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Section A:  Newscast Overview and Quarterly Issues Addressed

WRBN Radio produces daily newscasts that air on a regularly scheduled basis.  A one-minute
news tease is aired at the bottom of the hour Monday through Friday between 6am and 9am.
On WRBN, just after ABC news at the top of the hour between 6am and 9am Monday through
Friday, WRBN airs a 3-minute live newscast.  A two-minute recorded newscast airs at 12pm and
at 4pm, 5pm, and 6pm Monday through Friday on WRBN.  These are two-minutes in length.
WRBN reports local and area news events and issues on an ongoing basis.

News Treatments: The nominal length of each of our lead or feature news stories described
below is between 30-seconds and one minute.  One to two versions of each story aired multiple
times during a 12-hour news cycle and were posted online.

Some of the issues covered in these newscasts and programs during the quarter are as follows.
Dates indicate local news treatment unless otherwise noted.

1 - Scheduled Road Closure on Old 441 in Clayton
The portion of Old 441 from Saber Lane to Leaning Chimney Drive in Clayton will be closed for
a culvert repair beginning Monday, July 11.  City of Clayton Public Works Director Jason
Waldroup says this culvert repair is part of a Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
project for damage that was created in the area from severe storms during March 2021.  “This is
the FEMA project.  It's been going on for a while, we’ve had issues getting material.  We’ve
finally got material for the project and got the contractor lined up.  We had a little difficulty trying
to get this project scheduled due to the lack of materials and the holiday schedule because
around the 4th of July and Memorial Day traffic is very heavy and we want to try to not disrupt
as many people as we can.  We’re starting on Monday, July 11, and the road will be closed.
Hopefully, we’ll be done and have it open by the following Monday, July 19.  So, if people could
really avoid that area or try to use the detour, they should go around Summit Boulevard, Clayton
Avenue, Dunlap, that way or either around the new road through Bethel, that it would be much
appreciated to try to avoid that area if you can.  Also, be very mindful that there is construction
out there and people will be out there, so reduce speeds.”  The road is scheduled to reopen on
Tuesday, July 19, weather permitting.
News Treatment for July 7, 2022
This story demonstrates efforts to inform the public about road projects taking place in the
community and when to avoid them.

2 - Lightning is suspected of killing a Man in Mountain City
Lightning is suspected of killing a man in Mountain City over the 4th of July holiday weekend.
The Rabun County Emergency Management Agency reports that on the afternoon of Saturday,
July 2, 2022, at approximately 3:35pm, Rabun County E-911 received a report of a male subject
in his 30’s that had possibly been struck by lightning at a residence on Black’s Creek Drive in
Mountain City.  Upon arrival, crews reported a male down on the ground, unconscious and
unresponsive, beside a contracting van with bystanders doing CPR.  Crews reported a hole in
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the driveway approximately 6”-8” from the subject’s feet that appeared to be a possible lightning
strike.  Rabun County EMS transported the man in critical condition to Mountain Lakes Medical
Center in Clayton.  Subsequently, the man succumbed due to the injuries sustained in the
incident.  The name of the subject is being withheld due to this being an open Coroner case.
The subject was taken to the State Medical Examiner's Office to determine the final cause of
death.
News Treatment for July 8, 2022
Lightning deaths are very uncommon but do happen and this story demonstrates the
importance of staying weather aware.

3 - Clayton Police Chief warning about Scams targeting Older Residents
Scammers will use any tactic at their disposal in order to steal money from victims.  Scammers
will create a sense of urgency in many cases, but they can also stir up emotions or pull on
someone’s heartstrings.  Clayton Police Chief Andy Strait warns about scammers targeting
older residents, who might be more vulnerable to these tactics.  “According to the FBI Internet
Crime Complaint Center, in 2020, they received a total of 791,000 calls with reported losses
exceeding $4.1 billion.  Based on the information provided by the complaints, 28% of the total
losses were sustained by victims over the age of 60 resulting in over $1 billion in losses to
senior citizens.  This actually represents an increase of about $300 million in losses in 2020 as
opposed to victims that reported losses in 2019 that were over the age of 60.  So, we are
definitely seeing an increase in victims and the scams are getting more elaborate and
convincing to folks that just aren’t familiar with them.”  Chief Strait offers these tips on identifying
potential scams.  “Anytime you get someone calling you about lotteries, if you didn’t play the
lottery you're probably not going to be a winner.  Most of these involve getting gift cards.  The
IRS, the Social Security Administration, the sheriff’s department, or anyone that has to do with
government outreach are not going to ask you to get gift cards to take care of a problem with
your account.  When you hear these gift card requests that is automatically the biggest tell-tell
sign of a scam.  Hang up on them.  Report it to your local police department or sheriff’s office.  A
lot of times, there is not a lot we can do.  We have been able to forward some of the more
elaborate ones to our local federal government offices and let them work on them.  They may
have some information already on those, so we are forwarding some of those but for the most
part there is not a whole lot we can do because they are so good at scrambling the phone
number and things of that such.  So, when you get these phone calls, hang up on them, just
don’t entertain them because the IRS and the Social Security Administration are going to reach
out to you by mail.  They are going to want you to call them back at their centers and it is going
to legit.  It’s not going to be someone telling you, you have a problem with your Social Security
information and then turning around and asking what your name is.  If they were legit, they
would already know who you are and everything about you.”  Never give any personal or
account information to anyone who calls you on the phone.  Instead, ask for a number, verify
who it is, and then call them back if you have proven it is legitimate.  The best advice is to let
Caller ID do its job.  Only answer the phone if you know the person calling you.
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News Treatment for July 22, 2022
This story informed the community about new scams in the community and how to avoid
becoming a victim.

4 - Bus Stop Safety Tips
Now that school is back in session, the Rabun County School System is reminding motorists
about driving safely around school bus stops.  Marty Dixon, Transportation Director for Rabun
County Schools, gives these important tips.  “Some of the guidelines that the state requires are
that they need 300 feet sight distance from the stop to oncoming traffic, that way vehicles
approaching at the speed limit have time to stop and slow down in order to get to the bus.
There is a tenth of a mile between stops that way when the bus takes off to go to its’ next stop
there is 500 feet that is considered for the bus can give the warning that it is fixing to make
another stop and give the 300 feet for the traffic behind the bus to make a stop and the
oncoming traffic to make a stop as well.  We want kids because it is moving traffic.  It's a moving
school bus and a school bus is big, so we want the kids to be 12 feet off the road because 12
feet around the bus is considered a danger zone and the driver can’t see up close to the bus as
good.  So, that way they are away from the bus and the driver can see the kids.  They can make
their stop, set their air brakes, and open the door, and then it is safe for the kids to approach the
bus.”  Your child should arrive at the bus stop at least five minutes before the bus is scheduled
to arrive. Visit the bus stop and show your child where to wait for the bus, at least six feet away
from the curb.
News Treatment for August 15, 2022
School bus safety is extremely important and this story reminds motorists of traffic laws at the
start of another school year.

5 - Illegal Water Customers in Clayton being offered Amnesty
If you receive water from the City of Clayton but you don’t receive a bill, you need to contact the
City immediately.  At their recent meeting, the Clayton City Council passed an ordinance offering
amnesty to illegal water customers, says Mayor Kurt Cannon.  “In moves to try to find and stop
as much water loss as possible, we’ve noticed that there might be some individuals in the
community that have been getting water without paying for it.  So, we are going to give an
amnesty period that if you will come on in and buy your meter and hook it up properly there
won’t be any finds attached to that.  If you do not in that period of time we will levy fines in a
pretty large amount.  It is a felony to take any type of service from a city government or county
government.”  To apply for amnesty, visit the City of Clayton Public Works Department at City
Hall, which is located at 837 Highway 76 West, Monday through Friday from 8am to 5pm.  For
more information, call 706-782-4512.
News Treatment for August 18, 2022
This story demonstrates efforts by the radio stations to inform the community about water issues
and what they can do to resolve them.

6 - County Administrator explains Millage Rate in Rabun County
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The Rabun County Board of Commissioners has adopted a 2022 millage rate that will require
an increase in property taxes by 11.14%; however, the Rabun County Board of Education has
rolled back the millage rate for the eighth consecutive year.  Rabun County Administrator Darrin
Giles explains what this means for property owners in the county.  "Analyzing the combined
(County plus Board of Education) millage rate and using the example below of a home with a
fair market value of $175,000, there is a decrease in property tax of $30.40.  This means that
any increase in property tax that a property owner may experience is due to the reassessment
of property values.  The County and the Board of Education have not had an increase in the
combined millage rate since 2018.”  Rabun County’s millage rate will be 9.928 mills, an increase
of 0.995 mills.  The Rabun County Board of Education's millage rate will be 8.375.  So, the
combined millage rate last year for the Rabun County Board of Commissioners and the Rabun
County Board of Education was 18.750 mills compared to this year’s millage rate of 18.303
mills.  So the combined millage rate has actually dropped .447 mills. Rabun County Schools has
the third lowest millage rate in the State of Georgia.
News Treatment for August 25, 2022
Raising taxes is a major issue and this story demonstrates where the county tax rate ranks
amongst the other counties in the state of Georgia.

7 - Remembering Courtney Zajdowicz
On September 1, 2021, 26-year-old Courtney Zajdowicz was killed by a drunk driver.  On
Tuesday, the Governor's Office of Highway Safety joined the Rabun County Sheriff's Office and
Northeast Georgia Traffic Enforcement Network to honor the late Rabun County Detention
Center employee during the 31st annual Hands Across the Border event in Dillard, says Rabun
County Sheriff Chad Nichols.  “The anniversary of her one-year death is September 1, so make
the correct choice if you have been drinking or under the influence of any kind of substance do
not get behind the wheel.  Make arrangements for a driver or stay where you are at.  It was an
honor to be able to honor her and do the Hands Across the Border event to honor her by
dedicating that whole event to her and to have her family there to accept a proclamation that
Gov. Kemp did for her and the sign we had made through the Department of Transportation’s
Victim Services.  So, a memorial sign will hopefully be erected within the coming weeks there at
the crash site.”  Zajdowicz died when her pickup truck was hit head-on by a drunk driver.
Alcohol is a factor in approximately one out of four traffic crashes in Georgia.
News Treatment for September 1, 2022
This was a tragic incident for the whole county, especially the Sheriff’s Office, so this story
demonstrates her impact, the community’s loss, and the devastating consequences of DUIs.

8 - Clayton approves Resolution asking Legislators to raise Motel and Hotel Tax to 8%
All of the cities in Rabun County as well as the county itself want to raise the hotel and motel tax
to 8%, which is the current tax in surrounding counties.  At their meeting on Tuesday, the
Clayton City Council was the first to pass a resolution on the tax increase, explains Clayton
Mayor Kurt Cannon.  “The Council unanimously approved asking the Legislature to put forward
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legislation to allow us to go up to 8% on the hotel and motel tax.  All of the communities around
us are already at 8%.  Clayton and Rabun County are only at 5% and we looked at that and
started talking about that more as the remodeled old Clayton Inn was being done and talking
about how those people coming into the community and taxing our streets, roads, water, and
sewer that it wasn’t fair for the local taxpayer to fund all of that.  That those people coming in
should participate in funding a lot of those things.  So, we met with all of the other cities, Dillard,
Sky Valley, and the Rabun County Commissioners and we all agreed that we needed to do it
simultaneously and everybody go up at the same time.  So, we are moving forward with that
idea and we passed a resolution to move forward with asking our Legislators to take it through
the process and bring it back to us so we would be able to then raise it to 8%.”  The county and
other cities are scheduled to vote on similar resolutions at their meetings this month as well.
News Treatment for September 21, 2022
This story demonstrates efforts by the cities and county to work together to create more tax
revenue and lessen the tax burden on local residents.

9 - Habersham Co. Case evolves from Missing Person to Discovered Body to Murder
Investigation
A case in Habersham County has evolved from a missing person to a discovered body to a
murder investigation.  On September 10, family members reported 59-year-old Deborah Collier
of Athens missing.  On September 11, her burned body was discovered near Georgia 15 and
Victory Home Lane in Clarkesville.  The Habersham County Sheriff’s Office reports that she
visited the Family Dollar in Clayton around 3pm the day before she died.  The store’s video
footage shows that she was alone in a van when she arrived.   The Habersham County Sheriff’s
Office says that this information allows investigators to narrow the time of death to a window
beginning at 3pm on September 10, to the discovery of her body at 12:44pm on September 11.
Anyone with information is asked to call 706-839-0559.  The investigation by the Habersham
County Sheriff’s Office is ongoing.
News Treatment for September 28, 2022
This story follows a missing person case that turned into a murder investigation.  It asks for the
community’s help with the investigation.

Section B:  Special Events
1- Website
WRBN has its own website. Listeners are encouraged to visit www.sky963.com to see updates
on news, weather, sports, contest winners, and more. There is also a page to introduce the staff
and information about programming. The streaming of local high school sporting events

2- Facebook Page
WRBN has a Facebook page. Listeners are encouraged to visit the page for a quick look at
current important news stories, scores of local sporting events, school delays and closings.  The
page is https://www.facebook.com/wrbnwghc.
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Section C:  Long Form Programs

1- Coffee Talk
Coffee Talk is a 5 to 7 minute public service feature airing live on the Sky963 Morning Show
weekdays around 8:35am on WRBN-FM. The program deals with any number of topics that
affect the citizens of our community.  The following shows aired in the quarter.

● Rabun County Recreation Department
Talked once a month with Adam Dixon, Athletic Director and others at the Rec Department who
organize programs. Adam reported on the current sports seasons and the upcoming programs.
They also gave updates on Pickleball and other adult focused sports sponsored by the Rec.
Dept.  Aired:  7/19, 8/14, 9/11

● Sheriff Chad Nichols
Rabun County Sheriff Chad Nichols came in to discuss how things are going at the Sheriff's
Office.  He gives numbers on miles driven by the deputies, drug arrests, community
partnerships, and anything going on with the Sheriff's Office. Aired: 7/6, 8/11, 9/17

● Family Encouragement Specialist
Michelle Black, Family Encouragement Specialist for the Rabun County Primary and Elementary
Schools came in to talk about how parents can keep students engaged and learning on a daily
basis.  She also updated us on everything going on at the Primary and the Elementary Schools.
Aired 8/13, 9/20

Section D:  Short Form Programs

1- Community Calendar and PSA’s
The Community Calendar is a regularly scheduled listing of various community events.  These
announcements are approximately 30-seconds in length and are aired on an R-O-S basis.
Some of the community groups that have benefited from these announcements in the quarter
are listed below.  This is only a sampling of the organizations and events promoted.

Group Event
Rabun County Rec. Dept Registration
Rabun County Library Upcoming Programs
Rabun Gap Presbyterian Food Distribution
Clayton Baptist Church Blood drive / AWANA Clubs
Clayton Lions Club Monthly meetings
Clayton Rotary Club Monthly meetings
North Georgia Technical College Board of Directors meeting
Tiger United Community Church Thrift Sale
Dillard United Methodist Church Weekly Services
League of Women’s Voters Monthly Meeting
Clayton Head Start Asking for students to sign up
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PSA’s
Selective Service
Stop Smoking
Loan application
Financial Aid
Exercising everyday
Meals on Wheels
Fire safety tips
Stop littering
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