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Bay Area Focus is a weekly Public Affairs program that normally airs 
three weeks each month on Sundays at 11AM on KBCW.  Bay Area 
Focus aired on these dates during the 1st Quarter 2019.

January 6

Former baseball great TONY LA RUSSA, co-founder of the Animal Rescue Foundation talks 
about the art the work he has been doing find loving homes and humans for cat, and dogs and 
their upcoming fundraiser.

KATE MOYNIHAN, Executive Director of SEVA talks about their upcoming fundraiser, Sing for 
Seva with stars like Jackson Browne and Bonnie Raitt. 

Sammy Wegent talks about a new game that is gaining popularity with workers in Silicon Valley, 
called Speechless. It pairs improv, comedy and Power Point.  

Author Yvonne Talley talks about her new book, “Breaking Up With Busy.”

Artistic Director Kathleen Hermesdorf and Music Director Albert Mathias of Alternativa talk about 
their upcoming performances at the Fresh Festival in San Francisco. 

January 13

Grammy Award-winning violinist MADDS TOLLING plays live on the set of BAF and talks about 
his upcoming concert at Yoshi’s in San Francisco.

Actors JAMES EARL JONES II and CHAMBLEE FERGUSON talk about starring in ‘Come From 
Away’ a new play premiering at SHN in San Francisco

LISA COSCINO, former executive director of the New Museum of Los Gatos talks about their 
latest installation, ‘Circle of Truth’

STEPHANIE HONIG, Director of Communications of Honig Wines, and publicist LISA COVEY 
of Hall Wines talk about the Rutherford Appelation in Napa and bring wine samples to taste on 
the set.



January 27 

CMO Ranu Coleman of online bridal retailer Azazie talks about the latest trends in brides and 
bridesmaids dresses and brings two models to the set.

MICHELLE JEFFERS Chief of Community Programs & Partnerships at the SF Library and 
Consulate General of France, Emmanuel Lebrun-Damiens talk about ‘Night of Ideas’ at the 
Main Library. 

JOHN BLAZEK Chief Development Officer of On Lok talks about the organizations work 
delivering meals to seniors.

SARA RUSH, Utility Manager of the Alpha Omega Collective winery, talks about wine and 
chocolate pairings just in time for Valentine’s Day.

February 3

Director, sportscaster RICK QUAN and Interim Exec. Dir. JANE CHIN from the Chinese 
Historical Society, talk about the premiere of Quan’s documentary about the late San Francisco 
Mayor Ed Lee.

ELIZABETH KHURI CHANDLER, Co-Founder and Editor-in-Chief of Goodreads brings her 
picks for some good books to read this spring.

BILL STILLEY, CEO of Adial Pharmaceuticals talks about a new drug that may help end alcohol 
addiction for some patients. 

KATRINA LASHEA, Volunteer at Girl Trek, talks about a movement afoot to get women and 
girls moving through walks, hikes and treks in the Bay Area and nationwide. 

February 10

KCBS Foodie Chap LIAM MAYCLEM discusses his new restaurant Noe’s Cantina in San 
Francisco.

SYLVIE SMITH, Customer Relations Manager for Marie Cesaire champagne from France talks 
about the champagne’s Caribbean origins and uncorks the first bottle in San Francisco with 
BAF.

Director of Public Relations for the Exploratorium, MELISSA ALEXANDER talks about a special 
night exploring chocolate happening on Valentine’s Day Night

Actor TARAJI P HENSON talks to BAF via satellite about her latest movie, ‘What Men Want’



March 3

Actors KRISTIN HAHN and JESS LE PROTTO talk about their new show, Hello Dolly! 
premiering at SHN in San Francisco.

MEGAN LOOKABAUGH, Head of Growth for Gabi, talks about the company’s launch of a 
money-saving app that saves people money on insurance.

NORMAN GERSHENZ, founder of Savenature.org brings cool bugs to the set to show a few of 
the critters that will be at Insect Palooza in San Francisco.

SHANNON SUTHERLAND, president of Soroptimist International of San Francisco talks about 
the work they’ve done for almost 100 years, helping girls and women, and their upcoming 
fundraiser.

TANYA CHIANESE, Artistic Director of Ka-nei-see Collective and HEARTHER ARNETT, 
director of The Cat Call Choir talk about their collaboration, Nevertheless, a dance/vocal 
performance premiering in SF.

March 10

Lifestyle guru DAVID VIGGIANO shows us the latest new small appliances and gadgets from 
the 2019 International Housewares Show.

Author GRACE AVALON talks about her new book, ‘Thank God I’m Crazy, My Journey to 
Sanity.’

ANGELA MCCONNELL, Montalvo Center’s Executive Director, and KELLY SICAT the Center’s 
Program Director talk about an amazing light exhibit created by internationally acclaimed artist 
Bruce Munro.

ERIN BOGDANSKI CEO of Thera, Inc. talks about a new online virtual reality treatment for kids 
grappling with mental illness.

March 24

Author DEBORAH UNDERWOOD talks about her new children’s book, ‘The Panda Problem.’

WENDY LIEU, CEO of Socola Chocolatier talks about the upcoming San Francisco 
International Chocolate Salon in Golden Gate Park and brings samples to the set.

KATIE BARTHOLOMEW, Associate Dir. Of Education at TheatreWorks Silicon Valley talks 
about the Oskar Tour, bringing actors to schools, using drama to explore and solve issues of 
student stress and bullying. 



Director, choreographer, performer DEB SLATER talks about her upcoming 30th Anniversary 
performance of ‘Sleepwatchers.’

Kari Lincks Coomans with Red Curtain Addict interviews principal dancer of the San Francisco 
Ballet, Yuan Yuan Tan.

March 30

The legendary singer, songwriter STING gives a sneak preview of his new play, The Last Ship, 
coming to SHN in San Francisco. 

ELLA DERSHOWITZ, star of ‘Actually’ at Aurora Theatre, talks about the play which takes on 
issues of gender, race and sex on college campuses.

Volunteer Coordinator KATHRYN FILLEY talks about Whistlestop CarePool, providing seniors 
with transportation.

AMY FOLEY, Artistic Director of The Bellwether Project, talks about her newest collaboration 
with Bill T. Jones, called ‘Let Slip the Witches.’

SANDRA TREMULUS, founder and president of the Lipoprotein(a) Foundation, talks about a 
genetic condition that causes cardiovascular disease that strikes early and efforts to diagnose 
and treat it.

Black Renaissance is a 30-minute weekly KPIX public affairs program 
that airs Sunday’s at 11:00AM every fourth week.  Black Renaissance 
aired on these dates during the 1st Quarter, 2019:
January 20

Naturopathic doctor. Aumatma Shah, founder of Holistic Fertility Center and author of Fertility 
Secrets, What Your Doctor Didn’t tell You about Baby Making” and Dr. Colin Smikle, Founder 
and Medical Director of Laurel Fertility Care in San Francisco talk about in vitro fertilization and 
other treatments for couples trying to have a baby.

Vern Glenn goes to Oracle Arena and talks to former Stanford women’s basketball star Lili 
Thompson who is now the Harlem Globetrotters youngest new player.

Kevin Nichols, founder of The Social Engineering Project talks about the organization’s work 
with kids of color making sure they know the basics of math, science, chemistry and 
engineering.

BR producer Jan Mabry catches up with Academy award-winning director Steve McQueen on 
the red carpet at SF FILM’s Awards Night and talks about his new film Widows.



February 17

Special edition of Black Renaissance: ‘JOURNEY TO MONTGOMERY’

Host Christin Ayers travels along with former KPIX anchor DANA KING to Montgomery, 
Alabama for an exclusive look inside the National Memorial for Peace and Justice. The six-acre 
national lynching memorial is the brainchild of Bryan Stevenson, founder of the Equal Justice 
Initiative. He describes it as a ‘sacred space for truth-telling and reflection about racial terror and 
its legacy.’ Dana King was one of the three artists commissioned by EIJ to create works that are 
part of the memorial. Interviews include JESSIE STRONG, a Birmingham native, and 
LOURETTA WIMBERLY, President Emeritus of the Black Heritage Council of the Alabama 
Historical Commission.

February 24

BR producer Jan Mabry interviews the cast of Paradise Square, a new musical that premiered 
at Berkeley Rep about blacks and Irish men and women who lived in racial harmony in the Five 
Points neighborhood of Manhattan before the Civil War

BR host Christin Ayers meets up with a distant cousin in the Bay Area who reveals the Ayers 
family roots – Christin’s great great grandfather came to California during the Gold Rush and 
founded one of the first black churches in San Jose

Documentary director Yoruba Richins talks about her latest work, Green Book: Guide to 
Freedom premiering on the Smithsonian Channel

Actress Taraji P. Henson talks to BR via satellite about her latest movie, ‘What Men Want’

March 17 

Akeem Brown, program director of The Hidden Genius Project talks about the organization’s 
work teaching young students of color how to create and design the technology they consume.

Darilyn Castillo one of the stars of Hamilton talks about her role and the National Tour that is 
now playing in San Francisco 

CNN host, comedian and activist W Kamau Bell talks to BR about the low percentage of 
African American students at UC Berkeley and his comedy.

Marcia Jones, founder of Urban Connoisseurs talks about her work with black winemakers 
and the art of the vine. She brings some of her favorite picks to share on the set.




