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Programs containing most significant treatment of community issues:

WZVN regularly broadcasts substantive news reports that address the community 
issues facing Southwest Florida, which includes Lee, Collier, Charlotte, Hendry, Glades 
and DeSoto counties.  WZVN broadcasts 31 hours of local news programming per week 
in addition to the local public affairs program that runs on Sunday mornings for 30 
minutes.  WZVN also broadcasts breaking news coverage as events warrant.

Weekdays: 4:30am-7am   9am-10am   6pm-6:30pm   7pm-7:30pm   11pm-11:35pm

Saturday: 6am-8am   6:30pm-7pm   11pm-11:30pm

Sunday: 6am-8am   6:30pm-7pm   11pm-11:30pm

WZVN broadcasts national news and talk programs that address the community issues:

Weekdays:    
ABC Network News   2:30am-4:30am (Sun-Thurs)    7am-9am          6:30pm-7pm
The View   11am-12pm
GMA 3   1pm-2pm
ABC Nightline   11:35pm-12:04am/12:06am-12:35am/12:35am-1:05am/1:07am-
              1:36am
20/20   9pm-11pm (Fridays only)

Saturday:
ABC Network News   8am-10am
World News   6pm-6:30pm

Sunday:
ABC Network News   8am-9am



This Week 9am-10am
World News 6pm-6:30pm

Regularly Broadcast Segments in Daily Newscasts:

“Techbytes”: Monday – Friday 5AM
ABC News provides a daily compilation of the top technology stories making headlines.  
It includes consumer oriented stories, information on latest technology breakthroughs 
and apps as well as ways for families to use technology easier.  
Run time is approximately 1:30 min. each morning.

“GMA First Look”: Monday - Friday 6AM
ABC News provides a daily compilation of the top stories coming up on Good Morning 
America.  
Run time is about 1:30- 2:00 minutes each morning.

Station Initiatives/Community Projects:

ABC7 Flu Shot Day: Thursday, September 17, 2020
WZVN teamed up with Walgreens again this year to make sure people who want flu 
shots can get them conveniently and at no cost to them. Station anchors and reporters 
broadcast from the Walgreens at College Pkwy and Cleveland Ave. providing 19 news 
updates from 7:30AM - 5:17PM in addition to live reports during regularly scheduled 
newscasts.  They explained how residents can get flu shots and the value of the 
immunization in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic. Pharmacists said one of the most 
frequently asked questions was, “Can a flu shot protect you against COVID-19?”  They 
explained it can’t as the flu and COVID19 are two different viruses. If and when a 
COVID-19 vaccine becomes available, Walgreens said they’re also looking to have a 
designated day for shots similar to this event. 4,059 vaccines were administered during 
this event, a record for the area. Walgreens management thanked WZVN saying 
customers showed up just to meet the ABC7 news team and were grateful for what 
ABC7 is doing to help the community. If viewers missed this opportunity to get a flu 
shot, WZVN and Walgreens are teaming up for another flu shot day Oct.16.

ABC7 Donates Weather Desk to Local School:

Diplomat Middle School is now sporting ABC7’s weather desk in one of its classrooms.  
As ABC7 prepares for a studio renovation, the station donated some of the materials 



from the old studio. The Cape Coral school is using the desk to support its education 
programs and encourage students to explore a career in journalism.  This donation 
supports the station’s initiatives to expose students at an early age to careers available 
in broadcasting.  

Public Service Announcements:

AS1419 Nature (connected) :15 – 29 times
Studies show that when kids spend time outdoors, they become healthier, have lower 
stress levels and develop stronger immune systems. They also become more creative, 
and have greater respect for themselves, other people, and the environment. This 
campaign encourages parents and caregivers to reconnect with their family and nature 
by experiencing it firsthand. Immersive and restorative experiences are available in 
urban parks, green spaces, and preserves. Through exploration of local forests and 
parks, kids can build a lifelong connection to nature.

AS1094 Florida Rep Final : 30 – 91 times
Florida Rep’s Education Department is dedicated to enriching the lives of our young 
people and families throughout Southwest Florida with exceptional theatre experiences; 
Nurturing an appreciation for theatre in our students, audience, and community; 
Educating and engaging young people, new artists, and adults with the high standards 
of performing arts training including classes, internships, and volunteer opportunities; 
advocating for the arts and making them accessible to all; creating lasting relationships 
with community partners and artists; investing new efforts to expand and improve upon 
existing programming; inspiring greatness in a future generation of artists and art 
patrons.

AS1452 Paralyzed Veterans of America (Never Back Down) :30 – 288 times
Since 1946, Paralyzed Veterans of America has been on a mission to change lives and 
build brighter futures for our seriously injured heroes. They have a single-minded 
mission—to empower brave men and women to regain what they fought for: their 
freedom and independence.  

AS1453 American Cancer Society (Career Day) :30 – 182 times
The American Cancer Society is on a mission to free the world from cancer. It funds and 
conducts research, sharing expert information, supporting patients, and spreading the 
word about prevention.



AS1455 USMC Quality Citizens :30 – 245 times
The Marine Corps defends the people of the United States at home and abroad. To do 
that, they develop Marines to win our Nation’s battles and return as quality citizens.  

AS1456 USMC Why We Fight :30 – 240 times
Marines fight for our Nation, our communities, and the Marines to our left and right. 
They also fight for the purpose that guides them, the sense of belonging that bonds 
them, and our Nation’s ideals that drive them. Marines are determined to face every 
obstacle with the honor, courage, and commitment to win, not only convincingly—but 
ethically.  

AS1457 USMC For Us All :30 – 240 items
The Marine Corps defends the people of the United States at home and abroad. Within 
every Marine is the willingness to engage and determination to defeat any adversary, 
and it is this fighting spirit that allows them to fight and win our Nation’s battles. To those 
seeking to fight alongside men and women for a common cause worthy of their service, 
the Marine Corps offers the opportunity to pursue and earn victory for our Nation, our 
communities and our Corps.  

AS1458 World Wildlife Fund (Wildlife Crime) :30 – 248 times
Awareness campaign against wildlife crime. The organization protects 80 threatened 
and endangered species through anti-poaching efforts and creation of conservancies 
and research across the globe.  

AS1459 Stop Wildlife Crime-Rhino :30 – 245 times
African and Asian countries are reeling under a poaching crisis. Ruthless criminal 
networks are plundering the wild to supply skyrocketing demand for rhino horn, illegal 
ivory and tiger parts. WWF supporters know that wildlife crime is the most immediate 
threat to wild elephants, tigers and rhinos.   

AS1460 CCFA Taking Steps :30 – 250 times
Take Steps is more than just a walk. It is a community that brings together patients, 
caregivers, and friends in a celebration that will leave them feeling empowered and 
inspired. When people fundraise through Take Steps, they are directly impacting 
treatment, research, and quality of life programs for patients with inflammatory bowel 
disease (IBD).

AS1461 CDC Youth E-Cigs :30 – 245 times
The use of e-cigarettes is unsafe for kids, teens, and young adults. Most e-cigarettes 
contain nicotine. Nicotine is highly addictive and can harm adolescent brain 



development, which continues into the early to mid-20s. E-cigarettes can contain other 
harmful substances besides nicotine. Young people who use e-cigarettes may be more 
likely to smoke cigarettes in the future. 
 
AS1467 Foster Care (Suitcase) :30 – 224 times
Every day, 700 children enter America’s foster care system. From there, the path to 
landing a stable home situation is rocky at best, especially for older children. Though 
there are currently more than 400,000 children awaiting foster care, their stories are 
typically shrouded in silence. Among the scores of national issues that we allow to take 
center stage, the subject of a crowded, impersonal foster care system does not get as 
much of our attention as it should. 
 
AS1486 Florida Rep Generic :30 – 256 times
Florida Rep’s Education Department is dedicated to enriching the lives of our young 
people and families throughout Southwest Florida with exceptional theatre experiences; 
Nurturing an appreciation for theatre in our students, audience, and community; 
Educating and engaging young people, new artists, and adults with the high standards 
of performing arts training including classes, internships, and volunteer opportunities; 
advocating for the arts and making them accessible to all; creating lasting relationships 
with community partners and artists; investing new efforts to expand and improve upon 
existing programming; inspiring greatness in a future generation of artists and art 
patrons  

AS1507 Census 2020 Being Used – 180 times
This PSA explains how census data helps inform funding for things that impact our 
community.

AS1508 What is the 2020 Census – 186 times
This PSA explains what the 2020 Census is, how its data is used and secured, how it 
affects representation, and how to take it. 
 
AS1525 AS Together (Autism Speaks Walk) :30 – 23 times
Autism Speaks Walk is the world’s largest autism fundraising event dedicated to 
improving the lives of people with autism. Powered by the love of people with autism 
and the parents, grandparents, siblings, friends, relatives and providers who support 
them, the funds raised help ensure people of all abilities have access to the tools 
needed to lead ‘their best lives.’ These 2 PSAs help viewers find an Autism Speaks 
Walk near them.  



AS1524 AS Together (Autism Speaks Walk) 1:00- 4 times
Autism Speaks Walk is the world’s largest autism fundraising event dedicated to 
improving the lives of people with autism. Powered by the love of people with autism 
and the parents, grandparents, siblings, friends, relatives and providers who support 
them, the funds raised help ensure people of all abilities have access to the tools 
needed to lead ‘their best lives.’ These 2 PSAs help viewers find an Autism Speaks 
Walk near them.

Issues:

Weather and Environment 
Third quarter witnessed repeated threats of major storms and hurricanes. The 2020 
hurricane season has been one for the record books. With activity expected to continue 
to the very end of season.  Hurricane season runs from June 1st until the end of 
November.  We’ve exhausted the primary list of names selected by the World 
Meteorological Organization now moving into the Greek Alphabet.  Parts of Southwest 
Florida were impacted by Hurricane Sally and a few other tropical depressions.  No 
major damage or injuries were caused by these storms, but rain continued to be a big 
factor this quarter.  The increased rain added more runoff into our canals.  Three Cape 
Coral canals had high levels of Blue-Green Algae which can kill marine life.  Cape Coral 
is working with the DEP to mitigate the spread of the bloom and it is starting to improve 
for the viewers and homeowners who live around the canals.  

Coronavirus Shutdowns 
While shutdowns caused by the virus weren’t a major concern this quarter, businesses 
and public places weren’t fully open at the beginning of the quarter.  At the start of July, 
Florida hit its peak of active COVID cases.  Florida’s Governor Ron Desantis issued an 
executive order shutting down all bars and nightclubs for a second time.  Coronavirus 
cases were climbing and hitting record highs daily.  Florida reported more than 15,000 
cases within a single day.  Bar owners were forced to come up with creative ways to 
keep their employees on the payroll and keep their business afloat.  Many breweries 
were also affected by the shutdown and forced to pay for a food license, cooking 
equipment or pay for a food truck to be on property just to stay open.  The additional 
wave of layoffs and furloughs in the food and beverage industry led to greater demand 
for food and rent assistance.  By the end of this quarter, bars and nightclubs were able 
to reopen when daily cases dropped below 3,000 and positive rates dropped below 5% 
for more than a month.  



Coronavirus Health & Hospitals
This quarter Florida experienced its peak and most overwhelming moment for hospital 
capacity and keeping up with the spread of the virus.  At Florida’s worst, the state health 
department reported more than 15,000 positive cases of coronavirus in a single day.  
The Health Department was documenting nearly 100,000 tests a day across the state 
for more than two weeks.  The demand for coronavirus tests was high as cases grew 
and the spread of the virus shut down businesses and restaurants at a quick pace.  As 
a result, Lee Health, Lee County’s largest health provider, launched its surge plan 
cutting some elective surgeries so that staff could take care of COVID-19 patients.  Lee 
Health and Naples Community Hospital had to increase capacity temporarily and bring 
in more medical professionals to help staff the increased occupancy. Governor 
DeSantis, the Florida Department of Health and the Division of Emergency 
Management (FDEM) also decided to cut ties with Quest Diagnostics for not reporting 
COVID-19 results in a timely manner and failing to follow Florida law.  According to the 
FDEM, Quest Diagnostics failed to report nearly 75,000 results dating back to April. By 
the end of the quarter the demand for COVID tests dropped, more people were wearing 
masks and social distancing helped to cut the spread of the virus.  By the end of the 
quarter, hospital capacity was at a much more manageable level and more elective 
surgeries were slowly phased back in. 

Reopening Florida 
The number one concern reopening Florida centered on schools.  WZVN 
communicated with all six school districts on a weekly basis as the start of the school 
year inched closer.  Ultimately, Lee, Collier and Charlotte County School Districts 
decided to push their start dates back to Aug. 31st.  Fall sports were put on hold for a 
few weeks to help staff and students get ready for the school year.  All six school 
districts offered in-person learning along with a variety of online learning.  We worked 
heavily with all districts to give viewers and our community a look inside schools and 
tried to provide transparency to inform our community on how the districts would handle 
outbreaks, learning concerns and if parents wanted to transition into a new style of 
learning.  Lee and Collier County districts both held press conferences describing what 
this new school year would look like to prevent the spread of COVID-19 and keep our 
students safe.  

Coronavirus Tourism & Local Economy
This quarter the tourism industry in Florida was slowly brought back to life.  Initially, the 
reopening was curtailed when Florida cases skyrocketed and overwhelmed hospitals for  
the month of July.  As shutdowns put more people out of work, it helped slow the spread 
of the virus, allowing the state to enter Phase 3 of reopening by the end of the third 
quarter.  Florida witnessed the consequences of the second round of shutdowns with 



increased demand for food at local distribution sites; and, also in odd ways, the Federal 
Reserve saw a significant decline of coins in circulation because people were not 
spending them at businesses, many of which either temporarily closed or not accepting 
cash. It led to a coin shortage across the U.S. and in places in Southwest Florida.  

Unemployment Problems
At the beginning of each quarter, the unemployment system in Florida has been 
overwhelmed.  Floridians seeking benefits have to reapply, proving they are still 
unemployed and show what they are doing to secure work. Gov. Ron DeSantis worked 
to apply and get accepted to participate in a federal unemployment assistance program 
so people currently receiving at least $100 in benefits could be eligible for another $300 
a week.  That gave Floridians relief while Congress continued a fight around a second 
stimulus.  State Representative Dane Eagle was appointed to head Florida’s 
Department of Economic Opportunity.  The Cape Coral politician recently lost the 
Republican primary for the District 19 Congressional seat to Byron Donalds.  Ken 
Lawson who previously held the position at the DEO announced his resignation.  
Lawson was sidelined by the Governor after the unemployment system failed this 
spring. The DEO has been harshly criticized for several months after thousands of 
unemployed workers waited weeks to receive money from the state after losing their 
jobs to COVID-19.

Positively Southwest Florida & Bright-Side Blocks
Every weekday in the 6pm and 7pm newscasts, WZVN highlights the good things 
happening in Southwest Florida and around the world.  We report a variety of stories 
that showcase how people in our community are helping others and giving back to 
develop our community, our people and our paradise.  Some of the stories broadcast 
this quarter focused on how residents can help those struggling to afford groceries, pay 
bills or cover rent because of the pandemic.  More than 150 kids joined their foster 
families and guardians in a drive through style line to pick up some great back to school 
goodies thanks to the Guardian Ad Litem Foundation and the Lee County Sheriff’s 
Office.   United Way accepted scholarship applications to help parents struggling to 
afford healthcare amid the pandemic.  The United Way wants people to know it’s 
partnered with dozens and dozens of daycares across Lee County to provide access to 
free child care. As ABC7 transitions into a new studio, the station donated some of its 
materials from its old studio.  Diplomat Middle School in Cape Coral is now using the 
ABC7 weather desk in one of their classrooms to encourage interest in broadcasting 
careers.

 



The following brief entries outline a sampling of coverage provided by WZVN during this 
quarter.  This is meant to be a sampling only and not an exhaustive list of the coverage 
of the previously cited community issues.

Weather & Environment

Date/Time:  July 14th, 7pm, 11pm, 6am, 9am
Duration:  5:00
Title: New Storm Warning System
Description:  The National Weather Service is considering changes to the ways it 
analyzes severe weather.  The National Weather Service is considering a new impact-
based warning system in an effort to better keep your family safe.  Our local 
meteorologists talked to a Warning Coordination Meteorologist at the National Weather 
Service in Miami.  Right now a severe thunderstorm warning means, winds are 58mph 
or greater-- hail at least one inch in diameter, and there is a threat for a tornado.  The 
proposal for the new classifications-- would add "considerable" or "destructive" damage 
to it. Considerable threat would produce damage that could endanger life or property 
with winds 70 mph and or golf ball sized hail.  And destructive includes 80mph along 
with baseball sized hail. Safety is the number one goal for this new proposal, letting you 
know the specific hazard you could face.  Regardless of the severity or ranking of a 
thunderstorm, our meteorologists say every single one should be taken seriously. 

Date/Time: July 30th, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 9:00
Title: Isaias Forms
Description: Bands of heavy rain from T.S. Isaias lashed Florida's east coast this week 
while officials dealing with surging cases of the coronavirus kept a close watch on the 
weakened tropical storm.  Isaias was downgraded from a hurricane to a tropical storm, 
but was still threatening to bring heavy rain and flooding as it crawled just off Florida's 
Atlantic coast.  The storm also slowed down considerably as it came up the Florida 
coast.  Authorities closed beaches, parks and virus testing sites, lashing signs to palm 
trees so they wouldn't blow away. Governor Ron DeSantis said the state is anticipating 
power outages and asked residents to have a week's supply of water, food and 
medicine on hand. A small area of Southwest Florida was impacted by the hurricane 
alerts.  Parts of Hendry County, specifically Lake Okeechobee, were being watched as 
the Tropical Storm approached.

Date/Time: Aug. 21st, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm
Duration: 7:00
Title: Tropical Storm Laura



Description:  The strength and direction of Tropical Storm Laura was continuously 
changing.  Shoppers at the Home Depot in Punta Gorda on Friday said they’re not too 
concerned. Most shoppers said they weren’t stocking up on hurricane-prep supplies.
No matter the strength of the storm, Charlotte County Emergency Management said it is 
important to keep an eye on the cone of concern. They also said you should always be 
prepared.  Hurricane Laura made landfall in southwest Louisiana as an "extremely 
dangerous" Category 4 storm.  Hundreds of thousands of homes and businesses lost 
power in Louisiana and Texas. Some of those communities could be without power for 
weeks.  

Date/Time: Aug. 24th, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 6am, 9am
Duration: 9:00
Title: Chiquita Lock 
Description:  Boaters in Cape Coral know the frustration of having to wait behind the 
Chiquita lock to get into the Gulf. On Monday, city leaders will once again discuss 
removing the lock, but environmentalists say no way.  During the summer, getting 
through the lock may be easy, but the Chiquita lock is anything but that during season. 
Boat backups cause the area to get jammed up, leaving people frustrated.  On Monday, 
the city is yet again taking steps to get the piece of equipment out of there.  City leaders 
will be talking about securing the law firm who will work with the federal Department of 
Environmental Protection to issue a permit to get the lock removed.  Cape Coral Mayor 
Joe Coviello said he is for the lock removal, but environmentalists say removing the lock 
will harm the mangroves and the water quality.  Boaters who use the lock frequently 
spoke about the pros and cons of having it there or removing it.

Date/Time: Aug. 26th, 7pm, 11pm, 6am, 9am
Duration: 8:00
Title: Cape Coral Algae
Description:  People who live along the Makai Canal said it’s been green for weeks.
The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) tested the algae and found 
cyanobacteria present, meaning the waters are toxic. Right now, the source of the algae 
bloom is unknown, but the city is working to slow the spread. Residents say they can’t 
open doors at all because it smells really bad, like rotten eggs.  The waters of the Makai 
Canal, are bright green.  It’s also not usually filled with toxic cyanobacteria. The DEP 
tested the water and found microcystin bacteria in it.  The city is working to mitigate the 
spread of the algae but they need help to do so.

Date/Time: Aug. 28th, 7pm, 11pm, 6am, 9am
Duration: 9:00
Title:  Rattlesnake Season
Description:  The first baby Eastern Diamondback Rattlesnakes of the season have 



been spotted in Southwest Florida. We talked to FGCU instructors and researchers who 
say the snakes are starting to give birth and it’ll run for the next five or six weeks.  
Experts say right now, “you’re definitely more likely to come across little babies.”  
According to their studies, each mother rattlesnake produces five to six babies.  Eastern 
Diamondbacks a bit farther north, in states like Georgia, hibernate in the winter. Those 
that live here don’t have to thanks to the warmer climate year-round.  In addition to this 
research, they are also working to educate the public.  Rattlesnakes are typically 
demonized.

Date/Time: Sept. 8, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 6:00
Title:  Record-breaking Atlantic Hurricane Season
Description:  The peak of the Atlantic Hurricane season is from mid-August to late-
October, which means the height of activity is typically seen now.  We have already 
seen 20 Atlantic hurricanes so far this year and are about to exhaust the 2020 Atlantic 
hurricane name list.  The lists consist of 21 names that are then assigned to the storms 
when they form.  The 2020 Atlantic Hurricane Season has been one for the record 
books.  This year experts were predicting 25 major storms.  This week we talked to local 
experts about climate change and warmer temperatures in the Gulf that could be 
maximizing conditions that generate more storms.  

Date/Time: Sept. 14, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 6:00
Title: Sally Tropical Storm
Description:  Homeowners and businesses along the soggy Gulf Coast began cleaning 
up in the wake of Hurricane Sally as parts of Florida braced for a delayed, second round 
of flooding from rivers and creeks swollen by the storm's heavy rains.  In hard-hit 
Pensacola and surrounding Escambia County, where Sally's floodwaters surged 
through downtown streets and lapped at car door handles before receding, authorities 
went door-to-door to check on residents and warn them the danger wasn't over.  At 
least 400 people in Escambia County were rescued by high-water vehicles, boats and 
jet skis.  Parts of Southwest Florida were put on flood watch and warnings for a few 
days as Sally’s rain bands hit our coast. 

Coronavirus Shutdowns
Date/Time: July 1, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am
Duration: 7:00
Title: Fort Myers Beach Masks
Description:  Ahead of the 4th of July holiday weekend, Fort Myers Beach town leaders 
issued a mask mandate for those in public not able to be socially distant.  Town leaders 



were worried about the climbing coronavirus cases and issued a mask requirement.  
There were discussions about closing the beaches again, but many of the town leaders 
felt it important to still keep some kind of outdoor activity open for the public.  Lee 
County beaches also stayed open.  Fort Myers Beach agreed to have town code 
enforcement officers issue mask warnings if someone did not wear a mask.  The fine for 
not wearing a mask on Fort Myers Beach was $50 dollars.  Lee County Commissioners 
were asking people to wear masks where people could not social distance.  The county 
did increase deputy and ranger patrols on the beach to make sure crowds don’t get too 
large.  

Date/Time: July 1, 11pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 6:00
Title: Lee County Graduation Canceled
Description:  Lee County seniors will not walk across the stage this year.  The Lee 
County School District canceled in-person graduation just two days after announcing 
the in-person plan.  The idea was to have the ceremonies at Hertz Arena later in July.  
Now with the rising number of coronavirus cases, the district thought it would be better 
not to hold in-person ceremonies. School officials instead held drive-through 
graduations at each high school to honor seniors.  To help celebrate the 
accomplishments of the students, WZVN showcased graduating seniors with their 
picture, name and school in newscasts.

Date/Time: Sept. 10, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 6am, 9am
Duration: 7:00
Title: CDC Stops Renter Evictions
Description:  The Trump administration has stopped evictions of certain renters though 
the end of 2020.  Federal, state and local governments have approved eviction 
moratoriums for many renters during the pandemic.  .A recent report from one think 
tank, the Aspen Institute, showed that more than 20 million renters live in households 
that have suffered COVID-19-related job loss and concluded that millions more are at 
risk of eviction in the next several months. Renters covered through the executive order 
must meet four criteria.  

Date/Time: Sept. 11, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am
Title: Cape Rental Assistance
Description:  City officials in Cape Coral have partnered with Habitat for Humanity of 
Lee and Hendry Counties to offer rent and mortgage assistance.  In the first four days of 
applications being available, 120 people were approved for assistance.  Some people 
have been denied or put on hold for several reasons. Some applicants are not writing 
clearly, others didn’t export as an appropriate PDF and some asked for different 



assistance. This assistance is for rent and mortgage payments and only for people who 
have been impacted by the coronavirus.

Coronavirus Health & Hospitals

Date/Time:  July 2nd, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm
Duration: 6:00
Title: Cape Coral Masks
Description:  For nearly a week, Cape Coral city leaders debated about issuing a mask 
mandate within city limits.  When the city council first suggested a mask mandate, 
hundreds of people showed up at the city council’s meeting.  Dozens spoke for hours 
during the public comment of the meeting for and against the mask mandate.  City 
council members argued with the rising number of coronavirus cases and the holiday 
weekend approaching some thought a mask mandate in public was necessary.  After 
hours of listening to people speak for and against the mandate, city council voted to 
postpone the vote for a mask requirement.  The postponement resulted in a holiday 
weekend free of any kind of mask mandate.  

Date/Time: July 2nd, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 7:00
Title: ICU Worries
Description:  Florida is hitting an almost daily record as coronavirus continues to climb.  
This week in Florida, daily cases were averaging more than 10,000 covid-19 cases by 
the day.  Lee Health is Lee County’s largest health provider.  Ahead of the holiday 
weekend, many health leaders were worried about beds and space filling up.  During 
this week of July, beds were about 85% full within their hospitals.  The capacity was 
creeping closer to full within our local hospitals.  Because of the capacity concerns we 
talked with Lee Health officials about a covid-19 surge plan.  The main goal for hospital 
leaders was freeing up space in the intensive care units.  Hospitals within Lee Health 
started freeing hospitals rooms to be transformed into ICU beds.  Lee Health officials 
say the best way to slow the spread of the virus in our area is to wear a mask and social 
distance.

Date/Time: July 6th, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 9:00
Title: Record Breaking Cases 
Description:  Florida added another 6,300+ covid cases in the state.  Florida continues 
to break daily records of positive covid-19 cases.  On this day our station learned more 
about the first local child who passed away from covid-19 related issues in our viewing 



area.  17-year-old Carsyn Davis died at the end of June.  According to the medical 
examiners report, Davis had attended a church function with more than 100 kids just 
days before she got sick. The report also shows Carsyn was not wearing a mask and 
not socially distancing.  From June 10th to June 15th, Carsyn’s mother, a nurse and her 
stepfather, a physician’s assistant, cared for her at home.  As the child continued to get 
worse, her mother took her to a local hospital then transferred to a children’s hospital in 
Miami where she later died.  Many parents and viewers reached out concerned about 
these church events dozens of kids are attending.  Under the Governor’s executive 
order churches are considered an essential service, so the entities are allowed to be 
open.  

Date/Time: July 8th, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 6am, 9am
Duration: 6:00
Title: Contact Tracing Explainer
Description:  A Lee County commissioner, Brian Hamman tested positive for the 
coronavirus.  He talked to us over zoom talking about how he feels, how his family is 
doing during the 14-day quarantine.  He also walked us through how the Health 
Department is developing the contact tracing.  Once it’s confirmed someone has the 
virus, you try to get in touch with anyone you had contact with.  Starting two days before 
your symptoms started.  The idea is to get those people tested and isolated, hopefully 
limit the spread.  But the process heavily depends on the patient’s memory and 
cooperation.  Our crews talked to the Lee County Health Department and told us it has 
70 people working on contact tracing.  But with coronavirus cases climbing in our area 
people are questioning if the number of contact tracers can keep up with the fast spread 
of the virus.  

Date/Time: July 10, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 8:00
Title:  Contact Tracing Issue
Description:  Doctors in Charlotte County are urging people to continue to go to the 
hospital if you are sick or for an emergency.  Doctors are concerned that patients who 
need medical attention are staying away because of the coronavirus.  Many precautions 
are in place at Fawcett Memorial Hospital to mitigate the spread. Aside from mandating 
masks and limiting visitors, they also provide a questionnaire to anyone who walks 
through their doors.  The Charlotte County Health Department is also giving us an 
inside look at how contact tracing works.  Our crews got an inside look at how the 
process works and why contact tracing is vital to slow the spread of the virus.  

Date/Time: July 13th, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 6am, 9am
Duration: 10:00



Title: Record Covid Cases
Description:  Florida shattered the national record Sunday for the largest single-day 
increase in positive coronavirus cases in any state since the beginning of the pandemic, 
adding more than 15,000 cases as its daily average death toll continued to also rise.  
According to state Department of Health statistics, 15,299 people tested positive, for a 
total of 269,811 cases, and 45 deaths were recorded.  California had the previous 
record of daily positive cases - 11,694, set on Wednesday. New York had 11,571 on 
April 15.  The numbers come at the end of a grim, record-breaking week as Florida 
reported 514 fatalities - an average of 73 per day.  We talked to local hospitals both at 
Lee Health and NCH about climbing cases and also climbing covid patients in the 
hospital.  Both major health providers were expanding ICU units.  This was Florida’s 
peak week during the pandemic.  Our local hospitals were starting to fill up, and many 
had to get emergency support from the state to get more nurses and doctors to staff 
beds and care for covid patients.   

Date/Time: July 14th, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 10:00
Title: Record Covid Deaths
Description: Florida Department of Health reported another record number of 
coronavirus deaths. The state reported 133 covid-19 related deaths.  Although that 
doesn’t necessarily mean all those people died yesterday it's still the highest number of 
deaths reported within a 24-hour period.  Naples Community Hospital says it is starting 
to implement the surge plan within its hospitals.  NCH is also hoping to hire more staff 
as it expands beds inside its own hospitals.  Since the beginning of the pandemic the 
hospital system added another 30 staff members as more were asked to rejoin the force 
and help during the pandemic.  

Date/Time: July 23rd, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am
Duration: 7:00
Title: Lee Health Staff
Description:   Lee Health has dropped below 300 covid-19 patients for the first time in 
weeks.  Lee county’s largest health provider has 296 covid-19 patients.  Lee Health also 
mentioned the demand for testing is still high which means it has to outsource 
commercial labs.  It’s causing some people in the community to wait 10 to 14 days to 
get results. The demand in Southwest Florida for covid-19 test skyrocketed in the month 
of July while positive cases grew quickly.  Lee Health also wants to help with staffing.  
At this point in the pandemic it had bed space, but didn’t have enough specialized staff 
to care for patients.  In April, Lee Health started two voluntary leave programs when the 
hospitals saw a drastic drop in hospitalizations.  It was trying to cut costs but now nearly 



three months later it doesn’t have enough people.  At this moment the pandemic volume 
was higher and staffed bed capacity was almost maxed out daily.

Date/Time: July 27th, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 6:00
Title:  Overtesting Covid Patients
Description:  At testing locations like CenturyLink Sports Complex in For. Myers, anyone 
can get tested for COVID-19 as many times as you’d like.  But according to the CDC, 
getting retested may not be necessary.  ABC7 talked to local doctors about why 
retesting because you are curious isn’t advisable.  We talked to local leaders with 
Millennium Physician Group.  Instead of immediately seeking out a testing location and 
getting retested, local doctors say anyone who tested positive for COVID-19 should 
consult their primary care physician first.  Second or even third tests for one individual 
person can drain resources for those who really need it. Plus, more tests being done 
means a longer wait for results for others who need to be tested. 

Date/Time: August 4th, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 7:00
Title: Firefighter Dies
Description:  Fallen Naples firefighter, Anthony “Tony” Christensen is the first local first 
responder to die of covid-19.  Tony died on August 4th after battling COVID-19 for over 
30 days. Tony served the citizens and visitors of Naples for over 22 years.  Friends, 
family, and fire departments from all over the region, will follow and honor the firefighter 
in a procession from Fort Myers to Naples.  The fire chief says Christensen was on duty 
when he got the virus.  He was responding to a call.  The chief says a few other people 
on his shift also tested positive, but no one got it as bad as Tony. 

Date/Time: August 11th, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 8:00
Title: Student Contact Tracing
Description:  When the state became desperate for help tracking COVID-19 in March, 
college students answered the call.  We talked to USF Masters of Public Health who 
has started recruiting medical students to answer the call.  We talked to students who 
jumped at the chance and spent six weeks working as a contact tracer for the Broward 
County Department of Health.  Students spent nine hours a day, six days a week calling 
five to 15 COVID positive people a day. He would ask questions about employment and 
medical history in an effort to locate other people they had been in contact with.  More 
than 200 other USF graduate students were stationed across the state to lend a helping 
hand in tracing the spread of the virus.  



Date/Time: Aug. 14th, 7pm, 11pm, 6am
Duration: 4:00
Title: Herd Immunity
Description:  We know COVID-19 is primarily spread through person to person contact. 
If a person becomes immune, they do not spread the virus. Eventually, when enough 
people become immune, the spread will stop. That theory is called ‘herd immunity’.
So, how does a person achieve immunity? ABC-7 sat down with Dr. David Lindner, the 
Medical Director of Covid at NCH, to find out. Local doctors say you can reach immunity 
in different ways, you can be vaccinated and the second possibility is you have the 
disease and you have natural immunity.  With no vaccine on the market yet, the only 
way a person can become immune is by contracting the virus — and fighting it off.  Dr. 
Lindner said vaccination is the better option, as well as the next issue our society will 
face.

Date/Time: Sept. 1, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm
Duration: 6:00
Title: Quest Diagnostics
Description:  At the direction of Governor DeSantis, the Florida Department of Health 
and the Division of Emergency Management (FDEM) is cutting ties with Quest 
Diagnostics for not reporting COVID-19 results in a timely manner and failing to follow 
Florida law.  According to the FDEM, Quest Diagnostics failed to report nearly 75,000 
results dating back to April. Quest’s failure to report nearly 75,000 results dating back to 
April means most of the data in today’s upload – while it will have historical significance 
– will have little impact on the status of the pandemic.  All individuals that tested positive 
were notified of their results, per Quest.  The state reported about 7,600 new cases of 
COVID-19; 4,000 of those cases were from Quest’s result data dump.

Date/Time: Sept. 9th, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 7:00
Title: Covid and Flu Season
Description:  Many experts are concerned about a second wave of COVID-19 in the fall, 
which could emerge during the start of flu season.  Getting your flu shot will help ease 
the pandemic, especially if it coincides with a flu outbreak, according to public health 
experts. Local doctors at Lee Health say getting your flu shot could also help our 
hospital capacity levels.  If another huge spike in coronavirus cases happen, and a large 
number of people in Southwest Florida need to be hospitalized it could overwhelm our 
hospitals again.  

Date/Time: Sept. 17th, 5am, 6am, 9am, 6pm, 7pm,11pm
Duration: 11:00
Title: Flu Shot Day

https://www.abcnews.com/coronavirus
https://abcnews.go.com/alerts/obamacare


Description:  ABC7 has partnered with Walgreens to make sure flu shots are available 
for free to all adults.  All you need to bring is your I-D and fill out a voucher if you don’t 
have insurance.  Health experts say now more than ever, people need to get their flu 
vaccines this flu season.  The main concern is overwhelming our hospitals.  If another 
coronavirus outbreak happens again, like during Florida’s peak season, our hospital 
space could fill quickly.  The other concern is making sure our hospitals have enough 
staff to keep people healthy and alive.  

Reopening Florida 

Date/Time: July 7th, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 10:00
Title: Schools Forced to Reopen this Fall
Description:  All local districts within our viewing area were all coming up with new plans 
on how to reopen schools in the fall safely.  School districts had been working on the 
reopening plans for months.  This comes after the state and federal governments 
ordered all schools to open for in-class instruction this fall.  Education Secretary Betsy 
Devos said all public schools across America must be fully operational this fall.  On this 
day Florida’s education commissioner said students must be allowed to attend class five 
days a week.  Which now has school districts scrambling to come up with in-person 
learning options for parents and guardians in Southwest Florida.  Previously the district 
was mulling over a plan where students in grades seven and up would split into two 
groups.  Each would only attend two days a week and have virtual classes the other 
three.  Now, with the executive order forcing schools to stay open five days a week, 
school districts need to reevaluate the fall plans.  

Date/Time: July 9th 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 10:00
Title: Lee County School District Reopen Plans
Description: The Lee County School District is announcing its plans to reopen schools 
this fall.  Students can go to class like normal, or they can learn from home in a virtual 
school or parents can home-school them as well.  The school district plans to reopen 
schools by August 10th.  If students plan to go back to in-person classes, students of all 
ages will be required to wear masks during classes.  Students will also be required to 
wear masks on the bus, in class transitions and in areas where social distancing is not 
possible.  If a child has respiratory issues or the district will work with them directly.  And 
if you don’t want to send your child back to the school in person, you can choose three 
other options.  The Lee Home Connect Program, where your child is paired with a 
teacher from their school.  The Lee Virtual school which is a full time virtual option, but a 
self-paced program. The final option is home-school with parents.  



Date/Time: July 20, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration:  8:00
Title:  Lee County School District superintendent asked the school board to back up the 
start of school.  The first day was set for August 10th and the superintendent says 
teachers and staff need more time to prepare and make changes for the fall classes.  
He is suggesting the school year start on August 31st to allow more time to iron out 
plans.  At the same time the State's Department of Education issued a clarification of 
the executive order on reopening schools.  The DEO saying the executive order does 
not prevent local districts from homing up with their own reopening plan.  It also clarified 
that students are not required to return to campus for in-person learning.  It is not 
implementing policies that endanger medically vulnerable students or teachers.  There 
are still two teachers unions suing the state, trying to prevent schools from reopening 
before they can truly say it is safe.  The Florida Education association says the suit 
doesn’t seek to overturn local reopening plans, just the statewide mandate.  

Date/Time: July 21st, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 8:00
Title: High School Sports
Description:  In July, the state’s High School Athletic Association first voted to move 
forward with all high school sports to start on time in the fall.  Despite a health and 
safety committee telling the high school association it wasn’t safe to play football or 
volleyball.  We talked to area athletic directors and coaches believing the board could 
have taken more time to review the Sports Medicine Advisory Committee 
recommendations.  Several parents that we talked to also believe sports should be 
temporarily suspended.  The board would meet in two weeks to revisit the topic to start 
sports practices on August 24th.  The state was still seeing an overwhelming amount of 
covid-19 cases with hospital capacity still high at hospitals across the state.  

Date/Time: July 24th, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration:  9:00
Title: FHSAA Fallout
Description:  Florida High School Athletic Association’s board of directors voted to 
postpone all high school fall sports in the state until Aug. 24 during its Thursday 
meeting.  This decision will allow for summer conditioning to take place for Florida 
student-athletes. It also allows the executive director to work with the sports medicine 
advisory committee to create recommendations it will present to the board between 
Aug. 10 to 17.  According to the FHSAA board’s decision, no high school sports teams 
would be able to practice or try out until Aug. 24.  The goal is to allow for another three 
weeks worth of data to be gathered for review before fall sports would begin.



Date/Time: August 6th, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 9am
Duration: 8:00
Title: Cleaning Classrooms
Description:  The Lee County School District tweeted several photos of cleaning crews 
scrubbing down classrooms and offices to prevent the spread of the COVID-19 
coronavirus.  They said crews are giving the schools a deep clean.  The district said it is 
doing everything possible to keep germs from spreading and students, faculty, and staff 
from getting sick.  Crews are also bringing cleaning companies dressed in suits and 
fogging the schools, classrooms and hallways.  ABC7 crews went into the schools with 
the district to show parents and the community what the districts are doing to keep 
students and kids safe from the spread of the coronavirus.  

Date/Time: Aug. 18th, 6pm,7pm, 11pm, 
Duration: 10:00
Title: Primary Coverage
Description:  The polls are open and people headed out on Primary day for the 2020 
Election.  Florida is a closed primary election state, only voters who are registered 
members of political parties may vote for their party candidate in this primary election.  
For the majority of races in the primary election, the winner will move on to the general 
election in November, when all registered voters can vote for their choice, no matter 
what party.  ABC7 offered live coverage of what was happening at the polls and had live 
coverage as primary results rolled in.  During the Primary Election, many voters have 
said they are noticing more negative campaign ads.  Nasty ads that attack a candidate’s 
opponent are nothing new.  We talked to the local Political Science Professor, Dr. 
Sandra Pavelka, with FGCU.  She says we’re seeing more ads than ever because not 
as many campaign events and rallies can be held with the pandemic.

Date/Time: Aug. 18th, 6pm, 7pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 8:00
Title: Byron Donalds Mass Text
Description:  A text blasted out to cell phones in Florida’s 19th Congressional District 
say Byron Donalds dropped out of the GOP primary. It was sent the morning of the 
Primary as people headed to the polls.  But Donalds was still running, and he’s pointing 
fingers at one opponent he believes to be behind the dirty trick.  Donalds still went on to 
win the Republican seat.  He eventually requested an FBI investigation into the fake text 
messages sent out on election day to voters.  The campaign said it has collected 
evidence on the matter and will be turning it over to the FBI.



Date/Time: Aug. 20th, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 6am, 9am
Duration: 10:00
Title: Sit down with the Superintendent
Description:  After seeing viewer questions on Facebook, ABC7 brought them to Dr. 
Greg Adkins, the superintendent for Lee County Schools, to get you answers.  The 
superintendent told our viewers the plan on what would happen if a school was infected 
with the virus.  He said it comes down to a percentage. If 5 percent of the students in a 
classroom get sick, that classroom will close. If 5 percent of the student population in a 
school gets sick, the school may close. He said the district is in communication with the 
DOH on a daily basis.  The district is encouraging parents to stick with whatever model 
they choose for a nine-week period of time.  If you’re at Lee Virtual school, then it is 
encouraging people to stay the entire semester.  

Date/Time: Aug. 27th, 7pm, 11pm, 6am, 9am
Duration: 6:00
Title: Lee County Toll Workers
Description:  Toll booths in Lee County remain cashless, leaving many to wonder if 
workers will ever return to their posts.  Many residents say no one stopping to hand over 
cash at the tolls is cutting down the congestion and back ups at Lee County bridges.  
The tolls are now cashless because of the pandemic.  Lee Way now sending bills in the 
mail.  Drivers have been billed by having their license plate scanned since March. The 
goal was to keep workers safe from COVID-19. The county is waiving the administrative 
service fee.  FGCU economist says from a cost benefit analysis, it makes sense to keep 
things cashless.

Date/Time: Aug. 28th, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm
Duration: 8:00
Title: Collier County Sports
Description:  Fans will not be allowed to watch fall sports in person, Collier County 
Public Schools announced Thursday.  Instead, CCPS will stream football and volleyball 
games for family, students and community members to watch in real time. Only 
essential personnel will be permitted at practice or competition per the Collier County 
Department of Health.  There have been several other modifications to the fall sports 
season. CCPS will only play Lee and Collier County teams during the fall season.  
Coaches and training staff must wear masks at all times, and athletes must wear masks 
and stay 6 feet apart when not actively participating. Locker rooms will only be used for 
football and all locker room space will be maximized with staggered usage.

Date/Time: Aug. 31st, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 10:00



Title: Lee, Charlotte and Collier Back to School
Description:  With school starting Monday, thousands of students are getting ready to 
head back to the classroom, either in-person or online.  Collier, Lee and Charlotte 
County School Districts headed back to school.  Some parents said even with the 
coronavirus, the first day of school is still exciting.  However, for parents who have 
children enrolled in online learning, it can be daunting.  To help parents through the 
process, she created a Facebook group called A Forum For Successful Distance 
Learning. She said the page is to help parents talk about their struggles and gives tips 
on how to overcome them.

Date/Time: Sept. 29, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 9am
Duration: 8:00
Title: Phase 3: Bars and Restaurants open
Description: Many restaurant and bar owners say they’re not ready to allow full seating 
capacity and will continue to social distance despite Governor Ron Desantis give the 
green light to move on with Phase 3. Bars and Restaurants can now open at full 
capacity. Any fines or fee issued to someone for not wearing a mask will be waived for 
the state making it harder for businesses still enforcing mask mandates.  Business 
owners will continue to give customers the option to do take-out, curbside, or order 
online. Business owners believe that with lower capacity limits, and safety still a top 
priority they’ll have a better chance to stay open for the long haul. 

Coronavirus Tourism & Local Economy

Date/Time: July 7th, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 8:00
Title: Costco Mask Screamer
Description:  A viral video of a man screaming at another man for not wearing a mask, 
went viral.  The video, disturbing, showed a man screaming at another man after he 
asked him to put on a mask in a Costco.  The video making rounds gave people an 
insight into how people are reacting and not complying with so many stores requiring 
masks while in brick and mortar stores.  The incident happened at a Costco in Gulf 
Coast Town Center.  The man behind the video ended up getting fired from his job at 
Ted Todd Insurance in Estero.  While the video started to gain attention, many other 
stores and employers said the video gave a reality to what many employees had to deal 
with when aggressive and defensive people entered stores without masks, that had a 
mask requirement.  Many employees said it’s hard enough working during a pandemic 
and even harder trying to enforce new pandemic rules.  The same week, Punta Gorda 
and Fort Myers city council discussed a mask mandate in the city.  Punta Gorda’s 



passed, requiring a mask until the end of the third quarter of the year.  Fort Myers city 
council’s did not pass.

Date/Time: July 15th, 6pm, 11pm, 6am, 9am
Duration: 5:00
Title: Boat Sales Booming
Description:  Amid the coronavirus pandemic, boat sales began to decrease and many 
charter fishermen received calls canceling trips.  But once the state began reopening, it 
was a completely different story.  For the past month and a half, the marina in Fort 
Myers has averaged one to two boat sales per day. The owners say they are still 
coming into the store however, a lot of them are coming in and asking us about the next 
boat we’re getting and most of the time, they’re just buying the next boat in line.  They 
usually have about 40 boats for sale on any given day, but with the high demand for 
boats with everyone no longer stuck inside their homes, they only have one, according 
to Waid. The boat manufacturers were closed for a while or were on a limited capacity 
manufacturing. Now they’re coming back and building them as fast as they can.  The 
problem is they’re having a hard time with their distributors, getting parts and stuff to 
build the boats.  But it’s not just boat dealers reaping the benefit of the state reopening. 
Local charter fishermen have also seen an increase in reservations. 

Date/Time: July 22, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 7:00
Title: Breweries in Trouble
Description:  Florida breweries say owners are running out of time and money.  
Breweries and bars have been closed more than they have been open in 2020.   From 
reopened to closed, canned to entirely new menus, the brewing industry in Florida is 
struggling. In an effort to combat increasing positive coronavirus numbers, earlier this 
month the Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation demanded an 
end to all alcohol consumption on the premises of bars statewide.  The Florida Brewers 
Guild posted an open letter to Governor DeSantis begging him to make a change for 
breweries. The Guild claims that breweries have spent more time closed in 2020 than 
they have spent open. They said if nothing changes, more than 100 breweries will close 
forever and thousands of jobs will be lost.  Here in Southwest Florida, breweries and 
distilleries have scrambled to come up with alternative plans.  Millennium Brewing 
brought in a new line of non-alcoholic beverages, plus food trucks most nights of the 
week.  Eight-Foot turned to mass canned beer production.  Wicked Dolphin, a distillery 
that falls outside of the category of brewery, has struggled with business during the 
pandemic too. They have used their distillery to make hand sanitizer, and are still 
distributing.  



Date/Time: July 24th, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 6am, 9am
Duration: 7:00
Title:  Going Cashless
Description:  The Federal Reserve has seen a significant decline of coins in circulation 
because people are not spending them as regularly at businesses, many of which are 
either temporarily closed or not accepting cash.  Coins are still plentiful. In April, the 
U.S. Treasury estimated more than $47.8 billion were in the market, up by more than a 
billion dollars compared to last year.  But in recent months, people have not been 
spending those coins at places like laundromats, banks, restaurants, or shops because 
the businesses are closed, or people are not visiting them as often as they were before 
the pandemic.  Several businesses in Southwest Florida are trying to help the problem.  
Some stores are part of the ‘positive change roundup’ campaign.  Local Winn Dixie and 
Kroger can round up their grocery bill to the nearest dollar. So instead of giving coins 
back, it would give the change to Feeding America to help those in need and help the 
coin shortage.

Date/Time: July 29th, 6pm, 7pm, 5am, 6am
Duration: 5:00
Title: Food Supply 
Description:  Following Tuesday’s record setting meal distribution event, St. Matthew’s 
House is gearing up for more record breaking days.  The CEO of St. Matthew’s House, 
Vann Ellison says the demand is increasing by the week.  In May, St. Matthew’s House 
fed over 4,000 families. In June, that number increased to over 5,000 families.  
Throughout the month of July, the number of families fed has jumped to over 7,600.This 
past Tuesday, a record 779 families were given food in a three hour time frame. But, 
Ellison expects that number to increase, especially as the federal unemployment checks 
begin to go away.

Date/Time: Aug. 4th, 6pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am
Duration: 4:00
Title: Speeding Boats
Description:   People living in North Cape Coral along the north spreader want boaters 
to slow down.  Some residents say boats often speed going from Northwest Cape Coral 
to Matlacha. Now residents are asking the city to do more to slow down boaters.  We 
talked to local experts who say the speeding boats potentially damage the estuary as 
the wake that’s created could wash away mangroves and create some erosion on the 
shoreline.  The city has tried educating boaters with signs posted to slow down for the 
manatees. Another solution residents believe could work is opening up another access 
point to get out to Charlotte Harbor to open more pathways and shortcuts for boaters.  



Date/Time: Aug. 7th, 6pm, 7pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 7:00
Title:  Bar Rally
Description:  Bar owners are becoming increasingly distraught over the ongoing state-
mandated closure of their businesses amid the coronavirus pandemic.  The Florida 
Department of Business and Professional Regulation banned on-site alcohol 
consumption at bars and breweries in late June in response to a spike in COVID-19 
numbers in the state.  Dozens of owners took to the State Capitol to make their voices 
heard, saying the second round of closures have brought them to their breaking point.  
We talked to local bar owners who say they have been trying to get in contact with 
Florida’s BPRB to get answers on when the bars can start to reopen.  

Date/Time: Aug. 12th, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm
Duration: 5:00
Title: West Nile East Naples
Description:  A bottle cap of water is all it takes for some mosquitoes to breed and 
multiply, said the Department of Health.  On Aug. 8, the Collier Mosquito Control District 
reported mosquitoes from their trap at Bayview boat launch tested positive for West Nile 
virus.  Crews say it is closely monitoring the mosquito populations and treating the area, 
but please be diligent in protecting yourself by wearing repellent to #FightTheBiteCollier.  
Officials are recommending residents drain standing water, like in garbage cans, 
buckets and flower pots to help prevent the bugs from spreading.  So far no human 
cases had been found at this point.  

Date/Time: Aug. 17th, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 6:00
Title: Plaza Clean-up
Description: An abandoned shopping plaza in North Fort Myers is seeing an increase in 
the number of homeless people taking up residency. Many are living around the building 
while others are parked and living in their cars.  ABC7 introduced viewers to Dian who 
had been living in her van for nearly six months.  She says losing her job to the 
pandemic put her over the edge.  She has nowhere to live and is among a growing 
population left homeless since the pandemic struck. Dozens of people have been seen 
living at the Hancock Bridge Square Plaza.  On Monday the county said it is spending 
millions in Cares Act money to get some people help and get them proper shelter and 
affordable housing.  The county noted it was putting up more portable restrooms 
countywide for the homeless to use.

Date/Time: Sept. 3, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 9:00

https://www.news4jax.com/news/local/2020/06/26/florida-immediately-suspends-alcohol-sales-at-bars/
https://www.news4jax.com/news/local/2020/06/26/florida-immediately-suspends-alcohol-sales-at-bars/


Title: Lights for Layla Fraudster
Description:  Randi Romanoff was denied a bond reduction in court.  The bond amount 
will remain at $65,000, a judge ruled.  Romanoff gained infamy after defrauding a 
charity “Lights for Layla” that was started to buy lights to make bus stops safer in Lee 
County following the hit-and-run death of a young girl Layla Aiken.  According to the 
arrest affidavit, Romanoff used around $28,903.65 for personal gain. She is facing 
charges for violating the Solicitation of Contributions Act, larceny of over $20,000, 
scheme to defraud, giving false statements by misrepresenting solicitation as charity, 
embezzlement and swindling.

Date/Time: Sept. 15, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 7:00
Title: Lee County Homeless 
Description: Lee County commissioners and the sheriff all agree county leaders are 
seeing more panhandlers and people living on the streets.  They’ve called a meeting for 
October 20 to discuss how to help.  County leaders say in the meantime human 
services and hot teams and outreach teams are out working on it at that time.  The 
sheriff and others are part of a “hot team” designed to help meet various needs the 
homeless may have.  The plan is to offer basic necessities like restrooms and showers.  
Our crews talked to local residents who are now left homeless after losing jobs in the 
pandemic.  County commissioners will revisit the issue in October.

Date/Time: Sept. 21, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 6am, 9am
Duration: 9:00
Title: Robert E. Lee Bust
Description:  The bust of Robert. E Lee that was previously displayed in downtown Fort 
Myers will not be put back up.  The motion, to either take the bust down for good or 
place it in a museum, passed 5-2. Councilors Fred Burson and Gaile Anthony voted no.
According to the city, officials are working to put the bust in a museum. It’s unclear 
which museum it will be taken to.  The bust, the pedestal and the land it was on is 
owned by the city, according to the city attorney.  The bust was taken down by The 
Sons of Confederate Veterans in June. This organization still has possession of the 
bust.

Date/Time: Sept. 23, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 6am, 9am
Duration: 9:00
Title:  Yacht Club Cape Coral
Description:  The Cape Coral Yacht Club is set to receive a major upgrade that will cost 
at least 14 million.  The Yacht Club plans to make the area resort-like with a large beach 
and access to the river.  Plans include making the beach bigger, potentially moving the 



boat launch and adding a parking structure. Officials also want to add finger piers so 
more boats can dock there.  After the pandemic more people we talked to say it’s a 
place that’s needed to be restored for years and will be enjoyed even more now after 
the pandemic.

Date/Time: Sept. 24th, 7pm, 11pm, 9am
Duration: 5:00
Title: Minimum Wage: Amendment 2
Description:  This election day, voters will decide whether or not to raise Florida’s 
minimum wage.  If passed, Amendment 2 will gradually raise the minimum wage from 
$8.56 to $15 in 2026. It needs at least 60% voter approval.  Trial Attorney John Morgan, 
who helped get medical marijuana passed on the ballot, is bankrolling the proposal. 
Morgan says the amendment is a conservative approach to raising the minimum 
wage.Owner of Bubba’s Roadhouse & Saloon Jay Johnson says if Amendment 2 
passes, he may have to shut his doors. It would require him to cut hours and 
employees.  This is one of six amendments voters will see on the November 3rd ballot. 

Date/Time: Sept. 30, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 8:00
Title: Political Sign Retaliation
Description:  Following our story earlier this week about the vandalization of local 
political signs, an ABC7 viewer sent us an email suggesting that some signs people are 
hanging up aren’t up to code; specifically in Cape Coral.  Traveling through Fort Myers 
and Cape Coral, dozens of houses had political endorsements on their front lawn.  
Talking with the City of Cape Coral, ABC7 learned that in any residential district where 
people live, the tallest a sign can be is six feet. There cannot be more than three of 
these signs at one location and the signs can only take up four square feet. 

Unemployment Problems

Date/Time: July 3rd, 7pm, 11pm, 6am, 9am
Duration: 6:00
Title: Unemployment Backlog
Description: It’s not just a backlog, but now Floridians trying to file for unemployment 
have to start all over again.  Each quarter of the fiscal year, unemployed Floridians have 
to reapply for unemployment benefits.  But the problems started at the beginning of the 
pandemic is still causing major delays for hundreds of thousands of people who lost 
their jobs to the pandemic.  Before the state can decide if you’re eligible you have to 
redo the entire process.  The same process that caused major website crashes in the 
Department of Economic Opportunities system at the beginning of the state’s 



shutdowns.  The U.S. unemployment rate at this point fell to 11.1% for the month of 
June.  The economy added a record 4.8 million jobs last month.

Date/Time: July 17th, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 7:00
Title: DEO Callers Misbehave
Description:  Waiting on hold for hours only to be disconnected — it’s the icing on the 
cake for so many folks frustrated with the unemployment process in Florida.  Some 
viewers say they got to a point where documents, personal documents needed to be 
uploaded and many couldn’t, so employees with the state started hanging up on those 
desperate for unemployment.  Many ABC7 viewers say they waited for nearly 10 weeks 
in what many describe as pending purgatory, before finally being deemed ineligible.  All 
while going unpaid and jobless.  Just one of the many new issues while unemployment 
rates continue to rise.  This week, Florida’s unemployment rate was at 10.4% with a 
little over one million Floridians were out of work.  We’ve reached out to the DEO 
several times to respond to the massive delays and mysterious loss in calls, but never 
heard back for the story.

Date/Time: Aug. 13, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 6:00
Title: Jobless Claims
Description:  Tens of thousands of laid-off workers in Southwest Florida are now living 
on $275 or less a week since federal unemployment benefits ran out.  Many of those 
laid-off workers however don’t even qualify for state unemployment so they’re forced to 
rely on President Trump’s executive order giving them $400 a week. But the money 
could be delayed getting to people.  According to the state, there are more than 114,000 
people still collecting unemployment in Lee, Collier and Charlotte counties and the bulk 
of those workers come from the service and construction industry.  We talked to local 
residents who are depending on that money and are now left in the dark.  

Date/Time: Aug. 27th, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am
Duration: 6:00
Title: Unemployment Relief
Description: Gov. Ron DeSantis is applying to participate in a federal unemployment 
assistance program so people currently receiving at least $100 in benefits can be 
eligible for another $300 a week. The Lost Wages Assistance Program was created by 
an executive order signed by President Donald Trump earlier this month. The Federal 
Emergency Management Agency is authorized to spend up to $44 billion in disaster 
relief money for unemployment benefits.



Date/Time: Sept. 2nd, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 7:00
Title: Dane Eagle Head of DEO
Description:   State Representative Dane Eagle will be the new head of Florida’s 
Department of Economic Opportunity.  The Cape Coral politician recently lost the 
republican primary for the District 19 Congressional seat to Byron Donalds.  Ken 
Lawson, who previously held the position at the DEO, announced his resignation.  
Lawson was sidelined by the governor after the unemployment system failed this spring. 
The DEO has been harshly criticized for several months after thousands of unemployed 
workers waited weeks to receive money from the state after losing their jobs to COVID-
19.

Positively Southwest Florida & Bright-Side Blocks

Date/Time: July 13th, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 6am, 9am
Duration: 6:00
Title: Chantel Goes Home
Description:  It’s the final chapter of an almost deadly story, and thankfully — there’s a 
happy ending. Chantel Salas, a 17-year-old Immokalee teen, walked out of the Naples 
Community Hospital pediatrics unit Monday after spending over 50 days in a hospital 
bed fighting for her life.  She stood strong as dozens of nurses, doctors NCH hospital 
staff and family clapped and cheered for her, wishing her good health and success in 
her life.  Her nurses in the pediatrics unit, Kaci Camajo and Jenna Randall, call Salas 
their warrior. They said it’s bittersweet to see her go.  She is one of a few teens in our 
viewing area that suffered serious complications from the coronavirus.  

Date/Time: July 20th, 6pm, 5am
Duration: 3:00
Title: Lulu’s Kitchen
Description:  St. Matthew’s House in Naples has been fighting hunger, homelessness, 
poverty and substance abuse for more than 30 years.  And this fall it is helping people 
get back to work in a unique way.  This fall this restaurant will be open to the public 
serving up breakfast and lunch.  It will also have drive through service and meals for St. 
Matthew’s House’s recovery programs.  St. Matthew’s offers a culinary training program 
just one example of the way it helps people working to get their lives back on track.  Not 
only teaching people how to cook, but also front of the house skills like waiting tables 
and restaurant management. 



Date/Time: July 28th, 7pm, 11pm, 6am, 9am
Duration: 4:00
Title: United Way Scholarships
Description:  United Way is accepting scholarship applications to help parents struggling 
to afford healthcare amid the pandemic.  The United Way wants to know it’s partnered 
with dozens and dozens of daycares across Lee county to get access to free child care.  
The United Way is working with local agencies to offer free access to quality health 
care.  The agency found dozens of daycares in Bonita Springs, Estero, Fort Myers, 
North Fort Myers, Cape Coral, Fort Myers Beach and Sanibel Island.  The families who 
qualify get up to $1,250 per child.  The agency is offering more than 500 scholarships 
with enough funding to get into the school year.  The money comes from the Lee Cares 
fund in Lee County that was approved by the CAREs Act. 

Date/Time: August 3rd, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm
Duration: 5:00
Title: New Meal Nonprofit
Description:  What started as spreading a little love has grown into something much 
bigger.  ABC-7 first told you about Naples couple, Tony Mansolillo, a disabled veteran, 
and his girlfriend and partner Ada Wisniewski, one month ago.  They turned their home 
kitchen into a daily mass food production center to feed folks struggling during the 
coronavirus pandemic.  Now, they’re on their way to becoming a 501c3 called “Feed 
Thy Neighbor.”  Next on Mansolillo’s list is a bigger, commercial kitchen and a wider 
reach. He said they have had to cap their daily meals at 150 — but that number could 
change with a bigger facility.  Hundreds of dollars in food and supplies comes straight 
from Mansolillo’s pocket every week.  He said they need more volunteers to deliver 
meals in and around Naples.  Plus, they need help in the kitchen every day, and of 
course, donations to keep the food supply coming in.

Date/Time: August 5th, 6pm, 7pm, 6am
Duration: 6:00
Title: Solar Vacation
Description:  Many people and businesses are harnessing solar power including the 
Naples Zoo.  Florida Power and Light company has partnered with the zoo to give 500 
people free admission when you sign up ahead of the time online.  That week, guests 
can visit the zoo for the free day and see clean energy in action by parking under the 
solar parking canopy.  The canopy generates enough clean energy from the sun equal 
to powering about 200 classrooms for a full calendar year.  



Date/Time: August 10, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 6am, 9am
Duration: 7:00
Title: Money for School air filters
Description:  Teachers and students are getting ready to start the first day of school, but 
this year is different from others because of COVID-19.  A local family who have siblings 
working for the school district, wanted to do something to make sure teachers had a 
safe environment to teach.  Allison McCarraher and her sister Casey McCarthy decided 
to raise money for air purifiers and install one inside a school classroom.  The family 
first started taking donations and using money out of their own pockets to get a certified 
HEPA filter.  Family and friends started spreading the word on social media about how 
people can help and they surpassed their goal and have reached more than $9,000.  
Both sisters said they know first-hand how much teachers spend of their own money for 
school supplies, as well as cleaning supplies.  The sisters are working with the school 
district to make sure the air filters get delivered. 

Date/Time: Aug. 19th, 6pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 6:00
Title: Backpacks to Students
Description:  More than 150 kids joined their foster families and guardians in a drive 
through style line to pick up some great back to school goodies.  Thanks to the guardian 
ad Litem Foundation and the Lee County Sheriff’s Office.  The kids got new backpacks, 
folders, notebooks, pens, art supplies and even an old navy gift card for a new back to 
school outfit. This was the first of its kind event for kids who may have been abused, 
neglected or abandoned by their parents.  

Date/Time: Sept. 7, 6pm, 7pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 9:00
Title: Captain Survives Dorian
Description:  Captain Doug was living on his boat in the Bahamas when category five 
Hurricane Dorian wreaked havoc on the islands.  Doug was thrown off his boat in the 
storm surge and buried under debris. All of his belongings were lost, and he thought his 
life was lost too.  Doug was rescued shortly after and loaded onto an emergency jet 
headed for the United States.  Doug was in a Cape Coral hospital and his legs were 
badly damaged. While buried in the rubble in neck-deep water, the surf tore away at his 
legs. Luckily, he survived and he made it home to SWFL in one piece.

Date/Time: Sept. 18th, 6pm, 7pm, 5am, 6am, 9am
Duration: 7:00
Title: Childhood Cancer Awareness
Description:  September is childhood cancer awareness month and every Friday we’ve 



been showing you community support.  Lee Health’s president and CEO went the extra 
mile. Friday, Dr. Larry Antonucci braved the shave at the Clips for Cancer event.
10-year cancer survivor Caliah “Cali” Russell got to do the honors. She was just 3 years 
old when she was diagnosed with leukemia.  Her family said she wouldn’t be here today 
without the Golisano Children’s Hospital of Southwest Florida.

Date/Time: Sept. 21, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm
Duration: 5:00
Title: Donated News Desk
Description:  As ABC7 transitioned into a new studio this quarter, Waterman 
Broadcasting decided to donate some of the materials from our old studio.  The ABC7 
weather desk was pulled from our studio of more than a decade old and donated to a 
local middle school.  Diplomat Middle School in Cape Coral are now using the desk in 
one of their classrooms to further their education and encourage a career in journalism.  
It is part of Waterman’s initiative to further community involvement by reaching out to 
students to inspire others towards careers in broadcasting.  

ABC NEWS PROGRAMS – Third Quarter, 2020
WORLD NEWS NOW

Monday thru Friday 
   2:30 - 4:30 AM

Comprised of thirty-minute segments, ABC's WORLD NEWS NOW, with co-anchors Kenneth Moton and 
Diane Macedo  offers up-to-date news coverage including a mixture of live and taped coverage of domestic 
and international news issues.  Effective September 9, 2020, Mona Kosar Abdi joins as co-host (replacing 
Diane Macedo).

AMERICA THIS MORNING
Monday through Friday 
  4:00 - 4:30 AM 

Kenneth Moton and Diane Macedo co-anchor this morning news program which provides viewers with late-
breaking national and international news, sports, weather and financial reports.  Featuring separate and 
distinct fifteen-minute segments, information about overnight events is constantly updated.  Effective 
September 9, 2020, Mona Kosar Abdi joins as co-host (replacing Diane Macedo).

GOOD MORNING AMERICA
Monday through Friday 
7:00 - 9:00 AM 

George Stephanopoulos, Robin Roberts and Michael Strahan provide viewers with timely news reports, 
informative features, weather information, and up-to-the minute interviews with world leaders.

Saturday (Eff. October 5, 2019)
 8:00-10:00AM 

Sunday
  8:00 – 9:00 AM



ABC News Correspondents Dan Harris, Eva Pilgrim and Whit Johnson will co-anchor providing viewers with 
timely reports, informative features, weather information, and up-to-the minute interviews with world leaders.

GMA3: WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
Monday through Friday

 1:00 – 2:00 PM

A one-hour program anchored by Amy Robach, also featuring other ABC News Correspondents, including 
Dr. Jen Ashton, to address the widespread issues caused by the global pandemic and a mix of news, 
takeaways and inspiration.  Effective September 1, 2020, TJ Holmes joins as co-anchor.

THE VIEW 
Monday through Friday
 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

A one-hour talk show hosted by Whoopi Goldberg, Joy Behar, Sunny Hostin, Meghan McCain, Ana Navarro 
and Sara Haines (back to her co-host seat on September 9, 2020) features the hottest topics, headline-
making conversations, politics, pop culture, celebrity guests and newsmakers, broadcast live from New 
York.

ABC NEWS BRIEF
Monday through Friday
apprx. 2:58 - 3:00PM
This two-minute news capsule updates important news events of the day.

NOTE: As events warrant, ABC NEWS BRIEF may be expanded or re-scheduled, or an 
additional News Brief may be scheduled.

ABC WORLD NEWS TONIGHT WITH DAVID MUIR
Monday through Friday
  6:30-7:00PM 
ABC News Anchor David Muir keeps viewers informed about world news events in this half-hour news 
review

WHAT WOULD YOU DO?
Tuesday (effective July 7, 2020)
  10:00 - 11:00PM 

Informational News magazine with Anchor John Quinones reveals how people behave when they 
think no one is watching by using hidden cameras to record real reactions to thought-provoking
scenarios created by actors.

20/20
Friday
  10:00- 11:00PM 

Note:  on occasion, 20/20 will air on another night 



Informational News magazine combines hard-hitting investigative reports, newsmaker interviews, compelling 
human interest and feature stories, and offers viewers a chance to learn more about the world around them. 
ABC News Correspondents David Muir and Amy Robach anchor 20/20.

NIGHTLINE
Monday through Friday
12:06 PM – 12:35:30 AM (effective April 13, 2020)

              12:37 AM -    1:06:30 AM (effective September 21, 2020)

Ju Ju Chang and Byron Pitts co-anchor the program which provides in-depth discussion of
current events.

NOTE: As news events warrant, ABC NEWS NIGHTLINE may be expanded.  Please
refer to the NIGHTLINE section for exact program times.

WORLD NEWS TONIGHT SATURDAY 
ABC WORLD NEWS TONIGHT WITH DAVID MUIR (Saturday)
Tom Llamas, Anchor

Saturday
  6:00 - 6:30PM 

WORLD NEWS TONIGHT SUNDAY
ABC WORLD NEWS TONIGHT WITH DAVID MUIR (Sunday)
Tom Llamas, Anchor
  Sunday 
    6:00 - 6:30PM 

This half-hour news program reviews the day's major events from around the country and around the world 
on the weekend.  

NOTE: ABC Sports programs may necessitate the preemption or rescheduling of various
news feeds.

THIS WEEK WITH GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS
Sunday
  9:00 – 10:00AM 

   
ABC News Correspondents George Stephanopoulos and Martha Raddatz co-anchor this news/interview 
program which focuses on the latest news events.  World leaders and policy makers participate in 
roundtable discussions.

NOTE: ABC Sports programs may necessitate the pre-emption or re-scheduling of various
news feeds.



ABC NEWS PROGRAMS – Third Quarter, 2020

20/20 
Friday, July 3, 2020 (9:01 -11:00PM)
The Hitman: From Pop to Prison
Lou Pearlman managed some of the most successful bands of the past 25 years including Backstreet Boys, 
*NSYNC and O-Town, but underneath Pearlman’s successful and charismatic façade was a criminal. ABC News’ 
“20/20” dives into his past including his role in running one of the biggest Ponzi schemes ever, swindling investors 
and banks out of hundreds of millions of dollars; and the lawsuits brought against him – by almost all musicians he 
managed – for fraud and misrepresentation. (OAD: 12/13/19)

Friday, July 10, 2020 (9:01 – 11:00PM)
Truth and Lies: Jeffrey Epstein
Truth and Lies, series that premiered in 2017, this series dives into Epstein’s life and background, raising questions 
and uncovering details about how he made his money; his relationships with many notable individuals; his decades of 
sexually abusing young girls, including emotional accounts from two sisters about how he manipulated them; and the 
federal sex trafficking charges he faced before he died. (OAD: 1/09/20)

Friday, July 17, 2020 (9:01 – 11:00PM)
In The Cold Night
 “20/20” and Lone Wolf Studios filmmakers present the story of Timothy Coggins’ murder. Coggins, a young 
black man, was brutally murdered in 1983 in a small Georgia town due, in part, to his relationship with a 
white woman. When both state and local authorities stopped investigating and the Coggins family received 
threats to remain quiet, the case went cold for nearly 35 years. In 2017, the Spalding County Sheriff’s Office 
and the Georgia Bureau of Investigation reopened the cold case and eventually charged Frankie Gebhardt 
and William Moore Sr. with Coggins’ murder. 

Friday, July 24, 2020 (9:01-11:00PM)
Diane Downs
A mother’s infatuation with a married man who said he had no interest in being a father to anyone’s children was the 
possible motive behind the crimes of Diane Downs, who shot her three young children in her car, seriously injuring 
two and killing one. Diane captured the nation’s attention as the story made headlines and became a bestselling book 
and a two-part TV series starring Farrah Fawcett, both titled “Small Sacrifices.” Now, 36 years after that tragic day, 
Diane’s youngest child, Becky Babcock, who was born while Diane was incarcerated and adopted by another family, 
speaks to “20/20” in a new interview. (OAD: 3/22/19)

Friday, July 31, 2020 (9:01-11:00PM)
Sole Survivor
Lisa Stasi and her 4-month-old daughter, Tiffany, mysteriously vanished in Kansas City, Missouri in 1985. When 
police charged serial killer John Robinson in 2000 with murdering Stasi, discovered John took Tiffany, forged 
adoption papers and gave her to his brother and sister-in-law who, knowing nothing of the true circumstances, 
thought it was a legal adoption and renamed her Heather Tiffany Robinson. Now, almost 20 years since Heather 
learned her real identity, she is ready to tell her story to “20/20” co-anchor Amy Robach. 
(OAD: 10/04/19)

Friday, August 7, 2020 (9:01-11:00PM)
Cutthroat Inc.
A man kills his business partner and hatches an elaborate plan to cover it up. Convicted of murdering his business 
partner,  Ed Shin is currently sitting in a prison cell, where he’ll live out the rest of his days.  Over a period of six 
months in 2010, posing as Chris Smith, Shin told the 31-year-old's loved ones, friends and colleague that he had sold 
his share of the ad company the two founded and was living out his dream traveling the world.  Police say that for 
about year Shin managed to dupe almost everyone.  Shin, now 42, later confessed to accidentally killing Smith, but 
he has denied he intentionally murdered him. 
(OAD: 1/24/20)

https://abcnews.go.com/US/confessed-killer-fake-emails-victims-family-months-cops/story?id=14429156
https://abcnews.go.com/GMA/video/man-kills-partner-avoid-paying-debt-police-14434128
https://abcnews.go.com/GMA/video/man-kills-partner-avoid-paying-debt-police-14434128


Friday, August 14, 2020 (9:01-11:00PM)
Texas Love Triangle
David Temple claimed he discovered his eight-month-pregnant wife, Belinda Temple, shot dead inside their home. 
Despite two murder trials and two juries finding David guilty of Belinda’s murder, he’s once again awaiting sentencing, 
20 years after her death. Belinda’s family is also waiting for justice decades after the terrible tragedy changed their 
lives forever. “20/20” correspondent Deborah Roberts reports extensively following David’s most recent trial and 
reports on a twist in the case. (OAD: 11/01/19)



Friday, August 21, 2020 (9:01-11:00PM ET)
One Night in Central Park
Trisha Meili was viciously beaten, raped and left to die inside New York City’s Central Park. The series of events that 
followed, triggered a media frenzy and forever changed the lives of all involved, including the five African American 
and Hispanic teenagers – Raymond Santana, Antron McCray, Yusef Salaam, Kevin Richardson and Korey Wise – 
who were convicted in the attack due to their confessions, which they said were coerced by police. Their verdicts 
were later set aside after Matias Reyes confessed to and was convicted in the attack. Now, 30 years after the attack, 
a two-hour “20/20” documentary re-examines the brutal crime and its aftermath. (OAD: 5/24/19)

Friday, August 28, 2020 (9:01-11:00PM ET)
The March on Washington
On the 57th anniversary of the historic 1963 March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom, “20/20” will present “The 
March,” a film narrated by actor Denzel Washington that tells the story about how this crucial moment in the civil 
rights movement began. The film features interviews with key individuals involved including Rep. John Lewis, civil 
rights legend; Harry Belafonte and Sidney Poitier, Hollywood stars and civil rights activists; Joan Baez, musical artist 
at the March; Rachelle Horowitz, transportation coordinator for the March; Clarence Jones, King’s attorney who 
helped draft the famous “I Have a Dream” speech; and Oprah Winfrey. With the Virtual March on Washington on 
August 27-28, “20/20” also features reporting by ABC News Correspondent Deborah Roberts and includes new 
interviews with Martin Luther King III and more.

Friday, September 4, 2020 (9:01 – 11:00PM ET)
Growing Up Buttafuoco
Nearly three decades ago, then 17-year-old Amy Fisher – dubbed “Long Island Lolita” by media – shot Mary Jo 
Buttafuoco on her front porch following an affair with her husband, Joey Buttafuoco. Now “20/20” takes a look at the 
story through the eyes of Mary Jo, Joey and their daughter, Jessie, just 9 years old at the time of the shooting in May 
1992. (OAD: 11/18/19)

Friday, September 11, 2020 (9:01 – 11:00PM ET)
I am Vanessa Guillen
Fort Hood soldier Vanessa Guillen, brutally murdered in April, captured international attention and sparked 
a #MeToo movement in the military. In a new “20/20,” cameras profile Vanessa’s family as they tirelessly 
advocate for justice. Vanessa’s parents, Rogelio and Gloria Guillen, and sisters, Mayra and Lupe Guillen, 
share emotional memories of Vanessa. They reveal her excitement to join the Army, the changes they saw 
in her while at Fort Hood, and insight into her sexual harassment allegations. They also discuss how they 
learned about her disappearance, the desperate search to find her, and overwhelming support across the 
country. ABC News anchor John Quiñones reports.

Friday, September 18. 2020 (9:01 – 11:00PM ET)
Mysterious Case in Memphis
A new “20/20” reports on the murder of former NBA player Lorenzen Wright. With no significant leads for 
nearly a decade, the mysterious case haunted his family and the city of Memphis after authorities 
discovered his body in the woods. But just last year as a trial was finally about to begin, Wright’s ex-wife, 
Sherra Wright-Robinson, made a shocking admission and pleaded guilty to facilitating Wright’s murder, 
which brought Wright’s family one step closer to justice. ABC News and ESPN correspondent Ryan 
Smith reports the latest details and legal developments, including lingering questions about what happened 
to Wright.

Friday, September 25, 2020 (9:01 – 11:00PM ET)
Life in Prison:  Melanie McGuire
In a new episode of “20/20,” co-anchor Amy Robach sits down for the first on-camera interview with Melanie 
McGuire since she was sentenced to life in prison 13 years ago in New Jersey for the murder of her 
husband, Bill McGuire. Authorities arrested McGuire, dubbed by the media as the “suitcase killer,” after 
Bill’s remains appeared inside multiple suitcases in the Chesapeake Bay. McGuire opens up to Robach 
about the murder and maintains her innocence.
 Li



WHAT WOULD YOU DO? 
Tuesday, July 7, 2020 (Season Premiere)

 A white man enters a restaurant wearing a jacket with the Confederate flag on it. Nearby, a Black customer 
sees the jacket and politely asks the man to remove the jacket, saying he finds the symbol offensive. The 
white man refuses to remove the jacket, saying he has the right to wear what he wants. How will diners in 
Mississippi react when they overhear this? How will customers react in New York when the same scene is 
played out? 

 A man experiencing homelessness is buying a cup of coffee in a coffee shop when the cashier offers to give 
him some free food. The manager overhears and berates the cashier for her actions. How will bystanders 
react as the tension increases?

 Two young men are viewing risqué photos of a woman. One of the men, the woman’s jilted ex-boyfriend, 
talks to his friend about getting back at his ex for breaking up with him. He explains that he’s going to post 
intimate photos – that she shared only with him – online for the world to see. How will those who overhear 
the conversation react to his planned actions, known as revenge porn which is considered a crime in many 
states?

 A mother and her young son are shopping in a clothing store; the boy is dressed in a full superhero costume 
and is trying to enlist other customers to help him in his quest to destroy evil. The mother becomes 
embarrassed and annoyed by what she claims is the child’s overactive imagination. Will other shoppers say 
something to the mother trying to rein in her child’s creativity?

Tuesday, July 14, 2020
 A high school student is out for a meal with his coach and after building up the courage, he finally tells his 

coach he’s gay and says he wants to come out to his teammates, too. The coach advises him not to come 
out, saying it would ruin his chances of becoming a professional baseball player. Rippon watches with 
Quiñones behind the scenes and reflects on his own experiences as the first openly gay Winter Olympian to 
represent Team USA and win a medal for the United States.

 A veteran who suffered a traumatic brain injury (TBI) is struggling to order food in a restaurant. He 
apologizes to the staff and explains that he suffers from a brain injury which causes his hands to shake and 
limits his ability to make decisions. The rude waitress requests that the veteran moves faster and even 
questions whether he is drunk. Will other diners come to his aid? A veteran from the Disabled American 
Veterans organization helps inform the scenario behind the scenes by sharing his experiences with a TBI. 

 A customer in a clothing store, claiming to be inspired by Marie Kondo’s KonMari Method, deviates from 
Kondo’s positive message as she begins to reorganize the store, removing items from the shelves and 
tossing them in piles on the floor. What will customers say when she tries to enlist their help?

 A father is out to lunch with his son and the father asks to borrow money so he can gamble. The 
conversation quickly turns into an intervention as the young man tells his dad that his gambling addiction is 
ruining the family. How will others who overhear react?

 As food and income inequality grows across the country, many families are forced to shop for the least 
expensive items at the supermarket. A mother is with her child in a Mississippi supermarket. As she 
purchases foods at reduced prices, another shopper begins to criticize her choices. What will shoppers do?

Tuesday, July 21, 2020
 A woman is at a restaurant by the United States-Mexico border in El Paso, Texas, with a young 

immigrant child, whom she is sponsoring in an effort to keep the child out of a detention center. 
Another diner objects, arguing that the woman’s efforts should be focused on American children 
who need help. How will bystanders react?

 When a new mother meets her friend out for lunch, she reveals she’s feeling extremely low and 
overwhelmed by motherhood – signs of postpartum depression and anxiety. Instead of empathizing, 
the friend minimizes the mother’s feelings and suggests that all she needs is a glass of wine and a 
bubble bath. How will those who overhear the conversation react? Will bystanders’ reactions vary if 
the friend is replaced with the new mother’s husband? Haines joins this emotional scenario and 
steps in to play the role of the new mom. 

 Two college sorority members are at a café when they run into their classmate, a young woman 
with Down syndrome, whom their sorority recently rejected. The young woman asks if she could try 
to join again next year, but the sorority sisters tell her that she can’t be in their house because 
she’s different. Will others come to the defense of this young woman?

 A grandfather wants to go zip lining with his granddaughter in Campton, Kentucky. As they start to 
sign waivers before participating, the granddaughter becomes nervous due to her grandfather’s 
heart condition. The grandfather shakes off her worries, telling her that zip lining is on his bucket 
list. What will others do?



Tuesday, July 28, 2020
 When a young woman applies for a job at a café, the manager points out that she didn’t fill out a 

home address on her application. She explains that she isn’t sure where she’ll be living as she is 
soon due to age out of foster care. The teenager emphasizes that she is responsible, but the 
manager tells her she can’t take any chances and needs to hire someone that is reliable. How will 
people nearby react?

 A woman is out on a date with an Asian man. The date seems to be going well, but then the woman 
stereotypes her date as smart, asking him, “Can you just imagine if we had children? They would be 
so attractive and smart!” How will those who overhear the conversation respond? Will bystanders’ 
reactions change if a Black actor plays the woman’s date and she stereotypes him as athletic?

 At a bar, a wife pressures her husband to have a drink with her. The husband shares that he’s 
decided to try a period of sobriety after becoming concerned he has issues with alcohol. His wife 
accuses him of not being any fun. Will others say something when they overhear the conversation? 
Actor Ben Curtis, famous for having been “The Dell Dude” and a veteran “What Would You Do?” 
actor, plays the part of the husband and shares his own story of sobriety.

 A bride-to-be asks one of her bridesmaids to meet her for lunch. However, their conversation sours 
when the woman tells her bridesmaid she’s been kicked out of the wedding. The bride argues that 
her friend is not fulfilling her duties as a bridesmaid, so she would like her to step down and hand in 
her dress. Will people nearby side with the bride or bridesmaid? 

 A mother and her 12-year-old son are setting up for the child’s birthday party at a restaurant. After 
time passes, the mother realizes that none of her son’s classmates are showing up to the party. 
The mother explains to the waitress about all the classmates she invited and the invitations she 
sent out.

Tuesday, August 4, 2020
 A student is out to lunch with a friend, explaining that in order to pay for college she has decided to 

become a sugar baby, providing companionship to men in return for gifts, money and other benefits 
as compensation. Her friend worries that this choice is risky. Who will other diners side with?

 When a woman out shopping is informed that the dress she wants is not available in her size, she 
bursts into tears. How will other customers respond to her public display of emotions? What will 
customers do if a man gets emotional in public?

 Two women at a restaurant belittle a stay-at-home dad, condescendingly asking if his unusual 
choice to stay home with his daughter makes him feel emasculated. What will fellow diners say? 
How will people react if the women are replaced with two men?

 A woman babysitting two young children brings them to a bar for lunch. She expresses she is 
overwhelmed by her job and decides a drink will help her cope. When one drink turns into multiple, 
what will others say? Will they step in when she tries to leave to drive the children home?

 A teacher is in a store shopping for food for herself and basic school supplies for her class. Her 
credit card is denied at the register and she removes food from her cart instead of school supplies, 
explaining that her students need them. What will other shoppers do? (OAD: 9/7/18)

Tuesday, August 11, 2020
 A middle-aged woman walks into a bar to apply for an open bartending position. The on-duty 

manager makes it clear the woman doesn’t have “the right look.” When pressed, the manager 
admits she believes the woman is simply too old to work at the bar. How will customers react? What 
will people say if a middle-aged man is the one turned away? Foster joins in on the action behind 
the scenes.

 Two women in a gym shame a larger woman for wearing workout leggings. The scenario is re-done, 
this time with the bullies shaming a woman for being too skinny for her form-fitting pants. Will other 
gym goers stand up for the woman being bullied?

 A gay couple is at a sporting goods store shopping for apparel for football season. A fellow shopper 
rudely tells the couple “this is a man’s sport” and “you two are not welcome in the bleachers near 
me.” Will bystanders speak out against this man’s remarks?

 A mother is demanding her children eat their vegetables at a restaurant. When the children refuse, 
the mom says that they cannot get up until they clean their plates. What will others say? What if the 
mother steps away and the children plot to get rid of the vegetables? Will others help them?

Tuesday, August 18, 2020



 An unvaccinated teenager, worried he’s going to get sick, pleads with his mother to let him get a vaccine, 
but she is against it. How will people react when she refuses to give him permission?

 A mother at the checkout line tries to come up with the cash to buy baby formula and diapers. When the 
cashier steps away and the till is left open, the woman steals money out of the register. What will others in 
line do? In a twist, how will people react if the woman stealing money appears to have the means to afford 
her items but claims she forgot her wallet in the car?

 A pageant coach is berating her contestant and harshly criticizing her appearance. How will bystanders 
react? 

 A child at an alligator farm in Gibson, Louisiana, tells his father that he is too afraid to hold a baby alligator. 
The father is disappointed in his son and tells the boy he should “act like a man.” How will others visiting the 
farm react?

 An older man is eating alone at a restaurant he frequently visited with a friend. When the waitress notices 
he’s alone, she learns that the man’s friend recently passed away. Will other diners who overhear the sad 
news sit with him and keep him company?

Tuesday, August 25, 2020
 Immigration status. He tells the men that until there is a border wall, there is no way of knowing who 

is in the United States legally. How will others who witness the conversation react in New Jersey? 
What will the reaction be in El Paso, Texas, just a few miles from the U.S.-Mexico border?

 A group of teen girls is verbally bullying a classmate at a park. What will witnesses do? Will they 
defend the young woman or ignore the situation? Jax joins Quiñones behind the scenes and opens 
up about her own story of overcoming bullying and finding self-confidence.

 A woman and her son are waiting at a diner for her ex-husband to pick up the child. While waiting, 
the woman repeatedly says negative things about her ex. As the child becomes visibly upset will 
others do something? What will fellow diners say if the scene switches and a father criticizes his ex-
wife?

 A customer in a barbershop falls asleep in the chair, making it impossible for the barber to do his 
job and delaying other customers’ appointments. How will people react? What will bystanders do if 
a customer falls asleep in a nail salon while getting a pedicure? How will diners respond if a child 
falls asleep in his food while his mother takes a call?

Tuesday, September 8, 2020 (9:00 -11:00P – Season Finale)
What Would You Do? scenarios airing at 9:00 p.m. include the following:

 A young man comes out to his friends as bisexual. His friends question his sexual orientation 
saying, “You can just say you’re gay. You don’t have to hide behind bisexuality.” What will 
bystanders do? How will people react when we twist the scenario and the friend questioning his 
bisexuality is gay? 

 At the batting cages, a girl is trying to better her baseball game. Her father disapproves, telling her, 
“Girls don’t play baseball.” The girl is determined to prove to her dad that she can compete with the 
boys. Will others come to her defense?

 A newly engaged woman is out to lunch with her friend, showing off her ring. The friend is appalled 
at how small the diamond is. Will fellow diners step in to stop the bullying? 

 Two grandmothers are out to lunch with their granddaughters. As the grandmothers start posing for 
photos and posting them to social media, the granddaughters become embarrassed and beg them 
to act their age. The grandmothers refuse. Whose side will fellow diners take?  

Would You Lie For Me? scenarios airing at 10:00 p.m. include the following:
 A young boy at an ice cream shop needs help fending off bullies. After bystanders agree to help 

him, the boy tells his bullies, “This is my karate instructor.” Will they go along with the fib? Will they 
still support the boy later when he takes a bolt cutter to a locked bike? 

 A focus group is reviewing a product that does not work. When they overhear the other participants 
lying about the product’s effectiveness, will they lie too? The salesman then asks if they will pretend 
to be a marriage coach for an uncomfortable meeting with his wife. Will anyone agree? If they do, 
will they give marriage advice?  

 A woman in a restaurant is waiting for her meddling mother who is in town for the weekend. To 
keep her mom off her back, the woman asks total strangers to pretend to be her boyfriend. Will 
they say yes? If they agree, how far will they take the lie when the mother asks them about their job 
as a cardiologist? This scenario originally aired on “What Would You Do?” and inspired the 
primetime special. 

ABC NEWS SPECIALS - Third Quarter, 2020



Tuesday, July 14, 2020
The Last Defense: Julius Jones – A Special Edition of 20/20
In 1999, authorities arrested 19-year-old former high school basketball state champion and star football player Julius 
Jones, days after a businessman in a predominantly white suburb of Oklahoma City was shot and killed. Prior to the 
murder, Jones was a student at the University of Oklahoma on a partial academic scholarship with dreams of joining 
the basketball team. Now, 21 years later, a two-hour “20/20” reports on the crime, trial and a key piece of evidence 
that authorities recently tested for DNA.

Tuesday, July 28, 2020
Regis Philbin: The Morning Maestro – A Special Edition on 20/20
ABC News today announced a prime-time special on television pioneer Regis Philbin, his life and his 
legacy as the legendary host of the “Live” morning franchise for 28 years – following his passing last Friday. 
The special edition of “20/20” features an exclusive interview with “Live with Kelly and Ryan” host Kelly 
Ripa, Philbin’s former co-host for a decade. The program will also include Philbin’s final television interview 
with Jimmy Kimmel in March 2020, as well as interviews with his co-hosts through the years including 
Kathie Lee Gifford and Mary Hart; interviews with his childhood friends; a tour of the Bronx where he grew 
up; an emotional surprise visit with students at his high school; and a trip down memory lane with Philbin 
screening some of his favorite clips of “Live.” 

Tuesday, July 28, 2020
American Catastrophe: How Did We Get There? – A Special Edition on 20/20
ABC News announced today a prime-time investigation into why the United States was unprepared for 
COVID-19, how government and administration officials failed and missed the warning signs, and what the 
country needs to do next to reopen and return to normalcy after the pandemic has wreaked havoc on 
American families, communities and the economy. The “20/20” special report, three months in the making, 
examines what officials did and did not do in those early days and weeks when the nation first started to 
understand there was a new virus sweeping through China. The one-hour television event also delves into 
how President George W. Bush directed his team to ready the nation for a possible pandemic in 2005, but 
why the country was nevertheless overwhelmed when the current pandemic hit.

Monday, August 17, 2020 thru Thursday, August 20, 2020 (10:00-11:00PM)
The Democratic National Convention – Your Voice / Your Vote 2020
Chief anchor George Stephanopoulos will lead coverage from New York City joined by “World News Tonight” anchor 
David Muir and “ABC News Live Prime” anchor Linsey Davis on each of the four nights of both conventions with 
special reports throughout every day.  
ABC News powerhouse political team includes: Byron Pitts, Martha Raddatz, Jonathan Karl, Pierre Thomas, Tom 
Llamas, Cecilia Vega, Terry Moran, Nate Silver, and special correspondent Matthew Dowd will report on the state of 
the election, the candidates and the issues most important to Americans. Contributors Chris Christie, Yvette 
Simpson, Rahm Emanuel, Heidi Heitkamp and Sara Fagen, and analyst Leah Wright Rigueur will provide analysis on 
the race and all the latest developments.

Sunday, August 23, 2020
The Ticket: The First Interview - A Special Edition of 20/20
“World News Tonight” Anchor David Muir will sit down for the first joint interview with Biden, the presumptive 2020 
Democratic presidential nominee, and his vice-presidential running mate Harris, and “Good Morning America” Co-
anchor Robin Roberts will have a conversation with Biden and Harris on the history-making Democratic presidential 
ticket. 



Monday, August 24, 2020 thru Thursday, August 27, 2020 (10:00-11:00PM)
The Republican National Convention – Your Voice / Your Vote 2020
Chief anchor George Stephanopoulos will lead coverage from New York City joined by “World News Tonight” anchor 
David Muir and “ABC News Live Prime” anchor Linsey Davis on each of the four nights of both conventions with 
special reports throughout every day.  
ABC News powerhouse political team includes: Byron Pitts, Martha Raddatz, Jonathan Karl, Pierre Thomas, Tom 
Llamas, Cecilia Vega, Terry Moran, Nate Silver, and special correspondent Matthew Dowd will report on the state of 
the election, the candidates and the issues most important to Americans. Contributors Chris Christie, Yvette 
Simpson, Rahm Emanuel, Heidi Heitkamp and Sara Fagen, and analyst Leah Wright Rigueur will provide analysis on 
the race and all the latest developments.

Sunday, August 30, 2020
Chadwick Boseman:  A Tribute for a King – A Special Edition of 20/20
This ABC News special will celebrate Boseman’s storied life, legacy and career, and the cultural imprint he made on- 
and off-screen. It will feature tributes that have poured in from celebrities, political figures and fans across the world, 
special words from those who starred alongside him and knew Boseman best, and shine a light on the medical 
condition he privately battled.

Thursday, September 10, 2020
Shark Attack: The Paige Winter Story with Robin Roberts
On June 2, 2019, North Carolina teenager Paige Winter was swimming in waist-deep water when suddenly a shark 
attacked – and in an instant – life would never be the same. Following Winter’s story for more than a year, Robin 
Roberts and ABC News chronicle her unprecedented journey: from the harrowing attack and months of rehabilitation 
to the trials, tribulations and struggles. The hour-long special features twelve months of unfettered and exclusive 
access to Winter and her family who – for the first time – share their story in the hopes of inspiring others.

Saturday, September 15, 2020
The President and the People’ a ‘20/20’ Special Event
Seven weeks before Election Day, ABC News will host a town hall with President Donald Trump and undecided 
voters. ABC News Chief Anchor George Stephanopoulos will anchor the live event, which will provide undecided 
voters, both in person and virtually, a chance to ask the President their important questions before voting in 
November. The town hall will take place in Philadelphia and held in accordance with state and local government 
regulations, as well as guidelines set forward by health officials.

Sunday, September 27, 2020
$ellebrity: The Go-To-Girls – A Special Edition of 20/20
‘$ellebrity: The Go-To Girls’ gives an intimate look at what it takes to make a superstar and how three of the top 
celebrities of the 2000s – Paris Hilton, Britney Spears and Kim Kardashian West – redefined fame, became some of 
the most successful businesswomen in the world, and paved the way for a whole new era of celebrity.

Tuesday, September 29, 2020
Trump vs Biden: The Main Event – A Special Edition of 20/20 (8:00-9:00PM)
This 20/20 special event kicks off coverage, it will set the stage for a critical night for both candidates, reporting on the 
latest developments from the campaign trail, the stakes for both campaigns, and the most important issues to voters 
across the country. The spotlight is on President Donald Trump and presidential nominee and former Vice President 
Joe Biden as American’s as they go head-to-head in the First Presidential Debate.

Tuesday, September 29, 2020
The First Presidential Debate – Your Voice Your Vote 2020: An ABC News Special (9:00-11:00PM)
ABC News will present live coverage of the presidential debates.  This year Chris Wallace (Fox News), Steve Sculley 
(C-Span) and Kristen Welker (NBC) will moderate the Presidential debates.  



ABC NEWS SPECIAL REPORTS - Third Quarter, 2020

Thursday, July 9, 2020 10:22:48 AM - 10:27:48 AM 0:05:00 Supreme Court Ruling on President 
Trump's Financial Records

Friday, July 17, 2020 11:50:08 PM - 11:57:04 PM 0:06:56 The Death of John Lewis

Saturday, July 25, 2020 3:48:03 PM - 3:51:15 PM 0:03:12 Regis Philbin Passes Away

Sunday, July 26, 2020 11:02:10 AM - 12:04:46 PM 1:02:36 John Lewis Funeral Procession

Monday, July 27, 2020 1:00:00 PM - 2:59:59 PM 1:59:59 John Lewis Ceremony at the U.S. 
Capitol

Thursday, July 30, 2020 10:46:04 AM - 2:50:44 PM 4:04:40 The Celebration of John Lewis

Tuesday, August 11, 2020 4:20:00 PM - 4:37:28 PM 0:17:28 Joe Biden Selects Kamala Harris for 
VP

Wednesday, August 12, 
2020

4:51:45 PM - 5:40:40 PM 0:48:55 Joe Biden/Kamala Harris Press 
Conference

Monday, August 17, 2020 10:00:00 PM - 11:05:02 PM 1:05:02 The Democratic National 
Convention - Your Voice/Your Vote 
2020

Tuesday, August 18, 2020 10:00:00 PM - 11:05:47 PM 1:05:47 The Democratic National 
Convention - Your Voice/Your Vote 
2020

Wednesday, August 19, 
2020

10:00:00 PM - 11:12:47 PM 1:12:47 The Democratic National 
Convention - Your Voice/Your Vote 
2020

Thursday, August 20, 2020 10:00:00 PM - 11:22:59 PM 1:22:59 The Democratic National 
Convention - Your Voice/Your Vote 
2020

Monday, August 24, 2020 12:34:43 PM - 12:50:38 PM 0:15:55 Republican Nomination Roll Call

Monday, August 24, 2020 10:00:00 PM - 11:00:00 PM 1:00:00 The Republican National 
Convention - Your Voice/Your Vote 
2020

Tuesday, August 25, 2020 10:00:00 PM - 11:12:44 PM 1:12:44 The Republican National 
Convention - Your Voice/Your Vote 
2020

Wednesday, August 26, 
2020

10:00:00 PM - 11:20:09 PM 1:20:09 The Republican National 
Convention - Your Voice/Your Vote 
2020



Wednesday, August 26, 
2020 (Broadcast Day - 
Actually early Thursday, 
August 27, 2020 morning)

1:30:00 AM - 2:00:00 AM 0:30:00 Due to Hurricane Laura, A Special 
Sustaining Edition of ABC World 
News Now Was Made Available to 
ET/CT Stations

Thursday, August 27, 2020 10:00:00 PM - 11:43:07 PM 1:43:07 The Republican National 
Convention - Your Voice/Your Vote 
2020

Friday, August 28, 2020 2:21:10 PM - 2:49:59 PM 0:28:49 The March on Washington

Sunday, August 30, 2020 8:00:00 PM - 10:12:54 PM 2:12:54 "Black Panther" (Due to the death of 
Chadwick Boseman, a sustaining, 
commercial-free airing of the movie 
aired in place of encore episodes of 
"Celebrity Family Feud," "Press 
Your Luck," and "Match Game")

Sunday, August 30, 2020 10:12:54 PM - 11:00:00 PM 0:47:06 "Chadwick Boseman: A Tribute for a 
King - A Special Edition of 20/20" 
(Due to the death of Chadwick 
Boseman, this ABC News special 
aired in place of an encore episode 
of "Match Game")

Friday, September 11, 2020 8:44:06 AM - 8:47:33 AM 0:03:27 9/11 Moment of Silence

Tuesday, September 15, 
2020

9:00:00 PM - 10:30:00 PM 1:30:00 "'The President and the People' a 
'20/20' Special Event"

Friday, September 18, 2020 7:49:56 PM - 8:13:49 PM 0:23:53 Death of Supreme Court Justice 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg

Wednesday, September 23, 
2020

9:26:19 AM - 9:56:38 AM 0:30:19 Arrival of Supreme Court Justice 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg's Coffin at the 
Supreme Court

Wednesday, September 23, 
2020

1:33:24 PM - 2:31:57 PM 0:58:33 Attorney General Press Conference 
on Breonna Taylor Case

Friday, September 25, 2020 9:45:00 AM - 10:25:53 AM 0:40:53 Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg Lies in State at Capitol 
Rotunda

Saturday, September 26, 
2020

5:02:09 PM - 5:26:14 PM 0:24:05 President Trump's Announcement 
of Amy Barrett as Supreme Court 
Justice Nominee



Tuesday, September 29, 
2020

8:00:00 PM - 9:00:00 PM 1:00:00 Trump vs Biden: The Main Event - A 
Special Edition of 20/20

Tuesday, September 29, 
2020

9:00:00 PM - 11:00:00 PM 2:00:00 The First Presidential Debate – Your 
Voice Your Vote 2020: An ABC 
News Special

THIS WEEK – Third Quarter, 2020
Sunday, July 5, 2020
Guests:

 Dr. Stephen Hahn
Food and Drug Administration Commissioner

 Mayor Kate Gallego
Phoenix, Arizona

 Mayor Francis Suarez
Miami, Florida
U.S. Conference of Mayors Vice President

 Judge Lina Hidalgo
Harris County, Texas

 Dr. Patrice Harris
Former American Medical Association President
American Medical Association Board Member

Topics:
 Covid 19 Threat
 Covid 19 Hot Spots & Government Response

Sunday, July 12, 2020
Guests:

 Admiral Brett P. Giroir, M.D.
Assistant Secretary for Health, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
White House Coronavirus Task Force Member

 Rep. Adam Schiff
Intelligence Committee Chair
(D) California

 Amanda Carpenter
"The Bulwark" Political Columnist
CNN Contributor

 Zerlina Maxwell
Author, "The End of White Politics"
Senior Director of Progressive Programming, SiriusXM 
MSNBC Political Analyst

Topics:
 Covid 19 Threat & Government Response

Sunday, July 19, 2020
Guests:

 Rep. Karen Bass
(D) California 
Chair, Congressional Black Caucus

 Rep. Val Demings
(D) Florida

 Gov. Asa Hutchinson
(R) Arkansas

 Gov. Jared Polis
(D) Colorado

 Rep. Donna Shalala



(D) Florida
Former Clinton Health and Human Services Secretary

 Leah Wright Rigueur
Associate Professor, Harvard Kennedy School
Harry Truman Professor of History, Brandeis University
Author, "The Loneliness of the Black Republican

Topics:
 Covid 19 & Government Response

Sunday, July 26, 2020
Guests:

 Mark Meadows
White House Chief of Staff

 Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham
(D) New Mexico

Topics:
 Covid 19 Threat & Law Enforcers Deployment

Sunday, August 2, 2020
Guests:

 Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
Speaker of the House

 Secretary Steven Mnuchin
Treasury Secretary

 Perry Bacon
FiveThirtyEight Senior Writer

 Jonathan Swan
Axios National Political Reporter

Topics:
 Covid 19 & Government Response
 Next Steps: Country back on Track

Sunday, August 9, 2020
Guests:

 Sen. Chuck Schumer
(D) Minority Leader 

 Larry Kudlow
White House National Economic Council Director

 Paul Begala
Author, "You're Fired: The Perfect Guide to Beating Donald Trump"
Democratic Strategist
CNN Contributor

 Christina Greer
Fordham University Associate Professor
Author, “Black Ethnics: Race, Immigration, and the Pursuit of the American Dream”

 Alice Stewart
Republican Strategist
CNN Political Commentator

Topics:
 New Coronavirus Relief Package
 Economic Stalemate

Sunday, August 16, 2020
Guests:

 Sen. Bernie Sanders 
(I) Vermont

 Jason Miller



Trump Campaign Senior Adviser
Topics:

 2020 Democratic National Convention
 This week’s politics

Sunday, August 23, 2020
Guests:

 Mark Meadows
White House Chief of Staff

 Kate Bedingfield
Biden Deputy Campaign Manager and Communications Director

 Barbara Comstock
(R) Former Virginia Congresswoman

Topics:
 2020 Republican National Convention
 This week’s politics

Sunday, August 30, 3030
Guests:

 Chad Wolf
Acting Homeland Security Secretary

 Sen. Amy Klobuchar
(D) Minnesota

 Sarah Isgur 
Dispatch Staff Writer 
CNN Political Analyst

 Karen Finney
Democratic Strategist
CNN Political Commentator

Topics:
 This week’s politics

Sunday, September 6, 2020
Guests:

 Rep. Val Demings
(D) Florida

 Gov. Mike DeWine 
(R) Ohio

 Greg Moore
Former Editor, The Denver Post

Topics:
 2020 Presidential Election
 Nationwide Protests and Racial Injustice

Sunday, September 13, 2020
Guests:

 Jason Miller
Trump Campaign Senior Adviser 

 Symone Sanders
Biden Campaign Senior Adviser

 Kimberley Strassel
The Wall Street Journal Editorial Board Member
Author, "Resistance (At All Costs)"

Topics:
 2020 Presidential Election



Sunday, September 20, 2020
Guests:

 Speaker Nancy Pelosi
Speaker of the House 
Exclusive

 Sen. Ted Cruz
(R) Texas
(R) Judiciary Committee
Exclusive

 Carrie Severino
President, Judicial Crisis Network
Co-author, “Justice on Trial: The Kavanaugh Confirmation and the Future of the Court”
Former Law Clerk for Justice Clarence Thomas

Topics:
 Covid 19 Analysis
 2020 Presidential Election

Sunday, September 27, 2020
Guests:

 Sen. Mike Lee
(R) Utah
(R) Judiciary Committee
Author, "Our Lost Declaration : America's Fight Against Tyranny from King George to the Deep State"

 Sen. Dick Durbin
(D) Illinois
(D) Judiciary Committee

Topics:
 Supreme Court Justice Nominee
 2020 Presidential Election

NIGHTLINE (M-F) – Third Quarter, 2020
Wednesday, July 1, 2020 (11:35PM - 12:04:30AM ET)

 Farmer Frontlines
 Impossible Foods
 UPS Pick Me Up

Thursday, July 2, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Epstein Madam Arrest
 Hugh Downs

Friday, July 3, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Special Edition:  Combat Medics

Monday, July 6, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 State of Covid
 Phoenix Mayor Kate Gallego
 Dr. Jen Ashton and Dr. Darien Sutton
 Art Kits for Healing

Tuesday, July 7, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Small Business Surge
 Toilet Paper Wars
 Covid Triplet Mom

Wednesday, July 8, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Special Edition: Devil at the Door – Covid 19 & Nursing Homes



Thursday, July 9, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Glee Curse?
 Phoenix Rising
 Dr. Marina Del Rios

Friday, July 10, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Covid Cruise Ships
 Hamilton Revisited
 Ivy League of His Own

Monday, July 13, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Covid 19 Rule Breakers
 Pain and Purpose:  Black Mothers Speak Out
 Couple Reunited by Wife’s New Job

Tuesday, July 14, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Maxwell-Epestein Accusers
 Renaming Culture
 Mary Trump Preview

Wednesday, July 15, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Mask Debate
 Mary Trump
 Covid Classroom

Thursday, July 16, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Special Edition:  I Am Vanessa Guillen

Friday, July 17, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 John Lewis
 In a Cold Dark Night

Monday, July 20, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Covid 19 Vaccines
 Dr. Richard Besser on Vaccines
 The Legacy of John Lewis
 Beyonce’s “Black is King”

Tuesday, July 21, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Portland Protest
 DHS Cuccinelli INTVW
 Remembering Daisha Riley

Wednesday, July 22, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Coronavirus Hardest Hit
 Tik Tok Activism
 Tribute To CT Vivian

Thursday, July 23, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Portland Protests
 Coronavirus Aid Payments
 Fauci First Pitch

Friday, July 24, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Prescription for Recovery
 Going Rogue
 EMT Reunion



Monday, July 27, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 $600 Covid Lifeline
 Remembering Regis
 John Lewis Memorial

Tuesday, July 28, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 American Catastrophe

Wednesday, July 29, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Back to Class Strategies
 49 Days
 Dr. Jen
 Navy Pilot Milestone

Thursday, July 30, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Lewis Funeral
 Vanessa Guillen
 Lewis OP-ED Voices

Friday, July 31, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Rebuilding Paradise
 Emotional Reunion

Monday, August 3, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Pandemic Nightlife
 Tik Tok Under Fire
 Valedictorian Honor

Tuesday, August 4, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Testing in Communities of Color
 Contact-Free World
 Little Girl Boxer

Wednesday, August 5, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Beirut Blast
 Survivor Stories
 Explosive Experts
 Beauty From Ashes

Thursday, August 6, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Stimulus Stalement
 #MeToo Construction
 Beirut Clean Up

Friday, August 7, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Love Under Lockdown

Monday, August 10, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Back to School
 Night of Unrest
 Ameena Matthews INTV
 Birthday in Beirut

Tuesday, August 11, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Biden Veep
 Historic Pick



 Roundtable
 Kamala Harris the Contender

Wednesday, August 12, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Biden-Harris
 Covid Navajo Nation
 Senior Proposal

Thursday, August 13, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Boogaloo Boys
 Covid Unemployment

Friday, August 14, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 The Fighters

Monday, August 17, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Nightline Special: DNC Opening Night
 DNC Roundtable

Tuesday, August 18, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 DNC Night 2 Debrief
 DNC 2 Wrap
 DNC 2 Roundtable
 Suffrage Anniversary

Wednesday, August 19, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 DNC Night 3 Debrief
 DNC 3 Wrap
 DNC 3 Roundtable

Thursday, August 20, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 DNC Night 4 Debrief
 DNC 4 Wrap
 DNC 4 Roundtable

Friday, August 21, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 One Night in Central Park

Monday, August 24, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 RNC Opening Night
 RNC First Night Wrap
 RNC Roundtable

Tuesday, August 25, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 RNC Night 2 Debrief
 RNC 2 Wrap
 RNC 3 Roundtable

Wednesday, August 26, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Hurricane Laura
 Storm Wrap
 Galveston
 Storm Track

Thursday, August 27, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 GOP Grand Finale
 RNC 4 Wrap



 RNC 4 Roundtable

Friday, August 28, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Jacob Blake
 March on Washington-Rev. Barber
 Chadwick Bozeman

Monday, August 31, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Boseman’s Mortal Enemy
 Remembering a Superhero
 Biggest Little Fan

Tuesday, September 1, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 AFM Mystery Virus Hitting Kids

Wednesday, September 2, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Qanon
 Political Roundtable

Thursday, September 3, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Political Battleground
 Political Roundtable
 How to Live like a Streamer
 Mitchell White

Friday, September 4, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Being Buttafuoco

Monday, September 7, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Love Under Lockdown

Tuesday, September 8, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Turning Point (Premieres on Nightline):  ABC News aims to find out if America has reached a turning point 

with a groundbreaking month-long series of reports examining the racial reckoning sweeping the nation and 
whether it leads to lasting reconciliation. The unprecedented ABC News programming event will report 
across all shows and platforms, will confront the systems and institutions that were built to disenfranchise 
people of color and have shaped this country throughout its history, and showcase the work being done to 
enact change. 

o The Lens of History

Wednesday, September 9, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Special Edition:  Turning Point

o Driving While Black
o Doctor Always Wears Scrubs

Thursday, September 10, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Special Edition: Turning Point

o  Justice for Breonna Taylor

Friday, September 11, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Special Edition:  Turning Point

o I Am Vanessa
o 9/11

Monday, September 14, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
o Hurricane Sally 2-Way
o Wildfires Raging



o Extreme Climate Pre-Tape
o Furry Survivor

Tuesday, September 15, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Special Edition: The President & The People

o Trump Debrief
o President & People
o Political Round Table

Wednesday, September 16, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Special Edition:  Turning Point:

o Deputies Ambushed
o LA County Sheriff
o Natural Hair

Thursday, September 17, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Special Edition:  Turning Point

o What America Owes

Friday, September 18, 2020 (11:35PM – 12:04:30AM ET)
 Special Edition:  Remembering RBG

o Ruth Bader Ginsburg
o Betsy West
o Supreme Court Roundtable

Monday, September 21, 2020 (apprx. 12:52AM – 1:21:30AM ET)
 Special Edition: Turning Point

o Activism Art
o Mural Artist
o Creative Power

Tuesday, September 22, 2020 (12:37AM - 1:06:30AM ET)
 Special Edition:  Turning Point

o What we Owe – Native Americans

Wednesday, September 23, 2020 (12:37AM - 1:06:30AM ET)
o Breonna Taylor charges
o VP Pence
o RBG

Thursday, September 24, 2020 (12:37AM - 1:06:30AM ET)
 Special Edition: Turning Point

o Justice for Breonna
o Justice & Policing

Friday, September 25, 2020 (12:37AM - 1:06:30AM ET)
 Secrets in the Suitcase

Monday, September 28, 2020 (12:37AM - 1:06:30AM ET)
 What Does the President Owe
 Political Roundtable

Tuesday, September 29, 2020 (12:37AM - 1:06:30AM ET)
 Debate Debrief
 Debate Wrap
 Political Roundtable
 Real Voters



Wednesday, September 30, 2020 (1:07AM – 1:36:30AM ET)
 Special Edition: Turning Point

o What we Owe – Mexican-Americans


