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ISSUES OF CONCERN TO CHICAGO
ADDRESSED IN RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING IN THE

SECOND QUARTER 2017

1. Business and Job Development: Creating an economic climate that supports 
small business and entrepreneurs.  Provide assistance to develop new businesses 
and jobs in distressed economic areas.  

2. Crime and Violence: Support of community policing efforts in Chicago, efforts to 
reduce gang activity and the spread of gangs into the suburbs, ensuring that the 
police department operates legally and with respect the communities it serves.

3. Neighborhood and Suburban Development: Efforts within the City of 
Chicago to promote neighborhood cohesion, economic opportunities and housing.
Infrastructure concerns.

4. Civil Rights: Enforcing legal rights and developing respect for different races and 
ethnic groups as well as religious differences; gay and lesbian issues; immigration 
issues.

5. Health Care: Providing adequate facilities for health care, particularly indigent 
care; providing affordable health care and access to services.

6. Voter Information: Helping voters make personal election decisions by giving 
insights into those that are running for offices in upcoming elections.

7. School Reform and Education: Efforts to improve student performance and 
achievement, making sure teachers are performing well in the classroom and 
general educational issues in Chicago and suburbs.
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WXRT-FM 93.1 AND HD
PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS COMMUNITY ISSUES

1. At Issue: (Saturdays from 6a-6:30a, except for April 15, May 20 and June 17, and 
Sundays from 7a-7:30a. Duration: 30:00)
Locally produced interview show featuring top newsmakers discussing state and
community issues.

2. WXRT Public Affairs Show: (Saturday from 6a-6:30a, on April 15, May 20 and 
June 17. Duration: 30:00)
Locally produced interview show featuring newsmakers and local charitable 
events in the Chicagoland area. 



Issues and Programs Report Second Quarter, 2017

WXRT-FM & HD  Page 4

I. BUSINESS AND JOB DEVELOPMENT 

At Issue
May 7 and 8, 2017
Guests: Chris Kennedy, Democratic Candidate for Illinois Governor
15 minutes out of 30 minute program

            Chris Kennedy is former President of Chicago’s Merchandise Mart, has served on 
the Illinois Board of Trustees and currently runs a non-profit hunger relief organization 
called Top Box Foods. He’s the son of former Senator Robert Kennedy, the nephew of 
former President John F. Kennedy. Kennedy said the current track under current 
Governor Rauner would leave Illinois a place where young people don’t want to live, and 
a place where the economy won’t grow. He said taking the assets in the state such as the 
universities, the infrastructure and the people to create a great future. Kennedy said 
Rauner has thrown a million people out of government programs—because there’s no 
budget to help fund social services. Kennedy said others in the Republican Party can no 
longer stand up to Rauner because he and his friends funded 75-80 percent of the state 
races in the last election. Kennedy said the current governor has decided his turnaround 
agenda is more important for businesses than having a budget. But Kennedy said there’s 
no evidence of that. He said in the 25 years he was at the Merchandise Mart, more 
companies moved to the Mart to open an office for the first time in Illinois than any other 
location in the state. He said none of those some 5,000 companies ever raised concerns 
about workman’s comp, or right to work or term limits. He said those don’t make it into 
the top 50 concerns of small business. He said they want predictability, knowledge of 
what their taxes will be over the next several years. Kennedy said he’s raised the cost for 
small businesses because lenders don’t want to lend here. He said he took a narrow 
budget problem and turned it into an economic crisis. Talking about the current economic 
problems, Kennedy said the state needs more taxable assets from a growing economy. To 
grow, Kennedy said we should look at other areas and see what they’re doing, such as 
Austin, Texas, Akron, Ohio, and Silicon Valley. He called them talent magnets with 
thriving economies. They all have great research universities and laboratories supported 
by government. He said Chicago has those assets, but not the support. He pointed to the 
Boston economy, which has died, he said, several times, but has been revived with great 
research universities. Kennedy said what’s happening in Springfield is not a stalemate 
over the budget, saying Rauner is holding the state hostage. Asked about another 
Democratic candidate J.B. Pritzker, getting the endorsement of 14 labor unions, Kennedy 
said he believes the everyday union workers will vote his way on primary day. Kennedy 
said he wants greater participation in the process, but richer candidates don’t need to 
listen to others. He said they could do what Governor Rauner has done. He said Rauner 
uses his money to bully and punish.  
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At Issue
June 10 and 11, 2017
Guests: Corey Jobe, Illinois Tourism Director
             Graham Thompson, Owner Optimo Hats
30 minutes out of 30 minute program    

Jobe talked about 2016 being a record-breaking year for number of visitors to 
Illinois. He said 100 million visitors came to Illinois, 54 million to Chicago. He said 83 
percent of visitors to Illinois were leisure visitors. He said his responsibility is to help 
inspire travel, and he thinks their marketing tactics are working. He talked about unique 
businesses who create products that draw out-of-towners. Thompson has one of those 
businesses. He said while his business was developed in Beverly, they’ve just opened a 
new factory built in a vintage fire station in Chicago. He said the manufacturing of 
quality hats was almost extinct, and now people come from all over the world to buy his 
company’s hats. His company is part of Illinois’ ad campaign entitled “Illinois Made.” 
This company is one of about 90 companies featured in the program. Jobe said they’re 
looking for companies without big marketing dollars, but have a unique story to tell. Jobe 
said advertising can be found in 13 Midwest “drive” markets, along with national markets 
such as New York, Los Angeles and Texas. Jobe said for international visitors, Route 66 
is the biggest driver of tourism. Travelers from the Midwest, he said, don’t understand 
Route 66 the same way. So he said the tourism department connected the dots of unique 
Illinois “makers” along the drive of Route 66 and other travel itineraries. He said there 
are four basic driving itineraries. One is for Chicago neighborhoods. He said by 
connecting artisans along tourism routes is a great way for people to connect. He talked 
about chocolate makers, a sparkling wine maker in Utica who turns bottles by hand, etc. 
Jobe also talked about plans involving Frank Lloyd Wright homes in Oak Park, Rockford 
and Springfield. He said downstate Illinois on August 21st will feature the longest 
duration of the solar eclipse. He said NASA will set up its headquarters for the event at 
SIU Carbondale. He said Ozzie Osborne would have a concert in the area, and there will 
be a number of festivals, specially made wines, etc.      
    

  At Issue
June 3 and 4, 2017
Guests: Michael Connelly, Republican Illinois State Senator, Western Suburbs
             Don Harmon, Democratic Illinois Senate President Pro-Tem, Oak Park
15 minutes out of 30 minute program    

            The program aired days after the Illinois State Legislature failed to pass a budget 
for a third straight year. Harmon blamed Governor Rauner, saying he privately did 
everything he could do to undermine the work Democrats were doing to come up with a 
compromise, “Grand Bargain.” Connelly said the first grand bargain was close, when the 
last general assembly was ending its run. Connelly said that bill was very different from 
what the Illinois Senate had passed a few weeks ago, which included a tax increase and 
few cuts. The House then failed to pass a bill. A bill they did pass called for an increase 
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in education funding. Connelly said Rauner went into office wanting to change the 
systems and solve the state’s financial problems, but he’s been willing to compromise on 
many issues. Connelly believes the two parties are not that far apart. He said Senate 
President John Cullerton in his closing speech that this was most of the most productive 
sessions on a bipartisan basis he’s ever been a part of. But Connelly said for the Governor 
to sign a complete budget, there must be something to bring job creators to the state, 
filling factories with new workers and filling the state’s coffers with new revenue. Asked 
who wins if the backlog of bills keeps rising and the state’s bond rating keeps dropping. 
Harmon said absolutely nobody. He said the state is on the brink, and while reforms may 
be needed, we need a budget now. Harmon said Democrats agreed to the Governor’s 
comfort level for a tax increase, a lesser amount that the tax under his predecessor. He 
said they agreed to the Governor’s spending cut, but the House just didn’t vote for it.  
Connelly disagreed, saying Republicans wanted five years of property tax relief, and 
wanted serious worker’s compensation reform. However, Connelly agreed the backlog of 
bills is a huge issue. They also talked about a bill that passed calling for a $15 minimum 
wage. Harmon said there has not been an increase in more than 10 years. He said the 
Governor should sign it or send a message to the General Assembly to negotiate different 
terms. Connelly said he expects and wants a veto. Harmon said the bill that passed calls 
for lower minimum wages for students under 18, so the argument that students should 
receive less than adults is irrelevant.     

II. CRIME AND VIOLENCE

At Issue
April 1 and 2, 2017
Guests: Daniel Biss, State Senator and Democratic Gubernatorial Candidate
5 minutes out of 30 minute program

            Biss said Illinois is in a crisis, with schools in danger of not opening in the fall 
and many unable to get healthcare. He said wants to take the state away from billionaire 
leaders and political machines, instead building a political system that listens to ordinary 
people. Biss said like many, he’s disgusted by politics. While not happy with Bruce 
Rauner and an inability to pass a budget, he said even before Rauner took over the state 
already had terrible debt problems and two recent governors had been locked up in 
prison. He said the state needs not only a solution for now, but also a sustainable solution. 
He said what’s needed is a movement to demand the solution. He said the revenue needs 
to come from where it’s available, from the richest residents who have enjoyed two 
decades of economic growth. He said doing that, they could balance the budget, fund 
schools properly, social services, healthcare, daycare and higher education. As to 
violence in Chicago and elsewhere, Biss said it is critical to have a budget, ending the 
huge cuts in social services. He also said the state needs to invest in struggling 
communities to create job opportunities. In addition, he said the state must stem the flow 
of illegal guns by passing a state gun-dealer licensing bill. He said all these things must 
be done, and must be done quickly.          
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At Issue
May 21, 2017
Guests: Toni Preckwinkle, Cook County Board President
6 minutes out of 30 minute program     

            Preckwinkle talked about minimum sentencing guidelines ordered by US 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions, getting tough on crime with the most severe sentences on 
federal crimes. Preckwinkle said Sessions has unenlightened attitudes on race and is anti-
immigrant and called him a profoundly disturbing public figure. Then she said being 
tough on crime doesn’t work. She said you have to be sensible. She said the US has five 
percent of the world’s population but 25 percent of the prisoners in the world. She said 
the US is doing something terribly wrong. Locally she said they’ve worked hard to 
reduce the jail population locally of those accused of non-violent crimes. She said the jail 
is full of poor people with color. She said we spend more on keeping people in jail for a 
year than a child’s education. She said money spent to keep people incarcerated for petty 
anti-social behavior could be better used to spend on job training, public education and 
infrastructure. She also talked about the President’s plan to withhold funds from 
jurisdictions who don’t cooperate on immigration initiatives. Preckwinkle said the county 
follows all applicable federal laws regarding immigration. But she said they’re not 
federal immigration agents and won’t do their work. She said she’s proud Cook County is 
a sanctuary county. She said Chicago and Cook County are among those challenging the 
federal government on this and she’s confident the courts will find in their favor.  
 

At Issue
June 18, 2017
Guest: Jennifer Vollen-Katz, Executive Director John Howard Association
16 minutes out of 30 minute program    

The John Howard Association monitors conditions in Illinois correctional 
institutions. Vollen-Katz talked about a problem at an Illinois youth center—specifically 
IYC Harrisburg. She said kids are being prosecuted by the State’s Attorney in Saline 
County for behavior happening at IYC Harrisburg. She said that means new charges and 
sentences for fights, which typically would be handled by the staff inside a facility. She 
called the number of prosecutions are staggeringly different from what is normally seen. 
Vollen-Katz said in the last five to seven years, typically two cases might be filed on 
average, but out of Harrisburg, they’ve already seen 12 this year. Usually, she said, the 
behavior involved in getting the State’s Attorney involved revolves around violent 
behavior. She said in this case, the behavior does not seem to be particularly dangerous or 
threatening. She said she believes this stems from staff feeling like they don’t have 
enough resources to deal with the kids, so reforms are needed. She said workers need to 
receive options, a list of graduated sanctions so all understand what’s available. She said 
they also need more training on de-escalation techniques. She said this is also the type of 
culture that exists in large correctional institutions, which are not appropriate for youth.  
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She said smaller facilities, with youth closer to home and better staff to youth ratios, 
don’t generally have the frequency of these issues. Vollen-Katz said there is also a racial 
component to the issue at Harrisburg. She said most of the prosecutions involve young 
black youth from Chicago, while the staff working there doesn’t mirror those 
incarcerated. She said some of these youths are facing adult sentences for things like 
spitting. She said that’s taking a bad situation and making it worse, moving kids from the 
juvenile system to the adult system. 

At Issue
June 24 and 25, 2017
Guest: Tio Hardiman, Executive Director Violence Interrupters
13 minutes out of 30 minute program    

Hardiman has begun a campaign for Governor of Illinois. He ran against 
incumbent Democrat Pat Quinn in the primary in 2014 and garnered about 30 percent of 
the vote. He is a longtime community activist and anti-violence expert. Hardiman said his 
past as a peacemaker on violence would work in his favor. He said nobody else running 
has a plan to curtail the killings in Chicago. Hardiman said Illinois has the worst 
employment statistics for African Americans of any state in the country, 14.2 percent. He 
said his plan would help, but that he’d also represent all the people, and he has been 
involved in dealing with people from all over the state. Talking about Chicago’s violence, 
Hardiman said neither Mayor Emanuel nor Governor Rauner can do anything to stop the 
killings in Chicago. He said 85 percent of the killings take place in the African American 
community, so it is incumbent, he said, on leaders in the community to work with young 
men in the community. He said that has not been done, that they’re waiting for police to 
step up. He said right now, everyone is in response mode, saying everybody wants to 
pray and march after the killings happen. He said the key is what you can do to stop the 
killings on the front end, before they happen. He said he’s the only running for governor 
who can stop the violence all over the state. He said African American people must deal 
with their own people to adjust the violence. He pointed to Humboldt Park and the Little 
Village neighborhood, where violence has been quelled because Latinos within the 
community came to the table to deal with their own issues. He said he already has a 
trained curriculum for violence interruption. He said police could be trained, along with 
others. He said money is not the key for stopping the violence, but it is about the way 
grown men step up. He said women have done their part, but black fathers, uncles and 
brothers must deal with their own relatives to stop the violence.  

 
III.      NEIGHBORHOOD AND SUBURBAN DEVELOPMENT

At Issue
April 29 and 30, 2017
Guests: Father George Clements, Catholic Priest
30 minutes out of 30 minute program
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            George Clements is celebrating 60 years as a Catholic Priest. He was the first 
African American graduate of Archbishop Quigley Preparatory Seminary, and the first 
Catholic priest to adopt a child. He also was portrayed in a made-for-TV movie 30 years 
ago, when he was well known for his work at Chicago’s Holy Angels Church. While 
retired now, Clements was known as an outspoken priest on African American and 
community issues. He said when at Holy Angels, he advocated for what he called “one 
church one child,” where every church would find at least one family willing to take in a 
homeless child.  He said it started in Chicago, then spread to eventually get 300,000 
children adopted in 37 states. Now in retirement, he said he’s tried the same with drugs. 
He lobbied in Washington for laws passed against drug paraphernalia. Then he went to 
individual churches to recruit one family to help rehabilitate those needing to recover 
from drug addiction. He said that program worked. Then he started an organization called 
“one church, one inmate,” finding families to help people coming out of jail assimilate 
back into society. He said the goal has been not “saving the world,” but just one at a time. 
He did say people are reluctant to get involved with inmates, so the last program has not 
gone as well. Clements also talked about how he advanced in the Parrish and made his 
way as an African American priest, and about how they turned their associated school to 
the largest black Catholic school in the nation, with more than 1,300 students. Clements 
recently took part in an anti-violence march, and talked about how people within the 
church can help change use of guns. He said people must be realistic because gang 
members don’t attend church. He said if Jesus were around he wouldn’t stay behind the 
stained glass walls, but be out and about getting involved. He said the clergy could only 
have impact if they are seen. He said when he was a kid, priests went to people’s homes, 
ate dinner with families, played baseball with the youth, and were really a part of the 
community. He said parishioners also need to come out to help.     

              
    

 IV. CIVIL RIGHTS

WXRT Public Affairs Show
April 15, 2017
Guests: Mark Goebel, Assistant Director of Development & Partnerships with the 
Office of Human Dignity & Solidarity, Archdiocese of Chicago

 Jose Torres, Partnerships Coordinator for Immigrant Social Ministry
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

This month’s WXRT Public Affairs show focused on the issue of immigration, 
with two guests joining Terri Hemmert to discuss how issues in today’s climate affect 
immigrants in the Chicagoland area.  Mark Goebel from the Archdiocese of Chicago, and 
Jose Torres from Immigrant Social Ministry joined the show to discuss their work 
welcoming immigrants in Cook and Lake Counties.  They also mentioned ways they 
work to empower immigrants toward their formation and integration as full members of 
society. 
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At Issue
April 16, 2017
Guests:  Alden Loury, Research & Evaluation, Metropolitan Planning Council
              Juan Carlos Linares, Latin United Community Housing Association

  Stephanie Schmitz Bechteler, Chicago Urban League
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

This program centered on segregation in Chicago. The Metropolitan Planning 
Association and Urban Institute released a study saying economic and racial segregation 
costs the Chicago region billions of dollars each year. Loury is the Director of Research 
& Evaluation at the Metropolitan Planning Council. Juan Carlos Linares is Executive 
Director of Latin United Community Housing Association. And Stephanie Schmitz 
Bechteler is Vice President and Executive Director of the Research and Policy Center for 
the Chicago Urban League. Loury said the study showed statistically significant 
differences between African Americans and Whites, linked with homicides, educational 
attainment and income. He said the study showed $4.4 billion in lost income by Blacks, 
and 30 percent fewer homicides among Whites. He compared that to other regions 
without as much segregation. Linares said without Chicago’s segregation, real estate 
values would have increased by $6 billion. Bechteler said the Chicago Urban League is 
celebrating its 100th year, and the same stories heard years ago are still heard today, 
inferior schools in minority areas, and fewer job opportunities. Linares talked about a tail 
of two cities. The North Side he said is primarily White, and in Logan Square alone 
19,000 Latino families have been displaced by higher rents. That means those people 
move farther west, which has a multiplier effect on schools and businesses. Bechteler 
said there’s a difference between residence of choice with similar people choosing to live 
near each other, and segregation. She called segregation one of the most effective tools to 
determine who gets access to what. Loury said the study shows the entire area would get 
a huge economic boost if there was less segregation, because $4.4 billion would be 
pumped into the economy. Linares said you could see the issue through property taxes. 
For fixed income and poorer residents, property taxes continue to rise because money is 
needed to pay for more policing, etc. Bechteler said she thinks the vast majority will 
recognize this is an issue that has repercussions. She said the fix is not inexpensive. She 
said either money is spent reinvesting in housing, transit and businesses so residents there 
have access to opportunities, or invest in an equally costly transportation system to allow 
those people to move from their residences to places of opportunity. Linares said the 
report is a good start. Political will is important, but he said the trust factor in city 
government was only 28 percent in 2014 and probably is lower now. He said building 
trust is important. Loury said having conversations about the issue is important to unearth 
solutions. Once finding what has worked elsewhere and what might work, the hardest 
part will be implementation. Bechteler said government will play a key role, but 
community organizations are equally relevant and important to contribute ideas and 
solutions. 
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At Issue
May 21, 2017
Guests: Toni Preckwinkle, Cook County Board President
4 minutes out of 30 minute program     

Preckwinkle talked about the President’s plan to withhold funds from jurisdictions 
that don’t cooperate on immigration initiatives. Preckwinkle said the county follows all 
applicable federal laws regarding immigration. But she said they’re not federal 
immigration agents and won’t do their work. She said she’s proud Cook County is a 
sanctuary county. She said Chicago and Cook County are among those challenging the 
federal government on this and she’s confident the courts will find in their favor.

WXRT Public Affairs Show
June 17, 2017
Guest: Rich Pfeiffer, Coordinator with Pride Chicago
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

Rich Pfeiffer, Coordinator with Pride Chicago, joined Terri Hemmert for this 
month’s public affairs program to discuss LGBTQ Pride Month.  Pfeiffer discussed the 
events of Pride month including the annual parade, and discussed the changing and 
challenging issues affecting the LGBTQ community in Chicago and abroad. 

 

V.        HEALTH CARE 

 
At Issue
May 13 and 14, 2017
Guest: Randy Hultgren, U.S. Congressman (14th district)
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

            This program aired shortly after the American Healthcare Act cleared the House 
of Representatives. All Republicans in Illinois’ delegation voted for this replacement of 
the Affordable Care Act, including Randy Hultgren. Hultgren said the current system is 
failing, that every day there are more stories of insurance companies pulling out of the 
system, leading to a lack of competition and options for consumers. He said this latest 
version passed because of a commitment to cover pre-existing conditions and a promise 
for a smooth transition from one program to the other. Hultgren called it a work in 
progress and said he looks forward to the final version. When Craig Dellimore, the host, 
mentioned that some critics said not all of those with pre-existing conditions would be 
fully covered, Hultgren disagreed. He said the bill clearly said those with pre-existing 
conditions would be covered and cannot have significant increases in their premiums. 
Hultgren also said he believes the new system will provide coverage for low-income 
earners. He said one big difference between the AHA and the previous ACA is the 
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requirement for everyone to have health insurance is gone. He said the decision to buy 
insurance should be a choice rather than a requirement. Hultgren did say some of his 
constituents are concerned and that healthcare is very personal and people want to be sure 
those who need it, can get it. He also said providing transparency and simplifying 
healthcare is key to the long-term success of this plan. Hultgren also talked about the 
firing of FBI Director James Comey. Hultgren said he was very concerned and 
questioned the timing.  He said he is very concerned about Russia, saying he doesn’t trust 
Russian President Vladimir Putin, and he thinks Russia would take every chance to do 
harm to the United States and its democracy. Hultgren said he does trust the US 
intelligence committees and they have his support. He also said he is potentially open to 
an independent prosecutor looking into the issue. Asked his opinion of Present Trump’s 
governing style, Hultgren said many things he appreciates and supports, but at times, 
some of the tone and some of the tweets are difficult. He said President Trump’s 
approach is something people are starting to get used to.     

WXRT Public Affairs Show
May 20, 2017
Guest: Tim McCormick, CEO of SOS Children’s Villages of Illinois
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

Tim McCormick, CEO of SOS Children’s Villages of Illinois, joined Terri 
Hemmert to discuss the work that his organization does to provide safe homes for foster 
children.  McCormick detailed the many foster care programs SOS provides, and 
discusses ways that listeners can get involved with the organization, including how they 
could become foster parents. 

At Issue
May 21, 2017
Guests: Toni Preckwinkle, Cook County Board President
20 minutes out of 30 minute program     

             Preckwinkle said the Affordable Care Act has been important to Cook County. 
480,000 people in Cook received healthcare through the act, people who didn’t have 
insurance previously. 145,000 people were in the health expansion/Medicaid program in 
the county. She said that previously poor people without insurance went to the emergency 
room when desperately ill rather than getting primary and preventative care. She called 
the ACA a godsend to the health and hospital system. She said from 2010 until now, 
there’s been a $300 million savings to county taxpayers. She called a nightmare the 
House of Representatives passage of a repeal and replace plan. She said they estimate the 
financial impact on Cook County will be between $300 million and $800 million, 
anticipating a big increase in the number of uninsured persons. Preckwinkle was critical 
of Governor Bruce Rauner for not speaking out about the need to retain the ACA. She 
mentioned Ohio Republican Governor John Kasich spoke out publicly, that Ohio has 
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used the plan to step up Medicaid expansion to address behavioral health and substance 
abuse issues. She also talked about July 1st a new sweetened beverage tax goes into 
effect. She said if you want good government, you have to pay for it. 87 percent of the 
budget goes toward public health and public safety. She said without additional resources 
they’d have to layoff doctors, nurses, states attorneys and public defenders. She said they 
look for the least detrimental thing you can when picking revenue increases, and they 
picked one that also has a positive health impact. She also said she’s proud Cook County 
is fiscally responsible, that they’ve had a balanced budget every year she’s been in office. 
She equated the beverage tax to the cigarette tax and the positive impact that’s had on 
cutting down smoking. 

 
VI.   VOTER INFORMATION

At Issue
April 1 and 2, 2017
Guests: Daniel Biss, State Senator and Democratic Gubernatorial Candidate
12 minutes out of 30 minute program

            Biss said Illinois is in a crisis, with schools in danger of not opening in the fall 
and many unable to get healthcare. He said wants to take the state away from billionaire 
leaders and political machines, instead building a political system that listens to ordinary 
people. Biss said like many, he’s disgusted by politics. While not happy with Bruce 
Rauner and an inability to pass a budget, he said even before Rauner took over the state 
already had terrible debt problems and two recent governors had been locked up in 
prison. He said the state needs not only a solution for now, but also a sustainable solution. 
He said what’s needed is a movement to demand the solution. He said the revenue needs 
to come from where it’s available, from the richest residents who have enjoyed two 
decades of economic growth. He said doing that, they could balance the budget, fund 
schools properly, social services, healthcare, daycare and higher education. He said 
Illinois is unusual—that only two or three states have taxes as unfair as Illinois. Biss said 
Minnesota is among the states that have dealt with their issues by raising taxes only on 
the richest residents, and Minnesota now has one of the lowest unemployment rates and 
people are flocking there. Biss was asked how you could improve education in the 
poorest areas while not hampering students in more affluent areas. He said funding for 
schools in Illinois is wrong. He said Illinois relies on property taxes for funding schools 
more than virtually all other states. As a result, Illinois has the second highest property 
taxes in the nation, and what he called one of the most unfair systems for financing 
schools. He said the formulas to distribute state dollars needs adjusting, but doing that 
alone he said would punish districts that cannot afford the hit. He said the tax system is 
unfair, but asking the least of those who have enjoyed economic growth long-term while 
asking too much of the middle class. Biss is running against wealthy Democrats such as 
JB Pritzker and Chris Kennedy, which can make getting the word out more difficult. Biss 
said he’s not a millionaire, but he has many people on his team. He said a campaign 
could be funded with many people each giving just a little. Biss also talked about the 
pension problem. First, he said the state has been irresponsible not making required 
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payments into the system. Second, he said they must look for constitutional fair and 
negotiated solutions, generated through collaboration. As to violence in Chicago and 
elsewhere, Biss said it is critical to have a budget, ending the huge cuts in social services. 
He also said the state needs to invest in struggling communities to create job 
opportunities. And he said the state must stem the flow of illegal guns by passing a state 
gun-dealer licensing bill. He said all these things must be done, and must be done 
quickly.          
 

At Issue
April 22 and 23, 2017
Guest: Sarah Brune, Executive Director IL Campaign for Political Reform
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

            Brune runs a non-partisan group dedicated to campaign finance reform, which has 
support and resistance from both Democrats and Republicans. With a year before the 
Illinois governor’s race, already Democrat J.B. Prtizker has put $7 million into his own 
campaign, and incumbent Republican Bruce Rauner has contributed $50 million to his 
campaign. Brune talked about a state Supreme Court race a couple years ago saw $2 
million spent. She said now that seems like nothing, especially after last year a state 
representative’s race saw $5 million spent. She said these were the type of elected offices 
in the past could see grass route campaigns where someone can make a real difference in 
their communities. However, she said that’s getting tougher and tougher. She said her 
group studied gubernatorial races in the most populous states, and what’s happening in 
Illinois is unique. She said already there are more candidates declared in Illinois than 
other states, and in those states, candidates generally have $1 million or $2 million 
available. Some have much more, but they’re much less contested. Brune said many 
candidates have to fundraise from the get-go, and potential grass roots candidates may be 
discouraged when seeing someone has a big war chest right from the beginning without 
needing help. Brune said her group advocates for policies and reforms that could help 
people run without millions of dollars. She said one is a small donor matching system, 
which has been successful in New York for donations up to $150. She said when 
candidates opt in for this, they agree for restrictive limits, in this case receiving no more 
than $500 from one donor. Brune said anyone could find campaign finance data at a web 
site her group has created called IllinoisSunshine.org. They also distribute weekly news 
reports on issues in state politics, including topics such as fundraising, union strikes, 
college enrollment, and a regional and national context for issues in Illinois. They also 
have the Illinois voter project, showing demographic information of voters. She said in 
2016 that there were nearly one million new registered voters in Illinois, with nearly 30 
percent of them between 18 and 34 years of age. But she said part of the challenge is 
getting people out to vote.     
        
 

At Issue
May 6 and 7, 2017
Guests: Chris Kennedy, Democratic Candidate for Illinois Governor
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30 minutes out of 30 minute program

            Chris Kennedy is former President of Chicago’s Merchandise Mart, has served on 
the Illinois Board of Trustees and currently runs a non-profit hunger relief organization 
called Top Box Foods. He’s the son of former Senator Robert Kennedy, the nephew of 
former President John F. Kennedy. Kennedy said the current track under current 
Governor Rauner would leave Illinois a place where young people don’t want to live, and 
a place where the economy won’t grow. He said taking the assets in the state such as the 
universities, the infrastructure and the people to create a great future. Kennedy said 
Rauner has thrown a million people out of government programs—because there’s no 
budget to help fund social services. Kennedy said others in the Republican Party can no 
longer stand up to Rauner because he and his friends funded 75-80 percent of the state 
races in the last election. Kennedy said the current governor has decided his turnaround 
agenda is more important for businesses than having a budget. However, Kennedy said 
there’s no evidence of that. He said in the 25 years he was at the Merchandise Mart, more 
companies moved to the Mart to open an office for the first time in Illinois than any other 
location in the state. He said none of those some 5,000 companies ever raised concerns 
about workman’s comp, or right to work or term limits. He said those don’t make it into 
the top 50 concerns of small business. He said they want predictability, knowledge of 
what their taxes will be over the next several years. Kennedy said he’s raised the cost for 
small businesses because lenders don’t want to lend here. He said he took a narrow 
budget problem and turned it into an economic crisis. Talking about the current economic 
problems, Kennedy said the state needs more taxable assets from a growing economy. To 
grow, Kennedy said we should look at other areas and see what they’re doing, such as 
Austin, Texas, Akron, Ohio, and Silicon Valley. He called them talent magnets with 
thriving economies. They all have great research universities and laboratories supported 
by government. He said Chicago has those assets, but not the support. He pointed to the 
Boston economy, which has died, he said, several times, but has been revived with great 
research universities. Kennedy said what’s happening in Springfield is not a stalemate 
over the budget, saying Rauner is holding the state hostage. Asked about another 
Democratic candidate J.B. Pritzker, getting the endorsement of 14 labor unions, Kennedy 
said he believes the everyday union workers will vote his way on primary day. Kennedy 
said he wants greater participation in the process, but richer candidates do not need to 
listen to others. He said they could do what Governor Rauner has done. He said Rauner 
uses his money to bully and punish.  

At Issue
June 24 and 25, 2017
Guest: Tio Hardiman, Executive Director Violence Interrupters
30 minutes out of 30 minute program    

Hardiman has begun a campaign for Governor of Illinois. He ran against 
incumbent Democrat Pat Quinn in the primary in 2014 and garnered about 30 percent of 
the vote. He is a longtime community activist and anti-violence expert. Hardiman talked 
about the current budget statement in Springfield. He called it a clash of the titans. He 
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called Bruce Rauner one of the worst governors ever in Illinois, but he also called House 
Speaker Mike Madigan “like the godfather down in Springfield.” He said the governor 
and speaker over the last 20 years, no matter who has been in office, has been robbing 
Peter to pay Paul. Hardiman said there’s no way Rauner can outduel Madigan, who has 
been in office for decades. He said there are two egos bumping heads, and they’re not 
thinking about the people who put them in office. Asked why he could be more 
successful dealing with Madigan than others before him, Hardiman said he would have to 
work with him because he’s not going anywhere. Hardiman said his past as a peacemaker 
on violence would work in his favor. He said nobody else running has a plan to curtail the 
killings in Chicago. He said he plans to propose a tax on certain financial sector business 
transactions, which could bring in billions of dollars to help schools, offset the budget 
crisis, etc. Hardiman said right now, small business owners are going under because the 
state is not reimbursing them, thus making it impossible to pay their own bills. He also 
talked about Democratic challenger J.B.Pritzker. Pritzker recently deposited a million 
dollars in a black owned bank on the south side of Chicago. Hardiman said Rauner did 
the same when he was running. But Hardiman said with Pritzker’s money, he could have 
dipositive a billion dollars. Hardiman called himself a unifier, being on the streets for 20 
years. He said he’s met with and worked with people from all walks of life. He was asked 
about black aldermen and others who recently gave their support to Pritzker. Hardiman 
said that’s because of all his money and the machine is leading in his direction.  
Hardiman also said Illinois has the worst employment statistics for African Americans of 
any state in the country, 14.2 percent. He said his plan would help, but that he’d also 
represent all the people, and he has been involved in dealing with people from all over 
the state. Talking about Chicago’s violence, Hardiman said neither Mayor Emanuel nor 
Governor Rauner can do anything to stop the killings in Chicago. He said 85 percent of 
the killings take place in the African American community, so it is incumbent, he said, on 
leaders in the community to work with young men in the community. He said that has not 
been done, that they are waiting for police to step up. He said right now, everyone is in 
response mode, saying everybody wants to pray and march after the killings happen. He 
said the key is what you can do to stop the killings on the front end, before they happen. 
He said he’s the only running for governor who can stop the violence all over the state. 
He said African American people must deal with their own people to adjust the violence. 
He pointed to Humboldt Park and the Little Village neighborhood, where violence has 
been quelled because Latinos within the community came to the table to deal with their 
own issues. He said he already has a trained curriculum for violence interruption. He said 
police could be trained, along with others. He said money is not the key for stopping the 
violence, but it is about the way grown men step up. He said women have done their part, 
but black fathers, uncles and brothers must deal with their own relatives to stop the 
violence. Hardiman said he knows the Governor needs to represent everyone. He said last 
go-round he won 30 counties downstate, that he has a plan to help the farming industry. 
He said he already has 500 volunteers and plans to march to mobilize people in Decatur, 
Peoria, Springfield, Champaign and East St. Louis. He said he plans to motivate 
disenfranchised voters. He said he also would propose a $15 minimum wage.
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VII. SCHOOL REFORM AND EDUCATION

At Issue
April 1 and 2, 2017
Guests: Daniel Biss, State Senator and Democratic Gubernatorial Candidate
13 minutes out of 30 minute program

            Biss said Illinois is in a crisis, with schools in danger of not opening in the fall 
and many unable to get healthcare. He said wants to take the state away from billionaire 
leaders and political machines, instead building a political system that listens to ordinary 
people. Biss said like many, he’s disgusted by politics. While not happy with Bruce 
Rauner and an inability to pass a budget, he said even before Rauner took over the state 
already had terrible debt problems and two recent governors had been locked up in 
prison. He said the state needs not only a solution for now, but also a sustainable solution. 
He said what is needed is a movement to demand the solution. He said the revenue needs 
to come from where it’s available, from the richest residents who have enjoyed two 
decades of economic growth. He said doing that, they could balance the budget, fund 
schools properly, social services, healthcare, daycare and higher education. He said 
Illinois is unusual—that only two or three states have taxes as unfair as Illinois. Biss said 
Minnesota is among the states that have dealt with their issues by raising taxes only on 
the richest residents, and Minnesota now has one of the lowest unemployment rates and 
people are flocking there. Biss was asked how you could improve education in the 
poorest areas while not hampering students in more affluent areas. He said funding for 
schools in Illinois is wrong. He said Illinois relies on property taxes for funding schools 
more than virtually all other states. As a result, Illinois has the second highest property 
taxes in the nation, and what he called one of the most unfair systems for financing 
schools. He said the formulas to distribute state dollars needs adjusting, but doing that 
alone he said will punish districts that can’t afford the hit. He said the tax system is 
unfair, but asking the least of those who have enjoyed economic growth long-term while 
asking too much of the middle class.  
 
 

At Issue
April 8 and 9, 2017
Guests: Paul Vallas, Educator/Administrator
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

            Vallas is former CEO of the Chicago Public Schools from 1995 until 2001. He 
was credited with helping turn around what once was labeled the worst school system in 
America. On the day this program was recorded, he was given some control over the 
future of Chicago State University, which has been troubled by financial problems, 
administrative difficulties and academic issues. Vallas said Chicago State’s enrollment 
has dropped to 3,500 from more than 7,000. He said attracting and retaining students is 
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important. He said solving the state’s budget crisis would help, but would not solve all 
the problems. He said Chicago State also has a very low graduation rate. Vallas said he 
believes the primary problem at Chicago State is a lack of leadership and financial 
mismanagement. He cited a lack of strategy for recruiting students. But he said the 
university remains a huge asset, with 168 acres and accreditation, so he said there is 
tremendous potential for the university to become an economic powerhouse to help 
Chicago’s South Side. Vallas was asked by the Chicago State board to take an executive 
role, so he resigned from the board to be eligible. Vallas said every public school position 
he’s held involves an institution in crisis. He guided schools in New Orleans after 
Katrina, and in Haiti after a devastating earthquake. Therefore, he said he’s used to 
dealing with severe financial distress and institutional deterioration. He said Chicago 
State needs to develop a feeder system, with relationships with area high schools. He said 
they need to create a technology infrastructure to begin offering online courses, and they 
need to partner with other institutions that offer programs Chicago State might not. Vallas 
said that would expand the number of participating students, thus generating additional 
income. Another income generator, he said, could be providing requisite development 
hours for principals and superintendents. He said educational departments could be 
monetized, such as creating incubators, which other universities do. He said he has been 
meeting with veterans associations, there are six military academies in the area and 
Chicago State has a robust ROTC program. Adding all the possibilities together, he said, 
would provide a permanent pipeline of students. Vallas also countered some of his critics, 
saying some people have put out false statistics on what he’s accomplished in other areas. 
He also said by not becoming the President of Chicago State, but a chief administrator 
instead, should answer those complaining that a white male should not be leading this 
predominantly black university.       

At Issue
May 27 and 28, 2017
Guests: Carmen Ayala, Superintendent, Berwyn North School District
             Kelly King, K-8 teacher, Riverside School District 96
             Ashley McCall, 3rd grade bilingual teacher. Cesar Chavez Elementary  
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

            All three women are members of Advance Illinois, an independent organization 
that promotes what it calls a healthy education system that prepares all students for 
success. This program focused on school funding issues in Illinois, including the lack of a 
state budget. Ayala called school funding in Illinois inadequate and inequitable. She said 
some districts have the most up-to-date technology and resources, and others that are 
developing budgets and making cuts because they don’t have enough funding to support 
even the minimum students deserve. She said the neediest students suffer the most. In 
Berwyn, she said class size is becoming an issue because they’ve been forced to cut the 
number of teachers. King said she grew up in a well-funded Naperville school district. 
She said most of her teaching career was at Justice in Bridgeview, less adequately 
funded. She tried to implement innovative strategies, she said, but the resources weren’t 
available. She did find a grant to help fund her plan. In Riverside, she said the resources 
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are there, in a district where she’s also an instructional technology specialist. McCall 
made a point of saying the lack of funding is not unique to Chicago, and many districts 
would benefit from a more equitable system. Ayala said Illinois is at the bottom in how 
much is spent on education. She said about 81 cents is spent per low-income child as 
compared to other states. King said students in poverty often need more money spent on 
them than others, that many have English as a second language, etc. McCall mentioned a 
bill currently in Springfield that would help all schools. She said no money would be 
taken away from schools, only added to those in need. Ayala said throughout Illinois, for 
the first time, minority students in public schools are now the majority. She said the low-
income population is widely scattered throughout the state. Ayala talked about evidence 
based modeling, which looks at students’ needs and local ability to pay along with the 
state’s obligation. She said there’s a saying that equal is not equitable. She said providing 
everyone the exact same education does not meet the needs of all the kids. She said 
children are all different, some at risk, some don’t speak English, some have special 
needs. She said strategies, materials and professional development need to be customized 
based upon the student populations served. McCall says new money, using this 
distribution model, would first go to students in the higher need districts. King said there 
are 27 components to the evidence-based model, which will determine the needs of each 
district. She urged people to contact their legislators to pass this bill.   

At Issue
June 3 and 4, 2017
Guests: Michael Connelly, Republican Illinois State Senator, Western Suburbs
             Don Harmon, Democratic Illinois Senate President Pro-Tem, Oak Park
15 minutes out of 30 minute program    

            The program aired days after the Illinois State Legislature failed to pass a budget 
for a third straight year. Harmon blamed Governor Rauner, saying he privately did 
everything he could do to undermine the work Democrats were doing to come up with a 
compromise, “Grand Bargain.” Connelly said the first grand bargain was close, when the 
last general assembly was ending its run. Connelly said that bill was very different from 
what the Illinois Senate had passed a few weeks ago, which included a tax increase and 
few cuts. The House then failed to pass a bill. A bill they did pass called for an increase 
in education funding. However, Connelly said that bill brings $700 million on new 
spending, 80 percent of which would go to Chicago, which he said has 20 percent of the 
students in the state. He called that a non-starter. He did say Republicans showed an 
analysis four years ago that Chicago was getting 35 percent of special needs funding but 
had 18 percent of the special need students. He said that means the suburban special 
needs programs got less per student than the City of Chicago. Harmon said this is a single 
education funding formula based on evidence, replacing a broken education funding 
system full of inequities. He said this reverses decades of inequity. He said Chicago is the 
engine for the region, so if Chicago suffers, DuPage County suffers. Connelly said 
Rauner went into office wanting to change the systems and solve the state’s financial 
problems, but he’s been willing to compromise on many issues. Connelly believes the 
two parties are not that far apart. He said Senate President John Cullerton in his closing 
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speech that this was most of the most productive sessions on a bipartisan basis he’s ever 
been a part of. But Connelly said for the Governor to sign a complete budget, there must 
be something to bring job creators to the state, filling factories with new workers and 
filling the state’s coffers with new revenue.  

At Issue
June 18, 2017
Guest: John Cullerton, Democrat, Illinois Senate President
14 minutes out of 30 minute program    

Cullerton talked about Governor Bruce Rauner’s pronouncement the previous 
week to call a special session of the state legislature to try to break the state budget 
logjam. The state has not passed an annual budget in two years, and is now embarking on 
a third. Cullerton’s response was “where have you been.” He said the state senate   
worked on a compromise, and finally passed a budget in the last session, picking the 
spending level the governor introduced in February. Cullerton said the Governor said he 
wanted reforms, and the senate passed a number of his requested reforms. So now he 
wonders what they will do in a special session. Cullerton said the state house hasn’t done 
those things, so perhaps they need the special session, and that’s where the action will be. 
Cullerton said the senate agreed to a 4.95 percent state income tax, which is the level 
Republicans said they would not go beyond. But he said Republicans in the senate didn’t 
vote for the bill because Rauner told them not to. He said the Governor has a problem 
learning how to take a win. He talked about a reform on school funding that passed both 
houses. The Governor said it was pretty good, but gives Chicago too much. Cullerton 
said that’s politics. He also said the pressure hasn’t been as great as long ago, because 
some people are being paid after court orders. In the old days when there was no budget, 
no money was spent. But he said the Governor cannot expect to get 100 percent of what 
he wants. Cullerton said the House needs to follow suit with compromises similar to the 
Senate.    
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WXRT PSA’s that ran in 2nd quarter 2017

Graham Found – 4/1 3:15a, 4/6 4:15a, 4/11 3:45a, 4/16 2:15a

Elmhurst College – 4/2 4:45a, 4/7 12:20p

Chicago Symphony Orchestra – 4/1 2:15a, 4/5 12:15p

Willow House – 4/4 2:15a, 4/9 2:45a, 4/12 11:50a, 4/16 3:45a

Jazz Institute of Chicago – 4/1 5:15a, 4/6 3:45a, 4/11 3:15a

Project Hope – 4/2 3:15a, 4/7 3:45a, 4/12 3:45a, 4/13 11:50a

Goodman Theatre – 4/9 5:15a, 4/4 4:15a

Centers for Disease Control – 4/2 4:15a, 4/7 4:45a, 4/12 4:45a, 4/17 3:15a

Chicago Acapella – 4/7 2:15a, 4/11 4:45a, 4/17 2:15a, 4/19 3:15a, 4/20 11:50a

University of Chicago – 4/4 2:45a, 4/9 4:15a, 4/14 2:45a, 4/18 3:45a, 4/19 11:20a

Dominican University – 4/1 5:45a, 4/6 3:15a, 4/11 2:45a, 4/15 5:45a

Women & Children First Books – 4/8 3:45a, 4/13 3:15a, 4/18 2:45a, 4/18 11:50a

Out of Darkness – 4/2 2:20a, 4/7 2:45a, 4/12 2:45a, 4/17 5:15a

It’s On Us – 4/2 2:45a, 4/7 3:15a, 4/12 3:15a, 4/16 5:45a

National MS Society – 4/7 4:15a, 4/12 4:15a, 4/17 2:45a, 4/17 11:43a

Chicago Humanities Festival – 4/24 3:45a, 4/29 3:15a, 5/2 3:15a

Do Something.org – 4/17 4:45a, 4/20 2:15a, 4/22 4:45a, 4/26 3:15a, 4/26 11:50a

Lupus Society of Illinois – 4/14 2:15a, 4/18 3:15a, 4/21 4:15a, 4/24 2:15a, 4/29 2:15a

Metropolis – 4/13 4:45a, 4/18 2:15a, 4/21 3:45a, 4/23 3:15a

Factory Theater – 4/10 2:15a, 4/14 4:45a, 4/20 3:45a, 4/23 4:45a

PAWS Chicago – 4/22 5:15a, 4/26 3:45a, 4/30 2:15a, 5/2 11:50a, 5/7 2:15a

Better Business Bureau – 4/23 4:15a, 4/28 4:15a, 5/1 4:45a, 5/5 3:15a
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Archdiocese of Chicago – 5/2 2:45a, 5/2 11:50a, 5/7 3:15a

Hyde Park Art Center – 5/3 3:45a, 5/4 11:50a, 5/8 2:45a

Chicago Sinfonietta – 5/6 2:45a, 5/8 11:20a, 5/12 3:15a

University of St. Francis – 5/3 4:45a, 5/7 3:45a, 5/11 2:45a, 5/15 2:15a, 5/15 11:50a

Chicago Symphony Orchestra – 5/6 5:45a, 5/9 12:50p, 5/14 4:45a, 5/19 4:45a

Adler Planetarium – 5/3 4:15a, 5/7 2:45a, 5/10 4:45a, 5/14 4:15a

16th Street Theater – 5/1 2:45a, 5/4 3:45a, 5/11 3:45a, 5/15 3:15a

Chicago Artists Coalition – 5/8 4:15a, 5/10 2:15a, 5/11 11:50a, 5/15 4:45a

Chicago Jazz Orchestra – 5/10 3:45a, 5/14 3:15a, 5/19 3:45a

College of Complexes – 5/6 5:15a, 5/10 4:15a, 5/14 3:45a, 5/19 4:15a

US Dept of Health – 5/9 2:15a, 5/12 4:15a, 5/16 3:45a, 5/21 4:15a

Lakeview East Chamber of Commerce – 5/13 2:45a, 5/16 4:45a, 5/22 2:45a

Fulton Street Collective – 5/8 2:15a, 5/12 2:15a, 5/16 2:15a, 5/21 2:15a

Randolph St. Market – 5/13 3:45a, 5/18 4:45a, 5/23 11:50a

Millennium Park – 5/13 4:15a, 5/19 2:15a, 5/25 4:45a

Active Transportation Alliance – 5/13 2:45a, 5/18 2:15a, 5/23 3:45a, 5/25 11:50a

Disabled American Vets – 5/11 4:45a, 5/15 4:15a, 5/21 5:45a, 5/26 11:50a

Do Division Family Fun Fest – 5/17 4:15a, 5/23 2:15a, 5/30 3:45a

Chicago Gospel Music Fest – 5/18 3:15a, 5/23 4:45a, 5/31 11:50a

Lincoln Park Greek Fest – 5/20 4:45a, 5/28 4:15a, 6/1 11:50a

Chicago Light Opera Works – 5/17 2:45a, 5/22 3:45a, 5/29 2:15a

City of Chicago/Blues Fest – 6/5 3:15a, 6/9 11:50a

Chicago Pride Fest – 6/6 2:15a, 6/17 5:45a



Issues and Programs Report Second Quarter, 2017

WXRT-FM & HD  Page 23

Northwestern University – 6/6 11:50a, 6/18 2:45a

Gold Coast Art Fair – 6/5 3:45a, 6/13 11:50a

FEMA – 6/4 2:45a, 6/16 2:15a

Project Lyme – 6/4 3:15a, 6/16 4:15a

Elmhurst College – 6/4 5:15a, 6/16 11:50a

College of Complexes – 6/7 4:45a, 6/18 5:45a

Morton Arboretum – 6/5 2:15a, 6/16 4:45a

Grant Park Orchestra – 6/6 2:45a, 6/18 3:45a

Chicago Ale Fest – 6/5 4:45a, 6/17 5:15a, 6/22 11:15a

Ravinia – 6/1 4:45a, 6/12 3:45a

Aids Foundation of Chicago – 6/9 4:15a, 6/19 11:50a

Ravenswood on Tap Festival – 6/6 4:45a, 6/19 2:45a

West Suburban Symphony – 6/1 4:15a, 6/12 3:15a, 6/22 3:45a

City of Chicago Summer Dance – 6/2 4:45a, 6/13 3:45a, 6/23 3:15a

Grant Park – 6/4 5:15a, 6/15 5:45a, 6/23 11:20a

Jazz Institute of Chicago – 6/7 4:15a, 6/18 4:15a, 6/27 4:15a

City of Chicago Farmers Market – 6/8 3:45a, 6/20 2:15a, 6/28 4:15a

Taste of Chicago – 6/17 2:45a, 6/25 5:15a

Irish Fest – 6/10 4:45a, 6/20 4:45a, 6/21 2:45a

West Fest – 6/10 4:15a, 6/20 4:15a, 6/21 2:15a

Generation Progress – 6/11 3:15a, 6/21 3:15a, 6/27 11:50a

Navy Pier – 6/8 2:45a, 6/19 4:15a, 6/28 3:15a

Center on Halsted – 6/1 3:45a, 6/12 2:45a, 6/22 2:15a, 6/29 11:50a
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March of Dimes – 6/11 5:45a, 6/21 4:45a

Doctors Without Borders – 6/13 4:15a, 6/23 3:45a

US Dept of Homeland Security – 6/3 2:45a, 6/13 4:45a, 6/23 4:15a

Windy City Playhouse – 6/3 3:45a, 6/15 3:15a, 6/25 3:45a

Field Museum – 6/3 3:15a, 6/16 3:15a, 6/25 4:45a


