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Bay Area Focus is a weekly Public Affairs program that normally airs three 

weeks each month on Sundays at 11AM on KBCW.  Black Renaissance, a Public 

Affairs program normally airs once every three weeks at 11AM on KBCW. 

October 1: 
 
Y’Anad Burrell – Founder of Fashion on the Square, was on the show to discuss the 12th Annual Fashion 
on the Square event, which takes place in San Francisco. She shared what designers would be there and 
how the event has gone in the past.  
 
Sandra Lee – former Food Network Star, author, business owner, and philanthropist. Sandra spoke 
about her “Bright Perspectives Initiative” which aims to help small businesses across the nation achieve 
their dreams. 
 
Ralph Payton and Candace LaCroix – the Executive Director and Career Development Specialist 
respectively for the Raphael House. This life-changing organization gets people off the streets and into 
housing. They discussed this and their new Education to Employment program.  
 
Richard Ciccarone and Lady Chi – Director at Yerba Buena Night and one of the event performers, 
respectively. They shared details about the 7th annual SF event that features a variety of acts, from 
singers to dancers to acrobats.  
 
October 8:  
 
Andy Vargas – Founder of Souleros & the Andy Vargas Foundation. Also the voice of Santana. Andy was 
on set to discuss his incredible career, with his band Souleros and Santana.  He also discussed what he 
plans to give back to the music community.  
 
Aundre the Wonderwoman – the comedian was here to discuss the new monthly comedy night held at 
Ashkenaz Music and Dance, with the first night being political comedy.  
 
Marilee Jennings – Executive Director for the Children’s Discovery Museum of San Jose. Marilee shared a 
new exhibit “Bill’s Backyard” which offers kids the chance to explore the outdoors, right in the middle of 
an urban environment. 
 
Heather Box and Julian Mocine-McQueen – Co-founders of the Million Person Project, an organization 
that helps non-profit leaders find their voice so they can inspire more people.  
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October 22:  
 
Elisabeth Ward and Connie Young Yu – Executive Director of the Lost Altos History Museum and a 
historian respectively. They spoke about the new exhibit “I Want the Wide American Earth” which 
shares the significant impact Asian Pacific Americans have had on our nation.  
 
Peter Afrasiabi – author of “Burning Bridges” which chronicles the struggles of labor leader Harry 
Bridges, the attempt to deport him, and immigration in general.   
 
Christine Carrillo – CEO  & Co-founder of JOANY. She discussed the current state of healthcare and how 
it can be simplified for individuals and families.  
Emily Brouwer – Managing Director for UNICEF USA. Emily spoke about the “trick or treat for UNICEF”, a 
great way for kids to get involved in giving back during Halloween.  
 
October 29: 
 
David Osborne – Author of “Reinventing America’s Schools”. David spoke about the appointment of 
Secretary of Education, Betsy DeVos, charters and vouchers, the current state of the education system, 
and his thoughts about its future.  
 
Stuart Brioza and Nicole Krasinksi – Chefs and owners of the Michelin-star restaurant State Bird 
Provisions in San Francisco. Both guests talked about the success of their restaurant, their new 
cookbook, and the Authors Luncheon they were a part of to benefit the Kidney Foundation.  
 
Richard Blish – is an 8-year Pancreatic Cancer Survivor. Richard was on to share his incredible story as 
well as introduce the Purple Strides Walk to end Pancreatic Cancer.  
 
Linda Glassel – Linda returns to Bay Area Focus is the Executive Director of Back On My Feet SF. She 
appeared on BAF one year ago when the organization was first opening in SF.  She gave viewers and 
update on their first year helping people in San Francisco.  
 
November 5: 
 
Mads Tolling – Mads has won two Grammy awards as a violinist and composer, Mads discussed his 
career and upcoming show at Yoshi’s in Oakland. He also played his violin on set.  
 
George Hofstetter – George just 13 years old and he was winning hackathons against college students. 
Now at 17 he has founded his own company, George Hofstetter Technologies.  George continues to 
amaze participants at high tech “hacking” events.  
 
Valery Uhl, MD and Juliane Lee, MA – Volunteer and Health Systems Manager with the American Cancer 
Society, respectively. Valery and Juliane discussed their upcoming Gala as well as what people can do to 
help prevent cancer and catch it early.  
 
Sheri Sobrato Brisson and Nicole Gustafson – Sheri is the founder the Digging Deep Project and the 
mobile game “Shadows Edge” and Nicole is a user of the mobile game. This game helps people suffering 
from health and mental illness.  
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November 12:  
 
Steve Sheanin and Vern Glenn – Steve is the founder of BBQ Hero Ribs. Vern is KPIX’s sports anchor and 
reporter. Steve was on the show to discuss his new pork ribs, BBQ, and tailgating. Vern discussed the 
Niners and Raiders and shared his favorite foods for tailgating.  
 
Liam Mayclem and Leslie Sbrocco – Founder and host of ChefsGiving, respectively. Both guests spoke 
about their upcoming fundraiser that benefited the northern California wildfire victims. This event 
featured local chefs and wines.  
 
Mario Vargas – Executive Director of Ronnie Lott’s All Stars Helping Kids. They were the beneficiaries of 
the 555 California Tree Lighting celebration, with all proceeds also going to help those affected by the 
wildfires.  
 
Phil Ginsburg and Ben Davis – Phil is the GM of the SF Recreation and Parks Department and Ben is the 
founder of Illuminate. They shared their incredible light art instillation on Golden Gate Park, honoring 
the 60th anniversary of the Summer of Love. They also introduced their new winter art instillation.  
 
November 19:  
 
Robyn Eckhardt – author of Istanbul & Beyond, a cookbook that highlights the cuisine of Turkey. Robyn 
shared how she created this book and shared some of her favorite recipes.  
 
Ryan Stetins and Matt Stamp – Co-owners of Compline. Matt and Ryan spoke about their recently 
opened restaurant and wine bar, Compline, in the heart of Napa Valley. With all the wildfires, they want 
to let people know that businesses need the public’s support now more than ever.  
 
Anna Sweet and Nate Alpeter – Co-Founders of Sweet Farm, an animal sanctuary and heirloom 
vegetable farm in Half Moon Bay. Anna and Nate founded this farm to teach future generations about 
sustainability and ethical farming.  
 
Julie Rulyak Steinberg – Executive Director of the SF Community Music Center. Julie is the newest 
Executive Director of CMC and discussed what her plans are for the future of the center that has been 
delivering accessible music for over 90 years.  
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December 2 – 
 
Leslie Sbrocco – Leslie told viewers how she created Macy’s first wine bar in Union Square. They will 
feature local wines from Napa Valley.  
 
Elena Bicker – Executive Director for ARF, Elena brought along Rosie the dog, and spoke about ARF’s 
“Pets for Vets” program. This program trains dogs specifically for those returning from military service.  
 
Sherri Franklin – founder of Muttville, the incredible organization that takes in Senior dogs, who would 
otherwise be put down, and gives them to loving homes. Sherri brought in a 9-year old dog who is up for 
adoption and spoke about what the organization does.  
 
Elizabeth Gomez – Director of Client Services for the Alameda County Food Bank. The Alameda Food 
Bank serves members of every generation and demographic, from college kids to the elderly. They 
partner with numerous other organizations to help feed the hungry in Alameda County.  
 
 
 
 
December 10:  
 
Jacob Koo – Co-founder and CEO of VRT Ventures. His latest project brings the magic of museums right 
to your desktop. He collaborated with one artist in particular to bring his art installation to those who 
could not physically visit it.  
 
Eve Marie Shahoian – Singer and songwriter, Eve has been performing since she was just a child. She 
discussed her recently released EP “Believe” and will be touring the West Coast.  
 
Vanessa Silva – Founder and Director of Culinary Artistas, a hands-on cooking class for kids. Vanessa 
spoke about what inspired her to come up with this idea and how children preparing, cooking, and 
eating their own food develops a healthier relationship with food.  
 
Colette Kuhnsman – founder of S-Team Skin and Body. Colette discussed how to stay healthy during the 
holidays and brought to set some of her go-to’s during this time.  
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Black Renaissance is a 30-minute weekly KPIX public affairs program that airs 

Sunday’s at 5:30AM.  Black Renaissance aired on these dates during the 4th   

Quarter, 2017: 

OCTOBER 15 (FIRST AIRED, AUGUST 2017) 

Col. Allensworth State Park Manager/Archeologist STEVEN PTOMEY takes BR on a tour of the historic 
site that was home to blacks seeking independence in the early 1900s. Interviews with DON BILLBERRY 
and BETTY LEE of Sacramento, who also took the tour. 

BR goes to the National Hot Rod Association’s Mello Yellow Drag Racing Series at Sonoma Raceway to 
meet champions JR TODD and ANTRON BROWN, two African-American drivers making drag racing 
history. 

BARBARA RODGERS talks about the upcoming Friends of Faith Gala celebrating the life of Faith Fancher 
and benefitting breast cancer research. 

 

NOVEMBER 19 

Boxing two-time world champion ANDRE WARD talks to Vern Glenn about his life, career, and his 
stunning decision to put down the gloves. 

Host Christin Ayers tells us about the father behind Oakland’s new slogan ‘Love Life.’ DONALD LACY has 
been working to make sure his teenage daughter who was shot and killed did not live her life in vain. 

TYRA FENNELL, founder and executive director of Imprint City talks about the art movement afoot in the 
Bayview. Artists are agents of change and their art is redefining traditional spaces. 

Dating expert FAUNA SOLOMAN, the woman behind the website, The Dating Truth, talks about the 
quest to find a soul mate, or even just a first date, in these modern times. 
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DECEMBER 17 

Los Angeles-based artist EDGAR ARCENEAUX meets up with Christin Ayers at Oakland’s Parkway Theater 
to talk about his new work ‘Until, Until, Until.’ This new play explores the history of blackface.  He also 
discussed actor Ben Vereen when he wore blackface in a live performance at President Reagan’s 
inaugural ball and later was highly criticized for doing it. 

 

Producer Jan Mabry travels to Paris to meet former Bay Area journalist RICKI STEVENSON, founder of 
Black Paris Tours. We talk to her and actually go on her tour, exploring the history of black people in the 
City of Light. 

 

Oakland Raiderettes JAZZMINE, SIERRA and KRISHINDA join Christin Ayers and Roqui Theus on the set to 
talk about their lives as cheerleaders, Raider Nation, and teach us some classic cheerleading moves. 

 

 


