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People die in airplane crash 
in Price Co.  News 7/3/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Six people died in a Price 

County plane crash over 

the weekend.  The sheriff’s 

department reports the 

Cessna took off from a 

Waukegan, Illinois aiport 

headed for Winnipeg, 

Canada and a fishing trip.  

Shortly before 2:00 Saturday 

afternoon the pilot radioed 

a “weather phenomenon” 

and dropped off radar.  

Several surrounding 

volunteer fire departments 

aided in the search for the 

craft, found north of Phillips 

near highways 8 and 111 in 

the town of Harmony.  The 

National Transportation 

Safety Board and Federal 

Aviation Administration are 

aiding in the investigation 



and more information is 

expected today.   

Two people were hurt in a 

Lincoln County accident 

Saturday night.  911 got the 

call around five at the 

intersection of county roads 

X and J in the Town of 

Schley.  A Crandon man 

and Madison were injured 

but both refused medical 

treatment.   

Saint Joseph’s Hospital in 

Marshfield is now called the 

Marshfield Medical Center.  

The sale of the 500 bed 

hospital was completed 

following the April signing of 

a definitive agreement 

between the two providers.  

A ribbon cutting ceremony 

and community celebration 

are planned for next week.  

Marshfield is also building a 

new cancer center and 

hospital in Eau Claire and 

looking at opportunities in 

Ladysmith and Minocqua.   

Talk of a tax on heavy 



trucks has businesses 

concerned.  Lawmakers are 

exploring many options to 

raise money in order to pass 

a state budget and one of 

them would charge nearly 

3-cents a mile for trucks 

carrying cargo.  Business 

leaders say the move 

would cause a massive 

increase in costs.   
 

  
Plane crash wreckage 
identified News 7/3/17 12p,5p 1:30 

 An air show's helicopter 

pilot is credited with finding 

the wreckage of a small 

plane that killed six people 

near Catawba in northern 

Wisconsin.  Price County 

sheriff's lieutenant Gabe 

Lind says he called an 

airport Saturday to see if 

the small plane that 

crashed was heading to 

the Phillips Air Show -- and 

even though it wasn't, a 

chopper pilot whose name 

was not disclosed "jumped 

at the chance" to look for 

the wreckage for free.  Lind 

said it saved time, because 



rescuers were walking 

"shoulder to shoulder, slowly 

pushing through the 

vegetation and 

swampland."  The small 

craft was flying from 

Chicago to a fishing spot in 

Canada when it crashed 

early Saturday close to 

Highway 111 in a forested 

area of Price County. 

Although sheriff's officials 

have not released the 

victims' names, a suburban 

Chicago school district says 

it mourns the deaths of two 

of their employees, Thomas 

DeMauro and Chuck 

Tomlitz. 

The drivers of two pickup 

trucks died after they 

collided in central 

Wisconsin.  It happened 

late Saturday night on 

Waushara County Trunk "A" 

near Wild Rose.  A 60-year-

old Wild Rose man, along 

with a 20-year-old Appleton 

man were killed -- and a 19-



year-old Appleton woman 

is hospitalized with non life 

threatening injuries.  

At 11 a.m. yesterday 

morning, the doors opened 

to liquor stores and 

customers were ready.  It 

marked the first time liquor 

could be sold on Sundays in 

Minnesota.  Some locations 

had people lined up 

waiting.   Many store 

owners said they hope 

more hours will bring back 

business that would usually 

go to Wisconsin on Sundays. 

  

 

  
Minocqua police looking for 
a man who caused a 
disturbance News 7/4/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Five Illinois residents and 

one from California were 

aboard the plane that 

crashed near Catawba in 

Price Country early 

Saturday morning.  The 

victims, ranging in age from 



21-to-70, were identified by 

the Sheriff’s Department, 

who finished their on-site 

investigation yesterday.  

The wreckage has been 

removed by investigators 

with the National 

Transportation Safety Board, 

who expects a preliminary 

cause for the crash in about 

a week.  Final details are 

typically available within 12-

to-18 months.   

Police in Minocqua are 

looking for a man who may 

be linked to a disturbance 

downtown Saturday night.  

Officers found a man with 

serious injuries lying in the 

road near the intersection 

of Oneida and Milwaukee 

streets.  He’s now in stable 

condition.  Photos of the 

subject are on the police 

department’s Facebook 

page. 

The body of a 74-year old 

Watertown man was pulled 

from Razorback Lake 



yesterday.  Vilas County 

dispatch got the 

emergency call shortly 

before 10 yesterday 

morning of an anchored, 

empty boat.  The Oneida 

County Dive Team 

recovered the man in 

about 10-feet of water.  

Officials remind boaters to 

use the proper floatation 

devices while in the boat, 

especially on this holiday.   

Law enforcement across 

the North reminds people 

what fireworks can and 

cannot be used.  Sparklers, 

smoke bombs and snakes 

are legal but officials say 

anything leaving the 

ground or exploding needs 

a permit.  They admit 

buying fireworks doesn’t 

require the paperwork but it 

doesn’t mean they can be 

used everywhere.  Specific 

regulations vary based on 

local laws.  Above all, they 

stress safety and common 



sense.   
 

  
Plane crash victims I.D.’d  News 7/4/17 12p,5p 1:30 

 Five Illinois residents and 

one from California were 

aboard the plane that 

crashed near Catawba in 

Price Country early 

Saturday morning.  The 

victims, ranging in age from 

21-to-70, were identified by 

the Sheriff’s Department, 

who finished their on-site 

investigation yesterday.  

The wreckage has been 

removed by investigators 

with the National 

Transportation Safety Board, 

who expects a preliminary 

cause for the crash in about 

a week.  Final details are 

typically available within 12-

to-18 months.   

Police in Minocqua are 

looking for a man who may 

be linked to a disturbance 

downtown Saturday night.  

Officers found a man with 

serious injuries lying in the 

road near the intersection 

of Oneida and Milwaukee 



streets.  He’s now in stable 

condition.  Photos of the 

subject are on the police 

department’s Facebook 

page. 

The body of a 74-year old 

Watertown man was pulled 

from Razorback Lake 

yesterday.  Vilas County 

dispatch got the 

emergency call shortly 

before 10 yesterday 

morning of an anchored, 

empty boat.  The Oneida 

County Dive Team 

recovered the man in 

about 10-feet of water.  

Officials remind boaters to 

use the proper floatation 

devices while in the boat, 

especially on this holiday.   

Law enforcement across 

the North reminds people 

what fireworks can and 

cannot be used.  Sparklers, 

smoke bombs and snakes 

are legal but officials say 

anything leaving the 

ground or exploding needs 



a permit.  They admit 

buying fireworks doesn’t 

require the paperwork but it 

doesn’t mean they can be 

used everywhere.  Specific 

regulations vary based on 

local laws.  Above all, they 

stress safety and common 

sense.   
 

  
A 19 year old Birnamwood 
woman man killed in ATV 
crash News 7/5/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A 19-year old Birnamwood 

man died in a holiday 

weekend ATV crash.  Brock 

Hannawell was 

pronounced dead at the 

scene of the accident 

about a mile north of 

Birnamwood in the Town of 

Aniwa Monday afternoon, 

where he was found 

unconscious and not 

breathing.  His passenger, 

an 18-year old Antigo 

woman was not hurt.  

Officials haven’t released 

the cause of the crash.   

Authorities say the small 

plane that crashed in Price 

County, Saturday began 

falling apart in the air.  



Representatives of the 

National Transportation 

Safety Board said debris 

from the plane suggests 

there was an in-flight 

breakup.  Investigators say 

there was a discussion 

between the pilot and air 

traffic controllers about a 

local weather 

phenomenon shortly before 

the crash that killed six 

people.   

Gander Mountain officially 

informed the state of nine 

stores closing by August 30, 

affecting 371 employees.  

51 of them work at the 

Rothschild/Wausau store.  

Despite the store closing 

signs, that location will be 

re-branded as Camping 

World and re-open.  The 

closures come as Gander 

filed Chapter 11 

bankruptcy in March and 

Marcus Lemonis, owner of 

Camping World, said the 

company purchased the 



Gander Mountain buildings 

but not the inventory.   

State spending on 

advertising for Wisconsin 

Lottery products would be 

capped, under a bill being 

proposed in Madison.  The 

measure would limit 

informational advertising for 

lottery games to $5 million a 

year – a 33 percent 

reduction.  The bill also 

places limits on how 

advertising is done, to 

address concerns that 

current efforts do more to 

promote the lottery than 

what’s allowed under state 

law. 

 

  
Woman dies in motorcycle 
crash  News 7/5/17 12p,5p 1:30 

 A 55-year-old Michigan 

woman died in a 

motorcycle crash near New 

London.  Outagamie 

County sheriff's deputies say 

the woman was driving east 

on Highway 54 and was 

passing another vehicle 

when she was hit by an 



oncoming S-U-V.  Officials 

say the woman was 

wearing a helmet, but she 

still died at the scene -- and 

her name was not 

immediately released.  The 

crash was reported about 

4:15 yesterday afternoon.  

The S-U-V driver was 

hospitalized for non life 

threatening injuries. 

Fire destroyed a garage in 

the Lincoln County 

township of Bradley 

yesterday afternoon.  The 

Sheriff’s department 

reported the homeowner 

was trying to start a torch 

inside the building when a 

nearby pile of debris 

ignited.  The man was 

treated for minor burns.   

Wisconsin public school 

students could learn how to 

safely use firearms, as part 

of a new Republican bill.  

Representative Ken 

Skowronski of Franklin and 

Senator Terry Moulton of 



Chippewa Falls have 

introduced a proposal to 

make the state D-N-R and 

education agency draft a 

curriculum for a safety 

course on firearms -- and 

schools can then voluntarily 

offer the class as electives.  

Skowronski's office tells the 

Wisconsin State Journal that 

a growing interest in trap 

shooting is the reason for 

the bill and target groups 

and gun clubs helped craft 

the measure.  It would show 

youngsters how handguns 

and rifles work and how to 

know when their safety 

locks are working. If the bill 

is passed and signed before 

September, it would take 

effect this fall. 
 

  
Forest Co. M.E. rules on 
youth death in Crandon News 7/6/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The Forest County Medical 

Examiner ruled the death of 

a 6-year old Crandon girl, 

found dead in early March 

is a homicide.  Amber Perry 

suffered from diabetic 

ketoacidosis and officials 



said the adults caring for 

her were negligent in that 

duty.  Officials said several 

adults were responsible for 

her and no formal charges 

are coming yet but the 

matter is still under 

investigation.   

 

A Joint Effort Marketing or 

Jem Grant is going to Eagle 

River’s annual September 

Ride.  The Department of 

Tourism will present the 

$5000 check later this 

month in a ceremony at the 

Chamber of Commerce.  

The September Ride is two 

events, the 50K Northwoods 

Road Ride and the 28-mile 

Three Eagle Trail Ride.  

Proceeds benefit the 

ongoing development of 

bike trails in eastern Vilas 

County.  The grant is used 

to advertise the event 

outside of the area. 

 

Lincoln County law 



enforcement got a staff 

boost with the addition of 

two patrol dogs.  Nina and 

Poncho, both German 

shepards completed 

training and deputies were 

assigned as handlers.  

They’ll be used for patrol, 

narcotic detection and 

tracking.  The dogs were 

available with a gift from 

the Biermann Foundation. 

 

Wisconsin Democrats have 

joined some other states in 

pursuing an expansion of 

government health care, 

saying it would assure high 

quality care and reduce 

costs for thousands while 

Republicans in Congress 

seek to scale back private 

Obamacare plans.  The bill, 

called "Badger Care for All" 

would be offered through 

the Obamacare insurance 

exchange at the state's 

cost.  California passed a 

single payer government 



plan last month 
 

  
Hobby Lobby to pay fine to 
govt. News 7/6/17 12p,5p  1:30 

 Hobby Lobby will pay a $3-

million federal fine and 

forfeit thousands of ancient 

Iraqi artifacts federal 

prosecutors say were 

intentionally mislabeled.  

Prosecutors filed a civil 

complaint in New York 

yesterday where the 

Oklahoma City-based 

company consented to the 

penalties and gave up 

cuneiform tablets, bricks 

and other artifacts 

allegedly shipped without 

proper identification.  

Hobby Lobby officials said 

they’ll adopt internal 

policies for importing 

cultural properties and 

better train their personnel.   

Republicans in the 

Wisconsin state Senate and 

Assembly have not met for 

a week and remain at odds 

over funding for 

transportation and K-12 

education. It’s an impasse 



that has stalled negotiations 

on the state budget which 

is now nearly a week 

overdue. 

Wisconsinites are among 

the most rude drivers in the 

nation.  That's according to 

a survey from "Kars 4 Kids," 

the charity that helps 

children by buying donated 

used autos.  Twenty-five-

hundred licensed drivers 

were surveyed around the 

country this past spring, and 

they ranked Wisconsin as 

having the 46th most 

courteous drivers for a 

grade of "D" -- and the state 

got "F's" for not letting other 

cars merge in front of them 

in heavy traffic and for 

stealing others' parking 

spaces.  Wisconsin drivers 

got an "A" plus for using 

their turn signals and 

average marks for the way 

they respond to slow drivers 

and responding rudely 

when being tailgated.  



State drivers also got a "D" 

for speeding up to stop 

drivers from passing them.  

The survey ranked Idaho as 

having the most courteous 

drivers, and New York the 

least courteous. 
 

 Heavy storms rolled across 
the state overnight  
 News 7/7/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Severe thunderstorms 

blossomed last night over 

the North bringing two-inch 

hail, heavy downpours and 

strong winds with them.  

Beginning around 7:30, 

reports of winds topping 60-

mph dropped trees and cut 

power to nearly 3400 

customers.  More than 1500 

were in the Rhinelander 

area.  WPS crews have cut 

those number nearly in half 

early this morning.  As the 

storms dropped to the 

LaCrosse area the hail grew 

to the size of baseballs 

causing widespread 

damage.   

 

Last month Oneida 

County’s Planning and 



Development Committee 

denied a conditional use 

permit for the Marshfield 

Clinic to expand its facilities 

in Minocqua.  They’re now 

going to appeal that 

decision to the Board of 

Adjustment.  In a statement 

yesterday clinic officials 

said they, “remain resolute 

in our intention to build a 

hospital in the Northwoods”.  

The plan includes adding a 

72,000 square foot, 30-

million dollar facility 

adjacent to their existing 

clinic.  Across the road is 

the Howard Young Medical 

Center, who’s been 

opposed to the expansion 

from the start.   

 

Rhinelander’s city council 

will act next week on a 

recommendation to hire 

Wendi Bixby to the vacant 

finance director/treasurer 

position.  She’s currently the 

city’s financial assistant and 



payroll specialist whose 

been filling in for Julie 

Ostrander who resigned in 

May.  The Finance, Wage 

and Salary Committee 

made the 

recommendation yesterday 

with the support of interim 

city administrator Keith Kost 

and Mayor Dick Johns.  The 

assistant’s position may go 

unfilled and will be 

reviewed at a later date.   

 

And in sports, the Brewers 

crushed the Cubs in 

Chicago, yesterday11-2 

and open a series with the 

Yankees tonight.   
 

  
Bad storms hit the state News 7/7/17 12p,5p 1:30 

Wisconsinites were waking 

up to more storm damage 

from last night and early this 

morning.  A funnel cloud 

was spotted near Hayward 

in the far northwest and 

virtually all regions of the 

state reported at least 

some hail.  Hail the size of 

softballs fell near 



Trempealeau, breaking 

numerous windows and 

pounding cars -- winds up 

to 60 were reported at 

Seymour -- officials in 

Beaver Dam say lightning 

may have started a fire that 

heavily damaged a home -

- and trees and power lines 

fell in much of the Door 

County tourist area.  Almost 

35-hundred electric 

customers throughout 

Wisconsin were without 

power early today -- and 

more thunderstorms are in 

the forecast later this 

afternoon and into 

Saturday. 

U-S Senator Tammy Baldwin 

took a page from Governor 

Scott Walker's playbook 

and hosted a media event 

on the Interstate to push for 

highway funding.  Baldwin, 

a Wisconsin Democrat, 

spoke with reporters on I-39-

90 at Newville in Rock 

County Thursday, to talk 



about a one-trillion dollar 

plan by her party to 

improve the nation's 

infrastructure.  Republican 

President Donald Trump has 

touted a similar plan and 

Baldwin says she wants to 

work with the White House.  

She says she would support 

the Trump plan if there's 

"real resources that come 

along with it."  Democrats 

say their package would 

create 15 million jobs 

throughout the course of 

ten years.  The Republican 

governor recently took to 

freeway news conferences 

to urge approval of a state 

highway funding package 

that remains in dispute 

among majority G-O-P 

lawmakers. 
 

  
Stevens Point looking into 
weekend shooting News 7/10/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

  Police in Stevens Point are 

looking into a weekend 

shooting incident.  Just after 

11 Saturday night they 

responded to reports of 

shots being fired at Rockie’s 



Bar on Main Street following 

an argument involving 

several people.  No one 

was hurt and the suspect 

fled before they arrived.   

Another Democrat is 

apparently considering a 

run for governor.  State 

schools superintendent Tony 

Evers is considering it.  Evers, 

who heads the state 

Department of Public 

Instruction, has been 

named as a possible 

candidate against 

Governor Scott Walker 

since winning a third term in 

April.  Meanwhile, House 

Speaker Paul Ryan of 

Janesville is facing one less 

challenger in next year’s 

race for Wisconsin’s first 

congressional district seat.  

The first Democrat to 

declare a run against the 

Republican has become 

the first to drop out of the 

race.  Former Ohio resident 

and political activist David 



Yankovich announced he's 

dropping out of the race 

and throwing his support 

behind iron worker and 

union activist Randy Bryce.  

We'll find out next week if 

Wisconsin will have record 

low unemployment.  A new 

U-W Madison report 

predicts a three-percent 

seasonally adjusted jobless 

rate for June -- which would 

tie the state's all time low 

from May through July of 

1999.  Republican Governor 

Scott Walker credits 

conservative policies for the 

fact that more Wisconsinites 

are working than ever 

before. But critics says 

wages have not kept pace 

with inflation in the last 

decade -- and most jobs 

created since 2010 were in 

low paying and low skilled 

areas, while higher skilled 

jobs have not seen much 

growth. 

 



 Massive storm dumps huge 
rainfall across southern 
Wisconsin 
 News 7/10/17 12p,5p 1:30 

 A bill to require the Joint 

Finance Committee to 

publicize budget items at 

least 48 hours before the 

panel acts on them was 

introduced in Madison.  

Republicans say it's hard for 

both houses to remove 

major policy items slipped in 

at the last minute -- and 

giving two days of advance 

notice would give both the 

public and other lawmakers 

time to respond.   They 

point to a still unreleased 

budget proposal to make 

major changes in the craft 

brewing industry, that 

brewers caught wind about 

more than one month ago.  

A recently leaked provision 

would force craft brewers 

to close their taprooms, by 

making outside distributors 

serve and sell their 

products. 

A massive storm dumped 

nearly 6 inches of rain in far 

southern Wisconsin.  The 



National Weather Service 

says it appeared to pick up 

steam about two this 

morning, as 1-2 inches fell in 

parts of southwest and 

western Wisconsin before it 

dumped up to four inches 

in Dane County and later 

about five-and-one-half 

inches in Kenosha County -- 

where a flash flood warning 

was in effect.  A ten block 

area near Kenosha got so 

flooded, the fire 

department ordered a 

shutoff of natural gas and 

electricity.  

Two people were arrested 

by Lincoln County deputies 

early yesterday morning.  

They were found in a 

vehicle in the ditch in the 

Town of Corning shortly 

after four.  The driver, a 53-

year old Medford man was 

cited for operating while 

intoxicated and his 

passenger, a 53-year old 

Dorchester woman, was 



arrested for felony bail 

jumping and felony OWI .   
 

  
Monico woman pleads no 
contest in theft case News 7/11/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The Monico woman 

accused of stealing more 

than $12,000 while working 

at a Minocqua credit union 

pleaded no contest 

yesterday.  24-year old 

Tabitha Kovac will spend 

30-days in jail with work 

release privileges, pay back 

more than $9000 and serve 

200 hours of community 

service.  She worked at the 

Park City Credit Union 

branch when a routine 

audit showed the funds 

missing between October 

of 2016 and January of this 

year.  Kovac will also serve 

two years probation and 

have financial counseling.   

A federal injunction requires 

the state to sharply reduce 

use of solitary confinement 

and pepper spray at 

Wisconsin’s juvenile prisons.  

Judge James Peterson 

ruled last month those 



practices are 

unconstitutional as 

practiced at the Lincoln 

Hills-Copper Lake facility 

near Irma in Lincoln County.  

The action is in response to 

a federal court lawsuit 

against the state 

Department of Corrections 

by current and former 

inmates represented by the 

American Civil Liberties 

Union of Wisconsin and the 

Juvenile Law Center.  The 

injunction released 

yesterday is a follow up 

from a court hearing last 

month in which Peterson 

was highly critical of the 

DOC’s management of the 

facility.  Peterson said some 

of the new limits need to be 

in place by July 21 and will 

drastically reduce the use 

of the practices. 

The State Supreme Court 

ruled Wisconsin 

homeowners don't have to 



let assessors inside as a 

condition for challenging 

their property taxes.  The 

court said such visits 

amount to unreasonable 

searches and that assessors 

need to get warrants if they 

can't obtain the 

homeowners' consent. 
 

  
State will not give voter data News 7/11/17 12p,5p 1:30 

 Wisconsin will not give 

personal voter data to a 

Donald Trump panel 

investigating election fraud, 

at least for now.  The 

federal Election Integrity 

commission told states to 

hold up on sending their 

data, until a judge in 

Washington State decides 

on a temporary restraining 

order as part of a lawsuit 

from a privacy group.  

Wisconsin has said it would 

only give the Trump panel 

what's publicly available in 

the Badger State -- voter 

names, addresses and 

when those people voted.  

The state Elections 



Commission said the Trump 

panel would have to pay 

12-thousand-500 dollars for 

that, just like political parties 

and candidates who buy 

the voter listings to help with 

their campaigns -- and 

among other things, the 

federal commission also 

wanted voters' party 

affiliations, reportedly to 

check out Trump's previous 

claim that he would have 

won the popular vote last 

November if it wasn't for 

illegal voters. Wisconsin 

does not require its voters to 

declare their parties. 

A Marshfield biotechnology 

firm will try to come up with 

a better way for Army 

medics to handle and 

preserve biological 

specimens. Microscopy 

Innovations has been given 

a 150-thousand dollar grant 

from the Defense 

Department's small business 

technology transfer 



program.  The company 

developed the patented 

"M" Prep system for 

preparing microscope 

specimens for many kinds 

of uses and C-E-O Mark 

Nelson says the new Army 

project is the latest 

example.  The Army's 

Medical Research and 

Material Command is 

looking for a new system to 

handle its biological 

specimens in the field then 

preserve them for lab 

processing and analysis.   
 

  
Lincoln Co. sheriff’s give 
details in recent stabbing 
incident News 7/12/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The Lincoln County Sheriff’s 

Department released 

details of a stabbing last 

weekend.  One person was 

hospitalized in Wausau and 

a Tomahawk man jailed in 

the incident early Saturday 

morning in the Township of 

Bradley.  Formal charges 

are expected Monday.  No 

other information is 

available.   

 



Tax increases passed by 

Illinois lawmakers to resolve 

that state’s  budget 

stalemate will end up 

costing Wisconsin about $51 

million over the next two 

years.  A memo released by 

Wisconsin’s non-partisan 

Legislative Fiscal Bureau 

says that’s because of the 

effect those increases will 

have on income tax 

reciprocity agreements 

between the two states.   

The report comes as 

Wisconsin lawmakers are 

trying to resolve the state’s 

own stalemate, which has 

caused the state budget to 

be more than a week 

overdue. 

Signs of Rhinelander 

sprucing up are all over with 

the recent completion of 

the downtown Streetscape 

Project and several others 

funded by private 

donations.  Musson Brothers 

http://www.thewheelerreport.com/wheeler_docs/files/0711lfb_01.pdf


donated 14 truckloads of 

sand, worth over $3000 for 

the beach at Hodag Park.  

The Community Foundation 

then kicked in $5000 for two 

new swimming docks.  A 

$2000 in-kind donation from 

Ministry Health Care put in 

two water fountains, one at 

the park and another at 

City Hall.  

 

The Vilas County Health 

Department reported a 

dead crow found last 

month tested positive for 

the West Nile virus.  The 

disease is spread through 

the bite of an infected 

mosquito and officials stress 

people should protect 

themselves from the insects.  

While the majority of 

people infected do not get 

sick, those who do exhibit 

flu-like symptoms.   
 

  
Wisconsin is dealing with 
more weather problems  N ews 7/12/17 12p,5p 1:30 

 Northwest and southern 

Wisconsin are dealing with 

floods and lots of damage, 



after more storms rumbled 

through the state overnight 

and early this morning.  The 

National Weather Service 

says a wall of a Menards' 

store was blown down near 

Saint Croix Falls and a 

house was blown off its 

foundation there.  In 

southern Wisconsin, part of 

the Highway 12 expressway 

was flooded in Walworth 

County, water built up in a 

Walworth County jail block 

for work release prisoners, a 

canal was closed near 

Browns Lake in Racine 

County and a rock slide 

and road washout were 

reported at Cassville along 

the Mississippi River in Grant 

County.  Cars were 

stranded in a number of 

places, as up to six more 

inches fell in parts of Racine 

and Kenosha counties -- the 

same place where up to six 

inches fell just two days 

ago.  Almost eight-



thousand electric 

customers were without 

power in the affected areas 

this morning.  , More rain is 

due in later today and 

tonight. 

The state's largest annual 

farm show is in the second 

day of its three day run.  

Wisconsin Farm Technology 

Days is held at Ebert 

Enterprises in Algoma, 

where about 600 businesses 

and other groups are 

showing off the latest in 

farm related technology 

and other innovations.  

Governor Scott Walker and 

state Agriculture Secretary 

Ben Brancel helped kick off 

the show yesterday, saying 

it represents the work of 

415-thousand Wisconsinites 

in the ag industry.  About 

45-thousand people are 

expected to attend the 

show by the time it ends 

late tomorrow. 
 

  News 7/14/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30  Portions of the Oneida 



Fire destroys Vilas Co. home  County Forestry 

Department’s ATV trail in 

the Town of Enterprise are 

closed.  Two segments, 

both the east loop from 

Shingle Mill Road south to 

the Parrish Highlands trail 

and the 1.4 mile segment 

from Hildebrand Lake Road 

south to Bowman Road will 

be closed until further 

notice.  The entire system 

will close for several days 

beginning Monday for 

rehabilitation work.   

Fire destroyed a Vilas 

County home yesterday.  

The Sheriff’s Department 

received a 911 call of the 

blaze at 5680 Cloverland 

Drive in the Township of 

Cloverland.  The residence 

had been vacant for some 

time and was fully involved 

when firefighters arrived.  

The cause remains under 

investigation. 

Two people were 

hospitalized following a two 



car crash near Harshaw 

yesterday afternoon.  The 

accident happened just 

before one near Oakridge 

Roan on Hwy 51.  The 

highway was down to one 

lane for several hours 

following the crash.   

Democrats in Madison are 

working on a bill to legalize 

marijuana in Wisconsin to 

generate new revenue.  

The measure would allow 

for recreational and 

medicinal use. 

Another part of downtown 

Rhinelander’s revamping 

began yesterday as the old 

Kabel Auto building on 

Stevens Street was 

demolished.  City officials 

are still discussion how to 

use he site of the aging 

structure, next to where to 

old Lindey Cleaners 

building was torn down last 

year.  A green space or 

parking lot are two ideas 

under consideration.  



Grants funded the majority 

of the project and the site is 

expected to be cleared by 

the end of the month. 
 

  
Two car accident in Harshaw 
yesterday  News 7/14/17 12p,5p 1:30 

 Portions of the Oneida 

County Forestry 

Department’s ATV trail in 

the Town of Enterprise are 

closed.  Two segments, 

both the east loop from 

Shingle Mill Road south to 

the Parrish Highlands trail 

and the 1.4 mile segment 

from Hildebrand Lake Road 

south to Bowman Road will 

be closed until further 

notice.  The entire system 

will close for several days 

beginning Monday for 

rehabilitation work.   

Fire destroyed a Vilas 

County home yesterday.  

The Sheriff’s Department 

received a 911 call of the 

blaze at 5680 Cloverland 

Drive in the Township of 

Cloverland.  The residence 

had been vacant for some 

time and was fully involved 



when firefighters arrived.  

The cause remains under 

investigation. 

Two people were 

hospitalized following a two 

car crash near Harshaw 

yesterday afternoon.  The 

accident happened just 

before one near Oakridge 

Roan on Hwy 51.  The 

highway was down to one 

lane for several hours 

following the crash.   

Democrats in Madison are 

working on a bill to legalize 

marijuana in Wisconsin to 

generate new revenue.  

The measure would allow 

for recreational and 

medicinal use. 

Another part of downtown 

Rhinelander’s revamping 

began yesterday as the old 

Kabel Auto building on 

Stevens Street was 

demolished.  City officials 

are still discussion how to 

use he site of the aging 

structure, next to where to 



old Lindey Cleaners 

building was torn down last 

year.  A green space or 

parking lot are two ideas 

under consideration.  

Grants funded the majority 

of the project and the site is 

expected to be cleared by 

the end of the month. 
 

  
Hodag Festival wrapped up 
last night News 7/17/17  6a,7a.,8a 1:30 

 The annual Hodag Country 

festival in Rhinelander 

wrapped up its weekend 

run last night.  Over 25,000 

music fans helped 

celebrate the 40th 

anniversary of the event, 

the second longest running 

outdoor country festival in 

the nation.  The highlight of 

the nine-day run was a 

check presentation to the 

National Honor Flight, 

where festival attendees 

purchased raffle tickets for 

prizes and all the proceeds 

going to send veterans to 

Washington DC to view the 

War Memorials.  After 

country superstar Neal 



McCoy led the audience in 

the Pledge of Allegiance, a 

$70,000 check was 

presented, not only filing 

the plane with veterans but 

naming the trip, the Hodag  

Country Festival Memorial 

Honor Flight.  The program 

has taken more than 20,000 

veterans to the nation’s 

capitol since 2005.   

An elderly Prairie du Chein 

couple were hurt after a 

traffic accident Saturday 

morning.  The Lincoln 

Country Sheriff’s 

department reported the 

accident on Hwy 51 near 

county K.  The driver, Lyle 

Ahles apparently suffered a 

medical problem, causing 

the vehicle to leave the 

road and crash into the 

trees.  Both he and his wife, 

Rosalia, were taken to 

Good Samaritan Hospital in 

Merrill then transferred to 

Wausau Apirus Hospital 

where they are in stable 



condition. 

The American Civil Liberties 

Union of Wisconsin wants to 

know if sheriff’s 

departments are working to 

enforce federal immigration 

laws.  The group filed open 

records requests, in an 

effort to discover the extent 

to which all 72 sheriff’s 

departments in Wisconsin 

are working with 

Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement. So far mixed 

results from law 

enforcement.      
 

  
Two car accident in the town 
of Bradley News 7/17/17 12p,5p 1:30 

 A Democratic businessman 

running for governor says he 

would consider letting 

public employees pay 

nothing toward their health 

insurance and pensions.  

Andy Gronik of Milwaukee 

elaborated on his 

comments from last week in 

which he said he would 

restore public workers' 

collective bargaining 

power, by dropping parts of 



G-O-P Governor Scott 

Walker's Act Ten union limits 

from 2011 -- which limited 

bargaining for most unions 

to just wages at or below 

inflation. It also required 

higher employee 

contributions for their 

pensions and health 

insurance.  Gronik said 

people are just as important 

as saving money.  The state 

G-O-P responds that 

Gronik's ideas would put 

"taxpayers on the hook" 

and that Act Ten has saved 

five-billion dollars. 

 At least two people were 

hurt after a two vehicle 

crash in the Town of Bradley 

yesterday morning.  The 

crash occurred on Hwy 8 at 

Northern Lights Circle Drive 

just before 10.  One vehicle 

rear ended another after it 

had slowed to turn onto 

Northern Lights Circle.  Two 

people were taken to 

Ministry Sacred Heart 



Hospital in Tomahawk.  

Traffic on the high was 

slowed about an hour. 

Flood waters continue to 

disappear near the Fox 

River, as another bridge 

reopened yesterday near 

Salem in Kenosha County.  

Officials say the bridge on 

County Trunk "F" is driveable 

again, as the Fox crept 

closer to getting back 

below its banks after last 

week's massive rains.  In 

Kenosha, the river was 

about four feet above its 

flood stage late Sunday 

night -- and should get 

back to about three feet of 

its eleven foot flood stage 

Tuesday morning.   
 

  
Mole Lake issues statement 
on tribal leader News 7/18/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A statement from the Mole 

Lake band of Chippewa is 

expected soon regarding 

charges being filed against 

Tribal Chairman Chris 

McGeshick.  The 52-year 

old Crandon resident faces 

a felony charge of false 



imprisonment and two 

misdeameanors including 

battery and disorderly 

conduct.  Last month he 

allegedly physically 

confronted a tribal member 

for not turning over a cell 

phone.  He was treated for 

a shoulder sprain and facial 

contusion.  McGeshick was 

not available for comment.  

He’s due in court August 

second for an initial 

appearance. 

 

The operator of a buggy 

was killed in a crash last 

night in Wood County.  The 

State Patrol reports the 

accident happened on 

Hwy 73 just south of Vesper 

where the buggy was struck 

by a car.  Officials 

confirmed the victim was a 

member of the Amish 

community.  No other 

information was 

immediately available. 

Efforts to fight opiate abuse 



in Wisconsin continued 

yesterday, as Governor 

Scott Walker signed 11 bills 

during stops around the 

state, three of them in 

Wausau at DC Everest High 

School, that are aimed at 

stopping the epidemic.  The 

governor said opiate 

addiction crosses all 

borders. “The small towns, 

suburbs, big cities, 

everywhere in between. It 

crosses economic status, 

political status, 

demographics of every 

kind.”   To date - 28 bills 

relating to the epidemic will 

have been signed into law 

in Wisconsin.  

Rhinelander’s Pioneer Park 

will be transformed into a 

hospital unit tomorrow as 

the Community Blood 

Center conducts its 8th 

annual Hodag MASH blood 

drive.  Running from 8-5, it’s 

a major contributor for 



blood across the North.   

 

  
Lincoln Co. sheriff’s dept. 
identify stabbing victim News 7/18/17 12p,5p 1:30 

 The Lincoln County Sheriff’s 

Department officially 

identified the suspect in a 

stabbing earlier this month.  

24-year old Cody Jensen of 

Tomahawk was taken into 

custody after the incident 

early Saturday morning, July 

8th in the Township of 

Bradley.  The victim was 

treated at a local hospital 

but little is known of the 

condition.  Jensen was in 

court yesterday, charged 

with misdemeanor bail 

jumping and four felonies 

including first degree 

attempted homicide.  He’s 

jailed on a $100,000 cash 

bond and back in court 

next week.   

We'll soon find out how 

much damage occurred in 

last Wednesday's floods 

after eight inches of rain in 

far southeast Wisconsin.  

State officials say damage 



assessments began 

yesterday in Racine, 

Kenosha, and Walworth 

counties -- even as flood 

waters are still present.  The 

National Weather Service 

says the Fox River at 

Burlington was expected to 

drop below its flood stage 

overnight, but the Fox at 

New Munster in Kenosha 

County will only drop to a 

moderate flood stage later 

today.  And forecasters 

expect more rain on and 

off from tonight into 

Saturday.  Local officials 

report crop damage in 

parts of the region and 

Walworth County alone has 

had 250 calls from residents 

who've reported flood 

damage. 

A traveling version of the 

Vietnam Veterans Memorial 

will be in Superior Thursday 

through Sunday.  It's a half 

sized replica of the long 

black wall in Washington 



with the names of all 58-

thousand service members 

who died in the Vietnam 

War in the 1960s and '70s.  A 

mobile education center is 

part of the exhibit. 
 

 
Mole Lake supports tribal 
chairman in recent incident News 7/19/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Mole Lake’s Tribal 

Government is supporting 

its chairman in light of 

criminal charges.  52-year 

old Chris McGeshick is 

accused of physically 

assaulting another tribal 

member earlier this month.  

In a statement the Tribal 

Council said the charges 

are groundless and do a 

great disservice to the 

community.  He’s due in 

Forest County Court August 

2nd, something the tribe 

took issue with since the 

Sokaogon Chippewa are a 

sovereign nation with its 

own system of justice and 

were surprised they weren’t 

informed of the charges.   

 

A 21-year old Merrill man, in 



custody since mid-January 

of last year now faces 

homicide charges in the 

death of his father.  Tyler 

Monroe will be formally 

charged next week with the 

stabbing death of 55-year 

old Kevin Monroe, whose 

body was found hidden in 

his Wisconsin Street duplex, 

where it had been nearly 

two weeks.  Originally 

charged with multiple 

felonies including bail 

jumping and possessing 

firearms, amended charges 

will include first degree 

intentional homicide and 

hiding a corpse.   

 

Having served a sentence 

for attempted 2nd degree 

sexual assault of a child, a 

Lac du Flambeau man will 

be released to the 

community next month.  41-

year old Steven Burgess will 

be living on Chickaree Lake 

Road in Vilas County.  He 



was convicted of the crime 

in 1995 and will be on 

intensive supervision, 

including GPS monitoring.  

He was originally released in 

August of 2012 but arrested 

three years later for 

violations of the supervised 

release.  He successful 

served an Alternative to 

Revocation sentence and 

will be released August first. 
 

 
Harley Davison to cut jobs News 7/19/17 12p,5p 1:30 

Harley Davidson will cut 

about 180 jobs this fall and 

the motorcycle engine 

plant at Menomonee Falls 

will be among those most 

affected.  The United 

Steelworkers Union says a 

bike assembly plant in 

Kansas City will also be hard 

hit -- and beside the job 

cuts, temporary furloughs 

are also expected.  Union 

sub district director Ross 

Winklbauer says his 

members "did not see this 

coming."  Harley 

announced yesterday it 



would reduce its workforce 

in the wake of a nine-point-

three percent decline in 

motorcycle sales in the 

second quarter of this year, 

compared to one year 

ago. 

 

The Rhinelander Area Food 

Pantry reached a milestone 

level surpassing distribution 

of over 5 million pounds of 

food.  The food pantry 

passed the mark earlier this 

month and will celebrate 

the accomplishment at the 

annual volunteer 

appreciation lunch 

tomorrow.  Executive 

Director Guy Hansen, said 

reaching the mark is bitter 

sweet.  On one hand it 

demonstrates the 

generosity of the 

community to donate the 

food and money necessary 

but on the other hand it is 

sad to think that, just in this 

community alone, such a 



tremendous need still exists.  

Rhinelander Area Food 

Pantry was established in 

2005 and began distributing 

food to area families in 

need.  

 

The Enterprise ATV Trail 

system reopened yesterday 

afternoon.  It had been 

closed for maintenance 

 

Republican state legislative 

leaders are meeting again 

today with Governor Scott 

Walker, but it remains to be 

seen whether they can 

agree on a new state 

budget that's 19 days 

overdue. State spending 

continues at levels from the 

last budget. 
 

 
Marshfield Clinic plans to 
expand it’s Minocqua facility News 7/20/17 6a,7a,8a 1:20 

Marshfield Clinic’s plans to 

expand their Minocqua 

facility are in the appeal 

process.  Last month 

Oneida County’s Planning 

and Development 

Committee denied a 



conditional use permit to 

add 72,000 square feet for 

a 12-bed hospital.  The 30-

million dollar project is right 

across the road from the 

Howard Young Medical 

Center.  The Board of 

Adjustment will now hear 

the appeal and will hire 

outside legal counsel for 

help.  Officials with 

Marshfield say if the 

Minocqua location doesn’t 

work out there are other 

alternatives.  The provider 

hasn’t yet formally filed the 

appeal.   

Officials in Wausau are 

looking at plans for more 

road improvements.  

Construction on Thomas 

Street is already in progress 

and now they’re 

considering work on South 

First Avenue from Thomas to 

Stewart Avenue.  The plan 

would change the current 

double one way to a single 

lane with a parking, bike 



and buffer lane added.  

Developers, listening to 

feedback from the public, 

will effort leaving trees to 

make the area look more 

residential.  Construction is 

planned for 2019.   

Assembly Republicans will 

take their time reviewing a 

budget plan offered by the 

Senate.  Speaker Robin Vos 

made the statement 

leaving a closed-door 

meeting with the governor 

and Senate majority leader 

Scott Fitzgerald yesterday 

afternoon.  He said while 

specifics weren’t discussed, 

they are trying to get to the 

point of negotiating.  The 

Senate plan continues to 

rely on borrowing to pay for 

transportation – an 

approach Assembly 

Republicans are opposed 

to.  Vos said they still want 

to respect the work done 

by the Senate and spend 



time reviewing the proposal. 

 

 
Some state roads are not 
driveable after heavy rains News 7/20/17 12p,5p 1:30 

The National Weather 

Service says all roads 

leading into Arcadia were 

closed this morning and 

"water rescues" were taking 

place in the wake of more 

storms and floods.  Nearby 

Frenchville in Trempealeau 

County had six and a 

quarter inches of rain from 

last night through five a-m, 

as flash floods caused road 

washouts and closures in 

the La Crosse area.  Xcel 

Energy said almost four-

thousand customers were 

without power in western 

Wisconsin as of 6:15, and 

Alliant Energy had 51-

hundred customers out in 

the southern half of the 

state.  Grant County sheriff's 

deputies reported possible 

tornado damage in the 

Blue River area, a gas leak 

at a commercial building in 

Muscoda and houses hit by 



lightning close to Fennimore 

and Lancaster -- and in 

Wisconsin Dells, lightning 

reportedly hit the roof of the 

Chula Vista Resort's indoor 

waterpark. More heavy 

rains are forecast for the 

evening. 

Private schools getting state 

tax money to educate low 

income kids will have to 

conduct background 

checks on their employees. 

Governor Scott Walker 

signed a bill to that effect 

yesterday, as he made 

mostly technical changes 

to the state's private school 

choice voucher program.  

Among other things, the 

new law eliminates 

academic performance 

standards for voucher 

schools -- and the state's 

public education agency 

did not object because the 

voucher schools will still 

have to be graded for 

school report cards. 



Members of sporting groups 

join former state D-N-R 

wardens in opposing a 

Republican bill to keep 

wardens off private land 

unless they suspect 

violations.   
 

 
A man is in custody after a 
search for a man with 
several weapons was found News 7/21/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A man is in custody after a 

search for a man armed 

with several firearms.  The 

Oneida County Sheriff’s 

Department reported a 911 

came in just after 6:30 last 

night from a subject saying 

a friend drove his van onto 

a side road, into the woods 

off Hwy 45 in Elcho and set 

it on fire.  The caller also 

said he heard three 

gunshots.  The Hwy was 

closed several hours as law 

enforcement searched for 

the suspect who was 

reportedly suicidal.   

Meanwhile two Shawano 

County deputies were 

cleared of any wrongdoing 

in a shooting incident 

involving a suicidal man.  



Deputies Spencer Russ and 

Chase Mason were justified 

in the wounding of 53-year 

old Daniel Onesti of 

Wittenberg who threatened 

the officers and allegedly 

rammed their squad car 

with his truck.  The incident 

took place back in 

February.   

Central Wisconsin Airport in 

Mosinee is drafting its 

master plan and turning to 

the public for input.  

Residents attended an 

open house yesterday and 

met to discuss the plans for 

the next 20 years for the 

facility.  Projects include 

runway safety, snow 

removal and long-term 

aviation plans.  Officials will 

compile the information 

and begin implementing 

the plan in the near future. 

Governor Scott Walker is 

keeping quiet on what the 

state may consider offering 

Taiwan-based Foxconn to 



lure the iPhone maker to 

build a new factory in 

Wisconsin.  Walker said 

there’s no deal currently on 

the table and no incentive 

package to talk about yet.  

The state is trying to 

convince Foxconn to open 

a major factory in 

southeastern Wisconsin.  
 

 
A Waukesha man is in 
custody News 7/21/17 12p,5p 1:30 

A Waukesha man is in 

custody following gunshots 

and a search last night on 

the north side of Pelican 

Lake.  51-year old Richard 

Hitchcock will be referred to 

the DA’s office for charges 

of arson and endangering 

safety by use of a 

dangerous weapon while 

intoxicated.  Shortly after 

6:30 Hitchcock allegedly 

drove a friends van onto a 

side road off Hwy 45, into 

the woods and set it on fire.  

A 911 call reported the 

incident and several gun 

shots being fired.   The 

highway was closed several 



hours while authorities 

searched for the suspect.  

The YMCA of the 

Northwoods has new 

leadership at the top.  Ryan 

Zietlow spent the last 10 

years at the Greater Green 

Bay YMCA, the last four 

years as the Executive 

Director of the West Side 

Branch.  He’s now the CEO 

in Rhinelander, filling the 

position of Laurie Schlitt who 

left in April for the Executive 

role in Mukwonago.   

The largest bank based in 

Wisconsin is about to 

acquire the state's third 

largest.  Associated Banc 

Corp of Green Bay will buy 

Bank Mutual of Brown Deer 

for about 482-million dollars.  

Associated has 250 offices 

and branches, all in 

Wisconsin or close to it in 

Minnesota and Illinois -- and 

Bank Mutual's 58 branches 

will get the Associated 

name if federal regulators 



okay the deal early next 

year.  Officials say it would 

improve technology and 

compete better with 

national institutions, 

although some branches 

will be colosidated.   

Associated currently has 

Wisconsin's third largest 

market share behind B-M-O 

Harris and U-S Bank. 
 

 
Ashland Co. sheriff’s 
investing boating death News 7/24/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The Ashland County Sheriff's 

Office is investigating the 

death of a man found in his 

boat on Lake Superior.  

Authorities got a call from a 

person who had spotted an 

18-foot boat pinned against 

a small break-wall near his 

home.  The man was found 

unresponsive in that boat 

and was pronounced dead 

at the scene.  His name 

hasn't been released.   

Eau Claire police say an 

officer has fatally shot a 59-

year-old man after he fired 

a shotgun at authorities.  

Police were asked for a 



welfare check of the man, 

who made "homicidal and 

suicidal" comments to an 

acquaintance.  Officers 

found the man standing 

outside with a hand gun.  

He refused to cooperate 

during crisis negotiation, 

and at one point fired a 

shotgun through a window 

at authorities.  An officer 

then shot the man. He was 

pronounced dead at the 

scene. 

Storms downstate dropping 

trees and causing 

substantial flooding have 

closed state parks and 

trails.  Crews in southern 

and western Wisconsin 

have been clearing debris 

since Wednesday.  The 

horse campground and all 

horse trails at Wildcat 

Mountain State Park will be 

closed most of this week.  

The sand beaches, boat 

landings and some parking 

lots at Governor Dodge are 



either partially or fully 

submerged.  Trails and 

portions of trails will be 

closed until damage can 

be assessed, downed trees 

cleared and water recedes 

at: Blue Mound, Governor 

Nelson, Tower Hill, Governor 

Dodge, Wyalusing, Wildcat 

Mountain and Perrot state 

parks; Badger, Military 

Ridge, Sugar River, Elroy 

Sparta, the 400 and Great 

River state trails. 
 

 
EAA air show opens  News 7/24/17 12p,5p 1:30 

The Lincoln County Sheriff’s 

department reported 

several incidents over the 

weekend including a 24-

year old Rhinelander 

woman arrested Saturday 

night on a battery charge.  

Deputies responded to a 

business in the town of 

Bradley just after 10 

following reports of a fight.  

The woman struck a man 

several times in the face 

after a verbal 

confrontation.  Sunday 



morning a 40-year old 

Wausau man was arrested 

on a disorderly conduct 

charge in the town on Rock 

Falls.  A few hours later a 69-

year old Minnesota man 

was hurt after a motorcycle 

crash in Merrill.  The 

accident reported at the 

intersection of Hwys K and 

C.  He’s listed in serious 

condition. 

The 65th annual E-A-A 

AirVenture show opened 

today in Oshkosh. 

Thousands of people and 

vintage airplanes arrived at 

the show grounds yesterday 

to get ready for the week-

long event -- which, among 

other things, will celebrate 

the 50th anniversary of the 

Apollo space program that 

put men on the moon.  A 

reunion of Apollo astronauts 

is planned, which includes 

Milwaukee native James 

Lovell -- along with a panel 

discussion Friday night and 



a new exhibit for the year 

round E-A-A Aviation 

Museum that includes a 

rock from the moon, 

brought back during the 

Apollo 15 mission.  The Navy 

Blue Angels' flight 

demonstration team plans 

its first full appearance at 

Oshkosh with shows 

Wednesday through Friday 

plus appearances on the 

ground. The 90th 

anniversary of Charles 

Lindbergh's flight across the 

Atlantic and 75th 

anniversary of the Doolittle 

Raid will both be observed 

with lectures and flight 

recreations. 

 

 
A reminder to lock valuables 
after a string of break ins.  News 7/25/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The Lincoln County Sheriff’s 

office reminds people to 

secure their property as a 

rash of thefts is being 

investigated.  Multiple 

reports over the last month 

detail thefts of utility trailers, 

ATV’s and fishing 



equipment.  The complaints 

are scattered across the 

county including the Merrill, 

Tomahawk and Gleason 

areas.  In all cases the items 

were unsecured.  

Meanwhile, another report 

of vandalism at the historic 

Estonian Church in rural 

Gleason.  The building is in a 

very secluded area and the 

sheriff’s office is seeking 

help from the public.  This is 

the third time this year the 

church has been 

vandalized.   

Governor Scott Walker has 

downplayed reports of a 

deal with Foxconn was 

imminent, but there’s talk 

the tech giant could 

announce a deal in 

Milwaukee Thursday.  The 

Taiwanese company 

manufactures screens for 

cellphones among many 

other products.  Multiple 

sources confirmed meetings 

in Madison at the UW 



relating to research and 

development capabilities in 

technology and life 

sciences.   

 Heavy rains and floods 

caused a lot of damage to 

Wisconsin's farm crops.  The 

U-S-D-A says crops, barns 

and trees blew down during 

multiple rounds of 

thunderstorms last week -- 

Officials say it was the sixth 

straight week Wisconsin 

farm fields had excessive 

rains somewhere in the 

state. 

The annual Langlade 

County Fair opens in Antigo 

tomorrow for its five day 

run.  Operating since 1886, 

the fair features many 

family events including a 

50th anniversary special for 

the carnival where all ride 

tickets are 50-cents.  Demo 

derby’s, racing, 

entertainment, food and 

more is available at the 

fairgrounds on Hwy 45. 



 

 
President Trump loses voter 
confidence in Wisconsin News 7/25/17 12p,5p 1:30 

Another poll shows 

President Donald Trump 

continues to lose some of 

the support he had when 

he won Wisconsin last 

November.  A new Gallup 

Poll shows 43-percent of 

Wisconsin adults approve of 

what Trump's doing -- while 

52-percent disapprove.  

Gallup says Wisconsin, 

Michigan, and 

Pennsylvania essentially 

decided last November's 

election -- mainly because 

all three states carried the 

G-O-P nominee for the first 

time since the 1980s.  And 

the poll shows Trump's 

approval in all three states is 

now just slightly above the 

national average of 40-

percent, with 54-percent 

disapproving.  However, 

Gallup has Trump doing a 

little better in Wisconsin 

than his 41-percent 

approval in the Marquette 



Law School poll of 

registered voters about one 

month ago. 

 An estimated eight-million 

Americans have 

motorcycle licenses without 

having their own bikes.  And 

as Harley Davidson's current 

sales tumble, the 

Milwaukee motorcycle 

maker is looking to that 

group to keep its 115-year-

old business going.  Harley 

wants to attract two-million 

new riders in the U-S during 

the decade, which would 

represent a 25-percent 

increase in the numbers 

motorcycles registered 

throughout the nation.  But 

Cycle World magazine says 

Harley has some big social 

and demographic hurdles 

to cross.  It says the median 

age of a U-S motorcyclist is 

45 -- and the industry's 

current hurdles are that 

baby boomers are cutting 

back on their spending just 



before they retire and 

millennials wonder if it's 

worth spending thousands 

on a new bike while they're 

struggling with student loan 

repayments. 

In sports, the Brewers open 

a series tonight with 

Washington. 
 

 
Minocqua police arrest man 
involved in recent dispute News 7/26/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Earlier this month, 

Minocqua Police were 

investigating a disturbance 

downtown where a man 

was discovered 

unconscious, laying in the 

street.  He was in serious but 

stable condition.  Tuesday, 

they arrested 45-year old 

Lee Golden or Freedom, 

Wisconsin on charges of 

aggravated battery and 

disorderly conduct.  He’s 

due in Oneida County 

Court September first.   

The US Senate blocked a 

wide-ranging proposal by 

Republicans to repeal 

much of former President 

Barack 



Obama's health care law 

and replace it with a more 

restrictive plan.  The late 

night vote rejected the plan 

on the first ballot on an 

amendment, highlighting 

the problems Republicans 

will have in overturning the 

plan.   

The annual Lincoln County 

Fair opens in Merrill today 

with a variety of family 

events.  Loaded with 

vendor, a carnival, game 

and ride area, livestock 

showing and entertainment 

are among the activities at 

the revamped fairgrounds 

downtown.  The fair runs 

through Sunday. 

A new family attraction is in 

the works in Marathon 

County, according to 

Sawmill Adventure Park 

officials.  More than 7,000 

square feet of trampolines, 

themed indoor playground 

and climbing walls are set 



to be added to the existing 

Sawmill Mini Golf Course in 

Rothschild, behind the 

Cedar Creek Mall.  The 

trampoline park is the first of 

its kind in central Wisconsin. 

According to a news 

release, sports and fitness 

programs and competitive 

jumping will be offered, 

along with "old-fashioned 

jumping fun."  The park is set 

to open next year. 

And in sports, the Brewers 

found their bats and shelled 

Washington 8-0. 

 

 
More heavy rains hit the 
state News 7/26/17 12p,5p 1:30 

Much of Wisconsin is seeing 

more of the heavy rains 

that have pounded the 

Badger State this month.  

The National Weather 

Service says scattered 

thunderstorms will rumble 

into the evening for all but 

the northwest quarter of the 

state.  Heavy rains and 

localized flooding are 

possible, along with large 



hail and damaging winds in 

southern and southeast 

areas.  Parts of Pierce and 

Saint Croix counties east of 

the Twin Cities had a severe 

thunderstorm warning 

around five this morning 

after storms cropped up 

east of River Falls -- and the 

Merrill area had three 

quarter inch hail last night. 

Meanwhile, flood warnings 

continue on the Baraboo, 

Fox, Pecatonica and Sugar 

rivers due to last week's 

downpours.  The 

Pecatonica at Martintown is 

almost five feet above its 

flood stage. 

 It's getting harder for 

people to fight off phone 

scams.  Wisconsin's 

Consumer Protection 

Bureau says imposters have 

been calling people in at 

least eight states, "spoofing" 

as the state's "Consumer 

Protection Hotline" -- and 

they're using an 800-



number to call people, a 

telltale sign that the call's a 

fraud, at least in Wisconsin.  

Frank Frasetto of the state's 

consumer agency says his 

bureau does not use a toll 

free number to call people 

-- and if they do call 

consumers, they'll use the 

area code for Madison, 6-0-

8.  Frasetto says one person 

lost 500-dollars when told 

that the person's phone 

service would be 

disconnected.  Another 

caller left a message about 

Wisconsin's Do Not Call List, 

which is now being handled 

by the federal government. 
 

 
Traffic accident sends a 
person to the hospital  News 7/27/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A traffic accident yesterday 

afternoon sent one person 

to the hospital.  The Oneida 

County Sheriff’s 

Department reported the 

crash about 1:30 yesterday 

afternoon on Hwy 17 near 

Gleason.  Inattentive driving 

led to the collision as a 

vehicle turning into a 



driveway was struck from 

behind.  Both lanes of 17 

were closed for about half 

an hour as the accident 

scene was cleared.   

After weeks of speculation, 

officials from Foxconn 

joined President Donald 

Trump and Governor Scott 

Walker at the White House 

yesterday to announce the 

Taiwanese electronics 

maker will be building a 

factory in southeastern 

Wisconsin.  The company 

plans to invest $10 billion to 

create a state-of-the-art 

manufacturing facility 

making liquid-crystal display 

panels, a major component 

in many consumer 

electronics.  The factory will 

initially employ about 3,000 

people, but that could 

grow to as many 13,000 

jobs.  A specific location for 

the 20 million square foot 

campus, dubbed the 

“Wisconn Valley,” has not 



yet been determined.  

While Republicans are 

taking credit, Democrats 

are already voicing 

concerns about the deal, 

questioning where the 

money to provide the 

incentives being offered to 

the company, and whether 

it would result in taxpayers 

helping to fund thousands 

of private sector jobs. 

Meanwhile, a Central 

Wisconsin company 

announced a major 

expansion.  Greenheck 

Corporation, manufacturers 

of fans and air conditioning 

and control equipment, 

headquartered in Schofield 

begins a $19-million project 

next month adding 34,000 

square feet to their 

distribution center and a 

20,000 square foot addition 

to their Mosinee damper 

facility.  Greenheck has 

already added 63 jobs this 



year and more are 

expected. 

 

 
The future of Obamacare is 
on hold News 7/27/17 12p,5p 1:30 

The future of Obamacare 

remains uncertain, after the 

U-S Senate said no 

yesterday to a "clean 

repeal" with up to two more 

years to come up with a 

replacement.  Wisconsin 

Republican Ron Johnson 

voted in favor of simply 

ending the Affordable Care 

Act in two years -- but 

seven other Republicans 

joined all Democrats in 

voting no and the repeal 

was rejected.  A 20 hour 

debate period was 

expected to end today, 

when a "vote-a-rama" 

would take place in which 

senators could bring up 

amendments and vote on 

them.  Wisconsin's Tammy 

Baldwin and the other 

Democrats were planning 

to offer hundreds of 

amendments, but Minority 



Leader Chuck Schumer 

now says his party will not 

suggest anything more until 

the G-O-P majority discloses 

the final bill it wants to pass. 

Making screen panels for T-

Vs might not be the only 

thing Foxconn does in 

Wisconsin.  Executives of 

the Taiwanese firm 

reportedly met with the U-W 

Madison cancer center 

about ways they can 

collaborate on cancer 

research.  Foxconn 

chairman Terry Gou lost his 

younger brother and his first 

wife to cancer -- and he is 

said to have donated 

hundreds of millions of 

dollars to the National 

Taiwan University's cancer 

center and newly created 

foundation.  Yesterday, 

Gou joined President 

Donald Trump and 

Wisconsin officials in 

announcing that Foxconn 

would invest ten-billion 



dollars with three-billion in 

state incentives for a new L-

C-D screen plant with up to 

13-thousand jobs, most 

likely in the southeast part 

of the state.  
 

 
Price Co. investigates a car 
crash News 7/28/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The Price County Sheriff’s 

Department is investigating 

a three car crash that 

hospitalized several people.  

The accident was reported 

just before 11 yesterday 

morning on Hwy 13 and 

Johnson Road in Ogema.  

Three people were 

transported by ambulance 

and Medivac Air.  No other 

information is available.   

The Waukesha man 

arrested last week after 

torching a van and firing a 

weapon in Pelican Lake 

was formally charged 

yesterday.  51-year old 

Richard Hitchcock was in 

Oneida County Court 

yesterday, charged with 

possessing a firearm while 

intoxicated.  His actions 



were allegedly spurred by 

news his wife was cheating 

on him.  He’s free on a 

$2500 signature bond and 

due back in court August 

21st.   

Portage County officials are 

looking into a fire that 

injured one person last 

night.  Firefighters in Stevens 

Point quickly put out the 

blaze in a tractor that was 

mowing a field near Badger 

Avenue on the city’s east 

side around 8:00.  The 

operator was flown to a 

burn center in Madison.  His 

condition is unknown.   

Governor Scott Walker is 

responding to skeptics of a 

proposed incentive 

package being offered to 

Foxconn.  The Taiwanese 

electronics 

maker announced 

Wednesday  it would invest 

$10 billion to build a 

massive campus in 

southeastern Wisconsin, 

http://www.wrn.com/2017/07/foxconn-plans-10-billion-investment-in-wisconsin/
http://www.wrn.com/2017/07/foxconn-plans-10-billion-investment-in-wisconsin/


which could employ up 

13,000 people.  Democrats 

questioned whether the 

state is giving up too much 

to lure the company to the 

state – with a proposed 

package that would give 

Foxconn up to $3 billion in 

tax credits over the next 15 

years.  Walker noted the 

company can only get the 

breaks if it lives up to its 

promises.  

 

 
Milwaukee VA hospital is 
scrutinized News 7/28/17 12p,5p 1:30 

The Veterans Administration 

just issued a report spelling 

out problems at 

Milwaukee's Zablocki V-A 

Medical Center.  The 

agency's inspector general 

made five 

recommendations to 

improve staffing and safety 

in the center's residential 

mental health rehab 

program.  That was after 

former Army Ranger Cole 

Schuler died in November 

of 2015 from a heroin 



overdose less than two 

weeks after he entered the 

unit.  The Milwaukee County 

medical examiner blamed 

the death on the toxicity of 

mixed drugs.  Daniel 

Zomchek, who became the 

Milwaukee V-A's new 

medical center director last 

year, says almost all the 

recommendations have 

been carried out with more 

staffing and security, plus 70 

more surveillance cameras. 

Wisconsin Republican Ron 

Johnson is disappointed 

with what he calls a 

"dysfunctional process" in 

the U-S Senate, after the G-

O-P majority failed to pass a 

health care bill this week. 

  The Senate voted 51-49 

early this morning to reject 

the so called "skinny repeal" 

of Obamacare which 

would have thrown out 

requirements that 

Americans buy health 

insurance and make larger 



employers offer it to their 

workers while delaying a 

tax for medical devices.  

Three Republicans joined all 

Democrats including 

Wisconsin's Tammy Baldwin 

in voting no. The "skinny 

repeal" would have 

triggered negotiations with 

the House on a final 

compromise but the next 

move is now uncertain. 

Senate Majority Leader 

Mitch McConnell says he'll 

seek ideas from Democrats. 

Four people have been 

hospitalized after a 

seaplane tipped while 

trying to take off from a 

water base at the E-A-A 

AirVenture show in Oshkosh. 

Two are in critical condition.   
 

 
State DNR says it’s ready for 
Foxconn News 7/31/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The state D-N-R says it's 
ready for Foxconn. The 
agency will conduct a number 
of environmental reviews for 
the various air and water 
pollution permits the company 
will need. In the memorandum 



of understanding signed this 
week, the state promised to 
speed up the reviews -- and 
the Milwaukee Journal 
Sentinel says there's been 
speculation that some current 
laws will ease up so Foxconn 
can build its ten-billion dollar 
L-C-D smartphone screen 
facility. D-N-R spokesman Jim 
Dick says Foxconn represents 
a "great opportunity" for 
Wisconsin and it vows to get 
everything done despite a six-
percent drop in the agency's 
workforce during the Walker 
era that began in 2011. 
 
 In Wisconsin, the Winnebago 
County Sheriff's Office 
identifies the woman killed in a 
plane accident last week as 
71-year-old Diane Linker of 
Sauk Rapids, Minnesota.  She 
was one of three people from 
Minnesota who were on a 
seaplane when it tried to take 
off from Lake Winnebago.  
The plane hit a large wave 
and overturned, killing Linker 
and critically injuring a second 



person.  A third person was 
treated and released. The 
plane and its passengers were 
in Wisconsin for the annual 
Experimental Aircraft 
Association event. 
 
An anonymous donor will be 
paying for all school supplies 
for students in the Bloomer 
School District September 
5th.  The donation will cover 
the purchase of items like 
scissors, notebooks and glue.  
Superintendent Brian Misfeldt 
says he's not sure of the exact 
amount of the donation, but he 
it is "significant."   
 

 
State senator Baldwin 
speaks about state’s VA 
hospitals News 7/31/17 12p,5p 1:30 

U-S Senator Tammy Baldwin 
says she wants to see the V-A 
be a leader in the effort to end 
the nation's opioid epidemic.  
The Wisconsin Democrat 
visited the Tomah Veterans 
Administration Hospital over 
the weekend. Baldwin says 
she has confirmed that every 
physician who prescribes 
medication at the Tomah 
hospital has successfully 



completed opioid training.  
She says her visit gives her 
confidence health care is 
"moving in the right direction." 

  

The U-S Geological Survey is 
reporting cases of chronic 
wasting disease are on the 
rise nationwide.  A federal 
study just released says the 
growth in the number of cases 
is so great localized herds 
could become extinct.  So far 
this year, the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural 
Resources has confirmed 
eight cases of chronic wasting 
disease, all in the southern 
part of the state.  The D-N-R's  
aggressive approach to 
controlling chronic wasting 
disease over the last 15 years 
discouraged hunters because 
it resulted in a major decline in 
Wisconsin's deer population. 
 
Cork made in southeastern 
Wisconsin will be used in the 
heat shield on the crew 
capsule and rocket for a 



spacecraft being built for deep 
space missions.  Amorim Cork 
in Trevor is working with other 
NASA contractors on the 
project.  The newest version of 
the spacecraft is being 
designed for missions like a 
manned flight to Mars.  
Amorim employees 80 people 
who make cork products used 
in everything from sports 
flooring to automotive 
gaskets.  NASA officials say 
thousands of American 
businesses are involved in the 
project . 
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Rhinelander police 
investigate concrete block 
throwing at police car News 8/1/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Rhinelander Police continue 
their investigation after a 
concrete block was tossed off 
a downtown building onto an 
Oneida Country Sheriff’s 
department squad car.  No 
one was hurt but the damage 



to car is nearly $7000.  
Deputies were investigating a 
disturbance in an alley when 
the incident occurred.  The city 
is now looking into lighting the 
area but it’s technically private 
property and some officials 
say paying for it may set a 
precedent.  But others 
maintain the safety factor 
outweighs that.  Downtown 
Rhinelander, Incorporated 
would buy the lights while the 
city would pay for the power.  
The city council could discuss 
the matter later this month. 
 

A 22-year old Antigo woman is 
in the Langlade County jail, 
charged with a felony hit and 
run death.  Kayla Rauhut 
allegedly struck 45 year old 
Kevin Harris of Antigo with her 
car near the Taphouse Bar 
last Friday morning, then ran 
him over again and fled the 
scene.  He died of serious 
head injuries.  She’s back in 
court on the 21st.   
 
A Tomahawk man was 



sentenced to prison yesterday 
for stalking two teenagers and 
making inappropriate 
comments to a nine year old.  
57-year old Gary Ver Kilen 
faced nine felonies in Lincoln 
County Court that included 
child enticement and sexual 
contact with an underage 
child.  He’ll spend 41 years in 
prison after Judge Robert 
Russel said there was no 
hope for rehabilitation and the 
risk of reoffending was high.   
 
Fire early yesterday afternoon 
destroyed a garage.  Several 
departments were dispatched 
to Chicago Point Drive in 
Pelican Lake about 12:30 to 
find the building fully involved.   
 

  
State republicans meeting 
on Foxconn project News 8/1/17 12p,5p 1:30 

  State Assembly 

Republicans meet today to 

see if they can agree on an 

incentive package for 

Foxconn that could also 

help another business while 

borrowing for road work.  

Media reports say the G-O-

P will decide whether to 



borrow 252-million dollars to 

speed up the expansion of 

Interstate 94 from 

Milwaukee County to the 

Illinois line -- close to where 

the Taiwanese Foxconn is 

expected to build its new 

ten-billion dollar 

smartphone L-C-D screen 

plant.  Also, WisPolitics Dot 

Com says the bill could also 

include incentives for the 

Brookfield financial 

technology firm of Fiserv to 

keep its headquarters in 

Wisconsin as it considers a 

possible out of state 

location.  State officials say 

the D-O-T is working with 

federal officials on possible 

matching funds for the 94 

project while Governor 

Scott Walker has reportedly 

stopped some of the work 

on Milwaukee's Zoo 

Freeway interchange due 

to a lack of funding.  How 

to pay for pending projects 

are one reason Wisconsin is 



starting its second month 

today without a new state 

budget. 

 Wisconsin singers are 

getting a chance to 

audition for A-B-C's new 

version of "American Idol."  

The show's crew will scour 

the country in an audition 

bus that will stop in Chicago 

on Monday, September 

eleventh.  The network says 

you can also submit 

audition videos online at A-

B-C's website.  Fox aired the 

singing competition for 14 

seasons until April of last 

year and Wisconsin's 

highest finisher was Danny 

Gokey of Milwaukee who 

placed third.   The Christian 

singer attracted thousands 

to downtown Wausau 

Sunday night. 

 

  
Strong storms cut power in 
Rhinelander News 8/2/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A strong thunderstorm cell 

dumped heavy rain and 

the frequent lightning 

knocked out power to the 



majority of Rhinelander last 

night.  The outage affected 

nearly 6000 customers of 

Wisconsin Public Service, 

who had power restored in 

about 30-minutes.   

A $1300 reward is being 

offered by Rhinelander 

Police for the arrest and 

conviction of those 

responsible for tossing a 

block off a downtown 

building onto an Oneida 

County squad car Sunday 

morning.  No one was hurt 

but there was nearly $7000 

in damage to the vehicle.  

Private citizens donated to 

the reward.  Any 

information can be go to 

the police or sheriff’s 

department.   

Weather wasn’t a factor in 

a deadly Price County 

plane crash last month.  Six 

people died when the light 

plane went down July first 

near Catawba and the 

national transportation 



safety board, in its 

preliminary reported, found 

the closest storm at the time 

was 25 miles away.  The 

craft broke up in flight, 

spreading debris over a 

quarter mile.  The victims 

were on their way to 

Canada for a fishing trip.   

Attendance was up this 

year at EAA AirVenture in 

Oshkosh.  About 590,000 

people were there over the 

week-long show, which 

ended Sunday.  The Blue 

Angels drew the highest 

numbers Friday and 

Saturday.  

The Presque Isle Chamber 

of Commerce has new 

leadership as the board of 

directors announced the 

hiring of Scott McPherson as 

the new executive director.  

He begins work September 

11th and brings with him 34 

years of public affairs, 

government relations, 

strategic communications 



and media relations with 

him.   
 

  
Candidates begin to line up 
for Rhinelander mayor race 
next year.  News 8/2/17 12p,5p 1:30 

 Internal issues seem to be 

the common theme as 

candidates begin lining up 

for Rhinelander mayor in 

next year’s spring elections.  

There’s been discord within 

several city departments 

stemming from high profile 

dismissals to resignations 

and hiring conflicts.  Chris 

Fredrickson already 

declared his candidacy for 

the post, citing 

accountability, 

transparency and conflict 

management for the part 

time position in the city.  

Alderman Alex Young filed 

the initial paperwork to run 

and plans a formal 

announcement later.  

Another alderman has 

expressed interest in running 

and incumbent Richard 

Johns hasn’t committed yet 

whether to run for another 

term.  He’s served since 



2004.  The election is next 

April. 

An 80-year-old Antigo man 

died in crash on Interstate-

41 near Fond du Lac. The 

State Patrol says the 

accident caused traffic 

backups in the northbound 

lanes -- and while a truck 

was slowing down a car did 

not stop in time and rear 

ended the truck.  The car 

driver died, and two 

passengers in the truck 

were hurt but not 

hospitalized.  The name of 

the elderly motorist who 

died was not immediately 

released. 

The federal government will 

continue to protect 

Wisconsin's nearly one-

thousand gray wolves.  

That's after a ruling 

yesterday in which a 

federal appeals court said 

the U-S Fish and Wildlife 

Service acted prematurely 

in removing wolves from 



Wisconsin, Minnesota and 

Michigan from the 

endangered species' list.  

The court sided with a 

district judge who ended 

Wisconsin's management 

program that included a 

popular wolf hunt.  House 

Republican Sean Duffy of 

Wausau asked the Trump 

White House to appeal the 

decision. 
 

  
Area towns in line for block 
grants News 8/3/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Antigo, Eagle River and 

Three Lakes are in line for 

Community Development 

Block Grants.  The half-

million dollar funding each 

will go toward improving 

public infrastructure 

including roads and 

buildings.  Governor Scott 

Walker made the 

announcement yesterday, 

awarding nearly $17-million 

to 38 state locations.  The 

grants are administered 

through the Department of 

Housing and Urban 

Development.   



 

Walker also signed a 

bipartisan bill requiring 

guards at Wisconsin’s 

Lincoln Hills and Copper 

Lake youth prisons to report 

child abuse.  The bill makes 

it the reporting mandatory.  

The troubled facility is still 

under FBI investigation for 

alleged widespread abuse.  

And while no one has been 

charged yet, several state 

prison officials either 

resigned or retired.  

Meanwhile, two Iowa 

teenagers filed federal 

lawsuits against the prison, 

alleging they were placed 

in solitary confinement for 

months, even after they 

both attempted suicide.  

There are now five lawsuits 

alleging the staff at the 

prison in Irma have been 

using solitary too often and 

use pepper spray to excess.   
 

The Antigo man who died in 



a traffic crash in Fond du 

Lac has been identified as 

80-year old Jerry Demlow.  

He rear-ended a truck on I-

41 Tuesday just north of the 

city.   

Authorities in Menomonie 

mobilized SWAT teams last 

night as negotiators tried 

making contact with a man 

in an apartment who made 

threats against another 

person.  The situation is 

reportedly contained but 

investigators are still there.  

No other information was 

immediately available.   

And in sports, the 

Milwaukee Brewers 

dropped to 2-1/2 games 

behind the Cubs in the NL 

Central with a 5-4 loss last 

night to Saint Louis.   

 

  
Wisconsin man sentenced to 
jail for killing his girlfriend News 8/3/17 12p,5p 1:30 

  A central Wisconsin man 

will spend one year in jail 

and five years on probation 

for killing his girlfriend with a 



pellet gun.  Adams County 

Circuit Judge Daniel Wood 

sentenced 20-year-old 

Branden Davis of Adams to 

a shorter time behind bars 

than the four years 

prosecutors recommended 

-- and he's also getting work 

release privileges. Officers 

quoted Davis as saying he 

put an air rifle on a table 

when it went off and killed 

26-year-old Constance 

Heintz in April of last year. 

Davis struck a plea deal 

that convicted him of 

homicide by negligent use 

of a weapon.  

A state Assembly 

committee has a public 

hearing this afternoon at 

the Capitol on a $3 billion 

incentive package for 

Foxconn.  While the 

Assembly is moving quickly 

to hold a potential vote on 

the bill by mid-August, the 

Senate has so far set no 

timeline for when it plans to 



take up the proposal.  

Governor Scott Walker has 

said the incentive package 

is a key part of efforts to get 

Foxconn to build a factory 

in southeastern Wisconsin 

that could eventually 

employ up to 13,000 

people. 

The Governor signed 20 bills 

into law yesterday and 

among them, he approved 

new time limits for deer 

feeding bans in areas that 

don't get new cases of 

chronic wasting disease -- 

and he okay’d penalties for 

those who use skimming 

machines to steal credit 

card data from places like 

gas pumps.  Walker also 

announced a trade mission 

to South Korea next month 

that includes an 

appearance at the 

Midwest/US/Japan 

conference in Tokyo. 
 



  
State politicians speak on 
Gray wolf population News 8/4/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Two state lawmakers are 

asking Congress to act in 

light of a recent court 

decision to keep gray 

wolves on the endangered 

species list.  Senator Tom 

Tiffany and Assemblyman 

Adam Jarchow said this is 

the only path left to 

manage the 

overpopulation of the 

predators in the state.  The 

Republican legislators said 

thanks to judges in 

Washington DC, the 

farmers, hunters and 

residents of rural Wisconsin 

will have to continue to 

suffer the consequences of 

this harmful decision.  They 

said the time has come to 

act on the measure offered 

by Congressman Sean 

Duffy as well as Senators 

Johnson and Baldwin to 

delist the gray wolf.   

Law enforcement in Vilas 

County are reminding 

residents to keep homes 



and vehicles locked in light 

of a series of break ins.  

Several incidents are under 

investigation including car 

break ins at an apartment 

complex in Woodruff and 

burglarized homes in the 

county.  Authorities believe 

the acts are related and 

involve more than one 

person.  They say just 

keeping things locked will 

help. 

Meanwhile police in 

Wausau are investigating 

an armed robbery at Family 

Video on 6th Street 

Wednesday night.  An 

armed man came in with a 

firearm and demanded 

money just before midnight.  

He then fled on foot.  One 

person was working and no 

customers were in the store.  

Anyone with information is 

asked to contact Wausau 

PD. 

Much cooler temperatures 

and rain impacted both the 



Wisconsin Valley Fair in 

Wausau and Oneida 

County Fair in Rhinelander 

yesterday.  Foot traffic was 

down dramatically and 

Rhinelander’s activities 

closed early.  Both continue 

through the weekend. 
 

  
Senator Johnson speaks on 
terminally ill people.  News 8/4/17 12p,5p 1:30 

 U-S Senator Ron Johnson is 

one step closer to giving 

terminally ill patients the 

ability to try experimental 

treatments.  The Wisconsin 

Republican has been 

pushing a "right to try" bill 

that passed the Senate 

yesterday by unanimous 

consent -- and it now goes 

to the House as Johnson 

urged G-O-P Speaker Paul 

Ryan of Janesville to take it 

up quickly.  Johnson 

proposed the bill at the 

request of the Wendler 

family of Pewaukee, after 

Trickett Wendler died from 

Lou Gehrig's disease in 

2015.  The libertarian 

Goldwater Institute has 



convinced 37 states to 

adopt the "right to try" 

concept and the Wisconsin 

Assembly passed it in March 

while it's still pending in the 

Senate.  Johnson's bill 

requires medicines to pass 

at least one phase of 

clinical trials before 

terminally ill patients could 

use them without F-D-A 

approval. 

Milwaukee lawyer Michael 

Brennan becomes the 

second nominee for a 

federal appeals judgeship 

that's been vacant longer 

than any other post in the 

nation's appellate system.  

President Donald Trump 

named Brennan last night 

to fill the seat vacated in 

2010 by Terence Evans on 

the Seventh Circuit 

Appellate Court in 

Chicago.  Senators Ron 

Johnson and Tammy 

Baldwin later got into a 

dispute about the process 



they use to recommend 

Evans' replacement to the 

president.  Barack Obama 

nominated Madison lawyer 

Donald Schott 19 months 

ago, but the Senate never 

held a confirmation vote on 

him -- and Brennan, a 

former Milwaukee County 

circuit judge, was among 

ten people chosen as part 

of Trump's sixth group of 

federal judicial nominees.  
 

  
Crash in Wood Co. over the 
weekend  News 8/7/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Sheriff's deputies in Wood 

County say alcohol was 

apparently a factor in a 

weekend traffic crash that 

killed a Marshfield man. 

Twenty-one-year-old Tyler 

Manthe died about seven 

and a half hours after the 

mishap early Saturday 

morning on Highway 13 

south of Wisconsin Rapids.  

Deputies say a 23-year-old 

Nekoosa woman drove her 

vehicle across the center 

line and hit the oncoming 

Manthe.  The woman was 



seriously hurt and remains 

hospitalized. 

One person was hurt and 

thousands went without 

power for a time Saturday 

night in Stevens Point when 

a semi and a train collided.  

Police reported the crash 

shortly after 11 on Prairie 

Street.  The driver escaped 

with minor injuries after 

being dragged by the train.  

The truck hit several power 

poles, dropping lines and 

cutting power to about 

3000 people and also struck 

a building.  Witnesses said 

the traffic control gates 

were operating.   

Former Democratic state 

Representative Brett Hulsey 

registered a campaign 

committee for a possible 

run for governor next year, 

becoming the eighth 

Democrat to do so.  If he 

follows through, this would 

be Hulsey's second try for 



the office.  He served in the 

Assembly from 2011 through 

2014, when he decided to 

run.  He lost resoundingly to 

Mary Burke in the August 

Democratic primary. 

A freeway expansion might 

not be the only major state 

project to get more tax 

money to serve Foxconn's 

proposed new mega 

factory in southern 

Wisconsin. The U-W System 

asked for more state dollars 

to train more engineers and 

other high tech workers and 

the possibility of another 

medical facility in Madison.   

 

  
State public schools have 
raised local taxes  News 8/7/17 12p,5p 1:30 

 Wisconsin public schools 

have raised local taxes by 

217-million dollars in the last 

eight years for energy 

projects that do not need 

voter approval.  Governor 

Scott Walker and legislative 

Republicans want to 

eliminate the revenue limit 

exceptions in the next state 



budget, saying it violates 

fiscal restraints and schools 

should have to get 

referendums passed for 

energy improvements. In 

the meantime, schools are 

scrambling to approve 

energy projects before the 

new budget takes effect.  

But Charlie Schneider of the 

CESA Ten regional school 

service agency said the law 

passed by Democrats in 

2009 was meant for 180-

thousand dollar boilers, not 

multi-million dollar projects. 

 Charter, one of the largest 

cable companies in the 

U.S., is not interested in 

buying wireless carrier 

Sprint.  Sprint, the fourth-

largest carrier in the U.S., is 

unprofitable and has a lot 

of debt.  According to 

published reports, Sprint 

proposed an acquisition by 

Charter.  Sprint's CEO has 

also talked this year about 

the benefits of combining 



with T-Mobile, the No. 3 

mobile carrier. The two 

walked away from doing a 

deal during the Obama 

administration because of 

regulatory opposition.  

Telecom companies 

are eying one another as 

consumers are increasingly 

drawn to watching video 

on their phones.  

Combining forces could 

help companies sell 

packages of cellphone, 

home internet and video 

service.  Companies could 

also save money as they 

invest in higher-speed 

networks. 

In sports, the Green Bay 

Packers have two public 

practices this week to get 

ready for their exhibition 

opener Thursday night at 

home against the Eagles.   

 

  
Laws on sanctuary cities News 8/8/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 State G-O-P lawmakers 

have not scheduled public 

hearings yet on two bills 



introduced in March that 

crack down on sanctuary 

cities. One measure 

requiring police to jail those 

accused of crimes for an 

extra 48 hours if they're 

suspected of being in the U-

S illegally.  Cities that don't 

do that would lose five-

thousand dollars of state 

aid each day.  A second 

bill would let residents file 

suit against local 

governments for not 

enforcing federal 

immigration laws.  Similar 

efforts were turned back in 

the last session after heavy 

protests from immigrants. 

Last summer city officials in 

Wausau issued a drinking 

ban in the downtown 400 

block.  Yesterday, the Parks 

and Recreation 

Committee voted to make 

it permanent.  The ban 

prohibits open containers of 

alcohol on the 400 Block 

before 4:00 p.m., unless it's 



during a city-permitted 

event.  Problems caused by 

early drinking were at a 

minimum this year.  The 

committee also discussed 

extending the ban to a 

proposed park area along 

the river downtown, behind 

the library and discussed a 

smoking ban at parks and 

during other special events.   

The City Council must 

approved and new 

measures.   

Another Democrat will 

challenge Republican Gov. 

Scott Walker next year.  

Rep. Dana Wachs of Eau 

Claire announced 

yesterday he'll enter the 

race.  The 59-year-old 

Wachs holds a law degree 

from Valparaiso University 

and served three years on 

the Eau Claire City Council. 

He was elected to the 

Assembly in 2012 and 

currently sits on the 

chamber's university, 



judiciary and transportation 

committees.  Five other 

Democratic candidates are 

pending.   

 

  
PDQ stores to lay off people 
in front of Kwik Trip taking 
voer News 8/8/17 12p,5p 1:30 

 P-D-Q convenience stores 

will lay off 313 employees 

the week of October ninth, 

while the chain is sold to 

Kwik Trip.  In a notice to 

state officials, the company 

said an undisclosed number 

of the affected employees 

could work for Kwik Trip -- 

but the workers would have 

to reapply.  Last month, La 

Crosse based Kwik Trip said 

it would create about one-

thousand new jobs when 

the company refurbishes P-

D-Q's 34 stores throughout 

Wisconsin.   

Security Health Plan of 

Wisconsin, part of the 

Marshfield Clinic Health 

System will invest $125,000 in 

school-based behavioral 

health grants this year.  

Collaborating with 



Mindfield LLC, to train 

elementary teachers in 35 

districts within its 49-county 

service area to use the 

behavioral, emotional and 

social traits or BEST universal 

screening system.  Officials 

said the screenings offer an 

opportunity to identify and 

address behavioral health 

issues when there’s time to 

make a difference.   

The Army Corps of 

Engineers will spend 275-

million dollars on new 

technology to try and keep 

the invasive Asian Carp out 

of Lake Michigan.  Strong 

water jets and underwater 

noise devices are among 

the things planned at the 

Brandon Road lock and 

dam near Joliet, Illinois on 

the Des Plaines River.  The 

plan was announced 

yesterday after several 

months of delays by the 

Trump administration. The 

National Wildlife Federation 



says the plan appears to be 

a good one, saying a 

combination of options 

could reduce the chances 

of the bloated carp getting 

into the Great Lakes -- 

where it can put a large 

crimp into the region's 

commercial fishing industry.  
 

  
Plane crash in Elcho  News 8/9/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The Langlade County 

Sheriff’s department 

reported the crash of a light 

float plane into Otter Lake 

in Elcho Monday night.  

Reports indicate the pilot, 

who was okay, had the 

plane flip over when 

attempting to land on the 

water about 7:30.   

 

A tip to Wausau Police led 

to the arrest of a man 

suspected of robbing the 

Fast Break Mobil station 

Monday.  After survelliance 

photos were released, 37 

year old Curtis Langlois was 

arrested yesterday 

afternoon with his girlfriend 



in Rib Mountain.  Police say 

he had a large amount of 

money and is on parole for 

another robbery.  He may 

be involved with another 

armed robbery last week.   

 

Several felony counts are 

pending against an Antigo 

man, accused of using a 

firearm while intoxicated.  

37-year old Victor Zima, Jr 

was arrested Saturday at a 

home on Hwy S in the town 

of Norwood after 

investigators said he fired 

several shots and 

threatened a teenaged girl.  

He’s back in court on the 

28th.   

 

Rural fire departments rely 

largely on volunteer 

emergency medical 

technicians as first 

responders, but the number 

of EMTs has been falling.  

Lawmakers are now 

pushing legislation to 



improve those services in 

rural areas.  The proposals 

now under consideration 

would offer an additional 

year to become re-certified 

and possibly have state 

funding to relieve some of 

the costs of training.  

Ambulance service levels 

would also be upgraded.  

Officials say the volunteers   

have the same criteria and 

certifications needed for 

the full-time professionals so 

they want to make sure 

their busy schedules can be 

accommodated. 

 
 

  
           

  
UW hospital in Madison is 
rated state’s best News 8/9/17 12p,5p 1:30 

 Governor Scott Walker will 

make Wisconsin the first 

state to have full legislative 

oversight of expensive 

mandates from state 

agencies. The Republican 

Walker is in Wausau to sign 

what's known as the REINS 

Act -- in which both houses 



would have to approve all 

administrative rules that 

cost businesses and others 

at least ten-million dollars in 

a two year period.  The 

Assembly and Senate 

would have 70 days to 

approve the rules or else 

bureaucrats would have to 

drop the pricetags below 

ten-million.  Supporters say it 

would give those affected 

a chance to provide more 

input into the regulations 

they must follow.  

Democrats say it would 

undermine rules designed 

to protect people and the 

Sierra Club calls it an 

"imprudent" effort to "chip 

away at the regulatory 

process." 

For the sixth year in a row, 

U-W Hospital in Madison is 

rated as Wisconsin's best.  

The annual ranking from U-S 

News and World Report 

puts Aurora/Saint Luke's 

Medical Center in 



Milwaukee second, 

Froedtert in Wauwatosa 

third, Aspirus Wausau 

Hospital fourth and Saint 

Mary's in Madison fifth.  The 

Mayo Clinic in Minnesota 

tops the Honor Roll for the 

second straight year.  

Rhinelander’s Chamber of 

Commerce, which also 

serves as an information 

center, was awarded a 

$1000 tourism information 

center grant.  The funds 

help defray the costs for 

customer service staffing 

and is used to improve 

signage, audio visual gear 

and display equipment.  

Thousands of people stop 

at the Chamber not only for 

the information but to get 

photos with the famous 

Hodag outside the building.   
 

  
Portage Co. police at Plover 
meth house News 8/10/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Portage County law 

enforcement were out 

enmasse last night at a 

home in Plover.  The 

HAZMAT team was called in 



to investigate what officials 

say is a meth lab at the 

home on Tamarack Street.  

Surrounding streets were 

closed as a safety 

precaution and the area 

cleared about 10:30. 

 

Nortrax, a division of John 

Deere Corporation opens its 

new facility in Merrill next 

week.  The $5-million 

complex offers more than 

22,000 square feet of space 

with a 10 bay service 

center, expanded parts 

warehouse, product 

support and technology 

showroom and more.  City 

and company officials 

have a ribbon cutting 

ceremony and grand 

opening set for Friday, the 

18th at the facility, just off 

Hwy 51 on Pine Ridge Road.  

The company consolidated 

its Mosinee and Monico 

operations in this location, 

having 15 full time 



employees.  Nortrax 

operates 47 locations 

across the US and Canada. 

 

Thirty seven promising high 

school math and science 

teachers just beginning their 

careers were awarded 

Knowles Teaching 

Fellowships.  Among them, 

Rhinelander High School 

science teacher Sean 

Moore.  The national 

program is a 

comprehensive, five year 

effort supporting early 

career educators in their 

efforts to develop teaching 

expertise and leadership 

from the classroom.  

Through the program, 

Knowles Fellows have 

access to grants for 

expenses associated with 

purchasing classroom 

materials, engaging in 

professional development 

and spearheading 

leadership activities that 



have an impact beyond 

their own classrooms.  

Fellows also benefit from 

access to stipends, 

mentoring and coaching 

from experienced teachers 

and teacher educators and 

membership in a 

nationwide community of 

more than 300 teachers 

who are committed to 

improving education.  
 

  
DNR speaks on Foxconn News 8/10/17 12p,5p 1:30 

 The head of the D-N-R 

vows air and water 

standards will not be 

compromised for Foxconn.  

Cathy Stepp told the 

Natural Resources Board 

she hired former D-N-R 

attorney Eric Ebersberger to 

oversee environmental 

safeguards for the ten-

billion dollar L-C-D screen 

plant that Foxconn plans to 

build in Racine or Kenosha 

counties.  Stepp says she 

favors setting aside certain 

state rules as part of a 

three-billion package of tax 



breaks, utility discounts and 

other incentives for the 

Taiwanese electronics 

giant.  She says the 

company would have to 

comply with numerous state 

air and water emission 

permits, as well as all 

environmental rules.  An 

Assembly vote on the 

Foxconn package is 

expected next week -- but 

Senate G-O-P leader Scott 

Fitzgerald says he does not 

have the votes yet to pass it 

in his chamber. 

Two business partners are 

trying to bring back 

Milwaukee's iconic Midwest 

Express Airlines.  A website 

called FlyMidwestExpress 

Dot Com says they're 

seeking investors and 

employees to bring back 

hassle free service to make 

flying "fun" again.  Curt 

Drumm of Manitowoc and 

former Midwest executive 

Greg Aretakis are heading 



the effort and Drumm says 

they're not ready to make a 

public announcement.  

Midwest Express started in 

Appleton and was beloved 

throughout Wisconsin with 

leather "two across" seats, 

hot chocolate chip cookies 

and non stop flights to 

popular business 

destinations.  It had 55-

percent of Milwaukee's 

airport traffic at its peak, 

but it stopped flying almost 

ten years ago when 

Republic and later Frontier 

bought it.  The airline 

serviced the 

Rhinelander/Oneida 

County Airport for years. 
 

  
Rhinelander firefighters 
respond to burning garage in 
the city yesterday News 8/11/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Rhinelander firefighters 

responded to a burning 

garage in the city 

yesterday morning.  The 

building on Balsam Street 

was already engulfed in 

flames shortly after 9:00.  

Officials said some boat 

batteries on a charger may 



have triggered the blaze 

that destroyed the 

structure.   

Another fire, this one in the 

Adams County Village of 

Friendship damaged a 

vacant home.  Authorities 

suspect arson for the blaze 

at 601 West Street, reported 

around five yesterday 

morning.  The sheriff’s 

department asks anyone 

with information to contact 

them. 

Two people were arrested 

after authorities in Wausau 

found methamphetamine, 

heroin and a large amount 

of cash hidden in a west 

side motel room.  34-year 

old Natasha Eldridge of 

Wausau and 30-year old 

James Jones, with no 

known address, are in jail 

facing three drug felonies 

each.  A tip from the motel 

clerk led police to the bust 



early yesterday morning.   

Residents in Mole Lake are 

reminded of road work that 

begins Monday with black 

topping on McGeshick 

Lane and Dry Lake Road.  

The roads will be available 

to local traffic only through 

Wednesday with no ATV or 

UTV traffic permitted.  

Governor Scott Walker says 

there's a "compelling 

argument" that people 

should reelect him next 

year so he can help get the 

Foxconn factory going.  In 

Wausau, the Republican 

Walker mentioned that 

Foxconn never built a plant 

it promised in Harrisburg, 

Pennsylvania earlier in the 

decade because voters 

"changed the governor in 

the middle of the deal." 

Walker has championed 

Foxconn's plans to build a 

ten-billion-dollar factory in 

Racine or Kenosha 



counties.  

 

  
State republicans will try to 
settle matters on a state 
budget News 8/11/17 12p,5p 1:30 

 Wisconsin Republicans will 

try again this month to 

settle their differences on a 

state budget that's now six 

weeks overdue.  Yesterday, 

Senate Majority Leader 

Scott Fitzgerald said he 

hoped to restart the budget 

negotiations the week after 

next and perhaps put more 

revenue aside to cover 

possible shortfalls.  He says 

other state leaders in the 

Midwest have told him the 

growth of their tax revenues 

are not as high as they 

projected.  Assembly 

Majority Leader Jim 

Steineke said there's 

optimism in his chamber as 

well -- and a vote there 

could come in early 

September.  State 

lawmakers disagreed on 

highway funding and the 

amount of school aids 

before they became 



consumed with developing 

a three-billion dollar 

incentive package for 

Foxconn to locate its L-C-D 

screen plant in the state.  All 

states have two year 

budget periods that begin 

in July -- and Connecticut is 

reportedly the only other 

state which does not have 

a budget yet. 

State utility regulators have 

agreed to let We Energies 

and Wisconsin Public 

Service freeze their electric 

and natural gas rates for 

the next two years.  The 

freezes are part of a 

settlement involving the 

parent group for both 

utilities, the W-E-C Energy 

Group.  The regulatory 

panel said it would have to 

deal with several issues that 

involve We Energies' 

deferred costs dating back 

to 2002 which have not 

been incorporated into 

customer rates, which 



would prompt increases.  

But the parent firm agreed 

to create a new account 

and recover the money in a 

50 year stretch -- and the 

state panel accepted that. 

 

  
Car crash in Lincoln county  News 8/14/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 One person died and 

several were injured in a 

head-on crash in Lincoln 

County Saturday.  The 

Sheriff’s department 

reported the accident 

Saturday afternoon about 

3:00 when a car was 

traveling south in the 

northbound lane of Hwy 51 

near County Q in the Town 

of Scott.  It collided with a 

motorcoach full of 

passengers.  The driver of 

the car, a 26-year old 

Wausau man, was 

pronounced dead at the 

scene.  Several people on 

the bus were injured, one 

treated and released from 

a Merrill hospital.   

Three men were shot to 



death at Great Lakes 

Dragaway near Union 

Grove in Kenosha County 

last night.  The sheriff’s 

department there reported 

all three victims were 

standing near a food 

vendor around 7:00 when 

the suspect walked up and 

shot them at point blank 

range and there was no 

word of any altercations 

that might have led to the 

shootings.  The sheriff was 

not sure if gangs were 

involved and the killer -- a 

man in his 20s -- is still being 

sought along with a black 

car.  All three were from 

neighboring Illinois. 

Rhinelander K-9s are one 

step away from getting a 

new dog park.  The facility, 

at Shepard Park on the 

city’s west side has been 

cleared and fencing arrives 

today.  Organizers expect 

the installation to take a 

couple days.  A work crew 



from Drs Foster and Smith 

helped with the final clean 

up of the park and the next 

step will be the 

announcement of the 

grand opening.  The group 

is still seeking financial 

sponsors.  
 

  
Crash in Monico this 
morning  News 8/14/17 12p,5p 1:30 

 Traffic on Hwy 45 south of 

Monico was rerouted this 

morning following a traffic 

accident.  Few details are 

available but several 

vehicles were involved just 

before 7, closing the road.  

One person was reportedly 

airlifted from the scene.   

Milwaukee County Sheriff 

David Clarke continues to 

support President Donald 

Trump, as evidenced by his 

reaction to Saturday's white 

supremacist demonstrations 

in Virginia.  Trump blamed 

what he called "many sides" 

for the clashes between 

white nationalists and 

counter protesters -- 

including the crash of a car 



into a group of protesters in 

which a 32-year-old woman 

was killed.  20-year-old 

James Fields Junior is 

charged with second 

degree murder.  Some of 

Trump's own Republicans in 

the Senate said the 

president should have 

blamed the white nationals, 

but Clarke tweeted Trump's 

remarks were "very 

presidential" and Trump 

"didn't take sides like 

(Barack) Obama" in 

Ferguson, Missouri.  G-O-P 

House Speaker Paul Ryan of 

Janesville called the 

violence "vile bigotry" 

backed by "repugnant 

views." 

The three-billion dollar 

package of state incentives 

for Foxconn is up for a 

committee vote today and 

it’s expected to be sent to 

the full House.  Democratic 

Representative Dana 

Wachs of Eau Claire, who 



announced his bid for 

governor last week, now 

says he'll vote against the 

payments of tax dollars and 

relaxations of 

environmental laws to the 

Taiwanese giant for building 

its first U-S factory for 

smartphone and T-V 

screens in either Racine or 

Kenosha counties.  

Democrats say the GOP is 

pushing the measure 

through too quickly and it’s 

not a good deal for 

taxpayers. 
 

 
Three people sent to hospital 
after crash near Monico  News 8/15/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Three people are 

hospitalized after a crash 

yesterday morning shut 

down Hwy 45 south of 

Monico.  The Oneida 

County Sheriff’s department 

reports shortly after 6:00 an 

oncoming vehicle 

sideswiped a semi, went 

airborne and struck the 

vehicle following the truck.  

One person was airlifted 

from the scene.  No other 



information is available. 

26-year old Kyle Thao of 

Merrill was the driver of a 

car headed the wrong way 

on Hwy 51 near County Q 

early Saturday morning.  

The vehicle ran head-on 

into a coach bus injuring 

several people.  He was 

pronounced dead at the 

scene.   

Investigators of the triple 

homicide at the Great 

Lakes Dragaway in Union 

Grove say the victims were 

gang members.  The men, 

all from Illinois, were shot 

attending an event Sunday 

night.  The killer, believed to 

be from a rival gang, is still 

at large.   

A Long Lake man faces four 

felony counts following a 

rash of burglaries in Forest 

County back in April.  24-

year old Chet Jobelius is 

accused of breaking into 

several cabins.  He’s also 

charged with similar crimes 



in Florence County.  

Investigators found many 

stolen items at his home.  

No court date has been set 

yet. 

A proposed incentive 

package for Foxconn 

passed its first legislative 

hurdle yesterday.  The bill 

provides up to $3 billion in 

tax credits for an LCD 

factory in southeastern 

Wisconsin that the 

Taiwanese technology 

company believes will 

eventually employ up to 

13,000 workers.  On a party-

line vote, the Assembly 

Committee on Jobs and 

the Economy approved the 

GOP plan, rejecting 23 

Democratic offered 

amendments. 

 

 
Man will be tried in stabbing 
of a Tomahawk man News 8/15/17 12p,5p 1:30 

Cody Jenson will be tried 

on attempted homicide 

charges after the 24-year 

old Tomahawk man 



stabbed another man 11 

times during an argument.  

He also faces several other 

felonies in the attack on 

July 8th at the victim’s 

Lincoln County home.   

Republicans were hoping to 

get near unanimous 

support for their three-billion 

dollar incentive package 

for Foxconn -- but it won't 

happen.  The Assembly jobs 

committee voted 8-5 

yesterday, with all 

Democrats voting no, on 

tax breaks and relaxed 

environmental laws to 

encourage the Taiwanese 

tech giant to locate its first 

large U-S plant in Racine or 

Kenosha counties.  

Democrats say the 

package has "too many 

loopholes and 

uncertainties".  The full 

Assembly is scheduled to 

vote on it Thursday. 

More of Wisconsin's top 

Republicans agree with the 



possibility the state is 

headed toward an 

economic slowdown.  Last 

week, Senate Majority 

Leader Scott Fitzgerald said 

he'd like to see more 

money set aside to keep 

the government running in 

the midst of lower than 

expected tax collections 

elsewhere in the Midwest.  

Governor Scott Walker's 

office and Joint Finance 

cochair John Nygren agree 

at least in principle.  The 

minority party tried to point 

that Walker's proposed two 

year budget leaves a 

balance of 87-million dollars 

in its main account -- but 

the package also called for 

an extra 302-million in the 

state's rainy day fund for 

emergencies.  Talks could 

resume later this month on 

a new budget that's now 

one and a half months 

overdue. 

In sports, the Brewers open 



a two game home series 

against Pittsburgh tonite. 
 

 
State senator Johnson 
speaks out on Foxconn  News 8/16/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

US Senator Ron Johnson 

wants to know why 

Wisconsin should bear the 

$3-billion cost for incentives 

to build the new Foxconn 

facility in the state.  He said 

Illinois will also benefit from 

the massive plant, 

expected to be built near 

the border.  Johnson said it 

may be a risk worth taking 

but lawmakers should 

examine the deal closely.  

Critics question whether the 

state should offer so much 

in subsidies to the Taiwan-

based technology firm.  The 

Assembly takes up the bill 

tomorrow. 

 

There is enough evidence 

to send a former Tomahawk 

School District bus driver to 

court.  51-year old James 

Schmit faces three felony 

counts, accused of making 

sexual advances toward a 



15-year old girl last year.  

He’s charged with child 

enticement, abduction of a 

child and stalking.  Schmit is 

back in Lincoln County 

Court September 6th.   

 

Democrats in Congress 

want President Donald 

Trump to fire Steve Bannon, 

Stephen Miller and 

Sebastian Gorka.  Wisconsin 

Congressman Mark Pocan, 

co-chair of the 

Congressional Progressive 

Caucas, said their presence 

has emboldened white 

supremacists.   

The Fonti family, owners of 

the Central Wisconsin-

based Furniture & 

Appliance Mart and 

multiple Ashley HomeStores, 

will acquire two more 

existing stores in Greenfield 

and Richfield and a new 

location will also open in 

Pewaukee.  In a news 

release Bill Fonti said the 



move will give the 

company the largest 

delivery area of any 

furniture retailer in the state.  

They’re also adding more 

than 60,000 square feet to 

their Stevens Point 

distribution center and 

hiring over 100 people.  The 

change in ownership takes 

place September first. 
 

 
Paul Ryan speaks out on 
President Trump News 8/16/17 12p,5p 1:30 

House Speaker Paul Ryan of 

Janesville takes issue with 

President Donald Trump's 

latest comments on the 

violence at the white 

supremacist rally in Virginia.  

Trump said "both sides" 

share some of the blame, 

as he called a suspect in 

the death of a female 

counter protester a 

"disgrace" to himself and his 

country -- while Trump 

called some of the counter 

protesters "very violent."  

Ryan tweeted a response, 

calling white supremacy 

"repulsive" and as he put it, 



"There can be no moral 

ambiguity."  Milwaukee 

House Democrat Gwen 

Moore called on Congress 

to remove the G-O-P 

president and restore what 

she calls "our national 

dignity that has been 

robbed by Donald Trump's 

presence in the White 

House."  

The value of all taxable 

property in Wisconsin rose 

by four-percent last year.  

The Revenue Department 

released yesterday the 

state's total equalized value 

is 526-billion dollars as of 

January first.  Close to two 

thirds of that represents 

home values, which rose for 

a fourth straight year with 

an increase of four-point-

three percent.  In a 

separate report, the 

Wisconsin Taxpayers 

Alliance said the total 

equalized value is at an all-

time high and the year to 



year increase is the biggest 

since 2007 just before the 

Great Recession began. 

However, the tax alliance 

says property values have 

not recovered from their 

prerecession levels in 29 of 

the state's 72 counties -- 

mostly in southeast and 

central regions.  Eighteen 

counties had jumps of ten-

percent or more in that 

same time period. 
 

 
New charges filed against 
Rhinelander woman charged 
in killing step son  News 8/17/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

New charges have been 

filed against the 

Rhinelander woman 

accused of killing her young 

stepson.  28-year old Ellen 

Tran now faces a first 

degree reckless homicide 

count after an autopsy 

showed 20-month old Avery 

Edwards died from blunt 

force trauma to the head.  

She originally claimed he 

fell in the shower.  She’s 

back in court in October. 

Another Rhinelander 

woman faces a felony 



charge of child neglect 

after a one year old she 

was babysitting tested 

positive for marijuana.  21-

year old Anika Wildcat-

Chapman was watching 

the child August 5th when 

it’s alleged the infant ate 

some of a pot-laced 

cookie.  Later the parents 

noticed the child wasn’t 

acting normal and had St. 

Mary’s hospital conduct 

tests that discovered the 

drug.  The child was airlifted 

to another facility for care.  

Wildcat-Chapman is free 

on a $1000 cash bond and 

is back in court tomorrow. 

Oneida County’s Board of 

Adjustment meets today to 

set a date to hear the 

appeal of the Marshfield 

Clinic in its attempt to 

expand and build a 

hospital in Minocqua.  

Attorneys for the clinic 

maintain the decision by 

the Planning and 



Development Committee 

back in June to deny a 

conditional use permit was 

based solely on concerns of 

competing with the Howard 

Young Medical Center, 

which is just across the road 

from the proposed $30-

million project, adjacent to 

their existing facility.  

Marshfield calls the 

rejection an erroneous 

application of law.  The 

plan was initially approved 

by local officials before 

going to the county.  The 

board does have the 

power to overturn the 

decision.   
 

 
Gov. Walker speaks on 
Foxconn project News 8/17/17 12p,5p 1:30 

Governor Scott Walker says 

Wisconsin technical 

colleges will have a big role 

once Foxconn starts 

building its ten-billion dollar 

L-C-D screen plant.  The 

Republican Walker held a 

roundtable discussion in 

Green Bay yesterday to 

describe how the proposed 



plant in Racine or Kenosha 

County would benefit 

Wisconsinites from miles 

away. Walker said Foxconn 

recognized the strengths of 

the state's education 

system, in preparing workers 

with the skills necessary to 

meet the needs of what 

Walker called the world's 

fourth largest tech firm by 

revenue."  U-W System 

president Ray Cross said 

Foxconn would be involved 

in an "arena of advanced 

manufacturing" that no one 

in North America currently 

does -- and he expects the 

university to add courses to 

teach new work skills. 

Today, the state Assembly is 

expected to vote on a 

proposed three-billion 

dollars in tax breaks and 

environmental law 

concessions for Foxconn. 

Far northwest Wisconsin is 

getting pelted with the next 

round of heavy rain.  



Forecasters say up to one 

and a half inches has 

already fallen in the region 

from the overnight hours 

through the first half of 

today.  Other parts of 

Wisconsin will have isolated 

showers after the far south 

got hit hard with downpours 

late last night.  The National 

Weather Service says nearly 

3-inches of rain fell near 

Edgerton in Rock County 

and an off ramp from 

Interstate-90 had up to 

three feet of water along 

with nearby Highway 73. 

Both the Packers and 

Brewers are off today with 

Green Bay getting ready for 

Saturday’s game in 

Washington and the Crew 

taking on Colorado 

tomorrow. 
 

 
An early morning explosion 
leveled a building in 
Shawano Co. yesterday  News 8/18/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A Rhinelander native and 

his girlfriend were just blocks 

away from that deadly 

attack in Barcelona 

yesterday.  Andre Johnson 



was on vacation in the city, 

shopping at a clothing store 

when a van plowed into a 

pedestrian walkway, killing 

13 people and injuring 

dozens more.  Johnson said 

they saw guards running 

toward the doors and the 

building was shut down, 

locking them inside for 

about 20 minutes.  He’s said 

they were worried but not 

scared and grateful to be 

alive.   

On a bipartisan vote the 

Wisconsin Assembly 

approved the $3-billion tax 

break package for 

Foxconn, the Taiwan-based 

technology firm.  The 

measure now move onto 

the Senate where the fate 

of the bill is not as clear.  It 

must be approved in the 

same form before 

advancing to the Governor.  

The plan calls for a $10-

billion dollar manufacturing 

facility in southern Wisconsin 



that could employ nearly 

13,000 people.   

An early morning explosion 

yesterday leveled a 

Shawano County home 

and one person is missing.  

The sheriff’s department is 

investigating the incident 

on Richter Court in the 

Town of Wescott.   

Madison Mayor Paul Soglin 

said monuments to 

confederate soldiers are 

being removed, following a 

trend nationwide as cities 

move to take down statues 

dealing with the Civil War.  

Soglin called it a defense of 

the deplorable practice of 

slavery.  The actions are in 

response to last weekend’s 

deadly confrontations at a 

white nationalist rally in 

Charlottesville, Virginia.   

Tomorrow’s Powerball 

jackpot is the eighth largest 

in US history with $510-million 

up for grabs.  Your odds of 

winning are 292.2 million to 



one. 
 

 
State politicians introduce bill 
about state sulfide mines News 8/18/17 12p,5p 1:30 

Two Republican state 

lawmakers are moving 

forward on a bill to end 

Wisconsin's 19 year ban on 

new sulfide mines.  Senate 

Republican Tom Tiffany of 

Hazelhurst said in January 

ending the mining 

moratorium was one of his 

goals for the new session.  

Now, Tiffany and Assembly 

Republican Rob Hutton of 

Brookfield are seeking 

support among their 

colleagues for the new 

measure.  Tiffany says 

prospective miners have 

been scared away from 

Wisconsin by the 

moratorium, adopted after 

Flambeau Mining closed its 

gold and copper mine near 

Ladysmith in 1997 after four 

years.  Tiffany said a major 

condition to end the 

moratorium has been met, 

after the Flambeau mine 

did not leave water 



pollution for more than a 

decade following its closure 

-- but environmentalists say 

it’s still polluted. 

The victim of a house 

explosion in Shawano 

County early yesterday 

morning has been identified 

as 54-year old Diane 

Pickett.  The blast leveled 

the house on Richter Court 

in the Town of Westcott at 

about 5:00.  She was the 

only one is the home at the 

time and the sheriff’s 

department is continuing to 

find the cause. 

More safety concerns are 

being raised about 

Monday's solar eclipse.  

Experts say you'll need 

special glasses to watch the 

event and the good ones 

have a NASA logo and 

required certifications.  

About 80-percent of the sun 

will be covered by the 

moon in Wisconsin during 

Monday's brief eclipse 



around one p-m.  

Meanwhile, the state D-O-T 

is reminding drivers to keep 

their eyes on the road and 

not to try and look at the 

eclipse.  
 

 
Work on state budget is to 
resume this week News 8/21/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Work on a new two-year 

state budget is expected to 

resume this week.  The 

legislature’s Joint Finance 

Committee — which has 

not met since June 15th — 

has scheduled a meeting 

for Thursday on some 

remaining issues.  However, 

the agenda does not 

indicate any action on 

what’s been the main 

budget sticking point 

between Senate and 

Assembly Republicans: 

transportation funding.  A 

state budget was supposed 

to be in place by July 1st.  

Governor Scott Walker said 

he expects a budget to be 

complete by the end of the 

summer — which could be 

as late as September 22nd.  



The budget panel also has 

a public hearing on the $3 

billion Foxconn incentive 

package tomorrow.   

House Speaker Paul Ryan of 

Janesville is putting himself 

in the national spotlight.  

Marquette University 

political scientist Charles 

Franklin says he's a little 

surprised Ryan agreed to 

tonight's nationally televised 

town hall -- but suspects he 

wants to use the platform to 

talk about tax reform.  

That's been the subject of a 

number of events Ryan has 

held recently, at businesses 

in his district.  

For the first time in the 

Midwest Freestyle 

Championship’s 14 year 

history, kayaking is part of 

the Badger State Games.  

Kayakers from neighboring 

states competed in the 

events over the weekend 

at Wausau’s Whitewater 



Park. 

And the Milwaukee Brewers 

remain in contention for 

both the division title and a 

wild card after taking two 

of three at Colorado, 

capped off by an 8-4 

victory yesterday.  The 

Crew continues their nine 

game road trip at San 

Francisco tonight, two 

games behind the Cubs. 

 

 
Tony Evers to run against 
Scott Walker next year News 8/21/17 12p,5p 1:30 

Tony Evers is about to 

become the first statewide 

figure to run against 

Republican Governor Scott 

Walker next year.  An email 

to Evers' supporters, says the 

state public school 

superintendent will 

announce his Democratic 

bid Wednesday at a 

children's park in Fitchburg.  

Evers will become the fourth 

Democrat to officially join 

the race, while several 

others have filed paperwork 



for potential candidacies.  

Evers has won three 

statewide superintendent 

elections since 2009, while 

Democrat Dana Wachs is 

best known in his Assembly 

district in the Eau Claire 

area. Of the other 

candidates, Milwaukee 

businessman Andy Gronik 

has not gotten much 

statewide publicity outside 

his region -- and former 

California congressional 

candidate Bob Harlow is a 

relative unknown. 

A 50-year old Tomahawk 

man was seriously injured 

after a single vehicle crash 

in the Town of Wilson last 

night.  A 911 call reported 

the vehicle let the road and 

rolled over on Hwy Double 

C south of Hwy 8 just before 

8:00.  He was taken to 

Ministry Sacred Heart 

Hospital then airlifted to the 

Marshfield Medical Center 

where’s he’s listed as stable.  



Lincoln County deputies 

noted alcohol was a factor 

in the crash and cited the 

driver for a first time OWI 

offense and for having no 

insurance.   

Sixty-four percent of 

Wisconsin adults are 

embarrassed by President 

Donald Trump's actions and 

the same percentage has 

little or no confidence 

Trump can lead the nation 

in times of global tensions.  

That's according to an N-B-

C News/Marist poll in states 

that helped the Republican 

Trump get elected last 

November -- Wisconsin, 

Michigan, and 

Pennsylvania.  
 

 
A heroin overdose in 
Wausau leads to three 
arrests News 8/22/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

As the state Senate gets 

ready to discuss the multi-

billion dollar Foxconn 

project, a grassroots effort 

to take another look is 

traveling the state with a 

message there’s a better 

way to spend the money.  



The Assembly last week 

approved $3-billion in tax 

incentives to the Taiwanese 

tech giant planning to build 

a $10-billion electronics 

plant in southeast 

Wisconsin.  Traveling across 

Northcentral Wisconsin, the 

group Citizen Action of 

Wisconsin says it’s a horrible 

way to spend the money.  

In Wausau yesterday, 

executive director Robert 

Kraig said it doesn’t make 

sense to take money from 

here to build a plant on the 

Illinois border.  Last week 

Governor Scott Walker in 

Rhinelander said the entire 

state will benefit.  Kraig 

maintains the overseas 

connection will far 

outweigh what Wisconsin 

can offer.  It’s projected 

13,000 jobs would be 

created by the company 

but Kraig says invest that $3-

billion in education in the 

state and create 80,000 



jobs.   

A heroin overdose death 

last week in Wausau led to 

three arrests.  Rescue units 

were dispatched to a home 

on Hwy W in the Town of 

Texas late Friday night and 

lifesaving efforts failed to 

revive a man, who was 

pronounced dead a short 

time later.  Investigators 

acting on a search warrant 

seized 960 doses of heroin 

worth over $24,000 and 

arrested 28-year old Riley 

Weinkauf of Wausau, 37-

year old Tonya Muzynoski of 

Schofield and 51-year old 

Shabaka Nubian-Yl of 

Weston on numerous drug 

felony charges and first 

degree reckless homicide.  

Bond for all three is $1-

million, now in the 

Marathon County Jail. 
 

 
An ATV weekend crash and 
death victim has been I.d’ed. 
News  News 8/22/17 12p,5p 1:30 

An eight-year-old girl killed 

in a weekend all terrain 

vehicle crash has been 

identified as Rebekah 



Chapman of Niagra.  

Marinette County sheriff's 

deputies say the mishap 

occurred Sunday night on 

private land.  A seven-year-

old girl who was driving the 

A-T-V escaped injury when 

she slammed the vehicle 

into a tree.  Rebekah was 

thrown from the unit, and 

she died later at a hospital.  

Deputies say neither of the 

youngsters were wearing 

helmets. 

A former Marshfield retail 

employee is accused of 

using customers' credit 

cards to buy things for 

herself.  Twenty-year-old 

Savannah Zimmermann is 

scheduled to make her first 

court appearance October 

second on ten Wood 

County felony charges of 

identity theft.  According to 

prosecutors, a staffer at the 

Figi's food and gift retailer 

saw that multiple orders 

were being sent to 



addresses other than what 

the customers listed -- and it 

reportedy turned out to be 

Zimmermann's. She was 

fired, while denying that she 

used customers' credit card 

data -- but police say she 

eventually admitted it after 

officers saw the names of 

several identity theft victims 

on packages in the 

defendant's apartment.  

A new report finds 

Wisconsin is a Top Ten state 

in the percentage of jobs 

held by industrial robots.  

The Brookings Institution says 

Wisconsin firms had two-

point-five robots for every 

one-thousand human 

employees as of 2015 -- the 

nation's tenth highest ratio 

and the 12th highest for 

actual robots with 65-

hundred, twice as many 

machines as five years 

earlier. Brookings says more 

than half of all robots are in 

the auto industry. 
 



 
Legislative leaders say talk 
of state budget are 
premature News 8/23/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Legislative leaders say the 

talk of a state budget deal 

is premature. Governor 

Scott Walker said yesterday 

an agreement "in principle" 

has been reached on a 

two year spending 

package, but there's still 

disagreement on the main 

sticking point -- paying for 

road work. The finance 

panel will meet tomorrow.  

More than five years of 

work will showcase some of 

the most scenic parts of 

Forest, Langlade, Vilas and 

Oneida Counties.  The new 

Nicolet Wolf River Scenic 

Byway, one of only five in 

the state is open.  The 147 

mile stretch takes in 

highways 55, 32, 52 and 70.  

A number of requirements 

were met to receive the 

designation by the 

Department of Tourism and 

officials say the new byway 

is perfect for contributing to 

the economic growth of 



the area.   

After 37 years with the 

department, Wausau 

police chief Jeff Hardell 

says he’s retiring.  He told 

the Police and Fire 

Commission his last day will 

be February 23rd next year.  

He joined the department 

in 1980 and was named 

chief in 2006.  The 

commission is now working 

on a timeline to fill the 

position.   

The Small Town Baseball 

World Series is headed to 

Minocqua.  The Chamber 

announced the community 

will host the international 

event next July at the 70 

West Park Complex.  The 

tournament is designed for 

teams with high school 

enrollments of 700 or under 

with players ranging in age 

from 10-14.  The Chamber 

estimates nearly 2000 hotel 

rooms will be needed, 

impacting surrounding 



communities and pumping 

nearly $600,000 into the 

economy over three days.   
 

 
School and business leaders 
join in Foxconn discussion  News 8/23/17 12p,5p 1:30 

School and business leaders 

joined state officials in 

supporting the state's three-

billion dollars of incentives 

for Foxconn.  About 50 

people testified yesterday 

at a hearing in Sturtevant, 

close to where a ten-billion 

dollar L-C-D screen plant 

would go in Racine or 

Kenosha counties.  State 

officials say Foxconn would 

likely spend one-point-four 

billion with other Wisconsin 

firms on supplies and the 

plant would be Foxconn's 

most automated facility but 

it would still likely meet the 

target of 13-thousand jobs -

- and if it doesn't, officials 

say they want to make the 

company forfeit tax dollars 

in accordance with the 

plant's employment.  

Democrats again accused 

the G-O-P of ignoring 



protections for taxpayers 

but finance committee co-

chair Alberta Darling says 

there's a "lot of upside," and 

expects a Senate early next 

month. 

The Powerball jackpot is at 

700-million dollars for 

tonight, but the odds of 

winning it are a lot tougher 

than almost two years ago.  

That was when Powerball 

officials added ten regular 

numbers and changed the 

odds to create more of 

these astronomical jackpots 

and the sales jumps that 

come from all the publicity.  

Before the change, the 

odds of winning the top 

prize were one in 175 million 

-- but now, it's one in 292 

million.  Wisconsin Lottery 

officials said the change 

would also result in more 

people winning smaller 

prizes.  In last Saturday's 

drawing, almost 100-

thousand tickets in the 



Badger State won 

anywhere from four-dollars 

to 200-thousand -- about 

eleven times the numbers 

of winners as in a normal 

drawing with a much 

smaller jackpot. 
 

 
Lac Du Flambeau man faces 
sex charges News 8/24/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A 50-year old Lac du 

Flambeau man faces felony 

counts following a months’ 

long investigation into 

reports of sexual assaults in 

the Town of Birch.  Bryan 

Hoban was in Lincoln 

County Court yesterday, 

charged with three felony 

counts of incest by a 

stepparent.  The incidents 

allegedly took place last 

summer through this spring 

involving two victims under 

18.  Hoban is free on bond 

and back in court 

September 7th. 

A Wausau man now faces 

federal charges following 

two armed robberies.  37-

year old Curtis Langlois is 

charged with two counts of 



armed robbery and several 

other felonies following 

crimes committed earlier 

this month at Family Video 

and the Fast Break Mobil 

station in Wausau.  The 

federal indictment stems 

from having his girlfriend 

purchase a weapon and 

making false statements to 

the dealer.  He also 

confessed to a homicide in 

Madison.  A repeat 

offender, Langlois could 

face a life sentence.  

Governor Scott Walker is 

asking for a federal disaster 

declaration for 11 western 

Wisconsin counties, 

damaged by flooding 

earlier this summer.  The 

request is the result of more 

than $10 million worth of 

damage to roads and 

public infrastructure caused 

by torrential rains and flash 

flooding in July.  The funds 

go to local governments as 

they work on recovery 



efforts.  

A car jumped the curb in 

Rhinelander yesterday 

afternoon and ran into a 

downtown business.  Police 

reported the accident 

about 5:00 when a woman 

was backing out of a 

parking space and struck 

another vehicle.  Instead of 

braking the woman hit the 

accelerator and struck 

Diane’s Frame Shoppe.  No 

one was injured.   
 

 
Fire this morning destroys 
area building  News 8/24/17 12p,5p 1:30 

Fire early this morning 

destroyed the former 

Woodwind Health Spa and 

Center for Healing and B & 

B.  Crescent volunteers 

were joined by multiple 

departments as calls came 

in for the blaze shortly 

before five this morning at 

3033 Woodwind Way, west 

of Rhinelander.  No word on 

the cause. 

House Speaker Paul Ryan of 



Janesville says it’s not 

necessary to shut down the 

federal government to 

squeeze out funding for the 

proposed Mexican border 

wall.  President Donald 

Trump said Tuesday night 

he would veto the next 

federal government 

funding bill if it does not 

include his campaign 

promise for a border wall -- 

and he told a rally in 

Phoenix the wall will be built 

"if we have to close down 

our government."  Ryan said 

the G-O-P controlled House 

already approved funds for 

border security, and the 

more narrowly divided 

Senate would need more 

time to do the same.   

Congressman Sean Duffy 

honored local law 

enforcement for their role in 

the fight against 

methamphetamines into 

Northern Wisconsin.  The 

Lincoln County Sheriff’s 



department led a three 

year investigation into a 

bust that netted 127 

pounds of the drug valued 

over $5.5-million.  Duffy 

recognized the department 

and the surrounding 

jurisdictions that aided in 

the investigation.  

Meanwhile, the state 

Justice Department is about 

to add a new prosecutor to 

handle methamphetamine 

cases.  Attorney General 

Brad Schimel says meth 

continues to be a growing 

problem, especially in the 

northwest part of the state 

where rural counties have 

only one or two prosecutors 

-- and they get 

"overwhelmed" with those 

types of cases.   
 

 
State depts.. on high alert 
after suspicious packages 
are found  News 8/25/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

After several police stations 

received suspicious 

packages and employees 

got sick, departments 

across the state are now on 

high alert.  Hazmat teams 



responded to two incidents 

in Green Bay and Oak 

Creek to handle the 

unknown substance inside 

the mail.  Postal officials are 

investigating and urge 

people to contact them if 

anything seems out of 

place.   

A new scam was reported 

to the Lincoln County 

Sheriff’s Department after a 

Tomahawk woman fell 

victim.  Investigators said 

several men, posing as 

contractors for the highway 

department, told the 81-

year old woman they were 

to clear brush and be paid.  

They attempted to bill her 

$900 and she ended up 

paying $300.  They 

identified themselves as 

working for Reed Brothers, 

driving a newer silver truck 

with ladders on it and 

you’re asked to contact 

local law enforcement with 



any information.   

A German company that 

created the gummy bear 

will get $21 million in state 

income tax credits if it 

creates 385 jobs at a new 

Wisconsin plant.  Haribo 

plans to build its first North 

American gummy bear 

factory in Pleasant Prairie in 

Kenosha County.  The 

Wisconsin Economic 

Development Corporation 

says to get the tax breaks, 

Haribo must spend $220 

million on the facility and 

maintain the jobs it 

promised through 2028.  

Meanwhile, one of the 

Democrats challenging 

Republican Governor Scott 

Walker, Milwaukee 

businessman Andy Gronik, 

says the state doesn’t have 

enough information to 

make an informed decision 

about Taiwanese tech 

giant Foxconn  to give them 

a $3-billion tax break to 



build a massive plant in the 

state and employ up to 

13,000 people.   

 

Judge will hear about a new 
trial for a man convicted of 
killing his wife.  
 News 8/25/17 12p,5p 1:30 

A judge in north central 

Wisconsin will decide 

whether a man should get 

a new trial for the killing of 

his estranged wife.  

Yesterday, Lincoln County 

Circuit Judge Jay Tlusty 

heard arguments on Mark 

Bucki's claim that his lawyer 

made mistakes and was 

ineffective in a trial that 

convicted him in the slaying 

of his 48-year-old wife Anita 

in April of 2013.  Bucki, who's 

now 53, is serving a life 

prison term at Waupun on 

convictions of homicide, 

hiding a corpse, and 

strangulation.  The judge 

says he wants to see final 

written arguments before 

deciding on a new trial. 

Home and business owners 

would no longer pay the 

state government's portion 



of their local property taxes 

in a budget measure 

endorsed yesterday.  The 

Joint Finance Committee 

voted to drop the tax for 

forestry programs and use 

the income and sales taxes 

to pay for those.  It would 

save the average 

homeowner about 26-

dollars a year, but critics say 

it could reduce funds to 

preserve forests.  The 

finance panel held its first 

meeting since June 15th 

due to Republican 

disagreements about road 

funding -- but panel leaders 

say they're close to a deal, 

and the committee's final 

action on the budget is due 

the week after Labor Day.  

The committee also voted 

to reorganize the D-N-R, 

eliminating a water and 

fishery management 

division after a drop in 

agency employees -- and 

the panel okay’d a 33-



percent increase in what 

counties pay to send 

juvenile offenders to Lincoln 

Hills where fewer teens are 

being sent amid 

investigations into alleged 

inmate abuses. 
 

 
Several fire depts. Called to 
fire in Conover  News 8/28/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Several rural fire departments were 
called to a blaze in Conover 
yesterday morning.  Shortly before 
11, firefighters were notified of a 
structure fire at 4955 Hwy S.  The 
home was fully involved when 
volunteers arrived.  The owners 
were in Wausau at the time and the 
residence was destroyed.  The 
cause is not yet known.   
 
Another fire this weekend damaged 
the Victory Lane Sports Bar in 
Merrill.  Firefighters were 
dispatched to the scene about 8:30 
Saturday morning.  Officials said 
the blaze started in the kitchen area 
and quickly spread to the walls and 
ceiling.  One firefighter was injured 
when the roof collapsed.  The 
facility was hosting an annual 
charity event at the time and no one 
else was hurt. 
   
There's been lots of speculation 
that Wisconsin gas prices would 
jump in the wake of Hurricane 



Harvey, but it hasn't happened yet. 
The state's Triple "A" says the 
average price of regular unleaded 
is almost 2.35 a gallon yesterday 
morning, almost two cents higher 
than Friday. The Wisconsin 
average is also about two cents 
cheaper than the national Sunday 
morning price of two-36-point-three. 
We may not know the full impact of 
the storm until later today, when 
southern refineries can check out 
storm damage. Meanwhile,  
 
Wisconsin native J-J Watt is using 
his football fame to help the city 
that made him a national star. The 
defensive end for the N-F-L's 
Houston Texans announced his 
own fundraiser Sunday to help 
victims of Hurricane Harvey. Watt, 
who's from a Pewaukee family of 
college and pro football standouts, 
started an account on YouCaring 
Dot Com that raised 277-thousand 
dollars as of early this morning. J-J 
Watt is a three time N-F-L 
defensive player of the year in his 
six pro seasons, all with the 
Texans, and he's a four time Pro 
Bowler and a four time N-F-L All 
Pro following two standout seasons 
in college with the Wisconsin 
Badgers. 
 

 
Tony Evers speaks on News 8/28/17 12p,5p 1:30 Democratic gubernatorial 



Foxconn projext candidate Tony Evers now 
says he would renegotiate 
what he could with Foxconn. 
Evers, the state public school 
superintendent who 
announced his bid for 
governor last week, says he 
does not believe the three-
billion dollars in state 
incentives is a "fair deal for the 
people of Wisconsin." Evers 
was a statewide T-V  talk 
show yesterday, and he called 
Foxconn a "bit of a Hail Mary 
pass" -- noting that the state 
would put up billions without 
environmental restrictions on 
the Taiwanese technology firm 
and no job guarantees.  
 
The Trump administration is 
reportedly planning to end a 
three year old ban of a 
program that once gave lots of 
surplus military equipment to 
Wisconsin police. The 
program started in 1990 
during the war on drugs. In 
2014, one report said 219 
Wisconsin agencies acquired 
67-thousand military grade 



items during the previous 
decade. Their usage raised 
eyebrows on occasion -- 
including a few years ago near 
Wausau when officers used 
military trucks to arrest a tax 
protester. U-S-A Today says 
Trump's people are looking to 
overturn an executive order 
from the Obama years -- after 
armored officers clashed with 
protesters in Ferguson, 
Missouri following a white 
officer's shooting death of a 
black man. 
 
U-S Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions will appear in Green 
Bay on Tuesday. He'll speak 
about opioid abuse when he 
appears before the National 
Alliance for Drug Endangered 
Children. Hundreds of law 
enforcement and medical 
personnel, treatment 
providers, prevention 
specialists, and others will 
attend the alliance meeting at 
the K-I Convention Center in 
Green Bay. 
 

 News 8/29/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 Makers of backup electric 



State generators are making 
their way to Hurricane 
Harvey relief in Texas  

generators in Wisconsin are busy 
getting their products to Texas 
hurricane victims -- or trying to. Art 
Aiello of Generac (jen'er ack) in 
Waukesha says all the flooding 
makes it a challenge for his three 
teams of technicians to get to 
where they're needed. Generac, 
Briggs and Stratton, the Kohler 
Company, and Wacker/Neuson all 
make emergency generators and 
water pumps in the Milwaukee 
region. They've been working 
around the clock to make additional 
generators -- but it might take a 
while to figure out where to send 
them, because rain is in the 
forecast at least into Wednesday 
night in the Houston area.  
 
 Wisconsin Attorney General Brad 
Schimel has announced a new 
program to examine elder abuse in 
the state. The Attorney General's 
Task Force on Elder Abuse's 
mission is to study the impact of 
elder abuse and find ways to 
protect a growing population of 
citizens. Elder abuse includes 
physical, emotional, sexual, and 
financial abuse.  Schimel says over 
the next two decades, Wisconsin’s 
65 and older population will 
increase by 72 percent and one in 
nine seniors have reported being 
abused, neglected or exploited in 
the past twelve months.  



 
Wisconsin's largest airport keeps 
getting more travelers, and officials 
say it's because they're getting 
more nonstop service. Almost 629-
thousand people flew in and out of 
Milwaukee's Mitchell International 
Airport in July, two-point-two 
percent more than in the same 
month last year.  
 

 
Gov. Walker’s school 
proposal  News 8/29/17 12p,5p 1:30 

State finance Republicans 
have endorsed the governor's 
proposed 639-million dollar 
increase in state school 
funding for the next two years. 
On a 12-4 vote, with all 
Democrats voting no, the G-O-
P also added several 
controversial measures into 
the school portion of the new 
state budget. School districts 
would be limited to two 
referendums a year, and only 
on election days that are 
otherwise scheduled. The 
panel also adopted higher 
family income limits to get tax 
funded vouchers for private 
schools outside of Milwaukee 
and Racine -- teachers and 
administrators could get 
lifetime state licenses after 



three years with provisional 
licenses – and U-W and tech 
schools throughout the state 
could start charter schools  
 
Labor groups say they'll 
campaign for a 15 dollar 
minimum wage and a new 
governor when they rally in 
Milwaukee on the morning of 
Labor Day. Speakers include 
Democrat Randy Bryce, who's 
running against House 
Speaker Paul Ryan next year -
- and state fire union president 
Mahlon Mitchell. The Service 
Employees International Union 
is organizing next Monday's 
events, in which fast food 
workers are expected to walk 
off their jobs like they've done 
a number of times in recent 
years to push for a wage that's 
more than double the current 
Wisconsin minimum of seven 
dollars and 25 cents an hour.  
 
 One Wisconsin judge 
overrules another as a lawsuit 
is thrown out against the 
length of Subway's footlong 



sandwiches. The federal 
appeals court in Chicago 
rejected a 520-thousand dollar 
class action settlement for 
buyers of Subway's footlongs, 
after plaintiffs said the bread is 
only eleven inches long 
instead of the advertised 12. 
Multiple lawsuits were 
assigned to Milwaukee District 
Judge Lynn Adelman (ay'dle 
man), who approved the 
settlement. But appellate 
Judge Diane Sykes from 
Milwaukee wrote that the 
claims never had merit -- and 
lawyers would have received 
all the money from the 
settlement.  
 

 
State Red Cross workers 
helping out with Hurricane 
Harvey relief News 8/30/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Wisconsin's Red Cross and U-
S Coast Guard stations have 
sent about 80 people to Texas 
to help those flooded out by 
Hurricane Harvey. Patty 
Flowers, C-E-O of the state's 
Red Cross chapter, says she 
expects to see a "lot of 
devastation" when she arrives 
in the Houston area in the next 
couple days. Flowers says 



shelters are only being placed 
where there is not much 
flooding, and her volunteers 
will only go where it's safe. 
The state Red Cross has sent 
almost 60 people to the 
hurricane region, and many 
more are waiting to be called 
out.  
 
Outgoing D-N-R Secretary 
Cathy Stepp says the Trump 
White House gave her an 
opportunity she "couldn't 
ignore." Stepp is resigning 
after six-and-a- half years of 
heading the state's 
environmental and outdoor 
recreation agency. She'll 
become the deputy 
administrator of the federal E-
P-A's Region Seven. Stepps' 
tenure as D-N-R secretary 
was marked by controversies 
involving staff cuts, agency 
reorganization, reduced 
enforcement of pollution laws, 
and water issues involving 
large farms. Deputy Secretary 
Kurt Thiede becomes the 
interim secretary on Thursday. 



 
Three Wisconsin based medical 

and scientific organizations – 

Marshfield Clinic Research 

Institute, University of Wisconsin 

School of Medicine and Public 

Health, and Medical College of 

Wisconsin – have collectively 

been awarded over $5.3-

million to help implement in 

Wisconsin the National Institutes 

of Health’s All of Us Research 

Program that aims to benefit 

communities across the country.  
These institutions will partner 

with BloodCenter of Wisconsin 

and regional Federally Qualified 

Health Centers to aid in 

engagement and recruitment of 

research participants.    
 

Labor day fuel prices  
 News 8/30/17 12p,5p 1:30 

 If you're planning a Labor Day 
weekend trip, you'll pay more at the 
pump. The Wisconsin Triple "A" 
says the average gallon of regular 
unleaded costs two dollars and 37 
cents a gallon today, one point five 
cents more than Tuesday and ten 
cents more than one month ago. 
But on a percentage basis, the 
Wisconsin price hike is only about 
half the national jump of seven-
percent since oil refineries shut 



down due to Hurricane Harvey in 
Texas. About one quarter of the 
nation's refineries are flooded out in 
the Houston area.  
 
U-S Attorney General Jeff Sessions 
tells a Green Bay audience that a 
"comprehensive antidote" is 
needed to reduce opioid abuse. 
Sessions spoke Tuesday at a 
meeting of the National Alliance for 
Drug Endangered Children, were 
he accused some politicians and 
reporters of sending mixed 
messages on drugs. He said the U-
S should create a "culture that's 
hostile to drug use," focusing on 
prevention, law enforcement, and 
treatment -- although he said 
"treatment often comes too late." 
Wisconsin had 800 drug overdose 
deaths in 2015, and Sessions 
pointed to preliminary data 
indicating 60-thousand overdose 
deaths in 2016 in an epidemic he 
called the "deadliest in American 
history." 
 
Six people have been arrested after 
their protests halted work on a 
crude oil pipeline replacement 
southwest of Superior. It was the 
third time in nine days that 
protesters shut down heavy 
equipment along a replacement of 
Line Three, the Enbridge facility 
between Alberta Canada and the 



company's terminal in Superior. 
The opponents say the new line 
would hurt water quality, while 
Enbridge says it will eliminate 
problems with its current 50-year-
old pipeline. 
 

 
Wis. National guard getting 
troups ready to help in 
hurricane Harvey clean up 
efforts  News 8/31/17 6a,8a,9a 1:30 

The Wisconsin National Guard 
is getting its troops ready to 
help hurricane victims in South 
Texas. The guard's national 
bureau is telling Army and Air 
Guard units throughout the 
country to be ready to support 
other personnel if requested -- 
and Governor Scott Walker 
has offered Wisconsin's 
assistance. No guard forces 
from the Badger State are 
involved yet, although 
thousands of soldiers and 
airmen from other states are 
on duty.  
 
A truck driver from Merrill has 
been cleared in a case that 
gun advocates say could bring 
clarity to whether it's legal to 
drive while carrying a firearm. 
Fifty-two-year-old Guy Smith 
was scheduled to go on trial 
Monday on a citation for 



carrying an illegal concealed 
weapon. But on the day of the 
proceeding, a Kenosha 
County judge dropped the 
charge. The pro gun group 
Wisconsin Carry said the case 
might eliminate confusion by 
law enforcement on whether 
it's legal for a motorist to have 
a gun in open sight.  
 
A school custodian in Antigo 
was working this week when 
the person found something 
surprising -- an envelope with 
lunch money that was lost in 
the mid 1980s. W-S-A-W T-V 
says the unnamed custodian 
was getting West Elementary 
School ready for the start of 
fall classes, and had removed 
a bench where kids normally 
remove their shoes and boots. 
The hidden envelope was 
found behind the bench with 
three-dollars and 60-cents 
inside. It was addressed to 
Ann Marie Steber, a sixth 
grader at the time -- and she's 
now Ann Mroczenski (mrow 
ghin' skee) of Wausau, and 



says she probably lost it 
during the 1985-'86 school 
year. The money was returned 
to the student's mother who 
still lives in Antigo. 
 

 
Lincoln Hills case  News 8/31/17 12p,5p :30 

 Lawyers for a 16-year-old offender 
at Lincoln Hills say the boy was 
held in solitary confinement longer 
than the seven day maximum a 
federal judge ordered. In a recent 
court filing, inmate attorneys say 
the boy was held from July first 
through August tenth or longer -- 
and he and others were sometimes 
not allowed to leave their cells for 
daily education and exercise as 
required by Judge James 
Peterson's ruling. The judge's 
orders took effect July 21st and 
were part of a lawsuit from inmates 
alleging abusive punishments at 
Lincoln Hills, the state owned boys' 
school in Lincoln County that the 
federal government continues to 
investigate.  
 
Industrial machinery represents 
about one quarter of all exports 
from the Badger State. Officials say 
Wisconsin businesses sent two-
point-six billion dollars worth of 
large manufacturing machines to 
foreign companies from January 
through June. That's one-point-six-
percent more than the same time 



last year. The state's Economic 
Development Corporation says 
Wisconsin was 19th among the 50 
states in the total value of its 
exports for the first half of 2017. 
Canada remains the state's 
Number One customer, with Mexico 
second and China third. 
 
The state's Legislative Fiscal 
Bureau says a 100-dollar fee for 
electric and hybrid vehicle owners 
would bring in eight-million dollars a 
year for road work. Some majority 
Republicans have brought up the 
fee to help cover a shortfall in 
scheduled road projects. 
Supporters say it would make 
electric and hybrid owners pay their 
fair share for road work, since they 
pay little or nothing in gas taxes. 
But some hybrid owners say it's not 
fair to single them out. Assembly 
Speaker Robin Vos and Senate 
Majority Leader Scott Fitzgerald 
have not commented on the hybrid 
fee, offered as a way to help end a 
standoff within the G-O-P on road 
funding that has held up approval of 
the new state budget for almost two 
months. 
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Travel thoughts for Labor 
Day weekend  News 9/1/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Labor Day is the least traveled 
holiday weekend of the year, and 
that's why the Triple "A" did not 
make projections of how many 
people would be on the roads. 
Wisconsin quit the practice last 
year, and the national Triple "A" did 
the same two years ago. The state 
D-O-T lists 15 major construction 
projects where workers will hang it 
up at noon today -- and the busiest 
travel is expected between noon 
and eight p-m both today and 
Monday. Six people were killed on 
Wisconsin roads last Labor Day, 
and law enforcement will again look 
for drunk drivers as part of its 
annual "Drive Sober or Get Pulled 
Over" campaign. 
 
The Washington news outlet 
Politico says former Milwaukee 
County Sheriff David Clarke is 
expected to land some type of job 
in the Trump administration. But 
local media reports say Clarke, who 
resigned as sheriff yesterday, is 
looking outside of government to 
support Trump's agenda while 
keeping himself known. A 



spokesman says Clarke is 
expected to talk about his future 
plans next week, and he gave no 
reason Thursday for quitting his 
sheriff's post after 15 years.  
 
 Meanwhile, an investigation is 
underway following the death of an 
inmate this week at the Milwaukee 
County Jail.  Authorities say the 51-
year-old man died Tuesday night. 
The Milwaukee County Sheriff’s 
Office says the inmate complained 
of not feeling well at around 10 P-M 
Tuesday and was taken to the jail 
clinic where medical staff requested 
assistance from Milwaukee Fire 
Department paramedics.  An 
autopsy showed the inmate had 
advanced heart disease and a 
blood clot. 
 

  
Head of Lincoln Hills will 
return to previous job News 9/1/17 12p,5p 1:30 

 The head of the embattled 
Lincoln Hills and Copper Lake 
juvenile institutions will return 
to a job she used to have 
there. The state Corrections 
Department says Wendy 
Peterson will end her time as 
superintendent of the Lincoln 
County institutions on Sunday 
-- and she'll again serve as 
their education director. In 
July, Federal Judge James 



Peterson said Wendy 
Peterson and security director 
Brian Gustke didn't have the 
experience to turn around 
what the judge called "a facility 
that is failing like Lincoln Hills." 
A federal investigation 
continues into alleged inmate 
abuses at Lincoln Hills. 
 
 
House Speaker Paul Ryan 
tells Wisconsin workers he 
likes President Donald 
Trump's template for an 
income tax overhaul. The 
Janesville Republican held 
another of his town hall 
meetings limited to a 
company's employees and 
their bosses -- and he said 
Republicans agree on the 
general parameters of a tax 
plan, with the details still to be 
filled in. Among other things, 
the Trump plan calls for a 
large reduction in corporate 
income taxes and 
corresponding cuts in middle 
class taxes. Ryan made his 
comments Thursday at the 



Kinetic Company in the 
Milwaukee suburb of 
Greenfield. 
 
A tangled sailboat line 
contributes to the drowning of 
a 68-year-old Marshfield man 
in Lake Superior. Bayfield 
County sheriff's deputies say 
Stanley Szczytko (suh chit'ko) 
was trying to untangle a line 
connected to a sail on the 42 
foot boat, and he was pulled 
overboard as the line was 
freed. The U-S Coast Guard 
responded after a woman on 
the boat called for 

  
A missing boater has been 
found News 9/4/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A boater, missing since last 

Monday was found over 

the weekend.  The Vilas 

County Sheriff’s office 

reports a DNR Warden 

found the person in Big 

Sand Lake Saturday 

morning near Phelps.  The 

name has not yet been 

released and an autopsy is 

set for this week. 

In Price County yesterday a 

911 call reported a 15 



month old child was run 

over by a vehicle in a 

driveway.  Officers 

responded to a home in the 

Township of Hill with CPR 

already in progress.  The 

child was taken to Aspirus 

Medford Hospital and 

pronounced dead.  No 

other information is 

available.   

Fire in Conover early 

Saturday destroyed the 

main building at Twin 

Haven Resort.  The structure 

was already engulfed in 

flames as firefighters arrived 

shortly after 4:30.  The 

business was closed at the 

time.   

Police in Wausau are 

investigating several 

gunshots heard yesterday 

morning near the 700 block 

of Scott Street.  Officers said 

the shooting was possibly 

triggered by an argument.  

No one was hurt but one 

vehicle was damaged.  



One person was arrested 

on a probation hold.   

Labor Day travelers won’t 

have to contend with work 

in construction zones 

around Wisconsin on the 

way home today.  The state 

Department of 

Transportation say that 

while drivers could still 

encounter some lane 

restrictions and traffic 

delays in work zones, travel 

disruptions should be kept 

to a minimum.  Work will be 

suspended until 6 a.m. 

tomorrow.  Peak travel 

periods on Wisconsin 

highways are expected to 

be between noon and 8 

p.m. today.   
 

  
Kronenwetter injured in 
vehicle accident News 9/4/17 12p,5p 1:30 

 A 48 year old Kronenwetter 

man was injured after a 

one vehicle rollover 

yesterday afternoon in the 

Town of Scott.  At 1:30 PM a 

911 call reported a heavy 

duty transport truck with a 

pull behind tank had turned 



over on Lake Rd at County 

Rd Q. The driver was 

treated at Ministry Good 

Samaritan Health Center for 

minor injuries. 

 The Wisconsin A-F-L C-I-O 

says Labor Day honors all 

working people, not just the 

one in ten who belong to 

unions.  But the state's labor 

coalition says the holiday 

traditionally recognizes the 

union movement's fight for 

livable wages, safe 

workplaces, and a "fair 

economy."  Numerous 

Labor Day events are going 

on around the state 

including parades and 

festivals in Milwaukee, 

Janesville, Fond du Lac, 

and Wausau.    

Two Republican state 

lawmakers will hold their 

own public hearing this 

week on their bill to end 

Wisconsin's 19-year-old ban 

on new sulfide mines.  

Senator Tom Tiffany of 



Hazelhurst and 

Representative Rob Hutton 

of Brookfield will start 

hearing testimony Thursday 

morning at nine at 

Ladysmith High School.  The 

1998 moratorium prohibits 

new sulfide mines unless the 

state determines that a 

mine that operated for ten 

years was clean for ten 

more years without 

pollution.  The measure was 

adopted after Flambeau 

Mining closed its gold and 

copper mine near 

Ladysmith in 1997 after just 

four years. Tiffany says 

Flambeau met its condition 

for staying clean for an 

entire decade after its 

closure, but 

environmentalists disagree 

and oppose the new bill. 
 

  
Eagle River police have info 
on a disturbance over the 
weekend that has left one 
man dead News  9/5/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Eagle River Police released 

details of disturbance 

Saturday night leaving one 

man dead.  Dispatch 

received a call about a 



man with a gunshot wound 

at 421 Wall Street in the city.  

When officers arrived a 20-

year old man was being 

tended to after being shot 

in the chest.  The victim was 

formerly from Florida but 

now living in Conover.  He 

was later pronounced 

dead at the hospital.  A 19-

year old was taken into 

custody on homicide 

charge by negligent use of 

a weapon.  No names have 

yet been released. 

An attempted robbery at 

the Knights Inn Hotel in 

Stevens Point Sunday night.  

A 32-year old Milwaukee 

man was stabbed during 

an altercation at the hotel 

and fled.  He was taken into 

custody yesterday morning.  

He was treated and 

released to police from a 

local hospital.  A woman 

was also arrested but 

officials did not say if she’s 

being charged.   



A 47-year tradition 

wrapped up summer in 

Hazelhurst yesterday as 

dozens of people gathered 

at Whitman’s Bar and Grill 

on Hwy 51 to wave 

goodbye to the 

southbound traffic.  Met 

with return waves and 

honking horns, organizers 

say it’s their way of saying 

thanks for a great summer 

and safe travels.   

And those motorists 

heading home from the 

Labor Day weekend are 

finding higher gas prices 

amid the Texas refinery 

shutdowns from Hurricane 

Harvey.  The state Triple-A 

finds regular unleaded at 

$2.52 a gallon on average, 

nearly 18-cents higher than 

last week but still below the 

national average of $2.64.   
 

  
Foxconn back in the state 
politics News 9/5/17 12p,5p 1:30 

 The Legislature's Joint 

Finance Committee will 

consider separate bills for 

the three-billion-dollar 



incentive package to have 

Foxconn put its first U-S 

smartphone and T-V screen 

plant in either Racine or 

Kenosha counties.  It will 

then act on a number of 

budget measures -- 

including a proposed 100-

dollar fee for owners of 

electric and hybrid vehicles 

to help cover a large road 

funding shortfall.  The 

budget was supposed to 

take effect July first, but 

majority G-O-P lawmakers 

have disagreed on how to 

pay for road work -- and 

various borrowing levels 

remain on the table.   

A northwest Wisconsin man 

is sentenced to five years in 

prison after he got caught 

in an underage sex sting 

operation and driving drunk 

for the seventh time.  A 

Douglas County jury 

convicted 54-year-old 

Ronald Provost of Foxboro 

of causing a teen to view 



sexual activity, and he 

pleaded guilty to the O-W-I 

charges. Prosecutors say 

Provost answered an ad on 

Craigslist in 2014 seeking a 

casual encounter but 

ended up with a police 

officer. 

Temperatures in the Great 

Lakes normally drop this 

time of year, but experts 

say this year's cooldown 

may be starting earlier than 

usual. The Great Lakes 

Environmental Research 

Lab in Ann Arbor, Michigan 

says Lake Michigan was at 

71 degrees in late August, 

one degree cooler than the 

normal for that time of year.  

Lake Superior was at 63, 

three degrees cooler than 

late August of 2016.  Last 

year at this time, many 

areas in the Upper Midwest 

were still in the 80s on a 

daily basis. 
 

  
Eagle River police identify 
last week’s shooting victim News 9/6/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Police in Eagle River 

identified last weekend’s 



shooting victim as 20-year 

old Connor Stephens of 

Conover.  He was allegedly 

shot in the chest Sunday at 

a home in the city by 19-

year old Jeremiah Fox Solis, 

in custody facing homicide 

charges.  He was in Vilas 

County Court yesterday 

and is back in two weeks. 

A crowded ballot greeted 

voters in Lac du Flambeau 

yesterday for their Tribal 

primary elections.  Four 

seats are open on the Tribal 

Council and 20 people 

signed up with eight 

moving to the general 

election October third.  

Dee Allen, Jerome Brooks 

BigJohn, Charles Burgess, 

Ruben Santiesteban, Alice 

Soulier, Charlene Theobald 

and George Thompson all 

advanced.  Gloria Cobb 

and Melinda Young will 

face each other again in 

the treasurer’s race while 

Jamie Ann Allen and 



Beverly LaBarge meet for 

secretary.   

Applications for 

Rhinelander’s city bow hunt 

are due by the 15th.  That’s 

the word from Police Chief 

Lloyd Gauther.  The season 

opens on the 16th and runs 

through January 7th.  It 

closes during the firearm 

seasons and suspended on 

Halloween.  Registration 

applications are available 

at City Hall and hunters 

must have their state bow 

license.  

The legislature’s Joint 

Finance Committee late 

last night approved a road 

funding plan that borrows 

nearly $400-million, raises 

fees on hybrid and electric 

vehicles and doesn’t 

increase the gas tax, 

something Governor Scott 

Walker has steadfastly 

opposed.  The GOP budget 

plan, with no Democratic 

support, is two months late.  



The plan will also study the 

possibility of developing 

tollways in the state, among 

other things. 
 

  
Gov. Walker takes another 
step to help out western Wis. 
Homeowners from summer 
storms  News 9/6/17 12p,5p 1:30 

 The State Supreme Court 

would hear all appeals of 

cases involving Foxconn, as 

part of a three-billion dollar 

state incentive package for 

the high tech firm.  The Joint 

Finance Committee added 

the legal shortcut yesterday 

on a partisan and sent the 

package to the Senate for 

a vote as early as next 

week.  Environmental 

groups are considering 

lawsuits against the state 

incentives, which would let 

Foxconn bypass state rules 

to protect things like 

wetlands.  Assembly 

Republican Mark Born of 

Beaver Dam says it would 

let both sides save money 

by letting the state's highest 

court hear their cases if 

they don't like a lower 

court's ruling -- and finance 



chair John Nygren says the 

G-O-P is doing all it can to 

attract the ten-billion dollar 

Foxconn plant with up to 

13-thousand jobs.  But 

Assembly Democrat Katrina 

Shankland of Stevens Point 

says the G-O-P is "rigging 

the game" when there 

should be more state 

accountability. 

Governor Scott Walker has 

taken another step to help 

western Wisconsin homes 

and businesses clean up 

their flood damage from 

July.  The governor asked 

the U-S Small Business 

Administration to inspect 

damage in La Crosse and 

Trempeleau Counties where 

dozens of buildings were 

destroyed or damaged.  If 

approved, low interest S-B-A 

loans would be available.  

The Federal Emergency 

Management Agency 

notes the region didn’t 

have enough uninsured 



flood losses to approve 

direct grants for home and 

business owners.  But Walker 

asked FEMA to help to fix 

public amenities like roads 

and bridges -- and he's still 

waiting to hear an answer 

to that request. 
 

  
Minocqua Chamber reacts to 
Trump announcement  News 9/7/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A move by the Trump 

administration has alarmed 

some businesses in Northern 

Wisconsin and the 

Minocqua Chamber of 

Commerce wants to know 

how much.  There’s been 

discussion of ending or 

reducing the J1 Summer 

Work Travel Program, a 

move Chamber Executive 

Director Krystal Westfahl 

says could have a 

devastating effect on the 

tourism industry.  They, 

along with other Chambers, 

the Wisconsin Association of 

Convention and Visitors 

Bureau’s and WI 

Department of Tourism are 

lobbying the state 



congressional delegation 

and the administration to 

stop any potential 

executive order affecting 

the program.  An online 

survey for businesses using 

visiting employees is due at 

noon today to find how 

widespread the effects 

would be.  The program, 

managed by the State 

Department, enables 

foreign nationals to come 

here to teach, study, 

conduct research, 

demonstrate special skills or 

get on the job training. 

Hazelhurst Republican 

Senator Tom Tiffany is on 

the road, promoting a bill to 

lift the state’s mining 

moratorium.  In Central 

Wisconsin yesterday a 

public hearing brought 

several mayors, sharing 

concerns of environmental 

effects.  Tiffany says the 

successful closing and 

reclamation from the 



Flambeau Mine in 

Ladysmith back in 1997 

demonstrates companies 

can operate safely.  Gov. 

Tommy Thompson signed 

the moratorium into law in 

1998, requiring companies 

to prove a sulfide mine can 

run for a decade without 

polluting state waters.  

Tiffany argues mining can 

bring much needed jobs to 

the North and says there’s a 

miner on the state flag 

that’s been unemployed for 

20 years and responsible 

mining can put him back to 

work.  There’s another 

hearing in Ladysmith today.   

 

  
State deer advisory council 
in the news News 9/7/17 12p,5p 1:30 

 Beginning Monday the 

County Deer Advisory 

Councils will provide 

preliminary 

recommendations for deer 

population objectives for 

the next three years and 

potential changes to deer 

management unit 



boundaries.  The public can 

comment on these 

recommendations before 

they go into effect next 

year.  The comment period 

closes the 22nd and surveys 

are available on the DNR 

website. 

Packers' tight end Martellus 

Bennett said he cried 

yesterday after seeing 

video of his brother 

handcuffed by police in Las 

Vegas where he was 

mistaken for a gunman.  

Michael Bennett of the 

Seattle Seahawks was 

stopped after the recent 

boxing match that Floyd 

Mayweather won -- and as 

Bennett asked what he did 

wrong, one Vegas Metro 

officer straddled his back 

while another pointed a 

gun from a ledge.  His 

brother talked to reporters 

for 20 minutes about it, 

saying he couldn't help 

thinking what might have 



happened to Michael if the 

situation changed for just 

two seconds.  Michael 

Bennett released a long 

statement on Twitter 

yesterday describing his 

ordeal, and Martellus said 

he was proud of the way he 

handled it. Seahawks 

coach Pete Carroll and N-F-

L Commissioner Roger 

Goddell also had words of 

praise -- and Goodell said 

the issues Michael raised 

"deserve serious attention 

from all our leaders in every 

community." 

State agriculture officials 

say the dairy industry 

remains strong despite a 

continued drop in the 

numbers of farms.  

Wisconsin dairy operations 

have dropped below nine-

thousand after the state 

had 143-thousand farms in 

1950.  Eighty-nine-hundred-

70 herds were milking as of 

September first, almost 480 



fewer than last September.  
 

  
Gov. Walker pleased to 
announce education budget 
in place News 9/8/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 After the Joint Finance 

Committee passed the 

budget along party lines 

Wednesday, Governor 

Scott Walker was pleased a 

boost in education funding 

is intact.  Visiting the Fab 

Lab at Three Lakes High 

School yesterday, Walker 

said he’s started a veto 

review of the long overdue 

$ 76-billion package and 

not expecting major 

changes but glad 

lawmakers kept the highest 

level of K-12 funding in the 

history of the state.  The 

spending plan also includes 

freezing tuition at UW 

System schools.  When it 

comes to the issue of road 

funding, the gas tax would 

be left as is.  Republicans 

are instead opting to 

borrow $400 million and 

raise fees on electric and 

hybrid vehicles -- much to 

the disappointment of 



many Wisconsin Democrats.  

The Assembly votes on it 

next week.   

Wisconsin State Senator 

Leah Vukmir ended 

speculation she’s 

considering a run for the 

U.S. Senate seat currently 

held by Democrat Tammy 

Baldwin.  Vukmir, of 

Brookfield, announced her 

candidacy yesterday 

outlining what shes sees as 

the problems of a 

dysfunctional Congress.  

Vukmir, a registered nurse 

and member of the 

legislature’s Joint Finance 

Committee, has been a 

member of the state senate 

since 2011 after previous 

time in the Assembly.  She is 

the second Republican to 

enter the race, joining 

former U.S. Marine Kevin 

Nicholson.  

Police in Green Bay are 

warning fans not to buy 



tickets from secondary 

sources.  Several reports of 

counterfeit tickets have 

come in from online sources 

through unauthorized 

resellers.  The team urges 

people to only buy tickets 

from official sources and 

team partners, like the NFL 

Ticket Exchange. 

 

  
State fall colors may start 
and end early this year News 9/8/17 12p,5p 1:30 

 The leader of the minority 

party in the Wisconsin 

Assembly the last six and a 

half years is leaving that 

post.  Peter Barca 

confirmed yesterday he 

would leave the position 

September 30th but would 

stay in the Assembly and 

represent Kenosha.  Reports 

say Barca resigned during a 

long private meeting with 

his fellow Democrats in the 

lower house amid longtime 

concerns that he could not 

add to the party's minority.  

Last November, voters 

increased the Republican 



majority to 64-35, the largest 

display of one party 

dominance since 1957.  

Media reports say some 

Democrats were upset that 

Barca recently voted in 

favor of the G-O-P's three-

billion dollar state incentive 

package for Foxconn to 

build a large high tech 

plant close to his district. 

Wisconsin's majestic fall 

colors may start and end 

earlier this year. Travel 

Wisconsin Dot Com says 

trees in Superior and 

Hayward are already at 15-

percent of their peaks for 

reds, yellows, and oranges. 

Smoky Mountains Dot Com 

predicts northern Wisconsin 

could peak in the third 

week of September instead 

of the end of the month as 

normal -- and peaks in 

southern Wisconsin might 

come at the start of 

October instead of the end. 

Experts say Wisconsin's 



record rainfall from January 

through July has put more 

stress on trees, causing the 

earlier peaks of colors.  But 

we could still be in for a 

great color show if we 

warm with sunny days and 

cool evenings.  Add to that 

color, brilliant auroras at 

night from giant solar bursts 

from the sun recently.   
 

  
State national guard on way 
to help Fla. For hurricane 
Irma help News 9/11/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Wisconsin’s National Guard 

are on the way to Florida to 

help with recovery efforts 

from Hurricane Irma.  Early 

this morning the storm 

weakened to a category 1, 

with winds down to 85 miles 

an hour.  Millions are 

without power.  More than 

2500 troops will be used for 

rescues, preventing injuries 

and protecting property.  

Irma’s strong winds and 

flooding are still a major risk 

across western parts of the 

state. 

Three people died and four 



were hurt in a crash near 

Bonduel Friday night.  The 

Shawano County Sheriff’s 

office reported the head-

on collision on Hwy 29 just 

after 9:30.  No names have 

yet been released but a 38-

year old Bonduel man and 

two children, 7 and 9 years 

old were killed.  The four 

other injuries are serious. 

Several fires were reported 

in northern Marathon 

County yesterday.  Multiple 

buildings were ablaze on N. 

44th Avenue in the Town of 

Maine where a garage and 

vehicle were destroyed.  

Fire also damaged a home 

on nearby Kellar Drive.  No 

injuries were reported in any 

of the fires.    

And in sports, the 

Milwaukee Brewers are only 

two games behind the 

Cubs after sweeping their 

series with a 3-1 win 

yesterday.  The Crew takes 



on Pittsburgh tonight at 

Home. 

And the Green Bay Packers 

woke up in the second half 

after falling behind 3-0 in 

the first half and beat the 

Seattle Seahawks in the 

home opener 17-9.  

Oddsmakers put the two 

teams together again in the 

playoffs.  The Pack plays the 

Falcons in Atlanta on 

Sunday Night this weekend. 

 

  
Tomahawk woman involved 
in car crash  News 9/11/17 12p,5p 1:30 

 A 53-year old Tomahawk 

woman had to be 

extricated from her car 

Saturday night after a crash 

in the Town of Wilson.  She 

was travelling east on Hwy 

CC near Somo Dam Drive 

when her car left the road, 

spun and rolled over.  She 

was not seriously hurt. 

A 22-year old Tomahawk 

man was cited for a first 

offense OWI yesterday.  A 

deputy with the Lincoln 

County Sheriff’s department 



stopped a suspicious 

vehicle also in the Town of 

Wilson about 1am.  The 

driver, who appeared 

impaired, refused a field 

sobriety test and was 

ticketed.   

The Wisconsin 

Interscholastic Athletic 

Association purchased a 

concussion insurance policy 

covering high school 

athletes called 

HeadStrong.  Kids in grades 

six-through-12 who are 

participating in sports 

sanctioned by the W-I-A-A 

will be covered free.  

Wisconsin is the fourth state 

sports organization to offer 

concussion insurance.  The 

state association is paying 

one dollar, 50-cents-a 

child.  HeadStrong will 

function as a secondary 

insurance, meaning if a 

student or family already 

has insurance, it will be the 

primary source of 



coverage. 

Wisconsin dairy farmers are 

no longer required to 

participate in the federal 

Dairy Margin Protection 

Program.  Agriculture 

industry groups are creating 

alternatives to the program 

after it was changed in the 

2018 Farm Bill.  Previously, 

the U-S-D-A required 

farmers to be enrolled for 

the duration of each four-

year Farm Bill.  The 

American Farm Bureau 

Federation is proposing a 

Dairy Revenue Protection 

plan which operates 

something like crop 

insurance.  That approach 

would be a combination of 

the Margin Protection 

Program for dairy producers 

and the futures market. 
 

  
Truck driver’s being alerted 
to recent  attacks News 9/12/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Karl’s Transport of Antigo is 

alerting their drivers after an 

attack last week.  39-year 

old Robert Lyon of Weston 

stopped his rig at the Tourist 



Information Center on I94 in 

Pleasant Prairie where he 

was attacked in the 

restroom.  He sustained 

several serious wounds.  The 

company is reminding 

drivers to be observant 

during their travels.  Anyone 

with information is asked to 

contact Pleasant Prairie 

Police. 

A 24-year old Phillips man is 

in the Price County Jail, 

accused of stabbing his 

brother multiple times.  

Christopher Sarnstrom 

allegedly stabbed his 26-

year old brother Thomas in 

the stomach at a home just 

after midnight last Saturday.  

His condition is not known.  

The younger Sarnstrom 

faces second degree 

reckless injury charges. 

Governor Scott Walker is 

visiting with leaders in 

Japan and South Korea this 

week.  Walker arrived in 



Tokyo for an eight-day 

trade mission to the region.  

The goal is to boost state 

exports and encourage 

companies from both 

countries to consider 

making investment in 

Wisconsin.  Walker says it's a 

good opportunity to build 

on decisions by other 

companies to open 

facilities in Wisconsin, 

including Taiwanese 

electronics company 

Foxconn and gummy bear 

maker Haribo. 

The Wisconsin state Senate 

votes today on the $3 billion 

Foxconn incentive 

package.  Proponents 

claim the deal could 

eventually create up to 

13,000 jobs.  A controversial 

amendment to the bill, 

adopted by the Joint 

Finance Committee, would 

give the state Supreme 

Court jurisdiction for 



appeals of any circuit court 

ruling for development 

inside the special 

manufacturing zone.  The 

state Assembly will also 

need act on the Foxconn 

package. 

 

  
State considers incentive 
package for Foxconn News 9/12/17 12p,5p 1:30 

 A busy week started today 

in the Wisconsin Legislature, 

as the Senate considers the 

state's incentive package 

for Foxconn.  The Assembly 

has approved almost three-

billion dollars in tax breaks 

and environmental law 

exemptions to encourage 

Foxconn to put its first U-S 

smartphone and T-V screen 

plant in Racine County with 

a promise of up to 13-

thousand jobs.  Last week, 

the Joint Finance 

Committee added several 

amendments -- including a 

controversial plan to let 

Foxconn and its legal 

opponents bypass the state 



appellate court and let only 

the Supreme Court hear 

appeals.  The Assembly 

would have to ratify the 

changes the Senate 

approves, and that's 

expected to happen 

Thursday.  Also, the 

Assembly meets tomorrow 

to act on a new two year 

state budget that's two and 

half months overdue. 

Another Wisconsin National 

Guard takes off today for 

Florida to help with the relief 

and cleanup efforts from 

Hurricane Irma.  Members 

of the 127th Infantry unit 

from Appleton are among 

25-hundred Guard troops 

called to active duty -- 

which is about a quarter of 

the state's total, and they'll 

be in Florida for as long as 

they're needed.  Yesterday, 

about 100 members of the 

120th Field Artillery unit left 

Oconomowoc in "high 

water trucks" that can 



maneuver through areas hit 

with record rainfall and 

surges from the Atlantic 

Ocean and the Gulf of 

Mexico.  This is the first 

deployments for many in 

the Oconomowoc unit, and 

Sergeant Terry Tackes of 

Sullivan says they're 

"prepared for anything."  

Other Guard troops plan to 

take off tomorrow. 
 

  
Oneida Co. sheriff’s are 
looking into a shooting 
incident News  9/13/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Investigators with the 

Oneida County Sheriff’s 

Department are looking 

into a shooting incident 

yesterday.  A 911 call shortly 

after 3:00 reported a man 

on a four wheeler fired a 

weapon at a truck parked 

at a Town of Pelican home.  

Deputies found the ATV at 

a neighbor’s and arrested 

the suspect.  No other 

information is available.   

Two people were hurt 

following a two-car 

accident near Tomahawk 

yesterday morning about 



11:00.  An 81-year old 

woman was turning too 

wide from Hwy 8 onto 

County Y and hit an SUV, 

injuring that driver and 

herself.   

The state Senate approved 

nearly $3 billion in cash 

payments for Taiwan-based 

Foxconn Technology 

Group.  Foxconn plans to 

construct a massive flat-

screen production factory 

in the state.  The proposal 

now heads to the Wisconsin 

Assembly for a final vote 

tomorrow.  Original plans 

were to locate the plant in 

Kenosha or Racine County 

but Kenosha’s pulled out, 

saying there aren’t enough 

protections for taxpayers 

under the deal.  The 

company plans to employ 

up to 13,000 people.   

A nearly 125 year tradition 

will go on, at least another 

year.  The future of the 

Forest County Fair had 



been a question as a 

neighboring business, 

Hometown Trolley, is 

planning to expand closer 

to the fairground property 

in Crandon.  The county 

board approved operating 

the fair another year and 

will look into alternate sites.  

Hometown Trolley plans to 

expand about 75 feet 

closer the fair, adding 30 

new jobs.  Local officials say 

both are important and will 

work out details for the 

future.   
 

  
Langlade Co. woman in 
custody following high speed 
chase in Merrill News 9/13/17 12p,5p 1:30 

 A 31-year old Langlade 

County woman is in custody 

following a high speed 

chase through Merrill early 

this morning.  The Lincoln 

County Sheriff’s department 

reports deputies attempted 

to stop her vehicle shortly 

before 2:00 on Hwy 64.  The 

woman fled into the city 

where police used spikes to 

flatten her tires but she 

continued to flea north of 



town.  She finally turned 

onto a dead end road 

before turning around and 

rammed a squad car.  

Pending charges include 

fleeing an officer, resisting 

arrest and drug possession. 

The Wisconsin Assembly 

considers a two year, 76-

billion dollar state budget 

today.  Majority 

Republicans will reportedly 

consider some minor, 

undisclosed changes in the 

package -- which the Joint 

Finance Committee 

approved last week after 

two months of G-O-P 

disagreements on how to 

pay for road work.  Easy 

passage is expected in the 

Assembly, which has a 64-

35 Republican majority. But 

assuming all Democrats will 

vote no, Senate Majority 

Leader Scott Fitzgerald can 

lose no more than three G-

O-P votes in his chamber -- 

and reportedly four 



Republican senators remain 

undecided on whether 

they'll vote for the current 

package.  The goal of 

lawmakers is to pass the 

budget, now two months 

overdue, on Friday. 

Former state government 

watchdog Mike McCabe 

announced his intention to 

run for governor at the 

Clark County farm where 

he grew up.  The former 

head of the Wisconsin 

Democracy Campaign said 

he does not belong to a 

particular party, but his 

biggest opportunity is to run 

as a Democrat, in a field 

that already includes three 

others. 
 

  
Rhinelander man to be in 
court for shooting charges News 9/14/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A Rhinelander man will be 

in Oneida County Court this 

afternoon on multiple 

felony charges stemming 

from a shooting incident 

Tuesday.  The Sheriff’s 

Department reported 

Stephen Grundman 



allegedly fired a gunshot 

into a neighbors truck 

parked at their residence.  

He was arrested a short 

time later.  Pending 

charges include 

endangering safety by use 

of a dangerous weapon, 

criminal damage, and 

possession of THC with 

intent to deliver and a 

second offense of 

possession of the drug and 

paraphernalia.   

Listening to court 

proceedings from prison, 

Ashlee Martinson learned 

her appeal to get her 23-

year sentence reduced 

was denied.  Then a 17-year 

old, Martinson killed her 

mother and stepfather near 

Three Lakes two years ago.  

Her attorney now plans to 

take the matter to the state 

court of appeals.   

The Lakeland area lost a 

long-standing supporter of 

the North with the passing 



of Larry Bosacki.  The 84-

year old’s business was the 

unofficial welcome to 

Minocqua with the iconic 

Boat House Bar and 

Restaurant as locals and 

visitors alike crossed the 

bridge into the city.  Bosacki 

was a former fire chief, 

town treasurer, avid 

sportsman and member of 

the snowmobiling hall of 

fame.  He also helped 

pioneer the world musky 

hunt, headquartered out of 

his business on Lake 

Minocqua.   

Motorists across Northern 

Wisconsin are urged to 

watch for an increase in 

motorcycle traffic as 

Tomahawk’s annual Fall 

Ride is now underway.  Tens 

of thousands of bikers 

descend on the community 

to party and raise funds for 

the Muscular Dystrophy 

Association.  The even runs 

through the weekend.   
 



  
State national guard units 
cut back in numbers for 
Hurricane Irma cleanup News 9/14/17 12p,5p 1:30 

 While Assembly Speaker 

Robin Vos says he hopes 

the next state budget in 

2019 will have less 

borrowing and more tax 

and fee hikes for highway 

work, one northwoods 

lawmaker applauded what 

they’re calling a historic 

investment in public 

education.  Rhinelander 

Republican Representative 

Rob Swearingen said the 

budget increases state aid 

to school districts by $600-

million and is working to 

level the playing field to 

help fund rural districts 

among other things.  It also 

includes substantial funding 

for broadband expansion 

and keeps property taxes 

below 2014 levels.   The two 

year, 76-billion dollar 

package now goes to the 

Senate, where its fate is 

uncertain as up to six 

senators have concerns 

about the school aid.   



The Wisconsin National 

Guard troops sent to Florida 

in the wake of Hurricane 

Irma have been cut back 

from 25-hundred to around 

650. That's because the 

damage was not as 

widespread as expected, 

even though it was bad in 

some places.  About 600 

Wisconsin Guard soldiers will 

remain in Florida to help 

with security and 

humanitarian aid, after 

flying there from Volk Field 

in Juneau County on 

Monday -- and about 50 

troops who went down in 

advance will also stay 

there. But the Guard says 

hundreds of its members 

who left in convoys on 

Monday turned around and 

came home the next day.  

Units that were scheduled 

to leave Tuesday and 

yesterday never did. 

The Elcho School District will 

take a closer look at the 



high school's dress code 

after they received 

complaints about a student 

wearing a Confederate 

flag sweatshirt to school. 
 

 
State’s unemployment 
numbers up for the 2

nd
 

straight month News 9/15/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Wisconsin's unemployment 
rate has gone up for two 
months in a row. The 
seasonally adjusted statewide 
rate for August was three-
point-four-percent, up two-
tenths from July and up three-
tenths from both June and 
May. Officials say the Badger 
State lost 52-hundred private 
sector jobs during August -- 
but the monthly job totals are 
based on very small survey 
samples and are often revised 
later. The national jobless rate 
also jumped slightly last 
month, and Wisconsin's rate is 
one full point behind the 
current U-S figure of four-
point-four percent. 
 
Governor Scott Walker could 
give his final approval to 
nearly three-billion dollars for 
Foxconn as early as next 



week. That's after the state 
Assembly gave final legislative 
approval to the incentive 
package. The Assembly 
ratified amendments to tighten 
job creation requirements for 
Foxconn to collect up to one-
point-three billion state tax 
dollars for its new L-C-D 
screen plant in Racine County. 
And the State Supreme Court 
would have the option to reject 
consideration of lawsuit 
appeals for Foxconn and its 
litigants. 
 
 The judge in Waukesha's 
Slender Man sanity trial will 
not have a say on what 
happens to Anissa Weier. 
Circuit Judge Michael Bohren 
said no Thursday to requests 
by both sides to make a 
directed verdict. Attorneys will 
make their closing arguments 
this (Friday) morning before 
deliberations begin on whether 
the 15-year-old Weier was 
sane at the time she and 
Morgan Geyser allegedly 
stabbed fellow middle school 



classmate Payton Leutner in 
2014 in allegiance to Slender 
Man. 
 

 
State senate began debating 
state’s budget this morning  News 9/15/17 12p,5p 1:30 

The Wisconsin Senate began 
debating the proposed state 
budget this morning. After two 
and a half months of delays, 
Senate G-O-P leader Scott 
Fitzgerald hopes to speed up 
the process by giving 
Governor Scott Walker the 
same version of the two year 
package that was passed 
Wednesday night by the 
Assembly. But four 
Republicans are holding out 
for changes that would have to 
go back to the lower house. 
They are pushing, among 
other things, to require 
referendums for local wheel 
taxes -- allowing local 
governments to keep 
regulating quarries -- and 
moving up a repeal of the 
prevailing wage for state 
construction projects. If 
Fitzgerald could get one of 
those senators to change his 
mind and support the 



Assembly package, he'd have 
enough G-O-P votes to pass 
the budget in its current form. 
 
Wisconsin's attorney general 
has announced arrests and 
charges against 25 people 
said to be involved in human 
trafficking. Twenty law 
enforcement and prosecuting 
agencies from Madison to 
Marshfield to Eagle River 
joined state officers and U-S 
Marshals in making the arrests 
in July and August. Attorney 
General Brad Schimel 
announced the sting operation 
yesterday. He says the 
defendants were sex 
traffickers, their customers, 
and related child abusers -- 
and those sought for sex 
business were as young as 
14. Schimel says the arrests 
were part of the "National 
Johns Suppression Initiative, 
in which officers in 17 states 
arrested 15 alleged sex 
traffickers and more than one-
thousand people who bought 
sex. 
 



 
Several fatalities over the fall 
ride weekend  News 9/18/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Several fatalities occurred 

over the Fall Ride weekend, 

beginning Thursday with the 

death of 26-year old 

Charles Eye of Rhinelander.  

He was killed when his 

motorcycle crossed into 

oncoming traffic on Hwy P 

in Pelican.  Friday two bikes 

collided on Hwy 51 near 

Little Bearskin Road in the 

Town of Cassian.  Both 

operators were injured and 

one airlifted to Wausau for 

further treatment.  Later 

that afternoon a 911 call 

reported an accident at 

the intersection of Hwy Q 

and Joe Snow Road in the 

Town of Scott.  A 16-year 

old Irma teen shot a stop 

sign and collided with an 

SUV, killing the driver, a 57-

year old Wausau woman.  

A child traveling with her 

was transferred to 

Marshfield for critical care.  

And early Saturday 

morning, two motorcycles 



were involved in a crash just 

north of Tomahawk on Hwy 

L at Theisen Road.  Both 

operators were thrown from 

their bikes and injured.  A 

43-year old Tomahawk man 

is in critical condition at the 

Marshfield Medical Center.  

A 63-year old Mercer man 

was treated and released 

into police custody of a 

fourth offense of operating 

a vehicle while intoxicated.   

The state budget is on the 

Governor’s desk, 11 weeks 

overdue.  The $76-billion 

plan was approved late 

Friday after Governor Scott 

Walker reached a deal with 

several holdout 

Republicans for their 

support.  Walker’s office 

promised to address 

lawmakers concerns with 

his vetoes in the plan which 

could come this week.   

And in sports, the Packers 

lost to the Atlanta Falcons 

last night, 34-23.   
 



 
Lincoln Co. lawmen busy 
over the weekend with 
motorcycle accidents News 9/18/17 12p,5p 1:30 

Lincoln County deputies 

were busy over the 

weekend with a number of 

motorcycle accidents and 

criminal traffic charges.  

Early yesterday morning a 

53-year old Tomahawk man 

was arrested after showing 

signs of impairment while 

driving on Hwy K near 

Maple Road, his third 

offense.  Also Sunday 

morning a 28-year old 

Tomahawk man was 

arrested on drug charges.  

Deputies responded to a 

residence for a welfare 

check when they found 

marijuana, 

methamphetamine, 

prescription pills and drug 

paraphernalia.   

Governor Scott Walker 

takes issue with the state's 

plan to comply with the 

national "Every Student 

Succeeds Act."  The 

Republican Walker told 

state Superintendent Tony 



Evers he won't endorse the 

plan -- and told him to 

submit another one that 

does more to improve poor 

performing schools.  But 

Evers -- a Democratic 

candidate for Walker's job -- 

says he stands by the 

current plan, before it goes 

to the U-S Education 

Department.  Evers says a 

bipartisan equity council 

gave input and he heard 

no objection from Walker's 

member on that panel -- 

but the governor says it 

would create "layers of 

bureaucratic paperwork" 

for low performing schools 

by having them submit 

improvement plans to the 

state education agency.  

The plan is designed to 

comply with the former 

Obama White House 

changes to the No Child 

Left Behind Act, giving 

states a bigger say in their 

test requirements and 



dealing with low performing 

schools. 

The Governor meanwhile 

signs the $3-billion Foxconn 

incentive package into law 

this afternoon.  Some 

reports call the taxpayers' 

investment in Foxconn the 

largest of its kind for a 

foreign company in U-S 

history. 
 

 
Antigo school district met 
with parents over school 
consolidation plans News 9/19/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Antigo school district 

officials met with parents 

last night about 

consolidation plans.  Earlier 

this year the school board 

okayed closing down three 

of its six elementary schools 

to cut costs in both upkeep 

of the aging buildings and 

busing, and provide more 

quality education.  As it 

stands now the plan calls 

for 8th graders moving to 

the high school and 4th and 

5th grades to the middle 

school.  Officials say such 

meetings will be frequent to 

keep the flow of 



information going and 

hope to make the moves 

by the 2019 school year.    

A convicted sex offender 

gets released from prison 

today, back into Oneida 

County.  29-year old Jason 

Mullen will be on the 

intensive supervision 

program following his 

release after serving his 

sentence for two 

convictions of third degree 

sexual assault, both times 

with a 15-year old girl.   

As expected, Governor 

Scott Walker signed the $3-

billion incentive package 

for Taiwanese tech giant 

Foxconn.  The legislation 

includes tax credits for the 

company, along with 

changes in the state 

permitting process and 

environmental reviews for 

the proposed $10-billion 

factory.  It’s expected to 

help the state finish 



negotiating a contact with 

the company, which has 

not yet announced where it 

may be built.  Walker said 

this move will attract other 

new developments and 

talent to the state.  

Meanwhile, Governor 

Walker has been hinting 

he’ll officially announce his 

bid for a third term in 

November.  Four 

Democrats have already 

declared their candidacy, 

with several others still 

considering it.  Walker said 

it’s no secret he’s interested 

in sticking around for a 

while. 

 

 
Paul Ryan speaks on state 
taxes News 9/19/17 12p,5p 1:30 

House Speaker Paul Ryan of 

Janesville renewed his 

argument that high taxes 

put U-S businesses at a "big 

competitive disadvantage." 

The Republican Ryan told 

employees at Harley 



Davidson in Menomonee 

Falls the upcoming tax 

reform debate in Congress 

can, in his words, "stop 

punishing companies for 

making things in America 

and selling them overseas."  

Ryan said he would focus 

on trade agreements 

during the tax reform 

debate -- and said freer 

trade could prevent 

decisions like the one 

Harley made to operate a 

motorcycle assembly plant 

in Thailand.  Ryan spoke 

with company officials 

about that and for now, he 

says it's the only choice if 

Harley wants to take 

advantage of what he 

called the "two wheel 

culture" in the Asian market. 

An ordinary attractive brick 

ranch house in Green Bay is 

on the market for 999-

thousand dollars.  The back 

yard view is Lambeau Field.  

One of three friends who 



own the house -- Nick 

Cialdella -- says they want 

to test the market after 

seeing other homes in the 

area go for six figures.  His 

group bought their house 

for 170-thousand dollars ten 

years ago -- and when they 

don't show up for Packer 

weekends, they rent it out 

to others for up to 35-

hundred dollars.  Cialdella 

says he and his friends 

would have to be "wowed" 

by a buyer in order to sell it. 

Green Bay Realtor Mark 

Olejniczak says housing 

prices throughout the 

Lambeau neighborhood 

jumped into the seven 

figures due to the Packers' 

success, the new Titletown 

District, and business 

interests in acquiring land. 
 

 
Marshfield Clinic’s new 
hospital is inching closer News 9/20/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The Marshfield Clinic’s 

efforts to build another 

hospital in the Lakeland 

area continues to inch 

forward.  Yesterday 



members of Oneida 

County’s Board of 

Adjustment toured the 

proposed site, adjacent to 

the existing clinic in 

Minocqua.  In July the 

Planning and Development 

Committee rejected the 

plan that would build a $35-

million, 72,000 square foot 

addition to Marshfield’s 

facility, just across the road 

from the Howard Young 

Medical Center.  In a 

nutshell, clinic 

representatives say the 

hospital could provide 

more integrated medical 

services while Howard 

Young maintains it’s a 

duplication of services.  A 

public hearing is planned in 

November.   

 

There are more than 60,000 

addresses across Marathon 

County and over 400 of 

them are duplicates, 

making it difficult in times of 



emergencies.  The County 

Board yesterday authorized 

using $1.2 million from its 

Environmental Impact 

Funds to fix the problem 

through readdressing.  The 

issue has been discussed for 

years and the Town of Rib 

Mountain even filed a 

lawsuit this spring to prevent 

it.  Marathon is the state’s 

largest county and one of 

only a handful without a 

uniform addressing system.   

 

For the second year in a 

row, a Wisconsin tree will 

light up the White House.  

The National Christmas Tree 

Association announced the 

tree was selected from 

Shawano.  On Monday, 

White House Chief Usher, 

Timothy Harleth and White 

House Superintendent of 

Grounds, Dale Haney will 

be welcomed by National 

Christmas Tree contest 

Grand Champion growers 



Jim, Diane and David 

Chapman of Silent Night 

Evergreens.  Last year's tree 

was chosen from Oconto. 
 

 
Rhinelander man arrested in 
death of 20 month old News 9/20/17 12p,5p 1:30 

A Rhinelander man has 

now been arrested in the 

death of a 20-month old in 

April.  The Oneida County 

Sheriff’s Department reports 

40-year old Trung Tran is in 

custody for intentionally 

neglecting a child and the 

abuse of young Avery 

Edwards in the town of 

Newbold April 14th.  He’ll be 

in court this afternoon.  

Meanwhile the child’s 

stepmother, 29-year old 

Ellen Tran remains free on 

bond charged with 1st 

degree reckless homicide in 

connection with the death.  

She’s back in court October 

17th.   

A 33-year-old man found 

dead along a central 

Wisconsin highway has 

been identified as Isaac 

Salinas, who disappeared 



September eleventh in 

Adams County.  Sheriff's 

officials say an autopsy 

confirmed his identity, but 

the cause of his death is still 

being investigated as the 

county medical examiner 

awaits test results.  A 

landowner found Salinas' 

body late Monday night 

behind a garage close to 

County Trunk "M" near 

Adams. Deputies say 

Salinas was last seen at his 

home near Friendship in the 

town of Preston, and he 

was reported missing last 

Friday -- four days after he 

vanished.  

Far northwest Wisconsin was 

hit with heavy 

thunderstorms during the 

night.  Superior got pea 

sized hail around 3:30 a-m. 

But most of the damage 

was to the west in 

neighboring Minnesota, 

where lightning and wind 

gusts of up to 45 miles-an-



hour knocked out power to 

about seven-thousand 

electric customers.  A line of 

storms moved across the 

state bringing heavy rain, 

frequent lightning and 

knocking out power to 

about 700 in the Tomahawk 

area around 8:00.    
 

 
Lightning from storm blamed 
on the burning of a 
Manitowish Waters home News 9/21/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Lightning from yesterday 

morning’s storms was 

blamed on a fire that 

destroyed a Manitowish 

Waters home.  Volunteers 

got the call about 8:30 for 

the house at 4755 Lavigne 

Road.  The Vilas County 

Sheriff’s Department 

reported the homeowner 

woke to the smell of smoke.  

Firefighters were 

dispatched to the home 

again around 3:30 this 

morning after the blaze 

rekindled.  Lightning also 

struck and damaged a 

house on the 8500 block of 

Wintergreen Road in 



Wausau yesterday morning.  

No one was hurt.   

Governor Scott Walker 

reportedly used his veto 

pen on 99 items within the 

proposed state budget, 

something he plans to sign 

into law today.  Walker says 

the vetoes will save $71 

million over the next two 

years and that money 

should be used by the 

Legislature for broad-based 

tax cuts, including a sales 

tax holiday and to send 

more aid to rural schools.  

One of the provisions cut 

would have allowed low 

spending school districts to 

raise more money.  The 

Governor said that would 

have resulted in schools 

being able to levy more in 

property taxes without voter 

input.   

A newly released memo 

argues changes to the 

appeals process for cases 



tied to Foxconn’s proposed 

flat-panel display factory 

may be unconstitutional.  

The bill signed by the 

governor this week allows 

appeals in lawsuits related 

to the factory to be heard 

directly by the state 

Supreme Court, bypassing 

the appeals court.  

Legislative Council staff, 

who provide legal analysis 

for lawmakers, warn the 

expedited appeals process 

could be challenged, 

although it does predict 

whether a court would 

strike the provision down. 

 

 
Gov. Walker makes decision  News 9/21/17 12p,5p 1:30 

Governor Scott Walker 

eliminated state funds for 

the advisory Judicial 

Council, a board that 

regulates profit making 

colleges, and a new panel 

for state prosecutors.  Those 

are some of the 99 vetoes 

he made to the massive 



two year, 76-billion dollar 

state budget package that 

he'll sign into law.  Among 

other things, Walker vetoed 

limits on allocating new 

performance based state 

funds to U-W campuses, 

and the schools will not be 

allowed to decide their 

own metrics.  The 

Republican Walker also 

vetoed having sex 

offenders placed near 

schools and day care 

centers to keep them in the 

communities where they 

committed their crimes.  

The governor also reduced 

the amount of tax breaks 

developers can get for 

restoring historic buildings, 

and he wiped out a one-

million dollar tax break on 

broadcasters' equipment. 

U-S Senate Democrat 

Tammy Baldwin is calling on 

Congress to renew the 

Perkins student loan 

program by the end of this 



month. Baldwin said there's 

a good chance the 

program will be extended 

for another two years -- but 

with health reform and 

other issues dominating the 

agenda, Baldwin and other 

senators want to make sure 

the Perkins program doesn't 

expire.  That happened two 

years ago, but Congress 

reauthorized it a few 

months later.  If the same 

thing happens October first, 

new students would not be 

able to apply for the 

subsidized loans which 

benefit low income college 

students. They provide an 

estimated 14-million dollars 

in assistance at U-W 

Madison. 

Vice President Mike Pence 

will be in Wisconsin next 

week for a private 

fundraiser in Milwaukee. 

 
 

 
Oneida busing commission 
meets to discuss public News 9/22/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Oneida County’s Transit 

Commission meets this 



busing in the area morning to discuss the 

future of public busing in 

the area.  Operating as 

Transit Connections, a 

dozen buses provide 

thousands of rides across 

Eagle River, Minocqua and 

Rhinelander.  The program 

is threatened with cutbacks 

due to the late arrival of 

more than $300-thousand 

from the Federal 

Government, which makes 

up nearly half their budget.  

Both Oneida and Vilas 

Counties will not help cover 

the payment in the short 

term.  Cuts to the program 

that services seniors, 

students and others 

needing transportation 

could begin next week.       

 

Governor Scott Walker 

signed the $76 billion state 

budget into law yesterday.  

The two-year spending 

plan, nearly three months 

late, increases state aid for 



K-12 schools but also 

expands the private school 

voucher program.  It freezes 

tuition at University of 

Wisconsin campuses and 

increases funding for higher 

education, but does not 

make up for cuts in the last 

budget.  It also increases 

fees on hybrid and electric 

cars but does not include a 

long-term funding solution 

for roads and slightly 

reduces property taxes on 

the typical home, but 

proposed income and sales 

tax cuts were rejected by 

the Legislature. 

Delivering his annual State 

of Education address in 

Madison, State School 

Superintendent Tony Evers 

called on people to 

demonstrate leadership 

and confront problems by 

seeking solutions instead of 

offering criticism.  Evers, 

whose running for Governor 

next year, focused on 



school funding, student 

health and transportation 

as key issues.  He also 

criticized lawmakers for 

reducing tax dollars sent to 

schools and for rejecting 

federal dollars to help 

expand Medicaid 

programs. 

 
 

 
Wisconsin could get windfall 
from republican health care 
setup News 9/22/17 12p,5p 1:30 

Wisconsin could get its own 

windfall from the 

Republican health care 

package that's up for a 

vote in the U-S Senate next 

week. The bill from G-O-P 

Senators Lindsey Graham 

and Bill Cassidy would 

reduce Medicaid funds in 

states that took extra 

federal money in the 

Affordable Care Act -- and 

it would give more to 

Wisconsin and 18 other 

states that turned down the 

additional Obamacare 

Medicaid funds. Also, 

Wisconsin Republican Ron 

Johnson's office confirms 



that the Badger State 

would extra funds because 

of what it calls "the 

innovative reforms of 

Wisconsin." When 

Obamacare began, 

Governor Scott Walker 

made families below the 

poverty line eligible for 

Badger Care for the first 

time -- while reducing 

eligibility to childless adults 

just above the poverty line. 

The legislation would 

convert the federal money 

to block grants, which 

supporters say would give 

states more flexibility while 

opponents fear an overall 

reduction in funding. 

It's the first day of fall, but 

you wouldn't know it by the 

sweltering forecast for 

Wisconsin.  Afternoon highs 

are easily into the 80s across 

the north and in the 90s in 

southern and western 

portions of the Badger State 

-- and the heat index could 



reach 100 in the La Crosse 

area and the upper 90s in 

the Milwaukee and 

Madison regions.  The 

National Weather Service 

says the unseasonably hot 

airmass will hang around 

through the weekend, and 

we won't see a major 

cooldown until Tuesday 

when parts of the state 

could have highs in the 60s 

and 50s by weeks end. 
 

 
Lincoln Co. crash over the 
weekend injured a 
Tomahawk woman  News 9/25/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A Lincoln County crash 

Saturday afternoon injured 

a Tomahawk woman.  The 

sheriff’s department reports 

the 36-year old lost control 

of her car on Hwy D, 

entered the ditch and 

rolled, partially throwing her 

out of the vehicle.  EMTs on 

the scene called for her to 

be airlifted to Wausau and 

treated for non-life 

threatening injuries.   

A convicted sex offender 

will be released into Oneida 

County tomorrow.  35-year 



old Albert Chagnon was 

convicted of possessing 

child pornography in 2003 

and will be released to 

community supervision and 

put into the intensive 

supervision program 

through the Department of 

corrections. 

Tense moments in 

Marshfield yesterday 

afternoon as authorities 

were negotiating with a 

wanted suspect at a home 

on the city’s northeast side.  

He was finally arrested and 

no one was injured. He 

reportedly has been 

convicted of a violent 

felony in the past and has 

not yet been identified.   

A fight escalated into a 

stabbing in Wausau 

Saturday night.  Police say 

25-year old Aidan Dobbe of 

Wausau was arrested after 

allegedly stabbing another 

man twice in the chest.  No 

word on the victim’s 



condition.   

Ninety-seven teams took to 

the waters around 

Rhinelander over the 

weekend for the 36th 

annual Fishing Hot Spots 

Hodag Muskie Challenge.  

33 fish were caught and 

released with Kent Stadler 

and Doug Bloch of Ringle 

taking top honors with five 

fish from Pelican Lake.  The 

duo has won this event four 

other times since 2000. 

And the Green Bay Packers 

took the Cincinnati Bengals 

to overtime before winning 

27-24.  They host Chicago 

on Thursday. 
 

 
Lincoln Co. officers made 
many arrests yesterday for  
various infractions News 9/25/17 12p,5p 1:30 

The Green Bay Packers 

joined the league in sitting 

and locking arms during the 

national anthem before 

Sunday's game.  Tight ends 

Martellus Bennett and 

Lance Kendricks sat on the 

bench, as did rookie corner 

Kevin King while the 

anthem played before their 



home game against 

Cincinnati.  Aaron Rodgers 

and two dozen other 

Packers locked arms -- all 

opposing President Donald 

Trump's comment that N-F-L 

players who protest 

inequality and police 

brutality during the national 

anthem should be "fired." 

Packers' president Mark 

Murphy called Trump's 

remarks "divisive" and said 

the team would support 

any players who 

"peacefully express 

themselves with the hope of 

change for the good" -- on 

Instagram, Rodgers posted 

a photo with him, Jordy 

Nelson, Randall Cobb, and 

Davante Adams calling for 

"unity, brotherhood, family, 

dedication, and love."  

Lincoln County deputies 

made several arrests 

yesterday for various 

infractions.  A 29-year old 

Irma man was arrested 



after law enforcement 

responded to a disturbance 

in the Town of Skanawan.  

He was there uninvited and 

caused the altercation.  

He’s also charged with 

violating terms of his 

probation.  Sunday night, a 

43-year old Wausau woman 

was arrested in the town of 

Pine River on warrant 

charges through Marathon 

and Brown Counties, 

wanted on several criminal 

traffic violations including 

OWI with a minor passenger 

and hit and run.  Also last 

night a 21-year old woman 

was picked up for violating 

terms of her probation and 

a 50-year old Wausau man 

picked up after a traffic 

stop found him wanted for 

contempt of court in 

Oneida County. 
 

 
Fire in the area yesterday News 9/26/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

City firefighters assisted 

Crescent and Newbold 

volunteers at a fire early 

yesterday morning.  Red 



Arrow Products, west of 

Rhinelander reported the 

blaze in an air handling unit 

on the roof about 6:00.  The 

fire was quickly contained 

and damage was mostly on 

the roof of the building.  

Red Arrow makes 

seasonings for the food 

industry.  No word on how 

long the plant will be 

closed. 

 

Three girls, missing since last 

night have been found 

safe.  The Oneida County 

Sheriff’s Department 

reported getting a call from 

Matthew Zimmerman of 

Lake Tomahawk, saying his 

daughters, 14-year old twins 

Jessa and Mallory and 12 

year old Jasmine 

Zimmerman ran away to 

live in the wilderness.  

Deputies along with several 

area fire departments 

assisted in the search effort.  

The investigation into the 



matter continues.   

 

Former Eagle River Mayor 

and state representative 

Dan Meyer will replace 

Cathy Stepp, who resigned 

last month as DNR 

Secretary.  Governor Scott 

Walker made the 

announcement yesterday, 

saying Meyer understands 

the balance between 

protecting natural 

resources and supporting 

the economy.  Meyer 

represented the 34th 

assembly district from 2001-

2013.   

 

Last week we told you 

about the possible 

cutbacks in service by the 

Northwoods Transit 

Connection due to late 

government funding.  The 

Oneida-Vilas Transit 

Commission learned over 

the weekend the $300,000 

payment will arrive October 



4th.  The service provides 

thousands of rides across 

the Eagle River, Minocqua 

and Rhinelander areas.   

 

And in sports, the 

Milwaukee Brewers, 

even if they win tonight 

against the Reds, can 

be eliminated from the 

National League 

Central race if the Cubs 

beat St. Louis.   
 

 
How is the Equifax date 
breach affecting  state 
residents News 9/26/17 12p,5p 1:30 

The state attorney general 

is investigating how the 

Equifax data breach is 

affecting Wisconsin 

residents.  Yesterday, Brad 

Schimel issued a subpoena 

asking for detailed 

information from the 

company.  Schimel asked 

Equifax a number of 

questions, including the 

circumstances that led to 

the breach and why there 

was a long delay in telling 



people about it. 

Wisconsin health officials 

are still trying to find out 

why the flu season has 

gotten off to an early start.  

Nineteen cases have been 

confirmed, eight people 

have been hospitalized, 

and state officials say both 

numbers are four times 

higher than last year but 

any kind of trend hasn’t 

been found.  Officials say 

people should get their 

annual flu shots as soon as 

possible and people need 

to practice good hygiene 

by covering their coughs, 

staying home when they 

don't feel well, and get 

plenty of rest and liquids. 

White House staffers came 

to Shawano on yesterday 

to pick what will become 

the official Christmas tree of 

the presidential mansion. 

White House grounds 

superintendent Dale Haney 

and chief usher Timothy 



Harleth chose a 19 and a 

half foot tall balsam fir from 

Hanauer's Tree Farms.  Jim, 

Diane, and David 

Chapman of Endeavor in 

Marquette County will 

present the tree to First Lady 

Melania Trump on 

November 20th.  That's the 

prize for winning the 

National Christmas Tree 

Contest, but the Chapmans 

don't grow trees as tall as 

what the White House 

requires -- so the family 

worked with Hanauer's to 

provide one of theirs. 
 

Former Wausau firefighter 
and paramedic in jail on sex 
charges 
 News 9/27/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A former Wausau firefighter 

and paramedic is in 

Marathon County Jail, 

charged with sexual assault.  

32-year old Clifford Heiser is 

accused of sexually 

assaulting a 29-year old 

patient, being transported 

by ambulance to an area 

hospital.  He was arrested 

Monday, placed on 

administrative leave and 



resigned yesterday.  He’s 

back in court October 4th, 

charged with third degree 

sexual assault, misconduct 

in office and two counts of 

fourth degree sexual 

assault. 

The contract with 

electronics giant Foxconn 

could be signed yet this 

week.  The Wisconsin 

Economic Development 

Corporation meets 

tomorrow in closed session 

for details of the project 

and could approve the 

deal at that time.  Governor 

Scott Walker signed the $3-

billion incentive package 

for Foxconn last week.  The 

company plans to build a 

LCD display screen factory 

in southeastern Wisconsin 

that could employ 

thousands.   

Wisconsin was among 21 

states allegedly targeted by 

Russian government 



hackers during the 

presidential election.  The 

Department of Homeland 

Security yesterday told 

state election officials the 

hackers didn’t scan the 

voter registration system but 

targeting a different 

agency.   

Minocqua hosts Beef-a-

Rama this Saturday.  

Thousands of visitors crowd 

the island city for everything 

beef, cooked downtown by 

dozens of businesses.  Hwy 

51 traffic will be rerouted 

beginning Saturday 

morning at 7 and reopen at 

5.  Travelers will still be able 

to get through town on the 

northbound lanes but to 

expect delays.   

And Green Bay Packers 

quarterback Aaron Rogers 

is asking fans to join the 

team in a show of unity by 

linking arms prior to their 

game with Chicago 



tomorrow night.   

 

 
State Senator Johnson will 
not give up trying to repeal 
and replace Obamacare News 9/27/17 12p,5p 1:30 

U-S Senate Republican Ron 

Johnson of Wisconsin will 

not give up trying to repeal 

and replace Obamacare.  

Senate Majority Leader 

Mitch McConnell scrapped 

an initial vote yesterday on 

an alternative package 

that Johnson co-sponsored, 

but did not attract the 50 

votes needed for passage.  

Johnson said at crunch 

time, too many Republicans 

"acted an awful lot like 

Democrats in that they 

wanted to throw more 

money at the problem" -- 

and he hoped the bill could 

be considered later. 

More Wisconsin public 

school students are taking 

advanced placement 

exams, and more are doing 

well enough to get college 

credits for them.  The state 

Department of Public 



Instruction found almost 43-

thousand youngsters took 

exams last May -- close to 

six-percent more than the 

previous year.  Those who 

scored high enough to earn 

college credits while still in 

high school rose from 65-

point-five percent last year 

to 65-point-nine this year.  

And the state average 

continues to be higher than 

this year’s national success 

rate of 56-percent.  

Hot weather helped 

Wisconsin farmers get ready 

for the fall harvest, but the 

maturity of the state's two 

largest cash crops is still 

behind schedule.  The state 

Ag Statistics Service reports 

23-percent of the corn crop 

is mature, nine days behind 

the average -- and about 

one-third of the corn for 

animal feed has been 

harvested, one week later 

than normal.  Officials say 



the soybean harvest is just 

getting started.  Almost two 

thirds of the Wisconsin 

potato crop has been 

harvested, and 39-percent 

of the state's winter wheat is 

in the ground.  

 

 
Vice president Mike Pence in 
Milwaukee today News 9/28/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Vice President Mike Pence 

is in Milwaukee today, 

meeting with Governor 

Scott Walker and business 

leaders to discuss tax 

reform.  Yesterday the 

Trump administration along 

with congressional 

Republicans proposed a 

far-reaching $5-trillion plan 

to cut taxes, simplify the 

system and nearly double 

the standard deduction 

used by most Americans.  

Critics maintain it’s not a 

plan but a wish list with no 

known effects on lower and 

middle class families.   

The Shawano County 

Sheriff’s department posted 



a gruesome picture on their 

Facebook page to prove a 

point.  Despite showing a 

car, destroyed when 

another vehicle shot a red 

light smashed into it, the 

three people in it, especially 

two young boys in car seats 

were not hurt.  Paramedics 

told her if she didn’t take 

the time to make sure they 

were buckled in correctly, 

they could have been 

badly injured or worse.  

Deputies remind drivers to 

make sure kids are in the 

seats properly.   

The Wausau School Board 

meets next month to discuss 

a measure to raise money 

in an unconventional way.  

Cell phone carrier T-Mobile 

is looking to lease space on 

a tall chimney at John 

Marshall elementary school.  

Officials say it could bring in 

more than $1000 a month 

for not only improvements 

to John Marshall but other 



schools in the district.   

The state’s youth deer hunt 

in next weekend.  The event 

allows children between 10 

and 15 to hunt with a 

firearm, accompanied by 

an adult.  The proper 

license and blaze orange 

are required and all normal 

rules of hunting apply. 

Specific information is 

available on the DNR 

website. 

 

 
House speaker Ryan says 
his Chamber has passed 
many bills this year News 9/28/17 12p,5p 1:30 

House Speaker Paul Ryan of 

Janesville says his chamber 

has passed 337 bills so far 

this year -- ranging from 

health care to military 

support to cracking down 

on sanctuary cities.  The 

speaker says 274 of those 

bills are still in the G-O-P 

Senate, including this 

week's failure to pass a 

replacement to 

Obamacare.  And Ryan 

says the delays are 

"frustrating for the House" as 



it seeks to embark on tax 

reform.  Ryan did say he 

realizes the Senate has its 

own challenges, like 

dealing with filibusters and 

confirming various 

nominees for the 

administration. 

The DNR in cooperation with 

local businesses will collect 

deer heads for chronic 

wasting disease testing 

across Forest, Oneida and 

Vilas counties during the 

upcoming archery, 

crossbow and gun hunting 

seasons.  Seven animals 

have tested positive for the 

disease to date and the 

baiting and feeding ban 

continues.  DNR staff will 

also collect road kill 

samples around Three 

Lakes.  Hunters are asked to 

report deer that seem sick 

or are acting strangely.   

Wisconsin has the nation's 

33rd largest gap between 

what men and women are 



paid.  The American 

Association of University 

women finds the median 

income for women in the 

State last year was 78-

percent of the men's 

median -- 39-thousand-440 

dollars for women 

compared to 50-thousand-

400 for men.  Wisconsin's 

pay gap of 22-percent is 

two-percent higher than 

the national figure.  And 

officials say the gap has 

dropped since 1960, mainly 

because women have 

made progress in 

education and 

participation in the 

workforce, and men's 

wages have been rising at 

a slower pace. 
 

 
Truck driver from Antigo dies 
in Arkansas accident News 9/29/17 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A truck driver from Antigo 

died in a chain reaction 

accident in Arkansas earlier 

this week.  Authorities 

reported three tractor 

trailers and a van were 

involved in the crash that 



killed 65-year old Allan 

Hanson and another person 

plus injured two more on I-

30 near Texarkana.  The 

interstate was backed up 

for miles, causing several 

more wrecks within a short 

time.  

No action was taken by the 

Wisconsin Economic 

Development Corporation 

on Foxconn’s plans to build 

a multi-billion dollar plant in 

the state.  The group met 

yesterday behind closed 

doors to discuss the 

contract but didn’t vote on 

any of the terms.  

Lawmakers passed a $3-

billion incentive package 

for the company and the 

WEDC is working to 

implement the details.   

Sexual assault charges were 

formally filed against a 

former Oneida County 

Sheriff’s deputy.  45-year 

old Lee Lech is accused of 

assaulting a woman during 



a training meeting in 

Madison six years ago.  He 

resigned from the 

department in 2014.  The 

Dane County charges 

include 2nd degree sexual 

assault and attempted 

sexual assault.  The 

complaint was filed last 

year and Lech is due back 

in court October 23rd.   

Tamara Flanery of Elcho 

moved to Puerto Rico two 

years ago and now she’s 

unable to leave.  Hurricane 

Maria devastated the island 

nation that’s still without 

power and basic services.  

Flanery says the only 

activity at the airport are 

transport planes loaded 

with aid supplies and 

rescue crews.  She finally 

found a one way flight out 

and hopes to be back 

home by Monday.   

The injury-riddled Packers 

beat both Mother Nature 

and the Bears last night 35-



14.   
 

 

 


