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ISSUES 

 

HURRICANES 

Hurricane Charley did extreme damage to Charlotte County.  Our viewers are 

extremely sensitive to and aware of all issues hurricane related.  They better appreciate 

that hurricanes are a reality and will impact them.  In this quarter we usher in the first 

hurricane season following this devastating storm.  We explain to viewers what they must 

understand about their insurance policy, that RV parks will be kept out of flood zones, we 

tell them about tax free week for hurricane supplies, hurricane preparedness week and the 

first tropical storm of the season Arlene. 

 

CONSUMER ISSUES 

 Our viewers like easy to use information that will improve their lives and help 

them be better consumers.  This quarter we warn them about a roofing company that is 

placing calls hoping to take advantage of concerns after Hurricane Charley.  We warn 

viewers of the scam and how they should handle a call.  We warn viewers about a rash of 

smash and grab robberies affecting cars at certain Naples strip malls.  We warn 

homeowners about citrus canker a disease that could force homeowners to have to burn 

their trees. 

 

DEVELOPMENT 

 SWFLA is developing rapidly with a new airport terminal, a new 4 year 

university, dramatic home building and all the challenges that come with a booming area.  

We follow the hurdles that face the start of construction for Ave Maria University.  It is a 

new four year college being built in rural Collier County.  We show viewers the exciting 

new airport terminal being built at RSW.  We explain the efforts of local politicians to 

help ease traffic congestion due to the new Coconut Point shopping Center and we profile 

Naples City Council approval to demolish a strip mall to make way for a new village 

within a village. 

 

ENVIRONMENT 

 SWLFA’s environment and climate is what attracts so many new residents and 

tourists.  Many people in our area are passionate about the unique attributes of our 

beaches and swamps.  Since the area’s beauty lured them here, they want to keep it the 

way they found it.  But with so many people arriving and visiting the area is experiencing 

considerable growth.  We provide many news stories focusing on our environment and 

what is threatening it and how some are trying to protect it.  This quarter we cover the 

advances being made to study red tide, potential ways to fight red tide and an incoming 

bloom of the red algae.  We also cover a huge step for the Everglades Restoration Project.  



 

 
2 

The state has finally taken a 100 acre+ tract of land that has been holding up the project.  

Now it can move forward as the state intends to flood the land and restore the original 

movement of the water in the southern part of our state.  We also continue to cover the 

efforts of the State to purchase Babcock Ranch and the preserve that tract of land in 

Charlotte and Lee Counties. 

 

POPE JOHN PAUL II 

 Pope John Paul the II passes away.  The loss of the world leader of the Catholic 

Church profoundly impacts local Catholics in southwest Florida.  We cover the events as 

they unfold in Vatican City, explain the ceremonies and the procedures following the 

death of a Pope and the election of new Pope.  We share the Cardinals who are being 

considered and show all the local services and connections that SWFLA have to the 

Pope. 

 

 

PROGRAMS LIST 

WZVN broadcasts more than 20 hours of local news programming per week and more 

than 27 hours of national news per week.  The station handles issues of concern within 

these newscasts.  Often times the station will provide in-depth coverage on a major story 

affecting southwest Florida.  This coverage in many cases goes on for months as we 

follow the issue until resolution. 

 

LOCAL 

Weekdays: 5am-6am, 6am-7am, 6pm-6:30pm, 11pm-11:35pm 

Saturdays: 7am-8am, 6:30pm-7pm, 11pm-11:30pm 

Sundays: 7am-8am, 6:30pm-7pm, 11pm-11:30pm 

 

“Wednesday’s Child” – A weekly segment broadcast on Wednesdays in our local 6pm 

news where anchor Stacey Deffenbaugh profiles children in our foster system who need 

homes. 

 

 

NATIONAL (provided by the ABC Television Network) 

Weekdays: 7am-9am  6:30pm-7pm  11:35pm-12:05am, 3am-5am 

 

 

 

HURRICANES 

 

Title: RVs banned from Flood Zones 

Date/Time:  April 4, 2005 11pm 

Duration: 2:30 

This is just an example of a nearly daily update we do on a variety of topics dealing with 

the aftermath of Hurricane Charley.  Lee County Commissioners work to implement a 

law that will keep Mobile Home Parks out of Flood zones, the efforts of the Mayor of 

Naples to change the meaning of “mandatory evacuations”, the results of  a Lee County 
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study on how the Emergency Operations Center handled the storm and a bill in the state 

house to crack down on insurance fraud.  

 

Title: Hurricane Preparation Week 

Date/Time: May 15, 20005 6:30pm 

Duration: 4:30  

Hurricane season begins in two weeks and this week is Hurricane Preparation week and 

this time the President is getting involved and encouraging residents to prepare and have 

an evacuation plan.  We discuss what should be in hurricane kits, how evacuation plans 

are made, Dr. Gray’s predictions for this season and lingering FEMA and insurances 

issues from last hurricane season. 

 

Title: Hurricane Insurance 

Date/Time: May 31, 2005 6pm 

Duration: 2:30 

The State of Florida has developed a new web site focused on encouraging Floridians to 

check their insurance before hurricane season starts. Allstate has dropped 95,000 homes.  

However 6 new companies are coming to the state to sell policies.  

 

Title: Hurricane Supplies 

Date/Time: June 1, 2005 6pm 

Duration: 2:00 

Today hurricane supplies can be purchased tax free.  Today is the start of hurricane 

season and residents are encouraged to get prepared one incentive is that hurricane 

supplies will be available for purchase tax free. 

 

Title: Hurricane Insurance/Collier County Return System 

Date/Time: June 1, 2005 11pm 

Duration: 3:30 

Today is the start of hurricane season and we explain to viewers the checklist they must 

make to better understand their coverage.  Today Gov Bush signs a bill requiring 

insurance companies to tell you in clear language what your policies cover.  And Collier 

County changes its system for residents to return following a storm. 

 

Title: Tracking Arlene 

Date/Time: June 10, 2005  6pm 

Duration: 8:00 

We are tracking Tropical Storm Arlene which is dumping lots of rain over western Cuba.  

We provide the track and expected intensity of the storm.  We explain that this storm is 

more of a rain event than a wind event.  But following Hurricane Charley last year and 

the unexpected intensification and turn it took residents are preparing.  Local emergency 

officials are thankful for the wake up call and that people are getting prepared.  We also 

explain the concerns surrounding standing water and the fact that while it looks like fun, 

kids should not be in it.  

 

CONSUMER ISSUES 
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Title: Smash and Grab  

Date/Time: April 4, 2005 6pm  

Duration: 2:30  

After a series of smash and grab robberies in mall parking lots in Collier County, WZVN 

reporters talk with police to explain how car owners need to protect their belongings and 

not make themselves a target. 

 

Title: New Drug, Aricept,  to Slow Alzheimers 

Date/Time: April 13, 2005 

Duration: 4:00  

Studies reveal a new drug named Aricept may help to slow the progression of 

Alzheimers.  WZVN’s reporter sits down and speaks with a patient who may be an 

example of how this drug works. This story emphasizes how early treatment is critical to 

having a chance to slow the progression of the disease. 

 

Title: Hurricane Call Scam 

Date/Time: June 10, 2005 11pm  

Duration: 3:30 

We provide viewers with a warning about a new telemarketing scheme that has appeared 

in our area where a woman calls homeowners claiming to be a TV meteorologist and tells 

viewers to watch tonight for a hurricane special.  We investigate the situation and find the 

calls are coming from a roofing company out of Miami preying on residents.  We explain 

what people should do if they receive one of these calls and how they can file a 

complaint. 

 

Title: Citrus Canker 

Date/Time: June 14, 2005  6pm 

Duration: 3:00  

Citrus canker is hitting southwest Florida we visit a nursery in Hendry County that had to 

burn 650,000 trees.  Inspectors have also found citrus canker on a tree in Fort Myers.  

Part of the Edison Home is under quarantine. 

 

 

DEVELOPMENT 

 

Title: Ave Maria 

Date/Time: April 4, 2005  6pm  April 13, 2005 6pm  June 14, 2005  6pm 

Duration: 6:30 

After years of planning, construction will finally begin on Ave Maria University.  Today 

our cameras had the opportunity to show viewers a sneak peak at what the $100 million 

dollar facility will look like.  We follow this about a week later with a story explaining 

that construction will be delayed due to the fact that Lee County Commissioners haven’t 

approved a wide widening project.  Finally on June 14 Lee Commissioners vote to allow 

construction to begin. 
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Title: New Airport Terminal 

Date/Time: May 15, 2005 6:30pm 

Duration: 3:00  

30,000 people take the opportunity to get a first look at the new airport terminal.  We 

provide live coverage from the airport.  People waiting in lines 5 miles long to look at the 

huge new facility and many are thrilled with the size and look. The new terminal is 

expected to open July 20
th

. 

 

Title: Naples Downtown Revitilization 

Date/Time: June 1, 2005  6pm   

Duration: 2:30 

Naples City Council approves a plan to level Grand Central Station, a dilapidated strip 

mall and create a new village of sorts for Naples.  

 

Title: Exploring the possibility of a New Interchange for I 75  

Date/Time: June 14, 2005 6pm 

Duration:  3:00  

In an effort to alleviate major traffic tie ups, the Bonita Springs City Council will hear a 

proposal to add an interchange at Coconut Road. 

 

ENVIRONMENT 

 

Title: Everglades Restoration – Man Forced to Sell Home 

Date/Time: April 13, 2005  6pm 

Duration:  2:45  

Everglades Restoration moves forward after Jesse Hardy is forced to sell his 160 acres to 

the state.  This comes after a 3 year battle and now the state can flood the land in hope of 

saving the 55 thousand acres.  Without this parcel of land the state could not move 

forward on Everglades Restoration.  The State paid Hardy $5 million.  

 

Title: Babcock Ranch 

Date/Time: April 12, 2005 6pm 11pm April 13, 2005  6pm 11pm  

Duration: 4:00  

Babcock family turns down two state offers to buy the land.  We follow the next day with 

a story on how Charlotte and Lee County Commissioners work to figure out a different 

way to purchase Babcock Ranch after the ranch owners turned down a two part offer 

including $455 million. 

 

 

Title: Red Tide 

Date/Time:  April 12, 2005 6pm  May 17, 2005 6pm  May 31, 2005 6pm 11pm  June 10, 

2005 11pm  June 14, 2005  6pm 

Duration: 8:00 

A 7 month study on red tide is released to Lee County Commissioners.  The study shows 

that nutrients and water releases are partly to blame for the blooms of red tide.  Lee 

Commissioners hope to use this study as a mean to stop major water releases from Lake 
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Okeechobee.  New red tide monitors in the gulf allow scientists to keep tabs on blooms.  

We explain how these monitors will be used and how they benefit residents.  Scientists 

from Mote Marine laboratories present in front of the Lee County Commission to explain 

how they are working to better understand red tide blooms and how to predict and track 

them.  In a subsequent story we show two different methods being developed to fight red 

tide.  And in yet another story we tell viewers about a red tide bloom off of Sarasota that 

is forecast to make its way to our beaches. 

 

Title: No Turtles Laying Eggs 

Date/Time: June 14, 2005  6pm 

Duration: 2:00 

Turtles nests are at half  the numbers of typical years. Scientists are trying to understand 

why. Perhaps the heavy hurricane season last year has led to the drop. 
 

 

 

PASSING OF POPE JOHN PAUL II 

 

Title: Conflicting Reports of Popes Passing & Local Services 

Date/Time: April 1, 2005  6pm 

Duration: 7:00 

Conflicting reports have been received regarding Pope John Paul II.  We explain the 

confusion, the latest report from the Vatican and attend local services where residents are 

showing up in droves to pray for the Pope.  We also explain the very specific process of 

how the Vatican handles the passing of a Pope and the election of a new Pope.  

 

Title: Status Update on the Pope/Rituals Surrounding the Pope/Local Impact 

Date/Time: April 1, 2005 11pm 

Duration: 6:00 

We provide an update on how the Pope is doing, explain the rituals that surround the 

Pope and the rituals of the Catholic Church.  We also explain the local connection 

through the Diocese of Venice and how our area will be impacted by the passing of the 

Pope.  

 

Title: Pope John Paul the II Dies 

Date/Time: April 2, 2005 6:30pm 

Duration: 10:00 

We explain what is happening in Vatican City and in Southwest Florida following the 

death of John Paul II. The official 9 day mourning period now begins. We provide 

coverage from a local mass as many local parishes add special services for Catholics to 

come together to pray.  

 

Title: Following the Death of John Paul the II 

Date/Time: April 2, 2005 11pm 

Duration: 6:00  

We follow the latest coverage from Rome and what is happening in Vatican City and 

introduce our viewers to a family in SWFLA from Poland and what John Paul the II has 
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meant.  We explain that in the course of the next 15 days a new Pope will be elected and 

exactly what procedure if followed. 

 

Title: Popes Body Lies in State 

Date/Time: April 3, 2005 6:30pm 

Duration: 6:00 

The Pope body lies in state.  Millions from around the world flock to Vatican City 

following the death of Pope John Paul II. We show many different ways locally and 

around the world that people are paying tribute to the Pope – Catholics as well as non-

Catholics.  

 

Title: Pope John Paul II 

Date/Time: April 3, 2005  11pm 

Duration: 4:00 

This is the first time that the public was able to see the dead body of a Pope as showed by 

Vatican TV.  Meanwhile Rome and Vatican City are preparing for an influx of people for 

the Pope’s funeral.  Locally, we find out that merchandise related to the Pope is selling 

out quickly as people seek to have something to remember him by. 

 

Title: The Latest on the Events Surrounding the Passing of John Paul II 

Date/Time: April 4, 2005  6pm 

Duration: 6:30  

We start with the latest happening in Vatican City and explain what is involved for 

anyone who wants to travel to Rome to pay their final respects.  The Pope will be laid to 

rest on Friday.  We talk with parishoners from St. Ceclia’s about their hopes for the next 

Pope and who that may be.  We cover local services held at Ave Maria. 

 

 


