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BAY AREA FOCUS: JANUARY 2015 Shows 

January 11th Air Date Program: 

Seg 1: Ruthe Stein of The San Francisco Chronicle talked about her upcoming lecture series, 

Jewish Life in American Cinema, at JCCSF. She noted the emphasis on Jewish stereotypes and 

studio heads’ decisions to cast Christian actors to play Jewish people. Barbara Lane, the director 

of JCCSF’s Arts & Ideas series, noted that other lecture subjects include science, health, politics, 

music, and business.  

Seg 2: Alicia Polak and Rafi Amini of The Bread Project explained how their organization’s 

training programs teach low-income Bay Area residents the skills they need to get jobs in the 

food industry. Alicia and Rafi talked about the diverse communities they serve and described 

the many skills – from food handling to time management – they teach participants.  

Seg 3: Patricia Foster and Diane Tucker of Girls to Women discussed how their organization 

offers underserved young girls a supportive environment with academic instruction, sports 

programs, summer camps, and tech design challenges. Diane Tucker described her role as a 

STEM instructor.   

Seg 4: Armando Hernandez of Instituto Familiar de la Raza talked about his organization’s 

variety of mental health, social, and wellness services for Latino residents. He discussed IFR’s 

emphasis on providing culturally-appropriate services. He also talked about the center’s efforts 

to educate the public about HIV/AIDS and to hold events that lessen the stigma HIV patients 

face.  

 

January 25th Air Date Program: 

Seg 1: Janelle Orsi and Ricardo Nunez of the Sustainable Economies Law Center talked about 

SELC’s education, research, and advocacy initiatives. Janelle and Ricardo stressed their push to 

get local communities on track to produce their own food, housing, and energy resources. They 

highlighted their Worker Coop Academy and Legal Fellowship Program. 

Seg 2: Syed Hossainy and Rahima Mohammed of SpaandanB described their non-profit’s 

commitment to improving the lives of impoverished people in Bangladesh. They mentioned 

SpaandanB’s work with burn victims, initiatives encouraging entrepreneurship, and programs 

providing education for girls and for the poor.  
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Seg 3: Jane Winter and Anna Au of YWCA-SF and Marin discussed their organization’s housing 

programs for low-income, elderly women. They also talked about employment training 

programs for older women, as well as recreational and social activities at their sites.  

Seg 4: Anjee and Joey of MACLA talked about current and upcoming art exhibits at MACLA, 

educational programs for underserved young people, and their work in revitalizing downtown 

San Jose with new art projects. They also discussed using art to effect social change.  

 

BAY AREA FOCUS: February 2015 Shows: 

February 1st Air Date Program: 

Seg 1: Jack Bair, Co-Founder of the San Francisco Neighborhood Theater Foundation, promoted 

the upcoming Mostly British Film Festival at San Francisco’s Vogue Theatre. He described how 

films are chosen, noted the geographic scope of the festival’s films, and talked about the need 

to keep small, local movie theaters in business in San Francisco and the Bay Area. 

Seg 2: Dong Sug and Thu Quach of Asian Health Services talked about AHS’ range of services for 

Asian residents, noting the mental health resources and primary care initiatives, among others. 

Thu also honed in on the unhealthy work environments that many Vietnamese nail salon 

workers endure in the Bay Area. She discussed her research on the subject.  

Seg 3: Cristy Johnston and Rashidi Byrd Omari of Destiny Arts Center talked about Destiny’s 

many dance workshops and programs for youths and adults. They talked about their distinctive 

method of teaching violence prevention strategies through dance. Cristy also emphasized the 

youth groups they offer to LGBTQ students.  

Seg 4: Jill Jacobs and Yvonne Beals of Family Builders described how many Bay Area youths in 

the foster care system are in need of loving, stable homes. Jill noted that Family Builders works 

with families of all stripes, and does not discriminate against single parents looking to adopt or 

those in same-sex relationships.   

February 8th Air Date Program: 

Seg 1: Actor Carl Lumbly, a former San Francisco resident, discussed his new play, Tree. Lumbly 

described how the play centers on race relations and family. He discussed what it was like 

working with the cast and crew, and he noted highlights from the production.  

Seg 2: Sherri Franklin, Executive Director of Muttville Senior Dog Rescue, stressed that older 

dogs are rarely adopted at shelters. She noted Muttville’s efforts to place these dogs in loving 
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homes. She also described how Muttville’s Seniors for Seniors Programs specifically connects 

senior citizens with older dogs.  

Seg 3: Sally El Hosaini, director of My Brother the Devil, described her first feature film’s success 

and talked its depiction of immigrant communities adjusting to life in the U.K. Sally talked about 

her current film projects and their connections to the Bay Area.   

Seg 4: Sergeant Mildred Oliver and Officer Jumaal Hill of the Oakland Police Activities League 

talked about the academic, sports, leadership, and recreational activities they offer Oakland 

students. They emphasized the need to build positive relationships between police and young 

people so that when these students get older, they trust the officers working in their 

communities.  

February 22nd Air Date Program: 

Seg 1: Actor Anthony Wayne discussed his role as the famous disco singer, Sylvester, in “Mighty 

Real.” Wayne wrote and stars in the production, and he described how he hopes to honor 

Sylvester’s legacy. He also talked about audience reactions in other venues and his plans to take 

the production around the United States.  

Seg 2: David A. Hill and Andrea Guzman, staff members for the Napa Valley Marathon, talked 

about the upcoming race, the role of volunteers, and highlights from past events. David and 

Andrea also described how best to prepare for such a long race.  

Seg 3: Tom Wilson and Ana Tafolla of Canal Alliance talked about their non-profit’s many 

services for low-income, Latino residents in the North Bay. They discussed the challenges 

immigrants face when moving to the U.S., and how they struggle to get by in the affluent Bay 

Area. Tom talked about the legal and health services, among others at Canal Alliance.  

Seg 4: Steve Mahan and Ernesto Molina of the Santa Clara Valley Blind Center discussed 

SCVBC’s many social, rehabilitation, and recreational resources for Bay Area residents with 

impaired vision. Steve talked about the feelings of isolation some residents suffer from once 

their vision decays, and he described SCVBC’s fieldtrips and other outings that foster a sense of 

community.   
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BAY AREA FOCUS: March 2015 Shows: 

March 1st  Air Date Program: 

Seg 1: Tracie Collins came on the show to discuss “Cold Piece of Werk,” a play she wrote, 

directed, and produced about sex trafficking in Oakland. She talked about the process of hiring 

local actors and mentioned the changes she hopes her production will bring to various Bay Area 

communities.  

Seg 2: Andrees Montilliano and Debbie McCann of Community Violence Solutions came on the 

program to discuss CVS’ services for sexual assault survivors, its Anti-Human Trafficking Project, 

children’s interview center, and efforts to break down long-held myths about sexual assault and 

abuse. 

Seg 3: Masahi Niwano, Festival/Exhibitions Director for CAAMFest 2015, promoted the 

upcoming film festival, described the process of choosing films, and noted the many venues 

throughout the Bay Area where special events and screenings will be held. Filmmaker Tony 

Nguyen talked about his film, Giap’s Last Day at the Ironing Board Factory, that will screen at 

multiple venues during the festival.  

Seg 4: Rosemary Baez, Executive Director of the Third Street Community Center in San Jose, 

described her non-profit’s academic, social, and recreational programs for young students in 

the South Bay. She also noted that Third Street works hard to engage parents in such a way that 

they’ll advocate for their children.  

March 8th Air Date Program: 

Seg 1: Nina Menendez, Executive Director of Bay Area Flamenco and choreographer Carola 

Zertuche came on the program to discuss the Bay Area Flamenco Festival. They stressed the 

multi-generational nature of this year’s program. They also talked about year-round 

organizations that celebrate the cultural traditions behind flamenco dance.  

Seg 2: Susie Lundy of Youth Speaks came on with Richmond’s Youth Poet Laureate,  Brenda 

Quintanilla, to discuss the upcoming Youth Speaks grand slam finals, year-round Youth Speaks 

poetry workshops, and the positive impacts these story-telling programs have on young 

participants and their communities.  

Seg 3: Kim Gillette and Kaprisha Dearman of the Daly City Youth Health Center talked about 

DCYHC’s many in-school and after-school initiatives to educate young people about safe sex 

and other health concerns. They also talked about the on-site clinic that offers young people 

important primary care services that they might otherwise not have access to.  
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Seg 4: Margo Dunlap, Executive Director of Pro Arts, talked about her non-profit’s many 

educational programs, exhibitions, and upcoming events. Margo talked about the art scene in 

Oakland and the diverse community of artists who share spaces and engage in positive dialogue 

about their work.  

 

March 22nd Air Date: 

Seg 1: Zaynah Hindi and Sara Haj-Hassan of the Arab Cultural and Community Center discussed 

the organization’s wellness services, civic engagement initiatives, Arab language programs, and 

upcoming “Arab Women and the Media” conference. They talked about the diverse Arab 

community in the Bay Area, but they also noted prejudice and stereotypes that still persist 

when it comes to Arab communities in the United States.   

Seg 2: Alec Raffin and Van Nguyen-Stone of Streetside Stories talked about their organization’s 

many storytelling initiatives for underserved public school students. They described Streetside’s 

puppet shows, poetry classes, animation workshops, and other programs that encourage young 

people to share stories about their lives.  

Seg 3: Marie Hubbard and Michael McDowell of Rebuilding Together-East Bay North, explained 

the many home repair and energy upgrade services that Rebuilding Together offers to low-

income seniors, veterans, disabled residents, and other groups in the Bay Area. Michael 

described his role as a long-time volunteer, and Marie talked about the positive impacts they 

have on homeowners who could otherwise not afford repairs.   

Seg 4: Anna L. Waring, Executive Director of Foundation for a College Education, talked about 

her organization’s efforts to get young students of color enrolling in and graduating from four-

year universities. She noted the challenges that students face in East Palo Alto, and she 

described the academic and leadership opportunities Foundation for a College Education offers 

those students.  

 

March 29th Air Date:  

Seg 1: Sharon Miller and Marcus Tartt of the Renaissance Entrepreneurship Center talked about 

Renaissance’s workshops to teach low-income Bay Area residents the skills they need in order 

to thrive as small business owners. Marcus discussed his role managing Renaissance Bayview in 

San Francisco, and he noted the incredibly diverse community his site serves, as well as the 

wide variety of business proposals they oversee. Sharon talked about the sense of pride that 

comes with owning a small business.  



7 
 

Seg 2: Paul Boneberg and Elisabeth Cornu of the GLBT Historical Society talked about their 

upcoming 30th Anniversary Exhibit, their emphasis on including works from all members of the 

LGBT community, and their site’s Castro location and its rich history. 

Seg 3: Pragati Grover and Manasi Dharne described the India Community Center’s many 

programs: from pre-school art lessons to senior social clubs to free medical services. Pragati 

talked about the center’s many community partnerships, and Manasi described the emphasis 

on “play” in their pre-school programs.  

Seg 4: Cathy DeVries and Matt Cohen of Special Olympics – Northern California talked about 

the many in-school, after-school, and community sports programs available through the Special 

Olympics in the Bay Area. Matt stressed just how many different kinds of sports are taught, and 

Cathy emphasized the value in holding sports programs that combine intellectually-disabled 

students with students who do not have disabilities.   

 

Black RENAISSANCE 1/18/14: 

Producers for “Three Little Birds, A New Reggae Children’s Musical” and “Cold Piece of WerK” 

and “Spirit Song, the 7th Annual Ruby Bridges Fundraiser” and CEO of 3 U first. 

 

BLACK RENAISSANCE 2/15/15 

Author of “Destiny’s Child:  Memoirs of a Preacher’s Daughter” Carl Lumbly, actor from the play 

TREE; founder and CEO/poet of “Sistahs with Ink” and owner of Indigene Cellars. 

 

BLACK RENAISSANCE 3/15/15 

Reps from Black Trans Lives Matter, CEO of Oneva, actress and HIV/AIDS activist Sheryl Lee 

Ralph, and rep from Lady Blossoms Social Etiquette. 

 

Live Telecast of the Scripps Regional Spelling Bee 3/20/15 


