python, which has big implications. Wildlife experts say the white-tailed deer 
population is very important to the endangered panther population. The team at the 
Conservancy of Southwest Florida has been working for five years to research and remove the 
invasive predator from the habitat.

Date/Time: March 1-Present, All Newscasts
Duration: Continuing Coverage
Title: Brush Fire Season
Source: Local
Description: Dry conditions fueled fires across Southwest Florida this brush fire season. Each 
day, WZVN meteorologists tracked the conditions putting the region at risk for wildfires to break 
out. The majority of the fires sparked in Collier County in heavily wooded areas, but smoke and 
flames were visible at times from heavily trafficked areas, such as Interstate-75. WZVN provided 
live coverage on multiple occasions as the smoke from the brush fires blanketed the area, 
limiting visibility on the roads. 



Community Service

Date/Time: January 11, 5am, 6am, 6pm 
Duration: 3:00
Title: Eco Park
Source: Local
Description: Lee County is working on a big new park for the eastern end of the county. Named 
the Joel Agri-Eco Park, it will sit on 30 acres of land. The county is proposing the park be a mix 
of leisure and learning. Part of the 30 acres will be used for agricultural and ecological teaching, 
all of which neighbors are giving thumbs up. The county says the park is estimated to cost just 
under $1.7 million. It will take at least two years to get the proper permits.

Date/Time: January 11, 6am, 9am
Duration: 3:30
Title: Saving Money on Food
Source: Local
Description: Saving money in the new year is a popular resolution and cutting out restaurants 
could be the first step. It turns out Americans are spending close to half as much on meals 
outside the home as they are on groceries. It’s projected those households are spending $600 a 
month on food outside the home. That number comes from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 
2016 Consumer Expense Report. Websites such as coupon.com and grocerysmarts.com can 
help you save hundreds of dollars at the store.

Date/Time: January 16, 6am
Duration: 3:00
Title: Alerting Public in Emergencies
Source: Local
Description: People in Hawaii were taking cover and fearing for their lives after receiving an alert 
on their phones about a coming missile. After the false alarm, WZVN went to a crisis 
communications expert to find out the proper way to alert the public in emergencies. WZVN 
showed viewers an inside look at the Master Control center inside Montclair Communications 
and Waterman Broadcasting where emergency alert tests are broadcast weekly. Our TV station, 
along with others and radio stations broadcast the EAS in the event of an emergency, like a 
natural disaster.

Date/Time: February 2-3, 6pm, 11pm, 6am, 7am
Duration: 4:00
Title: Collier Community Coalition
Source: Local
Description: One SWFL community was looking for help during brush fire season from churches 
and other religious groups. Collier County worked on a creating a community of faith coalition to 
organize donations during a disaster. Last year’s brush fires showed the need for this type of 
organization when fire districts had to turn away donations because there wasn’t a place to 



store anything. The point of the coalition is to organize the groups so everyone knows their role 
when disaster strikes.

Date/Time: February 12, 6pm, 7pm
Duration: 4:00
Title: Jessica Lynch
Source: Local
Description: It’s been 15 years since Jessica Lynch was rescued in the Iraq war. To mark the 
occasion, she’s travelling the country reminding us not to forget our soldiers. WZVN anchor 
Krista Fogelsong sat down with her in Naples to talk about her experience. Lynch described 
being ambushed by Iraqi soldiers, breaking her back, arm and leg at just 19 years old. She, like 
many soldiers, suffers from PTSD. Now she talks about it as a form of therapy.

Date/Time: February 23, 6pm
Duration: 1:00
Title: Buddy Day
Source: Local
Description: More than 100 second graders from four Immokalee elementary schools learned 
about Southwest Florida’s Coastal Wildlife and Habitat at Guadalupe Center’s 26th annual 
Buddy Day. The program paired “little buddies” from Pinecrest, Lake Trafford, Highlands and 
Village Oaks Elementary schools with “big buddies.” Together they rotated through fun, 
educational stations including beach exploration. For some kids, it’s their very first time at the 
beach.

Date/Time: February 23, 24, 26, 7pm, 11pm, 6am, 7am
Duration: 11:30
Title: Imagine Solutions Conference
Source: Local
Description: Dozens of world-renowned experts descended upon Naples to speak about 9 
topics from artificial intelligence to cancer breakthroughs. This year, there were 28 speakers 
from their respective fields, sharing the latest information from their industries. Human trafficking 
was one of the big topics discussed at the conference. Florida is ranked 3rd worst in the U.S. 
The CEO of Polaris talked about a new texting hotline, launched to help human trafficking 
victims.  A second special report broadcast by WZVN – relied on Imagine Solutions as a 
reference/expert guide -- focused on how much "screen time" is considered too much when it 
comes to children and technology, such as tablets or smartphones. PBS’s head of kids digital 
put this into context for the viewers.  WZVN also covered the conference when it was held.

Date/Time: March 3, 6am, 7am
Duration: 10:00
Title: Komen Race for the Cure
Source: Local
Description: Hundreds of people hit the pavement to fight breast cancer in the 11th annual 
Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure. The 5k run and walk was held at Coconut Point in Estero. 



WZVN’s Christina Carilla served as the emcee for the ABC7-sponsored event, while Emily 
Burris reported live from the 5k throughout the morning newscasts. The race raises money for 
the Southwest Florida Chapter of Susan G. Komen, a local source of funding for early 
screening, detection, diagnosis and treatment of breast cancer. The organization is working to 
cut breast cancer deaths in half in the U.S. in the next decade.

Date/Time: March 9-10, 6pm, 11pm, 6am, 7am
Duration: 4:20
Title: Free Dental Care
Source: Local
Description: Dental work was available to anyone who needed it for free in Southwest Florida. 
More than 1,000 people showed up for the first day of a clinic at the Lee Civic Center. The event 
was held by Ministry of Mercy, for those who are in desperate need of dental care, but don’t 
have the means. A dentist at the clinic says not taking proper care of your teeth can lead to 
deadly problems later on.

ABC NEWS PROGRAMS – First Quarter, 2018
WORLD NEWS NOW

Monday thru Friday 
   2:00 - 4:00 AM 
 

Comprised of thirty-minute segments, ABC's WORLD NEWS NOW, with co-anchors Kendis Gibson and Diane 
Macedo, offers up-to-date news coverage including a mixture of live and taped coverage of domestic and 
international news issues.

AMERICA THIS MORNING
Monday through Friday 
  4:00 - 4:30 AM 

Kendis Gibson and Diane Macedo co-anchor this morning news program which provides viewers with late-breaking 
national and international news, sports, weather and financial reports.  Featuring separate and distinct fifteen-minute 
segments, information about overnight events is constantly updated.

GOOD MORNING AMERICA
Monday through Friday 
7:00 - 9:00 AM 

George Stephanopoulos, Robin Roberts and Michael Strahan provide viewers with timely news reports, 
informative features, weather information, and up-to-the minute interviews with world leaders.

Saturday / Sunday
  8:00 – 9:00 AM
ABC News Correspondents Paula Faris and Dan Harris will co-anchor providing viewers with timely reports, 
informative features, weather information, and up-to-the minute interviews with world leaders.

ABC NEWS BRIEF
Monday through Friday
aprx. 2:58 - 3:00PM



This two-minute news capsule updates important news events of the day.

NOTE: As events warrant, ABC NEWS BRIEF may be expanded or re-scheduled, or an 
additional News Brief may be scheduled.

ABC WORLD NEWS TONIGHT WITH DAVID MUIR
Monday through Friday
  6:30-7:00PM 
ABC News Anchor David Muir keeps viewers informed about world news events in this half-hour news 
review

20/20
Monday through Friday
  10:01 - 11:00PM
Informational News magazine combines hard-hitting investigative reports,
newsmaker interviews, compelling human interest and feature stories, and offers
viewers a chance to learn more about the world around them. ABC News Correspondents
David Muir and Elizabeth Vargas anchor 20/20.

NIGHTLINE
Monday through Friday
12:37AM - 1:06:30AM 
Ju Ju Chang, Dan Harris and Byron Pitts co-anchor the program which provides
in-depth discussion of current events.

NOTE: As news events warrant, ABC NEWS NIGHTLINE may be expanded.  Please
refer to the NIGHTLINE section for exact program times.

WORLD NEWS TONIGHT SATURDAY
Tom Llamas, Anchor

Saturday
  6:00 - 6:30PM

WORLD NEWS TONIGHT SUNDAY
Tom Llamas, Anchor
  Sunday 
    6:00 - 6:30PM 

This half-hour news program reviews the day's major events from around the country and around the world 
on the weekend.  

NOTE: ABC Sports programs may necessitate the preemption or rescheduling of various
news feeds.

THIS WEEK WITH GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS
Sunday
  9:00 – 10:00AM 

   



ABC News Correspondents George Stephanopoulos and Martha Raddatz co-anchor this news/interview 
program which focuses on the latest news events.  World leaders and policy makers participate in 
roundtable discussions.

NOTE: ABC Sports programs may necessitate the pre-emption or re-scheduling of various
news feeds.

ABC NEWS PROGRAMS – First Quarter, 2018
20/20 
Friday, January 5, 2018
Gypsy Rose Blanchard Exclusive Interview
Gypsy Rose Blanchard, whose mother claimed she was terminally ill and wheelchair-bound since childhood, made 
national headlines intriguing the entire country when she not only pleaded guilty to second-degree murder in the 
stabbing of her caregiver mother, Clauddine “Dee Dee” Blanchard, but also proved that she could walk and did not 
suffer from the variety of medical illnesses that her mother claimed.  ABC News Amy Robach interviews Gypsy from 
prison.

Friday, January 12, 2018
North Korean Leader, Kim Jong-Un 
As North Korea and the United States escalate dangerous rhetoric and nuclear threats, experts and citizens are on 
edge trying to anticipate what may happen next. At the center of it all is supreme leader Kim Jong-un and his 
fractured family. Now, nearly one year after his half-brother, Kim Jong-nam, was assassinated in a Malaysian airport, 
“20/20” documents the 70-year rule of North Korea’s first family and the cracks within the dynasty. Correspondent 
Bob Woodruff reports.

Friday, January 19, 2018
California Child Abuse
This week a story made national headlines when, according to authorities, 13 siblings were found captive inside a 
California home. “20/20” has the latest reporting on what life was like inside what authorities are characterizing as a 
house of horrors and on parents, David and Louise Turpin, who were arrested on charges of torture and child 
endangerment. The hour details the severe child abuse the children were allegedly subjected to including beatings 
and strangulation, and features information from those who knew the family. It also explores the question of whether 
warning signs were missed that could have alerted authorities far earlier to the alleged abuse.

Friday, January 26, 2018
Survivors
The gymnastics sexual abuse scandal that rocked the world, and included accusations by Olympic gymnasts Aly 
Raisman, McKayla Maroney and Gabby Douglas, continues to dominate national headlines as an astounding 156 
women have testified against ex-USA Gymnastics doctor Larry Nassar since last week. On the heels of these 
emotional impact statements detailing over two decades of abuse they say was inflicted by him, Anchor Elizabeth 
Vargas interviews survivors who open up about their dreams of gymnastic glory, their harrowing stories of abuse by 
Nassar, why they decided to come forward, what the future holds for them and questions who failed to protect them 
from the abuse.

Friday, February 2, 2018
Slender Man: Teenage Attack
It is every parent’s nightmare. After 12-year-old Payton Leutner was invited to a sleepover, her two 12-year-
old friends stabbed her 19 times leaving her for dead in the Wisconsin woods. The defendants Morgan Geyser and 
Anissa Weier claim they committed the horrendous attack to appease a mysterious fictional character – known as 
Slender Man. After a judge determines how long Morgan will be placed under state mental commitment this week, 
“20/20” features interviews with mothers of the perpetrators – Angie Geyser and Kristi Weier. The hour is anchored 
by ABC News’ David Muir. 

Friday, February 9, 2018



Jens Soering Interview
Nearly 33 years ago a couple was brutally stabbed to death in their home located in the quiet, wealthy suburb of 
Boonsboro in Bedford County, Virginia. The couple’s daughter, Elizabeth Haysom, made headlines when both she 
and her former boyfriend Jens Soering were sentenced to prison for the double murder. Now, Jens speaks to 
Elizabeth Vargas from prison, claiming new DNA analysis exonerates him of the murder.

Friday, February 16, 2018
Kayak
What began as an apparently loving couple on a kayaking trip across the Hudson River in New York State ended in 
tragedy when Vince Viafore drowned in the frigid water.  His Latvian fiancée, Angelika Graswald, survived and was 
convicted of involuntarily killing her fiancé. On Friday, “20/20” revisits the case that made headlines nationwide. 
Anchor Elizabeth Vargas sits down with Angelika in her first television interview since she was released from prison. 
Angelika – the only person alive who knows what really happened that day – talks about the death of her fiancé and 
what life is like now that she is free again.

Friday, February 23, 2018
Whitaker Sugar Land
The Whitaker family was ambushed upon returning to its Sugar Land, Texas, home in what authorities initially thought 
was a burglary gone wrong. All four members were shot – killing mother, Tricia, and younger son, Kevin, and 
wounding father, Kent, and elder son, Bart. The case took a twisted turn when Bart turned out to be the mastermind 
behind the murder-for-hire plot.  Bart has since been sentenced to death and with his execution scheduled for 
Thursday evening, “20/20” features an interview with Kent, who made his final plea for his son’s life this week.  
Elizabeth Vargas reports.

Friday, March 2, 2018
Wrongful Death
Rebecca Zahau, girlfriend of pharmaceutical tycoon Jonah Shacknai, was found dead – hanging from the balcony of 
his Coronado, California home. Only two days before, Jonah’s 6-year-old son, Max, had somehow fallen over a 
staircase banister in the same home and later died. Given the circumstances of her death, Rebecca’s family remains 
skeptical of the police ruling that her death was a suicide. ABC News senior legal correspondent Sunny Hostin 
reports.

Friday, March 9, 2018
Separated At Birth
An unknown number of Americans reached adulthood without knowing and experiencing a fundamental part of their 
identity – that they have an identical twin. “20/20” features the stories of three of these people who made this 
astounding discovery, a shocking truth that was deliberately kept secret from them most of their lives. These twins 
were separated as infants, given up for adoption to different parents and then monitored for a little known “nature vs 
nurture” study – conducted completely in secret – by a preeminent psychiatrist. “20/20” co-anchor Elizabeth 
Vargas reports.

Friday, March 16, 2018
Missing Infant
Twenty years ago, 5-month-old infant Sabrina Aisenberg disappeared from her crib and was never seen again. Her 
parents, Marlene and Steve, have searched tirelessly for their long-lost daughter and have never given up hope that 
one day she will return. Recently, two women who believe they may be Sabrina contacted Marlene online. Now their 
DNA is being tested to determine if one of them is the missing baby. ABC News correspondent Deborah Roberts 
reports.

Friday, March 23, 2018
Gone Girl
ABC News’ Amy Robach sits down for the first interview with Denise Huskins and Aaron Quinn, who describe the 
anguish they felt after authorities at the time dismissed Denise’s kidnapping as a hoax, causing the case to be known 



as the “Gone Girl” kidnapping after the fictional book and film. Denise recounts her nightmare, revealing new details 
about her harrowing hours in captivity and opens up about confronting her kidnapper, Matt Muller, in court.

Friday, March 30, 2018
Double Murder-for-Hire Plot
What caused a doctor and veterinarian couple to hire a hit man to kill their exes? “20/20” investigates this double 
murder-for-hire plot and the elaborate sting operation authorities say they set up to catch Houston-area veterinarian, 
Valerie McDaniel, and her boyfriend, Leon Jacob, before it was too late. Just last week, Leon was convicted and 
sentenced to life for two counts of solicitation of capital murder.  Matt Gutman reports.

ABC NEWS SPECIALS - First Quarter, 2018
Thursday, January 11, 2018
Truth & Lies: The Tonya Harding Story
With the release of Margot Robbie’s new film I, Tonya, there has been renewed interest in the 1994 Tonya Harding-
Nancy Kerrigan scandal — and ABC News features an in-depth interview with Harding herself.
In the two-hour special, Truth and Lies: The Tonya Harding Story, which airs Jan. 11, Harding sits down for a lengthy 
conversation with ABC News’ Amy Robach about the episode that rocked the figure skating world: On Jan. 6, 1994, 
weeks before the Winter Olympics in Lillehammer, Norway, a man hired by Harding’s ex-husband Jeff Gillooly and 
her bodyguard Shawn Eckardt kneecapped Kerrigan.

Tuesday, January 30, 2018
ABC News Special: The State of the Union
ABC News will broadcast President Donald Trump’s State of the Union address and the Republican Response.  He 
will speak in the House chamber of the U.S. Capitol, flanked by Vice President Mike Pence and House Speaker 
Paul Ryan, R-Wis. Chief Anchor George Stephanopoulos will lead coverage throughout the night from Washington, 
DC with the ABC News team.

Thursday, February 13, 2018
Special Edition 20/20: “Lights, Camera, Romance!”
Just in time for Valentine’s Day, “20/20” features the stars of the most influential romantic movies, takes viewers 
behind the scenes and dissects the most memorable moments from these classics. The special will feature interviews 
with actress Katherine Heigl, from “27 Dresses”; Nia Vardalos and Andrea Martin from “My Big Fat Greek Wedding”; 
and Dakota Johnson and Jamie Dornan from the “Fifty Shades” films.

Thursday, February 15, 2018
Special Edition 20/20: Roseanne the Return
As ABC’s hit show “Roseanne” gears up to return to television this spring, the entire cast reveals behind-the-scenes 
moments, memories, and what to expect from the revival of one of TV’s most iconic sitcoms in a special edition of 
“20/20.”

ABC NEWS SPECIAL REPORTS - First Quarter, 2018

DATE START END LENGTH TOPIC

Wednesday, January 10, 2018 3:19:01 PM - 3:38:00 PM

Monday, January 22, 2018 12:41:07 PM - 12:45:37 PM 0:04:30 Vote to End Government 
Shutdown 

Tuesday, January 30, 2018 9:00:00 PM - 10:59:46 PM 1:59:46 The State of the Union

Monday, February 5, 2018 3:58:40 PM - 4:01:30 PM 0:02:50 Drop in the Stock Market 

Tuesday, February 6, 2018 9:29:48 AM - 9:32:12 AM 0:02:24 Stock Market Opening Bell

http://ew.com/movies/2017/12/14/i-tonya-margot-robbie-allison-janney-craig-gillespie-tonya-harding/


Wednesday, February 14, 2018 3:15:02 PM - 5:16:01 PM 2:00:59 FL School Shooting

Thursday, February 15, 2018 10:46:20 AM - 11:38:16 AM 0:51:56 FL School Shooting Briefing and 
Trump Address

Thursday, February 15, 2018 2:30:27 PM - 2:41:58 PM 0:11:31 FL School Shooting Update

Thursday, February 15, 2018 5:09:55 PM - 5:32:10 PM 0:22:15 FL School Shooting Press 
Conference

Friday, February 16, 2018 1:28:29 PM - 1:46:22 PM 0:17:53 Election Indictment 
Announcement

Wednesday, February 21, 2018 8:23:14 AM - 8:30:00 AM 0:06:46 Billy Graham Death

Friday, February 23, 2018 2:50:37 PM - 2:54:37 PM 0:04:00 Rick Gates Guilty Plea

Wednesday, February 28, 2018 4:39:58 PM - 4:45:37 PM 0:05:39 Resignation of Hope Hicks

Thursday, March 8, 2018 3:37:58 PM - 3:58:45 PM 0:20:47 President Trump Tariffs 
Announcement

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 8:51:55 AM - 8:56:31 AM 0:04:36 Rex Tillerson Firing

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 2:11:07 PM - 2:26:00 PM 0:14:53 Rex Tillerson Address

Wednesday, March 14, 2018 10:01:47 AM - 10:14:50 AM 0:13:03 School Walkouts

Thursday, March 15, 2018 2:42:43 PM - 2:51:13 PM 0:08:30 FL Bridge Collapse

Friday, March 23, 2018 1:25:25 PM - 1:50:36 PM 0:25:11 Pres. Trump Spending Bill News 
Conference

Saturday, March 24, 2018 2:52:00 PM - 2:57:38 PM 0:05:38 March for Our Lives Coverage

THIS WEEK - First Quarter, 2018
Sunday, January 7, 2018
Guests:

• Nikki Haley
U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. 

• Sen. Tom Cotton
Intelligence Committee
(R) Arkansas

• Sen. Bernie Sanders 
Ranking Member, Budget Committee
(I) Vermont

• Preet Bharara
Former U.S. Attorney, Southern District of NY
Distinguished Scholar in Residence, NYU School of Law
CNN Senior Legal Analyst

• Stephanie Cutter
Democratic Strategist
Obama 2012 Deputy Campaign Manager

• Sara Fagen
Republican Strategist



Bush White House Political Affairs Director
CNBC Contributor

• Roland Martin
Host, TV One

• Matt Schlapp
Chair, American Conservative Union

Topics:
• Russia Investigation
• The Week In Politics

Sunday, January 14, 2018
Guests:

• Sen. Jeff Flake
(R) Arizona

• Rep. John Lewis
(D) Georgia 

• Sen. David Perdue 
(R) Georgia

• Patrick Gaspard
President, Open Society Foundations
Obama White House Political Affairs Director

• Rich Lowry
Editor, National Review

Topics:
• Trump’s Immigration Remarks
• Debate on Immigration

Sunday, January 21, 2018
Guests:

• Marc Short
White House Legislative Affairs Director

• Sen. Dick Durbin
Senate Minority Whip
(D) Illinois

• Rep. Luis Gutiérrez
Congressional Hispanic Caucus
(D) Judiciary Committee
(D) Illinois

• Rep. Mark Meadows
Chair, House Freedom Caucus
(R) North Carolina

• Karen Finney
Democratic Strategist
Former Clinton Campaign Spokesperson

 
• Marc Lotter

Former Press Secretary to Vice President Pence
• Meghan McCain

Co-Host, “The View”
• Julie Pace

Washington Bureau Chief, Associated Press
Topics:

• Government Shutdown
• Immigration Debate

Sunday, January 28, 2018
Guests:



• Sen. Lindsey Graham 
Judiciary Committee
(R) South Carolina 

• Ken Starr
Whitewater Independent Counsel
Former U.S. Solicitor General 
Former Federal Judge

• Perry Bacon Jr.
Senior Political Writer, FiveThirtyEight 

• Susan Glasser
Chief International Affairs Columnist, Politico
Host, “The Global Politico”

Topics:
• White House Immigration Proposal
• Russia Investigation

Sunday, February 4, 2018
Guests:

• Pierre Thomas
Chief Justice Correspondent, ABC News

• Adam Schiff
Ranking Member, House Intelligence Committee
(D) California

• Will Hurd
Intelligence Committee
(R) Texas

• Matt Olsen
Former Bush Deputy Assistant Attorney General 

• Martha Raddatz
Chief Global Affairs Correspondent, ABC News

• Dan Abrams
Chief Legal Affairs Anchor, ABC News

• Mary Bruce
ABC News Senior Congressional Correspondent

• Anthony Scaramucci
Former Trump White House Communications Director

• Bill Kristol
Editor-At-Large, The Weekly Standard

• Jen Psaki
Former Obama White House Communications Director

• Roland Martin
Host, TV One

Topics:
• Declassified GOP Memo
• Midterm Elections

Sunday, February 11, 2018
Guests:

• Kellyanne Conway
Counselor to the President

• Chris Christie
(R) Former Governor of NJ

• Sean Patrick Maloney
(D) New York

• Matthew Dowd
ABC News Political Analyst

• Cecilia Vega



ABC News White House Correspondant
• Megan Murphy

Ex-Editor, Bloomberg Businessweek
• David Axelrod

Senior Advisor to President Obama
• Alex Castellanos

Political Consultant
Topics:

• White House Abuse Allegations

Sunday, February 18, 2018
Guests:

• Pierre Thomas
Chief Justice Correspondent, ABC News

• Brad Garrett
Former FBI Agent

• Ted Deutch
(D) Florida

• Carlos Curbelo
(R) Florida

• Dan Abrams
Chief Legal Affairs Anchor, ABC News

• Jeh Johnson
Former Obama Secretary of Homeland Security

• Chris Christie
(R) Former Governor of NJ

• David Hogg
Student

• Lauren Hogg
Student

• Rebecca Hogg
Mother of Lauren and David Hogg

• Christine Leinonen
Mother of Pulse victim Drew Leinonen

Topics:
• Florida School Shooting
• Russia Indictment

Sunday, February 25, 2018
Guests:

• Dana Loesch
NRA National Spokesperson

• David Hogg
Senior, Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School

• Ashley Kurth 
Teacher, Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School

• Gov. John Kasich
(R) Ohio

• Gov. John Hickenlooper
(D) Colorado

• Preet Bharara
Former U.S. Attorney, Southern District of NY
Distinguished Scholar in Residence, NYU School of Law
CNN Senior Legal Analyst

• Lanhee Chen
Former Policy Director, Romney-Ryan 2012 Campaign



Fellow, Stanford University's Hoover Institution 
• Julie Pace

Washington Bureau Chief, Associated Press
• Jorge Ramos

Anchor, Univision
Author, “Stranger: The Challenge of a Latino Immigrant in the Trump Era”

Topics:
• Parkland School Shooting
• NRA

Sunday, March 4, 2018
Guests:

• Reince Priebus
Former White House Chief of Staff

• Sen. Chris Murphy
(D) Connecticut

• Wilbur Ross
Secretary of Commerce

• Van Jones
CNN Host, “The Van Jones Show”
President, The Dream Corps

• Meghan McCain
Co-Host, “The View”

• Megan Murphy
Former Editor, Bloomberg Businessweek

 Topics:
• White House Turmoil
• Gun Control Debate

Sunday, March 11, 2018
Guests:

• Raj Shah
White House Principal Deputy Press Secretary

• Ben Rhodes
Former Obama Deputy National Security Adviser

• Donna Brazile
Democratic Strategist

• Jonathan Swan
National Political Reporter, Axios

Topics:
• President Trump’s North Korea Meeting

Sunday, March 18, 2018
Guests:

• Rep. Adam Schiff
Ranking Member, Intelligence Committee
(D) California 

• Sen. James Lankford
Intelligence Committee
(R) Oklahoma

• Garry Kasparov
Chair, Human Rights Foundation
Former World Chess Champion

• Mayor Mitch Landrieu
(D) New Orleans
Author, “In the Shadow of Statues: A White Southerner Confronts History”

• Sara Fagen



Republican Strategist
Bush White House Political Affairs Director
CNBC Contributor

• Roland Martin
Host, TV One

• Matt Schlapp
Chair, American Conservative Union

• Katrina vanden Heuvel
Editor and Publisher, The Nation
Columnist, WashingtonPost.com

Topics:
• Mueller Investigation
• Trump’s Administration

Sunday, March 25, 2018
Guests:

• Mark Kelly
Co-Founder, Giffords: Courage to Fight Gun Violence
U.S. Navy (Ret.)
NASA Astronaut (Ret.)

• Adm. Mike Mullen
Former Chair, Joint Chiefs of Staff
U.S. Navy (Ret.)

• Stephen Hadley
Former Bush National Security Adviser

• Perry Bacon Jr.
Senior Political Writer, FiveThirtyEight

• David Brody
Chief Political Correspondent, Christian Broadcasting Network
Author, "The Faith of Donald J. Trump"

• Shannon Pettypiece
White House Correspondent, Bloomberg News

Topics:
• March For Our Lives Protest
• White-House Staff Shakeup

NIGHTLINE – First Quarter, 2018
Monday, January 1, 2018

• Breakup Boot Camp
• Dream Closet on Demand
• Mariah’s Redemption

Tuesday, January 2, 2018
• Teen Vogue
• Social Star Gone Too Far? 
• “Truth and Lies: Tonya Harding Story” Promo

Wednesday, January 3, 2018
• Trump – Unfriendly Fire
• The Real Cheff Curry
• Gangsta vs. Ganster

Thursday, January 4, 2018
• Inside Waco
• “Molly’s Game”



• Bob Cyclone

Friday, January 5, 2018
• Web of Lies – GYPSY Blanchard
• “Fire & Fury” Fallout

Monday, January 8, 2018
• Puerto Rico-Hope After Hurricanes
• Oprah’s Light
• National Champs

Tuesday, January 9, 2018
• Deadly Mudslides
• “Undercover High”
• North and South Korea – A Crack in the Ice?

Wednesday, January 10, 2018
• Deadly Mudslides
• Cartel Hit Man
• The Harding Triple Axel

Thursday, January 11, 2018
• Tonya Harding

Friday, January 12, 2018
• Treasure Hunters
• Killer Kim?
• Brooklyn Prince

Monday, January 15, 2018
• Martin Luther King

Tuesday, January 16, 2018
• House of Horrors
• The Talk
• Halftime MVP – Tavaris Jones

Wednesday, January 17, 2018
• Nassar Sentencing
• Trumpland: Roots of the Alt-Right
• Power Returns to a School in Puerto Rico

Thursday, January 18, 2018
• Nightmare Next Door
• Fiona The Hippo
• Drone Rescue

Friday, January 19, 2018
• Government Shutdown
• House of Horrors

Monday, January 22, 2018
• The Pink Wae
• Wild Horses
• Neil Diamond

Tuesday, January 23, 2018
• Trump Country



• Oscars So Out
• Golden Age

Wednesday, January 24, 2018
• Nassar Sentencing
• Flat Earthers
• Elton John

Thursday, January 25, 2018
• School Shooting
• Triumphant Recovery
• Circle of Life

Friday, January 26, 2018
• Sister Survivors
• Big Air
• Vanity Fail

Monday, January 29, 2018
• Steel Nerves
• Gus Kenworth
• Blue Ivy

Tuesday, January 30, 2018
• Trump’s “New American Moment”
• SoU Analysis
• AZ Vox Pop

Wednesday, January 31, 2018
• A Nightline Special Edition – Rose McGowan: The Interview

Thursday, February 1, 2018
• Young Football Recruits
• Chance the Coder
• Michelle Obama:  Life After 1600

Friday, February 2, 2018
Nightline Special Edition: Super Bowl Showdown

• Tom Brady vs. Time
• Eagles Fans Gone Wild 
• “Jeopardy” Football Fail

Monday, February 5, 2018
• Fight for the Future: Pennsylvania’s 18th Congressional District
• “Solo: A Star Wars Story”
• Ladies First: Olympic Ski Jump
• Battle of the Super Bowl Ads

Tuesday, February 6, 2018
• Doctor on Demand
• Simon the Snowman
• Blast Off

Wednesday, February 7, 2018
• American Heroes
• Uma Fighting Back
• Baby Boom

Thursday, February 8, 2018



• South Korean Preppers
• The Monarch Butterfly Migration
• Valerie Jarrett: A Lesson in Courage

Friday, February 9, 2018
• White House Trouble
• Kate’s Story
• Pipe Dreams

Monday, February 12, 2018
• Gloria Allred: All Fight
• Adam Rippon Burning Up The Ice
• Obama Portraits Picture Perfect

Tuesday, February 13, 2018
• Sports Illustrated Cover Models
• Super Man: Torin Yater-Wallace
• Top Dog

Wednesday, February 14, 2018
• Florida School Shooting
• Reading, Writing, and Lockdown Drills

Thursday, February 15, 2018
• Florida School Shooting
• Student Survivors

Friday, February 16, 2018
• School Rampage
• Black Panther
• Drake Giveaway

Monday, February 19, 2018
• A Nightline Special Edition: Vanishing Ice – The Last American Polar Bears

Tuesday, February 20, 2018
• Bitcoin Rich
• “Lady Bird”
• “Star Wars” Force of Sound

Wednesday, February 21, 2018
• Shooting Protests
• Vicky Cornell

Thursday, February 22, 2018
• Arming Teachers?
• Syria Rescues in the Rubble
• Black Panther “Clicking” Language

Friday, February 23, 2018
• School Shooting Missed Signals
• Notes from the Field
• MLB Parkland Tribute

Monday, February 26, 2018
• Under the Gun
• Instagram Influencer
• Model Teacher



Tuesday, February 27, 2018
• Limbo in Lesbos
• Kimmel Oscar Buzz

Wednesday, February 28, 2018
• Parkland Strong
• Frozen Kingdom
• Streisand Dog Clones

Thursday, March 1, 2018
• Wrinkle In Time
• Dolly Parton

Friday, March 2, 2018
• Murder or Suicide
• Drunk History

Monday, March 5, 2018
• “Pink Wave” Women Running for Congress
• Social Stars Instagram Doctor
• Bachelor Upset

Tuesday, March 6, 2018
• Bachelor Love Triangle
• Meghan McCain’s View
• First Lady Portrait Admirer

Wednesday, March 7, 2018
• Stormy Daniels
• North Korean Directors

Thursday, March 8, 2018
• Cyber Harassment

Friday, March 9, 2018
• Battered Badge
• Blue Planet
• American Idol
• Cyber Harassment

Monday, March 12, 2018
• OJ Simpson
• Chopper Crash
• Michelle Rodriguez Lucid

Tuesday, March 13, 2018
• Pennsylvania Special Election
• HQ Trivia
• Stephen Hawking

Wednesday, March 14, 2018
• Parkland Walkout
• Deception 
• Al’s Pepper Challenge

Thursday, March 15, 2018



• Face-to-Face: Family Searchers

Friday, March 16, 2018
• Unfriendly Skies
• Love, Simon
• Felix Slater

Monday, March 19, 2018
• Gone Girl
• Bella Thorne
• Nixon for Governor

Tuesday, March 20, 2018
• Serial Bomber
• Saudi Arabian Rights

Wednesday, March 21, 2018
• Serial Bomber Secrets
• Roseanne Returns
• Mr. Rogers Doc

Thursday, March 22, 2018
• Sacramento Police Shooting
• Frozen on Broadway
• Lil Weatherman

Friday, March 23, 2018
• Gone Girl
• Puerto Rico Rising
• Diabetes Dog

Monday, March 26, 2018
• Stormy Aftermath
• Inside March for Our Lives
• Heather Vincent Holley

Tuesday, March 27, 2018
• A Nightline Special Edition:  Crisis in Yemen

Wednesday, March 28, 2018
• Waterslide Death
• Jersey Shore Reunion
• Roseanne Ratings

Thursday, March 29, 2018
• Sacramento Shooting
• Motivational Mogul
• Malala

Friday, March 30, 2018
• Young Football Recruits
• Fiona the Hippo
• Sister Jean


