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South Dakota Public Broadcasting
4th Quarter Radio Issues/Programs Report

October - December 2021
KDSD-FM, KJSD-FM, KESD-FM, KCSD-FM, KUSD-FM, KTSD-FM, KQSD-FM, KPSD-FM, KUSD-FM, KBHE-FM, KZSD-FM

In this quarter, South Dakota Public Broadcasting (SDPB has determined that the most significant issues of importance to our community are as follows:

Arts/Culture Environment
Economic Development Native American Issues
Education                        Politics Government    

In the Moment is SDPB’s daily public affairs program on SDPB Radio. This one-hour program airs at noon (central) and is repeated at 7:00 pm. From this program 
we repurpose content in our daily newscasts, social media posts, two-minute television update, and podcasts.

Issue Name of 
Program/Segment

Date of 
Airing

Time of 
Airing

Duration Narrative of How the Issue was Treated

Arts/Culture In the Moment 19-Nov-21 12:00-1:00 
PM

10:00 Today we celebrate Native American history and heritage by honoring 
the remarkable Marcella LeBeau.  SDPB's Richard Two Bulls tells the 
story of LeBeau's service in WWII and how her devotion to healing 
helped changed the course of modern history.

Arts/Culture In the Moment 23-Nov-21 12:00-1:00 
PM

6:00 Watertown, South Dakota is in the HBO spotlight with a new episode 
of the docu-series “We’re Here.” The show travels across the country 
to small towns with three drag queens, Bob the Drag 
Queen, Shangela and Eureka. The cast and crew filmed in Watertown 
for ten days in July while each queen was paired with a resident 
culminating in a public performance at the Goss Opera House. The 
pairings are created intentionally with folks who have a connection to 
the queer community.
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Arts/Culture In the Moment 02-Dec-21 12:00-1:00 
PM

18:00 Meet the artist doing those crazy realistic Harley paintings. Scott 
Jacobs has made a home in South Dakota as an artist and as a 
community leader. He was the first official licensed Harley Davidson 
artist and now holds licenses through organizations such as Chevrolet 
and Mattel Hot Wheels. He and his wife, Sharon, launched Scott Jacobs 
Studio (a publishing company) in 2004. They moved to Deadwood in 
2016 and opened Jacobs Gallery.

Arts/Culture In the Moment 03-Dec-21 12:00-1:00 
PM

5:30 The Indian Arts and Crafts Act of 1990 was set in place to protect 
Native American artists from frauds.

Arts/Culture In the Moment 28-Dec-21 12:00-1:00 
PM

7:00 A noted Oglala Lakota artist living in Rapid City has just published his 
first book of art, titled Visual/Language: The Ledger Drawings of 
Dwayne Wilcox. The book features more than 50 reproductions of 
Wilcox’s drawings on ledger paper done over three decades. But 
Wilcox himself is equally featured. The book includes a long 
biographical essay written by the book’s editor, Karen Miller Nearburg. 
There’s also a timeline of his life and lists of his awards, presentations, 
exhibits, and contributions to permanent collections.

Economic 
Development

In the Moment 04-Oct-21 12:00-1:00 
PM

4:00 South Dakota's role as a destination for wealthy people to store 
billions of dollars in trust funds — revealed in greater detail this week 
by a massive document trove called the Pandora Papers — is no 
accident. For decades, South Dakota has sought to maintain its stature 
as the premier trust jurisdiction in the United States. One task force 
made up of trust industry officials crafts a bill every year meant to 
keep the state’s trust laws favorable.

Economic 
Development

In the Moment 06-Oct-21 12:00-1:00 
PM

4:00 Avera Health, headquartered in Sioux Falls, is announcing a $50 million 
investment in its workforce. It's a response to a pandemic-driven 
workforce shortage. Kim Jensen, chief human resources officer for 
Avera, said in a news release, “Like never before, we want to recruit 
great employees and retain the great employees we already have.” 
Avera is moving to a $17 per-hour minimum wage. The package also 
includes appreciation gifts, pay increases of $2 per hour for current 
employees, cost reductions for some tiers of health insurance, $1,000 
payments to employees who refer someone from outside Avera, and 
40 hours of front-loaded paid time off for new hires.

https://jacobsgalleryshop.com/
https://jacobsgalleryshop.com/
https://jacobsgalleryshop.com/
https://jacobsgalleryshop.com/
https://jacobsgalleryshop.com/
https://jacobsgalleryshop.com/
https://jacobsgalleryshop.com/
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Economic 
Development

In the Moment 25-Oct-21 12:00-1:00 
PM

5:00 The housing affordability crisis often focuses on people who earn low 
wages or can't work at all. In the Rapid City area, the affordable 
housing challenge goes beyond that, affecting people earning up to 
$50,000 a year. In fact, the overall housing shortage impacts even 
people who make more than that. Now, the local community, 
government and private sector are starting to address the crisis. The 
Black Hills Area Community Foundation is raising millions to provide 
low-interest loans for developers to build affordable housing. 
Meanwhile, Monument Health, the largest employer in the region, is 
renting apartments for new hires who can't find anywhere to live, 
regardless of the cost.

Economic 
Development

In the Moment 01-Nov-21 12:00-1:00 
PM

5:00 Harvest 2021 is an indication industrial help is off to a strong start in 
South Dakota. Because it’s a new crop and there is a learning curve, 
South Dakota farmers who are interested in planting industrial help in 
2022 should start with just a few acres.

Economic 
Development

In the Moment 04-Nov-21 12:00-1:00 
PM

11:00 How to survive the ‘great resignation’ with psychologist Emilia Flint We 
get it — South Dakota workers are tired. Psychologist Emilia Flint joins 
us to talk about record numbers of people reporting depression, 
anxiety, and the feeling of being "burnt out." We explore what we 
have control of, what we can't control, and how to survive "The Great 
Resignation."

Economic 
Development

In the Moment 22-Nov-21 12:00-1:00 
PM

4:00 A Congressional Report says South Dakota suffers one of the nation's 
highest rates of brain drain. That's when large numbers of highly 
educated people leave a state. Some of that drain happens at South 
Dakota Mines in Rapid City. Graduates with science and engineering 
degrees can't always find a job or help start a business within the 
state. Elevate Rapid City is an economic development organization. It 
partnered with the university, the city, and other private businesses to 
provide a space for innovation.

Economic 
Development

In the Moment 02-Dec-21 12:00-1:00 
PM

5:00 The economics of raising Christmas trees.
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Economic 
Development

In the Moment 06-Dec-21 12:00-1:00 
PM

5:00 The Americans with Disabilities Act is more than 30 years old but many 
businesses and tourist attractions remain inaccessible. That can make 
it tough for disabled people to know where they can easily visit. 
Accessible Black Hills is a new volunteer organization that's trying to 
tackle these issues.

Economic 
Development

In the Moment 08-Dec-21 12:00-1:00 
PM

5:00 Democratic U.S. representatives want changes to the trust industry 
after the Pandora Papers revealed some South Dakota-based trusts are 
holding money for clients accused of crime, corruption and human-
rights abuses.

Economic 
Development

In the Moment 13-Dec-21 12:00-1:00 
PM

4:00 State regulators are alleging five violations of gambling laws during the 
first three months of sports betting in Deadwood. The allegations 
involve a total of 12 casinos, betting operators and workers. The new 
gambling option began Sept. 9 and is limited to the city of 
Deadwood. The accusations are made by the Commission on Gaming, 
which meets Wednesday. Most of the allegations relate to accepting 
sports bets of more than $1,000 — the state limit. The commission can 
punish the violations by revoking or suspending gaming licenses. It can 
also impose fines up to $100,000 per violation.

Economic 
Development

In the Moment 16-Dec-21 12:00-1:00 
PM

12:00 A leading business official says government aid for childcare centers 
could help build the state’s workforce. Governor Kristi Noem is using 
100 million dollars of federal COVID-19 relief money for childcare 
providers. Her administration is offering grants to help cover costs of 
opening and running a daycare. David Owen is the president of the 
South Dakota State Chamber of Commerce and Industry. He says more 
and better childcare options are good for employers who need 
workers.

Education In the Moment 06-Oct-21 12:00-1:00 
PM

4:00 The Great Plains Tribal Leaders’ Health Board is premiering a new 
animated series called “Skyhawk Reborn” to address opioid misuse 
and abuse in Indian Country. The series will debut Oct. 8 on Facebook. 
A print format will come out later this year that will include versions in 
Lakota, Dakota and English. Staci Eagle Elk is the Health Board’s Tribal 
Opioid Response program manager. She said the board wanted to try 
something new and creative to reach youth about opioid abuse.

https://boardsandcommissions.sd.gov/bcuploads/Notice%20of%20meeting%20and%20Agenda%2012-15-2021%20w-redaction.pdf
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Education In the Moment 15-Oct-21 12:00-1:00 
PM

4:00 A directive to create “Opportunity Centers” is causing confusion on 
university campuses. Students and community members peppered the 
Board of Regents with questions at a meeting in Vermillion. The board 
is imposing a January 1st deadline for universities to have Opportunity 
Centers in place. The board imposed the deadline after a May letter 
from Governor Kristi Noem. She asked the board to consider whether 
university diversity offices are experiencing “mission creep.” According 
to the board, Opportunity Centers should realign and focus campus 
resources to effectively assess and address the individual needs of all 
students.

Education In the Moment 22-Nov-21 12:00-1:00 
PM

8:30 South Dakota educators and policy makers are continuing to adjust the 
state's social studies standards. The process sets minimum 
requirements for educating South Dakota students. But conflicting 
ideas about the role of Native American history and culture in those 
standards has delayed that process. In September, hundreds marched 
in Pierre to protest what they called the erasure of their legacy.

Education In the Moment 15-Dec-21 12:00-1:00 
PM

4:00 Student-athletes from all over Indian Country are competing in their 
respective sports, including basketball, at the Lakota Nation 
Invitational in Rapid City. But LNI is not just about sports. Over the 
years it's evolved off the court to encompass the importance of 
education and Lakota language, culture, and art. The LNI Knowledge 
Bowl tests students in a broad variety of topics such as math, science, 
English, Native American affairs and more. McKayla Estes has been 
coordinating the LNI Knowledge Bowl for the past 10 years and is 
passionate about the importance of education in students' lives.

Education In the Moment 21-Dec-21 12:00-1:00 
PM

7:00 A $35,000 grant will help fund three years of activities under the 
umbrella of the Northern State University Center for Public History and 
Civic Engagement. The grant comes from the Knight Foundation 
Aberdeen Fund and the South Dakota Community Foundation. 
Northern State University Professor Jon Schaff, Ph.D., the center's 
director, says the grant will help bring regional and national speakers 
to Aberdeen to discuss matters of history, politics, and civics. The grant 
could also fund opportunities to assist regional K-12 teachers in 
boosting history and civics offerings in classrooms.
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Education In the Moment 28-Dec-21 12:00-1:00 
PM

4:00 Music has a way of speaking to a special place in the human heart. 
High schools across the Pine Ridge Reservation received more than 
900 new musical instruments earlier this month. The donation is part 
of the "Tunes for Tots" program by the rock band Widespread Panic, in 
partnership with other non-profits. The donation gives more students 
the opportunity to study music and uphold longstanding traditions. 
SDPB's Richard Two Bulls reports.

Environment In the Moment 04-Nov-21 12:00-1:00 
PM

15:00 U.S. Senator John Thune says more sawmill closures might come as 
soon as next year. The Black Hills National Forest is at a critical 
crossroads, but not for the first time. The U.S. Forest Service is working 
on a new forest plan. Timber harvesting has long been a critical 
component of forest management. Forest Service researchers have 
sounded the alarm that the current timber harvest levels are 
unsustainable. The forest simply cannot keep up with losses from 
recent wildfires, the bark beetle epidemic, and harvesting levels, they 
say. Researchers who compiled what is known as the General 
Technical Report (or GTR) say current logging levels are at least twice 
what the forest can sustain. Meanwhile, the timber and forest 
products industry is already taking hits from a reduction in logging. A 
Hill City sawmill closed in May, eliminating 125 jobs. If other mills 
close, industry representatives say, the infrastructure for managing a 
healthy forest disappears, along with more than 1,000 jobs. We talk 
with U.S. Senator Thune about his recent meeting with U.S. Forest 
Chief Randy Moore.

Environment In the Moment 22-Nov-21 12:00-1:00 
PM

5:00 The owner of the largest sawmill in the Black Hills says it may shut 
down if logging levels are reduced. The Forest Service is proposing to 
reduce timber sales anywhere from 35 to 50 percent. The agency says 
recent logging levels are not sustainable. One by one, 12 ft long 1x5’s 
rip through a planer inside the Spearfish Forestry Products mill just 
west of Black Hills State University.

Environment In the Moment 09-Dec-21 12:00-1:00 
PM

32 
Minutes

Ben Wudtke with the Black Hills Forest Resource Association discusses 
the Data Quality Act challenge and detailed examples of challenges to 
the General Technical Report published by the U.S. Forest Service.

Native American 
Issues

In the Moment 12-Oct-21 12:00-1:00 
PM

8:00 Richard Two Bulls reflects on the Sioux San Boarding School and 
Children’s Memorial Walk. 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/rmrs/bhnftimberreport
https://www.fs.usda.gov/rmrs/bhnftimberreport
https://www.fs.usda.gov/rmrs/bhnftimberreport
https://www.fs.usda.gov/rmrs/bhnftimberreport
https://www.fs.usda.gov/rmrs/bhnftimberreport
https://www.fs.usda.gov/rmrs/bhnftimberreport
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Native American 
Issues

In the Moment 03-Dec-21 12:00-1:00 
PM

5:30 The Indian Arts and Crafts Act of 1990 was set in place to protect 
Native American artists from frauds.

Native American 
Issues

In the Moment 17-Dec-21 12:00-1:00 
PM

5:00 U.S. Interior Secretary Deb Haaland signaled her commitment to Indian 
Country with a Friday meeting in Rapid City involving leaders from 12 
Great Plains tribes. The meeting coincided with the Lakota Nation 
Invitational and took place at the Interior Department’s Office of 
Special Trustee of American Indians. Afterward, tribal leaders said they 
addressed their needs and issues as sovereign nations and established 
an avenue of dialogue with the Interior Department and the Biden 
administration.

Politics & 
Government

In the Moment 29-Oct-21 12:00-1:00 
PM

9:00 South Dakota's lone congressman wants more flexibility for states 
spending COVID-19 relief money. Republican Dusty Johnson is working 
with Democratic Congresswoman Carolyn Bourdeaux from Georgia. 
They are sponsoring the State, Local, Tribal, and Territorial Fiscal 
Recovery, Infrastructure, and Disaster Relief Flexibility Act. It would 
allow states to use unspent relief funds on infrastructure, disasters, 
and housing projects. Johnson says South Dakota has hundreds of 
millions in leftover money.

Politics & 
Government

In the Moment 10-Nov-21 12:00-1:00 
PM

5:00 After days of wrangling during a special session, state lawmakers 
have passed new legislative boundaries. The updates are required to 
follow the 2020 census. Last-minute changes to a compromise map 
came up short. Some Rapid City House Republicans are upset by the 
new boundaries for a district that covers neighborhoods on the north 
side of Rapid City. Others wanted to see changes to districts in Sioux 
Falls.

Politics & 
Government

In the Moment 08-Dec-21 12:00-1:00 
PM

6:00 South Dakota Governor Kristi Noem delivered her Fiscal Year 23 
budget address from the capitol building in Pierre. SDPB's Jackie 
Hendry was there and joins us to discuss what we heard.

https://dustyjohnson.house.gov/media/press-releases/johnson-bourdeaux-introduce-bill-allow-unspent-covid-relief-dollars
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Politics & 
Government

In the Moment 14-Dec-21 12:00-1:00 
PM

12:00 SDPB's Lee Strubinger joins us from Pierre following testimony from 
the former head of the state appraiser certification program, which is 
wrapped up in a controversy involving the governor and her daughter.


