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Air Date: 01/01/2017
Title: HomeWorks & Mirian Middle School
Time: 5:30am
Running Time: 30 min.

Summary: HomeWorks is a program where teachers go to students homes 2x a year to ensure that parents 
are taking an active role in their child’s education. Mirian Middle School is a non-profit private girl’s 
school that offers an intensive curriculum to help keep low income girls on track with school & interested 
in education.

Education, community support, family support & family values

Air Date: 1/8/17
Title: Stray Rescue of St. Louis
Time: 5:30am
Running time: 30 min.

Summary: Stray Rescue founder, Randy Grim came in to update on the distemper outbreak & to talk 
about all of the programs that Stray Rescue has to offer. Most people think of Stray Rescue as being a 
place that only rescues & adopts out dogs but they are so much more than that! They work with foster 
pets, hospice programs, prison programs, training service dogs & many others.

Animal welfare, community support, education

Air Date: 1/15/17
Title: Special Horses & Books 4 Kids
Time: 5:30am
Running Time: 30 min.

Summary: Wendi Neckemeyer of Special Horses spoke with up about the plight of abused & neglected 
horses. She has an organization that rescues & helps rescue these horses all over the Country. I also spoke 
with Toni Walling, founder of Books 4 Kids. Toni works on getting books in schools for children starting 
with small, personal libraries for each child.

Animal welfare, literacy, education, community support

Air Date: 1/22/17
Title: Emmaus
Time:5:30
Running Time: 30 min.

Summary: Emmaus is a faith based organization providing around the clock services to adults with 



developmental disabilities with the goal of helping them live their best lives possible in the community of 
their choice. They provide residential, recreational & spiritual services.

Mental health, community support

Air Date: 1/29/17
Title: Catherine Cares & Ready Readers
Time: 5:30am
Running Time: 30min.

Summary: Lauren & Wayne Turley from Catherine cares came back for an update on Catherine Cares, an 
organization that works with hospitals throughout the United States to provide several services to families 
who have received devastating news about their child whether still in utero or living. Shelia Oliveri also 
joined me to talk about Ready Readers, a St. Louis-based nonprofit organization dedicated to inspiring 
preschool age children from low-income communities to LOVE books and to have the emergent literacy 
skills necessary to become readers when they enter kindergarten.

literacy, healthcare

Air Date: 2/5/17
Title: Foster & Adoptive Care Coalition and Friends of Kids w/Cancer
Time: 5:30am
Running Time: 30 min.

Summary: Summer Jarman with Foster & Adoptive Care Coalition spoke about the organization. Their 
mission is to create permanency in every foster child’s life by recruiting and supporting foster and 
adoptive families in the St. Louis metropolitan community. Next, Judy Ciapciak with Friends of Kids 
with Cancer joined us to talk about their mission, to be an advocate for these special kids and provide 
them and their families with the educational, emotional, and recreational support needed as a result of the 
long hours of chemotherapy, illness and isolation. 

family values, health care, education

Air Date: 2/12/17
Title: Character Plus
Time: 5:30am
Running Time: 30 min.

Summary: Dr. Lynn Lawrence & Dr. Julie Sperry came in to discuss Character Plus, an organization to 
develop positive character traits in young people by providing a high-quality character education process 
and resources to schools, homes and communities.

education, community pride, literacy



Air Date: 2/19/17
Title: Children’s Miracle Network & LLS
Time: 5:30am
Running Time: 30 min.

Summary: Melissa Hanstein & Lindsey Skinner from the Children’s Miracle Network joined me to talk 
about National Pancake Day. IHOP & CMN pair up for the day & money raised on short stacks goes to 
CMN. Next, Debbie Kersting from the Leukemia Lymphoma Society & Dr. Rob Hanson were on to talk 
about the dangers of smoking & how it has now been shown to cause on blood cancers.

Health issues, community support

Air Date: 2/26/17
Title: Doorways & Bi-State Pet Food Pantry
Time: 5:30am
Running Time: 30 min.

Summary: Opal Jones is the President & CEO of Doorways & they are an interfaith non-profit 
organization which provides housing and related supportive services to improve quality of life and health 
outcomes for people affected by HIV/AIDS. Jacque Zankanata also joined the show to talk about the Bi-
State Pet Food Pantry. Their goal is to keep animals and their guardians together during financially 
difficult times by providing emergency assistance with pet food.

religious support, healthcare, community support, animal welfare

Air Date: 3/5/17
Title: SIDS & Lydia’s House
Time: 5:30am
Running Time: 30 min. 

Summary: Lori Behrens is the Executive Director of SIDS Resources. They work to promote safe 
practices which reduce the risk of infant death and to provide bereavement support for families who have 
lost babies. Next, Karen Kirk spoke about Lydia’s House. Lydia’s House works in faith to end domestic 
violence by being a place of healing and a voice of hope for abused women and their children. They do 
this by providing safe, affordable transitional housing in a confidential location for a maximum of two 
years. Assisting women and their children to create and implement long term individual life-goal plans 
which include education, training, employment, and safe housing. Facilitating access to information and 
referrals to community resources. Creating awareness about domestic violence through a speaker’s bureau 
and an outreach educational ministry.

healthcare, domestic violence, family support

Air Date: 3/12/17
Title: 2000 Feet & Tenth Life Cat Rescue
Time: 5:30am
Running Time: 30 min.



Summary: Elinor Nelson is a founder of 2000 Feet, an organization that takes underprivileged children 
shopping for brand new shoes. For some of these children, it is their very first time having new shoes. 
Megan Fogliano also joined the show to talk about Tenth Life Cat Rescue. This organization rescues cats 
to give them another chance to be adopted/fostered and put into forever homes.

Children’s welfare, animal welfare

Air Date: 3/19/17
Title: Variety Kids St. Louis
Time: 5:30am
Running Time: 30 min.

Summary: Brian Roy spoke about Variety Kids, St. Louis & all of their upcoming events. Variety the 
Children’s Charity of St. Louis has been helping children with physical and intellectual disabilities reach 
their full potential for more than 80 years.

Disabilities, children’s welfare

Air Date: 3/26/17
Title: INOBTR.org
Time: 5:30am
Running Time: 30 min.

Summary: Cindy Schroeder told us about INOBTR.org. That translates to “I know better”. This is about 
internet safety for children & teens. It also has tips for parents that will help them to talk to their children 
about internet safety.

Technology, education

THE BOOK SHOW 

WAMC National Productions

1st QUARTERLY ISSUES REPORT

January 1, 2017 - March 31, 2017

DATE TIME SHOW # TOPIC

1/3/2017 :25 1485 Bestselling author Wally Lamb’s latest, I’ll Take You There, tells 
the story of film professor Felix Funicello who is visited by the 



ghost of a trailblazing director from the silent era who invites Felix 
to revisit – and in some cases re-live – scenes from his past.  

1/10/2017 :25 1486 Alice Hoffman has written more than thirty works of fiction, 
including The Museum of Extraordinary Things, The 
Dovekeepers and Practical Magic. Her latest novel is Faithful. It 
tells the story of a young woman struggling to redefine herself 
and the power of love, family, and fate.

1/17/2017 :25 1487 Caroline Leavitt’s new novel, Cruel Beautiful World is about 
coming of age in 1969; about wild love, rebellion, and finding 
oneself in the time of Woodstock and the Manson murders.

The novel is a haunting, nuanced portrait of love, sisters, and the 
impossible legacy of family.   

1/24/2017 :25 1488 When Stéphane Gerson’s eight year old son, Owen, died in a 
rafting accident, he found himself in uncharted territory. In the 
weeks that followed, he started to write about life without his son. 
Eventually, those writings took shape as the new book, Disaster 
Falls: A Family Story.

1/31/2017 :25 1489 Writer Tracy Chevalier spins fiction from history. Her new novel, 
At the Edge of the Orchard, takes us back to the Gold Rush era 
to tell the tale of a pioneer family on the American frontier.

2/7/2017 :25 1490 Pulitzer-Prize winning novelist Richard Russo is one of America’s 
most celebrated fiction writers, as well as an acclaimed 
screenwriter and memoirist.

His new novel, Everybody’s Fool, is a sequel to his novel 
Nobody’s Fool, which revisits the upstate New York setting and 
characters of that highly-praised novel.

2/14/2017 :25 1491 Sebastian Barry is one of the most prominent Irish writers of his 
generation. In his latest novel, Days without End, he explores 
America through the eyes of a young Irish immigrant fighting in 
the great wars of the mid-19th century.

It’s about war, immigration, and the violent making of America, 
but also a moving love story between two gay men.

2/21/2017 :25 1492 Neil Gaiman has long been inspired by ancient mythology in 
creating the fantastical realms of his fiction – including his 
classics The Sandman and American Gods.

Now he turns his attention back to the source in his new book: 
Norse Mythology, where he fashions these primeval stories into a 
novelistic arc.

2/28/2017 :25 1493 This year marks the 30th Anniversary of one of crime fiction’s 
greatest characters, John Rebus, created by one of the world’s 
leading crime writers, Ian Rankin.

Rebus’s anniversary coincides with the release of Rather Be the 
Devil, Rankin’s 21st Rebus novel. Ian Rankin joins us to talk 



about one of Crime Fiction's great curmudgeons.

3/7/2017 :25 1494 George Saunders is considered one of the great masters of the 
short-story. He’s now written his first novel, Lincoln in the Bardo – 
a novel that comes from the real-life death of Willie Lincoln, the 
11 year-old son of Abe and Mary Lincoln in 1862.

3/14/2017 :25 1495 At the end of Mark Twain’s masterwork, Huckleberry Finn 
declares that he plans to “light out for the Territory” to avoid 
getting “sivilized.”

For 130-plus years, readers have been left guessing about the 
adventures in the West. But now, Huck is back, thanks to prize-
winning novelist Robert Coover. His novel is Huck Out West.

3/21/2017 :25 1496 In Madame President: The Extraordinary Journey of Ellen 
Johnson Sirleaf, Pulitzer Prize–winning journalist and bestselling 
author Helene Cooper tells the harrowing and triumphant story of 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, leader of the Liberian women’s movement, 
winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, and the first democratically 
elected female president in African history.

3/28/2017 :25 1497 Louis Begley, best known for his masterful observations of life in 
New York City’s upper crust, made his thriller debut with Killer 
Come Hither.

That book told the story of former Marine Corps officer turned 
novelist and Yale Alum, Jack Dana. Now Begley continues Jack’s 
story in the sequel, Kill and Be Killed.


