
                                                                News and Issues July-Sept 2021 
Type Time Date Description 
News 7:00/8:00 AM 1-July-21 Crews searching for survivors in the ruins of a collapsed 

Florida condo tower have built a ramp that should allow 
the use of heavier equipment. Four more have been found 
raising the death toll in the disaster to 18. Still, more than 
145 are unaccounted for. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

1-Jul-21 Walmart has unveiled its own low-cost insulin to 
revolutionize the access and affordability of diabetes 
treatment. It will be offering analog insulin vials, and 
FlexPen, through its private Rely On brand. These products 
will be available in Walmart pharmacies this week and 
Sam’s Club pharmacies in mid-July. And should save 
customers between 58% to 75%. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 1-Jul-21 Former U.S. Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld passed 
away; he was 88. 
Rumsfeld was surrounded by family at his home in New 
Mexico. He served as Secretary of Defense under President 
Gerald Ford from 1975 to 1977, and in 2001 he began his 
second tour as Pentagon chief under President George W. 
Bush. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

1-Jul-21 Fire crews helped more than two dozen get to safety after 
a roller coaster at Busch Gardens Williamsburg stopped. 28 
were riding the Griffon at the time and the evacuation 
went smoothly, thankfully no one was injured. In a 
statement, Busch Gardens officials apologized and said 
safety is their top priority.  

News 7:00/8:00 AM 1-Jul-21 Virginia Beach-based Virginia Task Force 2 is heading to 
Surfside, Florida, as search and rescue operations continue 
after last week’s condo tower collapse. More than 145 are 
still missing and believed to be trapped in the rubble and 
the death toll now sits at 18. The last time the team was 
fully activated and deployed was for search and rescue 
operations for Hurricane Michael in 2018. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

1-Jul-21 Due to a decline in COVID-19 cases in the state, Virginia 
Governor Ralph Northam ended the COVID-19 state of 
emergency that expired yesterday. This follows Northam's 
decision last month to lift mostly all COVID-related 
restrictions. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 1-Jul-21 Officials with Suffolk Fire and Rescue evacuated the Suffolk 
Tower Apartments following a major water leak on the 5th 
floor that affected all of the floors below and created 
significant electrical hazards. The Suffolk Office of 
Emergency Management coordinated the opening of the 
Emergency Shelter at King’s Fork High School to assist 
those that have been displaced. 



News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

1-Jul-21 Maintenance efforts are underway to spruce up the site of 
the old Riverside Pool inside Riverside Park. During the 
maintenance work, a large amount of dirt, trees and 
vegetation were removed. The space is expected to be 
repurposed to be a part of a larger outdoor interpretive 
space. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 2-Jul-21 President Joe Biden offered comfort to the grieving and 
federal support for the ongoing efforts to search for the 
missing and rebuild after last week’s collapse of a high-rise 
condo building along the Florida coastline. President Biden 
met with first responders, while the work was halted due 
to concerns about the stability of the section still standing. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

2-Jul-21 Yesterday morning there was a tropical disturbance with a 
moderate to high chance of formation in the central 
Atlantic. Now it has become tropical storm Elsa. This is the 
earliest “E” named storm on record. The forecast track 
takes it to the northwest over the next couple of days, 
moving towards Haiti, Jamaica, and then Cuba by the 
weekend, and possibly Southern Florida by next week. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 2-Jul-21 All new officers with the Lynchburg Police Department will 
now get a $5,000 signing bonus. The new bonus comes as 
the nation is experiencing a shortage of police candidates. 
According to the department, the bonus applies to both 
new recruits and Virginia-certified officers. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

2-Jul-21 The Salem Fair is making some big changes. Now those 
younger than 18 years old must be accompanied by an 
adult parent or guardian while on the fairgrounds. While 
the fair will still be open until 11 p.m. each night, gates will 
now close at 10 p.m. and the fairgrounds and rides will 
close at 11 p.m. Everyone will also now be subject to bag 
checks and wanding at the entry.  

News 7:00/8:00 AM 2-Jul-21 Rescue efforts at the site of a partially collapsed Florida 
condominium building were halted yesterday out of 
concern about the stability of the remaining structure. The 
stoppage came on the same day that crews and relatives 
of those still missing met with President Joe Biden in a visit 
that many hoped would provide some measure of comfort 
to a devastated community. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

2-Jul-21 The U.S. Secretary of the Interior joined Virginia leaders in 
Norfolk to announce the next phase of an offshore wind 
project. The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management is 
conducting an environmental review. It’s just the next step 
toward the offshore wind facility, which will be located 23 
nautical miles offshore Virginia Beach and bring 14,000 
jobs to the area. 



News 7:00/8:00 AM 2-Jul-21 Millions of dollars are coming to the City of Roanoke as 
part of the American Rescue Plan. They are sending $64.5 
million to the City of Roanoke over the next two years in 
hopes of helping the city recover from the pandemic. To 
help make an informed decision, city leaders are looking to 
hear from the community on what they want to see done 
with the money. The next Roanoke City Council meeting 
will be held July 6 at 2 p.m.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

2-Jul-21  
The fourth annual Field of Honor will be on display in 
Lynchburg in September. 
The Forest Rotary Club puts on the display every year with 
1,000 U.S. flags that pay tribute to American Heroes, past 
and present. They will kick off the event at Automated 
Conveyor Systems on September 4. The club will also have 
a 20th Anniversary of 9/11 Memorial Tribute with a special 
presentation. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 5-Jul-21 Tropical Storm Elsa hit the southern coast of Haiti and the 
Dominican Republic over the weekend. It had maximum 
sustained winds of 65 mph as the tropical storm, which 
had been a Category 1 hurricane earlier on, weakened in 
its approach. The storm is forecasted to head toward the 
Florida Keys and up the Atlantic coast this week. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

5-Jul-21 Tyson Foods is recalling over 8 million pounds of ready-to-
eat chicken because they might have Listeria. The frozen, 
fully cooked chicken products were produced between 
December 26, 2020 and April 13, 2021.  

News 7:00/8:00 AM 5-Jul-21 A tentative labor agreement has been reached between 
Volvo and the union that represents nearly 3,000 workers 
who have on strike at a truck plant in southwest Virginia. 
United Auto Workers say details of the deal are being 
withheld until the members at the facility in Dublin can be 
briefed about the contract. The strike and picket lines will 
continue until a vote is held on the proposal. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

5-Jul-21  Runners raced to celebrate the Fourth of July by raising 
money for kids in the community. The 10th annual “Four 
on the Fourth” run-walk benefited the Boys and Girls Club 
of Southwest Virginia. This year broke a record with more 
than 600 runners.  

News 7:00/8:00 AM 5-Jul-21 Search and rescue operations at the site of a partial 
building collapse in Surfside, Florida, remain paused as 
authorities prepare for the likely demolition of what’s left 
of the condo building. The demolition team continued 
preparations racing against Tropical Storm Elsa, which is 
tracking toward South Florida with heavy rain and 
sustained winds of 60 mph. 



News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

5-Jul-21 Every time a Virginia State Police officer pulls you over, 
that information is being collected because of Virginia’s 
Community Policing Act, which began in July 2020. Police 
departments around the state have been collecting this 
data including race, age, gender, and reason for the stop. 
This is intended to increase transparency in police 
interactions with drivers. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 5-Jul-21 Summer concerts are officially back at the Virginia Zoo in 
Norfolk. Since 2019 the zoo has been without summer 
music concerts, but they will return on July 9. Doors open 
at 6:30 p.m. and music begins at 7:15 pm. Blankets and 
lawn chairs are encouraged.  Day-of-show tickets and sales 
at the gate will be $25 and a portion of the ticket sales will 
benefit the Virginia Zoo.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

5-Jul-21 Starting tomorrow any school system staff member can 
get a free oil change, multi-point inspection and car wash 
at Lynchburg Mazda on Forest Road. The program is called 
"Essential Car-care for Educators” and it’s a way to give 
back to the teachers and school workers for all of their 
hard work. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 6-Jul-21 Elsa is the earliest fifth-named storm on record and broke 
the record as the tropic’s fastest-moving hurricane, 
clocking in at 31 miles per hour. A state of emergency is in 
effect for parts of Florida ahead of the storm's projected 
path which is expected to make landfall north of Tampa, 
Florida, tonight or tomorrow morning.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

6-Jul-21 A new 76 Station is offering 76 cent per gallon in honor of 
its first Customer Appreciation Celebration. Today the first 
76 vehicles in line at the 76 Station, located on Forest 
Road, can fill their tanks with regular unleaded fuel for 
only $0.76 cents per gallon. You do however need to 
download the My 76 App to purchase the fuel that cheap. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 6-Jul-21 The statue of Stonewall Jackson in Charlottesville has again 
been vandalized. White paint was splattered onto the 
statue and police said they were not sure when the 
incident happened. The future of the statue, and the one 
of Confederate General. Robert E. Lee, remain uncertain. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

6-Jul-21 There is a new outdoor event venue in downtown 
Lynchburg. The Lot on Jefferson is set up across the street 
from Riverfront Park and has picnic tables and bistro 
lighting for when it gets dark outside. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 6-Jul-21 Rescuers searched through fresh rubble yesterday after 
the last of the collapsed Florida condo building was 
demolished, which allowed crews into previously 
inaccessible places, including bedrooms. Now they are 
facing a new challenge from thunderstorms as Tropical 
Storm Elsa approaches the state. Four more victims were 



discovered in the new pile, and 117 remain unaccounted 
for. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

6-Jul-21 Officials in Virginia’s capital city plan to resume evicting 
families from public housing units for the first time in 
nearly two years if they have failed to pay their rent. Over 
800 household units overseen by the Richmond 
Redevelopment and Housing Authority have entered 
repayment plans for delinquent balances totaling about $1 
million as of mid-June.  

News 7:00/8:00 AM 6-Jul-21 Girls Recognizing Our Worth foundation is a nonprofit 
geared toward helping victims of domestic violence. The 
team of advocates wants to help hundreds of families 
create a few happy memories this summer by visiting 
seven emergency shelters with free ice cream and snow 
cones. This is the third year for the ice cream giveaway. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

6-Jul-21 A wild horse is lucky to be alive after a recent choking 
scare in Corolla. The Corolla Wild Horse Fund said the 
horse is expected to make a full recovery. The wild horse 
fund is using the incident to remind residents to continue 
distancing themselves from the wild horses. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 7-Jul-21 The National Hurricane Center says Tropical Storm Elsa is 
briefly became a hurricane yesterday, but this morning is 
again a tropical storm as it approaches Florida’s northern 
Gulf coast. The Miami-based U.S. Hurricane Center warned 
of life-threatening storm surges, flooding, and isolated 
tornadoes. Elsa’s also on track to hit coastal Georgia and 
South Carolina and then tornadoes could occur in the 
eastern Carolinas and Virginia as Elsa moves north. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

7--7-21 Search efforts at the site of the collapsed South Florida 
Towers are expected to move along more quickly now that 
the remaining part of the building has been demolished. 
The key to the search, according to a rescuer with Virginia 
Task Force 2, is acting like the towers are still standing. He 
has been on the task force based out of Virginia Beach 
since 1995 and responded to the Pentagon on 9/11. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 7-Jul-21  
A new law closes a gap in the alert system to cover missing 
adults with autism. 
The law extends an alert system already in place and 
covers situations where an Amber Alert would not apply 
because there is no foul play. The new alert system will 
help thousands of families as adults with Autism tend to 
wander away on their own. 



News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

7-Jul-21 Cop Camp in Bedford is back this summer with a week of 
outdoor fun while learning more about police and what 
they do to protect the community. The department's 
purpose in hosting the annual event is to get to interact 
one-on-one with kids in the community. 85 kids between 
ages 9 and 14 are out at the Thomas Road Outpost this 
year.  

News 7:00/8:00 AM 7-Jul-21 President Biden outlined several strategies yesterday to 
persuade more Americans to get vaccinated including 
getting vaccines to primary-care doctors and pediatricians 
who can encourage adolescents to get shots as they head 
back to school. By the end of the week, nearly 160 million 
in the United States will be fully vaccinated. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

7-Jul-21 The U.S. Small Business Administration joined lawmakers 
in Norfolk to discuss economic relief programs for small 
businesses. So far, the money through the Restaurant 
Revitalization Fund seems to be helping. For businesses 
still looking for help, some funds are still available, 
specifically through the Economic Injury Disaster Loan, 
which is long-term and low cost. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 7-Jul-21 With so many acts of violence recently, Newport News 
Police officers are going door to door in two 
neighborhoods to talk to residents and make connections. 
Police call them CARE walks, which stands for Community, 
Awareness, Reconnection and Education. The goal is to 
build trust between police and residents. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

7-Jul-21 Trails in Richmond's James River Park System, including the 
North Bank and Buttermilk trails, were selected as the 
eleventh best in the country. They were picked because of 
their great views, mix of rolling hills and steep climbs, 
creek and river crossings, multiple access points and 
trailheads on either side of the James River. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8-Jul-21 A weakened Tropical Storm Elsa dumped rain across 
Florida’s northern Gulf Coast yesterday but appears to 
have spared the state of damages and widespread power 
outages. Elsa’s remnants will now bring rain across Georgia 
and the Carolina’s before reaching the coast of Virginia 
and then heading out to sea.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8-Jul-21 Danville city leaders said that as of September 1, 
disconnections will resume for past due residential 
accounts. The city will also charge a $50 account fee for all 
accounts that are behind. If your account is more than 35 
days past due, a notice will be mailed to you, however if 
you have a COVID-19-related income loss you can contact 
the Danville Department of Social Services to apply for 
assistance with your utility accounts.  



News 7:00/8:00 AM 8-Jul-21 Amtrak plans to spend $7.3 billion to replace 83 passenger 
trains, some of which are nearly a half-century old. The 
new trains will start running in 2024. They’ll have more 
comfortable seating, better ventilation systems, individual 
power outlets, USB ports, and onboard WiFi. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8-Jul-21 Lynchburg police rescued a dog from a vehicle parked at 
River Ridge mall when outside temperatures were in the 
90s thanks to a call from two Good Samaritans. It’s a great 
reminder to call for help because you can only break a car 
window to save a pet in eight states and Virginia is not one 
of them.  

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8-Jul-21 Yesterday President Joe Biden talked about his Build Back 
Better agenda. 
He said that human infrastructure and investing in 
individuals is essential to truly building an economy from 
the bottom up. Two of his plans are the American Jobs 
Plan and the American Families Plan. He finished by saying 
that the Build Back Better plan starts with education. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8-Jul-21 Egyptian authorities announced the release of the shipping 
vessel that had blocked the Suez Canal for nearly a week 
earlier this year. The ship Ever Given left the canal's Great 
Bitter Lake, where it had been held for over three months 
amid a financial dispute. The vessel will now undergo a 
dive survey in the Mediterranean city of Port before 
resuming her voyage to the next port where her cargo will 
be discharged. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8-Jul-21 Heads up for drivers in Downtown Lynchburg: starting 
Monday, a major intersection will be shut down. From 6 
p.m. to 6 a.m. Monday through Friday next week, the 
intersection of Church and Fifth Streets will be closed to 
accommodate construction. Drivers should use caution 
while traveling in the work zone, and be alert to changes in 
traffic patterns. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8-Jul-21 Grab your popcorn and blanket, a tube, a yoga mat or a 
basketball; you’ll need them all to celebrate Parks and 
Recreation Month with the City of Roanoke. Most events 
are free, and the point is to show what the Parks and 
Recreation Department brings to the community. You can 
find out more online.  

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9-Jul-21 President Joe Biden said the U.S. military mission in 
Afghanistan will conclude on Aug. 31, as the United States 
seeks to end the nearly 20-year war. President Biden said 
he didn't trust the Taliban but trusted the capacity of the 
Afghan military to defend the government. Former 
President Donald Trump had already agreed to withdraw 
U.S. troops from Afghanistan by May of this year. 



News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9-Jul-21 Elsa produced gusty winds, heavy rain, and isolated 
tornadoes across parts of southeast Georgia and the 
Carolinas, before pushing into the Mid-Atlantic and the 
Northeast. Elsa will now move near the northeastern 
United States and will head out to sea by tonight into 
tomorrow morning. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9-Jul-21 Lynchburg City Schools says a large shortage of bus drivers 
is to blame for adjusting school start and end times. Those 
changes stem from a shortage of about 20 bus drivers. 
Currently they say they’re exploring options to help attract 
more drivers. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9-Jul-21 A father and son pair from Roanoke, Andrew and Jack 
Sherman saved a man who fell overboard while 
vacationing in Wilmington. They initially came upon an 
unmanned boat and called the coast guard while they 
looked around the area. After 15 to 20 minutes, they 
found the man treading water and were able to bring him 
on board their boat. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9-Jul-21 Japan is set to place Tokyo under a state of emergency 
that would last through the Olympics, fearing an ongoing 
COVID-19 surge will multiply during the Games. 
Government officials proposed a plan to issue a state of 
emergency in Tokyo from next Monday to Aug. 22 and ban 
fans from attending. The Summer Olympics, already 
delayed a year by the pandemic, is set to begin July 23 and 
close Aug. 8. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9-Jul-21 Governor Ralph Northam joined Dominion Energy Virginia, 
All Points Broadband and Northern Neck Electric 
Cooperative for a groundbreaking ceremony on the 
Northern Neck. This is the start of the first phase of 
bringing internet to around 7,200 unserved households 
and businesses in King George, Northumberland, 
Richmond, and Westmoreland counties. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9-Jul-21 Gleaning for the world is hosting an August 5th American 
Red Cross Blood Drive at their Volunteer Center located on 
Stage Road in Concord. To make an appointment over the 
phone, call 434-993-3600 or visit redcrossblood.org to sign 
up.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9-Jul-21 A Christiansburg movie theater is getting a fancy new 
addition! Regal and CJ 4DPLEX announced plans for a new 
ScreenX auditorium at Regal New River Valley. ScreenX, is 
the world’s first multi-projection cinema that puts 
moviegoers right in the center of a movie by providing a 
270-degree panoramic viewing experience cexpanding the 
screen to the sidewalls of the theater. 



News 7:00/8:00 AM 12-Jul-21 Ukraine and NATO have conducted Black Sea drills 
involving dozens of warships in a two-week show of their 
strong defensive ties. The Sea Breeze 2021 maneuvers 
involved about 30 warships and 40 aircraft from NATO. 
The captain of the USS Ross, a U.S. Navy destroyer that 
took part in the drills, said the exercise was designed to 
improve how the equipment and personnel of the 
participating nations operate together. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

12-Jul-21 A statue of Confederate General Robert E. Lee was taken 
from its place in Charlottesville and moved to storage. 
Crews have also removed a statue of General Thomas 
“Stonewall” Jackson. The removal of the statues follows a 
legal fight coupled with changes in a state law that 
protected war memorials had held up the removal for 
years. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 12-Jul-21 Virginia temporarily closed admissions at five mental 
hospitals amid a staffing crisis. Behavioral Health and 
Developmental Services Commissioner says the move will 
allow hospitals to reduce the number of patients until 
there are enough employees to care for them safely. 63 
patients and employees have been seriously injured at the 
state’s mental hospitals since July 1 because of the 
shortage and there were also 108 resignations in the state 
in two weeks. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

12-Jul-21 Have you ever dreamed of becoming a beekeeper? The 
Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 
is giving out free beehives to residents across the 
commonwealth in the hopes of boosting the state’s 
pollinator population. The Beehive Distribution Program 
opens its virtual doors July 20 and any Virginian 18 or 
older, whether a longtime beekeeper or a novice, can 
apply to receive up to three per household. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 12-Jul-21 Firefighters struggled to contain a Northern California 
wildfire under blazing temperatures. About 300 miles 
northwest of the desert, along the border with Nevada, 
the largest wildfire of the year in California is happening. 
Also, a wildfire in southern Oregon doubled in size. The 
National Weather Service warned the dangerous 
conditions could cause heat-related illnesses, while 
California’s power grid operator issued a statewide Alert 
from 4 p.m. to 9 p.m. to avoid disruptions and rolling 
blackouts. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

12-Jul-21 Americans fully vaccinated against coronavirus do not 
need a booster shot at this time despite the Delta Variant. 
Experts say the delta variant spreads more easily because 
of mutations that make it better at latching onto cells in 
our bodies. The CDC estimated that the delta variant is 



now the dominant strain of coronavirus in the U.S., 
accounting for more than 51% of cases in the country. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 12-Jul-21 The United Auto Workers rejected a collective bargaining 
agreement with Volvo Trucks North America. The 
agreement was reached by both parties and is the third 
tentative agreement approved by UAW leadership, but 
rejected by UAW members. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

12-Jul-21 After a lifetime of wanting to fly in space, Virgin Galactic's 
Richard Branson was set to blast off aboard his own rocket 
ship in his boldest, grandest adventure yet. The thrill-
seeking billionaire joined five company employees also 
assigned to the test flight to the edge of space high above 
the southern desert of New Mexico. Virgin Galactic doesn't 
expect to start flying customers before next year.  

News 7:00/8:00 AM 13-Jul-21 The top U.S. commander in Afghanistan resigned at a 
ceremony in the Afghan capital taking the United States a 
step closer to ending its 20-year war. Another four-star 
general will assume authority from his U.S. post to conduct 
possible airstrikes in defense of Afghan government forces, 
at least until the U.S. withdrawal concludes on Aug. 31. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

13-Jul-21 The first payments in the Biden administration's enhanced 
child tax credits are due to start rolling out this week. 
Heads of household will receive up to $3,600 for each child 
up to six years old, and $3,000 for each six-to-17 year old. 
Half of that credit can be claimed when filing income taxes 
for the year, but the other half will be paid in monthly 
installments through the end of the year. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 13-Jul-21 There will be another vote on a proposed employment 
agreement between United Auto Workers and Volvo 
Trucks North America tomorrow between 6:30 a.m. and 
5:30 p.m. This comes after members of UAW rejected the 
third tentative agreement approved by UAW leadership. 
Right now, the union remains on strike. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

13-Jul-21 Cars in Christiansburg hit the brakes to raise funds to build 
beds for children in need. Nearly 50 cars popped open 
their hoods as Gearheads for a cause partnered with Sleep 
in Heavenly Peace to help provide children a warm bed at 
night. In nearly one year, the nonprofit has built and 
delivered 150 beds. 



News 7:00/8:00 AM 13-Jul-21 The Miami-Dade Fire Rescue in bid farewell to the Israel 
Defense Forces delegation as they began their journey 
home following their assistance with search, rescue, and 
recovery efforts at the Tower building collapse in Surfside, 
Florida. They were given a water salute send off at the 
airport after the unit was given the Key to the County, and 
were made honorary commanders of the fire department. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

13-Jul-21 Governor Ralph Northam announced that 34 small 
technology-focused businesses in Virginia will receive a 
total of $3.4 million through the Commonwealth 
Commercialization Fund grants. The grants will 
commercialize research in an array of sectors: agricultural 
and environmental technologies, autonomous systems, 
clean energy, cybersecurity, data analytics, life sciences, 
and space and satellites. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 13-Jul-21 Naval Air Station Oceana says it’s ready to welcome the 
public once again when it hosts its annual air show this 
September. This year’s air show is on Sept. 18 and 19 and 
features the return of the Navy’s Blue Angels. The “Blues 
Are Back” theme highlights the Blue Angels’ 75th 
anniversary and first year flying the F/A-18 Super Hornet. 
The event is free, and the schedule will be available soon. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

14-Jul-21 Airport officials facing jet fuel shortages are concerned 
they’ll have to wave off planes and helicopters that drop 
fire retardants during what could be an aggressive wildfire 
season in the west. Jet fuel demand declined sharply, and 
supply chains shriveled during the coronavirus pandemic. 
It's not clear if supplies and delivery systems can be 
bolstered in time for this wildfire season to avoid potential 
problems. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 14-Jul-21 General Motors is recalling more than 400,000 pickup 
trucks in the U.S. because the side air bags can explode 
without warning. The recall covers certain 2015 and 2016 
Chevrolet and GMC Sierra 1500, 2500, and 3500 trucks. 
Dealers will replace both side air bag modules and owners 
will be notified starting Aug. 16. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

14-Jul-21 For those with an appetite for helping their community, 
Meals on Wheels of Greater Lynchburg is constantly on the 
go meeting area residents’ nutritional needs. During the 
year, more than 1,000 volunteers help get the meals to 
those in need, especially those who can’t get out of their 
homes, and more are needed because the organization 
grew 31% last year. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 14-Jul-21 A father-daughter duo from Roanoke wrote a children’s 
book inspired by Smith Mountain Lake, but they need the 
community’s help to get it published. The book, which is 
titled “Rae’s Lake Day” has raised nearly $2,800 of the 



$4,000 goal. If you want to contribute to the project, you 
can donate online. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

14-Jul-21 Business news network CNBC named Virginia this year’s 
“Top State for Business”. With previous wins in 2007, 
2009, 2011 and 2019, Virginia surpassed Texas for most 
years at the top of the ranking. The network’s 
methodology scores the states in ten categories, and 
North Carolina finished right behind Virginia at number 2.  

News 7:00/8:00 AM 14-Jul-21 Governor Ralph Northam wants to use $353 million in 
federal American Rescue Plan funding to help Virginia’s 
small businesses. Northam announced the budget 
proposal at the Virginia Beach Oceanfront, which features 
many businesses in the tourism and hospitality industry hit 
hard by the pandemic. Northam is proposing a $250 
million investment in the Rebuild VA program, $50 million 
for Virginia Tourism Corporation initiatives and $53 million 
for additional small business aid. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

14-Jul-21 The ‘We Recover Group’ is a Lynchburg non-profit, helping 
recovering addicts and they’re now renovating a donated 
school bus to use for outreach. They are looking to raise 
$10,000 to complete the bus and install more comfortable 
seating, a workstation, air conditioning, and a food 
warming station. During the winter months, they plan to 
provide hot meals to those with housing insecurity. The 
group also looks forward to hosting peer support groups 
and training on-the-go. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 14-Jul-21 Another gas station is coming to Timberlake Road in 
Lynchburg on the piece of land beside Brookville High 
School. That land will soon be home to a 7-Eleven and the 
project is expected to be complete by end of October. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

15-Jul-21 Senate Democrats announced that they'd reached a 
budget agreement of $3.5 trillion over the coming decade, 
paving the way for resources into climate change, health 
care and family-service programs sought by President Joe 
Biden. The accord marks a major step in the push to meet 
Biden’s goal of bolstering an economy that was hurt by the 
pandemic and setting it on course for long-term growth. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 15-Jul-21 General Motors is telling owners of some older Chevrolet 
Bolts to park them outdoors and not charge them 
overnight because two of the electric cars caught fire after 
recall repairs were made. The company said the request 
covers 2017 through 2019 Bolts that were part of a group 
that was recalled earlier due to fires in the batteries. Each 
Bolt has 288 battery cells, and engineers are working to 
analyze data from those cells. 



News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

15-Jul-21 Save the date, the Virginia Commonwealth Games kicks off 
at Liberty University July 23rd and runs through the 25th. 
Going into its 32nd year, the annual event is open to all 
ages and skill levels and offers sports competition venues 
for 45+ different sports. With the tagline of "Inspiring 
wellness & competition," the Games represent the true 
spirit of amateur athletics. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 15-Jul-21 The biggest event of the summer is back at the Campbell 
County Public Library! Their Street Fair in Rustburg is 
celebrating the "tale" end of summer from 10am- 2pm 
with activities and vendors outdoors. This event is tons of 
fun for the whole family and all ages are welcome. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

15-Jul-21 Town officials are hosting another beach restoration on a 
beach in Nags Head’s between late spring and early fall 
2022. The restoration will be from Jennette’s Pier to Nags 
Head’s corporate limits near Cape Hatteras National 
Seashore. Residents can view a construction schedule map 
that will be posted on the Beach Restoration Project 
website in the spring of 2022 which will be updated daily 
to provide the latest beach closure information. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 15-Jul-21 Every city vehicle in Chesapeake will soon feature the 
phrase “In God We Trust.” The proposal went before City 
Council and was approved unanimously. It is expected to 
cost an estimated $87,000 to complete. The phrase has 
been the official motto of the United States since 1956. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

15-Jul-21 The Campbell County Sheriff's Office is encouraging you to 
be on alert when it comes to paying at the pump after 
reports of card skimmers at gas stations in the area. A 
Sergeant with the Campbell County Sheriff's Office says 
you should check to make sure the security seal isn't 
broken or go inside and use cash or credit there and 
choose credit, not debit at the pump. Getting caught using 
a skimmer, is a class one misdemeanor and punishable by 
up to a year in jail. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 15-Jul-21 Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles is adding 38 
locations which will be creating 39,000 additional testing 
appointment opportunities. The DMV also plans to resume 
the traditional testing process, which allows an applicant 
to operate a vehicle on the road with an examiner sitting 
beside them. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 16-Jul-21 The number of Americans applying for unemployment 
benefits has reached its lowest level since the pandemic, 
evidence that the U.S. economy and job market are 
rebounding. Many have predicted that the economy will 
expand this year by roughly 7%, which would be the most 
growth since 1984. 



News 7:30/8:30 AM 16-Jul-21 United Auto Workers members at Volvo’s New River Valley 
plant in Dublin voted again on a contract they rejected last 
week, deciding to ratify the common overall agreement 
and hourly agreement, as well as suspend the strike. The 
workers had been on strike since April, but with this new 
agreement members are set to return to work on their 
Sunday and Monday shifts. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 16-Jul-21 For the first time, a female sailor has successfully 
completed the grueling 37-week training course to 
become a Naval Special Warfare combat crewman, the 
boat operators who transport Navy SEALs and conduct 
their own classified missions at sea. She was one of 17 
sailors to graduate and the first of 18 women who have 
tried out to succeed.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

16-Jul-21 Fire crews responded to the scene of a possible explosion 
at a hospital in Roanoke associated with ongoing 
construction activities. A spokesperson for Carilion said a 
worker at the Crystal Spring Tower construction site was 
testing the pressure of a pipe when the pipe failed. That 
worker was injured and is receiving treatment; there's no 
further information. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 16-Jul-21 The State Department will offer rewards up to $10 million 
for information leading to the identification of anyone 
engaged in foreign cyber activity against critical U.S. 
infrastructure, including ransomware attacks. The Biden 
administration is also launching the website “stop 
ransomware.gov” to offer resources for countering the 
threat and building more resilience into networks. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

16-Jul-21 Johnson & Johnson is recalling five of its sunscreen 
products after some samples were found to contain low 
levels of benzene, a chemical that can cause cancer with 
repeated exposure. The affected products, packaged in 
aerosol cans, are Aveeno Protect + Refresh aerosol 
sunscreen, and four Neutrogena sunscreen versions: Beach 
Defense, CoolDry Sport, Invisible Daily Defense and 
UltraSheer aerosol sunscreen. The recall includes all can 
sizes and all levels of SPF.  

News 7:00/8:00 AM 16-Jul-21 Lynchburg City Council has ended the local state of 
emergency that was put in place over a year ago due to 
COVID-19. Officials say this decision will not affect federal 
funding at this point. There is no impact on local 
businesses or the community currently. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

16-Jul-21 For about two weeks, members of Virginia Task Force 2 
have been in south Florida helping with response efforts to 
the Surfside, Fla., condo collapse. This week they 
completed their journey back home to Virginia Beach. The 
Virginia Beach-based search and rescue team was divided 



into two 35-person teams to work 24-hour operations, 
with each team working 12-hour shifts. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 19-Jul-21 A rapidly growing wildfire south of Lake Tahoe jumped a 
highway, prompting more evacuation orders and the 
cancellation of an extreme bike ride through the Sierra 
Nevada as wildfire weather continues for the coming days. 
Several communities in the area have been evacuated and 
all riders were ordered to clear the area causing thousands 
of bikers and spectators to be stranded in the small town. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

19-Jul-21 The Virginia State Police hosted a "Ride 2 Save Lives" 
course at Lakeside Baptist Church after an alarmingly high 
rate of motorcycle fatalities across the commonwealth this 
summer. So far 21 motorcycle riders have passed away on 
Virginia roadways in just seven weeks. This course is 
designed to help motorcycle drivers hone their skills, and 
decrease the risk of accidents. You can visit the Virginia 
State Police Eventbrite Page to find an upcoming class near 
you. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 19-Jul-21 HumanKind is asking for donations from the community 
for their "First Night Bags" program, which provides 
essential items for children on their first night in foster 
care. The bags contain toothbrushes, toothpaste, pajamas, 
and other essentials. The greatest donation need right now 
is for toys, like footballs or stuffed animals, or for baby 
items, such as diapers and wipes. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

19-Jul-21 During the pandemic, parks and outdoor venues gained 
more attraction, but the increase in visitors also means 
more trash is being left behind. That’s why a dozen 
Roanoke residents signed up to help the environment by 
picking up trash at Washington Park and Lick Run 
Greenway. In three hours, the volunteers collected about 
10 full bags of trash. The next cleanup day will be at 
Wasena Park this week. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 19-Jul-21 The Biden administration lashed out at Iran for delaying 
nuclear talks. So far talks in Vienna can not resume until 
Iran’s president-elect is inaugurated in early August. The 
U.S. has repeatedly said it is ready as soon as Iran is ready 
while also calling for the immediate release of American 
citizens detained in Iran. 



News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

19-Jul-21 Several local athletes are excited to get back to their sports 
through Special Olympics Virginia. For more than a year 
the pandemic has limited in-person activities for them, but 
now 4 local athletes are headed to the 2022 Special 
Olympics USA Games! They will be among the more than 
5,500 athletes competing next year in Orlando.  Joshua 
and Josh will compete in track and field, while Ashley and 
Christopher will compete in bowling. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 19-Jul-21 Starting soon, if you take a job in the tourism industry in 
Virginia Beach, you could be eligible for a $1,000 bonus. 
The Hampton Roads Workforce Council is starting a back-
to-work program to try to incentivize would-be-workers to 
fill the thousands of open positions. This week, a $100,000 
marketing campaign will kick off to try and reach 
applicants in the hospitality industry. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

19-Jul-21 Eastern Virginia Medical School is hosting 29 high school 
students for a two-week camp to introduce them to a 
myriad of medical professions. The students from 
Portsmouth and the Eastern Shore are getting hands-on 
experience as virtual surgeons. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 20-Jul-21 Everyone over the age of 2 should wear a face mask inside 
schools, regardless of vaccination status, according to the 
American Academy of Pediatrics. The group said it’s 
because a significant portion of the student population is 
not eligible for the COVID-19 vaccines. At this time, the 
Pfizer vaccine is the only one authorized for use for 
children as young as 12. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

20-Jul-21 Canada announced that it will begin letting fully vaccinated 
U.S. citizens into the country on Aug. 9, and those from the 
rest of the world on Sept. 7. The 14-day quarantine 
requirement will be waived for eligible travelers who are 
currently residing in the United States and have received a 
full course of a COVID-19 vaccine. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 7/20/2021 Several intersections in Lynchburg shut down yesterday 
due to a natural gas leak. The Lynchburg Department of 
Emergency Services said the intersections of Fourth and 
Federal, Fifth and Federal, and Fifth and Monroe were 
closed, and motorist were asked to avoid the area while 
crews handled the gas leak. Thankfully no one was injured, 
and the cause of the gas leak is being investigated by the 
Lynchburg Fire Marshal. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

7/20/2021 The Virginia Zoo in Norfolk is celebrating the birth of its 
first ever southern white rhinoceros. The male baby, which 
measured around 125 pounds and 22 inches in height, is 
bonding with its mom. The baby will continue to stay 
indoors and be monitored for several weeks, but in the 
meantime, the zoo is auctioning off naming rights for the 



baby to raise funds for rhino conservation. You can place 
bids on the calf’s name through July 30. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 7/20/2021 Pacific Gas & Electric equipment may have been involved 
in the start of the big fire burning in the Sierra Nevada. 
PG&E said a repair man responding to a circuit outage 
spotted blown fuses in a conductor atop a pole, a tree 
leaning into the conductor and fire at the base of the tree. 
PG&E equipment has repeatedly been linked to several 
major wildfires out west. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

7/20/2021 As coronavirus cases decrease, Virginians are eager to get 
out of the house and enjoy the summer season. As a 
result, more pedestrians are out along streets and 
sidewalks which means there is a higher chance of 
pedestrians being struck by a vehicle. To help spread a 
safety message, the DMV has launched a campaign urging 
pedestrians to thoroughly check that the way is clear 
before crossing the street. The motto of the campaign, 
which will run through Aug. 8 is “If you don’t know, don’t 
go.”  

News 7:00/8:00 AM 7/20/2021 Stuck in traffic waiting for a train to pass? Now, you’ll get a 
20-minute heads-up! Thanks to a new text alert, Hampton 
Roads residents will now be able to get a warning before a 
train passes in the area.  To subscribe, text NFK Train to 
888-777.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

7/20/2021 Two-way traffic will be returning to Main Street and 
Church Street in Downtown Lynchburg for the first time in 
decades. Lynchburg City Council adopted the 2040 
Downtown Master Plan in 2018, and now the transition 
from one-way to two-way streets will take place in three 
phases. The new design is aimed to create a downtown 
environment more comfortable for pedestrians. The first 
phase of the project will take place the week of July 26, 
where Main Street will become two-way between Fifth 
Street and 11th Street. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 7/21/2021 The Biden administration said it would evacuate about 
2,500 Afghans who worked for the U.S. government and 
their families to a military base in Virginia pending 
approval of their visas. They will be housed at the Fort Lee 
Army base south of Richmond starting next week and then 
they will begin relocating them under an initiative known 
as “Operation Allies Refuge.” This group is just a small 
portion of those seeking refuge in the United States. 



News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

7/21/2021 Students across Virginia experienced what it's like to work 
for the FBI as part of the FBI Outreach Program. The FBI 
branch in Richmond hosted 25 students for the teen 
academy. Teens heard presentations from recruiters, civil 
rights and intel programmers, as well as saw 
demonstrations from SWAT and bomb techs. FBI leaders 
said they will be accepting applications for next year's 
program soon. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 7/21/2021 The Coast Guard and other rescue crews are searching for 
two after a reported helicopter crash in the Albemarle 
Sound. The two men aboard had planned to land at the 
Dare County Regional Airport after taking off from the 
Mecklenburg Brunswick Airport. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

7/21/2021 The Hill City Master Gardeners from Lynchburg, harvested 
crops for organizations in need. The event, Dig For 
Lynchburg, took place at the Davis Instructional Garden 
where the plots go to support charities such as Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors and the Daily Bread. In 2020, Master 
Gardeners provided over 1,400 pounds of produce to 
organizations in need.  

News 7:00/8:00 AM 7/21/2021 Governor Ralph Northam is set to announce the mask 
policy for the upcoming school year this week. The current 
mask mandate, which requires everyone inside Virginia 
schools to wear a mask regardless of vaccination status, is 
set to expire this week. The policy for the upcoming school 
year will likely align with the CDC’s current guidelines, 
which suggests unvaccinated students and staff members 
over the age of two to wear a mask. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

7/21/2021 Several Ford vehicle models are under recall due to issues 
that can increase the risk of a crash. Ford F-350 Super 
Duty’s are being recalled, notifications will start the week 
of August 16, Ford Explorers are also being recalled and 
those owners will be notified starting the week of August 
23 and Lincoln Aviator owners will be notified starting on 
the week of July 30. Various remedies will be undertaken, 
depending on the situation. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 7/21/2021 The City of Roanoke and the City of Salem are bridging the 
gap on the Roanoke River Greenway. A new bridge was 
built over Barnhardt Creek. The bridge now connects you 
with two miles of uninterrupted trails and links Salem and 
Roanoke through the greenway. They say they’re working 
on adding more miles to the trail this Fall.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

7/21/2021 Sinkland Farms is known for its pumpkin festival in the fall, 
now they’re bringing a sunflower festival to the New River 
Valley. The early bird special begins today. Your ticket gets 
you in and a sunflower of your own. Then, you can explore 



the eight acres of sunflowers that feature 20 varieties. The 
festival goes until Sunday, Aug. 8. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 7/22/2021 Wildfires in the American West are still burning and are 
creating hazy skies across the country. The fires have also 
grown on both sides of California’s Sierra Nevada causing 
the evacuations of several communities with no 
containment in sight. Our air quality along the east coast is 
moderate, so there’s not much of an impact here, but it is 
at an unhealthy level for sensitive groups. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

7/22/2021 The the 2021 Virginia March for Life is happening on 
September 17, in Richmond. Marchers will make their 
voices heard at the steps of the state capitol on behalf of 
unborn children. The third annual Virginia March for Life 
will start with a rally at the State Capitol at 12:00 p.m., 
followed by a march at 1:00 p.m. More details, including a 
list of speakers, to be announced soon.   

News 7:00/8:00 AM 7/22/2021 Ford and a self-driving vehicle company will join with the 
Lyft to offer autonomous rides on the Lyft network. The 
service will begin in Miami later this year and start in 
Austin, Texas, in 2022 initially with human backup drivers. 
Then it will go fully autonomous sometime after that. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

7/22/2021 The Corolla Wild Horse Fund has welcomed a new foal. 
The 8th foal named Brio has been seen by a local vet and 
looks healthy. His name means vitality and spirit. He is 
brother to Betsy, who was born in April with similar white 
socks. The wild horse fund says the entire family is doing 
well and asks visitors to give them space. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 7/22/2021 The State Department has confirmed that approximately 
2,500 Afghans who aided the U.S. war effort and their 
families will be temporarily housed at a U.S. army base in 
Fort Lee, Virginia. There are still many questions regarding 
timing of the relocation and the legal status of these 
individuals. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

7/22/2021 The order that required mask-wearing in schools will not 
be renewed, and the decision on mask requirements will 
be made on the local level at each of the state’s 132 school 
divisions. Virginia leaders recommend that elementary 
schools should require everyone to wear masks indoors, 
regardless of vaccination status, until vaccination is 
available for children under 12 and at a minimum, middle 
and high schools should require those who are not fully 
vaccinated to wear masks indoors. 



News 7:00/8:00 AM 7/22/2021 North Carolina will require all students and teachers in 
kindergarten through eighth grade to wear masks indoors 
when they return to the classroom next month. 
Unvaccinated teachers and students at the high school 
level will also have to mask up. Governor Roy Cooper 
announced the news as the state reported more than 
1,400 new cases and almost 700 in the hospital as the 
delta variant spreads. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
am 

7/22/2021 The Greater Lynchburg Transit Company wants the 
community to know about a few route changes coming 
soon. Routes 1B, 3A, 3B and 5 will undergo a few minor 
changes that will start in mid-August and into the fall. 
There are three information sessions for Lynchburg 
residents, Monday, the 26th, from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m., and 
then again from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m., and the last one on 
Wednesday, the 28th, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 7/23/2021 The Olympics start today amid rising covid cases in Japan. 
There are no fans allowed at the Olympics and even the 
athletes families have had to stay behind. The United 
States is sending a totally of 821 athletes to compete and 
every state except North Dakota and Wyoming is sending 
at least one athlete to represent the country. California is 
sending the most with 150 athletes, and Virginia is sending 
18, while North Carolina is sending 19. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

7/23/2021 Mercedes said that from 2025 on all newly launched 
vehicle architectures will be electric only, referring to 
mechanical structures that can be shared among different 
models. The company has said that its model lineup will be 
climate neutral by 2039 throughout its chain of production 
but had not specified any date for halting sales of internal 
combustion engines. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 7/23/2021 Three community colleges in Virginia have received new 
names. John Tyler Community College will become 
Brightpoint Community College and Lord Fairfax 
Community College will become Laurel Ridge Community 
College. In addition, Patrick Henry Community College will 
add an ampersand in its name and will now be referred to 
as Patrick & Henry Community College to recognize the 
counties that it serves. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

7/23/2021 The U.S. Coast Guard has suspended its search along the 
North Carolina coast for a helicopter with two men aboard 
that disappeared near Albemarle Sound during a flight 
from Virginia. Coast Guard personnel and partner agencies 
searched a combined area of over 3,000 miles over 38 
hours. 



News 7:00/8:00 AM 7/23/2021 Top health experts said full FDA approval of the COVID-19 
shots could make it easier to enforce vaccination 
mandates. The three vaccines have emergency use 
authorization right now, but full approval would remove 
certain legal barriers for businesses to require the COVID 
shots. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

7/23/2021 Gleaning For The World will be hosting an American Red 
Cross blood drive on Thursday, August 5, from 2pm to 
6pm. With the current blood supply shortage, the 
American Red Cross wants everyone to know that every 
day, blood donors help patients of all ages. In fact, every 
two seconds, someone in the U.S. needs blood. Registering 
for your appointment is easy at redcrossblood.org. or you 
can call 434-993-3600 to set up an appointment over the 
phone. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 7/23/2021 911 was down for many yesterday in Campbell County. 
Campbell County Public Safety said all service to 911 and 
non-emergency phone lines was disrupted. No further 
details were immediately made available. When that 
happens, you should still be able to get through via text.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

7/23/2021 What’s that awful smell, it’s not Bradford pear trees, it’s 
the “corpse flower,” described as one of the biggest, 
smelliest flowers, and it’s blooming at NC State University. 
Its third bloom is expected in the next five days. When it 
does, it will last for 24 to 36 hours. The aroma has been 
compared to rotten meat or dead shrimp, hence the 
“corpse flower” nickname. You can view or smell the plant 
by appointment only.  

News 7:00/8:00 AM 7/26/2021 Pandemic restrictions on Florida-based cruise ships are no 
longer in place. The CDC said keeping the rules in place 
would prevent future COVID-19 outbreaks on ships that 
are vulnerable to the spread of the virus because of their 
close quarters and frequent stops at foreign ports, but as 
of now those restrictions are no longer in place. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

7/26/2021 It’s been two weeks since staff at Catawba Hospital were 
able to take a new patient. Catawba Hospital is one of five 
across the state that is currently unable to take new 
patients because of staffing issues. Right now, the hospital 
is down about 30 positions, and they are going to have 
several job fairs in the future, one of which is next month. 
They also plan on contracting workers to help temporarily 
cover unfilled positions. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 7/26/2021 Roanoke community leaders announced that they will host 
their first weapon buyback program to get weapons off the 
street. You will be able to exchange your unwanted 
firearm for grocery store gift cards. The first event is set for 



August 21 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m in the parking lot of the 
Lawson Building off Gainsboro Road.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

7/26/2021 The location of Ocracoke Island at the Outer Banks creates 
issues getting much-needed supplies to the island. 
However, that might be changing thanks to delivery 
drones. North Carolina Department of Transportation’s 
Division of Aviation has completed two successful trial 
flights of a delivery drone from Hatteras to Ocracoke 
Island. The drones can carry up to five pounds. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 7/26/2021 Out-of-state crews headed to Montana to battle a blaze 
that injured five firefighters as the West is still struggling 
with a series of fires that have destroyed homes. Progress 
is being made on the nation's largest blaze, the Bootleg 
Fire in Oregon, but additional mandatory evacuations have 
been ordered.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

7/26/2021 There are more than 700 structurally flawed bridges in 
Virginia, according to the Department of Transportation. 
Underfunding has prevented significant progress on bridge 
rehabilitation in the past, so if passed in its current form, a 
new bill would provide $579 billion nationwide for various 
infrastructure priorities, including roads, bridges, water, 
sewer, and broadband.  

News 7:00/8:00 AM 7/26/2021 Four Virginia Beach Police officers were awarded the Law 
Enforcement Congressional Badge of Bravery for their 
actions during the May 31, 2019, incident at the Virginia 
Beach municipal center that took the lives of 12. 
Created by Congress in 2008 to honor acts of bravery 
performed by federal, state, and local law enforcement 
officers, only 204 others have been given out across the 
country. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

7/26/2021 During the pandemic, a nonprofit struggled to fix dozens of 
homes for families in Floyd County, but a partnership is 
making a dent in the county’s housing crisis. Last spring, 
the nonprofit had a list of 32 home repair projects, but 
those efforts were put on hold with the pandemic. Habitat 
for Humanity New River Valley has offered their 
assistance, and together, the two organizations were able 
to complete 13 projects and refer the rest to other local 
agencies. 



News 7:00/8:00 AM 7/27/2021 The United States will keep existing COVID-19 travel 
restrictions on international travel in place for now due to 
concerns about the surging infection rate because of the 
delta variant. President Joe Biden said that he was 
considering how soon the U.S. could lift the ban on 
European travel bound for the U.S., but the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention advised Americans against 
travel to the United Kingdom due to a surge in cases there. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

7/27/2021 The Department of Veterans Affairs became the first major 
federal agency to require health care workers to get 
COVID-19 vaccines, as the delta variant spreads and some 
communities report troubling increases in hospitalizations 
among those unvaccinated. Employees will have eight 
weeks to get vaccinated. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 7/27/2021 Gleaning For The World is about to get a lot of potatoes. 
Tomorrow afternoon from 1pm - 4pm they need 
volunteers to help pack them at their headquarters on 
Stage Rd. in Concord. To volunteer you can call or email. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

7/27/2021 "Brood X" Cicadas might be basically gone, but now there's 
a new cicada in town. 
The so-called "dog-day cicada" pops up annually during 
mid-summer and is being spotted right now in Maryland. 
It's distinguished by its bright-green coloring, with big 
black eyes, see-through wings, and louder noise that other 
cicadas. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 7/27/2021 As the CDC announced the highly contagious Delta variant 
represented more than 80 percent of COVID cases in the 
country Virginia health experts predicted the Delta variant 
would soon become the dominant strain in the state as 
well. The VDH reported more than 99 percent of those 
testing positive in the state were unvaccinated or not fully 
vaccinated.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

7/27/2021 Governor Ralph Northam is proposing Virginia give schools 
another $250 million in federal pandemic relief money to 
help pay for heating and air conditioning upgrades. The 
General Assembly, which must sign off on the governor’s 
proposals, will consider this plan and others on how to 
spend stimulus payments in a special session that starts 
next week. The state expects more than $4.3 billion 
through the American Rescue Plan. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 7/27/2021 Several campers from Richmond’s Battery Park headed to 
York River State Park. The excursion was made possible by 
the Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation’s 
$20,000 grant from the Virginia Outdoors Foundation, 
dedicated to transporting youth from Richmond to parks 
across the state.  During the rest of the summer, six 



Virginia state parts will host about 380 campers and 
introduce them to outdoor activities.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

7/27/2021 The Minority Veterans of America group made a stop at 
Diversity Richmond to help those who sacrificed so much 
to serve and protect our country. The group handed out 
non-perishable food, fresh fruit and vegetables as well as 
hygiene kits to veterans and their families as part of the 
MVA's Supply Drop Tour which has helped more than 250 
veterans. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 7/28/2021 The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reversed 
course recommending that even those vaccinated return 
to wearing masks indoors in parts of the U.S. where the 
coronavirus is surging. Citing new information about the 
ability of the delta variant to spread among the vaccinated, 
the CDC also recommended indoor masks for all teachers, 
staff, students, and visitors to schools, regardless of 
vaccination status. Still most new infections in the U.S. 
continue to be among unvaccinated.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

7/28/2021 If you need a job several downtown Lynchburg businesses 
are hiring. Positions range from restaurants to retail, and a 
small pool of applicants paired with a growing list of open 
positions in Downtown Lynchburg has left businesses 
struggling to find workers. Some businesses have even 
been forced to close extra days.  

News 7:00/8:00 AM 7/28/2021 At least 13 organizations have expressed interest in 
acquiring two statues of Confederate generals removed 
from downtown Charlottesville parks. Museums, 
battlefields, and historical sites in Virginia and beyond 
expressed interest in the statues of Gen. Robert E. Lee and 
Gen. Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson that were removed 
earlier this month. The city also received at least 18 
expressions of interest from private citizens across the 
country.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

7/28/2021 Tonight, two meteor showers are peaking and lighting up 
the night sky. According to the American Meteorological 
Society, one is known for shooting about five bright 
fireballs into the night sky per hour. The best time to see 
the meteors is midnight in a location that has a full sky 
view and not much light. 



News 7:00/8:00 AM 7/28/2021 Well, what could go wrong with an Olympics already 
delayed a year by covid, and a games with no fans allowed. 
Now athletes are facing a tropical storm. Even though the 
storm is forecast to go further north, it’s expected to make 
things wet and windy in Tokyo. Some competitions have 
still been impacted because of the potential for high wind 
and rain such as archery, rowing and sailing events that 
were moved to later in the week. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

7/28/2021 Virginia Diner is set to invest over $4.5 million to nearly 
double the production of its iconic gourmet peanuts. Since 
1929, the iconic landmark is known for its restaurant on 
Route 460 in Wakefield and its line of gourmet seasoned 
peanuts, snack mixes, peanut brittles, and other candies. 
Virginia Diner roasts an average of 4,200 pounds of 
peanuts per day and more than 7,000 pounds per day 
during peak holiday season. As part of this expansion, the 
company will create 16 new jobs and commit to sourcing 
100 percent of its peanut purchases from Virginia.  

News 7:00/8:00 AM 7/28/2021 The N.C. Department of Transportation’s Ferry Division is 
suspending its Currituck-Knotts Island service from July 27-
30. NCDOT officials say it’s to alleviate the staffing 
shortage at the Hatteras terminal which is the ferry 
system’s busiest summertime route. The Currituck-Knotts 
Island route will resume its scheduled service on July 31.     

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

7/28/2021 A mentorship program in Danville continues to grow, all 
while working to keep at-risk teens out of trouble. The 
program is called "Project Imagine” and it was started in 
2018. It teaches things that most take for granted, and as 
the teens learn, they develop confidence, which helps 
them make better choices.  

News 7:00/8:00 AM 7/29/2021 Google is another major corporation to require employees 
to get vaccinated. Right now, they are postponing a return 
to the office for most workers until mid-October and 
rolling out a policy that will eventually require everyone to 
be vaccinated to fight the spread of the Delta variant.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

7/29/2021 As Virginia lawmakers prepare to make plans on how to 
spend more than $4 billion in federal coronavirus relief 
funds, Portsmouth’s mayor has a suggestion: pay down the 
tolls. Specifically, he wants the state to at the very least 
reduce the tolls of the Downtown and Midtown Tunnels 
between Portsmouth and Norfolk. 

News 7:00/8:00M AM 7/29/2021 Walmart said will soon begin paying 100% tuition and book 
fees for its employees attending classes at a select handful 
of universities. That means that all 1.5 million Walmart and 
Sam's Club employees will be eligible to earn college 
degrees from 10 academic institutions at the company's 
total expense. 



News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

7/29/2021 McCormick & Company, is initiating a voluntary recall of 
McCormick Perfect Pinch Italian Seasoning, Culinary Italian 
Seasoning and Frank’s RedHot Buffalo Ranch Seasoning 
due to possible contamination with Salmonella. You’re 
asked to dispose of the recalled product and its container.  

News 7:00/8:00 AM 7/29/2021 The effectiveness of the Pfizer vaccine remains protective 
for at least six months after the second dose. The findings 
are one piece of evidence that U.S. health authorities will 
consider in deciding if and when booster doses might be 
needed. Pfizer and its German partner BioNTech have said 
they do plan to seek authorization for boosters. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

7/29/2021 Governor Ralph Northam announced that the 
Commonwealth will commit $485 million in federal and 
state funding to improve Virginia’s behavioral health 
system. With the funding, Northam hopes to target three 
main areas: state mental health hospitals, community-
based services and substance abuse treatment and 
prevention programs. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 7/29/2021 The United Way of Greater Richmond is hosting eight 
kindergarten countdown camps this summer. The 
expansion of the 2019 pilot program prepares very young 
children and their parents for kindergarten. It’s a free 
summer learning program for rising kindergarten students 
with limited or no preschool experience. The kids get 
breakfast and lunch, a new book each week and a 
backpack full of school supplies. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

7/29/2021 Fifteen projects addressing food insecurity throughout 
Virginia will receive more than $600,000 of the Virginia 
Food Access Investment Fund grants. The fund is about 
addressing the root causes of low food access and helps 
support the expansion of grocery stores, and small food 
retailers that will increase food access in underserved 
communities.  

News 7:00/8:00 AM 7/30/2021 U.S. regulators have made it easier to get a cheaper, near 
brand-name insulin at the drugstore. The move by the 
Food and Drug Administration will allow pharmacists to 
automatically substitute the cheaper version, just as they 
do with generic pills for other kinds of drugs. Depending 
on the pharmacy, injector pens cost about $150 to $190 
without insurance for a typical month’s supply, compared 
to $340 to $520 for the same supply of brand-names. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

7/30/2021 As the delta variant continues to spread Governor Ralph 
Northam said that a mask requirement is not returning to 
Virginia, but he is encouraging all Virginians to wear masks 
indoors. He is also recommending that everyone get 
vaccinated to end the pandemic.  



News 7:00/8:00 AM 7/30/2021 The two-year project to reconstruct Lynchburg's Main 
Street is over, and two-way traffic will begin today. The 
Main Street Renewal Project started in September 2019 
and has finally ended. This is the first time Main Street will 
have a two-way traffic since 1954. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

7/30/2021 BMX Freestyler Justin Dowell from Virginia Beach will be 
competing when BMX Freestyle makes its Olympic debut 
at 9:10 p.m. tonight. A Princess Anne High graduate, 
Dowell, who’s 21, is expected to contend for a medal in 
Saturday’s final, also at 9:10 p.m. Dowell previously won 
the world championship in 2019.  

News 7:00/8:00 AM 7/30/2021 President Joe Biden announced that millions of federal 
workers must show proof of vaccination or submit to 
regular testing, social distancing, masking and travel 
restrictions. The new guidance is not a vaccine mandate 
and that those who decide not to get vaccinated aren’t at 
risk of being fired, but they will have to wear masks and be 
tested regularly. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

7/30/2021 There may be unclaimed money be owed to you. The 
North Carolina state treasurer’s office said last year, the 
average North Carolinian received $563 in unclaimed 
money. You can search online to see if you are owed cash, 
and under a new program called NC Cash Match the 
treasurer’s office will automatically send checks up to 
$5,000 to those searching computer records for unclaimed 
money. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 7/30/2021 Virginia health officials are warning you and your pets to 
avoid swimming or wading in the James River after 
hundreds of thousands of gallons of sewage spilled from a 
Goochland County sewer line into the river. Swallowing 
contaminated water from the river could cause illnesses 
and infections of the ears, nose, throat, and skin. Right 
now, there's no impact on drinking water. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

7/30/2021 The Downtown Lynchburg Association was awarded a 
$15,000 AARP Community Challenge Grant for their 
newest placemaking project: Art Alley. DLA's Art Alley is 
one of 244 quick-action projects across the country, 
helping urban, rural, and suburban communities make 
immediate improvements and jumpstart long-term 
progress to support residents of all ages. It is scheduled for 
completion in Fall 2021. From the end of 11th Street 
between Commerce Street and the Bluffwalk.  

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/2/2021 Tenants that owe months of back rent are facing the end 
of the federal eviction suspension a move that could lead 
to millions being forced from their homes just as the highly 
contagious delta variant of the coronavirus is rapidly 



spreading. House lawmakers attempted, but failed, to pass 
a bill to extend the suspension even for a few months.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/2/2021 The Walt Disney company has joined others in requiring 
employees to get vaccinated against COVID-19. The 
company said that it will be requiring all employees in the 
U.S. who work on site to be fully vaccinated and that all 
new hires will be required to be fully vaccinated before 
starting work at the company. Guests at U.S. theme parks 
will now have to wear masks indoors as well. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/2/2021 The Appomattox County Rescue Squad is seeing an 
increase in calls and needs more volunteers to answer 
them. All those 16 or older with a minimum commitment 
of 24 hours per month can volunteer. Right now, they have 
68 volunteers and would like to get to 100. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/2/2021 A nurse from Roanoke will compete in the Ms. Wheelchair 
America competition. Ryann Kress, who is currently Ms. 
Wheelchair Virginia, will vie for the crown along with 29 
other women from across the country. Kress also works as 
a nurse to help others better understand those in the 
healthcare field with disabilities. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/2/2021 More than 200 have arrived in the United States on the 
first evacuation flight for Afghans who worked alongside 
Americans in Afghanistan. The commercial airliner landed 
at Dulles International Airport outside Washington 
bringing those to the U.S. who are farthest along in their 
visa process. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/2/2021 Ohio has planted a memorial grove of native trees in 
remembrance of those who passed away of COVID-19, and 
governors and state lawmakers nationwide are considering 
their own ways to mark the toll of the virus. Temporary 
memorials have sprung up all across the U.S.. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/2/2021 Several police departments in the Tidewater area are 
competing to recruit new officers by offering various 
incentives, such as higher starting pay, and sign-on 
bonuses. In Chesapeake, officials are looking at ways to 
also retain the officers they already have by providing 
Chesapeake police officers with a $5,000 retention bonus. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/2/2021 James City Parks and Recreation announced its packed 
August schedule which will give you the opportunity to 
participate in summer camps, health and wellness events, 
therapeutic recreation, outdoor opportunities, and social 
events. If you are 16 and older you can register for classes 
through the Parks and Recreation website. 



News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/3/2021 Lawmakers met in Richmond for a short special session to 
elect judges and adjust the state budget to account for 
billions of dollars in federal coronavirus relief money 
yesterday. This was the first time they met there in person 
since the 2020 regular session ended. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/3/2021 Get to know the police officers or sheriff deputies 
patrolling your neighborhood during National Night Out 
tonight. It is a national campaign that focuses on building a 
positive partnership between law enforcement and the 
community they serve. The way officers go about it 
depends on the agency. Check your area to see events 
near you.  

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/3/2021 The Chincoteague Volunteer Fire Company says the 
Chincoteague Island’s pony auction netted more than 
$400,000, a record for the annual event. Although the 
pandemic forced organizers to hold the auction online for 
a second year, fans still supported the auction spending 
over $400,000 including $3,200 on donated items like 
quilts and wind chimes. The money raised goes to the fire 
company, which is responsible for the ponies’ care. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/3/2021 The woman who pulled at America’s heartstrings will sadly 
not be able to return to “America’s Got Talent” this 
season. 30-year-old Jane Marczewski, who goes by the 
stage name Nightbirde, announced that since her audition 
her health has taken a turn for the worse and the fight 
with cancer is demanding all her energy and attention. 
Keep her in your prayers. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/3/2021 The nationwide eviction moratorium expired at the end of 
July and leaders at the Veterans Administration are 
concerned it will lead to a large increase in homeless 
veterans. Nearly 40,000 veterans experienced 
homelessness on any given night in 2020. One organization 
is creating tiny home villages in hopes to get veterans 
homes before evictions occur. Worry is that the eviction 
ban will cause a huge spike in homelessness all across the 
country as rents are at an all-time high.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/3/2021 The upcoming school year is quickly approaching. This 
weekend, starting Friday, is the 3-day sales tax holiday. 
During the sales tax holiday, you can buy qualifying school 
supplies tax-free. Despite most students returning to in-
person classrooms, technology will still be a staple for 
education and will be included as part of the tax-free 
weekend. 



News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/3/2021 Virginia is searching for more beekeepers in the state. 
Applications are being accepted until August 4, and you 
must live in Virginia and be 18 years or older to participate. 
If selected, you will be provided the equipment, but you 
will be responsible for purchasing the bees. Roughly 3,000 
units can be distributed and any product, like honey or 
wax, that comes from your hive would be yours to keep.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/3/2021 Chesapeake’s Michael Cherry is in the men’s 400-meter 
finals at the Tokyo Olympics. Cherry easily won his heat 
yesterday. This is the first ever Olympics for the Oscar 
Smith High alum and two-time NCAA champion. He’ll 
compete in the 400m finals on Thursday at 8 a.m.. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/4/2021 The Pentagon was put on lockdown for more than an hour 
yesterday after violence at a transit station nearby. An 
officer has lost their life and the Arlington County Fire 
Department reported multiple patients, but it wasn't 
immediately clear the extent of their injuries. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/4/2021 After more than 460 days spent helping with vaccinations, 
testing, administrative logistics and planning support, the 
Virginia National Guard has ended its COVID-19 response. 
Many of the state’s mass vaccination centers were 
operated by members of the National Guard. The 16-
month response shows the National Guard’s ability to 
respond to non-standard missions and use both military 
and civilian skills to complete the task. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/4/2021 With less than 100 days until the Virginia governor race, 
both sides of the aisle have yet to go head-to-head in a 
debate. Democratic candidate Terry McAuliffe and 
Republican candidate Glenn Youngkin have both declined 
invitations to debate at different times and locations. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/4/2021 The Salvation Army of Lynchburg is currently undergoing 
some major interior repairs. To continue helping others 
get back on their feet, workers are upgrading the 80-bed 
facility. The 21 residents who currently live there have 
been relocated to nearby agencies. They are asking for 
volunteers to help put the final touches on the rooms and 
to donate to the project that will cost around $250,000 
and last around 50 days.  

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/4/2021 For months, most employers relied on information 
campaigns, bonuses, and other incentives to encourage 
their workforces to get the COVID-19 shot. Now, a growing 
number are imposing rules to make it more tedious for 
employees to refuse. President Joe Biden announced last 
week that all federal employees and contractors must get 
vaccinated or put up with weekly testing and lose 
privileges like official travel. 



News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/4/2021 Families with elementary through high school students 
plan to spend an average of $850 on school items. 
Whether you plan to shop online or in-store or both the 
Better Business Bureau said there are ways for you to stay 
ahead. Shop at home first so you won’t buy something you 
already have or that can be used again, then make a list. 
Also look for sales, because retailers will have good deals 
to go along with the tax holiday. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/4/2021 Construction continues on a facility that will soon host 
outpatient care in Roanoke County. The soon-to-be 
Carilion Children’s Tanglewood location will serve as an 
outpatient practice for Carilion Children’s, in addition to 
other clinical services. The facility will open in early 
October. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/4/2021 One of the big stories this Olympics was gymnast Simone 
Biles withdrawing from competition due to mental health 
issues. Good news, she overcame those issues yesterday, 
coming back to compete in the balance beam competition 
and winning the bronze medal.  

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/5/2021 After a record start, followed by a near-silent July, the 
Atlantic hurricane season looks like it will be busier than 
meteorologists initially predicted. The National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration updated its outlook 
slightly increasing the number of named storms and 
hurricanes to 15 to 21 instead of the 13 to 20. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/5/2021 Lynchburg City School Board discussed its mask policy as 
kids get ready to head back to the classrooms. The School 
Board did decide to mandate masks for all students, 
faculty, staff and visitors at all grade levels in all schools to 
start the new school year. This mask policy is not for the 
entire school term as they will continue to monitor things 
daily and make changes to the protocol accordingly. 
Students go back to class next Wednesday, Aug. 11.  

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/5/2021 Heavy rain yesterday led to flooding in the Outer Banks. A 
flash flood warning was issued for southern Dare County 
and in Elizabeth City officials asked everyone to drive 
carefully due to many streets being flooded in low-lying 
areas. In Chesapeake several roads were impacted as well. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/5/2021  The Taubman Museum of Art in Salem is opening their 
new midsummer market this Friday. The Friday night event 
goes from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. and features live music, local 
vendors, and an opportunity to explore the museum’s 
galleries after dark. It’s part of their Late-Night series, 
where every first Friday of the month the museum will 
have a different evening event and theme. 



News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/5/2021 The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention issued a 
new eviction moratorium that will last until Oct. 3. The ban 
could help keep millions in their homes as the coronavirus’ 
delta variant has spread and states have been slow to 
release federal rental aid.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/5/2021 The Virginia Department of Health said it's safe to swim in 
the James River again after they issued an advisory last 
week due to a massive sewage leak in Goochland County. 
The water in the 12-mile stretch of the James that was 
affected by the leak was tested by the Virginia Department 
of Environmental Quality and the bacteria levels are back 
to acceptable levels for recreational water activities. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/5/2021 The Suffolk Police Department held a badge pinning 
ceremony at the City Council Chamber inside the City Hall, 
welcoming 10 new officers into the department. The police 
department is also looking to hire a mental health 
consultant to help officers better deal with those who 
suffer from mental illness. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/5/2021 The Lynchburg Exchange Club, a community service group, 
is discontinuing its Pancake Jamboree fundraiser. The 
fundraiser was first held in 1959 and after 60 years, the 
club stated they have decided to discontinue the event 
without going into specific details as to why. The club will 
hold a raffle fundraiser instead and tickets will be sold 
from September through October for $50. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/6/2021 Amazon has pushed back its return-to-office date for tech 
and corporate workers until January 2022 as COVID-19 
cases surge nationally due to the delta variant. Amazon 
has also said that they will not mandate employees receive 
the COVID-19 vaccine before they return to the office. The 
vast majority of Amazon’s workforce is still expected to 
show up on-site to pack boxes, sort merchandise and load 
and unload trucks at Amazon warehouses. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/6/2021 Kroger Health announced a partnership with Lyft, provide 
access to discounted rides to and from coronavirus 
vaccination appointments. This partnership is part of Lyft’s 
Vaccine Access Program and Kroger Health’s continued 
efforts to vaccinate Americans, especially those with 
limited access to transportation. This partnership will 
provide access to discounted rides in communities across 
the country, including Virginia, West Virginia, and North 
Carolina. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/6/2021 The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is 
investigating a multi-state outbreak of E. coli linked to cake 
mix. The CDC is advising you to not eat raw cake batter, 
whether made from a mix or homemade. Eating raw cake 
batter can make you sick.  



News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/6/2021 A bridal shop in Forest is once again giving back to brides. 
Ashley Grace Bridal will give military members, first 
responders and frontline workers a free wedding gown. 
You can also be the fiancé of someone who serves in any 
of those roles. It is part of the National campaign "Brides 
Across America." More than 30 brides have signed up so 
far this year. The event goes until Sunday, so you still have 
time to register and make your appointment. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/6/2021 The Biden administration wants automakers to raise gas 
mileage and cut pollution between now and 2026. They 
also have a voluntary commitment from the industry that 
electric vehicles will comprise up to half of U.S. sales by 
the end of the decade. The move is a big step toward 
President Joe Biden’s push to get the U.S. from internal 
combustion engines to battery-powered vehicles. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/6/2021 Most of Virginia’s state workers will have to be vaccinated 
or agree to regular COVID-19 testing, under a new 
requirement. The order will take effect Sept. 1 and will 
apply to more than 120,000 executive branch employees. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/6/2021 More than two million dehumidifiers sold at Lowe’s, 
Costco, Walmart, Menards and other retailers between 
February 2009 and August 2017 for a price of $120 to $430 
have been recalled because they may catch fire. You can 
contact the retail store for a full refund. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/6/2021 While it’s still more than 70 days away, the North Carolina 
State Fair is now offering advanced ticket sales and you 
could save up to almost 50 percent by buying them now. 
The theme for this year’s fair is “worth the wait” and it 
runs from Oct 14th through the 24th. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/9/2021 Senators resumed a weekend session to pass a $1 trillion 
bipartisan infrastructure package after initially running into 
opposition. The measure will provide investments in public 
works programs, roads and bridges, broadband internet, 
drinking water and more. In all, 18 Republicans joined 
Democrats on the 67-27 vote to push the measure past.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/9/2021 The Lynchburg Police Department is searching for a 
suspect in connection to two separate robberies that 
happened within the last two days. This comes after the 
man reportedly robbed a Bank of America and then 
attempted to rob the Wells Fargo at Candlers Mountain 
Road. Officers described the suspect as a man in his late 
50s or early 60s who is 6 feet, 3 inches tall. 



News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/9/2021 Three proposals have been submitted for the 
redevelopment of the Military Circle Mall area in Norfolk, 
with ventures backed by musician Pharrell Williams, NFL 
Hall of Famer Emmitt Smith and local developer Bruce 
Thompson. Two of those proposals feature designs for 
15,000-plus seat arenas on the 70-acre space. The city says 
the next phase will be public input with an online forum 
and survey for feedback. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/9/2021 Roanoke City closed its Washington Park Pool over the 
weekend to do a deep cleaning after a COVID-19 exposure. 
The pool was closed Saturday and Sunday but should 
reopen today. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/9/2021 The Olympics Closing Ceremonies were yesterday, bringing 
an end to the Tokyo 2020 Games, which were delayed by a 
year due to the pandemic. Team USA finished the 
Olympics atop the medal table after trailing China for 
several days. Now the Olympic flag has been passed on to 
the host of the next Summer Games, Paris, and in 6 
months the 2022 Winter Games will kick off in February in 
Beijing. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/9/2021 More mountain valley pipeline protestors are facing 
charges after locking themselves to drilling equipment in 
West Virginia. It happened where the project crosses 
under Interstate 64 in Greenbrier County. According to the 
group Appalachians Against Pipelines, this halted work at 
the site for more than two hours. Both individuals, were 
arrested. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/9/2021 A man in Virginia Beach is calling on his neighbors to be on 
the lookout after he was the victim of a recent theft. He 
said two teens were seen on his surveillance cameras 
stealing his bike. He believes a lack of cameras and 
adequate lighting in his complex is part of the problem. 
However, he has security cameras that were able to help 
identify the suspects. Those with information should call 
the Crime Line at 1-888-LOCK-U-UP. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/9/2021 A massive mural honoring the first 10 Black career 
firefighters in Richmond was unveiled over the weekend. 
The mural, depicting the ten men who were hired on July 
1, 1950, was painted on the side of Mocha Temple NO 7 
Shrine Club on North Second Street. The Richmond Mayor 
highlighted the struggle and sacrifice the men faced while 
doing their jobs during segregation. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/10/2021 The Pentagon will require members of the U.S. military to 
get the COVID-19 vaccine by Sept. 15. That deadline could 
be pushed up if the vaccine receives final FDA approval or 
infection rates continue to rise. The final approval to the 
Pfizer vaccine, is expected early next month. Without that 



formal approval, President Biden would have to issue a 
waiver to make the shots mandatory. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/10/2021 Canada has lifted its travel ban on Americans crossing the 
border to shop, vacation or visit. U.S. citizens and legal 
residents must be both fully vaccinated and test negative 
for COVID-19 within three days to get across the Canadian 
border. Travelers also must fill out a detailed application 
on the arriveCAN app before crossing. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/10/2021 More individuals joined in the Mountain Valley Pipeline 
Protest. Ten protesters locked themselves to construction 
equipment and other blockades in Montgomery County. 
There are banners on-site that read “STOP the Mountain 
Valley Pipeline” and “Defend the Sacred”, referencing 
animals that they believed to be endangered by the 
construction.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/10/2021 More Pandemic Electronic benefits are on the way for 
families of students who qualify for free or reduced lunch. 
Via the American Rescue Plan, all students who qualified 
for free or reduced-price meals during the 2020-2021 
school year will receive a one-time lump sum of $375 to 
help cover this summer’s food expenses on August 25, 
regardless of whether the student chose remote, hybrid or 
in-person learning. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/10/2021 Thick smoke that held down winds and temperatures in 
the zone of the largest single wildfire in California history 
cleared up yesterday allowing firefighting aircraft to rejoin 
the battle to contain the massive fire. The newly clear skies 
will allow more than two dozen helicopters and two air 
tankers to fly again and make it safer for ground crews to 
maneuver. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/10/2021 NASA has partnered with Virginia Tech’s Tech Center in 
Newport News to help create tech startups. The 
Accelerator Network Program is specifically geared toward 
historically black colleges and universities and uses NASA 
technology. It will also support startups by providing 
entrepreneurial training and initiatives. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/10/2021 Students returned to school yesterday in Danville. Nearly 
4,200 of the district's 5,000 students returned to the 
classroom with around 850 opting to attend Danville's 
Virtual Academy. With COVID-19 still impacting the region, 
everyone is still required to wear a face mask inside the 
school and on the bus and maintain 3 to 6 feet of social 
distancing. 



News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/10/2021 Don’t worry if you’ve lost your vaccination card, there are 
several ways you can get it replaced. If you got vaccinated 
at local store or pharmacy, you can contact your 
vaccination provider directly to receive a new card. If you 
got vaccinated at a mass vaccination site and can’t contact 
a provider directly you can contact the health department 
for your state and request a copy of your records. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/11/2021 Islands in the northern Caribbean are bracing for the storm 
that could be Fred. The National Hurricane Center issued 
tropical storm warnings for the U.S. Virgin Islands and 
Puerto Rico, where forecasters expected the potential 
cyclone to strengthen into the sixth named storm of the 
Atlantic hurricane season. The Dominican Republic, Haiti 
and the southern Bahamas could get hit today, and Florida 
is monitoring updates, for later in the week. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/11/2021 Chesapeake Public Schools are sticking with their original 
plan when it comes to masks in schools. The Chesapeake 
School Board stood by its optional mask policy for the 
2021-2022 school year meaning masks will not be required 
but are strongly recommended. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/11/2021 The US Navy has been putting its new aircraft carrier USS 
Gerald R. Ford to the test this summer in shock trials, 
during which they detonate multiple 40,000 pound 
explosives near the ship. The Navy wrapped up the third 
and final test by moving the bomb progressively closer to 
the carrier. Full ship shock trials, which evaluate a ship's 
ability to withstand the shock of an explosion and keep 
fighting, are rare occurrences that most Navy sailors never 
actually have to experience.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/11/2021 While rehabbers at the Southwest Virginia Wildlife Center 
in Roanoke are used to some precarious rescue 
operations, their latest literally sent them on a wild-goose 
chase 85 feet in the air. When staff arrived to work at 
Virginia Tech they noticed a young Canada Goose stuck in 
the netting of the facility’s drone cage. The bird’s wings 
and one leg were injured, but the bird will likely make a full 
recovery. It is receiving care at the center’s Roanoke 
location. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/11/2021 The Senate gave bipartisan approval to a $1 trillion 
infrastructure bill to rebuild the nation’s deteriorating 
roads and bridges and broadband initiatives, delivering a 
key component of President Biden’s agenda. The 
legislation would be the largest infusion of federal 
investment into infrastructure projects in more than a 
decade.  



News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/11/2021 The United States will send Mexico 8.5 million more doses 
of COVID-19 vaccine as the delta variant drives the 
country’s third wave of infections. The U.S. government 
will send AstraZeneca and Moderna vaccines, though the 
latter hasn't yet been approved by Mexican regulators. 
Some 51 million have received at least one dose and 27 
million have been fully vaccinated. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/11/2021 Children from Brookneal Elementary School are welcome 
to stop by a back-to-school event tomorrow from 1pm-
5pm at Campbell County Public Safety Station 5 in 
Brookneal. The Campbell County Sheriff’s Office and One 
Community, One Voice are hosting the Building Our 
Community Together - Back to School event where 
students will receive free backpacks, school supplies, 
sneakers, and snacks. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/11/2021 The Perseid meteor shower is proclaimed the best meteor 
shower of the year by NASA and happens every year 
around this time. What is so great about it is you don't 
need special equipment to view it. The peak is tonight, and 
you should average, in ideal conditions 40 to 60 meteors 
per hour. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/12/2021 After a quiet month of no named storms in the region, 
Fred became the sixth of the Atlantic hurricane season as it 
passed by the U.S. Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico. 
Maximum sustained winds are about 40 mph and heavy 
rain is the biggest threat. Florida could see the effects of 
Fred starting tomorrow.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/12/2021 The Virginia Department of Health is developing a tool that 
will allow businesses to verify customers’ vaccination 
status quickly and easily, simply by scanning a QR code. 
The tool, expected to launch in the next two to three 
weeks, will be an alternative to an existing VDH portal that 
allows Virginians to print out a PDF confirming that they’ve 
received the COVID-19 vaccination, or the vaccination 
card. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/12/2021 City-wide curfews, street light upgrades and youth 
mentorship programs are all new strategies being 
considered by the City of Portsmouth to curb violence.  
Calls for further action on the city’s part have been 
growing since the Portsmouth police department saw a 
more than 100 percent increase in violence between 2019 
and 2020. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/12/2021 Northrop Grumman's latest space station delivery includes 
pizza for seven. 
The company's cargo ship should reach the International 
Space Station today. 
This shipment also includes a mounting bracket for new 



solar wings launching to the orbiting lab next year.  It is 
Northrop Grumman’s 16th supply run for NASA and its 
biggest load yet. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/12/2021 The Taliban seized three more capitals in Afghanistan and 
a local army headquarters as the insurgents now control 
some two-thirds of the nation while the U.S. and NATO 
finalize their withdrawal. The U.S. military plans to 
complete its withdrawal by the end of the month, and has 
conducted some airstrikes but largely have avoided getting 
involved in the ground campaign.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/12/2021 If you’ve recently bought any chicken products from 
Serenade Foods, you might want to check your fridge and 
make sure they aren’t recalled. This week, they recalled 
about 59,000 pounds of frozen, breaded and pre-browned 
stuffed chicken products that might be contaminated with 
Salmonella. If you have any questions regarding the recall, 
you can contact the Serenade Foods Hotline. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/12/2021 There's a heatwave in effect in Central Virginia, and so far, 
one electric provider is asking residents to curb their 
power usage. Danville Utilities said that it received a Peak 
Power Advisory from its wholesale provider, so the 
company is asking customers to limit their electricity use 
between 1 and 6 p.m. today reducing demand during 
those peak hours. This will help save on future power 
supply costs and keep rates lower. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/12/2021 The Tide light rail in Norfolk is turning double digits and 
Hampton Roads Transit is offering residents and 
community members a day of free service across all modes 
of transit including the bus, light rail, and ferry service. 
There will also be a celebration at the MacArthur Square 
station in downtown Norfolk on Thursday, August 19 from 
noon until 2 p.m. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/13/2021 With security rapidly deteriorating in Afghanistan, the 
United States is sending additional troops into the country 
to help evacuate some personnel from the embassy. The 
troops will provide ground and air support for the 
processing and security of Americans on their way to the 
airport. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/13/2021 With more than 4.5 million fully vaccinated in Virginia, 
there’s now a way for residents to access their COVID-19 
vaccine record online. The Virginia Department of Health’s 
website now has a new function where those who 
received a COVID-19 vaccine in the Commonwealth can 
download a copy of their vaccine card by visiting the site’s 
COVID-19 Vaccination Record Request Portal. Then, it’ll ask 



for your first and last names, date of birth and your zip 
code. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/13/2021 A Richmond church partnered with 14 different local 
nonprofits to help prepare students at two Richmond 
Public Schools with the supplies they need before they 
head back to the classroom. RVA Week is put on by 
Heights Church in Richmond and includes 40 projects 
throughout the city. The biggest project will be a block 
party today at Ginter Park Elementary School, where they 
will have nearly 600 backpacks and boxes filled with over 
16,000 individual supplies for students to pick through. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/13/2021 If you've never been to the National D-Day Memorial and 
you're interested in visiting, now is your chance. The 
memorial is hosting a "No Excuse Night" this Saturday 
night. They're calling it this because there's no excuse not 
to visit since admission will be free for everyone. Staff will 
be stationed throughout the memorial to share 
information with guests. The free event will be held from 5 
to 8 p.m. 

News 6:00/7:00/8:00 
AM 

8/13/2021 Fred is headed toward south Florida as a tropical storm. 
The main threat appears to be heavy rains affecting Florida 
and parts of the Southeast starting today. 3 to 5 inches of 
rain are expected across the Florida Keys and southern 
peninsula through Monday, with isolated maximums of 8 
inches. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/13/2021 Governor Ralph Northam issued a universal mask mandate 
for K-12 schools. The move came after a handful of school 
districts decided to not require face coverings, against the 
current recommendations of the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. A previous public health order 
allowed school divisions the ability to implement local 
policies based on community level conditions and public 
health recommendations. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/13/2021 Fighting fires is a round-the-clock job and staffing 
shortages in Lynchburg are causing overtime to pile up. 
The Lynchburg Fire Department currently has 15 vacancies 
which means some days a fire engine could be completely 
out of service. Thankfully it doesn’t have an impact on 
response times. Right now, they are currently in their 
fourth hiring process of the year and have gotten raises 
and are giving out signing bonuses to hire and retain staff. 



News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/13/2021 Every year members of the Richmond Area Bicycling 
Association raise money to deliver hundreds of bikes to 
needy kids. The Heart of Virginia Bike Festival at the 
Hanover County Courthouse will be on Sept. 18th this year. 
Last year even despite the pandemic RABA members 
raised over $25,000 to purchase new bikes and delivered 
378 bikes to Central Virginia Christmas Mothers to 
distribute to needy children. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/16/2021 United States Marines arrived in Afghanistan as part of a 
3,000-troop force intended to secure an airlift of U.S. 
Embassy personnel and Afghan allies as Taliban insurgents 
approach the outskirts of the capital. The last-minute 
decision to re-insert thousands of U.S. troops into 
Afghanistan reflects the dire state of security and calls into 
question whether President Joe Biden will meet his Aug. 
31 deadline for fully withdrawing combat forces.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/16/2021 The National Hurricane Center said Fred regained its 
tropical storm status in the Gulf of Mexico. Fred is forecast 
to move across the Gulf before reaching the coast tonight 
or tomorrow morning. Those from Alabama to the central 
Florida Panhandle should monitor the system's progress 
and Florida’s Governor has declared a state of emergency 
for the state's Panhandle region. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/16/2021 Thousands of Lynchburg children are now back in the 
classroom; however, getting to and from school has 
become an issue for some families. With the new school 
year beginning, some parents are already concerned 
because they don’t have their child’s bus route. Lynchburg 
City Schools says if you have an issue don’t call the 
transportation department but complete a Bus Route 
Issues Request Form. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/16/2021 The Town of Edenton North Carolina is looking to expand 
its police department by hiring additional officers. 
Interested candidates can complete an application packet, 
as well as a personal history packet. Once completed, they 
can both be submitted in person to 400 South Broad St. or 
via mail to P.O. Box 300. Officials say the starting salary is 
over $36,000 and they are currently offering a $3,000 
signing bonus. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/16/2021 A month-old wildfire burning through forestlands in 
Northern California headed toward a small lumber town as 
blazes across the U.S. West have strained resources and 
threatened thousands of homes. The U.S. Forest Service 
said it’s operating in crisis mode, fully deploying 
firefighters, and maxing out its support system. The 
roughly 21,000 federal firefighters working on the ground 



is more than double the number of firefighters sent to 
contain forest fires at this time a year ago.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/16/2021 The Virginia Department of Health announced that the 
Commonwealth will make third doses of both the Pfizer 
and Moderna COVID-19 vaccine for those immune-
compromised this week. The vaccines are available now 
and you can get it the same way you got you earlier shots. 
The FDA has not recommended an additional dose of the 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/16/2021 The 2020 U.S. Census gives new insights into how the 
country is changing. 
Virginia’s overall population grew 7.9% from 2010, with 
Appomattox County seeing the largest gain, growing 7.7%. 
The data also found that more are leaving the countryside 
and heading to urban areas in Central and Southwest 
Virginia. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/16/2021 Old Dominion University will use funds it received under 
the federal CARES Act to help clear student debt. This is a 
one-time assistance payment and only applies to debt for 
the spring 2021 semester. It does not cover loans owed to 
outside lenders. The policy will help students stay on the 
path towards graduation, as students with debt cannot 
register for fall classes or receive their diplomas. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/17/2021 A Virginia search and rescue team has arrived in Haiti to 
help with relief efforts following the 7.2 magnitude 
earthquake over the weekend which has left thousands 
without homes. According to Haiti’s Civil Protection 
Agency almost 1,300 have lost their lives. In addition, at 
least 5,700 are reportedly injured while thousands more 
are displaced. Our friends at Gleaning for the World will be 
at the Sam’s Club on Wards Road in Lynchburg, on 
Thursday, from 10am until 6pm, collecting a very specific 
list of supplies. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/17/2021 All 7,600 employees within the Centra health system will 
be required to get vaccinated. According to the release all 
staff will need to be vaccinated by Nov. 1 and first doses 
will need to be administered on Oct. 1. Centra will allow 
for both religious and medical exemptions to this 
requirement. Those not vaccinated by Nov. 1 will be 
placed on a two-week suspension. If they do not comply, it 
will end in termination of employment. 



News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/17/2021 Gleaning for the world wants you to know that August is 
National Make-a-Will Month! Gleaning is helping you 
secure the future for those you love the most by helping 
you get started. You can use a free, online resource from 
their partners FreeWill, which guides you through the 
process of creating a legally valid will in 20 minutes or less. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/17/2021 The Washington Monument was closed yesterday after it 
was struck by lightning over the weekend. According to the 
National Park Service there was damage to the 
monument's electronic access system. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/17/2021 America’s top general said the United States could now 
face a rise in terrorist threats from a Taliban-run 
Afghanistan. That warning comes less than a week after 
Taliban fighters took over the Afghan president's office 
and crowds of Afghans and foreigners frantically tried to 
board planes to escape the country. Monitoring terrorism 
threats in Afghanistan will now be more difficult with U.S. 
troops withdrawing and Afghan troops being limited on 
what they can collect about support for the Taliban. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/17/2021 Fred's maximum sustained winds stood at 65 mph midday 
yesterday. A Storm Surge Warning is in effect for the Coast 
of Florida along with a Tropical Storm Warning. Those 
located within these areas should take all necessary 
actions to protect life and property from rising water and 
other dangerous conditions. Fred is followed by Grace 
which has been demoted to a depression as its maximum 
sustained are only around 35 mph, she is located about 
260 miles southeast of Haiti. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/17/2021 The U.S. government has opened a formal investigation 
into Tesla's Autopilot system saying Tesla’s have trouble 
spotting parked emergency vehicles. The investigation 
covers 765,000 vehicles. So far there have been 11 crashes 
since in which Teslas on Autopilot have hit vehicles with 
flashing lights, flares, illuminated arrow boards or cones 
warning of hazards. The investigation covers Tesla's entire 
current model lineup from the 2014 through 2021. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/17/2021 Thomas Nelson Community College is offering free COVID-
19 clinics this week. They are open to students, faculty, 
staff, and community members. Pre-registration is 
encouraged, but walk-ins are also welcomed. Each clinic 
will have a single-dose vaccine and a two-dose vaccine 
available, but availability on-site will depend on the supply. 
Hampton’s campus is today from 3pm to 6:30 p.m., and 
the Historic Triangle campus in Williamsburg is tomorrow 
from 3pm to 6:30 p.m. 



News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/18/2021  Multiple federal agencies that worked with Afghan 
citizens have been removing articles and photos that could 
endanger the Afghan civilians who interacted with them 
and now fear retribution from the Taliban. The 
department is advising personnel to search for and remove 
social media and website content featuring civilians 
because the safety of Afghan contacts. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/18/2021 All Richmond public school staff must get the COVID-19 
vaccine by Oct. 1. 
The Richmond School Board approved the vaccine 
mandate for staff and other adults in the school buildings, 
including volunteers and community partners. There will 
be some exemptions, including religious or medical 
reasons preventing them from getting a vaccine, and a 
doctor will have to sign off on those. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/18/2021 A COVID-19 vaccination clinic being held this weekend is 
targeting school-aged children but is open to all. The 
Pittsylvania-Danville Health District is hosting the clinic 
along with Averett University on Saturday at the Student 
Center on Woodland Drive from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and is 
focusing on the K-12 vaccination needs. Those under 18 
must have a parent or legal guardian present. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/18/2021 Fred’s leftovers produced several tornado warnings in 
Central Virginia and the Carolina’s yesterday.  As the 
remnants continue to move east, there will be the 
possibility for a few rotating storms; however, the main 
threat is still for heavy rain and gusty winds this morning.  

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/18/2021 The Norfolk-based USS Arlington is heading to Haiti to help 
with disaster relief after the devastating 7.2 magnitude 
earthquake. More than 1,400 have lost their lives and 
about 7,000 injuries have been reported. They will join 
other U.S. rescue crews such as Virginia Task Force 1. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/18/2021 Southern VA Health announced that it is limiting patient 
visitation hours to decrease COVID-19 exposure. Visitation 
hours will now be from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. and will be 
implemented in both the Danville and Martinsville 
locations. Visitors are still not allowed for high-risk 
patients, although some exceptions may apply for those 
receiving end-of-life care. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/18/2021 The Virginia Dept. of Education has received $1 million to 
reduce turnover and promote retention of special 
education workers. This will allow school districts to build 
upon efforts supporting the recruitment, development, 
and retention of special educators. The grant will support 
two to three school divisions for the next five years. 



News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/18/2021 The North Carolina Department of Transportation Ferry 
System’s Currituck-Knotts Island route will be closed today 
for a scheduled vessel replacement. The route will resume 
regularly scheduled service tomorrow. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/19/2021 Federal officials are extending the requirement that you 
wear face masks on airline flights and public transportation 
into January.  The current order was scheduled to expire 
Sept. 13 but will now be extended until Jan. 18. The mask 
rule also applies to employees.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/19/2021 Well, he just won’t go away, tropical depression Fred is 
now impacting the weather up north. Heavy rains and 
mudslides along with flash floods are being reported in 
upstate New York. In West Virginia and North Carolina, 
multiple landslides closed Interstate 19, and several 
schools were canceled yesterday to deal with damages and 
power outages.  

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/19/2021 Grab your popcorn! Lynchburg Parks and Recreation is 
bringing back Movies in the Park this fall. The events will 
begin seating at 6 p.m. with the movie airing at sunset. The 
first movie is Aug 27th and it’s the Lion King at Riverside 
Park. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/19/2021 The Town of Bedford is about to add their own public bus 
transit. The Otter Bus will hit the road on September 1. 
The 21-passenger bus will run Wednesday, Friday and 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Right now, a foundation 
has set aside $50,000 for the pilot period, meaning there is 
no bus fee for the time being. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/19/2021 U.S. health officials have recommended that all Americans 
get COVID-19 booster shot amid the surging delta variant. 
The plan calls for an extra dose eight months after you get 
your second shot of the Pfizer or Moderna vaccine. The 
doses could begin the week of Sept. 20. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/19/2021 Carilion Clinic announced that employees vaccinated by 
Oct. 1 will get a $150 bonus in their Oct. 15 paycheck. 
However, those who choose not to get vaccinated by Oct. 
1 will be tested weekly for COVID-19. Officials said this 
requirement will be reevaluated regularly based on the 
positivity rate and other factors in the region. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/19/2021 Campbell County will soon begin disconnecting services for 
those who haven’t been paying their utility bills. The 
Campbell County Utilities and Service Authority posted a 
notice on its website that disconnections would resume 
Sept. 1. Those with questions are asked to call 434-239-
8654. 



News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/19/2021 Virginia State University is set to have the country’s first 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities Center for 
Policing Leadership and Social Justice. 
Known as “The Center,” the newly established initiative 
will further allow VSU and the surrounding communities to 
address the critical divide between law enforcement and 
communities of color, by engaging in collaborative 
research, training, policy, and program development.  

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/20/2021 Fred moved through the Carolina’s on Wednesday but 
destruction from him still lingers. Authorities combing 
areas of North Carolina flooded by the remnants of 
Tropical Storm Fred said that two have lost their lives and 
about 20 are unaccounted for. Now all eyes are looking 
towards Tropical Storm Henri which will likely strengthen 
into a hurricane as it approaches the northeastern U.S. 
early next week. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/20/2021 Meanwhile Grace made landfall off Mexico's Caribbean 
coast creating a dangerous storm surge. Heavy rain and 
strong winds are threatening to destroy homes and keep 
tourists off the beaches until it crosses the Yucatan 
Peninsula. The Category 1 storm did pass through 
earthquake-damaged Haiti, en route to a direct hit on the 
Riviera Maya, the heart of Mexico's tourism industry.  

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/20/2021 Court Appointed Special Advocates, or CASA is looking for 
volunteers to speak up for children in the court room. The 
first step in the process is to attend an information session 
to learn more before you apply. Their next session is 
Thursday, August 26, from 6pm – 7pm. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/20/2021 The Newport News Visitor Center recently unveiled life-
sized LOVE artwork, and it’s now on display in front of the 
center on Jefferson Ave., at the entrance to Newport News 
Park. The LOVE NN letters, for Newport News is one set of 
more than 275 giant LOVE letters, called LOVEworks, in 
towns and cities across VA. Created as part of a state and 
local partnership to promote travel and tourism, this an 
extension of the “Virginia is for Lovers” brand, one of the 
most iconic slogans in the world. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/20/2021 President Joe Biden said that he was committed to keeping 
U.S. troops in Afghanistan until every American is 
evacuated, even if that means maintaining a military 
presence there beyond his Aug. 31 deadline. A U.N. official 
also warned of food shortages as the Taliban face the 
same problems the civilian government, without the level 
of international aid they enjoyed. 



News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/20/2021 A man who claimed to have a bomb in a pickup truck near 
the Capitol in DC surrendered to law enforcement after a 
standoff yesterday that prompted a massive police 
response and the evacuations of government buildings and 
businesses in the area. Police did not immediately know 
what led the man, from North Carolina, to drive onto the 
sidewalk outside the Library of Congress and make bomb 
threats to officers, but thankfully the standoff was 
resolved peacefully. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/20/2021 Toys R Us kids can rejoice because Toys R Us is making a 
comeback! The beloved brand announced its partnership 
with Macy’s, stating that it’s slated to open more than 400 
shops in Macy’s stores in 2022, and as of now you can buy 
its products exclusively on Macy’s website. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/20/2021 Search and rescue dogs from Fairfax County Fire and 
Rescue team were deployed to Haiti to help those 
impacted by the devastating earthquake. So far, rescue 
crews have been able to pull many to safety from the 
rubble and several injured are still being brought to 
hospitals. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/23/2021 Tropical Storm Henri hit the coast of Rhode Island packing 
high winds that knocked out power to tens of thousands of 
homes and bands of rain that led to flash flooding from 
New Jersey to Massachusetts. The storm was downgraded 
from a hurricane to a tropical storm, but still packed wind 
gusts of up to 70 mph.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/23/2021 Schools across the U.S. are offering hiring bonuses, 
providing the training needed to get a commercial driver's 
license and increasing hourly pay to attract more bus 
drivers. The shortage of bus drivers is complicating the 
start of a school year that already has been affected by the 
highly contagious delta variant of COVID-19. Nearly 80% of 
districts that responded were having trouble finding 
enough bus drivers. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/23/2021 Those that live in Durham have had a hard time getting 
ahold of 911 in recent months. Durham city officials did 
say that they currently have 25 openings at the Durham 
911 call center. If you are interested, you can apply online.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/23/2021 Officials announced that the 2021 Naval Air Station 
Oceana Air Show was canceled due to high transmission of 
the coronavirus.  The event has been held nearly every 
year since 1953 and normally attracts more than 250,000 
spectators during the two-day show. Last year the in-
person event was replaced with a live broadcast air show, 
however, there will not be a replacement this year. 



News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/23/2021 A network of former army pals are utilizing email and 
social media to make sure those who worked with Afghans 
over the years can safely get out of the country. The 
website is called Allied Airlift 21 and contains step-by-step 
guidance for Afghans looking to get out.' 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/23/2021 Averett University partnered with the Virginia Dept. of 
Health for a COVID-19 vaccination clinic, where 109 got 
vaccinated. COVID-19 vaccination clinics are held at the 
Pittsylvania Health Dept. on Mondays and Danville Health 
Dept. on Tuesdays. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/23/2021 Norfolk City Council could soon vote to give some police 
officers $12,000 bonuses if they agree to stay with the 
department for at least five more years. It’s all part of a 
proposed police officer retention bonus program, aimed at 
addressing the growing number of vacancies due to an 
increasing rate of resignations and a decrease in 
applications for recruitment classes. The City Council 
meeting is scheduled for 6 p.m. tomorrow. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/23/2021 Volunteers helped clean up and record data at two of 
Richmond's historic African American cemeteries over the 
weekend. Young adults with AmeriCorps’ National Civilian 
Community teamed up with the Enrichmond Foundation 
for a clean-up and restoration project at the East End and 
Evergreen cemeteries. In addition to clearing away brush 
and helping with maintenance, volunteers worked to find 
grave locations and record that data into an online 
database. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/24/2021 Hundreds of Afghan refugees are staying at Northern 
Virginia Community College in Annandale as they await 
relocation to a more permanent destination. Many 
refugees are destined for Army bases in Virginia and 
elsewhere. As word of the refugees’ arrival spread, 
volunteers from the area brought food, clothes, toiletries 
and other supplies. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/24/2021 Gleaning For The World is responding to the Tennessee 
flooding. So far 25 have lost their lives and dozens of 
residents are still unaccounted for. They will be in front of 
Sam’s Club on Wards Road in Lynchburg today from 10am 
until 6pm, asking for items such as bleach, rakes, mops, 
brooms, and large dust pans. The organization is also 
asking for financial donations to help cover the costs of 
sending these tools to middle Tennessee. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/24/2021 Big news! BWX Technologies in Lynchburg has been named 
as the top company among the 50 Best U.S. 
Manufacturers. Without question the pandemic played a 
role, as a handful of companies fell off the 50 Best list, like 



motor vehicle suppliers and steel companies, that 
collapsed for a significant chunk of 2020.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/24/2021 The Virginia War Memorial in Richmond is seeking entries 
for the Veterans Day Student Essay Contest an annual 
competition open to all Virginia middle and high school 
students. This year’s topic is “An American Who Served in 
The Military following the Terrorist Attacks of September 
11, Who Inspires Me.” The deadline for entries is Sunday, 
Oct. 17, 2021, and must be submitted online through the 
Virginia War Memorial’s website. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/24/2021 The U.S. Food and Drug Administration gave full approval 
to Pfizer's COVID-19 vaccine which may help lift public 
confidence in the shots as the nation battles the Delta 
variant. More than 200 million Pfizer doses already have 
been administered in the U.S. and hundreds of millions 
more worldwide since emergency use began in December. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/24/2021 There's a lot more stimulus money coming for some 
families before the end of the year in the form of the 
federal child tax credit. The government is paying the first 
half of this credit in advance until the end of the year. 
Then there are four more payments left with the minimum 
amount of money that a family would receive if they have 
a child 17 or younger being $250. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/24/2021 Millions of dollars in grants will soon help replace diesel 
school buses in the Commonwealth with clean 
alternatives. Governor Ralph Northam announced that 
more than $10.5 million will be awarded to 19 school 
districts to replace 83 diesel school buses with electric and 
propane ones. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/24/2021 Young local veterans are helping raise awareness about 
veteran suicide by hosting monthly meetings to check in 
on their comrades. A simple dinner gathering at Macado’s 
can end up saving lives, so every month on the 22nd, local 
veterans gather to express any thoughts that may be 
weighing on them. It’s called the ‘Buddy Check’ and it’s 
held on the 22 because 22 veterans take their own lives 
per day in the U.S. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/25/2021 With more employers requiring employees to get the 
COVID-19 vaccine, the question is if you don’t get it can 
you get fired and will you still be eligible for 
unemployment? Well with unemployment rules varying 
from state to state the answer may differ, but in many 
cases if a company requires you to get vaccinated as part 
of its health and safety protocol, not getting vaccinated 



could qualify as noncompliance resulting in termination 
with no unemployment eligibility.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/25/2021 Kathy (Ho cool) became the first female governor of New 
York yesterday. The Democrat from western New York was 
sworn in as governor in a brief, private ceremony in the 
New York State Capitol overseen by the state’s chief judge. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/25/2021 Operation Blessing has partnered with the Bon Secours 
Health System to host a community food distribution 
event. The Hunger Strike Force, announced their plan to 
organize “Food to Freedom Franklin,” which will distribute 
food free groceries, school supplies, hot meals, and other 
needed items to residents at South Hampton Memorial 
Hospital on Saturday, 10 a.m. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/25/2021 Roanoke County has announced that a Chili’s is going to be 
built at the Tanglewood Mall property, along with a 
Popeyes. The announcement did not include an estimated 
opening date for either restaurant, but Chipotle, Panda 
Express, Jersey Mike’s and Blaze Pizza will be opening in 
2022. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/25/2021 President Joe Biden has decided to stick with his Aug. 31 
deadline for completing the U.S.-led evacuation from 
Afghanistan. The decision reflects the concern about 
heightened security threats to the massive airlifts that are 
rushing to get personnel out. A Taliban spokesperson said 
that the radical group would oppose any extension of the 
deadline. It remains unclear whether the airlift from 
Kabul's international airport can get out all American 
citizens and other allies out by then. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/25/2021 Airbnb opened the doors of its properties to 20,000 
Afghan refugees and sought assistance from hosts who 
rent property through the home-sharing company for 
more free housing for those fleeing the crisis. The UN 
Refugee Agency said that an estimated 270,000 Afghans 
had been newly displaced inside the country bringing the 
total uprooted population to over 3.5 million. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/25/2021 Lynchburg Police say they've received multiple calls 
regarding scammers impersonating an officer. Police say 
the scammers may be aggressive and attempt to keep 
their victims on the phone until they get money. If you 
receive a call you should hang up the phone and call LPD. 



News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/25/2021 Officials from Virginia, Maryland and Washington D.C. are 
working together to transfer historic African American 
gravestones that were dumped into the Potomac River in 
the 1960s as erosion control to the National Harmony 
Memorial Park in Maryland. 55 headstones were 
transferred from Virginia to Maryland and will become 
part of a one-acre memorial garden honoring the more 
than 37,00 buried in the original cemetery. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/26/2021 Federal health officials hinted at a COVID-19 vaccine 
approval by Christmas for those under the age of 12, but 
state health leaders say they are being told it could be 
even sooner. There are over 723,000 children in that group 
and the health department is working to make sure private 
providers, like pediatricians and pharmacies, have an 
ample supply of that vaccine once the time comes. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/26/2021 Delta Air Lines will start charging employees on the 
company health plan $200 a month if they fail to get 
vaccinated. The airline said that it will also require 
unvaccinated workers to be tested weekly beginning Sept. 
12. Delta stopped short of requiring employees to be 
vaccinated or face termination. However, the $200 
monthly surcharge, which starts in November, may have 
the same effect. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/26/2021 Appalachian Power customers will see an increase in their 
bills this fall. The Virginia State Corporation Commission 
approved, an environmental rate adjustment clause earlier 
this year. The typical Appalachian Power customer can 
expect a $2.17 increase in each monthly bill starting 
October 1. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/26/2021 It is HOT outside so Blue Ridge Community Church is 
collecting plastic bottles of water for Bedford Elementary 
School.  You can bring water bottles to the New London 
or the Bedford campus on Sundays until noon and they will 
deliver all donated water to BES.  

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/26/2021  Fort Pickett in Blackstone is preparing to temporarily 
house Afghan refugees. This would be Virginia’s second 
military installation to help those escaping the Taliban. 
Afghan refugees will stay at the forts Pickett and Lee for 
about a week as The State Department and Department of 
Defense help them with their visa process. The state is also 
prepared to offer education, workforce opportunities, and 
COVID-19 testing through local health departments. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/26/2021 Johnson & Johnson said that a second shot of its COVID-19 
vaccine eight months after the initial dose was found to 
increase immunity to the disease. The latest findings show 
that individuals who received an additional shot saw a 
ninefold increase in antibody levels.  



News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/26/2021 Dominion Energy will use part of the Port of Virginia’s 
Portsmouth Marine Terminal as a staging and pre-
assembly area for Dominion’s $8 billion wind energy 
project off the coast of Virginia Beach. Currently Dominion 
is operating two-turbine projects off the coast but is 
planning to construct 180 turbines starting in 2024. The 
project is expected to provide enough electricity for 
660,000 homes when complete. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/26/2021 Virginia Commonwealth University alumni came together 
to make sure students in Richmond have what they need 
this school year. The drive is the largest in the state, and, 
this year, VCU alumni have set a goal of supplying 10,000 
to 15,000 Richmond students with backpacks full of school 
supplies. Around 200 volunteers stuffed the thousands of 
backpacks, and they will be given to Richmond Public 
Schools principals to hand out at a later date. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/27/2021 Two attacked crowds of Afghans flocking to Kabul's 
airport. At least 13 lives were lost and 15 wounded. 
Several Marines were among those that lost their lives, 
and several other American military were wounded. A U.S. 
official said the attack was believed to have been carried 
out by the Islamic State group, which is far more radical 
than the Taliban, who recently took control of the country. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/27/2021 Razor is recalling 237,000 Hovertrax 2.0 self-balancing 
scooters/hoverboards with GLW battery packs because 
they can overheat and possibly catch fire or explode. The 
recalled hoverboards were manufactured between Sept. 
2016 and Aug. 2017 and were sold at Walmart, Target, 
Toys R Us, and other stores nationwide. You should 
contact Razor to get a prepaid shipping carton to send the 
GLW battery pack back, and to receive a free replacement 
battery. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/27/2021 Starting today Bonsack Elementary School will be closed 
until next Wednesday due to coronavirus cases among 
students and staff. All students and staff will transition to 
remote learning while the Virginia Dept. of Health 
investigates the spread of COVID-19 within the school 
community. Officials said all students will be issued a 
laptop for at-home use.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/27/2021 Show your support for the Appomattox Volunteer Fire 
Department by participating in the Appomattox Firetruck 
5k & 1 Mile Walk this Saturday in Appomattox!  The 
proceeds from this race will help the AVFD purchase a new 
fire engine, and replace Fire Engine #1, after 30 years of 
service. 



News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/27/2021 There is growing concern over the number of children 
testing positive for the coronavirus at the Children’s 
Hospital of The King’s Daughters in Norfolk. The number of 
kids having to be hospitalized due to COVID-19 is at an all-
time high. In June, the CHKD health care system only had 
125 positive tests. That number has ballooned to almost 
800 in August. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/27/2021 Tyson Foods is bringing more than 375 jobs to Danville-
Pittsylvania County. 
Governor Ralph Northam said that the major food 
company will build a state-of-the-art facility and plans to 
buy 60 million pounds of Virginia-grown chicken within the 
next three years. The facility will be built in Cane Creek 
Centre. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/27/2021 Some Amherst County schools will be closed from now 
until at least next Thursday because of a COVID-19 
outbreak. Students will be asked to provide a negative 
COVID-19 test to return to school on Sept. 2. If a student 
refuses to test, then they will be eligible to return on Sept. 
7. There will be a testing clinic in Amherst County schools 
on August 31. Students affected by these closures will still 
attend online classes on their normal schedule at home. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/27/2021 Repairs to a water main break on Washington Avenue in 
Pulaski has forced a boil water notice to be issued. Pulaski 
residents should boil their water when used for drinking, 
cooking and consumption and ice. The boil water notice is 
in effect until around noon tomorrow unless otherwise 
noted. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/30/2021 President Joe Biden approved emergency declarations for 
Louisiana and Mississippi ahead of hurricane Ida’s landfall. 
The National Weather Service said Ida, came ashore as a 
powerful Category 4 hurricane, and has sense weakened 
to a Category 1 storm with top sustained winds of up to 75 
mph. Ida has knocked out power to entire city of New 
Orleans, along with temporarily causing issues with the 
city’s 911 system.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/30/2021 As Hurricane Ida made landfall, God's Pit Crew out of 
Danville sent three tractor-trailer loads of supplies to the 
region. Convoy of Hope’s fleet has also already deployed 
19 vehicles filled with life-sustaining food, water, and relief 
supplies and will begin helping the hardest hit areas as 
soon as it is safe to do so. 



News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/30/2021 The water in Hampton Roads is expected to play host to 
many harmful algal blooms. Officials with the Chesapeake 
Bay Foundation captured photos of the blooms near the 
Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel and at Ocean View in 
Norfolk, Chic’s Beach in Virginia Beach, and in the 
Lafayette and York rivers. These harmful algae blooms will 
keep you from enjoying the water and can harm the fish 
and shellfish populations. If you notice discolored or murky 
water that may have an unusual smell stay out of the 
water. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/30/2021 More than $1 million was raised for cancer research as 
hundreds of cyclists showed up for the V Foundation’s 4th 
annual Victory Ride in North Carolina to Cure Cancer and 
show support for the families in North Carolina affected by 
the disease. 100- percent of the funds raised went to Duke 
Cancer Institute, UNC Cancer Center and Wake Forest 
Baptist Cancer Center. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/30/2021 On alert for more terrorist attacks, the U.S. military has 
begun its final withdrawal from Afghanistan in the closing 
stages of a frantic airlift of Americans, Afghans and others 
desperate to escape Taliban rule before the evacuation 
shuts down. About 5,400 Americans have been evacuated 
from the country so far, and the State Department 
believes about 350 more want out. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/30/2021 President Joe Biden met with the families of the 13 U.S. 
troops that lost their lives in the attack near the Kabul 
airport and became the fourth commander in chief to bear 
witness as the remains of the fallen being returned to U.S. 
soil from Afghanistan. Also, Governor Ralph Northam has 
ordered that both U.S. and Virginia flags be flown at half-
staff in honor of those who served along with other victims 
until sunset today. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/30/2021 Relief organization leaders in Northern Virginia said that 
the journey from Kabul to the U-S leaves those fleeing 
Afghanistan desperate for food, clothing, shelter and 
more. So one business owner has transformed his nearby 
warehouse for his business into a temporary donation 
drop off site and the community has already donated 
pallets of necessities to be shipped out next week to those 
sheltering in the upper Midwest and to those who just 
arrived in Virginia. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/30/2021 Teddy bears, and stuffed animals of all sorts, bring joy to 
children all around the world so in celebration of National 
Teddy Bear Day on September 9, Mister Goodies on 
Timberlake Road is partnering with Gleaning For The 
World to collect as many stuffed animals as they can, 
during this year’s SHARE-a-BEAR-a-THON. You can drop off 



your stuffed animals at their truck, parked next to Mister 
Goodies on Timberlake Road. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/31/2021 Flooding is following Ida's path inland as she hits parts of 
the eastern United States that have already dealt with 
devastating flooding earlier this month. One million 
residents are without power, and many homes and 
businesses are flooded. Our friends at Gleaning For The 
World are going to be at Sam’s Club on Wards Road in 
Lynchburg from 10am until 6pm each day, until Thursday 
collecting disaster relief supplies to ship to those in need. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/31/2021 Lynchburg Humane Society is also helping with displaced 
animals that were saved from Hurricane Ida. They are 
asking the community for donations of pillows, blankets, 
crates, and other supplies, as they will receive a total of 30 
animals over the next week, 20 dogs and 10 cats from 
shelters down in Louisiana that needed to evacuate due to 
the storm. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/31/2021 Southwest Airlines will reduce flights for the rest of the 
year as it tries to restore an operation that now faces 
lower demand because of the rise in coronavirus cases. 
They will now cut their September schedule by 27 flights a 
day and cut 162 flights a day from early October through 
Nov. 5. The airline said it expects to make similar cuts to 
the schedule in November and December, except for 
around holidays due to staffing issues. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/31/2021 Don’t miss out on the Heroes Serving the Community 
Event, September 11th from 10am to 2pm at the River 
Ridge Mall parking lot near Dick’s Sporting Goods. The 
Virginia State Police will be participating in safety 
demonstrations, along with first responder vehicle 
displays, free car seat inspections and more.  First 
responders from: Amherst, Appomattox, Bedford, 
Campbell, and Lynchburg City will be at the event! 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/31/2021 Today is the day President Joe Biden set for the 
completion of evacuations of troops from Afghanistan. 
Meanwhile the Islamic State has claimed responsibility for 
more rocket attacks in Kabul. In this latest attack U.S. 
forces on the airfield used a defense system to intercept 
them. The Pentagon says it remains prepared to airlift 
more Americans from the Kabul airport, even as the 
evacuation winds down. 



News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/31/2021 The European Union recommended that its 27 nations 
reinstate restrictions on tourists from the U.S. because of 
rising coronavirus infections, but member countries will 
keep the option of allowing fully vaccinated U.S. travelers 
in. 
The EU’s decision reflects growing anxiety that the spread 
of the virus in the U.S. could jump to Europe. Both the EU 
and the U.S. have faced rising infections this summer, 
driven by the more contagious delta variant. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 8/31/2021 While several schools around the area have been closed 
for a few days due to covid spikes, Nelson County Public 
Schools were closed yesterday as authorities continued to 
investigate social media threats. Anyone with information 
on the threats is asked to contact the sheriff’s department. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

8/31/2021 A group in Elizabeth City is one of 14 nonprofit 
organizations in North Carolina set to receive more than 
$1.5 million in grants. The Dominion Energy Charitable 
Foundation has awarded organizations that help feed, 
house, and care for people in need. As part of the grant 
program, more than $1.5 million was distributed to 206 
organizations across 8 states with 14 in North Carolina. 
This is the sixth year the company has made the grants 
available. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/1/2021 Louisiana communities that are beginning the huge task of 
clearing debris and repairing the damage inflicted by 
Hurricane Ida are facing the prospect of weeks without 
electricity. Ida devastated the region's power grid, leaving 
all of New Orleans and hundreds of thousands of other 
Louisiana residents in the dark with no clear timeline on 
when the electricity will come back on. Some other areas 
outside New Orleans also suffered major flooding and 
structure damage. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/1/2021 Virginia Governor Ralph Northam has issued a state of 
emergency, a move that allows for the quicker 
mobilization of resources to respond to impacts from 
Tropical Depression Ida. Severe weather is expected to 
continue through today and tomorrow in some parts of 
the state as remnants from Ida began arriving last night. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/1/2021 With Virginia Tech’s sold-out game against Carolina set for 
this Saturday health officials suggest those who are high 
risk for COVID-19 should watch the game at home or wear 
masks. During the New River Health District’s COVID-19 
weekly update, Virginia Tech is hopeful most Hokie fans at 
the game will be vaccinated. But with thousands expected 
to attend, they encourage attendees to still be mindful of 
the risks. 



News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/1/2021 The North Carolina Coastal Federation hosted an 
appreciation lunch for crews who have spent the past two 
years cleaning debris out of public waterways. The project 
hired over 50 fishermen and women as cleanup crew 
members, and they have collected debris since February of 
2019 weighing in at over 1 million pounds. The debris 
removed was either recycled, repurposed, or disposed of 
properly. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/1/2021 The last Air Force transport plane departed Kabul one 
minute before midnight on Monday, raising questions 
about why Biden didn't continue the airlift for at least 
another day. Head of U.S. Central Command said he 
believed remaining Americans who want to leave will still 
be able to and that only around 100 or less remain.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/1/2021 Federal prosecutors in Virginia are launching a new 
violent-crime initiative to increase coordination with state 
and local law enforcement. The U.S. Attorney’s Office for 
the Eastern District of Virginia said that it will assign 
prosecutors in each of its four divisions to Project Safe 
Neighborhood initiatives and they will work with state and 
local partners, as well as other federal agencies, to 
increase community outreach. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/1/2021 An incident between members of the Nelson County 
Sheriff’s Office and a high school student may be reviewed 
by Virginia State Police. The student is scheduled to appear 
in court on Sept. 16. Following the incident, Nelson County 
leaders closed schools on Friday, and again on Monday as 
the sheriff’s office investigated threats of violence via 
social media, but the school should be opened again today. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/1/2021 Multiple thefts have been reported recently in the 
Timberlake area of Campbell County, prompting the 
Sheriff’s Office to issue a reminder to its citizens to lock 
their cars and not leave valuables unsecured. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/2/2021 Louisiana residents still recovering from flooding and 
damage caused by Hurricane Ida and are scrambling for 
food, gas, water and relief from the sweltering heat. 
Thousands of power line workers are working to restore 
electricity and officials have set up more sites where 
residents can get free meals and cool off. If you want to 
help the relief efforts, you can drop off supplies at Sam’s 
Club on Ward’s Rd. in Lynchburg from 10am-6pm today.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/2/2021 Afghan refugees are temporarily staying at Fort Lee in 
Virginia as they take their next steps in the VISA process 
and plan their resettlement. Many of these refugees do 
not have enough clothing and families staying at Fort Lee 
need things for babies and young children. One major 
need is summer clothing, and travel-sized hygiene items.  



News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/2/2021 The U.S. government's highway safety agency wants 
detailed information on how Tesla's Autopilot system 
detects and responds to emergency vehicles parked on 
highways. The letter is part of a wide-ranging investigation 
into how the company's system behaves when first 
responder vehicles are parked. So far, they have been 
responsible for 12 crashes into parked emergency vehicles 
injuring at least 17 and taking the life of one. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/2/2021 The trend of increased passengers continues at the 
Roanoke-Blacksburg Regional Airport. In July, over 50,000 
passengers used the airport, compared to only 46,000 in 
June, an increase of 125 more passengers flying each day. 
Airport traffic continues to get closer and closer to pre-
pandemic levels. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/2/2021 The Buchanan County Sheriff's Office reports that only one 
person remains missing after severe flooding in Hurley 
Virginia.  Buchanan County School officials say Hurley 
Elementary, Middle, and High School will be closed 
through Monday, September 6 due to flooding. Twenty 
homes were also destroyed.  Donations are being accepted 
at several places including Southwest Virginia Community 
College. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/2/2021 Kentucky is among the first states to adopt digital driver's 
licenses, accessible on iPhones. Apple is working with 
several states across the country to allow users to add 
their identification to their digital wallets making them 
accessible on their iPhone and Apple Watch. Apple 
describes it as a more secure and convenient way for 
customers to present their driver’s licenses and state IDs 
on iPhone or Apple Watch. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/2/2021 Calling all parents! Target’s annual car seat trade-in 
program is back. If you have an old car seat you need to 
get rid of Target will offer coupons in exchange for it, even 
if it’s expired or damaged. The program will run from 
Sunday, Sept. 12 through Saturday, Sept. 25 at all locations 
and will be contact-free. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/2/2021 The Bedford County Fair will return on October 15 through 
17 at a new location: The Bedford County Moose Lodge. 
This year, the fair will feature free entertainment and an 
interactive experience in Old McDonald’s farm. There will 
also be a dairy and small animal show, youth livestock 
shows, followed by a firework show and concert. Then on 
Sunday there will be a community worship service, equine 
demonstrations, and a car show. 



News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/3/2021 President Joe Biden detailed his administration's response 
to Hurricane Ida, which knocked out power and wreaked 
havoc along the Gulf Coast before causing flooding and 
tornadoes. He is also set to visit Louisiana today to survey 
some of the damage. FEMA has sent tons of supplies, 
including generators, tarps, and other materials to the 
region, and now federal response teams are working on 
search and rescue. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/3/2021 In the aftermath of two school incidents in North Carolina 
in the opening weeks of the school year, Governor Roy 
Cooper is calling for the use of metal detectors at the 
entrances to at least some of the state’s school buildings. 
He is hoping that metal detectors will help prevent future 
crimes.  

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/3/2021 A program offering $20,000 in cash and incentives for 
remote workers to move to Morgantown West Virginia has 
drawn 53 new residents from as far away as Germany and 
now a second phase is hoping to attract new residents to 
Lewisburg WV. The 2020 census found that West Virginia 
lost more of its residents than any other state.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/3/2021 The International Downtown Association has recognized 
the Downtown Lynchburg Association with the Downtown 
Achievement Award of Excellence for its resourceful 
approaches related to their Downtown-A-Thon. A digital 
12-hour fundraiser that helped keep downtown thriving by 
raising over $50,000.   

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/3/2021 Convoy of Hope has been serving survivors of Hurricane 
Ida in Louisiana and has been helping Afghan refugees get 
resettled in the states. Their Disaster Services team is 
providing food, water, emergency supplies, and hope to 
those affected by Ida along with sending truckloads of 
resources to locations around the U.S. where refugees are 
arriving. Additionally, Convoy will be working with 
international partners near Afghanistan and throughout 
Europe to strategically serve those fleeing the country. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/3/2021 The Supreme Court of Virginia ruled that the state can take 
down the statue of Confederate General Robert E. Lee at 
Monument Avenue in the state’s capital. The high court’s 
ruling came in two lawsuits filed by Virginia residents who 
attempted to block removal. The court ultimately found 
that the deeds that transferred the statue to the state no 
longer apply. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/3/2021 NASA’s newest Mars rover has successfully collected its 
first rock sample for return to Earth, after last month’s 
attempt came up empty. The Perseverance rover's chief 
engineer, called it a perfect core sample. NASA plans to 
launch more spacecraft to retrieve the samples collected 



by Perseverance and engineers are hoping to return as 
many as three dozen samples in about a decade. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/3/2021 The city of Lynchburg is receiving $25 million to help with 
the city's sewage overflows. This comes out of part of the 
state's allocation of the America Rescue Plan Act Funds. 
The $25 million will help complete the project in five years. 
When they started the program, they were discharging 
over 1.2 billion gallons of raw sewage into the James River 
annually. Completing the program will eliminate 95 
percent of that. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/7/2021 The federal pandemic unemployment benefits came to an 
end over the weekend. Now, business owners are hoping it 
will mean the end of their staffing struggles. About 60,000 
Virginians are impacted by the programs ending and as of 
last month, Virginia Beach tourism leaders estimated that 
there were more than 1,000 open positions.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/7/2021 Delivery by drone is awesome and in this case, very 
helpful. A group of drone enthusiasts in Indonesia are 
using their aerial skills to help during the pandemic by 
providing a contactless medicine and food delivery service 
to COVID-19 patients isolating at home. Armed with five 
drones, the seven-member team has been working around 
the clock since early July to provide deliveries. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/7/2021 The U.S. Navy has identified five sailors that lost their lives 
when a helicopter crashed in the Pacific Ocean off 
Southern California. Two were from Virginia, Paul Fridley, a 
pilot from Annandale, and Naval Air Crewman 2nd Class 
James Buriak, from Salem. The Navy said they were doing 
routine flight operations from the deck of the aircraft 
carrier USS Abraham Lincoln and the cause of the crash is 
under investigation.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/7/2021 The Alan Pearson Cancer Center by Centra in Lynchburg is 
low on snacks for their cancer patients. The center needs 
canned drinks (preferably ginger ale), juice pouches or 
boxes, individually wrapped snacks like cheese crackers, 
cookies, chips, and so on.  Items can be dropped off at the 
front door or contact the center alerting them that there 
are donations for the patients being delivered. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/7/2021 Families gathered outside the Virginia Beach Fire Training 
facility over the weekend to welcome home their loved 
ones after a deployment to help those affected by 
Hurricane Ida. Around 45 members of the task force came 
home a week after they’d left for Louisiana to help with 



Hurricane Ida rescue efforts. The group was made up of 
everyone from firefighters to physicians. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/7/2021 If you are in a need of a new car, waiting until 2023 might 
be your best option. A surge in COVID-19 cases from the 
delta variant in several countries has worsened the supply 
shortage of auto-grade chips and further delayed a return 
to normal auto production. That means, that record-high 
prices for vehicles new and used, as well as rental cars will 
extend into next year and might not get better until 2023. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/7/2021 Liberty University attempted to slow the on-campus 
spread of the Delta variant by hosting a COVID-19 vaccine 
clinic for students, faculty, and staff. More than 200 
received their first doses of the Moderna vaccine. Liberty 
has reported nearly 500 active cases this week and more 
than 1,500 are in quarantine. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/7/2021 If you’re driving down the road it’s hard to miss the one 
thousand American flags lining Gravesmill Road in 
Lynchburg, all in support of our troops. It’s the Forest 
Rotary Club’s 4th annual "Field of Honor" display to honor 
the men and women who have and are defending our 
nation around the world.  

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/8/2021 The White House is asking Congress to approve an 
additional $24 billion in spending to handle the costs of 
Hurricane Ida and other natural disasters, as well as $6.4 
billion for the resettlement of evacuees from Afghanistan 
to help with transportation, government processing and 
public health screenings. The sum for Ida-related expenses 
is rough though as much of the damage is still being 
assessed. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/8/2021 A towering statue of Confederate General Robert E. Lee in 
Richmond is coming down today. Virginia Governor Ralph 
Northam initially announced plans to remove the statue in 
June 2020, but the plans were stalled for over a year due 
to two lawsuits filed by residents who opposed its 
removal. However, the Supreme Court’s ruling last week 
cleared the way for the statue to come down. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/8/2021 It’s going to be two weeks until students and staff return 
to in-person learning in Bath County. The school division 
announced that it will pause in-school instruction from 
today through Friday, September 17 due to nine students 
and 3 staff testing positive for COVID-19 and 49 students 
currently quarantined. This comes after it was already 
decided to cancel classes yesterday because of a 
transportation staff shortage. 



News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/8/2021 Gleaning for the World is celebrating National Teddy Bear 
Day with Mister Goodies on Timberlake Road for the 
second year in a row! Their Share-A-Bear-A-Thon will take 
place tomorrow night, from 5 to 9 pm in front of Mister 
Goodies. All donated stuffed animals will be given to 
children whose homes and lives have been turned upside 
down by a natural disaster. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/8/2021 A rally is raising concerns about potential violence on 
capitol hill. Hundreds are expected to protest outside of 
the capitol on September 18 in support of the January 6 
rioters. D.C. Police will be fully activated on that day with 
days off canceled for all officers. The department is also 
monitoring online chatter and travel bookings to gauge the 
possible crowds, and they have requested support from 
neighboring police departments in Maryland and Virginia. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/8/2021 First Lady Jill Biden has resumed teaching writing and 
English in person at a community college in Northern 
Virgnia. She is the first first lady to leave the White House 
and log hours at a full-time job. Jill Biden will teach on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, with travel on days when she is 
not in the classroom. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/8/2021 The N.C. State Fair has announced the concert lineup for 
this fall’s Homegrown Music Fest. The Homegrown Music 
Fest will be held over 11 days on two stages at the State 
Fairgrounds during the fair festivities. There will be 105 
artists performing and with less than 40 days until the fair 
tickets are already on sale. The Fair starts Oct. 14th.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/8/2021 Saturday marks the 20th anniversary of the 9/11 terror 
attacks. Events across the country will mark that fateful 
day including a relay beginning in Virginia and ending at 
Ground Zero in New York City.  The teams of cyclists then 
head to the United Flight 93 Memorial in Pennsylvania. If 
you want to participate, you can run, walk or bike 9.11 
miles in remembrance of those we lost that day. Your 
participation can be documented through social media by 
tagging the 9/11 Promise Run. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/9/2021 The 13 troops that lost their lives in the attack during the 
evacuation mission in Afghanistan late last month have 
been awarded Purple Hearts. They were helping to 
evacuate American Troops and Afghan allies before the 
Aug 31st evacuation deadline. Those they helped rescue 
are now working on relocation in the United States.   

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/9/2021 Vice President Kamala Harris will be in Hampton on Friday. 
It’s unclear at this time who she will meet with. It could be 
to visit Hampton University for HBCU Week, which 
celebrates historically Black colleges and universities. Vice 



President Harris, who graduated from Howard University, 
tweeted about HBCU Week earlier this week. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/9/2021 Amid a staffing shortage, Pulaski County Public Schools has 
announced its plans for virtual learning days for its middle 
and high school students all next week starting on 
Monday.  On these days, students are expected to 
participate in virtual classes and will have the same class 
schedule they do for in-person instruction. Officials said 
that the decision was made due to a staffing shortage and 
not COVID-19 cases. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/9/2021 You have a chance to see former NASCAR drive Kyle Petty 
at the national D-Day Memorial on Sept 21st.  This year the 
Kyle Petty Charity Ride Across America, will be to the 
National D-Day Memorial in Bedford. The ride raises funds 
for Victory Junction, a camp in North Carolina for children 
with serious illnesses and disabilities.  

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/9/2021 New Orleans lifted their nightly curfew yesterday as the 
city moves closer to regaining full power. Now over a week 
after Hurricane Ida, hundreds of thousands outside the city 
are still without lights and water and more than a quarter 
of a million children are still unable to return to schools. 
Thankfully damage to schools seems to be minimal, but 
power needs to be restored, and teachers, staff and 
families need to return to the city before they can go back. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/9/2021 The Liberty Christian Academy Early Learning Center 
announced that it will temporarily close due to COVID-19 
concerns. The school said that a high number of faculty 
staff are in quarantine, leading to a shortage of teachers 
and substitutes. The school will be closed today and 
tomorrow, but they hope to reopen Monday if staffing 
allows.  

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/9/2021 Roanoke is planning to make its largest investment in the 
park system’s infrastructure in the past 20 years. The City 
of Roanoke Department of Parks and Recreation is set to 
invest more than $2.3 million in the park system to 
promote community wellness and quality family time 
along with improving environmental quality and 
connecting with nature. 



News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/9/2021 The Town of Rocky Mount, in Franklin County, has 
unveiled a new branding campaign, calling itself 
“Something Else.” The town says the statement was 
created to “highlight its authentic sense of community, 
and to share the message that while some may think they 
know Rocky Mount, the town is ‘Something Else.’ The 
hope is that this campaign appeals not only to those who 
live there but to those who are visiting. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/10/2021 Some 200 foreigners, including Americans, flew out of 
Afghanistan on an international commercial flight from 
Kabul airport yesterday, the first departure since U.S and 
foreign forces concluded their withdrawal at the end of 
last month. Two senior Taliban officials helped facilitate 
the departure.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/10/2021 Work crews ended the search for a time capsule they 
believed was buried inside the pedestal under the statue 
of Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee in Richmond. They did 
however insert a new time capsule in the base containing 
items reflective of current times, including an expired vial 
of the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine, and a Black Lives Matter 
sticker among other things. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/10/2021 The new Berkley Supermarket in Norfolk opened its doors 
to shoppers this week. Following the closure of a Farm 
Fresh store, at the peak of the pandemic, this entire 
community had to drive to another city to reach the 
closest grocery store.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/10/2021 If you are looking for something to do over the next few 
weeks, the Beaver Dam Farm Sunflower Festival starts 
today and runs through Sept. 19 in Botetourt County. The 
festival will have more than 600,000 sunflowers, over 93 
hand-made crafters, children’s activities, food vendors, live 
music and more. This is the first and largest sunflower 
festival and artisan show on the East coast. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/10/2021 Tomorrow marks the 20th anniversary of the 9-11 terror 
attacks. On that day nearly 3,000 lost their lives and it 
remains the worst foreign attack on U.S. soil.  The Fire 
Department of New York also lost 343 firefighters as they 
rescued survivors from the World Trade Center. You can 
check out Myjourneyfm.com for a link to the 9-11 
memorial site.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/10/2021 Law enforcement officials concerned by the prospect for 
violence at a rally in the nation's capital next week are 
planning to reinstall protective fencing that surrounded 
the U.S. Capitol for months after the Jan. 6th, riots. A 
security plan that is being finalized calls for a fenced 
perimeter on the streets immediately surrounding the 



Capitol building and the Supreme Court, though not 
around the congressional office buildings nearby.  

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/10/2021 Norfolk State University is set to launch the Spartan 
Innovation Academy program that will provide students, 
faculty, and staff with Apple devices. NSU will be the first 
Historically Black College and University to launch this 
program which will give every student an iPad Pro, Apple 
Pencil, Apple Smart Keyboard, and AirPods. The university 
will also provide MacBook Pro notebooks to students 
based on their majors in addition to iMac desktop 
computers. Students will then be able to purchase their 
devices for just $1 when they graduate. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/10/2021 Busch Gardens in Williamsburg is set to launch a new 
rollercoaster in March 2022. The new ride, Pantheon, is set 
to feature two inversions, four launches, five hills, a 95-
degree drop, at a height of 180 feet, and a record-breaking 
top speed of 73 miles per hour. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/13/2021 Forecasters at the National Hurricane Center in Miami said 
that Tropical Storm Nicholas has formed in the Gulf of 
Mexico. Warnings have been issued for coastal Texas and 
the northeast coast of Mexico as Nicholas is expected to 
produce rainfall up to 10 inches with isolated amounts of 
15 inches, across portions of coastal Texas into southwest 
Louisiana through midweek.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/13/2021 Carilion Clinic in Roanoke has set up an outdoor tent to 
assist with waiting room needs. The climate-controlled 
tent is set up next to the emergency department and 
allows for social distancing as the center continues to 
monitor COVID-19 cases. The center asks that the 
community reserves the emergency department only for 
emergencies. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/13/2021 A nonprofit horse farm kicked off its biggest annual 
fundraiser to help veterans who struggle with PTSD. 
Freedom Fest recognizes the American heroes that take 
their own lives, and New Freedom Farm offers equestrian 
therapy to help veterans cope. Freedom Fest will continue 
throughout the month on Saturdays and Sundays from 9 
a.m. to 6 p.m.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/13/2021 Over the weekend hundreds took on a 110 flight climb at 
the Salem Memorial Ballpark in honor of the New York 
firefighters who lost their lives on 9/11. 110 is the number 
of flights firefighters needed to climb up the World Trade 



Center. More than $20,000 was raised to support families 
of local fallen firefighters. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/13/2021 Iran has agreed to allow international inspectors to install 
new memory cards into surveillance cameras at their 
sensitive nuclear sites. Iran maintains its program is 
peaceful, even though they are enriching uranium to the 
closest-ever levels of weapons-grade purity. The 
agreement will ensure continuity of knowledge that will 
help the watchdog piece together the data it needs in 
future. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/13/2021 Students in Suffolk who want to play sports or participate 
in extracurricular activities this year have a choice to get 
vaccinated or get tested regularly for COVID-19. The 
Suffolk School Board voted to require all students 
participating in sports and other extracurriculars in middle 
school and high school to either get vaccinated or be 
subject to weekly testing for the virus. The students, if 
eligible to get the vaccine, will need to be fully vaccinated 
by Nov. 12.  

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/13/2021 Liberty University is returning to in-person instruction after 
a two-week break in which they saw a record number of 
confirmed COVID-19 cases on campus. They will keep 
going with masks and physical distancing measures 
encouraged. Liberty is one of the few universities in the 
state that hasn’t mandated COVID-19 vaccinations. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/13/2021 River Ridge Mall in Lynchburg hosted ‘Heroes Serving the 
Community’ over the weekend where the Virginia State 
Police, the Lynchburg Police, and fire departments and the 
Bedford County Sheriff’s Office were on hand to interact 
with families, pass out free giveaways and allow children 
to climb into their emergency vehicles. The event also 
included a free car seat giveaway and inspection. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/14/2021 The average person doesn’t need a COVID-19 booster yet. 
The experts reviewed studies of the vaccines' performance 
and concluded the shots are working well despite the delta 
variant, especially against severe illness.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/14/2021 A global nonprofit and Virginia’s largest electricity 
company are announcing plans to develop a large-scale 
solar project on former mines in the southwest Virginia 
coalfields. Dominion Energy Virginia plans to repurpose 
about 1,200 acres of the former Red Onion surface mine 
for the 50-megawatt Highlands Solar project. 



News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/14/2021 A plane crashed at the Virginia Highlands Airport while it 
was in the process of landing. The pilot says he 
experienced problems with steering before the crash. He 
was transported to Bristol Regional Medical Center for 
treatment of non-life-threatening injuries. The incident 
remains under investigation. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/14/2021 Art Alley is Downtown Lynchburg Association’s newest 
project that will transform the end of 11th Street between 
Commerce Street and the Bluffwalk into a colorful, art-
filled alleyway for the whole city to enjoy. It will include an 
outdoor art gallery, large-scale murals, and a colorfully 
painted street all designed by professional artists from 
Central Virginia. The theme is “spark joy” with the hope 
bring to encourage tourism and support local businesses. 
The entire project will be done by Oct. 1. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/14/2021 Hurricane Nicholas made landfall this morning along the 
Texas coast, threatening the state with fierce winds, heavy 
rain, and possible flooding. Residents along the coast are 
facing a storm surge of up to 5 feet, according to the 
National Hurricane Center. Already, there are more than 
130,000 customers without power and 
Emergency officials are asking residents not to remove or 
go around the road blocks that are in place for safety. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/14/2021 The Food and Drug Administration’s vaccine chief said the 
agency will rapidly evaluate COVID-19 vaccinations for 
younger children. Vaccinations for 5- to 11-year-olds will 
possibly be underway by year’s end or maybe sooner as 
Pfizer, is expected to turn over its study results by the end 
of September. Right now, anyone 12 and older is eligible. 
But with schools reopening and the delta variant causing 
more infections among kids, many parents are wondering 
when younger children can get the shots. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/14/2021 Governor Ralph Northam was in Newport News yesterday 
to sign the Voting Rights Act of Virginia. This will provide 
protections against voter suppression, discrimination or 
intimidation. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/14/2021 The Bedford County Sheriff's Office is investigating a series 
of car break-ins around Diamond Hill Road and the 
Goodview/Moneta area. Officials say the suspects appear 
to be seeking out unlocked vehicles and stealing items left 
inside. Anyone with information on these break-ins is 
asked to call the sheriff’s office. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/15/2021 Flu season is rapidly approaching, and the COVID-19 
pandemic isn’t over, so booster shots may also be in many 
Americans' futures. Although the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention is only recommending booster 
shots for those immunocompromised currently. Experts 



say that if you want to get the Flu shot you do not need to 
space it out with the Covid vaccine.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/15/2021 The Third Annual Virginia March for Life is this Friday. The 
event will start with a rally at the State Capitol in 
Washington DC at noon followed by a march at 1:00 p.m. 
More details, including a list of speakers, will be 
announced soon.   

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/15/2021 Bedford County is now home to a manufacturing company 
that plans to bring new jobs to the area. WexcoUSA just 
opened in Bedford in the former Bunker Hill Foods plant 
along Moneta Road. They will create 20 new jobs over the 
next few years. A ribbon-cutting will be held Saturday, at 
10 a.m. followed by a tour of the facility. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/15/2021 The Danville-Pittsylvania County Fair starts Friday! There 
will be many fun-filled events such as Demolition Derbys, 
figure-eight racing, bull riding and more! The fair will run 
until next Wednesday. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/15/2021 Tropical Storm Nicholas slowed to a crawl over the 
Houston area after making landfall earlier this week as a 
hurricane, knocking out power to a half-million homes and 
businesses and dumping more than a foot of rain along the 
same area swamped by Hurricane Harvey in 2017. Nicholas 
could potentially stall over storm-battered Louisiana and 
could bring floods across the Deep South over the coming 
days. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/15/2021 Newport News-based Aery Aviation is investing $15.3 
million to expand its headquarters, which will bring more 
than 200 new jobs to the area with an average salary of 
$85,000. It also allows them to have their manufacturing 
plant next to where the work is going on, making 
everything more efficient. They plan to break ground next 
week and take about 10 to 12 months to complete. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/15/2021 As the Delta variant sweeps across Virginia, wait times are 
growing at hospitals. Health officials are urging you to only 
come to emergency rooms for emergency care. For COVID-
19 testing, they advise going to an urgent care facility or 
pharmacy. Now is not the time to use hospitals as your 
primary place of care as many are confusing COVID-19 
symptoms with seasonal allergies. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/15/2021 Effective today and until further notice, Harris Teeter will 
limit its store hours to 6 a.m. through 9 p.m. because of 
COVID-19 and worker availability. Other changes include: 
the Fresh Foods Market Service Counter and Butcher and 
Fisherman’s Market Service Counters will close by 8 p.m. 



News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/16/2021 Fire crews moved to ramp up the battle against two 
expanding forest fires threatening Sequoia National Park’s 
giant sequoia trees. The Colony and Paradise fires were 
ignited by lightning strikes last week, and cover about 14 
miles in California’s steep Sierra Nevada. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/16/2021 Dominion Energy, Sentara, TowneBank and other large 
corporations could soon help revitalize the area in and 
around the Virginia Beach Oceanfront. The idea is known 
as the “B-4 Conservancy,” B-4, standing for “Believe, Bring, 
Build and Become,” aims at revitalizing the oceanfront.  
Under the plan the conservancy would take in private 
funds from the big businesses and turn them around to 
pay for social and educational investments in the 
surrounding communities. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/16/2021 Norfolk Sheriff’s Deputy Jacob Wright was awarded the 
2021 Deputy Sheriff of the Year Award at the Virginia 
Sheriffs’ Association Annual Conference. Wright was 
presented the award in recognition of his actions during an 
incident near the Berkley Bridge where he climbed up the 
interstate embankment, to locate an injured victim, who 
ultimately survived because of his actions. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/16/2021 Get your tickets for the Kyle Petty Charity Ride in Bedford! 
The former NASCAR driver hosts an annual charity ride 
with dozens of bikers to raise money for Victory Junction. 
The organization provides a year-round camp experience 
for kids with chronic illness or disabilities. They will kick off 
the ride at the National D-Day Memorial Sept. 21 at 11:30 
a.m. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/16/2021 In just two days, the two men looking to be Virginia’s next 
governor will face off in their first debate. With less than 
two months until voters head to the polls, Republican 
Glenn Youngkin and Democrat and former Governor Terry 
McAuliffe are gearing up for their first and only debate in 
Southwest Virginia. Tonight’s debate will be held at the 
Appalachian School of Law in Grundy and on Sept. 28, 
you’ll be able to watch them debate again at Northern 
Virginia Community College on WSLS.com. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/16/2021 SpaceX’s first private flight blasted off last night with two 
contest winners, a health care worker, and their rich 
sponsor. This was the first time a rocket went into orbit 
with an all-amateur crew, there were no professional 
astronauts on board. 
The 4 passengers will spend three days circling the world 
higher than the International Space Station before they 
splash down off the Florida coast this weekend. 



News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/16/2021 The Downtown Norfolk Council won’t have First Fridays for 
the rest of 2021. 
First Fridays was a big hit when it returned this summer, 
with many packing Granby Street for the first event back in 
August and then one in September. Officials say around 
5,000 attended each block party. That’s more than double 
the amount who typically attended First Fridays pre-
pandemic. Officials with the council say they didn’t expect 
such large crowds and they needed to stop until spring to 
re-evaluate staffing and organization. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/16/2021 If you head to Roanoke, you will now be able to explore 
Virginia Tech’s newest scientific discoveries. From flying 
snakes to honeybee habitats, Roanoke’s Science Museum 
of Western Virginia will display four new museum exhibits 
based on the research of Virginia Tech’s students and 
faculty. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/17/2021 The U.S. Capitol Police are preparing for Saturday's Justice 
for J6 rally by asking the U.S. Department of Defense if 
they can receive support from the DC National Guard. 
Justice for J6 is a rally to support the Capitol rioters from 
January 6th. Capitol Police said since the riot they have 
improved training, created a Critical Incident Response 
Plan, got more equipment and technology, and launched a 
department-wide planning process.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/17/2021 No more forgetting your passwords! Microsoft says you no 
longer need it and they are now offering you the option to 
access your accounts without one. You can choose 
between downloading the Microsoft Authenticator app 
which sends a verification code to your phone or 
secondary email address, or Windows Hello, that involves 
scanning your face, eye or fingerprint. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/17/2021 High school football is back in full swing, but there is a new 
type of problem. There’s a shortage of referees and it 
leading to game cancelations in some cases. About 150 
officials currently working, and they need about 25 more. 
Both men and women are eligible for the job.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/17/2021 The Lynchburg Humane Society is hoping to find some pets 
their forever homes this weekend. Today through Sunday, 
the humane society is holding its "Fall in Love" adoption 
event. That means cats, dogs and right now bunnies will 
have adoption fees of just $10. 



News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/17/2021 Need to prove you’re vaccinated for COVID-19? Virginia 
has now made it easier than ever. The Virginia Department 
of Health is now providing QR codes for individuals as 
proof of vaccination. QR codes are barcodes that can be 
scanned with smartphones. The idea is to improve the 
security of vaccination information while protecting 
individual privacy. They will also be digitally signed by the 
VDH, meaning that they cannot be altered and will only be 
available to others when you want to share it. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/17/2021 Voters can hit the polls starting today in Lynchburg at 9 
a.m. for early voting. 
As of now, they are expecting 6,000 early votes over the 
next 45 days. Early voting will run until Oct. 30.  

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/17/2021 Your electric bill might be a little higher in a few months. 
Appalachian Power said they have filed a request with the 
Virginia State Corporation Commission to increase the fuel 
rate for Virginia customers. Should their request be 
approved, Appalachian Power will implement the higher 
rate in November. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/17/2021 If you live in Virginia Beach, you might have noticed your 
neighborhood park is becoming overgrown with grass and 
weeds. Parks and recreation said the reason is that their 
department is down 31% in their groundskeeping 
positions. This makes the ability to maintain your 
neighborhood park a lot harder.  

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/20/2021 Two lightning-sparked wildfires in California merged and 
threatened the edge of a grove of ancient sequoias. A shift 
in the weather led to growth on the fires as firefighters 
wrapped the base of trees with a type of aluminum that 
can withstand high heat. So far, the fires have caused over 
2,500 to evacuate. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/20/2021 Virginia prison officials say they are experiencing a severe 
staffing crisis and are seeking to increase starting salaries 
for correctional officers by about 25% to recruit and retain 
officers. Right now, they are short more than 1,600 
officers, a situation they say jeopardizes security and 
safety for inmate, staff, and the public. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/20/2021 Pittsylvania County leaders are hoping to lessen the 
burden on residents when it comes to tax revenue. 
Between the new taxes and rising home values, county 
leaders hope they will be able to lower property tax rates. 
Property value re-evaluations are underway right now and 
will be sent out in November. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/20/2021 Four space tourists safely ended their trailblazing trip with 
a splashdown in the Atlantic off the Florida coast. Their 
SpaceX capsule parachuted into the ocean not far from 
where their flight began three days earlier. The all-



amateur crew was the first to circle the world without a 
professional astronaut. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/20/2021 Law enforcement was out in large numbers over the 
weekend in Washington DC because of concerns that a 
rally would turn violent. Thankfully it didn’t as the crowd 
was small, and incidents were few. Law enforcement had 
prepared for a confrontation by erecting temporary 
fencing around the Capitol and deploying heavy dump 
trucks around the rally site. Local police departments and 
the U.S. National Guard were on standby. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/20/2021 The Hampton Roads Bridge Tunnel expansion project aims 
to alleviate backups by adding two new tunnels and four 
additional lanes. It is the largest highway project in Virginia 
history. Now a machine is set to arrive sometime before 
the end of the year after being disassembled and loaded 
onto a ship from Germany to come to Virginia. Then it will 
be reassembled here, and the digging should start mid- 
next year. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/20/2021 First responders and law enforcement officers from across 
southwest Virginia joined together to salute the bravery 
and sacrifice of a fallen hero, U.S. Army Sargent Ryan 
Knauss (Naws), as he was transported from Tennessee to 
his final resting place at Arlington National Cemetery. 
Knauss was one of the 13 U.S. service members that lost 
his life during the attack on the Kabul Airport in 
Afghanistan. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/20/2021 A project is underway by the Cape Hatteras National 
Seashore as they plan to repair the lighthouse and 
surrounding landscape. The public will have a 30-day 
comment period where they can voice concerns. Two 
meetings will be held by the Seashore, as part of the public 
comment period. One meeting will be held in-person 
(RSVPs required) and the other meeting will be held 
virtually. The in-person meeting is Sept. 28 from 6-7 p.m. 
at the Cape Hatteras Secondary School. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/30/2021 Those who’ve received a third dose of a Covid-19 vaccine 
are reporting side effects like those after the second dose. 
As of last week, 2.2 million in the United States have 
received additional doses of the vaccines. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/30/2021 Norfolk leaders have agreed to purchase a city motel to 
serve as the permanent location for its homeless shelter. 
The Norfolk City Council unanimously approved $4.5 
million to purchase the Budget Lodge on Tidewater Drive 
and are working on improvements. 



News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/30/2021 It could start taking longer for the mail you send and 
receive to reach its destination. The United States Postal 
Service said it may be slowing down your delivery time 
depending on where it's going. Starting tomorrow morning 
it could take one to five days instead of one to three days 
to get to your destination. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/30/2021 The Bedford County Fair leaders announced on Facebook 
that the fair, which was scheduled for Oct. 15-17, is 
postponed at this time. While a new date hasn’t been 
announced yet, officials say they are considering an 
alternative spring event once it is safer to do so. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/30/2021 Beachgoers along the east coast of the United States 
should beware of life-threatening surf and rip currents this 
weekend as Hurricane Sam turns northward. Forecasters 
expect the Category 4 hurricane to remain at sea, but with 
top winds of 130 mph, it's already sending dangerous 
ocean swells inland. Rough surf is expected along U.S. east 
coast beaches by the weekend. 

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/30/2021 President Biden said they will pass a bird protection law to 
resume enforcement actions against companies 
responsible for deaths that could have been prevented. 
The move came as North American bird numbers have 
plummeted drastically in recent decades. Enforcement will 
resume in 60 days. 

News 7:00/8:00 AM 9/30/2021 Although we just entered the fall season, the Virginia Dept. 
of Transportation is preparing for winter. Right now, they 
are looking to hire snow and ice removers for the Salem 
area.  

News 6:30/7:30/8:30 
AM 

9/30/2021 One of the biggest (and fattest) events of the year has 
returned! Yesterday marked the start of 2021 Fat Bear 
Week at a National Park in Alaska, where more than 2,000 
brown bears live and eat a whole bunch of salmon. Fat 
bear fans can click to vote on which one they think is the 
fattest in head-to-head matchups. The bear with the most 
votes advances. 

 


