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DAILY

11:30 a.m. Event PSAs
8 a.m. Activities of the Day
8:30 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. Hatteras Island Venues Seasonally
9:30 a.m. & 3:30 p.m. Cape Hatteras Electric Cooperative Messages and 
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7 p.m. Night Skies
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Announcements at  :15, :30 and :45 



July

Weekly News Summary for July 7, 2019.

Hatteras Island enjoys a patriotic holiday

Hatteras village’s seventh annual Golf Cart Parade brought lots of red, white and 
blue and United States flags to NC 12. Some 40 golf carts made the short journey 
from Teach’s Lair Marina to Eagle Pass Road. 

Thursday evening was topped off by the public fireworks display at the Avon pier. 
The fireworks show is sponsored by the Avon Property Owners Association in 
cooperation with the National Park Service. The show is funded by The Outer 
Banks Visitors Bureau, local businesses and organizations, and individuals. 
Consider making a donation for next year’s show.

For great photographs of these two events and to find out parade winners, go to 
Island Free Press dot org. 

Wednesday storm hits seven houses

Mid-afternoon Wednesday, July 3, the villages of Rodanthe, Waves and Salvo 
were hit with a strong thunderstorm.

Lightning bolts hit seven houses.

No one was injured. The lightning did not start fires.

At one point, the Chicamacomico Banks Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department 
had three calls come in at the same time. Two houses, though on different streets, 
were actually just two doors apart.

Wind gusted to 34 miles per hour at 3:44. Minor damage, such as some shingles 
blown off a roof and porch screens blown out, occurred.

Rain poured down, over two inches, in a short time. Roads were flooded.



Another smaller storm came through in early evening July 4, wetting down 
vegetation.

Chicamacomico Banks Fire Chief Mike Daugherty reported no fires from the 
multiple displays of illegal fireworks.

Cape Hatteras lighthouse move celebrated

On July 1, 1999, the Cape Hatteras Lighthouse moved 354.65 feet. It was the 
longest move of the 23 days that the lighthouse travelled that year.

In all, the lighthouse moved 2,900 feet away from an encroaching Atlantic Ocean.

For some 35 years, the National Park Service studied the lighthouse situation. The 
agency asked the National Academy of Science for options. The academy 
suggested 10 options. Two, a revetment and an incremental move, were studied.

Some 250 people attended the celebration of the 20th anniversary of the Move of 
the Cape Hatteras Lighthouse. On July 1, a large tent was set up on the grounds of 
the new location for the celebration. Another 1,000 people watched the program 
that was live streamed by Outer Banks Forever.

Six speakers made presentations followed by a panel of move participants 
answering questions. 

A display of artifacts and a history of the move are in a small, first floor room in 
the double keepers’ quarters, part of the Cape Hatteras Lighthouse Station.

Lighthouse restoration continues

At the Celebration of the 20th Anniversary of the Cape Hatteras Lighthouse Move, 
Dave Hallac, Superintendent of the National Parks in Eastern North Carolina, 
announced that the lighthouse preservation story will continue.

The park service is currently planning a comprehensive restoration of the famed 
lighthouse.

A 591-page Historic Structures Report published in 2016 will guide the restoration.



Slated for work are lighthouse masonry, the lantern room, and all metal work 
which will receive anti-corrosion treatments. The lighthouse will be painted.

Historic features that were removed or altered will be restored.

Several more items from the Cape Hatteras National Seashore

Cape Hatteras National Seashore recently made structural improvements to the 
Avon Fishing pier, which is owned by the National Park Service. Koru Village, 
Inc. has a concession agreement to operate the pier.

The project saw eight new cross brace members installed between existing piling 
under the pier house. The Charleston, South Carolina, contractor also performed an 
evaluation of depth of pilings supporting the pier house. The project cost just shy 
of $60,000 dollars.

Additional beach users counted

This past week, beach goers shared the Cape Hatteras National Seashore beach at 
Cape Point with close to 30 least tern nests and more than 50 least tern eggs and 
multiple chicks.

Only one active piping plover nest remains at Cape Point. Two piping plover 
chicks have fledged this season at Cape Point. 

Colonial waterbird active nests elsewhere on Hatteras Island number 15 with 20 
chicks.

Hatteras Island beaches had 10 American oystercatcher nests this season. Seven 
chicks remain and six have fledged.

On all Cape Hatteras National Seashore beaches which include Bodie, Hatteras and 
Ocracoke Islands, 253 sea turtle nests have been counted as of July 7th. Pea Island 
National Wildlife Refuge staffers have counted 25 nests, bringing the total nests on 
federal beaches to 278.

In North Carolina, only Cape Lookout National Seashore with 319 nests has more 
than Cape Hatteras.



The National Park Service warns that sand is extra soft at many off-road vehicles 
ramps and routes. The park service highly recommends airing down tires to at least 
20 pounds per square inch. 

Swimmer near Oregon Inlet missing.

At 9:17 the morning of July third, the National Park Service learned that 60-year-
old John Carmichael Healy was missing near Oregon Inlet.

Healy started a swim with a boogie board, which was later found between the old 
and new Oregon Inlet bridges.

The United States Coast Guard, North Carolina Marine Patrol, Fish and Wildlife 
Service, and National Park Service Rangers all helped search for the swimmer.

United States Coast Guard suspended search operations after sixteen and a half 
hours. The search area covered over 43 nautical miles.

Pathway grant application filed.

A BUILD grant application was filed Friday, July 5, requesting $1 point 56 million 
dollars to construct pathways in Hatteras village.

If awarded to Hatteras village, the federal transportation grant will pave 3 point 7 
miles of pathway in the right-of-way of N C 12 from the top of the village to the N 
C D O T ferry terminal and along Eagle Pass Road.

The grant was submitted by Dare County for the Hatteras Village Community 
Center District, which is spending $222,000 dollars for surveying and preliminary 
design for the project.

Discover Dare County with New Community Map

Dare County Geographical Information Services recently launched an interactive 
community map web application.

Based on your location or by looking up an address, users can learn more about 
community amenities and discover a wide variety of useful information. For 



example, buttons are available for beach and sound accesses and parks by amenity 
and find closest recycling drop-off center, look at walking trails and boardwalks, 
find local attractions, public docks, boat slips or kayak launches and polling 
locations. Transportation information is also available, including ferry schedules, 
traffic cameras, and evacuation routes. Access the community map at community 
dot dare county dot gov. 

Now for events you may be interested in coming up this week:

On July 9, the Republican Congressional Primary Runoff for the third district will 
be held. Precinct polling places open from 6:30 in the morning to 7:30 at night.

Also on Tuesday, July 9, a Hurricane Community Forum is offered by the National 
Weather Service. The program starts at 7 in the evening at Cape Hatteras 
Secondary School, 48576 NC 12 in Buxton.

The Hatteras Grand Slam, an off-shore fishing tournament, starts Wednesday 
evening. Fishing days are Thursday, Friday and Saturday, with participants 
choosing two of the three days.

On Friday, a Light House Arts and Crafts show takes place at the Buxton Family 
Life Center, across from Cape Hatteras Secondary tennis courts. Show hours are 
10 in the morning to 3 in the afternoon.

Also on Friday, Village Preschool in Rodanthe has an open house for those 
interested in seeing the facility at Fair Haven United Methodist Church. The drop-
in open house runs from 4:30 to 6:30 in the evening. Pickup registration for the 
upcoming school year. 

Great things happen every day on Hatteras Island.

Check out the programming at Graveyard of the Atlantic Museum and the Hatteras 
Island Ocean Center in Hatteras village. The Dare County library in Hatteras 
village has a summer reading program with a special treats on Tuesdays.



Weekly news summary for July 14, 2019.

It’s hot, real hot

Today, the National Park Service issued a heat advisory until 7 this evening. The 
heat index could reach 107 degrees because of temperatures in the high 90s and 
high humidity.

Stay cool in air-conditioned rooms. Drink water. Limit alcohol.

Prevent tragedy. Never leave a child or pet alone in a closed vehicle. 

Heat advisories are likely to be issued all week says the weather service. Listen to 
Radio Hatteras or NOAA weather radio for information.

New seasonal speed limit in place

On July 9, the speed limit was changed in two places on Hatteras Island.

The seasonal speed limit is now 45 miles per hour between Avon and Buxton and 
between Frisco and Hatteras, two areas that traverse Cape Hatteras National 
Seashore lands.

On September 15, the speed limit will go back to 55 miles per hour.

Cape Hatteras National Seashore Superintendent Dave Hallac reports the park 
service has been working with N C D O T for two years on safety issues about 
Haulover between Avon and Hatteras and Sandy Bay between Frisco and Hatteras. 
Recently, Kite Point has been added as an area of safety concern.

Hallac has received numerous complaints registering safety concerns.

The National Park Service suggested lowering the speed limit to include all of the 
area between Avon and Buxton or just the area around Haulover and Kite Point. N 
C D O T analyzed the situation and determined that the seasonal 45 mile per hour 
speed limit was warranted, wrote Hallac in an email.

Additional safety measures under consideration are realigning crosswalks at 
Haulover and Kite Point and additional signage.



Bridge work continues

On the new bridge over Oregon Inlet, lane closures have been temporarily 
suspended for heavy summertime traffic. Finish-up work will restart around 
September 15, reports the Island Free Press in an extensive summary of bridge 
work underway.

Additionally, the current speed limit on the new bridge is 45 miles per hour, 
because the bridge is still considered an active construction zone. After 
construction is completed, the speed limit will be 55 miles per hour.

Demolition on the old Oregon Inlet bridge is 15 percent completed. The debris is 
barged to existing off-shore artificial reefs.

At the Rodanthe bridge, work trestles are under construction. Access ramps are 
shaping up at both ends of the bridge.

Special Congressional election candidates set for September 10

In a second Republican party primary held July 9, state Representative and 
physician Greg Murphy won the Republican nomination for the North Carolina 
Third Congressional District, a seat vacant since the death of Walter B. Jones Jr. in 
February.

Murphy will now face Democratic nominee Allen Thomas, former mayor of 
Greenville and Constitution Party candidate Greg Holt and Libertarian candidate 
Tim Harris. The special election is set for September 10.

In the second primary election, Murphy from Greenville won decisively with 
21,444 votes or 59 point 7 percent of the vote over pediatrician Joan Perry, from 
Kinston.

In northeastern North Carolina, Republican voters in Dare, Camden, Chowan, 
Tyrrell, Hyde, and Perquimans supported Murphy. Perry carried Currituck and 
Pasquotank.

The third district has 17 counties and 236 precincts. Republicans cast 35,945 votes 
across the district. In Dare County, Murphy won 839 to 501.



Hatteras channel clear

At the Dare County Waterways Commission meeting this past week, it was 
reported that shoaled channels in Hatteras Inlet are clear.

Some 48 recreational boats made safe passage through the channel during the 60th 
Marlin Club tournament, reports the Island Free Press.

At the Dare County Board of Commissioners meeting Monday, update on the 
condition of the Rodanthe Harbor Emergency Ferry access will be provided. 

Dare commissioners meet July 15 

On Monday, July 15, Dare County Commissioners convene at 5 p.m. for the 
board’s only regularly-scheduled meeting in July.

The meeting will be held in the commissioner’s meeting room at 954 Marshall C. 
Collins Dr., Manteo.

Hatteras Islanders can made public comment on any topic from the Fessenden 
Center Annex on Buxton Back Road.

After public comment, a report about modernizing the Dare County Regional 
Airport will be delivered.

The commissioners will receive a recommendation regarding adoption of the 
Capital Improvements Plan for 2020 through 2024. Specific projects for Hatteras 
Island include replacing scales at the Buxton Transfer station in 2021; replacing 
the roof at the Hatteras Medical Center in 2020 and work on the H V A C system 
at the Fessenden Center in 2022.

Also, the board will take steps on the new College of The Albemarle campus and 
the county’s new animal shelter.

Moon landing events listed

Some 50 years ago July 20, hundreds of people gathered at the Wright Brothers 
National Memorial to watch man’s first steps on the moon.

That event will be recreated on Saturday, July 20, 2019.



The 50th anniversary of the Apollo Moon Landing will also be celebrated on 
Thursday, July 18 with a Movie Night at Dowdy Park in Nags Head and on Friday, 
July 19 with a Homemade Rocket Launch at Jockey’s Ridge State Park.

Check out the details of the event schedule at Wright Brothers National Memorial 
posted on Island Free Press.

Some Hatteras Island events listed.

Hatteras Island has all sorts of activities for residents and visitors. Here are some 
scheduled for this upcoming week.

On Monday, take time to learn about beach safety at the Hatteras Island Rescue 
Squad in Buxton. The class starts at 9:30 a.m. Program is for all ages.

At noon, the Primetimers meet for a potluck lunch at the Rodanthe-Waves-Salvo 
Community Building, Rodanthe. All ages welcome.

On Tuesday, experience the Avon Farmer’s Market from 9 in the morning to 1 in 
the afternoon at the Beach Klub in Avon. The market continues weekly through 
September 3

On Wednesday and Thursday, staff with North Carolina’s Division of Motor 
Vehicles will set up a mobile office at the Hatteras Village Civic Center. Doors 
open at 8 in the morning and close at 5 in the afternoon on Wednesday and 4 on 
Thursday.

In Avon on Wednesday, the Grub Club offers a free midday meal from 11:30 to 
12:30 at St. John United Methodist Church, Avon, for children of all ages.

A Bake Sale and Ice Cream Social is set for 2 to 5 on Wednesday afternoon at 
Buxton United Methodist Church on NC 12, across from Cape Hatteras Secondary 
School, Buxton

On Wednesday evening, go play BINGO at Cape Hatteras Anglers Club, Light 
Plant Road in Buxton. Doors open at 6. Games start at 7. 

On Thursday, experience living history at Chicamacomico Life-Saving Station in 
Rodanthe. The beach apparatus drill is performed at 2 in the afternoon.



And remember, special places offer all sorts of activities. Check out online 
schedules for the Cape Hatteras National Seashore, the Graveyard of the Atlantic 
Museum, Hatteras Island Ocean Center, Chicamacomico Life-Savings Station, and 
Pea Island National Wildlife Refuge. 

Stay cool. Be safe out there. Thanks for listening. This is Radio Hatteras.

Cape Hatteras lighthouse move celebrated

On July 1, 1999, the Cape Hatteras Lighthouse moved 354.65 feet. It was the 
longest move of the 23 days that the lighthouse travelled that year.

In all, the lighthouse moved 2,900 feet away from an encroaching Atlantic Ocean.

For some 35 years, the National Park Service studied the lighthouse situation. The 
agency asked the National Academy of Science for options. The academy 
suggested 10 options. Two, a revetment and an incremental move, were studied.

Some 250 people attended the celebration of the 20th anniversary of the Move of 
the Cape Hatteras Lighthouse. On July 1, a large tent was set up on the grounds of 
the new location for the celebration. Another 1,000 people watched the program 
that was live streamed by Outer Banks Forever.

Six speakers made presentations followed by a panel of move participants 
answering questions. 

A display of artifacts and a history of the move are in a small, first floor room in 
the double keepers’ quarters, part of the Cape Hatteras Lighthouse Station.

Lighthouse restoration continues

At the Celebration of the 20th Anniversary of the Cape Hatteras Lighthouse Move, 
Dave Hallac, Superintendent of the National Parks in Eastern North Carolina, 
announced that the lighthouse preservation story will continue.

The park service is currently planning a comprehensive restoration of the famed 
lighthouse.

A 591-page Historic Structures Report published in 2016 will guide the restoration.



Slated for work are lighthouse masonry, the lantern room, and all metal work 
which will receive anti-corrosion treatments. The lighthouse will be painted.

Historic features that were removed or altered will be restored.

Several more items from the Cape Hatteras National Seashore

Cape Hatteras National Seashore recently made structural improvements to the 
Avon Fishing pier, which is owned by the National Park Service. Koru Village, 
Inc. has a concession agreement to operate the pier.

The project saw eight new cross brace members installed between existing piling 
under the pier house. The Charleston, South Carolina, contractor also performed an 
evaluation of depth of pilings supporting the pier house. The project cost just shy 
of $60,000 dollars.

Additional beach users counted

This past week, beach goers shared the Cape Hatteras National Seashore beach at 
Cape Point with close to 30 least tern nests and more than 50 least tern eggs and 
multiple chicks.

Only one active piping plover nest remains at Cape Point. Two piping plover 
chicks have fledged this season at Cape Point. 

Colonial waterbird active nests elsewhere on Hatteras Island number 15 with 20 
chicks.

Hatteras Island beaches had 10 American oystercatcher nests this season. Seven 
chicks remain and six have fledged.

On all Cape Hatteras National Seashore beaches which include Bodie, Hatteras and 
Ocracoke Islands, 253 sea turtle nests have been counted as of July 7th. Pea Island 
National Wildlife Refuge staffers have counted 25 nests, bringing the total nests on 
federal beaches to 278.

In North Carolina, only Cape Lookout National Seashore with 319 nests has more 
than Cape Hatteras.



The National Park Service warns that sand is extra soft at many off-road vehicles 
ramps and routes. The park service highly recommends airing down tires to at least 
20 pounds per square inch. 

Swimmer near Oregon Inlet missing.

At 9:17 the morning of July third, the National Park Service learned that 60-year-
old John Carmichael Healy was missing near Oregon Inlet.

Healy started a swim with a boogie board, which was later found between the old 
and new Oregon Inlet bridges.

The United States Coast Guard, North Carolina Marine Patrol, Fish and Wildlife 
Service, and National Park Service Rangers all helped search for the swimmer.

United States Coast Guard suspended search operations after sixteen and a half 
hours. The search area covered over 43 nautical miles.

Pathway grant application filed.

A BUILD grant application was filed Friday, July 5, requesting $1 point 56 million 
dollars to construct pathways in Hatteras village.

If awarded to Hatteras village, the federal transportation grant will pave 3 point 7 
miles of pathway in the right-of-way of N C 12 from the top of the village to the N 
C D O T ferry terminal and along Eagle Pass Road.

The grant was submitted by Dare County for the Hatteras Village Community 
Center District, which is spending $222,000 dollars for surveying and preliminary 
design for the project.

Discover Dare County with New Community Map

Dare County Geographical Information Services recently launched an interactive 
community map web application.

Based on your location or by looking up an address, users can learn more about 
community amenities and discover a wide variety of useful information. For 
example, buttons are available for beach and sound accesses and parks by amenity 



and find closest recycling drop-off center, look at walking trails and boardwalks, 
find local attractions, public docks, boat slips or kayak launches and polling 
locations. Transportation information is also available, including ferry schedules, 
traffic cameras, and evacuation routes. Access the community map at community 
dot dare county dot gov. 

Now for events you may be interested in coming up this week:

On July 9, the Republican Congressional Primary Runoff for the third district will 
be held. Precinct polling places open from 6:30 in the morning to 7:30 at night.

Also on Tuesday, July 9, a Hurricane Community Forum is offered by the National 
Weather Service. The program starts at 7 in the evening at Cape Hatteras 
Secondary School, 48576 NC 12 in Buxton.

The Hatteras Grand Slam, an off-shore fishing tournament, starts Wednesday 
evening. Fishing days are Thursday, Friday and Saturday, with participants 
choosing two of the three days.

On Friday, a Light House Arts and Crafts show takes place at the Buxton Family 
Life Center, across from Cape Hatteras Secondary tennis courts. Show hours are 
10 in the morning to 3 in the afternoon.

Also on Friday, Village Preschool in Rodanthe has an open house for those 
interested in seeing the facility at Fair Haven United Methodist Church. The drop-
in open house runs from 4:30 to 6:30 in the evening. Pickup registration for the 
upcoming school year. 

Great things happen every day on Hatteras Island.

Check out the programming at Graveyard of the Atlantic Museum and the Hatteras 
Island Ocean Center in Hatteras village. The Dare County library in Hatteras 
village has a summer reading program with a special treats on Tuesdays.



Weekly News Summary for July 21, 2019.

It’s hot. It’s humid. 

For the last seven days, Hatteras Island has lived under a Heat Advisory issued by 
the National Weather Service.

The message has been the same with slight variations: temperatures in the 90s 
and high humidity result in dangerous heat index values. Those values, what it 
feels like outside, have ranged as high as 109 degrees and as low as 103 degrees.

The heat wave with its accompanying winds will continue through Monday, says 
the weather service.

On Tuesday afternoon, a strong cold front will approach Hatteras Island and move 
out to sea Tuesday night. Showers and thunderstorms will accompany this cold 
front but so will cooler weather. 

Be safe. Drink plenty of water. Stay inside air-conditioned space.

That “be safe” message applies to the beach as well.

Look for new ocean safety information cards and stickers in Cape Hatteras 
National Seashore visitor centers and local businesses. As always, a partnership 
provided the means to distribute the message. Participating were Outer Banks 
Forever, Dare County, Outer Banks Visitors Bureau, Wesley’s Way Foundation and 
Cape Hatteras National Seashore.

For an informed presentation on beach safety, go to the Hatteras Island Rescue 
Squad in Buxton on Monday morning at 9:30.

Have you applied for a Dare County re-entry permit?

In case of mandatory evacuation, Dare County residents need a re-entry permit to 
get back on Hatteras Island.

The application process is now online at dare n c dot com slash reentry. All 
previous permits are not valid.



Apply now. Hurricane season is approaching September, the peak month for 
hurricanes.

A permit will be emailed to the applicant. During reentry, permit holders should 
print their permit and display it in plain view on the left side of their vehicle 
dashboard before arriving at a traffic control point. Alternatively, have the permit 
readily available for display on your mobile device. Permit holders must also 
present their matching driver’s license or identification for inspection by law 
enforcement officers. 

Apply now at dare n c dot com slash reentry.

In case of evacuation and arrival of a hurricane, Radio Hatteras will continue to 
deliver weather news and reentry information. 

Check out flood gauges

A new online resource will help during storms.

Flood gauges are installed at the emergency ferry dock in Rodanthe, the U.S. 
Coast Guard station in Hatteras, Askins Creek in Avon, the N Cat campus in 
Ocracoke and Oregon Inlet marina.

Those flood gauges can be seen in real time online at F I M A N dot n c dot gov

The resource is called the Flood Inundation Mapping and Alert Network.

It was displayed during a National Weather Service briefing. See Island Free Press 
for more information.

Talking about flooding

Dare County Emergency Management is asking residents in Hatteras Island 
communities to complete a survey about flooding. The survey will be used to 
explore ways to enhance citizen alerting and notification during weather events. 
The survey is available online at dare n c dot com through Friday, July 26.

Take it now.



Another record set

For the third time in five years, a sea turtle nesting record at Cape Hatteras 
National Seashore has been set. By July 18, seashore staffers had found 337 sea 
turtle nests. The previous record of 325 sea turtle nests was set in 2016.

As of Saturday, the number of nests on the national seashore beaches had 
climbed to 351.

Colonial waterbird nests remain active at Cape Point with 60 nests and elsewhere 
on Hatteras Island with 52 and on Ocracoke Island with an astounding 496. In all 
three locations, chicks are on the beach. So far, seashore staffers have counted 
164 fledglings.

The seashore’s field survey of July 18 shows American oystercatcher fledglings at 
22 with 7 chicks remaining. No active nests are listed.

It appears the piping plover season is over. Five nests were counted at Cape Point. 
No active nests or chicks remain. Two chicks fledged this season.

One Wilson’s plover nest was found on Hatteras Island. That nest produced one 
fledgling.

A new Slash Creek bridge is slated for Hatteras village

The North Carolina Department of Transportation announced that the bridge on 
N.C. Highway 12 over Slash Creek at the Hatteras Medical Center is scheduled to 
be replaced.

Island Free Press reports that a departmental letter mailed to residents listed a 
potential September 2020 start date. However, N C D O T officials confirmed that 
the project is currently slated to begin in October 2022.

The proposed replacement bridge will include two 15-foot lanes and 5-foot 
sidewalks on each side. The year-long project will require a detour along Eagle 
Pass Road.

The current bridge was built in 1956 and is considered safe but structurally 
deficient which means it requires extensive repairs or replacement.



Grant application windows open

The Outer Banks Visitors Bureau will be accepting Grant applications for its next 
award cycles. Only Dare County non-profits and governmental units are eligible to 
apply.

Event Grants help create events driving overnight visitation from September 7 
through June 15.

This application window is August 1 through 15. The next window is February 1 
through 15, 2020.

Tourism Impact grants help fund programs or services needed due to the impact 
of tourism. Awards over $50,000 require a match. The application window is 
September 1 through September 30, 2019. The next application window will be 
September 2020.

For applications, go to outer banks dot org/grants.

Some Hatteras Island events listed.

Hatteras Island has all sorts of activities for residents and visitors. Here are some 
scheduled for this upcoming week.

Here’s a reminder about Monday. Take time to learn about beach safety at the 
Hatteras Island Rescue Squad in Buxton. The class starts at 9:30 a.m. Program is 
for all ages.

On Tuesday, experience the Avon Farmer’s Market from 9 in the morning to 1 in 
the afternoon at the Beach Klub in Avon. The market continues weekly through 
September 3

On Wednesday evening, go play BINGO at Cape Hatteras Anglers Club, Light Plant 
Road in Buxton. Doors open at 6. Games start at 7. 

On Thursday, experience living history at Chicamacomico Life-Saving Station in 
Rodanthe. The beach apparatus drill is performed at 2 in the afternoon.



And remember, special places offer all sorts of activities. Check out online 
schedules for the Cape Hatteras National Seashore, the Graveyard of the Atlantic 
Museum, Hatteras Island Ocean Center, Frisco Native American Museum, 
Chicamacomico Life-Savings Station, and Pea Island National Wildlife Refuge. 

Stay cool. Be safe out there. This is Radio Hatteras.

Weekly news summary for July 28, 2019.

Cape Point resource protection boundary changed

On Friday, July 26, Cape Hatteras National Seashore staffers established a path at 
the southwest corner of the Cape Point protection boundary to provide 
pedestrian access to the south facing beach near the tip of Cape Point.

From the protection boundary to the south facing beach is about 500 feet. The 
protection boundary was established May 6 to protect a colony of terns.

The changed boundary was reported in Cape Chronicle, a weekly publication of 
the Cape Hatteras National Seashore.

In addition, the Cape Chronical reports that Pole Road, located near Ramp 55, is 
now fully opened to off-road vehicle traffic Thursday, July 25. A portion of the 
road was temporarily closed to protect a Wilson’s plover chick that fledged. 

Sea turtles are setting nest records

As of mid-afternoon of Saturday, July 27, Cape Hatteras staffers have found 401 
sea turtle nests. Each new nest sets a new record number for sea turtle nests on 
seashore beaches. The count includes beaches on Bodie Island, Hatteras Island 
except for the Pea Island Refuge, and Ocracoke Island. As of Friday, Pea Island 
National Wildlife Refuge reported 36 nests.

The park service welcomes the public at sea turtle nest excavations. Watch a 
seashore biologist excavate recently hatched sea turtle nests. Call 252-475-9629 



for upcoming excavations. Due to the unpredictability of sea turtle nest hatchings, 
notice of these excavations programs will usually occur only one day in advance, 
so check the hotline often.

Cape Hatteras National Seashore is investigating multiple reports of vandalized 
vehicle tires

National Park Service rangers are investigating multiple reports of tires being 
intentionally punctured at parking areas on Bodie and Hatteras islands.

Between July 11 and July 21, owners of seven different vehicles reported tire 
puncture damage to the national seashore. In most of the cases, at least four tires 
were punctured.

Five out of seven of the vandalized vehicles were Jeep Wranglers.

A similar incident involving two vehicles is under investigation by the Kill Devil 
Hills Police Department.

Vandalism locations in the national seashore include one mile north of Rodanthe 
on NC 12, Ramps 23, 27 and 34 parking lots and around Coquina Beach. 

Cape Hatteras National Seashore Chief Ranger Boone Vandzura reports that in 
previous years puncture incidents have occurred at Coquina Beach, but not to this 
degree and not in the summertime.

Investigators are asking for help solving these crimes. 

Call or text the park service’s Investigative Services Branch at 888-653-0009 or call 
Dare Community Crime Line at 800-745-2740. 

College campus moves ahead

The new Dare County campus for College of The Albemarle is moving ahead.

Dare’s Board of Commissioners unanimously approved a contract with 
Boomerang Design for architectural services for the new building on Roanoke 
Island.



The contract is based on design for a 26,000 square foot building with an 
estimated cost of $9 point 13 million.

To build the new building, Dare County will finance $7 point 5 million dollars 
within the county’s contemplated 2020 Limited Obligation Bond issuance and use 
state bond funds of $1 point 5 million dollars, plus some additional funds from the 
current budget.

The commissioners also took the formal step of approving a capital project 
ordinance allocating $325,000 dollars to purchase the old PNC bank building and 
property which is adjacent to the existing Fessenden Center annex and the 
county’s transfer station off Buxton Back Road.

Rodanthe Emergency Ferry channel work underway

This past week, a Dare County contractor was working on the spoil area at the 
Rodanthe Harbor.

In the spring, the Rodanthe channel depth was four to six feet, too shallow for 
North Carolina ferries to traverse.

The spoil area needs to be cleared and repaired for dredging to proceed.

Dare’s commissioners transferred $324,000 in left-over county money from an 
Oregon Inlet project to pay for dredge work.

Both the state and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers said funds were not available to 
pay for dredging. The work will be done by a dredge from Norfolk.

The weather’s fine

After 11 days, on Tuesday, July 23, the National Weather Service did not issue a 
heat advisory. 

Heat index values on Hatteras Island ranged as high as 109 degrees.

On Tuesday night, a cold front crossed Hatteras Island and broke the hot spell.



However a combination of high winds, strong longshore currents and rough surf 
led to high rip current risks. For a couple of days, the Hatteras Island Rescue 
Squad recommended staying out of the ocean water at Frisco and Hatteras 
beaches.

For the last few days, temperatures on Hatteras Island have ranged from the low 
80s during sunny or partly sunny days and low 70s at night, making for great 
weather.

Village Playground in Avon undergoing transformation

The Kinnakeet Village playground was torn down last week in order to make way 
for new equipment, reports the Island Free Press.

Public Services Director for the Dare County Parks Department Tim White said the 
new equipment will arrive in four to six weeks.

During an annual inspection, concerns about equipment safety arose. The 
playground was closed in mid-April.

Replacement equipment will be similar to the original equipment, reports the 
Island Free Press. More swings will be added.

The playground opened on October 15, 2005. Moms for Playgrounds pushed for 
the new Kinnakeet Village playground on the county-owned property, which was 
the original site of the village’s water tower. For that initial playground, Dare 
County invested $35,000 dollars and the community raised $15,000 dollars plus 
provided volunteers.

Locations of other publicly available playgrounds on Hatteras Island are behind 
the St. John United Methodist Church in Kinnakeet, the Fessenden Center in 
Buxton, the Rodanthe-Waves-Salvo Community Building and Fair Haven United 
Methodist Church both in Rodanthe, and the Hatteras Village playground 
adjacent to the Library.

Want to be in a movie?



A local Outer Banks filmmaking team is seeking help from the community with 
filming locations, props, actors and various other resources for its 48 Hour Film 
Challenge shoot which will take place on Saturday, August 3.

In the 48 Hour Film Project, each team has to write, shoot and edit a short film in 
just 48 hours. On Friday night, teams draw a genre from a hat and are then given 
a character, a prop and a line to include in their films. On Sunday night, the films 
are turned in, and later screened at a local theater in front of an audience of 
filmmakers, friends and families.

This year’s Outer Banks team will again be comprised of Theatre of Dare regulars, 
whose previous films in this competition have won awards.

Those interested in helping with the local production should contact Raymond 
Wallace via email at info at ray o light productions dot com. 

Some Hatteras Island events listed.

Hatteras Island has all sorts of activities for residents and visitors. 

For example, on Wednesday and Thursday, July 31 and August 1, the Hatteras 
Island Arts and Crafts Guild summer show takes place at Cape Hatteras Secondary 
School in Buxton. The show runs from 10 in the morning to 3 in the afternoon. 
Visit an amazing variety of artists and crafters in the cool gymnasium.

Some events are regularly scheduled.

On Monday, take time to learn about beach safety at the Hatteras Island Rescue 
Squad in Buxton. The class starts at 9:30 a.m. The free program is for all ages.

On Tuesday, experience the Avon Farmer’s Market from 9 in the morning to 1 in 
the afternoon at the Beach Klub in Avon. 

On Wednesday evening, go play BINGO at Cape Hatteras Anglers Club, Light Plant 
Road in Buxton. Doors open at 6. Games start at 7. 

On Thursday, experience living history at Chicamacomico Life-Saving Station in 
Rodanthe. Thehistoric beach apparatus drill is performed at 2 in the afternoon.



And remember, special places offer all sorts of activities. Check out online 
schedules for the Cape Hatteras National Seashore, the Graveyard of the Atlantic 
Museum, Hatteras Island Ocean Center, Frisco Native American Museum, 
Chicamacomico Life-Savings Station, and Pea Island National Wildlife Refuge. 

Be safe out there. This is Radio Hatteras.

AUGUST
Weekly news summary for August 4, 2019.

Tip of Cape Point reopened to pedestrians along east-facing beach;

On August 1, Cape Hatteras National Seashore staffers made additional 
adjustments to beach access in the Cape Point area.

That afternoon, pedestrian access was provided along the east-facing shoreline to 
allow walking to the tip of Cape Point. The pedestrian-only access begins at about 
six-tenths of a mile south of Ramp 44.

A protection buffer remains in place within the interior of Cape Point to protect 
multiple least tern chicks.

The adjustments that were made August 1 are subject to change due to the mobility 
of least tern chicks, warned the National Park Service in a media release.

Sea turtles continue to come to the beach in the Cape Hatteras National Seashore to 
build nests. 

The previous record for a single season was 325 nests.

On Saturday, August 3, seashore staffers had counted 426 nests, that’s 101 more 
nests than the previous record.

On Pea Island National Wildlife Refuge at the top Hatteras Island another 36 nests 
have been located.



Dare commissioners meet Aug. 5

Dare County Board of Commissioners meets Aug. 5 at 9 in the morning in the 
Commissioners Meeting Room, adjacent to the Dare Administration Building, 954 
Marshall C. Collins Dr., Manteo.

The commissioners will consider an agreement with College of The Albemarle 
Foundation to administer a scholarship program for Dare County. The program 
will be funded each year with $250,000 dollars from the county’s general fund.

The project to build a new Dare campus for College of the Albemarle is 
progressing. At a mid-July meeting to commissioners selected an architect for the 
new 9 million dollar building.

At this meeting, the commissioners are asked to approve a construction 
management at risk contract with Whiting Turner Contracting for the county’s new 
Animal Shelter out by the airport on Roanoke Island.

The commissioners will see a proposal from a coastal planning and engineering 
firm to develop a dredge material management plan. The almost $69,000 dollar 
project includes a needs assessment and development of alternatives and 
feasibility. The project will take six months.

In Rodanthe, it appears that harbor’s dredge spoil area is repaired. The next step is 
to dredge the channel for emergency ferries. Dare County is paying for the work.

And, Weeks Marine tug and work boats are off Buxton again.

The contractor finished its beach nourishment contract in February 27, 2018, but 
has returned to remove the subline buried beneath the ocean floor

Remember: Hatteras Islanders can offer public comment via an interactive hook-up 
at the Fessenden Center Annex on Buxton Back Road. 

It’s storm season; get storm ready. 

It’s hurricane season. On Monday, Dare’s commissioners will hear an update about 
hurricane season from Emergency Manager Drew Pearson. 

The peak month for hurricanes in our area is September. 



Pearson’s message may include this question: Have you gotten your reentry permit 
from Dare County emergency management?

The entire process is online now. Go to dare n c dot com slash reentry to apply.

Reentry permits are not issued 72 hours prior to projected landfall. 

Apply now. Go to dare n c dot com slash reentry.

New Ferry on the route

The newest addition to the Hatteras-Ocracoke vehicular ferry route, the Rodanthe, 
embarked on her maiden voyage on Tuesday morning, July 30, with a full deck of 
vehicles headed to Ocracoke, per an online announcement from the North Carolina 
Ferry System.

The Rodanthe is the first new ferry on the busy route in 13 years.

The vessel was officially christened at a ceremony on June 28 at the Hatteras ferry 
docks.

Stormwater runoff help available

The Dare Soil and Water Conservation District has announced a funding 
opportunity for public and private landowners interested in implementing best 
management practices to decrease stormwater runoff and protect water quality.

The Community Conservation Assistance Program is a voluntary, incentive-based 
program designed to improve water quality through the installation of various best 
management practices.

Best management practices include options such as cisterns, rain gardens, 
permeable pavement, grassed swales, structural conveyance and shoreline 
protection practices.

Landowners may receive financial assistance of up to 75 percent of the pre-
established average cost of the best management practice.

The deadline for applications is Monday, August 19 at 5 in the afternoon. 



Find more information about the application by contacting Ann Daisey at the Dare 
Soil and Water Conservation District office at 252-475-5628.

With stormwater in mind, here’s the hazardous weather outlook for Monday:

Showers and thunderstorms could produce heavy downpours bringing the threat of 
localized flooding to low-lying and poor drainage areas.

Some Hatteras Island events listed.

Special places on Hatteras Island offer all sorts of activities for residents and 
visitors. 

Check out online schedules for the Cape Hatteras National Seashore, the 
Graveyard of the Atlantic Museum, Hatteras Island Ocean Center, Frisco Native 
American Museum, Chicamacomico Life-Savings Station, and Pea Island National 
Wildlife Refuge. 

This week, on Saturday, August 9, the Cape Hatteras Anglers Club hosts its annual 
Yard Sale at the clubhouse on Buxton Back Road. The event runs from 8 in the 
morning to Noon. And remember, the club offers Bingo on Wednesday evenings. 
Games start at 7.

On Monday, take time to learn about beach safety at the Hatteras Island Rescue 
Squad in Buxton. The class starts at 9:30 a.m. The free program is for all ages.

On Tuesday, experience the Avon Farmer’s Market from 9 in the morning to 1 in 
the afternoon at the Beach Klub in Avon. 

On Thursday, see living history at Chicamacomico Life-Saving Station in 
Rodanthe. The historic beach apparatus drill is performed at 2 in the afternoon.

Now, be safe out there. This is Radio Hatteras.

Weekly news summary for August 11, 2019.



Dare Guarantee is in place for College of The Albemarle

On Monday, August 5, Dare County Board of Commissioners unanimously 
adopted a Memorandum of Understanding with College of The Albemarle 
Foundation for the administration of the Dare Guarantee Scholarship.

The scholarship is intended to encourage high school graduates of Dare County 
public schools, private schools or home school to attend the Dare Campus of 
College of The Albemarle fulltime for college transfer or career and workforce 
courses of study.

The tuition guarantee program is funded with $250,000 dollars from the Dare 
County general fund. The program will cover any unmet tuition costs and fees and 
provide up to $1,000 per year for instruction-required textbooks and software.

Guarantee applicants are required to submit applications for college foundation 
scholarships and federal financial aid. Scholarships and federal grants will be 
applied first to the college bill. After those funds are applied, the Dare Guarantee 
kicks in to cover unmet tuition and fees. Applicants are not required to accept 
federal loans to access the Dare Guarantee.

Dare high school students who have earned college credits through College of The 
Albemarle will be eligible for the Dare Guarantee program.

The program will start Jan. 1, 2020.

Hot fishing topics

The North Carolina Marine Fisheries Commission meets August 21 through 
August 23 in Raleigh. New commissioners have been appointed to deal with three 
issues of concern to working watermen.

Robert McNeill, a recreational sports fisherman, and Doctor Martin Posey a 
professor in the department of biology and marine biology at University of North 
Carolina at Wilmington, were appointed by Governor Roy Cooper. Both men are 
from Wilmington. Sam Romano, also from Wilmington, was reappointed, to 
represent commercial fishing.

The commission’s August agenda includes voting on final approval of Amendment 
2 to the Southern Flounder Fishery Management Plan.



The commission will also vote about sending Amendment 3 to the Blue Crab 
Fishery Management Plan out for public comment and advisory committee review. 
At least a 2 point 2 percent reduction in the number of crabs harvested is needed to 
achieve sustainable harvest within 10 years, as required by law.  

The commission will receive a new petition for rulemaking from the N.C. Wildlife 
Federation and vote on whether to initiate the rulemaking process. The petition 
asks the commission to designate all internal coastal waters not otherwise 
designated as nursery areas as Shrimp Trawl Management Areas and set season 
opening guidelines. This is the second petition from the Federation that seeks 
limits on shrimp trawling. The first petition was deemed dead in February 2019.

On August 5, Dare County’s board of commissioners passed a resolution opposing 
the new petition.

At the start of the week, surf anglers headed for Cape Point.

On the morning of August 5, Cape Point was fully reopened to surf anglers, beach 
drivers and pedestrians. The protection buffer near the tip of Cape Point was 
removed because no unfledged least tern chicks were spotted by Cape Hatteras 
National Seashore staff.

More storms may be coming

Storm forecasters monitoring oceanic and atmospheric patterns say conditions are 
now more favorable for above-normal hurricane activity.

Two named storms have formed so far this year and the peak months of the 
hurricane season are now underway.

Seasonal forecasters with NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center have increased the 
likelihood of an above-normal Atlantic hurricane season to 45 percent up from 30 
percent from the May Outlook. 

NOAA now expects 10 to 17 named storms with winds of 39 miles per hour or 
greater. On average, the Atlantic hurricane season produces 12 named storms.

Five to nine of those storms will become hurricanes with winds of 74 miles per 
hour or greater, says the prediction. On average, six become hurricanes.



NOAA formally announced the current El Nino in the Pacific Ocean has ended and 
neutral conditions have returned. El Nino typically suppresses Atlantic hurricane 
activity.

The NOAA announcement is a reminder for Hatteras Islanders to apply online for 
re-entry permits on dare n c dot com slash reentry.

Over the water work.

Bridge crews at both Oregon Inlet and Rodanthe have been working through the 
summer. An August 8 video released by Dare County and NCDOT shows the 
progress.

The video can be viewed online on Island Free Press.

In summary, about 25 percent of the demolition of the old Bonner Bridge has been 
completed. On the new bridge over Oregon Inlet, lane closures are suspended until 
September 15.

At the Rodanthe Bridge, the first two spans on the northern end are nearly 
complete. The one-of-a-kind gantry system to move construction into Pamlico 
Sound is also almost finished. 

At the south end of the bridge, all of the site’s land-based pilings and caps are 
installed. Workers are now driving 150-foot long piles to support the bridge’s 
structure.

Call if scammed

The Dare County Sheriff’s Office received reports that scammers are calling and 
identifying themselves as a representative from Social Security. The scammers are 
requesting social security numbers and personal information. Hang up and call 
Dare Central to make a report. The number is 252-473-3444.

Dare County announces Diabetes Prevention Program 



Every year an estimated 53,000 people in North Carolina are diagnosed with 
diabetes, and about 2.6 million adults live with prediabetes.

The Dare County Department of Health & Human Services received grant funding 
to further support efforts to prevent type 2 diabetes among county residents.

The health department has teamed with The Outer Banks Hospital to offer Prevent 
T 2.

Prevent T2 is a year-long program that will start Wednesday, September 4 at 6 in 
the evening. Participants meet weekly for the first four months, every other week 
for the next 4 months, and then monthly for the last 4 months. Classes will last for 
one hour and be hosted at The Outer Banks Hospital’s Cancer Resource Center.

The curriculum, taught by a trained Lifestyle Coach, helps participants make 
lifestyle changes that will lead to the adoption of healthier diets and increased 
levels of physical activity.

This program is for individuals who have been identified to have prediabetes or 
have a history of gestational diabetes.

Those who are interested in reserving a seat for Prevent T2 can call Alex at 252-
475-5069. To learn more about Prevent T2 or other services available for people 
who have already been diagnosed with diabetes, visit dare n c dot com slash 
diabetes.

Here’s another health reminder

On Hatteras Island, public school starts Monday, August 26.

Make sure vaccination records are up-to-date. To be fully immunized, children 
need all doses of all age-appropriate vaccines in the recommended schedule.

And remember, immunization continues through adolescence to protect against 
bacteria that cause meningitis and other diseases.

Fall Litter Sweep, join up.

This year’s Fall Litter Sweep is September 14 through 28.



Participants receive clean-up supplies such as reversible orange and blue trash 
bags, gloves and safety vests from NCDOT.

NCDOT spends $18 million a year picking up litter. Volunteer efforts like the 
spring and fall litter sweeps, plus Adopt-A-Highway teams, help keep roads clean.

In Hatteras Island’s northern villages, Rodanthe-Waves-Salvo Civic Association 
volunteers sweep litter from NC 12 during the fall and spring litter sweeps.

Others interested in sweeping NC 12 are urged to call James Harrison, the litter 
sweep coordinator for NCDOT’s division 1, to register. The number is 252-426-
4183 

Obtain a High School Equivalency at C O A 

This week’s news started with Dare’s tuition and books guarantee to attend 
College of The Albemarle in Dare County. Here’s another program already in 
place.

Finish high school for free at College of The Albemarle in Dare County.

For those who are looking to earn a High School Equivalency, the college’s 
program will prepare attendees to successfully pass the official standardized high 
school equivalency test, which is nationally recognized as equal to a traditional 
high school diploma.

Classes are held every Tuesday and Thursday, September 10 through December 
10, from 5 to 9 in the evening on COA’s Dare County Campus, 132 Russell 
Twiford Rd., Manteo. 

Attending a registration session is mandatory before the start of classes. To 
schedule an appointment, call 252-473-2264, extension 7525.

Coming up this week.

Cape Hatteras National Seashore will celebrate International Lighthouse and 
Lightship next weekend Saturday, August 17 and Sunday, August 18 from 9 in the 
morning to 3 in the afternoon.



Members of The Outer Banks Repeater Association will have HAM Radios set up 
at the Cape Hatteras to communicate over the air-waves with up to 500 
participating lighthouses and lightships from over 40 countries. Come visit. 

Visit Hatteras Island’s special places

Special places on Hatteras Island offer all sorts of activities for residents and 
visitors. 

Check out online schedules for the Cape Hatteras National Seashore, the 
Graveyard of the Atlantic Museum, Hatteras Island Ocean Center, Frisco Native 
American Museum, Chicamacomico Life-Savings Station, and Pea Island National 
Wildlife Refuge. 

On Monday, take time to learn about beach safety at the Hatteras Island Rescue 
Squad in Buxton. The class starts at 9:30 a.m. The free program is for all ages.

On Tuesday, experience the Avon Farmer’s Market from 9 in the morning to 1 in 
the afternoon at the Beach Klub in Avon. 

Cape Hatteras Anglers Club offers Bingo on Wednesday evenings. Games start at 
7.

On Thursday, see living history at Chicamacomico Life-Saving Station in 
Rodanthe. The historic beach apparatus drill is performed at 2 in the afternoon.

That’s all for this week.

Now, be safe out there. This is Radio Hatteras.

Weekly News Summary for August 18, 2019.

It Rained

On Thursday night between 10 and midnight, two inches of rain came down in 
Rodanthe. From midnight to around 8, another two inches fell.

In Salvo, six inches were recorded.



N C 12 was flooded. Yards were flooded in the northern villages.

Early, early Friday morning, sanitation truck driver Dale Farrow warned of N. C. 
12 flooding south of Salvo. The flooding extended from around Ramp 25 into the 
villages.

It rained again on Saturday. 

Park Service Rangers catch the tire slasher

On August 11, Richard G. Perrot, 62, from East Lake, was arrested for slashing 
vehicle tires in the Cape Hatteras National Seashore. At about 3 p.m., Perrot was 
taken into custody in the parking lot of Ramp 23, south of Salvo,

Perrot is currently charged with six counts of Vandalism: Destroying, injuring, 
defacing, or damaging property or real property. 

Over 20 vehicles, most sport utility vehicles, were vandalized. The destroyed tire 
count is at least 66 tires.

Law enforcement rangers used a variety of tactics during the investigation and park 
service received cooperation from multiple law enforcement agencies.

Perrot appeared in federal court in Elizabeth City on Monday, April 12, before 
Chief U.S. District Court Judge Terrence Boyle.

Perrot denied the charges. He was released with the following conditions: 
confinement to his home, electronic monitoring of his movements, and prohibition 
from entering U.S. Department of Interior property, namely federal parks and 
refuges in the area. He must receive a mental health evaluation. Perrot asked for a 
public defender.

His arraignment is set for Sept. 9. Additional charges are pending.

Cape Hatteras National Seashore sees increase in July visitation

Cape Hatteras National Seashore continues to experience high levels of 
recreational visitation. July 2019 visitation was up by eight percent compared to 
visitation in July 2018.



So far in 2019, the Seashore has hosted 1,573,212 recreational visits, up almost 2.5 
percent versus the same period last year.

The national seashore visitation estimates are collected by counting southbound 
vehicles just north of the Oregon Inlet Bridge and using a multiplier to estimate the 
total number of passengers heading south. Those estimates are added to the number 
of passengers going to Ocracoke Island from Cedar Island and Swan Quarter.

Visitor spending up

When there are more people on the Island that means more spending.

Visitor spending increased in all of the state’s 100 counties in 2018.

Dare County ranked fifth in visitor spending at 1 point 19 billon dollars.

Ahead of Dare are Mecklenburg County with Charlotte which leads all counties 
with 5 point 7 billion dollars. Next comes Wake County and Raleigh, followed by 
Guilford and Greensboro. In fourth is Buncombe County and Asheville with 1 
point 21 billion dollars, only 20 million dollars more than Dare. 

The data comes from an annual study commissioned by Visit North Carolina, a 
unit of the Economic Development Partnership of North Carolina.

Coast Guard Cutter Midgett in Honolulu

On August 16, the United States Coast Guard Cutter Midgett arrived in its new 
homeport Honolulu, Hawaii.

The Midgett is named to honor of Captain John Allen Midgett Jr. and all members 
of the Midgett family who served in the Coast Guard and its predecessor services. 
At least ten members of the family earned high honors for heroic lifesaving efforts. 
Among them, the Coast Guard awarded various family members seven gold 
lifesaving medals, the service's highest award for saving a life, and three silver 
lifesaving medals.

The Midgett's transit to Hawaii was punctuated by two interdictions of suspected 
low-profile go-fast vessels in the Eastern Pacific Ocean, the first July 25 and a 



second July 31. The boardings resulted in a combined seizure of over 6,700 pounds 
of cocaine, estimated to be worth over $89 million.

Additionally, on its way to Midgett Legacy Day at Nauticus, Norfolk, Virginia, the 
Midgett assisted a mariner in trouble.

The Ship’s Sponsor is Jazania O’Neal from Rodanthe and the granddaughter of 
Captain John Allen Midgett. She will attend the cutter’s commissioning on August 
24.

Marine Fisheries Commission meets

The N.C. Marine Fisheries Commission meets Aug. 21 through 23 in Raleigh.

The commission has a heavy agenda that affects Hatteras Island watermen.

The commission will select its preferred management options for southern 
flounder.

A new petition for rulemaking from the North Carolina Wildlife Federation about 
shrimp trawling will be reviewed. The commission must decide on whether to 
initiate the rulemaking process.

Blue crabs are overfished and overfishing is occurring, says the 2018 stock 
assessment. The commission will decide on sending a Draft Amendment 3 out for 
public comment and advisory committee review.

Rodanthe Channel is clear

Dare County finished fixing the spoil area at the Rodanthe Harbor, but it’s not 
needed. The county was set to hire a dredge to clear the channel. However, the 
channel was declared clear.

Cape Point opens

A loud sigh of relief could be heard last Monday, August 5, writes business 
correspondent Tom Hranicka.  



Cape Point was fully opened to beach driving and walking. Anglers and the 
businesses which serve them let out that pleased sigh. The opening is a more than a 
month earlier than 2018.

The five piping plover nests at Cape Point produced two fledglings.

Throughout the seashore, American Oystercatchers produced 22 fledglings and 
colonial waterbird fledglings numbered 178. One Wilson’s plover nest was on 
Hatteras Island and that nest produced one fledgling.

Sea turtle nests are setting records. As of August 17, 457 sea turtle nests have been 
counted. Some 147 of those nests have hatched and been inventoried. 

Reminder

Dare County real estate and personal property tax bills were mailed out July 30. 
Tax bills are due September first and are delinquent after January 6, 2020.

Congratulations to Photographer Peter Lewando from Avon.

Peter won second place in the 38th annual New World Festival of the Arts.   

And congratulations to Island Free Press.

The island’s online newspaper has been accepted as one of the newest members of 
the North Carolina Press Association.

The North Carolina Press Association was established in 1873, which makes it one 
of the oldest organizations of its kind in the United States. It is a member-owned 
and operated nonprofit group which helps to maintain high industry standards, 
represent the interests and rights of established newspapers throughout the state, 
and to promote literacy and education through the NC Press Foundation. The 
association has more than 200 newspaper members. 

Dare Schools staff convenes for convocation August 20

Dare County Schools will host a convocation for teachers and staff on Tuesday, 
August 20, the first required work day of the new school term for teachers.



The convocation will be held from 1 to 3:30 p.m. at First Flight High School.

The public should anticipate that on Tuesday afternoon, August 20, school front 
offices will be closed.

The first day for students in the new school term is Aug. 26, 2019. The last day for 
students is June 10, 2020.

Cape Hatteras varsity volleyball team holds a barbecue fundraiser Saturday, 
August 24, at Cape Hatteras Secondary. Plates are $10. 

The team plays two matches at home prior to the fundraiser. 

On Wednesday, August 21 at 4:30 p.m., the Lady Hurricanes will play Camden 
County and on August 22, Cape Hatteras hosts Columbia with the match also 
starting at 4:30 p.m.

And, it’s always a treat just before school starts to go to the Annual Surf and 
Sounds chamber music presentation. The free concert is Thursday, August 22, in 
the Cape Hatteras Secondary Auditorium at 7 in the evening. The concert is 
presented by the Don and Catharine Bryan Cultural Series.

Visit Hatteras Island’s special places

And before school starts, visit some of Hatteras Island’s special places:

Check out online schedules for the Cape Hatteras National Seashore, the 
Graveyard of the Atlantic Museum, Hatteras Island Ocean Center, Frisco Native 
American Museum, Chicamacomico Life-Savings Station, and Pea Island National 
Wildlife Refuge. 

On Monday, take time to learn about beach safety at the Hatteras Island Rescue 
Squad in Buxton. The class starts at 9:30 a.m. The free program is for all ages.

At lunchtime Monday, take a dish up to the Rodanthe-Waves-Salvo Community 
Building to meet the Primetimers and have a potluck lunch which starts at noon.

On Tuesday, experience the Avon Farmer’s Market from 9 in the morning to 1 in 
the afternoon at the Beach Klub in Avon. 



Cape Hatteras Anglers Club offers Bingo on Wednesday evenings. Games start at 
7.

On Thursday, see living history at Chicamacomico Life-Saving Station in 
Rodanthe. The historic beach apparatus drill is performed at 2 in the afternoon.

Be safe out there. This is Radio Hatteras.

Weekly news summary for August 25, 2019.

Substitute: 9 a.m. Sunday. We start this summary with a weather update.

The rain this Sunday is not associated with any tropical system. The unsettled 
weather is caused by a stalled cold front.

For today and early evening, the National Weather Service posted a notice of 
dangerous surf conditions for Hatteras Island’s east-facing beaches. 

An area east of Florida, called Disturbance 1, may develop into a tropical or 
subtropical depression. It is expected to move northeastward well offshore. 

Such a disturbance might bring more rough surf and strong rip currents to Hatteras 
Island’s beaches.

We start this summary with a weather update.

The rain this weekend is not associated with any tropical system, but such a system 
may be headed our way.

An area east of Florida, called Disturbance 1, may develop into a tropical or 
subtropical depression and move northeastward offshore the southeastern United 
States Coast. 

Such a disturbance might bring heavy rain, rough surf and rip currents.

Schools are in session tomorrow

Dare County Schools open tomorrow, Monday, August 26.



The school day starts at 8 in the morning at Cape Hatteras Secondary and 8:05 for 
the elementary school.

Here are some notes from Superintendent John Farrelly (Farley). 

About inclement weather. If a decision has to be made to delay or close school in 
the morning, a decision will be made and communicated by 5:30 in the morning.

Weather-related announcements about schools can be found on the district website, 
Facebook account, Twitter and various public media outlets

About Make-up Days: Dare Schools has the equivalency of at least 7 days extra 
days built into the calendar. Therefore, not all days missed have to be made up.

And, school tours at for the public and parents will be held on February 5, 2020 
from 9 to 10:30 in the morning at Cape Hatteras Secondary and 1 to 2:30 in the 
afternoon at Cape Hatteras Elementary. We’ll remind you again.

Be very careful on the road. Buses are on N C 12 around 7 in the morning in 
Rodanthe. In the afternoon, school’s out at 2:40 for the elementary school and 3 for 
the secondary school.

Keep our children safe.

Fish commission nixes shrimp trawl petition; approves southern flounder plan

At its meeting in Raleigh, the state’s Marine Fisheries Commission turned down a 
petition to place restrictions on shrimp trawling.

The 5-4 vote came on Thursday, Aug. 22. 

The now-defeated petition asked the commission to designate all internal coastal 
waters not otherwise designated as nursery areas as Shrimp Trawl Management 
Areas. The petition also asked for gear and time restrictions within these new 
areas.

On Friday morning, the commission voted 6 to 3 to adopt Amendment 2 to the 
Southern Flounder Fishery Management Plan with three additional amendments.

The commission accepted all the recommendations from the Division of Marine 
Fisheries. 



The Division of Marine Fisheries anticipates issuing a proclamation next week that 
closes the commercial and recreational season around Sept. 4.

The amendment embodies a season closure management strategy to achieve a 
sustainable harvest level for southern flounder.

And, on Saturday, the commercial Spanish mackerel fishery in state and federal 
waters closed. A concerned Susan West wrote, “The closure, along with the new 
flounder regulations, will deal a harsh blow to many fishermen and fish houses on 
Hatteras and Ocracoke and we need to propose solutions that could prevent this 
situation in the future.” Her suggestions are detailed on Island Free Press.

Dare’s commissioners met this week

As part of the board’s effort to increase year-round housing, four more zoning 
amendments were presented. These proposals would increase the number of zoning 
districts that allow cluster home developments and add three new zoning sections, 
including educational housing alternatives, conditional use subdivisions and 
workforce housing units.

A public hearing on the proposals is set for 5:30 Monday afternoon, September 16 
in the commissioners meeting room.

Earlier on September 16, the board will convene a workshop about essential 
housing. That workshop will start at 1 o’clock.

The board accepted the feasibility study for a Frisco to Buxton off road pathway or 
sidewalk. The pathway runs for 7 point 6 miles from the park service’s Frisco 
Bathhouse to the Valero gas station at Buxton Back Road. The project is divided 
into sections so phasing is possible.

The consultant’s opinion pegs the probable cost of the entire project at $5.7 million 
or $750,000 per mile.

Dare County received a grant from N C D O T for the planning work. Community 
members, organizations and businesses provided the required monetary match. The 
next step is to find funding for building the pathway. The Outer Banks National 
Scenic Byway Committee has been working on a plan to for pathways in all 
Hatteras Island villages for 10 years.



It’s a special day for the park service

Today is Founder’s Day for the National Park Service. The agency was created on 
this day in 1916 when President Woodrow Wilson signed the National Park 
Service Act. 

If you are heading north today, admission fees are waived at Wright Brothers 
National Memorial. 

On Cape Hatteras National Seashore beaches, a turtle nests are setting records. As 
of August 22, 463 sea turtle nests have been counted. Some 175 of those nests have 
hatched and been inventoried.

The shorebird season is almost ended. The preliminary numbers show the five 
piping plover nests at Cape Point produced two fledglings. Also all seashore 
beaches, American Oystercatchers produced 22 fledglings and colonial waterbird 
fledglings numbered 206. One Wilson’s plover nest was on Hatteras Island and 
that nest produced one fledgling. 

Seashore visitors are leaving large holes in the beach creating hazardous conditions 
for other seashore visitors, emergency response personnel, and wildlife. Fill in the 
holes, please. 

And remember, two National Park Service rangers will be at the historic Hatteras 
Village Weather Bureau on Wednesday August 28 at 11 in the morning for a 
special program. Particularly fun is taking weather readings.

It’s time to vote

Early voting starts Monday, August 26 in the Special General Election for the U.S. 
House of Representatives District 3 seat. 

On Hatteras Island, the early voting location is the Fessenden Center Annex at 
47017 Buxton Back Road, Buxton.

Voting is open from 11 in the morning to 4 in the afternoon, Monday through 
Friday through September 6. 

During early voting, registered voters can cast ballots at two other locations: Kill 
Devil Hills Town Hall from 11 to 4 and Dare County Administration Building in 
Manteo from 8 in the morning to 5 at night.



The Special General Election will be held Tuesday, September 10. Polls will be 
open from 6:30 in the morning until 7:30 in the evening. Voting will take place at 
precinct locations.

New project on Pole Road

At the south tip of Hatteras Island, Pole Road has lost 1 and a half mile of land 
since Hurricane Isabel in 2003. 

Thus, safer and more reliable underground transmission lines will be installed by 
Tideland Electric Membership Cooperative, which provides power to Ocracoke.

Island Free Press reports that ground penetrating radar picked up nine anomalies 
along the underground route. The discoveries will be investigated.

The excavation work will occur during the week of September 9. Portions of Pole 
Road will be temporarily closed during the week, but beach detours will be 
available for ORV and pedestrian visitors.

Ferry planning underway

The North Carolina Ferry Division is developing a long range plan that looks 30 
years into the future. The division has posted a survey for public input. 

To participate, visit public input dot com slash N C dash ferry dash plan.

Radio Hatteras provides weather updates when needed at the top of the hour. 

Be safe out there and be careful on the road.  This is Radio Hatteras.



September

Weekly news summary for September 1, 2019. 

Unsettled and unsettling weather 

The National Weather Service reports that the Outer Banks will see impacts from 
Hurricane Dorian next week.

Likely are enhanced risk of rip currents and large swells, especially since a King 
Tide is occurring this weekend.

The weather early next week is highly dependent on the track of Hurricane Dorian.

[Substitute up-to-date news on Dorian from Bill Smith]

Hey, Happy Labor Day.

Thanks to Dare County employees who are picking up trash this Monday. The 
holiday is a regular schedule for residential and commercial trash collection. 

However, the Buxton transfer station and recycle yard as well as the Rodanthe 
Recycling Center will be closed., 

Another insurance rate increase proposed

The North Carolina Department of Insurance received a dwelling insurance rate 
filing from the North Carolina Rate Bureau in mid-August.

The Rate Bureau, which is not part of the Department of Insurance, represents all 
companies writing property insurance in the state.

The bureau requested a statewide average rate increase of 19 point 2 percent, with 
an effective date of July 1, 2020.

For Hatteras Island, the rate filing requests the highest possible increase, a 30 
percent increase for wind coverage and five percent for fire coverage.



Dwelling insurance policies are for non-owner-occupied residences of no more 
than four units, including rental properties, investment properties and other 
properties that are not occupied full time by the property owner. Dwelling 
insurance policies cover only fire and wind damage. A liability insurance policy 
must be purchased separately.

The filing will be reviewed by Department of Insurance experts to determine what, 
if any, rate adjustments are warranted.

The filing is available for public review through the Department of Insurance 
website ncdoi.com, selecting the button at the top of the home page labeled 
Insurance Industry, then selecting Property and Casualty under Other Divisions. 

Those who would like to comment on the rate request may do so by mailing a 
letter to N.C. Department of Insurance, Attn. Legal Division, 1201 Mail Service 
Center, Raleigh, N.C. 27699-1201. Comments will be accepted through Sept. 26.

Commercial fishing is a hot topic

On September 4, recreational and commercial flounder fishing shuts down. In the 
sound, that includes all gear including pound net sets. In the ocean, watermen can 
use trawls but nothing else. Cobia fishing shuts down that same day. Earlier on 
August 24, the Spanish mackerel fishery was shut down.

Spanish mackerel watermen are meeting September12 to figure out what to do.

The meeting starts at 4 in the afternoon at the Hatteras Village Community 
Building.

For additional information, call Susan West at 252-995-4131. 

Ferry workers are working this Labor Day

Take a ride on the new Ocracoke Express passenger ferry.

The new passenger ferry has transported 27,153 passengers since initially 
launching May 20. , and hopes are high that the number can climb to 30,000 before 
the ferry shuts down for the summer season, reported the Island Free Press.



Thursday, September 5 is the last day of service for this season

Along with all those passengers, 1,582 bicycles were brought along for the trip.

Water system capital improvements set

On Aug. 19, Dare’s Board of Commissioners approved a seven-year plan for Dare 
County’s water system, which operates as an enterprise account.

An automatic meter reading system will be installed in Salvo and Hatteras this year 
along with two other service areas in Dare County. It’s a five year project.

In Buxton, the 110,000 gallon water tank will be replaced in 2023. The other small 
Buxton water tank will be painted in 2023 and the Cape Hatteras water tank 
painted in fiscal year 2026.

Hatteras Island schools opened and learning is underway.

High school sports contests are happening too.

The Cape Hatteras varsity girls volleyball team will play three consecutive matches 
this week.

The team plays in Bear Grass on Tuesday. On Wednesday, Manteo comes to 
Buxton for a match at 6:30 and on Thursday, Mattamuskeet visits Buxton for a 
match starting at 4:30.

The boys soccer team sees action on Friday with a match against Currituck starting 
at 6 in the evening.

And remember, Hatteras Island has lots of places to visit.

Check out online program schedules for the Cape Hatteras National Seashore, the 
Graveyard of the Atlantic Museum, Hatteras Island Ocean Center, Frisco Native 
American Museum, Chicamacomico Life-Savings Station, and Pea Island National 
Wildlife Refuge. 



Tuesday, Sept. 3 is the last day for the season for the Avon Farmer’s Market from 
9 in the morning to 1 in the afternoon at the Beach Klub in Avon. 

Cape Hatteras Anglers Club offers Bingo on Wednesday evenings. Games start at 
7.

The Hatteras village surf fishing tournament starts mid-week. Good luck anglers.

That’s all for now. This is Radio Hatteras.

Weekly news summary for September 8, 2019.

Hurricane Dorian visits Hatteras Island

After an extensive wait time, Hurricane Dorian decided to visit Hatteras Island. 

Warnings of a hurricane, storm surge and flash flooding preceded the storm’s 
arrival.

Dare County ordered visitors out on Tuesday and called for evacuation of residents 
at 6 in the morning Wednesday, September 4. And, folks waited.

The storm started knocking Thursday night. Pamlico Sound waters were pushed 
west.

The National Weather Service said the storm passed over Cape Hatteras round 
8:30. The eyewall visited Frisco, then Buxton and then Avon before leaving behind 
fierce winds that shook houses, and broke trees.

Thanks to Dale Murtro in Ocracoke, Hatteras Island was warned about the 
impending Pamlico Sound flooding. On HAM radio, Murtro said “get ready.” He 
warned the water comes up fast.

The calm of the storm’s eye belied what came behind. 

Pamlico Sound tide came fast and deep in Hatteras and Frisco, north Buxton and 
Avon. A home in Frisco lost its roof. Everything inside was drenched.
At Frisco Volunteer Fire Department, two feet of water invaded the station. The 
big trucks were moved to Buxton before the storm.



Firefighters from Kill Devil Hills came down to clean the station so it could 
function as a post-storm contact and help station. Saturday afternoon, some 20 
households sought help.

The station now has a mobile food kitchen serving three meals a day operated by 
the Salvation Army. Supplies available include tarps, cots, cleaning kits and water.

The storm’s fury on Friday gave way to a wonderful, low humidity, sunshiny day 
on Saturday, which finished with a dashingly beautiful sunset.

A staged reentry was announced for Hatteras Island. Around 7:45 Saturday night, 
Priority 2 permanent residents and essential personnel for critical businesses were 
allowed on Hatteras Island. At noon Sunday, Priority Three reentry for non-
resident property owners and employees of non-critical businesses were let onto 
Hatteras Island.

Electric power lost and found

Hatteras Island lost electric power around 8 in the morning on Friday.

Three hours later, the Cape Hatteras Electric Cooperative found a broken 
transmission pole between Avon and Salvo. The broken pole was a cause of the 
outage. Later a second broken pole was found and fixed.

With the Buxton generators running, Cape Hatteras Electric crews energized 
Buxton, the village and beach circuits in Hatteras and north Frisco. Rodanthe, 
Waves and Salvo were powered by the main transmission line from Oregon Inlet.

On Saturday, crews worked to finish replacing two broken transmission poles 
between Avon and Salvo. The transmission lines were energized to the entire 
island around 8:30 Saturday night.

On Sunday, the crews addressed scattered outages. Report outages to 866-511-
9862. 

Thank you Cape Hatteras Electric workers and crews from Lee Electric 
Construction.



Storm Damages

Dare Schools Superintendent John Farrelly announced late Saturday that Cape 
Hatteras Secondary School suffered significant damage due to Hurricane Dorian.

About one-third of the school is damaged. 

He reported that many Dare County schools sustained more minor damage like 
roof shingles to be replaced. Those repairs will not prevent reopening once power 
is restored.

All Dare schools will be closed Monday, September 9 for all students and school 
staff. Central office staff will report on an optional basis, while essential 
maintenance, facility and transportation staff will report, said Farrelly.

Numerous trees are down in Hatteras Pines where 5 inches of rain fell.

The rainfall in Frisco was 4 and a third inches.

Observers on Pamlico Sound report on-the-water infrastructure damage.

Some property owners report flooding levels in relation to previous storms. One 
Buxton business owner said Dorian's flood waters were exactly between the levels 
for Emily and Matthew. Another reported six inches shy of Emily.

Recovery is underway

Listen to Radio Hatteras during the day for announcements. We generally aim for 
messages at the top or bottom of the hour. We also put in announcements as soon 
as possible and then repeat at the top or bottom of the hour.

A little good news:

Just before Hurricane Dorian demanded attention, North Carolina Department of 
Public Instruction issued its accountability report for last school term.

The students, faculty and administrators at Cape Hatteras Secondary scored a “B” 
and several years of Cs. The school the met growth requirement.

Cape Hatteras Elementary extended its “B” record for another year. The students, 
faculty and administrators also met growth requirements.

Congratulations all.



Just a note about us.

Radio Hatteras sustained no damage from the hurricane. We were off the air 
briefly Friday morning in Buxton but our amazing technical crew fixed the 
problem. Shortly after the power went off, we lost 99.9 FM which broadcasts to 
Rodanthe, Waves and Salvo. We’ll fix that.

Thanks for listening. Be safe out there. This is Radio Hatteras.

Weekly News Summary for Sunday, September 15, 2019.

Major disaster declaration requested for 13 NC counties, including Dare 
County

On Friday, Gov. Roy Cooper requested that President Donald J. Trump issue a 
major disaster declaration for public assistance for 13 counties impacted by 
Hurricane Dorian. Dare County is one of the 13.
If granted, the major disaster declaration triggers the FEMA Public Assistance 
program, which provides federal grants for debris removal, life-saving emergency 
protective measures and the repair, replacement or restoration of disaster-damaged 
publicly-owned facilities. 
The Public Assistance program also provides assistance for hazard mitigation 
measures during the recovery process, such as elevating homes.
The federal share of assistance is not less than 75 percent of the eligible cost. 

Recovery continues on Hatteras Island

Unrestricted access to all villages on Hatteras Island started at noon Thursday, 
September 12. 
All of Dare County is now open to visitors. The hardest hit Frisco and Hatteras 
were the last villages to reopen.
Dorian waited for 10 days before visiting the Outer Banks. Evacuation of Hatteras 
Island started 12 days ago for residents and 13 days ago for visitors.
Pamlico Sound tide waters came up fast, pushed into homes and businesses and 
left mud, sea grass and debris in Hatteras, Frisco, Buxton and Avon.



Piles of storm vegetation are now along roadsides. Flooded appliances and 
household stuff are appearing.
Three recovery stations are set up on Hatteras Island and located at Hatteras, Frisco 
and Avon Fire Departments.
The Salvation Army is providing three meals a day at Frisco and in Buxton at the 
Fessenden Center Annex. 
At the Frisco Fire Department, a daytime Free Market is operating for people who 
need items. 
Estimated total damage from Dorian in all of Dare County is $14 point 7 5 million 
dollars.

Cape Hatteras Secondary suffered major damage

Cape Hatteras Secondary School suffered significant damage during Dorian, as a 
large part of the gymnasium roof flew off.  Roughly a third of the building was 
affected by the storm. The gymnasium and media center in the older portion of the 
building took most damage. The school’s athletic fields were also destroyed.
The entire gymnasium roof is now covered with blue tarp. Dare’s Board of 
Education meets Tuesday afternoon at 3 o’clock to consider bids to rebuild the 
roof.
Cape Hatteras Secondary reopens Monday, September 16, due to the diligent work 
of the district’s maintenance team, the school’s staff and volunteers with leadership 
from Principal Beth Rooks and Assistant Principal Annette O’Neal.
On Friday, Superintendent John Farrelly notified parents by phone call and letter 
that the school was reopening tomorrow.
The new portion of the school campus is completely accessible. Classrooms have 
been shifted.
The damaged portions of the campus are to be closed off. 
Estimated damage at Cape Hatteras Secondary is between $3 point 5 million to $5 
million dollars.
While the secondary school was closed, some students volunteered to help with 
hurricane cleanup.
The Cape Hatteras Elementary School suffered minimal damage from Dorian, and 
opened to students on Wednesday, September 11. 
Scheduled athletic events at home have been cancelled. The girls varsity volleyball 
team plays at First Flight High School on Wednesday and in Bear Grass on 
Thursday. The girls middle school volleyball team has a match at Mattamuskeet on 
Wednesday.



The boys varsity soccer team plays at Manteo on Monday and Northeastern High 
School on Wednesday.
The coed varsity cross country team will participate in an invitational meet at First 
Flight High School on Saturday.

Debris instructions 

Dare County resumed residential and commercial trash collection Monday, 
September 9. Dare County has not announced a schedule for picking up debris. 
Just as a reminder: Storm-related debris is to be sorted into four separate piles and 
placed at the right-of-way and at least 30 feet from fire hydrants.
·Vegetative Debris. Do not bag.
·Construction and Demolition Materials 
·Metal like appliances
·Household Hazardous Waste and Electronics (oil, bleach toilet cleaner, 
televisions, computers, etc.)
Large items such as cars, boats, trailers, and campers will be not be accepted and 
must be disposed of by the owner. 

Transportation repairs in progress

The state’s department of Transportation estimates that damage from Dorian is 
about $45 million dollars. Road repairs are expected to be complete by the end of 
the year.
On Ocracoke, Dorian wiped out more than 1,000 feet of dunes and N C 12 
pavement. This past week, transportation staff met with National Park Service 
officials about rebuilding the road.
Transportation workers have pushed sand off N C 12 on Hatteras Island. 
The ferry between Hatteras Island and Ocracoke Island is not accessible to 
visitors.  

Advisory against swimming still in effect

The state’s precautionary advisory against swimming remains in effect for all 
ocean and sound-side sites in Hyde, Dare, and Currituck counties. Several towns 
along the beaches in Dare and Currituck counties are still pumping stormwater to 
the ocean. State officials are continuing to collect samples and test for bacterial 



levels in these counties. Early results of tests completed so far show levels of 
bacteria that exceed the state and Environmental Protection Agency standards for 
swimming and other contact with the water. 
In Hyde, Dare and Currituck counties, residents and visitors, including fishermen, 
who cannot avoid contacting those waters should exercise caution, limit wound 
exposure, and thoroughly wash their hands.
State officials will continue to test the waters at swimming sites in the three 
counties. 
The precautionary advisory was issued September 3 as Hurricane Dorian 
approached the North Carolina coast because excessive rains and flooding can 
cause high levels of bacteria in the water that can make people sick. Floodwaters 
and storm water runoff can contain pollutants such as waste from septic systems, 
sewer line breaks, pet waste, wildlife, petroleum products and other chemicals.

Republican takes September 10 special election
 
In the special congressional election for the Third District, Republican Greg 
Murphy roundly defeated Democrat Allen Thomas.
Murphy, a sitting North Carolina Representative, garnered 70,142 votes to 42,570 
for Thomas. Murphy’s votes represented 61.74 percent of the votes cast. 
All of 16 counties and a portion of Greenville make up the Third District, 
previously represented by the late Walter B. Jones Jr., a Republican.
Murphy carried all counties except Hyde.
Murphy, who lives with his family in Greenville, is a physician in private practice. 
He is on the faculty of the East Carolina University School of Medicine and the 
former chief of staff at Vidant Medical Center. 

U.S. House acts on offshore drilling

On Wednesday, the U.S. House passed legislation to stop drilling off the Atlantic 
and Pacific coasts.
This bill prohibits the Department of the Interior from offering any tract for oil and 
gas leasing or preleasing in the Atlantic Outer Continental Shelf planning area, 
including North Atlantic, Mid-Atlantic, South Atlantic, and the Straits of Florida or 
the Pacific Outer Continental Shelf planning areas.
The legislation, H.R. 1941 titled Coastal and Marine Economies Protection Act, 
was approved 238 to 189.



The legislation is not likely to pass the Republican-led Senate. President Trump 
has threatened a veto.

Commercial flounder seasons set

North Carolina Marine Fisheries Proclamation FF-34-2019 published restrictions 
that apply to commercial flounder fishing in Internal Coastal Waters and Atlantic 
Ocean waters.
The proclamation was effective at 12:01 this morning
The Proclamation maintains a 15-inch total length minimum size limit and also 
maintains the regulation against taking flounder from anchored large mesh gill 
nets. 
Only trawls can fish for flounder in Atlantic waters.
Commercial seasons set by the proclamation are:
Northern Management Area: September 15 to Sunday, October 13. 
Central Management Area: Tuesday, October 1 to Saturday, October 26. This 
includes Pamlico Sound and rivers
Southern Management Area: Tuesday, Oct. 1 to Friday, November 15

Court dates reset

All Dare County Criminal, Civil and Magistrates Courts scheduled for Wednesday, 
Thursday, and Friday, September 4, 5 and 6 were cancelled.
New court dates are scheduled and notifications by mail sent out on or after 
Monday, Sept. 9. The letter will have a new, assigned court date.
If you were due in court and have not received a letter, call the Dare County 
Clerk’s Office 252-475-5200 for your new court date.
 

Opening up after Dorian

On Thursday at noon, the Graveyard of the Atlantic Museum opened its doors after 
Hurricane Dorian. The museum closed September 4 in advance of Hurricane 
Dorian and remained shuttered as access to the area was limited in the storm’s 
aftermath. The site itself, including its artifacts and exhibits, did not sustain any 
damage in the storm.



The National Park Service has reopened almost all of its facilities and services on 
Hatteras Island. Open Cape Hatteras National Seashore facilities and services as of 
September 13 are:
·        Beachfront parking areas
·        All designated off road vehicle (ORV) routes on Hatteras Island
·        Salvo Day Use Area
·        The Haulover Day Use Area
·        The Kite Point sound side access
·        Oregon Inlet and Cape Point Campgrounds and parts of Frisco campground
·        Cape Hatteras lighthouse climbing operations and bookstore  
·        Off road vehicle permit offices at the Bodie Island and Cape Hatteras 
lighthouses  
·        All of the Inside Road between Ramps 44 and 49
·        Frisco Beach Access
·        Billy Mitchell airstrip
A portion of Haulover Day Use area parking and the restrooms are closed due to 
damage to the parking area, seawall and railing, and flooding of the restroom septic 
system.
National Park Service visitor areas and services on Ocracoke Island remain closed.

Upcoming this week

Dare County Board of Commissioners meets Monday, Sept. 16 starting at 5 
o’clock.
Following Chairman Bob Woodard’s remarks, several proclamations and a 
resolution open the meeting.
Public comment is scheduled after initial activity. On Hatteras Island, public 
comment can be offered at the Fessenden Center.
Essential housing development amendments are on the agenda for a public hearing.
A contract with Kennon Briggs to serve as an independent consultant is on the 
agenda. Briggs will serve as an Education Consultant as the county designs and 
builds the new Dare campus for College of The Albemarle.
The day starts at 1 p.m. for the commissioners as a workshop on essential housing 
will be held.

On Saturday morning September 21, from 8 to Noon, Cape Hatteras National 
Seashore and the North Carolina Beach Buggy Association will host drop-in 
volunteer beach cleanup efforts.



The Seashore will host a volunteer beach cleanup at the Old Cape Hatteras 
Lighthouse Site on Hatteras Island. Meet park staff in the parking lot.
NCBBA members will be stationed at the park’s off road vehicle ramps where 
visitors can obtain trash bags for collecting litter during their visit. Participants are 
asked to deposit the trash bags at the ramp entrance for collection.  

Note: The 2019 edition of Day at the Docks was cancelled along with Taste of 
North Carolina due to Hurricane Dorian recovery efforts underway in Hatteras 
village.
On Saturday, September 28, the Blessing of the Fleet will be held. The boat parade 
starts at 5:30 and the blessing is scheduled for 6 o’clock in the evening.
The blessing of the fleet usually concludes Day at the Dock activities.

Take care in cleaning up. This is Radio Hatteras

Weekly News Summary of September 22, 2019.

Governor requests additional disaster declaration for Individual Assistance 
after Dorian

In a letter dated Saturday, September 21, 2019, Governor Roy Cooper sent an 
additional request to President Trump for federal assistance for North Carolina 
residents hurting from Hurricane Dorian.

The request asks for Individual Assistance for Carteret, Dare, Hyde and New 
Hanover counties. 

The governor’s request for FEMA Individual Assistance, if approved, would 
provide grants to residents who suffered damages from Dorian.

Specifically requested are the Individuals and Households Program (IHP), the 
Small Business Administration’s Disaster Assistance Loans, Crisis Counseling, 
Disaster Legal Services, Disaster Unemployment Assistance and the Disaster 
Supplemental Nutritional Assistance Programs.

This new request is in addition to the Sept. 13 request for a major disaster 
declaration for Public Assistance. The Public Assistance request would provide 
reimbursement of funds spent repairing infrastructure and public facilities. 



Congressman Greg Murphy visiting Ocracoke on Saturday and announced major 
disaster declaration for public assistance has been approved, reported the Ocracoke 
Current.

Cooper and state emergency managers are due in Ocracoke on Monday.

Hatteras Island Recovery proceeding

On Monday, Cape Hatteras Secondary School reopened. That’s a big deal 
considering Dorian destruction was pegged at $ 3 point 2 million dollars. The 
reopening is thanks to volunteers, school maintenance folks, faculty and 
administrators.

At the Frisco Fire Department, the Really, Really Free Market is open from 9 in 
the morning to 4 in the afternoon Monday through Saturday. Community 
Emergency Response Team members are on-site at the Frisco Fire Department. 
Follow Facebook at h i c e r t for updates on hours of operation.  

Thanks to rapid response from the Salvation Army, people affected by Hurricane 
Dorian had hot meals and fellowship at breakfast, lunch and dinner. The Salvation 
Army has ceased operations at the Frisco Fire Department and in Buxton.

Debris pickup starts Monday in Hatteras Village.

Put debris close to the road in four piles, vegetation, metal, construction debris, 
including insulation, and hazard household products. It is NOT necessary to take 
debris to NC 12. Create piles in front of houses, close to the road. 

On Monday morning, Dare County Board of Commissioners meets in special 
session in Manteo.

The purpose of the meeting is to discuss and approve activation of the Debris 
Removal Contract.

Note that the Cape Hatteras National Seashore will temporarily close the Buxton 
Beach Access (Old Coast Guard site) parking area to support Dare County debris 
cleanup efforts. The Buxton Beach Access is located on Old Lighthouse Road in 
Buxton.

Starting Monday, September 23, Hatteras Island residents needing assistance with 
cleaning up homes or property can request help at the North Carolina Baptist Men 



Recovery Site located at the former PNC Bank Building at 47013 NC Hwy 12 in 
Buxton. Individuals who cannot get to the recovery site can call 252.489.9189.

Residents who rent a home on Hatteras Island and need assistance with cleaning up 
the home or property can request assistance at the Dare County Department of 
Health & Human Services offices in Frisco. Individuals who cannot get to the 
offices can call 252.475.9320.

Food and Nutrition Services recipients who suffered a food loss during Hurricane 
Dorian have until September 30 to request replacement benefits. Recipients need to 
contact Social Services Division at 252.475.5500 and ask to speak to a worker in 
the Food and Nutrition Services Unit.

For information on Ocracoke Island recovery, visit the online news source, Island 
Free Press.

The next three items concern NC 12, Hatteras Island’s Main Street 

Speed limits on Hatteras Island’s NC 12 changed this past week.

The speed limit in Rodanthe, Waves, Salvo, Avon and Frisco changed from the 
seasonal 35 miles per hour to 45 miles per hour.

Between the villages of Avon and Buxton and Frisco and Hatteras, the speed 
limited increased from 45 miles per hour to 55 miles per hour.

The increased speed limits will stay in place until May 15, 2020.

Beach driving access in the villages of Rodanthe, Waves and Salvo from Ramp 23 
and Avon from Ramps 34 and 38 is scheduled for Oct. 15.

During this next week, portions of Pole Road will be closed for a Tideland Electric 
Cooperative project. Beach detours will be available depending on beach 
conditions.

Oregon Inlet Bridge lane closures start Monday

Daytime lane closures in the work zone around the Oregon Inlet Bridge in Dare 
County will resume beginning Monday, September 23.



During the lane closures, workers will be completing “punch list” items on the 
bridge project, including finishing touches to the railing and the bridge itself.

Motorists should be aware of the possibility of daytime lane closures at any time 
from 7 Monday mornings through 3 Friday afternoons. During the lane closures, 
contractors will use flaggers to control traffic and post appropriate warning signs. 
Lane closures will vary in length but will typically be between a half-mile and one 
mile long. One lane of traffic will be open at all times.

Some ocean water on island roads

The northeast wind and waves forecast by the National Weather Service sent ocean 
water along some Hatteras Island roads.

On NC 12 at the north end of Rodanthe at the Mirlo Beach subdivision, Atlantic 
Ocean salt water covered the road Friday and Saturday morning. 

The first reports about the encroaching ocean started Thursday afternoon after a 
late morning high tide. Ocean water creeped over NC 12 at Mirlo Beach, pushed to 
the roadsides and left a little on the travel lanes.

On Thursday afternoon, ocean water came around some properties on Ocean View 
in Avon.

In Buxton, ocean water slithered under the Buxton motels and down roads leading 
to Old Lighthouse Road. By 4 p.m., NC 12 was clear and dry, reported The 
Coastland Times.

New president for C O A

College of The Albemarle’s trustees have named Jack N. Bagwell as the 11th 
president of the community college. He will begin his new job December 2.

In his nearly 28 years as a community college educator, Bagwell has held faculty, 
administrative, and senior leadership roles at institutions in South Carolina and has 
served as the Vice President for Academic Affairs at Piedmont Technical College 
in Greenwood, South Carolina since 2014.



This is the 50th anniversary of the Dare County Campus of College of The 
Albemarle.

A fisheries success story

Soon, Hatteras watermen will be fishing again for Spanish mackerel in state 
waters.

Propelling the success were online public comments and a comments from four 
people who journeyed to Charleston, South Carolina, to deliver messages.

The South Atlantic Fishery Management Council was meeting in Charleston, 
Friday, September 20.

To get ready for the meeting, commercial fishermen met in Hatteras village, 
September 12. The group developed requests to deliver to the Council. On 
Monday, Dare’s commissioners unanimously supported two of those requests.

A council committee, then the council itself, moved the requests forward, 
instructing Council staff to analyze step-down trip limits for the northern zone. 
Two seats to be filled with North Carolinians will be added to the Cobia-Mackerel 
advisory committee.

Friday afternoon, North Carolina fisheries director Steve Murphey signaled he 
would re-open Spanish mackerel fishing in state waters with a 500 pound trip limit 
by the middle of this week. That state action puts North Carolina parallel with 
Florida.

Marine Fisheries seeks public comment on proposed blue crab management 
changes

The N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries is accepting comments from the public on 
proposed management changes to reduce blue crab harvest in the state to end 
overfishing and rebuild the overfished stock.

Draft Amendment 3 to the Blue Crab Fishery Management Plan contains several 
proposals to achieve sustainable harvest as well as additional blue crab and habitat 
protection measures. 



The comment deadline is 5 p.m., October 3.

Go to Island Free Press for a full press release with meeting sites and dates and 
links to information.

Cape Hatteras varsity volleyball wins!

Cape Hatteras Secondary’s varsity volleyball team won a 3-2 match against 
Atlantic 5 rival Bear Grass Charter in Buxton on Thursday night.

Four of the five sets were closely contested, with long volleys and quick defensive 
play.

Bear Grass took the first set 25-20 and Cape Hatteras snatched the second set, 25-
19. 

Bear Grass scored a 25-23 win in the third set. Eleven times the score was tied. 

In the fourth set, Cape Hatteras walloped Bear Grass 25 to 8. 

The fifth set, played to 15, was again close. Six times the teams tied the score. Bear 
Grass scored to push ahead 13-11. Laura Hooper stepped behind the line to serve. 
The Cape Hatteras team tied the score at 13 and added the next two points, to take 
the match.

On Wednesday, the Cape Hatteras team journeyed to First Flight and turned in 
another winning performance. Again, Cape Hatteras won the match 15-13 in the 
fifth set.

 This home conference match was played at the Fessenden Center in Buxton. Cape 
Hatteras varsity has an overall 8-4 record and a 2-0 conference record, reports The 
Coastland Times. 

Cape Hatteras Home Varsity Sports Schedule

All home volleyball games are now played at Cape Hatteras Elementary School.

In boys varsity soccer on Wednesday, Cape Hatteras entertains Manteo. The match 
starts at 6 p.m. at the Buxton Back Road soccer pitch. On Friday at 5, Ocracoke 
visits Cape Hatteras.



In girls varsity volleyball, a home match is scheduled for Thursday at 4:30 against 
Columbia.

The Cape Hatteras cross country teams will participate on Wednesday in a meet at 
Manteo which starts at 4 and on Saturday in the Bo Run at Winterville.

Coming up this week

NCDOT to Hold Informational Meeting on Rodanthe Bridge Project

The N.C. Department of Transportation will hold an informal informational 
meeting Thursday, September 26 to update the public on the Rodanthe Bridge 
project. The project is currently under construction with an estimated completion 
date of late 2020 or early 2021. 

The meeting will be held from 3:30 to 5:30 in the afternoon at the Rodanthe-
Waves-Salvo Community Center on NC 12 in Rodanthe, across from the 
Chicamacomico Life-Saving Station.

NCDOT officials and project engineers will provide an update on the project’s 
progress and answer questions from people who attend the meeting. Audio from 
the meeting will be available. Go to Island Free Press for a call-in number or a go-
to-meeting connection.

Hatteras Island Surf Fishing Challenge on the beaches of Hatteras Island

Four competition divisions: Bluefish, Spanish mackerel, Sea Mullet, and Pompano

$70 per angler for all four divisions. Rules at 2019 Hatteras Island Surf Challenge.

Headquarters is Camp Hatteras Conference Center, 24798 NC-12 (soundside), 
Rodanthe. Register Friday, September 27 from 4 to 11 at night.

Hatteras Island Meals, the beneficiary, serves nutritious meals for lunch four days 
a week to elderly or homebound clients on Hatteras Island. The organization is 
100% donation funded, 100% volunteer staffed.

Blessing of the Fleet set for Saturday, September 28



The blessing of the Hatteras Island fishing fleet will take place at Hatteras Harbor 
Marina Saturday evening September 28. The boat parade starts at 5:30 with the 
ceremony starting at 6.

The Blessing of the Fleet is usually the last event at Day at the Docks but due to 
Hurricane Dorian, Day at the Docks was canceled this year.

Be safe out there. Thanks to all those who are helping Hatteras and Ocracoke 
islands recover. This is Radio Hatteras.

Weekly News Summary for September 29, 2019.

Storm Debris pick-up is happening.

Last Monday morning, Dare County’s Board of Commissioners issued a notice to 
proceed with debris cleanup to Southern Disaster Recovery, Greenville, S.C.
The contractor’s crews were already in Hatteras village waiting for the go-ahead
Another contractor, Thompson Consulting Services was also given the notice to 
proceed. Thompson provides monitoring services for navigating funding and 
compliance requirements.
On Friday, four trucks were working in Hatteras village and four in Frisco.
Instead of village by village, Southern Disaster Recovery will first pick up 
construction debris in all villages. Once that’s completed, the contractor will return 
to remove metal, household hazardous waste and vegetation.
On Saturday, in Hatteras village, mostly white goods like washers and refrigerators 
remain to be picked up.
So by now, residents and property owners in unincorporated Dare County should 
have all storm-related debris placed in front of their properties in the right-of-way 
in four piles: vegetation, construction and demolition materials, appliances and 
electronics and hazardous waste like paint.
Also, as of Sunday morning, the requests for disaster declarations for public and 
individual assistance have not been signed.



A water-related death reported

A 75-year-old man from Downsville, New York, died in the Atlantic Ocean near 
the northern boundary of Hatteras village Saturday afternoon, reported The 
Coastland Times.
According to information from the national seashore, a 911 call was received at 
2:50. A companion swimmer reported that the victim became unconscious while 
attempting to escape a rip current. With help from two bystanders, the companion 
pulled the man from the ocean.
The cause of death is unknown until a medical examination is performed.
National Park Service Rangers, Hatteras Island Rescue Squad and Dare County 
Emergency Medical Services responded to the incident.
This is the third water-related fatality off Cape Hatteras National Seashore this 
year. There were five fatalities in 2018, seven in 2017, and eight in 2016.

Business News 

This week, Radio Hatteras Business correspondent Tom Hranicka contributed 
statistical updates on the island’s economy. The reports are based on results prior 
to Hurricane Dorian.
The real estate market is a mixed picture.
The bright spot through August is the median sale price of residential properties. 
The price was up a little over 8 percent when compared to the first eight months of 
last year.
The median sale price of homes is now over $300,000, reflecting the ongoing 
recovery in the Hatteras Island real estate market, writes Hranicka.
On the other hand, the number of residential sales is down about three percent and 
the total dollar value is about the same as last year.
Undeveloped lot sales are showing double digit improvement in almost all major 
market indicators. Strong results in lot purchases are a harbinger of long-awaited 
good times for the construction industry.
Broader measures of economic activity show meal tax receipts up over 7 percent 
through July but occupancy tax receipts off by almost the same amount, 7 percent.
Anecdotal reports suggest that rental activity after Hurricane Dorian are reflecting 
reservations from visitors whose vacations were disrupted by the devastation in 
Ocracoke.



Visitation statistics from the Cape Hatteras National Seashore show an increase of 
about 2 point 6 percent through August. Almost 2 million people have visited the 
national seashore prior to Hurricane Dorian.
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Briefly, no recycling programs were available on Hatteras Island

For a brief period this past week, no recycling programs were operating on 
Hatteras Island.
On Monday, Sept. 23, Dare County announced that the scales at the transfer station 
in Buxton were broken and the station was closed down. The station has a 
recycling center in its yard.
On Wednesday, the Buxton Transfer Station reopened along with the recycling 
area.



In Rodanthe, the Dare County recycling center was not reopened after Hurricane 
Dorian. A section of fence was broken down. Inside the broken fence, two 
dumpsters were overflowing with trash. In the place where the dumpsters normally 
sit was a pile of trash.
All is well now. The fence is fixed. The recycling trailer is back in place. The 
dumpsters are empty and in place. The grass is mowed. People can recycle from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m., seven days a week.
However, recycling is not back to normal.
For a dozen years, Hatteras Recycle has picked up recycling items from rented 
houses in cooperation with realty companies on the island.
On Sept. 11, Hatteras Recycle posted the following on the firm’s Facebook page: 
“We regret to announce that we will be ending recycling services. We wish to 
thank all of our recycling partners over all the years. This has been a heartbreaking 
decision to make. With your support we have recycled thousands of tons of 
recyclables.”
Realty partners were formally notified.
For years, Dare County has ranked in the top ten among North Carolina counties in 
public recycling and in the top five among counties in collecting common 
household recyclables.
Plaguing the recycling industry is contamination. Going into those Hatteras 
Recycle blue cans were pizza boxes, filmy plastic, garbage and other nasty things.
North Carolina has launched an educational campaign aiming to reduce 
contamination.
Hatteras Recycle also encountered escalated tipping fees.

Fisheries briefs noting openings and closings

Commercial Spanish mackerel opened last Friday

North Carolina Marine Fisheries Proclamation FF-38-2019 established a harvest 
period for the commercial Spanish mackerel fishery in North Carolina Coastal 
Fishing Waters and implemented a 500-pound daily trip limit.
The proclamation was effective last Friday
The fishery will close by proclamation once the total annual catch limit is projected 
to be reached, or 8 o’clock at night November 15, 2019, whichever occurs first. 
The fishery in federal waters remains closed.
This is a big win for Dare County watermen, who spoke with one voice about the 
need to reopen the Spanish mackerel fishery. Some pushback is starting.



At sunrise last Friday, North Carolina Marine Fisheries reopened to shellfish 
harvest Pamlico Sound, Portsmouth Island, Ocracoke Inlet, Ocracoke Island and 
Hatteras Inlet and Hatteras Island. Normal closure boundaries apply. Shellfish 
harvest was suspended in advance of Hurricane Dorian.

Two fisheries open October 1.

On October 1, the Atlantic Ocean commercial summer flounder season opens. A 
17,500 pound possession limit and a 7,500 pound offload limit in North Carolina is 
set for the harvest period.
The fishery will close by proclamation once the annual North Carolina quota is 
reached or at 6 o’clock, Friday evening, November 15, 2019, whichever occurs 
first.

Black sea bass fishery opens 
North Carolina Fisheries has announced that the commercial black sea bass fishery 
in state Atlantic Ocean waters north of Cape Hatteras is to open October 1.
In six weeks, the fishery will close unless the North Carolina quota is reached 
earlier.
Harvest limits are set by gear type. See Proclamation FF 36 2019 for details.

One fishery closed. The recreation harvest of red grouper and Other Jacks 
Complex closed September 25 in both federal and state waters. Recreational catch 
limits exceeded the limit.

Flags at half-staff Monday

Governor Roy Cooper ordered all United States and North Carolina flags at state 
facilities to be lowered to half-staff from sunrise to sunset on Monday, September 
30, in honor of United States Army Sgt. 1st Class Elis A. "Barreto" Ortiz. Sgt. 
Barreto died while in combat in Afghanistan on Thursday, September 5.
He was assigned to the 82nd Airborne Division's 3rd Brigade Combat Team in Fort 
Bragg. His awards and decorations include the Purple Heart, Bronze Star Medal, 
Meritorious Service Medal, Army Commendation Medal with two Oak Leaf 
Clusters as well as three specialist badges. Services for Sgt. Barreto will be held at 
the Arlington National Cemetery on Monday.
As a sign of respect, individuals, businesses, schools, municipalities, counties and 
other government subdivisions are encouraged to fly the flag at half-staff from 
sunrise to sunset, Monday.
 



October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month

The color for the month is PINK.
The Hatteras Island Cancer Foundation started the cancer awareness campaign a 
little early. The foundation’s Chowder Cook-Off, usually part of Day at the Docks, 
was delayed until Saturday, September 28. Tasting was free at the Hatteras village 
Civic Center. 
Voted the winner this year was the Village Red and White entry. Chef 
MacDowell’s Cajun Sausage Chowder was made with sausage available at the 
village’s grocery store.
The foundation is recipient of five events during the month of October.
Fish Like a Girl is slated for Saturday, October 5 from 9 to Noon at the Avon 
Fishing Pier.
This is the fifth year for this all-girls charity tournament. Over 200 ladies of all 
ages participated last year.
To sign up, stop by the Avon Pier or online at brown paper tickets dot com with 
event number 4290850. The Avon Fishing Pier address is 41001 N C 12 in Avon 
on Hatteras Island.
Entry in the tournament is $30.
Next up on the Get Pink schedule is the Positively Pink 5 K and Fun Run.
In its 16th year, the run or walk is set for October 12 starting at the Sun Realty 
building at 8 in the morning. The entry fee is $30 before October 10 and $35 after 
October 10.
Register at run sign up dot com using H I C F 5 K to find the race registration.
Pink Drinks is a special feature for the month at island restaurants and bars. We’ll 
let you know where to purchase concoctions. Proceeds from sales go to the 
Hatteras Island Cancer Foundation.
Two stores in Hatteras Village, Lee Robinson General Store and Dancing Turtle 
have special items for sale during the month.
Coins for Cancer is a special contest at Cape Hatteras Elementary School. The 
week-long event features collection of lots of coins to help cancer survivors.
Close to the end of the month, participate in the Fessenden’s Center third annual 
Fit-A-Thon set for Saturday, October 26, from 7 in the morning to 2 in the 
afternoon. Check out all the great fitness classes regularly offered plus belly 
dancing and Tai Chi. Outer Banks Shag Club members will teach some dance floor 
moves. Come for one or stay for all. The requested donation for the Hatteras Island 
Cancer Foundation is $15. Contact the Fessenden Center at 995-5650 for details. 
 
Upcoming this week on Hatteras Island



On Tuesday, October 1, the first session of a Hatteras Island Grief Group will meet 
at the Fessenden Center in Buxton from 1 to 2:30 in the afternoon. The group is 
scheduled to gather on the first like October 1 and the third Tuesdays through 
December. No registration or fee is required. For more information, call 995-2478.

For Cape Hatteras Secondary fall ball programs, the Girls Volleyball teams play on 
Wednesday at 4:30 against First Flight High School at Cape Hatteras Elementary 
School. The boys soccer team plays Northeastern High School at 5 at the Buxton 
Back Road field.

This is Radio Hatteras.


