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Programs containing most significant treatment of community issues:

WZVN regularly broadcasts substantive news reports that address the community issues 
facing southwest Florida which includes Lee, Collier, Charlotte, Hendry, Glades and 
DeSoto counties.  WZVN broadcasts 33 ½ hours of local news programming per week in 
addition to a local public affairs program that runs on Sunday mornings for 30 minutes:
Weekdays: 5am-6am  6am-7am  9am-10am  6pm-6:30pm  7pm-7:30pm  11pm-11:35pm
Saturday & Sunday:    6am-8am    7pm-7:30pm Sa/6:30pm-7pm Su    11pm-11:30pm

Local public affairs program:   
Sunday, 10am-10:30am Behind the Headlines with Amy Oshier

WZVN broadcasts national news and talk programs that address the community issues:
Weekdays:    

ABC Network News    3am-5am (Sun-Thurs)        7am-9am    6:30pm-7pm
The View        11am-12pm
The Chew        1pm-2pm
ABC Nightline    12:35am-1:05am
20/20            10pm-11pm (Fridays only)

Saturday:
    ABC Network News    8am-9am
    World News        6pm-6:30pm
Sunday:
    ABC Network News    8am-9am
    This Week        9am-10am
    World News        6pm-6:30pm

Regularly Broadcast Segments in Daily Newscasts

“Behind the Headlines”: Airs Fridays 9AM, each segment runs approx 2:00
ABC 7 has a partnership with the Naples Daily Newspaper.  Each week the paper 
produces a 30 minute program focusing on local news headliners and issues important to 
Southwest Florida.  On Friday mornings WZVN airs a taped segment with the show host 
previewing the Sunday morning program.

“Weekend Preview”: Airs Thursday’s 9AM, each segment runs approx 2:30
In conjunction with our partnership with Naples Daily News, we air a live segment 
previewing weekend events throughout Southwest Florida with the paper’s entertainment 



reporter.  Events include local festivals and fairs as well as the newest plays, night clubs 
and restaurants.

“Techbytes”: Monday – Friday 5AM
ABC News provides a daily compilation of the top technology stories making headlines.  
It includes consumer oriented stories, information on latest technology breakthroughs and 
apps as well as ways for families to use technology easier.  Run time is approx 1:30 each 
morning.

“America’s Money”: Monday-Friday 6am
Every morning, the newest financial developments are outlined in this report. America’s 
Money offers Contrarian investing insights and breaking financial news. Run time is 
approx. 2:00.

Locally Produced Public Service Announcements

AS1228 – Hispanic Scholarship Fund- :30 – 289 spots 
Awareness PSA about scholarships opportunities for young Hispanic students. 19% of 
the Lee County identifies as Hispanic. The population continues to grow in Collier 
County as well. It nearly doubled in Collier from 2000 to 2010.

AS1228 – Hispanic Scholarship Fund - :30 – 284 spots

AS1230 – Save the Children - :30 – 44 spots
This PSA asks for donations to help feed, clothe and educate children worldwide. In the 
United States and around the world, Save the Children gives children a healthy start, the 
opportunity to learn and protection from harm, by transforming children's lives now, the 
agency changes the course of their future and ours.

AS1225 – AARP Caregiver – :30 – 30 spots 
American Association of Retired Citizens awareness PSA talking about caregivers for 
the elderly. Southwest Florida has a large elderly population, this PSA helps serve them

AS1187 – Habitat for Humanity – :30 - 334 spots
General awareness campaign for affordable housing. Habitat for Humanity works to 
eliminate barriers to a better, healthier, more financially stable life. Habitat for Humanity 
is a private nonprofit organization that is funded through the generosity of local 
individuals, businesses and faith organizations. Since 1982, Habitat for Humanity of Lee 
and Hendry Counties has served over 1,400 families and housed more than 3,000 
individuals.

AS1321 – Kiwanis – :30 - Kids Need Kiwanis – 48 spots
Kiwanis is a global organization of volunteers dedicated to changing the world one child 
and one community at a time. We develop youth as leaders, build playgrounds and raise 
funds for pediatric research. Our members help shelter the homeless, feed the hungry, 
mentor the disadvantaged and care for the sick. 



AS1014 -  Al Anon – :20 - 37 spots
Since its founding in 1951, Al-Anon Family Groups has published more than 100 books 
and pamphlets that share a single purpose; to help family and friends recover from the 
effects of someone else’s drinking.

AP1641 – Magic Mondays 5-1 POB - :30 – 70 spots
WZVN teamed up with Disney, First Book and the Kiwanis Club of Fort Myers-Edison 
for this year’s Magic of Storytelling campaign. Magic Mondays happened each week in 
May live on WZVN at 9am.

AP1642 – Magic Mondays 5-8 POB :30 – 55 spots

AP1643 – Magic Mondays 4-15 - :30 – 57 spots

AP1996 – Magic Mondays This May - :30 - 365

AP1951  - :30 -  Magic of Storytelling – 135 spots
DATG thrives on creative, inspiring storytelling. To foster this creativity, DATG partners 
with First Book for the “Magic of Storytelling” campaign. Together, we challenge 
Americans to share their love of reading with the children in their community. Through 
this campaign, Disney and First Book have donated millions of books to children in need, 
encouraging them to read and create the stories of tomorrow. 

AP1952 – Magic of Storytelling - :15 – 76 spots
ABC Network initiative for national program about child literacy that is the basis for a 
local May campaign

The following brief entries outline a sampling of the coverage provided by WZVN during 
this quarter.  This is meant to be a sampling only and not an exhaustive list of the 
coverage of the previously cited community issues.

Politics & Government
This quarter WZVN diligently monitored devastating brush fires in Southwest Florida. 
According to Governor Rick Scott’s office, wildfires burned 250% more acreage during 
the first three months of 2017 than the same period in 2016. Our ABC7 StormWarn7 
meteorologists say recent drought conditions have helped to boost the overall fire risk, 
and with rainy season still months away that risk won’t go away anytime soon. ABC 
World News covered an issue that will impact millions of Americans. Today the House 
Republicans voted to repeal and replace the Affordable Care Act. It is health legislation 
passed during Barack Obama’s presidency. Today’s vote means that the health reform 
bill will go to the Senate.

Economy & Local Development
Summer jobs for teenagers are changing. Experts say some traditional retailers in brick 
and mortar stores are taking a hit from the growing online marketplace. Thais Kuoman is 



the youth program manager for CareerSource Southwest Florida. She says the online 
market has definitely affected retail stores. However, that market has not affected stores 
like McDonalds, which is hiring about 300 positions in Southwest Florida right now. 
WZVN has closely followed proposals for a downtown hotel in Fort Myers. Today 
officials revealed the name of the hotel. The new Luminary Hotel and Co. is part of the 
Marriott Autograph collection. Dulani Porter is the Executive VP of SPARK, the group 
responsible for the new title. He says it’s the company’s job to create the story for the 
hotel, which is the foundation around which everything is built, including the name.

Crime & Personal Safety
A new movement aims to teach children about “tricky people” instead of “stranger 
danger”. Experts say it’s not what someone looks like, but instead what they say or do to 
a child that makes them unsafe or tricky. Stranger danger is one issue parents know they 
must address. Lee County has had seven cases just this month. The man who may hold 
the key to the whereabouts of missing 9-year-old Diana Alvarez was found guilty of child 
porn-related charges. Jorge Guerrero was on trial for having naked pictures of the little 
girl on his phone. During his trial, Guerrero admitted to having a sexual relationship with 
Diana.

Health & Medicine
WZVN investigates how much caffeine is too much after a South Carolina teen dies from 
a caffeine overdose. The 16-year-old consumed a large Diet Mountain Dew, a 
McDonald’s café latte, and an energy drink. According to the American Academy 
Pediatrics, adolescents ages 12 to 18 should not consume more than 100 milligrams of 
caffeine per day. WZVN learns woman in their thirties are having children at the highest 
rate since the 1960s and research shows it has its benefits. A study published in the 
European Journal of Developmental Psychology shows older mothers tend to be gentler, 
more patient, and raise children with fewer behavioral problems.

Weather & the Environment
WZVN has the most accurate team of meteorologists in Southwest Florida. This quarter 
WZVN extensively covered an historic dry season in Southwest Florida. Southwest 
Florida faced one of its driest seasons in 6 years. Homeowners are doing everything they 
can to make sure their home is free of brush that could fuel brush fires. Florida Forest 
Service officials say homeowners should keep brush trimmed and away from their 
houses. As rainy season begins, standing water begins to pool across Southwest Florida. 
It becomes a breeding ground for mosquitoes. Gabriela Frei of Lee County says after this 
season’s record drought, she is grateful for the rain. Wayne Gale is the executive director 
for the Lee County Mosquito Control. His department is collecting mosquitoes in traps 
and actually testing them in our laboratories for Zika, for Dengue, and for Chikungunya. 

Community Service
This quarter WZVN teamed up with Disney, First Book and the Kiwanis Club of Fort 
Myers-Edison for this year’s Magic of Storytelling campaign. Magic Mondays happened 
each week in May live on WZVN at 9am, when we reveal the school of the day. Lee 
County students won’t go hungry this summer thanks to the school district. It’s 
participating in a food program that lasts until the end of July. The programs are 



approved for areas of need where 50% or more of the children qualify for free and 
reduced-price meals during the school year. A high school student will be the first 
Immokalee student to attend Harvard University. Jennyfer Torres came to Immokalee 
where her mother, who has a sixth-grade education, worked tirelessly picking fruits and 
vegetables in the hot sun.

Politics & Government
Date/Time: Monday, April 3, 6p, 11p
Duration: 2:00
Title: State Budget Issues
Source: Local
Description: State lawmakers rush to put together a state budget by May 5. The 
Governor, House, and Senate have to agree on a budget, and each has its own version of 
how much it wants to spend. Three big things are standing in the way of agreement: 
property taxes, Medicaid funding, and toxic algae. Clean water is a big issue for 
Southwest Florida. Daniel Andrews with Captains for Clean Water is lobbying for 
legislators to approve spending $1.2 billion to build a reservoir south of Lake 
Okeechobee to store water during the rainy season. The Senate supports spending the 
$1.2 billion. The House and Governor do not.

Date/Time: Tuesday, April 11-12, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm, 6am, 7a, 9a
Duration: 10:00
Title: Governor Scott Declares State of Emergency
Source: Local
Description: This quarter WZVN diligently monitored devastating brush fires in 
Southwest Florida. According to Governor Rick Scott’s office, wildfires burned 250% 
more acreage during the first three months of 2017 than the same period in 2016. Our 
ABC7 StormWarn7 meteorologists say recent drought conditions have helped to boost 
the overall fire risk, and with rainy season still months away that risk won’t go away 
anytime soon. In Collier County, more than 7,200 acres burned in the Picayune Strand 
fire, which impacted nearby schools, closed roads, caused numerous evacuations and 
claimed four homes.

Date/Time: Friday, April 14, 7pm, 11pm
Duration:  3:00
Title: TTD: Collier Beach Renourishment
Source: Local
Description: Collier County leaders consider spending tens of millions of dollars to widen 
Naples beaches. County commissioners are considering a way to protect the coastlines 
from the impacts of storm surge and sea level rise. Commissioner Penny Taylor wants 
higher sand dunes and longer, bigger beaches. The proposed plan would widen beaches 
by 50 feet, add breakwaters, raise the height of dunes, and add coarser sand that won’t 
blow away.



Date/Time: Monday, May 1, 11pm
Duration: 2:00
Title: FM Council Fatigue
Source: Local
Description: Some fear Fort Myers city council members are experiencing fatigue during 
long council meetings, effectively impacting decisions made during votes. For weeks 
council meetings have lasted as long as eight hours. And some of those meetings spill 
into the next day and last nearly as long.

Date/Time: Friday, May 5-6, 6p, 7p, 11p, 5a, 6a, 9a
Duration: 10:00
Title: AHCA House Vote
Source: National
Description: ABC World News covered an issue that will impact millions of Americans. 
Today the House Republicans voted to repeal and replace the Affordable Care Act. It is 
health legislation passed during Barack Obama’s presidency. Today’s vote means that the 
health reform bill will go to the Senate.

Date/Time: Monday, May 15, 6p, 7p, 11p
Duration: 3:00
Title: Governor Scott Tourism
Source: Local
Description: Governor Rick Scott announces 31.1 million people visited the state during 
the first three months of the year. It’s a 2.5% jump over the same period in 2016. Lee 
County beaches continue to be a top tourist attraction in Southwest Florida, but numbers 
for the first quarter of 2017 dipped. During the winter of 2017, the beaches of Fort Myers 
and Sanibel hosted more than 1.3 million visitors, down just barely a percent from 2016. 
Those visitors spent nearly $1.15 billion, also down over a percent from last year.

Date/Time: Friday, June 2, 6p, 11p
Duration: 2:00
Title: Medical Marijuana Delay
Source: Local
Description: State lawmakers reach an agreement to make medical marijuana available in 
Florida. It could be one of the only bills to pass during a three-day special session where 
there were fears lawmakers would not accomplish work on other issues. However, some 
are upset with a stipulation of the bill that does not allow medical marijuana patients to 
smoke the medicine.

Date/Time: Monday, June 5, 6p, 7p
Duration: 2:00
Title: Trump Birth Control Ruling
Source: Local
Description: Thousands of American women who receive free birth control benefits 
under the Affordable Care Act could end up losing them under a new rule proposed by 



the President Trump administration. The new rule expands the number of employers and 
insurers who would qualify for exemptions from the current law. Federal officials have 
drafted a new policy that would allow employers and insurers to deny birth control 
coverage to employees based on moral or religious objections.

Date/Time: Monday, June 12, 11p
Duration: 2:00
Title: ICE Jail Holds
Source: Local
Description: Some Florida sheriff’s offices are concerned they might be breaking the law 
when it comes to illegal immigrants’ civil rights. Some Florida counties are holding 
illegal immigrants in jail for longer than a 48 hour period. Under President Donald 
Trump’s administration, ICE issues civil arrest warrants signed by an ICE Supervisor, 
which can ask a county to hold detainees 48 hours or longer.

Economy & Local Development
Date/Time: Monday, April 3, 6p, 11p
Duration:  2:00
Title: Daniels Development
Source: Local
Description: This quarter WZVN speaks with neighbors who are concerned about 
proposed developments to build nearly 2,000 homes and apartments off Daniels Parkway 
in Lee County. The road is already busy with daily commuters; neighbors fear the influx 
of residents will clog the road further. Marcia Evans lives off Daniels Parkway she says 
now even the slightest traffic hiccup like a flat tire or fender bender causes Daniels to 
come to a standstill. If county commissioners approve the development, they must get 
approval from the state before it can move forward.

Date/Time: Thursday, April 20, 6p, 7p
Duration:  2:00
Title: Harborside Hotel Brand Reveal
Source: Local
Description: WZVN has closely followed proposals for a downtown hotel in Fort Myers. 
Today officials revealed the name of the hotel. The new Luminary Hotel and Co. is part 
of the Marriott Autograph collection. Dulani Porter is the Executive VP of SPARK, the 
group responsible for the new title. He says it’s the company’s job to create the story for 
the hotel, which is the foundation around which everything is built, including the name. 
Porter and her team saw the rich history behind innovators like Thomas Edison who have 
called Fort Myers home.

Date/Time: Monday, May 1-2, 6p, 11p, 5a, 6a, 9a
Duration: 5:00
Title: Tiny Home Proposal in Punta Gorda
Source: Local



Description: WZVN learns a developer wants to build a tiny home community in Punta 
Gorda at the corner of Cooper Street and Airport Road. Don Musili is the president of 
Englewood Incubation Center. Musili has used 3D printers to come up with models for 
tiny homes. He believes tiny homes are the future of affordable housing in Southwest 
Florida. The homes would have a few bedrooms, a living area, bathroom, and kitchen. 
They would range from 400-800 square feet.

Date/Time: Friday, May 12-13, 6p, 7p, 11p, 5a, 6a, 9a
Duration: 30:00
Title: Drought Costs
Source: Local
Description: This season is one of the worst droughts in years. It is causing growers in 
Southwest Florida to lose profits. Local producers say it costs more to water plants than 
what they expect to get in return. Horace Brittain is one of those producers who has a big 
choice to make if he should close his business or stay open to compete with major 
retailers. Wayne Simmons of LaBelle Fruit Company is precise on watering his citrus 
trees. Every drop is another expense as the cost to grow increases and the retail price also 
increases.

Date/Time: Monday, May 15, 6p
Duration: 2:00
Title: I-75 Colonial Improvements
Source: Local
Description: WZVN learns some Lee County roads are not prepared for the county’s 
growing population, especially Interstate 75 and Colonial Boulevard. In a first-of-its-kind 
project for FDOT, the department plans to spend nearly $47 million to change the way 
drivers access I-75. Steve Walls is the Southwest Area director for FDOT. He tells us the 
department plans to build a restricted crossing U-turn at the Forum. It gives drivers 
protection to make U-turns with ease. FDOT will also install a continuous flow 
intersection and a diverging diamond interchange as part of the project. Construction is 
expected to begin as soon as 2019.

Date/Time: Thursday, June 1, 7p
Duration: 2:00
Title: Teens Summer Job Hunt
Source: Local
Description: Summer jobs for teenagers are changing. Experts say some traditional 
retailers in brick and mortar stores are taking a hit from the growing online marketplace. 
Thais Kuoman is the youth program manager for CareerSource Southwest Florida. She 
says the online market has definitely affected retail stores. However, that market has not 
affected stores like McDonalds, which is hiring about 300 positions in Southwest Florida 
right now. 

Date/Time: Monday, June 12, 7p
Duration: 2:00



Title: SWFL Breweries
Source: Local
Description: Craft breweries are exploding in Southwest Florida. Since 2012, 13 
breweries have opened in Southwest Florida. JoAnn Elardo owns Big Blue Brewing in 
Cape Coral. She tells us women are helping drive the demand of breweries. 

Date/Time: Monday, June 26 6p, 11p
Duration: 2:00
Title: Cape Paving Plan
Source: Local
Description: The City of Cape Coral is planning to resurface 140 miles of pothole-
plagued roads this year, but some of the most badly damaged roads won’t see any of the 
work. Ray Farris drives Old Burnt Store Road nearly every day. He tells WZVN he has to 
drive slow to avoid all of the potholes. The city is in the process of a 5-year resurfacing 
plan. In 2017, a total of 140 miles of roadway will see new pavement, including some of 
the busiest strips in the city – parts of Cape Coral Parkway and Skyline Boulevard.

Crime & Personal Safety
Date/Time: Tuesday, April 11-12, 7p, 11p, 5a, 6a, 9a
Duration:  3:00
Title: ‘Tricky’ People
Source: Local
Description: A new movement aims to teach children about “tricky people” instead of 
“stranger danger”. Experts say it’s not what someone looks like, but instead what they 
say or do to a child that makes them unsafe or tricky. Stranger danger is one issue parents 
know they must address. Lee County has had seven cases just this month. Michael 
Prettyman is a Cape Coral father who says he warns his children that threats can be 
everywhere.

Date/Time: Tuesday, April 18, 6p, 7p, 11p
Duration:  3:00
Title: Whiskey Creek Drone
Source: Local
Description: A Lee County father says he caught a neighbor using a drone to spy on his 
young children. Even more troubling, the same neighbor was arrested last month for 
trying to lure a child into his car. Jonathan Smiley said he first noticed a drone flying over 
his home in the Whiskey Creek neighborhood last week. Smiley says he grew more 
concerned when he learned the pilot was a neighbor who was arrested recently. Deputies 
say 30-year-old Marcus Summ, who was arrested last month after investigators say he 
was caught on surveillance video trying to lure a child into his car. When reached for 
comment, Summ’s father told WZVN the drone is equipped with a camera that feeds 
back live images. He insisted his son was using the drone to practice.



Date/Time: Tuesday, May 9, 7p
Duration: 2:00
Title: Massage Arrest in Bonita Springs
Source: Local
Description: An employee at a Bonita Springs spa was arrested after a months-long 
investigation. Deputies claim Marco DeTomaso sexually assaulted a customer while 
giving her a massage. The victim immediately left the room and told employees at 
Massage Luxe to call the police. DeTomaso reportedly left the business despite being 
instructed by the owner to stay until authorities arrived. DeTomaso faces one count of 
sexual battery. He bonded out of jail.

Date/Time: Tuesday, May 16-17, 6p, 7p, 11p, 5a, 6a, 9a
Duration: 5:00
Title: Jorge Guerrero Guilty
Source: Local
Description: The man who may hold the key to the whereabouts of missing 9-year-old 
Diana Alvarez was found guilty of child porn-related charges. Jorge Guerrero was on trial 
for having naked pictures of the little girl on his phone. During his trial, Guerrero 
admitted to having a sexual relationship with Diana. She disappeared from her home in 
May 2016. Guerrero is the only suspect named in her disappearance, he has never been 
charged in the missing case. Guerrero is scheduled to be sentenced on August 14 for his 
child pornography conviction.

Date/Time: Friday, May 19, 6p, 7p, 11
Duration: 4:00
Title: Cape Pool Fence Installed
Source: Local
Description: This quarter WZVN covered a high-profile tragedy in Cape Coral. One-
year-old and three-year-old siblings drowned in a pool at their condo complex. The 
toddlers wandered outside and fell into the pool while their father was watching them. 
Today a fence was installed around the pool, but it did not pass inspection. The inspector 
found a type of deficiency and now the company that installed the barrier must fix it.

Date/Time: Monday, June 5, 7p
Duration: 2:00
Title: Marco Island Ambulance
Source: Local
Description: WZVN alerts our viewers about concerns over access to ambulances on 
Marco Island. This quarter we learned there is one ambulance in service for the more than 
16,000 people on the island. The city council is now requesting a second ambulance. 
Nora Malimi owns the Bijoux Boutique on Marco. She tells us over the last decade more 
people have moved to the island. The island gets a second part-time ambulance during 
peak season, but only for 12 hours of the day. Marco Island council member Jared 
Grifoni wants to ask Collier County for a second full-time ambulance year-round.



Date/Time: Thursday, June 8, 6p, 11p
Duration: 2:00
Title: Michael Russo Trial
Source: Local
Description: WZVN closely followed a high-profile murder trial in Charlotte County. 
Michael Russo was found guilty of second degree murder and first degree arson in the 
death of Kyle Farishian. Russo was on trial for the 2015 murder of the 18-year-old 7-
Elevent clerk. The teen was shot multiple times before Russo set his body on fire. Russo 
is scheduled for sentencing in July.

Date/Time: Friday, June 9, 6p, 11p
Duration: 4:00
Title: Massage Parlor Raid
Source: Local
Description: WZVN warns our viewers about possible human trafficking connected to 
three massage parlors in Collier County. The Florida Department of Law Enforcement 
shut down the businesses. 14 people were arrested across Lee and Collier counties. 
Smiley Castaneda own a business near one of the shut down massage parlors. He says the 
business opened a few months ago. The 14 people arrested in the raid all face 
racketeering charges.

Date/Time: Wednesday, June 14, 6p
Duration: 2:00
Title: Kidnapping Arrests Follow
Source: Local
Description: Three Lee County people are arrested and accused of kidnapping a woman 
and holding her hostage for five days. Investigators say the woman managed to escape 
after running to a neighbor and asking for help. Frank Ortega, Aranyelis Garcia-Ramon, 
and Eric Gomez turned themselves into police. They are charged with kidnapping, 
aggravated assault, and aggravated battery.

Health & Medicine
Date/Time: Tuesday, April 11, 7p
Duration:  2:00
Title: Becoming a Mother Later in Life
Source: Local
Description: WZVN learns woman in their thirties are having children at the highest rate 
since the 1960s and research shows it has its benefits. A study published in the European 
Journal of Developmental Psychology shows older mothers tend to be gentler, more 
patient, and raise children with fewer behavioral problems. Jennifer Parris of North Fort 
Myers says older mothers are more mature and have more patience. Dr. Karysse Trandem 
with Women’s Healthcare Physicians of Naples says advanced maternal age is 35 years 
old. The baby’s heart rate is checked more often when caring for a mother to be over 35 
and problems are rare. Trandem says women who have babies at age 35 or greater are 
living longer. 



Date/Time: Tuesday, April 18, 7p, 11p
Duration: 4:00
Title: 13 Reasons Why
Source: National
Description: ABC World News reports a suicide prevention advocacy group is speaking 
out about the new Netflix original series “13 Reasons Why”. The teen drama centers on a 
high school student who kills herself. Dan Reidenberg is the executive director for 
Suicide Awareness Voices of Education says the series does more harm than good. He 
fears young people will overidentify with the main character in the series, and we will see 
an increase in teen suicides because of the show. Suicide is the second leading cause of 
death among people aged between 15 and 34 years old, according to the U.S. Centers fro 
Disease Control and Prevention. Jay Asher is the author of the book “13 Reasons Why’. 
He say suicide is an uncomfortable thing to talk about, but it happens, and so we have to 
talk about it. 

Date/Time: Monday, April 24, 7p, 11p
Duration: 4:00
Title: Fidget Spinner Toy
Source: Local
Description: WZVN digs into the hottest new toy for people who have trouble 
concentrating. Fidget Spinners are marketed to reduce stress. It claims kids and adults 
who suffer from ADD, ADHD, and anxiety, but some Southwest Florida mental health 
experts are not convinced. Maribeth Lichty is a licensed clinical social worker. She says 
she can’t see the toy improving concentration, but she does think it would be a great 
distraction.

Date/Time: Thursday, April 27, 7p
Duration:  3:00
Title: Essential Oils
Source: Local
Description: Essential Oils are becoming a more popular form of treatment in mainstream 
medicine. Essential oils, like lavender, peppermint, and citrus bliss, are liquid from plants 
that fire off a fragrance that Elizabeth Robinson argues can help patients feel better. 
Robinson is the nursing director for orthopedics and general surgery at Cape Coral 
Hospital. She and her staff use the oils for pain, stroke, and neurology patients. After two 
years of using the therapy, Robinson says it has led to positive benefits with patients, and 
the hospital has plans to continue the practice.

Date/Time: Friday, May 5, 7p
Duration: 3:00
Title: Medical Marijuana Dispensaries
Source: Local
Description: WZVN learns three locations in Lee County are being considered for 
medical marijuana dispensaries. A company called Trulieve is interested in opening up 
two shops in Lee County. When WZVN asked the company why it’s filing permit 
applications in Lee County, Trulieve said it already has several hundred clients in the 



area. Trulieve says it is leaning toward its McGregor Boulevard and South Tamiami Trail 
locations.

Date/Time: Tuesday, May 16, 7p
Duration: 2:00
Title: Caffeine & Energy Drinks
Source: Local
Description: WZVN investigates how much caffeine is too much after a South Carolina 
teen dies from a caffeine overdose. The 16-year-old consumed a large Diet Mountain 
Dew, a McDonald’s café latte, and an energy drink. According to the American Academy 
Pediatrics, adolescents ages 12 to 18 should not consume more than 100 milligrams of 
caffeine per day. Adults should cap caffeine consumption at 400 milligrams a day. Dr. 
Sajatha Ramamurthy of DOCTORS2YOU says caffeine impacts everyone differently, so 
people should know their body and their limitations.

Date/Time: Friday, June 9-10, 6p, 11p, 5a, 6a, 9a
Duration: 5:00
Title: Mosquito Calls Surge in Charlotte Co.
Source: Local
Description: Charlotte County mosquito control said it’s received more than 1,000 
complaints in just the past few days. The salt marsh mosquito population is exploding all 
over the county. Evelyn Kalmaer lives in Charlotte County. She told WZVN this is the 
worst year she has seen for mosquitoes in the last 25 years. Mosquito Control Manager 
Scott Schermerhorn said it’s a perfect storm because every time the county gets a chance 
to apply treatments to certain areas, the county is rained out or has high winds and 
thunderstorms.

Date/Time: Friday, June 9, 7p
Duration: 2:00
Title: Toxic Algae Worries
Source: Local
Description: The American Civil Liberties Union is calling out Florida health officials. It 
says the state did not warn people properly about the dangers of last year’s algae bloom. 
The ACLU claims the algae can be linked to major health concerns and the lack of 
transparency jeopardized the health of Floridians. Researchers suggest the deep green 
algae blooming above the surface contained dangerous byproducts being studied for their 
links to liver, respiratory, and neurological diseases.

Date/Time: Friday, June 16, 6p, 7p, 11p
Duration: 4:00
Title: Dunbar Toxic Dump
Source: Local
Description: A potential toxic sludge site in the Dunbar community is getting attention 
across the state, but Fort Myers officials say they’re not changing their feelings and that 
the issue is under control. The toxic sludge sits buried beneath an empty lot between 



Henderson Avenue and Midway Avenue. The city bought the property in the 1960s to 
use as a dump site for a water treatment plant. Records from the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection show the arsenic was discovered in 2007 after the sludge was 
tested. In a recent interview, Fort Myers’ Mayor Randy Henderson said there is no reason 
for residents to be concerned. WZVN learned most recent tests of the are did not detect 
any arsenic.

Weather & the Environment
Date/Time: Monday, April 3, 6p
Duration: 2:00
Title: Cape Water Reservoir
Source: Local
Description: Cape Coral city leaders agree to spend more than $186,000 to help solve a 
drought crisis in the city. The money will hire an engineering firm that will find a way to 
pump water from the Southwest Aggregates Mining Company in Charlotte County. The 
water will eventually reach freshwater canals in Cape Coral. It will serve as a test run to 
see if a permanent water reservoir should be set there for future droughts. Jeff Pearson is 
the Cape Coral Utilities Director says by obtaining the reservoir the city could double its 
current capacity of water that it has during the rainy season.

Date/Time: Friday, April 14-15, 6p, 7p, 11p, 5a, 6a, 9a
Duration:  10:00
Title: Clearing Brush/Preventing Fires
Source: Local
Description: This quarter WZVN extensively covered an historic dry season in Southwest 
Florida. Southwest Florida faced one of its driest seasons in 6 years. Homeowners are 
doing everything they can to make sure their home is free of brush that could fuel brush 
fires. Florida Forest Service officials say homeowners should keep brush trimmed and 
away from their houses.

Date/Time: Monday, April 17, 6p, 7p, 11p
Duration: 5:00
Title: Easter Sunday Fire Man-Made
Source: Local
Description: A brush fire that threatened several homes in Lehigh Acres on East Sunday 
was man-made. The Florida Forest Service said the fire was sparked by an ATV, which is 
leaving some nearby homeowners upset. Paul Benstine lives in the 10-acre burn area and 
said he saw people riding four-wheelers close to the time the fire started. Fire crews were 
able to get control of the fire Sunday night but were out Monday knocking down hot 
spots.

Date/Time: Friday, April 21, 22, 23, 24
Duration: 12 hours
Title: Collier Fire Coverage



Source: Local
Description: This quarter WZVN kept our viewers informed of a dangerous wildfire that 
burned 7,068 acres in Collier County. The fire forced more than 7,000 people to evacuate 
their homes. WZVN is committed to informing our viewers of danger in their 
community. We provided live breaking cut-ins for our viewers and aired a breaking news 
crawl to keep our viewers constantly updated on evacuations. Overall, the fire destroyed 
9 buildings. Families were able to return to their homes 

Date/Time: Monday, May 22, 6p, 7p, 11p
Duration: 5:00
Title: SWFL Mosquitoes
Source: Local
Description: As rainy season begins, standing water begins to pool across Southwest 
Florida. It becomes a breeding ground for mosquitoes. Gabriela Frei of Lee County says 
after this season’s record drought, she is grateful for the rain. Wayne Gale is the 
executive director for the Lee County Mosquito Control. His department is collecting 
mosquitoes in traps and actually testing them in our laboratories for Zika, for Dengue, 
and for Chikungunya.

Date/Time: Tuesday, June 6, 6p, 7p, 11p
Duration: 5:00
Title: Marco Island Flooding
Source: Local
Description: This quarter, an intense rainstorm brought 8 inches of rain to Marco Island 
in one evening. Our meteorologist discovered this was more rain than was dropped 
during Hurricane Wilma in 2005. Some businesses even shut down because workers 
couldn’t leave their homes. 

Date/Time: Tuesday, June 6-7, 5a, 6a, 9a, 6p, 7p, 11p
Duration: 15:00
Title: State of Drought
Source: Local
Description: WZVN investigates if recent rainfall is enough to lift Southwest Florida out 
of a drought. We alerted our viewers that Lee and Charlotte counties are still in need of 6 
to 10 inches of rainfall. During the driest point of the season, more than 70% of Florida 
was experiencing extreme drought conditions, the highest percentage since 2013.

Date/Time: Thursday, June 8, 7p, 11p
Duration: 2:00
Title: Westchase Apartment Leaks
Source: Local
Description: A Fort Myers woman is homeless after water began gushing into her 
apartment. Melissa Butler told us she was in shock when water began pouring all over her 
bedroom. During Wednesday’s storms, a small leak in her ceiling quickly ballooned to a 



big problem. Westchase Apartments is now paying for her to stay in a hotel while her 
apartment is fixed.

Date/Time: Friday, June 16, 7p
Duration: 2:00
Title: Cape Irrigation Water Rates
Source: Local
Description: Cape Coral is looking for ways to conserve water even after watering 
restrictions have been lifted. Cape Coral recovered from a serious drought that brought 
irrigation schedules to one day a week. City Manager John Szerlag wants council to 
consider a charge for irrigation water. Right now, homeowners pay an approximate flat 
fee of $10 for irrigation water. The new plan would meter usage. The idea is early in the 
process. The city manager would have to formally propose this in his budget and then 
city council would have to approve.

Community Service
Date/Time: Thursday, April 6, 5a, 6a, 9a, 6p, 7p, 11p
Duration:  10:00
Title: Star Jones, Go Red for Women
Source: Local
Description: Well-known attorney, author, and former co-host of The View, Star Jones 
visits Southwest Florida to talk about heart health in women. She spoke to several 
hundred women about her open heart surgery and cardiac recovery, as well as the 
proactive ways women can cut down their risk of heart attack and stroke. She said 
exercising portion control and exercising on a regular basis is the beginning of heart 
health.

Date/Time: Monday, April 17, 7p
Duration: 2:00
Title: Waterkeepers: Radio Towers
Source: Local
Description: A fight is underway over the future of a 40-year-old radio tower 30 miles off 
the coast of Naples. Harrison Langley is the director of the nonprofit Collier County 
Waterkeeper. He says the tower is a great resource he would hate to see disappear. The 
towers were built in the 1970s to help with Air Force communications. Now the 
Department of Defense is considering what to do with the towers, like remove them. The 
waterkeeper wants to turn them into an artificial reef. The Air Force says it is considering 
an artificial reef, but it’s first waiting for funding for an environmental feasibility study.

Date/Time: Thursday, April 27-28, 5a, 6a, 9a, 6p, 7p 11p
Duration:  10:00
Title: Lehigh Fire Families
Source: Local



Description: A Facebook group is helping Lehigh Acres families get back on their feet 
after a devastating brush fire. Perry and Elvis O’Neill escaped the fire that destroyed their 
home. Now they are depending on donations to start over. Perry O’Neill says when 
something like this happens you realize the world does have a lot of good people left. The 
Facebook group Pay it Forward Lehigh Acres has rented a storage unit in Lehigh to 
collect clothes, toiletries, even furniture for fire victims.

Date/Time: Monday, May 1, 8, 15, 22, 19
Duration: 1 hour
Title: Magic Mondays
Source: Local
Description: This quarter WZVN teamed up with Disney, First Book and the Kiwanis 
Club of Fort Myers-Edison for this year’s Magic of Storytelling campaign. Magic 
Mondays happened each week in May live on WZVN at 9am, when we reveal the school 
of the day. On May 1st, WZVN anchors Jeff Butera, Krista Foglesong and Chief 
Meterologist John Patrick gave books to fourth graders at North Fort Myers Arts 
Academy. Elementary students will get free books. For some of them, it’s their first book. 
This is the second year of the program. Last year, WZVN gave out 2,400 books to four 
local schools. In 2017, we plan to hand out 3,000 with an additional surprise gift to each 
school.

Date/Time: Thursday, May 18, 7p
Duration: 2:00
Title: Self Defense for Women
Source: Local
Description: WZVN informs our viewers about how they can defend themselves. Alexis 
Acosta is a trainer at New World Defense and Fitness. She says attackers are often 
looking for an opportunity, so you can avoid a situation all together if you don’t give 
them one. Acosta says cell phones, headphones, and purses can tie up your hands and 
your attention. She says you should put them away when you’re exercising, walking, or 
out anywhere alone so you can see and hear what’s happening around you.

Date/Time: Friday, May 19, 7p
Duration: 2:00
Title: Immokalee HS Student to Harvard
Source: Local
Description: A high school student will be the first Immokalee student to attend Harvard 
University. Jennyfer Torres came to Immokalee where her mother, who has a sixth-grade 
education, worked tirelessly picking fruits and vegetables in the hot sun. That’s where her 
mother learned about her daughter’s incredible acceptance. The straight-A student, who 
has never gotten a B, finished with her high school classes by the 10th grade. She spends 
much of her free time volunteering with children. Jennyfer plans to study biology at 
Harvard, go to medical school and become a surgeon to bring better access to healthcare 
to her hometown. 



Date/Time: Monday, May 29-30, 5a, 6a, 9a, 6p, 7p, 11p
Duration: 15:00
Title: Search for Diana Alvarez
Source: Local
Description: One year after a south Lee County girl disappeared from her hom, a search 
group is beginning to look for Diana Alvarez. Peace River Canine Search and Rescue 
team spanned Florida in search for Diana. The rescue group used a new method, still in 
the training and patent phase, to help narrow down the search areas and determine where 
to focus. The rescue group said the decision on how long the search will last will be dat-
to-day depending on how far they search and what they find.

Date/Time: Monday, June 5, 7p
Duration: 2:00
Title: Lee Summer Feeding Program
Source: Local
Description: Lee County students won’t go hungry this summer thanks to the school 
district. It’s participating in a food program that lasts until the end of July. The programs 
are approved for areas of need where 50% or more of the children qualify for free and 
reduced-price meals during the school year. The Lee County School District and USDA 
summer food service program Summer Break Spot is an extension to the free and reduced 
lunch students have during the school year. The district prepares and transports meals to 
90 different sites around the county.

Date/Time: Thursday, June 15, 7p, 11p
Duration: 3:00
Title: LLWS Girl Can Play
Source: Local
Description: A Lee County girl wins an appeal to play postseason baseball after initially 
being denied by Little League World Series officials. Azlynn Gomes is a tenacious 11-
year-old. Gomes was barred from postseason play once she signed a waiver to play 
baseball for the Fort Myers American Little League. After filing an appeal, Gomes was 
given the go-ahead to take the field.


