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(EDUCATION) 

April 5, 2014 7:30-8pm Letter Perfect:  The Road to the Bee 
 

A thirty minute documentary profiling students competing for 

the regionals of the Scripps National Spelling Bee.  The winner 

headed to the Nationals in Washington DC in May.  The 

regionals were streamed live on kpix.com  

 

4/6 8:00am BAY AREA FOCUS 

(IMMIGRATION, HOUSING, EMPLOYMENT, TECHNOLOGY) 

Seg 1: Anthony Chavez, political/educational advocate and grandson of Cesar Chavez, discussed 

his grandfather’s legacy and the upcoming film CESAR CHAVEZ. He also talked about his work as 

a Coro Fellow and mentioned service learning, as well as the importance of immigration reform.  

Seg 2: Bianca Sierra Wolff and Juan Vera of Centro Legal de la Raza discussed Centro’s 

immigration, employment, and housing-related legal services for Bay Area Latinos, immigrants, 

and low-income groups. Bianca described the Immigration, Housing, and Employment services, 

while Juan described the Youth Law Academy, which offers low-income youths of color 

mentoring, internship, and other opportunities that expose them to the field of law.  

Seg 3: Roger Dillahunty, the Executive Director of Berkeley-based The Beat, talked about the 

history of The Beat, its wide variety of dance classes, and its efforts to teach leadership skills 

and forge tight-knit communities through dance. 

Seg 4: Kami Griffiths, the Co-Founder/Executive Director of Community Technology Network, 

explained how CTN recruits volunteers and makes use of company partnerships and community 



 

 

centers to teach senior citizens, underprivileged youths, and other underserved groups valuable 

digital literacy skills. She honed in on CTN’s SFConnected and Ready, Set, Connect initiatives. 

(FILM, HEALTH, EDUCATION) 
4/13 8:00am BAY AREA FOCUS  

Seg 1: Noah Cowan, the Executive Director of the San Francisco International Film Festival, 

promoted the 57th SF Intl Film Festival, noted that many of the festival’s films might only screen 

once at this year’s festival before they become unavailable altogether in SF, and highlighted the 

opening and closing night films, in addition to special music pairing events. 

Seg 2: Linda Civitello, President/CEO of Breathe California (GGPHP), talked about the range of 

programs that Breathe California offers to improve overall lung health among Bay Area 

communities. Discussing asthma, lung cancer, smoking, air quality, and climate change, Civitello 

addressed key lung health concerns and then described Breathe California’s initiatives and 

political action to target each issue.  

Seg 3: Norma Rodriguez, the Associate Director of School and Community Services for the East 

Bay Agency for Children, discussed child abuse statistics and research, mental health stigmas, 

and talked about the range of programs that EBAC offers –PALS, Circle of Care Illness and Grief 

Program, Child Assault Prevention – to aid Bay Area children in need of mental health services.  

Seg 4: David Inocencio, the Founder/Director of The Beat Within, explained the history of The 

Beat Within, described the writing workshops that the organization holds inside juvenile halls, 

stressed the importance of providing a voice and a creative outlet for incarcerated youth, and 

mentioned how viewers can become volunteers for The Beat Within. 

 

 
(HOUSING, EDUCATION) 
4/20 8:00am BLACK RENAISSANCE 
Founder of Lend a Hand foundation, a non-profit organization that raises money to create 
educational and housing opportunities for people who do not have access to these basic needs.  
 
(COMMUNITY) 
4/20 8:00am BLACK RENAISSANCE 
Jackie Gage, singer 
San Jose based jazz singer, Jackie Gage speaks about her passion and career. 
 
(HEALTH) 
4/20 8:00am BLACK RENAISSANCE 
Lisa Price, founder of Carol’s Daughter skin and hair products. 



 

 

 
(DIVERSITY) 
4/20 8:00am BLACK RENAISSANCE 
John William Templeton, co-founder of National Black Business month and organizer of the 
Freedom Trail exhibition speaks about the history behind the exhibit.  
 
(ART, HEALTH, LGBT) 
4/27 8:00am BAY AREA FOCUS 

Seg 1: Komal Ahmad, Founder and CEO of Feeding Forward, explained how her experiences as 

an undergrad encountering hungry, homeless veterans in the neighborhoods surrounding UC 

Berkeley inspired her to form an organization that provides excess food from companies and 

corporate events to the people who need it most. She described the algorithm behind Feeding 

Forward and also mentioned how viewers can donate and deliver food to communities in need. 

Seg 2: Amy Taub, the Executive Director of Creativity Explored, discussed the range of initiatives 

Creativity Explored offers disabled artists to create, exhibit and sell art. Amy stressed the 

importance of giving disabled people a creative outlet through which they can feel a sense of 

purpose and pride. Amy mentioned upcoming exhibits and also discussed how proceeds from 

art sales are distributed.  

Seg 3: Dr. Chundak Tenzing, Medical Director of the SEVA Foundation’s Sight Programs, 

emphasized that 80% of blindness is avoidable, noting that many impoverished communities 

around the world simply lack the infrastructure and medical service providers to treat those in 

need. Dr. Tenzing described how SEVA steps in to help underserved communities around the 

world gather the necessary resources to provide quality eye care. He stressed that women in 

low-income countries often go untreated completely when it comes to eye health issues.  

Seg 4: Alpha Mulugeta and Kim Baranek of the Rainbow Community Center talked about their 

organization’s many youth initiatives, outreach efforts, family-oriented programs, and their 

services catering to women and men of color. Alpha and Kim discussed self-esteem issues, 

bullying, and familial acceptance (or lack thereof) that all affect LGBT youths.   

(ENVIRONMENT, EDUCATION, DIVERSITY, ART) 

5/4 8:00am BAY AREA FOCUS 

Seg 1: Steve Richard, the Co-Founder and President of Sustainable Lafayette, explained that in 

using water efficiently, creating bike paths, sourcing food locally at grocery stores and 

restaurants, and making use of renewable energy, the community of Lafayette could become 

highly sustainable. He noted the wide range of programs and events Sustainable Lafayette 

holds to help make this possible. 



 

 

Seg 2: Soraya Hosni, Executive Director of the Arab Cultural and Community Center, talked 

about the history of ACCC, the demographics of the Bay Area’s Arab population, and the 

discrimination and isolation that members of the Arab community sometimes face in the Bay 

Area. She described past cultural events with ACCC and discussed their wide range of programs 

– from Domestic Violence initiatives to Arabic language classes. 

Seg 3: Jude Deckenbach, Chairperson of First Book San Francisco’s Local Advisory Board, 

emphasized the great need for age-appropriate books in low-income communities. She 

described how LAB works with schools, community organizations, and other literacy advocates 

to bring new books to local families through “book grants.” She explained the science behind 

vocabulary development and stressed the importance of parents reading to their young 

children. 

Seg 4: Jessica Huntington and Ed Johnson of AcroSports talked about AcroSports’ work with 

schools, city programs, and fellow non-profits to teach students of all backgrounds performing 

arts, circus arts, and other athletic classes. They discussed teen internship programs and also 

noted how AcroSports’ athletic programs aim to give participants strong self-esteem and 

leadership skills. 

(HOUSING, EDUCATION, LGBT, FOSTER CARE, HEALTH) 

5/11 8:00am BAY AREA FOCUS 

Seg 1: Dean Preston, Executive Director of Tenants Together, discussed housing politics and 

renters rights issues throughout California. He honed in on Tenants Togethers’ hotline service, 

legislation activity, and recent reports. He emphasized the issue of rising rents within San 

Francisco, and also noted with concern the trend of Wall Street investing in rental properties.  

Seg 2: Pollo Del Mar, Co-Producer and Promoter for California’s Great America Pride Night 

2014, described the upcoming CA Pride Night, noting that it will mark the 15th anniversary of 

the event and remains one of the largest LGBT Pride-related events within the Bay Area. He 

reflected on previous performers and discussed the current lineup. 

Seg 3: Ginni Ring and John Anyosa of Alameda County CASA explained the role of a Court 

Appointed Special Advocate within the system, noted unfortunate trends in foster youth 

graduation rates, discussed the need in Alameda County for CASA’s, and also described the 

training requirements and process for viewers interested in becoming a CASA for a foster 

youth.  

Seg 4: Angela Pang of AsianWeek Foundation and Genevieve Jopanda of the SF Hep B Free 

Campaign promoted the upcoming Asian Heritage Street Celebration, noting the event’s wide 



 

 

variety of food trucks/booths, emphasis on Hep B awareness and testing, performances by local 

musicians, and child-friendly activities. Angela and Genevieve also discussed Hep B prevalence 

among the Asian community.  

(EDUCATION, HEALTH, ARTS) 

5/25 8:00am BAY AREA FOCUS  

Seg 1: Dr. Elouise Joseph, Program Director for the All Stars Project of the San Francisco Bay 

Area, discussed how growing up in rural Louisiana with 11 brothers and sisters inspired her to 

succeed in school and devote her life to the emotional development of young people. Dr. 

Joseph related how the All Stars Project empowers youths from underprivileged communities 

through after-school talent shows and internship programs.  

Seg 2: Greg Milano, Cycling Manager for the Bay Area Outreach & Recreation Program, 

described BORP’s wide range of adaptive sports programs for physically disabled Bay Area 

Residents. Greg talked about BORP’s power soccer, adaptive cycling, and goal ball programs, as 

well as veteran outreach initiatives, partnerships with the University of California, and statistics 

on the extent to which disabled people are underserved in the sports realm.   

Seg 3: Alonzo Emery and Holly Hanson of JobTrain talked about their organization’s full-time 

vocational training programs – from Culinary Arts to Business Administration – that help South 

Bay residents find worthwhile job placements. They noted how JobTrain’s programs and 

courses are particularly geared toward residents facing multiple barriers to employment, i.e. ex-

offenders, high school dropouts, etc.  

Seg 4: Eric Solano and Major Julian of the Parangal Dance Company promoted their upcoming 

performance at the San Francisco Ethnic Dance Festival, shared the history of their 

organization, discussed their related research in the Philippines, and explained how they find 

the inspiration to choreograph Parangal’s performances.  

 

(COMMUNITY) 
5/18 8:00am  BLACK RENAISSANCE 
Bay Area based football player turned opera singer, Morris Robinson, talks about his latest 
show, Showboat.   
 
(COMMUNITY, PUBLIC SAFETY) 
5/18 8:00am BLACK RENAISSANCE 
KPIX 5 Reporter, Linda Yee, talks about racism and misogyny in a shipyard and how the plaintiffs 
in a discrimination lawsuit want justice but not a gag order.  
 



 

 

(DIVERSITY) 
5/18 8:00am BLACK RENAISSANCE 
CK Ladzekpo, co-artistic director of the SF Ethnic Dance festival, and how it brings together 
many different cultures across all continents.  
 
(COMMUNITY) BLACK RENAISSANCE 
5/18 8:00am 
Oakland based writer, director, and producer, Tracie Collins, speaks about her adaptation of the 
play the Vagina Monologues, entitled  “V Monologues.:  A Black Woman’s Interpretation”. 
 
 

(HOUSING MENTAL HEALTH, ECONOMICS, DIVERSITY) 

6/8 8:00am BAY AREA FOCUS 

Seg 1: Art Shanks, Executive Director of the Cypress Mandela Training Center, discussed the 

range of programs that Cypress Mandela offers, emphasized the benefits of their life skills 

training, and described student outcomes. Art also talked about the different kinds of job 

placements available to graduates of Cypress Mandela programs.  

Seg 2: Mailou Seiff, the Executive Director of the Marine Science Institute, talked about the 

benefits of experiential learning vs. classroom-based instruction, discussed the Marine Science 

Institute’s school, family, and camp programs, and stressed that boys and girls are equally 

engaged by the hands-on science instruction that MSI offers. 

Seg 3: Dr. Brian Greenberg, Vice President of Programs and Services at the InnVision Shelter 

Network, explained InnVision’s range of Family, Adult, and Veterans housing/shelter services, 

noted the importance of mental health  

Seg 4: Sabrina Haman and Mattias Kraemer of the Mission Economic Development Agency 

talked about MEDA’s financial capability, tax prep, business development, and other initiatives 

offered to low-income, Latino residents of the Bay Area. Sabrina and Mattias also discussed 

obstacles and fears recent immigrants may face – i.e. language issues, immigration status – 

when it comes to taking control of their finances.    

 

 
(BUSINESS)  
6/15 8:00am BLACK RENAISSANCE 
Author Paul Lejoy, discusses his  book, “It’s Impossible to be Poor in America,”   
 



 

 

(DIVERSITY) BLACK RENAISSANCE 
6/15 8:00am 
Jan Marby, executive producer, and Barbara Rodgers, host for The Bronze Report, discuss the 
show, and why it’s important to the African American community.  
 
(HEALTH) BLACK RENAISSANCE 
6/15 8:00am 
Transplant recipient, Dean Moore, and Keith Crawford, founder of the Give Life, Save Life 
Foundation and Jefferson Award recipient help recruit people for organ transplants, and help 
people in need get transplants.  
 
(EDUCATION, HEALTH)  
6/15 8:00am BLACK RENAISSANCE 
Deng Jongkuch of the foundation Impact Village. A foundation that raises money to aid projects 
and non-profits who are bringing education and health care to people in need internationally.  
 

 

(EDUCATION, DIVERSITY, HEALTH, LGBT) 

6/29 8:00am BAY AREA FOCUS  

Seg 1: Georgette L. Cobbs, Program Director for the New Bridge Foundation’s ASPIRE Program, 

discussed ASPIRE’s prevention, treatment, and outreach efforts that aim to break patterns of 

drug and alcohol addiction among adolescents. Georgette discussed how ASPIRE identifies 

students in need and provides them with a range of school-based and family-oriented services.  

Seg 2: Sello Hatang, CEO of the Nelson Mandela Foundation, and David Montgomery, Director 

of Cemetery Development with Skylawn Memorial Park, talked about their organizations’ 

partnership to honor Nelson Mandela’s legacy. Sello and David discussed Mandela’s life and 

work in addition to the Nelson Mandela Memorial Design Contest that is taking entries until 

October 2014. 

Seg 3: Amy Stephen and Steven Westdahl of The Booksmith discussed the bookstore’s 

community oriented-events like Word/Play, Community Forum, and Shipwreck. They also 

mentioned the store’s use of social media to engage readers all over the Bay Area. Amy 

stressed The Booksmith’s efforts to be a store that’s welcoming to all and far from intimidating. 

Seg 4: Comedian and talk show host Ross Matthews discussed the stigmas and fears involved in 

getting tested for HIV, and he described how a new at-home HIV test called OraQuick could 



 

 

increase the number of people willing to learn their status. He also talked about the upcoming 

Pride Parade in San Francisco and described what his role as Grand Marshall entail 

 

 


