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ISSUES 

 

HURRICANES 

 Hurricane Wilma made a direct hit on southwest Florida.  The storm caused 

billions in damage and left millions without power.  Much of this quarter was devoted to 

coverage of the hurricane and its aftermath.  For more than a week our coverage solely 

focused on Hurricane Wilma and the widespread impacts.  We produced continuous 

coverage as the storm headed for the area warning viewers about what to expect and how 

to prepare.  We provided live coverage of the press conferences from the Governor, 

National Hurricane Center and the various local Emergency Operations Centers.  Every 

single viewer’s life was dramatically impacted. Schools were out for more than a week, 

businesses were closed, all travel was severely impacted.  We continued to provide 

ongoing coverage of the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina and how our local residents were 

helping those victims.  We continued to provide coverage of the rebuilding following 

2004’s Hurricane Charley. 

 

CONSUMER ISSUES 

 Our viewers like easy to use information that will improve their lives, help them 

be better consumers and save money.  This quarter we provide several reports to help 

consumers during the holiday season from executing a test comparing different shipping 

companies, to the best way to find deals on line.  Gas prices continue to climb following 

the interruptions of drilling and processing during Hurricane Katrina.  We help viewers 

understand the price fluctuations providing national, state and local averages, we break 

down the price of gas and the taxes that increase its cost.  We also tell viewers that the 

minimum wage will increase in January and that will likely bring an increase in prices. 

 

DEVELOPMENT 

 SWFLA is developing rapidly with a new airport terminal, a new 4 year 

university, dramatic home building and all the challenges that come with a booming area.  

We show how traffic has increased and work with the Dept. of Transportation to suggest 

to viewers how they can avoid the busiest times on the road.  We cover the opening of a 

new shopping center near Florida Gulf Coast University and give viewer an update on the 

progress at Coconut Point Shopping Center.  We return to the new airport to show 

viewers how things are working one month after it opened and again when it faces the 

first true test at Thanksgiving.  We provide travelers with the information they need to 

know where to go, how to park and how to make it through the airport smoothly. 

 

ENVIRONMENT 
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 SWLFA’s environment and climate is what attracts so many new residents and 

tourists.  Many people in our area are passionate about the unique attributes of our 

beaches and swamps.  Since the area’s beauty lured them here, they want to keep it the 

way they found it.  But with so many people arriving and visiting the area is experiencing 

considerable growth.  We provide many news stories focusing on our environment and 

what is threatening it and how some are trying to protect it.  This quarter we continue our 

coverage of the State and Lee and Charlotte Counties efforts to purchase the 

environmentally sensitive Babcock Ranch.  We follow all the twists and turns of 

agreements to make zoning changes and build new roads all in the interest of preserving a 

large inland tract of land from future development.  It was once thought there would 

never be oil drilling in the Gulf of Mexico.  Now the state’s best hope are to keep it 100 

miles off shore as energy costs go up as well as demand.  Red tide wreaks havoc on local 

beaches as the algae blooms kill fish and make breathing difficult. 

 

HEALTH & MEDICAL 

 With a predominantly older population and a population of outdoor loving people, 

our viewers are acutely interested in their health, diet and fitness.  This quarter we tell our 

viewers about getting their flu shots, we discuss the availability of the vaccine, where and 

when people can get it and the specific concerns about the strains this year.  We tell 

viewers about Sudden Infant Death Syndrome and the factors that can increase a new 

born’s risk.  Daily in our 6am and 10am newscast we provide a new story dealing with 

health and medical news – topics range from obesity and heart disease to MP3 players 

causing hearing loss. 

 

 

PROGRAMS LIST 

WZVN broadcasts more than 24 hours of local news programming per week and more 

than 27 hours of national news per week.  When we face threats like hurricanes, brush 

fires and other severe weather, we expand and add additional hours of news to meet the 

needs of our viewers. The station handles issues of concern within the below listed 

newscasts.  Often times the station will provide in-depth coverage on a major story 

affecting southwest Florida.  This coverage in many cases goes on for months as we 

follow the issue until resolution.   

 

LOCAL 

Weekdays: 5am-6am, 6am-7am, 10am-11am, 6pm-6:30pm, 11pm-11:35pm 

Saturdays: 7am-8am, 6:30pm-7pm, 11pm-11:30pm 

Sundays: 7am-8am, 6:30pm-7pm, 11pm-11:30pm 

 

“Wednesday’s Child” – A weekly segment broadcast on Wednesdays in our local 6pm 

news where anchor Stacey Deffenbaugh profiles children in our foster system who need 

homes. 

 

NATIONAL (provided by the ABC Television Network) 

Weekdays: 7am-9am  6:30pm-7pm  11:35pm-12:05am, 3am-5am 
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HURRICANES 

 

Title: Mission of Hope – Local people send relief to victims of Hurricane Katrina 

Date/Time: October 3-7, 2005 6pm 

Duration: 30:00 

Reporter Meredith Putney travels on a shrimp boat loaded with supplies for the victims of 

Hurricane Katrina.  She spends a week travelling and brings back a story of how 

southwest Floridians who suffered severely from Hurricane Charley turn around a year 

later to deliver hope to others suffering the ravages of mother nature.  WZVN provided a 

week long series of special reports examining the problems facing New Orleans, the 

gratitude for the supplies delivered and how people rise to the occasion when others are 

in need. 

 

 

Title: Hurricane Katrina 

Date/Time: throughout the quarter 

Duration: multiple hours 

Throughout the quarter we continue to update viewers on what is happening New Orleans 

following Hurricane Katrina – the death toll, pumping water out of the city, relief efforts, 

plans to reopen Universities and colleges in January, the needs for rebuilding and 

economic boom, challenges getting supplies, price gouging, relocation of victims and the 

closing of shelters. 

 

Title: Hurricane Wilma 

Date/Time: October 17-November 4, 2005  All newscasts & Extensive Special Reports 

        Included two days of simulcast coverage with WBBH 

        (coverage of the clean up, aftermath and return to normalcy continued  

                     through December) 

Duration: 100+ hours of coverage 

Hurricane Wilma caused billions in damage, caused 6 million people to lose electricity, 

dramatically impacted the agricultural communities of inland southwest Florida and kept 

kids out of schools for one week.  We provided coverage starting 5 days in advance of the 

storm with forecast tracks, how people should prepare, we showed people preparing, 

provided live press conferences from Emergency Management, the National Hurricane 

Center and Governor Jeb Bush on what people should expect, announced various 

evacuations, school and business closings, airline cancellations then we provided 

continuing non-stop coverage as the storm made impact in southwest Florida.  Following 

the storm we showed the impact on the various areas in southwest Florida providing 

coverage of the aftermath, destruction and intense impact on people’s lives.  We showed 

the clean up in various areas and let viewers know as services came back.  On November 

7
th

 we brought a panel of experts into the station to answer viewers questions from 3pm-

7pm.  We did brief interrupts throughout the afternoon to let viewers know the experts 

were available.  Our newscasts throughout this period were completely consumed by 

Hurricane Wilma and its impact. 
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CONSUMER ISSUES 

 

Title: Gas Prices 

Date/Time: Throughout the quarter at 6am & 10am - Daily 

Duration: 

Gas prices continue to climb now they are nearing $3/gallon.  We provide local, state and 

national averages to give viewers a sense of what they are paying in comparison to other 

areas and how and why prices are fluctuating. 

 

Title: Increase in Minimum Wage 

Date/Time: October 4, 2005 6pm 

Duration: 2:30 

The minimum wage will increase $.25 to $6.40/hour.  We explain how this is good for 

workers but that it will ultimately make prices go up and we’ll all be paying for the 

increase. 

 

Title: Does It Work Swiffer Carpet Flick 

Date/Time: October 13, 2005 

Duration: 2:15 

Consumer Reporter Selena Hernandez puts Swiffer’s new Carpet Flick to the test in a 

carpet dorm room.  Can college students use this instead of a vacuum?  The test showed 

that the Flick did not do a good job picking up small items like glitter or chip crumbs.  

The test also showed pieces of dirt and debris falling out of the flick after they had been 

picked up. 

 

Title: How to find a Contractor after Wilma 

Date/Time: November 7, 2005 6pm 

Duration: 2:15 

Following Hurricane Wilma many homeowners need work done.  We explain to viewers 

what they need to do to make sure they are hiring a contractor that can do the work 

properly. 

 

Title: How to Find Good Deals Online 

Date/Time: November 29, 2005 6pm 

Duration: 2:15 

The season of giving is here,Consumer Reporter Selena Hernandez shows viewers how to 

comparison shop online and where she found the best deals. 

 

Title: Shipping Comparison  

Date/Time: December 14, 2005 6pm 

Duration: 3:15 

As many people are shipping packages this holiday season, Consumer Reporter Selena 

Hernandez does a shipping test with USPS, FedEx and UPS.  All guarantee delivery 

within 3 days.  Two came in ahead of deadline all made the 3 day limit.  USPS was the 

least expensive then UPS and FedEx was the most expensive. 
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DEVELOPMENT 

 

Title: Gulf Coast Town Center – First Store Opens 

Date/Time: October 4, 2005 6am 6pm 11pm 

Duration:  4:00 

The first store, Super Target, opens in the newly constructed Gulf Coast Town Center in 

southern Lee County near Gulf Coast University.  We have been telling viewers about 

this new shopping center for months.  Now we follow up and tell them that the plans have 

become reality and the first store is opening.  We tell them what other stores will be 

opening and expected dates. We also update viewers on the progress of development at 

Coconut Point – another eagerly anticipated shopping center to the south. 

 

Title: I-75 Interchange in south Collier 

Date/Time: October 13, 2005  6pm 

Duration: 2:15 

State highway officials meet with Collier County residents to discuss an interchange 

being requested in southern Collier County.  The roadway to the interchange would have 

to cut through environmentally sensitive lands.  While residents push the the project, state 

leaders say it is at least ten years away. 

 

Title: Update on New Airport terminal 

Date/Time: October 13, 2005 6pm 

Duration: 3:15 

The new airport terminal opened 1 month ago.  We check to see how things are operating 

and how travelers are doing making their way to and from their flights.  We also inform 

viewers that a new airline West Jet will operate out of the airport. 

 

Title: Traffic Challenges in SWFL 

Date/Time: November 29, 2005 6pm 

Duration: 3:30 

As snowbirds flock to southwest Florida and more an more people live here year round, 

the traffic is getting worse, we provide recommendations from the dept of transportation 

to avoid US41 and I-75 in Lee, Charlotte and Collier Counties between 7am-9am and 

4pm-6pm. Other people are getting around the bad traffic by working flex time at work 

and sliding their work schedules past the bad travel times.  Other people work from home 

while more and more are using GPS’s to avoid traffic tie-ups. 

 

Title: New Airport Terminal at Thanksgiving 

Date/Time: November 22, 2005  6pm 

Duration: 2:15 

Thanksgiving is one of the heaviest travel times of the year.  This is the first true test for 

the new airport terminal.  We check the traffic and how well travelers are making through 

security to their gates. 
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ENVIRONMENT 

 

Title: Babcock Ranch 

Date/Time: October 3 November 22 November 29 December 14, 2005 all newscasts 

Duration: 10:30 

Lee & Charlotte County Commissioners continue to try to find a way for the state to 

purchase a portion of the 91,000 acre ranch that straddles and Lee Charlotte County line.  

The state has proposed a purchase at $7,000/acre adding up to approximately $40million.  

We follow this ongoing process as Kitson requests zoning changes and Commissioners 

consider road development projects and finally in November and December as the 

Governor and his Cabinet and successively Lee and Charlotte County commissioners 

approve a plan. 

 

Title: Oil Drilling in the Gulf of Mexico 

Date/Time: October 4, 2005 11pm 

Duration: 2:15 

The rising price of oil and increasing need for energy in our country has politicians 

looking at drilling for oil in the Gulf of Mexico. It used to be unthinkable now politicians 

are compromising to have the drilling 100 miles off our shore.  The report also looks at 

Gov Bush considering alternative sources of energy in the state. 

 

Title: Eagle Nesting Season 

Date/Time: October 13, 2005  6pm 11pm 

Duration: 2:00 

October marks the start of eagle nesting season.  We warn viewers not to disturb or even 

look in nests and tell viewers the fines they may face if they go within 150 feet of a nest. 

 

Title: Red Tide 

Date/Time: October 2005 various newscasts 

Duration: 10:00 

Red tide and the resulting fish kills are making southwest Florida beaches smelly and 

unpleasant.  Many people have breathing problems from the toxins released by the algae 

blooms.  We track the blooms along the coast line and let viewers know which beaches 

are impacted.  The red tide and dead fish are also causing problems for local hotels. Some 

people are cancelling their trips.  The local visitor and convention bureau is counseling 

hotels on how to handle the problem. 

 

Title: Everglades Restoration 

Date/Time: November 15, 2005 

Federal funding for ongoing restoration and conservation in the Everglades is approved in 

the Senate.  Florida Senator Bill Nelson has fought hard for the dollars that will go to the 

Army Corps of Engineers, the Nat’l Park Service and US Fish & Wildlife. 

 

 

HEALTH & MEDICAL NEWS 
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Title: On Call Report 

Date/Time: Mon-Fri 6am 

Duration: 2:30 

Each weekday we broadcast a medical or health news related segment.  Examples of 

topics include: traumatic brain injuries – how to prevent them and what rehabilitation and 

recovery entails, flu shots and their availability this year, how to avoid gaining weight 

during the upcoming holidays 

 

Title: Health Wrap Up 

Date/Time: Mon-Fri 10am 

Duration: 2:00 

Every weekday in our 10am broadcast we provide a story regarding people health – 

topics include: the connection between smoking and breast cancer, how weight impacts 

heart health, MP3 players leading to hearing loss 

 

Title: Breast Cancer Awareness Month 

Date/Time: October 4, 2005 6am 

Duration: 3:15 

October is breast cancer awareness month.  The best prevention is early detection we 

conduct an interview with the national president of the American Cancer Society to 

explain how women can get exams. 

 

Title: Prevention of Sudden Infant Death Syndrome 

Date/Time: October 4, 2005 6PM 

Duration: 2:15 

2500 babies die each year of SIDS.  We tell viewers that babies between 2-4 months old 

are at highest risk  Also babies exposed to cigarette smoke, extreme temperatures, those 

who are bottle fed and use pacifiers as well as those that sleep on their stomachs are at 

increased risk. 

 

Title: Flu Shots 

Date/Time: November 7, 2005 6pm 

Duration: 3:15 

The public health depts across southwest Florida are providing flu shots.  We show 

viewers how many people are getting flu shots, the availability of the vaccine and provide 

the specifics on days and times when people can go to the health depts. in Lee, Collier 

and Charlotte counties to get vaccines. 

 

 

 


