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Bay Area Focus is a weekly Public Affairs program that normally airs three 
weeks each month on Sundays at 11AM on KBCW.  Bay Area Focus aired on 
these dates during the 1st Quarter.

January 5 (Repeat from 11/10/19) 

Erik Preminger, son of the famous burlesque artist Gypsy Rose Lee, along with actor JADE 
SHAOJAEE talk about the upcoming 6-time Tony Award-winning musical “Gypsy” coming to 
San Francisco’s Alcazar Theatre. 

Expert breadmaker and author, Daniel Leader shares tips for making bread and talks about his 
new book, “Living Bread – Tradition and Innovation in Artisan Bread Making.” 

Founder of Peek-A-Boo Ice Cream, Jessica Levinson, talks about her new ice cream that has 
hidden vegetables in every bite and brings samples to the set. 

Author Marc Grossberg talks about his new book about power, money and high society, “The 
Best People.” 

Neft Vodka mixologist and brand ambassador Luke Barr shows us how to make the perfect 
cocktails for the holidays, or for any occasion. 

January 12 
Producer and former KPIX weather anchor Roberta Gonzales talks about her new children’s 
book, ‘Marina and the Fish with Teal Lips.’ 

Co-founders Janet Varnet and Cole Stratton talk about the upcoming Sketchfest 2020, 
showcasing more than 200 of the funniest comedians in the country at venues across San 
Francisco. 

Co-curator and co-director of Nava Dance, Jose Navarette talks about the upcoming Fresh 
Festival, which showcases experimental dance, music and performance at venues across the Bay 
Area. 

Sculptor Susan Behary shows us her new work honoring the late President George Bush’s 
service dog ‘Sully,’ and her work to create an exhibit honoring these extraordinary animals. 



January 26 
Lifestyle expert Amy Sewell shows us the latest products to stay in shape and lead a healthy 
lifestyle in 2020. 

Internationally acclaimed solo pianist Mona Golabek talks about her solo show, ‘The Pianist of 
Willesden Lane’ playing at TheatreWorks Silicon Valley. 

Co-Founders of American Bonfire Company Corinne White and Casey Yeakey show off their 
newest collection of sunglasses and accessories inspired by the California lifestyle. 

Winemaker Megun Gunderson and Michelin-rated chef Ken Frank from La Toque in Napa 
Valley talk about the new ‘Root 101 Wine Tasting Experience’ at WALT Winery’s Oxbow 
Tasting Room.

February 2 
Matt Brown, assistant production manager at Cowgirl Creamery talks about the upcoming 14th 
Annual California Artisan Cheese Festival at the Sonoma County Fairgrounds. 

Chinese Hospital’s Dr. Jian Zhang talks about the facility’s history, 120th anniversary and gives 
tips to stay healthy and stop the spread of the coronavirus. 

Actor, author Robert Trebor talks about his new book ‘The Haircut Who Would Be King.’ 

Leading Astrologer and Head of Content at Astrology.com, Stephanie Powell talks about the 
stars, astral signs, and the future. 

Bruce Cakebread, co-owner of Cakebread Cellars, talks about his winery’s new Visitors’ Center, 
in Napa Valley. 

February 9 
February is National Snack Month so lifestyle and trend expert Heather Smith brings some of her 
favorite treats to the set. 

Nineteen-year-old R & B singer Isaac Brown talks about his career and gives a live, solo 
performance of ‘Unchained Melody.’ 

Culinary Director at Stone Edge Farms John McReynolds talks about his new cookbook, ‘The 
Stone Edge Farm Kitchen Larder Cookbook, Seasonal Recipes for Pantry and Table.’ 

Sommelier Iris Frances talks about the Italian sparkling wine, Prosecco and brings her favorite 
bottles to the set to taste. 



February 16 
Drake’s brewmaster John Gillooly talks about San Francisco Beer Week’s final event, ‘Drake’s 
Chillin’ and Grillin’ Family Affair,’ and demonstrates some great beer pairings. 

Model, actor, author and modeling coach Charleston Pierce talks about his work in the fashion 
industry and his upcoming fashion show celebrating Black History Month at the T-Mobile 
Signature Store in San Francisco. 

Actor Monique Hafen Adams talks about playing Roxy in the Tony-award winning musical, 
‘Chicago,’ playing at San Jose Theater Company. 

Award-winning filmmaker Cali Gilbert talks about her latest film, ‘Invisible’, winner of the 
Grand Jury Prize at the Los Angeles Motion Picture Festival. 

Author Maureen Theresa Smith talk about her book, ‘Moontime Magic: A Girl’s Guide to 
Getting Your Period and Loving Your Body.’ 

March 1 
Co-founders Danel Betelu and David Betelu talk Maison Danel, a new French Patisserie and 
Salon de that just opened in San Francisco and brought some delicious pastry samples to the set. 
Producer and executive director of the Kohl Mansion, Patricia Kristof Moy talks about the 
‘Violins of Hope’, a powerful touring show featuring a collection of violins played by musicians 
in concentration camps during the Holocaust. 

Two-time Grammy award winning violinist Madds Tolling talks about his upcoming show at 
Yoshi’s featuring Kenny Washington and Ken Naley, and performs on the set. 

The Golden State Warriors’ new in-arena host Crystal Lee talks about emceeing at Chase Center 
during the games and the launch of her new lifestyle show ‘Destination.’ 

Jeff Harry, founder of ‘Rediscover Your Play’ talks about how he helps working professionals 
find their true inner selves through the art of ‘play.’ 

March 8 
Chad Bayless, Executive Chef at the Intercontinental Hotel, and City College culinary arts 
student Michael Lam talk about the upcoming City College/Intercontinental Culinary Clash. 

Lifestyle guru David Viggiano shows us the latest new small appliances and gadgets from the 
2020 International Housewares Show. 

Television host Toan Lam, talks about his life, his career, and his latest project, ‘The Toan Lam 
Show.’ 



Actor John Mannion talks about Foothill Music Theatre’s production of the Tony-award winning 
musical, ‘The Mystery of Edwin Drood.’ 

CEO Adam Messner and co-founder Allison Messner talk about ‘Yardzen,’ a new online 
landscaping and design service. 

Black Renaissance is a 30-minute weekly KBCW public affairs program that 
airs Sunday’s at 11:00AM every fourth week.  Black Renaissance aired on 
these dates during the 1st Quarter, 2020: 

 

 January 19 

Curator-in-Charge of American Art Tim Burgard of the De Young Museum, in San Francisco, 
takes BR host Jan Mabry on a personal tour of the exhibit ‘Soul of a Nation,’ which chronicles 
the black power movement through the eyes of African American artists in the 60s, 70s and 80s. 
Burgard calls it one of the most important exhibits of the century. 

Zach Norris, executive director of the Ella Baker Center for Human Rights and co-founder of 
Restore Oakland talks about his work and his new book, ‘We Keep Us Safe – Building Secure, 
Just and Inclusive Communities.’ 

The Coalition of Black Excellence founder and CEO Angela Johnson talks about the 
organization’s upcoming CBE Week 2020 and the 3rd Annual Cod Black Gala. 

BR gives an update on the story of the late Kwentyn Wiggens, a star player at Branson High, 
whose teammates are raising money for a scholarship in his name. Sadly, Wiggens’s jersey was 
stolen. His mom makes a plea for its return, no questions asked. 

Sharon Chin shows us three women, Kiesha Haggerty, Quanisha Johnson and Tracy Phillips, all 
African American entrepreneurs, who are part of the fastest growing group of business owners in 
the U.S. Chin also talks to Ingrid Marielos Marthy, director of the Renaissance Women’s 
Business Center about the help the center provides. 

February 23 
Photographer, peace activist and conscientious objector Matt Heron talks about his exhibit at the 
SF Main Library, ‘I’m Walkin’ for My Freedom : The Selma March and Voting Rights,’ and 
what it was like covering Martin Luther King, the SCLC in Alabama, the scene of some of the 
most violent clashes in America. 



BR host Jan Mabry talks to musician/actor/producer Sting and co-star Frances McNamee on the 
set of ‘The Last Ship’ at the Golden Gate Theatre in San Francisco about his music, life, and 
latest venture, the world of musical theatre. 

BR’s Vern Glenn talks to sculptor and Warriors fan, Adam Feibelman about the inspiration and 
creation of Feibelman’s unique, stainless-steel depiction of Warriors history at Chase Center. 

CEO Adamaka Ajaelo, talks about her non-profit, Self E-STEM that is teaching science, 
technology, engineering and math to young girls and introducing them to women who already 
work in the business, and the upcoming fundraiser Conversations in STEM, at the Facebook 
headquarters, in Menlo Park. 

BR host Jan Mabry goes to Google’sX Moonshot Factory and talks to award-winning director 
Laurens Grant and Smithsonian curator Cathleen Lewis about Smithsonian’s new documentary, 
‘Black in Space: Breaking the Color Barrier.


