
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

April 10, 2018 
 
 

 

QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST 
 
 

There follows a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by WACH-TV, 
 

Columbia, South Carolina, along with the most significant 
 

Programming treatment for the period of 
 
 
 

January 1, 2018 through March 31, 2018 
 
 
 

The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority 
 

or significance.  The list is by no means exhaustive. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
ISSUE:     PUBLIC SAFETY & CRIME PREVENTION 
 

 
News at Ten Cover Stories: 
 
 
Broadcast Date: 01/03/18 
Source:  Local/Regional 
Description:  Winter Driving Tips: State Trooper David Jones is sending a message about safety. With 
temperatures expected to drop below freezing and moisture on the roads, there could be problems for drivers 
in the Midlands. “If you don’t have to travel, now is the time to stay off the roadway. We’re going to have 
resources out and about, but the worst thing you can do is travel on these roadways that are iced or snowed 
over, when you don’t absolutely have to.” 

 
 
Broadcast Date: 01/09/18 
Source:  Local/Regional 
Description:  Columbia Bars: City councilman Howard Duvall wants to do away with a permit that allows 
bars to serve alcohol past 2 a.m. This comes after hundreds of incidents where students were reportedly taken 
to hospitals after being overserved alcohol.  

 
 
Broadcast Date: 01/31/18 
Source:  Local/Regional 
Description:  K9 Deputy Rusty: The Columbia Police Department has a new K-9 – the Chocolate Lab 
Has been with his new handler for several weeks training for their new assignments. His handler works for 
The organized crime and narcotics unit. “We’ve had a robust K-9 program for years…  

 
 
Broadcast Date:  02/03/18 
Source:  Local/Regional 
Description:  Stuffed Animals: Two local boys held a birthday party Saturday, but won’t be keeping the 
gifts. They asked each child to bring a stuffed animal…will be donated to The City of West Columbia’s fire and 
police departments. The point – in case police or firemen need to comfort a child during a stressful incident.  

 
 
Broadcast Date: 02/24/18 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: Active Shooter Training: Concerned church members and security teams all gathered at the 
St. John Baptist Church in Columbia on Saturday, with the common goal of safety.” As pastor of the church, 
I'm totally responsible to a certain extent to those who come and worship with us. So, I want to provide a safe 
place of security while we enjoy our worship.  

 
 
Broadcast Date:  02/28/18 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description:  McMaster Partnership: Henry McMaster signing an order that will order state guardsmen to 
patrol the perimeters of prisons. The program is starting at a maximum-security prison in Columbia… looking 
for people trying to smuggle contraband inside the walls.  

 
 



Broadcast Date: 03/08/18 
Source:  Local/Regional 
Description:  Parking Lot Safety: A Midlands woman urging others to pay attention to their surroundings 
after she says she was followed at Columbiana Mall. [Polis (RCSD)] “It's easy to get distracted in public.” If you 
think someone's following you and the hair on the back of your neck stands up and it doesn't feel right, go with 
your instincts. They'll never let you down. Get to a safe place, bring attention by notifying security because 
criminals don't want to be identified. Captain Harry Polis with Richland County Sheriff’s Department says that 
kind of vigilance could make all the difference, and says the Sheriff’s Department offers free self-defense 
classes for women.  
 
Broadcast Date:  03/15/18 
Source:  Local/Regional 
Description:  Oburg Safety: The focus of a community gathering last night in the Midlands – giving convicts 
a second chance after they’re done serving time. Community partners with a group known as “Safe” came 
together Wednesday night. Repeat offenders in Orangeburg heard warnings about what would happen if they 
continue down the wrong path – but also words of hope about job opportunities, schooling, and more.  

 
Broadcast Date: 03/24/18 
Source:  Local/Regional 
Description: Deputy Saves Life:About a dozen 911 calls reported a man that looked like he was about to 
jump from the Hwy 6 overpass, above I-20. Deputy Art Seboe responded, and found the man sitting on the 
edge of the bridge railing with his legs dangling over the interstate 
 
 
 
 
 
Public Service Announcements 
The station aired Public Service Announcements that pertained to Public Safety and Crime issues.  Announcements were 
in varying length (:10, :15, :20, :30, and :60); each PSA aired multiple times between January 1, 2018 and March 31, 
2018: 

 
1/4 - 3/10 “Drunk Neon 30”       :30 

National Highway Transportation Safety Association 

 
1/1 – 3/17 “Loan Modification Scam Alert”   :60 

Neighborhood Works 

 
2/3 – 3/3 “Call 811” (#1)      :30 
  SC Broadcasters Association 

 
2/2 – 3/12 “Call 811” (#2)      :30 
  SC Broadcasters Association 

 
2/2 – 3/6 “Call 811” (#3)      :30 
  SC Broadcasters Association 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ISSUE:   MINORITY ISSUES 

 
 
Good Day News Stories: 
 
 
Broadcast Date: 01/16/18 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: King Day at the Dome: The annual “King Day at the Dome” started during the fight to remove 
the Confederate Flag from the State House. The NAACP organizes the march from Zion Baptist Church to the 
State House every January. While the focus was once the Confederate Flag leading up to its removal in 2015 
– the focus has now shifted to a broader goal of racial justice. 

 
 
Broadcast Date:  01/16/18 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: Civil Rights Trail: For the first time in history, one southern senator says 14 states – including 
all of the deep south – have teamed up to promote civil rights tourism. The states are joining together to 
promote the U.S. Civil Rights Trail. A tourism website and campaign website highlights 130 different cities 
linked to the modern civil rights movement – 9 of which are in SC. 

 
 
Broadcast Date:  02/22/18 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: RTG Statue Unveil: USC making history as the Richard T. Greener Memorial statue was 
unveiled on campus yesterday. Greener was the first African-American professor at USC, as well as the first 
ever black graduate of Harvard. The statue sits in the campus’ Desegregation Commemorative Garden next to 
Thomas Cooper Library 
 
 
Broadcast Date:  02/26/18 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: Small Business Week: The 6th annual Small Business Week will be taking place this spring – 
to help promote small, minority, and women-owned businesses. 

 
 
Broadcast Date:  02/27/18 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: GoGo Grandparent:  
A program is partnering with Lyft and Uber to help older adults like George Brunner remain independent. To 
use “Go-Go Grandparent”, no smart phone or app is required. 

 
 
Broadcast Date:  03/13/18 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: USC Spring Break: Some students at USC are trading the beach for a little education this 
spring break. A group leaving on a bus tour of the places that were significant during the civil rights movement 
will visit Knoxville, Memphis, and Nashville. As well as Selma and Birmingham. They’ll be doing community 
service projects related to the civil rights movements in those areas. 

 
 
 
 



Broadcast Date:  03/22/18 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: Robert Harris: State Superintendent of Education Molly Spearman surprised Hand Middle 
School teacher, Robert Harris, at his school today with news that he has been selected as one of five finalists 
for the South Carolina Teacher of the Year award. Robert is a community minded educator who hopes to 
encourage his students to a live a productive and fulfilling life in which they can impact their communities. 
Beyond his classroom Robert serves as a mentor and leader by organizing numerous district and statewide 
events to include a district teacher forum and “Profound Gentleman Recruitment Day” which recruits aspiring 
African American male educators for the classroom. 
 
 

Broadcast Date: 03/22/18  
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: National Youth Violence Prevention Week: In recognition of National Youth Violence 
Prevention Week, the Columbia Parks and Recreation Department and the Columbia Police Department have 
partnered to host two events to bring the community together in the fight against youth violence. National 
Youth Violence Prevention Week, which will be held March 19- 23, 2018, was created to raise awareness and 
educate students, teachers, school administrators and staff, school resource officers, parents and the public 
about effective ways to prevent and reduce youth violence 

 
 
 
 
 
Public Service Announcements 
The station aired Public Service Announcements that pertained to Minority issues. Announcements were in varying length 
(:10, :15, :20, :30, and :60); each PSA aired multiple times between January 1, 2018 and March 31, 2018: 

 
3/3  “SCBA Eldercare”     :30 
  SC Broadcasters Association 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

ISSUE:  EDUCATION 
 
 
News at Ten Cover Stories: 
 
 
Broadcast Date: 01/16/18 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: Richland Library: Managing money, building a career, buying a home, doing taxes… Adulting 
101 workshop events are taking place all week long at the Richland County library in Downtown Columbia. 
 
 
Broadcast Date: 01/26/18 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: Grimes Senate Award: Willie Dell Grimes is 84 years old and a recent high school graduate. 
Grimes dropped out of school when she was 15… she earned her high school diploma from Richland 
Northeast High School in August of 2017 after pursuing that goal since 1993. She received special recognition 
on the floor of the South Carolina Senate Thursday – recognizing her hard work and dedication. 

 
 
Broadcast Date:  01/30/18 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: SLED Training: SLED will be hosting an active shooter emergency training course… The 
training is free and open to the public. 

 
 

Broadcast Date:  02/12/18 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: Palmetto Health: February is Heart Health Month – a time dedicated toward raising awareness 
about heart disease. Heart disease is the leading cause of death for all women in South Carolina…Women at 
Heart is designed to increase heart health among women in the Midlands, and attracts more than 1,000 
participants each year. 

 
 
Broadcast Date:  02/15/18 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: Sheila E Master Class: The Legends Of concert series has returned to the Midlands. It’s part 
of the Auntie Karen Foundation’s effort to educate through the arts. One of this year’s special guests is Sheila 
E – giving a master class to Keenan High School students today.  
  
 

Broadcast Date:  02/21/18 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: Opioid Epidemic: More than 200 pharmacists and pharmacy students are taking part in 
“Pharmacy Day”. The group will meet with state lawmakers to inform them of the role pharmacists are playing 
to fight the opioid epidemic, and highlight the work they are doing in patient education. 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Broadcast Date: 03/08/18 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: Disability Advocacy: Organizations across the state rallied at the State House to educate the 
public and lawmakers about challenges people with disabilities face. The South Carolina Partnership of 
Disability Organization aims to do this each year at the Disability Advocacy Day. 

 
Broadcast Date:  03/13/18 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: Dress To Impress: The district kicking off its 4-part Dress to Impress series today at C.A. 
Johnson High School. The showcase… making its impact so much larger on the lives of the students partaking 
and in their communities. 

  
 
Broadcast Date: 03/22/18 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: Great Clips: Your little one’s first haircut… How do we make this easy on the parents and fun 
for the kids? To prepare before the cut – it might be a good idea to bring your child to the salon a day or two 
before, so they know what to expect. Or, bringing an extra shirt in case they refuse to wear a cape. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Public Service Announcements 
The station aired Public Service Announcements that pertained to Education issues.  Announcements were in varying 
length (:10, :15, :20, :30, and :60); each PSA aired multiple times between January 1, 2018 and March 31, 2018: 

 
1/19 – 3/2 “Cyber Security”     :30 
  SC Broadcasters Association 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
ISSUE:  HEALTH SERVICES AND MEDICAL CARE 
 
 
Good Day News Stories: 
 
 
 

Broadcast Date: 01/19/18 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: Vaccine Rates:Blue Cross Blue Shield of South Carolina says more children are getting all 
their recommended vaccines. They report more than 77% of SC children are getting CDC recommended shots 
– a 7% increase in the last seven years.  

 
 
Broadcast Date: 01/26/18  
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: Opioid Forum: People in Chapin are getting together to take on the opioid crisis. School 
officials, doctors, faith leaders, and parents meeting at Chapin United Methodist Church last night to talk about 
ways to keep prescription drugs out of the hands of young people. 

 
 
Broadcast Date:  01/29/18 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: Flu in SC: The Flu] “It's so bad this year, it's really important that we protect ourselves.” 
Professionals say it’s important to stay out of human contact for at least 5 days if you contract the illness. They 
also recommend taking off your shoes and clothes immediately. 

 
 
Broadcast Date:  02/02/18 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: Palmetto Health Mobile: Due to the significant increase in flu cases in the state, Palmetto 
Health officials have opened a mobile unit to help with patient flow. The unit will be used to help discharge 
patients to free up beds for new patients 

 
 
Broadcast Date: 02/08/18 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: Flu Harvest Hope: Harvest Hope is partnering up with DHEC to help with flu prevention. 
Harvest Hope received hundreds of pandemic flu preparedness kits to disperse to the 20 counties and 500 
organizations they cover. The kits include things like heavy duty face masks, flu info sheets, and hand 
sanitizer. Officials with the bank are hoping to help those families who may not be able to afford healthcare 
should they get sick. 

 
 
Broadcast Date:  02/16/18 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: Heart Screening Day: February is American Heart Month and a local hospital is making sure 
people are as heart healthy as they can be. Providence Hospital helped The Heart-2-Heart Foundation give 
free screenings yesterday so people can find out more about their risk factors. 

 



Broadcast Date:  03/26/18 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: Let’s Move! The Columbia Parks & Recreation Department is putting on a free 12-week 
wellness challenge designed to encourage families to lead a healthy and active lifestyle. 

 
 

 
Broadcast Date:  03/26/18 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: Neighborly Natalie FitDesks:School librarian, Betsy Long, is a fitness enthusiast who wants 
to get her students moving. She found a South Carolina based company – “Kids-Fit” – that make “FitDesks”. 
Long says kinetic classrooms use activities for learning, and kids need variety so they don’t get bored in class.  
 
 
Broadcast Date:  03/26/18 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: Suicide Walk:Several USC organizations walked to support suicide prevention over the 
weekend. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Public Service Announcements 
The station aired Public Service Announcements that pertained to Health Care and Education, child health and teen drug 
abuse, child safety, and other miscellaneous topics.  Announcements were in varying length (:10, :15, :20, :30, and :60); 
each PSA aired multiple times between January 1, 2018 and March 31, 2018: 

 
1/1 – 3/3 “Aaron”      :30 

Partnership for a Drug Free America 
 

1/1 – 3/12 “Aaron”      :15 
Partnership for a Drug Free America 

 

1/1 – 3/10 “Awkward Silence”    :30 
Partnership for a Drug Free America 

 

3/20  “City of Hope :15”     :15 
  City of Hope – Cancer Research 

 
2/18 – 3/6 “SU2C :15”      :15 
  Stand Up to Cancer 

 
2/22  “SU2C :30”      :30 
  Stand Up to Cancer 

 
3/17  “SU2C :60”      :60 
  Stand Up to Cancer 

 

 
 

 



ISSUE:  CIVIC RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
News at Ten Cover Stories: 
 
 
 
Broadcast Date:  01/16/18 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: PBJ Competition: (The Arc) is spending Martin Luther King, Jr. Day making peanut butter and 
jelly sandwiches for the Midlands homeless. The organization helps people with intellectual disabilities by 
partnering with others to give back through their second PB&J competition at USC. 

 
 
Broadcast Date: 01/30/18   
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: Free Tax Prep:Richland Library in Columbia is offering free tax assistance tomorrow. The 
workshop is for any households making $65,000 or less. All taxes are prepared for free, by a volunteer. 

 
 
Broadcast Date:  01/30/18 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: One Columbia: Columbia mayor Steve Benjamin is joining local arts and cultural leaders to 
launch a cultural initiative for the area. It’s called “Amplify”. The launch is just the start of a number of 
community conversations about arts, history, and the role the arts sector can play in the economy.  
 
 
Broadcast Date:  02/07/18 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: Talented Tenth: Designed as a way to help guide and engage our region's future leaders, the 
Talented Tenth Conference provides attendees with the tools needed to successfully contribute to their 
profession and community. By way of meaningful and purposeful networking, guests will come face-to-face 
with thought leaders, senior executives, elected officials, and community leaders who have joined forces to 
share their knowledge regarding professional development, education, finance, and economic development.  

 
 
Broadcast Date: 02/14/18  
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: Valentine Breakfast: The Courage Center hosting its first ever Valentine’s Day Celebrity 
breakfast and silent auction. The Courage Center helps people looking to get out of the web of substance 
abuse. USC athletics director Ray Tanner, Columbia mayor Steve Benjamin, and coach Will Muschamp were 
just a few of the local luminaries pitching in.  

 
 
Broadcast Date: 02/26/18  
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: Cat Café Adoptions: The first café of its kind in the Columbia area - the Catitude Cat Café in 
West Columbia is partnering with Pets Inc. – a no-kill shelter. They’re encouraging people to come out to the 
café and get to know the furry friends personally.  

 
 
 
 
 



Broadcast Date: 03/14/18 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: Sumter Hero:  A nine-year-old boy in Sumter is being called a hero after rushing to help his 
neighbor. The boy… overheard the cries for help, then found his neighbor stuck under a car.  

 
 
Broadcast Date: 03/23/18 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: RCSD Shaves Head: Deputy Sheriff for Richland County, Chris Mastrianni – getting his head 
shaved for a good cause. It’s for the St. Baldricks Foundation to raise money for childhood cancer research. 

 
Broadcast Date:  03/27/18 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: Special Olympics: The public is invited to attend the Annual Special Olympics South Carolina 
End the R-word Statehouse Rally, The End the R-word statehouse rally is an annual event led by a group of 
student leaders, with and without intellectual disabilities, working together to spread the word about how 
Special Olympics enriches the lives of our athletes, their families and our thousands of volunteers.    
 
 
 
 
 
Public Service Announcements 
The station aired Public Service Announcements that pertained to Civic Responsibilities, including need for volunteerism, 
community pride, combating littering, and other miscellaneous topics.  Announcements were varying in length (:10, :15, 
:20, :30, and :60); each PSA aired multiple times between January 1, 2018 and March 31, 2018: 

 
 
1/1 – 3/17 “Hunter Reveal”     :60 

DU Hunter Reveal 

 
3/17  “2018 Earth Hour”     :60 
  World Wildlife Fund 

 
1/5 – 3/2 “Benefits :15”     :15 
  Army National Guard 

 
1/1 – 3/10 “Benefits :30”     :30 
  Army National Guard 

 
1/2 - 3/5 “Guard Careers :15”    :15 
  Army National Guard 

 
1/4 – 3/10 “Guard Careers :30”    :30 
  Army National Guard 

 
1/2 - 3/6 “STEM :15”      :15 
  Army National Guard 

 
1/1 – 2/17 “STEM :30”      :30 
  Army National Guard 

 
1/1 - 3/6 “Heart of the Soldier :15”    :15 



  Army National Guard 

 
1/4 - 3/10 “Heart of the Soldier :30”    :30 
  Army National Guard 

 
1/3 - 3/2 “Something Greater :15”    :15 
  Army National Guard 

 
1/3 - 3/6 “Something Greater :30”    :30 
  Army National Guard 

 
 
 1/1 – 3/31  “Information on Kids Programming”            :30 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
ISSUE:  Business and Economic Development 
 
 
Good Day News Stories: 
 
 
Broadcast Date:  01/29/18 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: City of Columbia:The community development department will host their fourth session of a 
quarterly conversation called “Speak Out!” – a conversation on fair housing and equal access. The quarterly 
conversations address different issues regarding equal access, fair housing, and equal opportunity. 

 
 

Broadcast Date:  01/30/18 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: Ingenuity SC: The Midlands Regional Competitiveness Report was unveiled this evening. It 
measures things like talent, innovation, livability, and the business environment. Officials say the Midlands is 

making progress when it comes to being competitive. 
 
 

Broadcast Date:  01/31/18 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: State of the City: New details now when it comes to the State of the Capital City. Columbia 
Mayor Steve Benjamin laid out his vision last night… a multi-million dollar plan to overhaul Finlay Park into a 
can’t miss attraction.   

 
 
Broadcast Date:  02/14/18 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: Lexington Sheriff Incentive: A new incentive program is offering new recruits a $500 signing 
bonus and an additional $1,500 after completing 2 years. The department wants to add even more new faces.  
 
Broadcast Date:  02/27/18 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: Cola Redevelopment Program: The City of Columbia’s Office of Business Opportunities is 
revealing a redevelopment program that focuses on revitalizing the city. Columbia mayor Steve Benjamin says 
the financial assistance will help small businesses stay in business.  

 
 
Broadcast Date: 02/28/18  
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: Hempordinary: The Department of Agriculture is hoping a historic plant can sprout new 
business in South Carolina. In 2017, SC passed the Industrial Hemp Bill – Hemp farmers are trying to 
introduce a new business in SC, one with positive impacts. 

 
 
Broadcast Date:  03/21/18 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: Dreher Plan: The Columbia City Council is giving initial approval to build new athletic facilities 
for Dreher High School. Supporters say it’s good for the school… 

 
 



 
Broadcast Date:  03/23/18 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: Opportunity Zones: Governor Henry McMaster announcing this morning that he has submitted 
for over 135 “Opportunity Zones”. These zones are a new community development program established by 
congress in the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017. The purpose is to encourage new business and create jobs. 

 
 
Public Service Announcements 
The station aired Public Service Announcements that pertained to business and economic development.  Announcements 
were varying in length (:10, :15, :20, :30, and :60); each PSA aired multiple times between January 1, 2018 and March 31, 
2018: 

 
1/1 – 3/17 “Waterfowl Migration”     :60 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
 

 1/1 – 3/31  “EEO Opportunities      :15  


