
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 10, 2014 

 

 

 

QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST 

 

 
There follows a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by WACH-TV, 

 

Columbia, South Carolina, along with the most significant 

 

Programming treatment for the period of 

 
 

 

July 1, 2014 through September 30, 2014 
 

 

 

The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority 

 

or significance.  The list is by no means exhaustive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ISSUE:     PUBLIC SAFETY & CRIME 
 

 

 
News at Ten Cover Stories: 
 
 

 
Broadcast Date: 8/27/14 
Source: Local 
Description: The Columbia Police Department has added a new piece off technology to help curb 
crime and investigate cases. Some officers will now wear a body cam on their uniforms while on 
duty. "People make judgment calls on what was done, what was said either by the officer or by the 
public and this was a great way to provide all of that information," said Lt. Joseph Rowson. 
 

Broadcast Date: 8/25/14 
Source: Local 
Description: 18 year old USC freshman Matthew Blakeley was getting ready to go to bed in his dorm 
Sunday morning when his phone made a noise. "It rang as though it was a text message. So I 
thought it would be my parents or someone." says Matthew. However, it wasn't his parents. Instead, 
it was the University alerting students there was a gunman on the loose and to seek shelter. 
 
 
Broadcast Date: 8/6/14 
Source: Local 
Description: Sheriff Lott announced an arrest using the Rapid  HIt Human DNA Identification System 
to identify 23-year-old Brandon Berry, who is charged with murder and armed robbery. The Sheriff 
stated that RCSD is the 1st law enforcement agency in the U.S. using this technology, which can 
generate profiles in 90 minutes. This piece of equipment would have cost the Department $200,000 
but was given to the Sheriff’s Department based on the excellence of their forensics lab. 
 
 
Broadcast Date: 8/4/14 
Source: Local 
Description: South Carolina is one of the most violent states in the country according to FBI crime 
statistics. The Palmetto State ranks fifth on the list with Myrtle Beach ranking as the most violent 
location in South Carolina. Law Street Media compiled the list and based its rankings on murder, 
rape, aggravated assault and robbery numbers from 2012 in cities with more than 25,000 people. 
 
 
Broadcast Date: 7/31/14 
Source: Local  
Description: Burglaries in Richland County have decreased by 38% compared to this time last year, 
according to Sheriff Leon Lott. Over a 10-year period from January 1, 2004 through July 14, 2014, the 
Richland County Sheriff’s Department Burglary Unit has made 3,855 burglary charges of both 
juveniles and adults. 
 

 



Public service Announcements 

 

The station aired Public Service Announcements that pertained to Public Safety and Crime issues.  

Announcements were in varying length (:10, :15, :20, :30, and :60); each PSA aired multiple times 

between July 1 and September 30, 2014: 

 

 

 

 

07/05 – 09/28/14    “MOM DISCUSS LOSING SON”  :30 

SCBA-Distracted Driving 

 

 

  

07/20, 08/17, 09/14, 9/21, 9/28/14   “AAA – Texting”   :30 

SCBA-Distracted Driving 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ISSUE:   MINORITY ISSUES 

 

 

 
News at Ten Cover Stories: 
 

 
Broadcast Date: 9/25/14 
Source: Local 
Description: A former chief of staff and general counsel at South Carolina State University has been 
sentenced for his role in a public corruption case at the historically black school. Acting U.S. 
Attorney Beth Drake says 51-year-old Edwin Givens was sentenced Thursday to six months’ 
probation. 
 

 

Broadcast Date: 7/2/14 
Source: National 
Description: Today marks the 50th anniversary of the signing of the Civil Rights Act, which helped 
shape our country as we know it. "It symbolizes a very wonderful moment in America when this 
country finally steps forward to try to even out its treatment of African American citizens." says Cecil 
Williams of Orangeburg. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Public service Announcements 

 

The station aired Public Service Announcements that pertained to Minority issues.  Announcements 

were in varying length (:10, :15, :20, :30, and :60); each PSA aired multiple times between July 1 and 

September 30, 2014: 

 

 

 

07-05 – 09/28/14    “WANTED EVERYWHERE ELSE”  :30 

HUD – National Fair Housing 

 

 

07/05 – 09/28/14    “WANTED EVERYWHERE ELSE”  :60 

HUD – National Fair Housing 

 

 



ISSUE:  EDUCATION 

 

 

 
 
News at Ten Cover Stories: 
 
 
 
 
Broadcast Date: 9/24/14 
Source: Local/Regional  
Description: -- Greenville County is getting a $3 million grant to try to reduce the number of school 
dropouts. The Greenville News reported that the Corporation for National and Community Service is 
giving the money to the United Way of Greenville County. 
 
 
Broadcast Date: 9/11/14 
Source: Local 
Description: Architects, builders and education leaders are gathering for a daylong meeting in the 
Midlands to discuss the importance of building energy efficient schools in South Carolina. The South 
Carolina Green Schools Summit is scheduled for Thursday at Westwood High School in Blythewood. 
 
 
Broadcast Date: 9/8/14 
Source: Local/Regional  
Description: Now that South Carolina's high school exit exam has been eliminated, more than 100 
former students in Beaufort County have asked to receive their high school diplomas. The Beaufort 
Gazette reports that Gov. Nikki Haley this year signed a bill eliminating the exit exam. Students who 
did not get a diploma in the past 24 years simply because they did not pass that test can now ask to 
receive their diplomas. 
 
 
Broadcast Date: 8/24/14 
Source: Local/Regional  
Description: The general election campaign for South Carolina superintendent is underway with the 
three candidates agreeing improvements are needed but exchanging gibes who can best get the job 
done. American Party candidate Ed Murray told a forum in Myrtle Beach on Sunday that while 
Republican Molly Spearman directed the Association of School Administrators for nine years, he 
doesn't see that much has gotten done 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Broadcast Date: 8/19/14 
Source: Local/National 
Description:  A Senate panel will consider increasing teachers' salaries and strengthening student 
loan programs as a way to elevate the profession in South Carolina. The newly created Senate 
Committee on Public School Teachers took testimony Tuesday on how the state can encourage more 
students to become public school teachers, keep good teachers in the classroom and more quickly 
remove incompetent teachers. 
 
 
 
Broadcast Date: 7/31/14 
Source: Local  
Description: A dispute over how to rewrite South Carolina's math and reading standards pits leaders 
of South Carolina's two education boards against Education Superintendent Mick Zais, three months 
before voters replace him. Zais has promised to use a new law to kill Common Core standards before 
he leaves office in January. The one-term Republican lacks the authority to do so. But he has 
influence over the review process. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Public service Announcements 

 

 
The station aired Public Service Announcements that pertained to Education issues.  Announcements were in 

varying length (:10, :15, :20, :30, and :60); each PSA aired multiple times between July 1 and  September 30, 

2014: 

 

07-05 – 09-27-14      “Staley Speechless”    :30 

Special Olympics 

 

07-05 – 09-27-14       “Staley 22114”    :30 

Special Olympics 

 

07-05 - 09-27-14     

Social Services     “Summer Program Stale”   :30  

 



ISSUE:  HEALTH SERVICES AND MEDICAL CARE 

 

 

 

GOOD DAY NEWS STORIES 
 
 
 

Broadcast Date: 9/29/14 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: One person in the Oconee area of Beaufort County has been referred to a health care 
provider after being bitten by a coyote that tested positive for rabies, the Department of Health and 
Environmental Control (DHEC) reported today. 
 

Broadcast Date: 9/25/14 
Source: Local/National 
Description: Doctors and scientists at the Medical University of South Carolina are holding a panel 
discussion on the Ebola outbreak in West Africa and the challenges in trying to contain it. The 
session on Thursday at the Charleston school includes a screening of a PBS documentary on the 
situation. 
 
Broadcast Date: 9/24/14 
Source: Local 
Description: "It kills people. It is the number one thing in this state. It kills the most people. It makes 
the most sick. And it costs us the most money in healthcare." says Catherine Templeton, Director of 
the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control. 8.5 billion dollars every year to 
be exact. Templeton says that's the price tag of obesity in South Carolina. 
 
 
Broadcast Date: 9/11/14 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: The Dorn VA Medical Center in Columbia is holding two mental health events to help 
address the needs of veterans and their families. VA spokesman Kevin McIver says Thursday's event 
is at the Medallion Center from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The second event is slated for Sept. 17 in Greenville 
at the TD Convention Center. 
 
 
Broadcast Date: 9/8/14 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: Hundreds of children in about a dozen states have come down with a severe respiratory 
illness that public health officials suspect may be caused by an uncommon virus similar to the germ 
that causes the common cold. "It's just a severe cold," said Dr. Anna-Kathryn Rye with Palmetto 
Health Children's Hospital. The suspected germ, Enter virus 68, is an uncommon strain of a very 
common family of viruses that typically hit from summertime through the fall. 
 

 
 
 
 



Broadcast Date: 9/4/14 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: – A new report finds that the rate of obesity among South Carolina’s young people ranks 
2nd in the nation, while adult’s rank 10th nationally among the states. The report issued by the Trust 
for America’s Health and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation found that more than 21% of young 
people in the state between ages 10 and 17 are considered obese. 
 
 
Broadcast Date: 8/22/14 
Source: Local 
Description: Fifty-nine year old Craig Young learned four years ago that his heart wasn’t pumping 
right. When doctors told this competitive weight lifter he was suffering from congestive heart failure, 
he was blown away. “When I was strong and was lifting the heavy weight, I felt like I could walk out in 
front of a semi, and I thought you know what, you’re not going to hurt me,” says Craig Young.    
 
 
Broadcast Date: 8/18/14 
Source: Local 
Description: - A Lexington county resident has been exposed to rabies. State health officials said 
they have referred one person to see a health care provider after being exposed to a fox that tested 
positive for the disease. DHEC officials said the infected fox is in the Gilbert area of Lexington 
County. 
 
 
Broadcast Date: 8/11/14 
Source: Local/National 
Description: South Carolina Medicaid officials are working to process thousands of applications 
backlogged through the federal online marketplace. As of Aug. 1, the state Department of Health and 
Human Services had reviewed 60 percent of the 38,000 applications the federal government began 
transferring in mid-February. Of those, 13,000 await more information from the applicant. 
 
 
Broadcast Date: 8/5/14 
Source: National 
Description:  U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham says the most important part of a new health care bill for 
veterans passed by Congress is giving administrators the ability to fire poorly performing 
employees. Graham said Tuesday that getting rid of the people who have caused problems in the 
Veterans Affairs hospitals and clinics is the only way to assure that wait times get shorter and the 
quality of care gets better. 
 
 
Broadcast Date: 7/22/14 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: According to Pro Publicans and its ER wait watcher, the national average wait time in an 
emergency room is 28 minutes, and in South Carolina, the average wait time is 32 minutes. While you 
might live near an emergency room, the wait watcher may have you driving a greater distance to be 
treated sooner. "There is no typical day in the emergency department," said Dr. Steve Shelton, who 
oversees the Palmetto Health Richland emergency room. 
 
 
 



Broadcast Date: 7/6/14 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: South Carolina environmental officials are now relying on permanent signs to warn 
swimmers of possible unsafe bacteria levels along the Grand Strand. The Department of Health and 
Environmental Control used to send notifications to newspapers and television when bacteria levels 
in the ocean reached unsafe levels. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Public Service Announcements 

 

The station aired Public Service Announcements that pertained to Health Care and Education, child 

health and teen drug abuse, child safety, and other miscellaneous topics.  Announcements were in 

varying length (:10, :15, :20, :30, and :60); each PSA aired multiple times between July 1 and  

September 30, 2014: 

 

 

              

07/05-09-06-14 

Acid of Nutrition     “Kids Eat Right”    :30 

 

 

07/05-09-06-14 

Chirp the News       “Hearing Health Foundation   :30 

 

 

07-05 – 09-06-14           “Your Weight Matters”    :30 

Obesity Action Coalition 

 

 

07-05 – 09-20-14           “Your Weight Matters”               :60 

Obesity Action Coalition 

 

 

 



ISSUE:  CIVIC RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
 
 News at Ten News Stories 

 
 

 
Broadcast Date: 8/29/14 
Source: OnPoint 
People living in South Carolina's rural communities are much more likely to report poor 
health status and chronic conditions than residents of the state's urban counties. They have 
higher incidents of diabetes, obesity, are less likely to engage in physical activity and more 
likely to be uninsured. 
 
 
Broadcast Date: 9/12/14 
Source: OnPoint 
Description: Women's Issues and the Money Culture of the NFL Ray Rice, the now former 
Baltimore Ravens star was released from his contract last week after a video supposedly 
never before seen by NFL officials ended up online and showing a vicious attack on his 
then-fiancée and now-wife Janay Palmer. Previously seen video of him dragging Janay out 
of an elevator, led to both of them being arrested, and resulted in a two-game suspension for 
Rice. Assault charges filed against Rice were dropped after he agreed to attend a domestic 
violence intervention program. 
 
Broadcast Date: 9/19/14 
Source: OnPoint 
Description:  When people heard that Timothy Ray Jones, Jr. and his 5 children were 
missing, few imagined the awful truth that would unfold. Late last week authorities arrested 
the 32 year old engineer after he led police to the bodies of the children ages 8,7,6,2 and 1. 
He'd killed them. The reason: Jones, a single parent with custody of the children, said he felt 
overwhelmed. 

 
 

 

Public Service Announcements 

 

The station aired Public Service Announcements that pertained to Civic Responsibilities, including 

need for volunteerism, community pride, combating littering, and other miscellaneous topics.  

Announcements were varying in length (:10, :15, :20, :30, and :60); each PSA aired multiple times 

between July 1 and September 30, 2014: 

 

07-05 – 09-30-14 

WACH-TV Kids programming   “Information on Kid’s Programming :30 

 



ISSUE:  Business and Economic Development 

 
 

 

NEWS AT TEN COVER STORIES: 

 

 
Broadcast Date: 9/29/14 
Source: Local 
Description: The Town of Chapin received notification from the South Carolina Ethics Commission 
that there is probable cause to support allegations that former Chapin Town Clerk Adrienne 
Thompson knowingly used her official employment to obtain an economic interest for a family 
member, and a formal hearing has been scheduled for Wednesday, November 19 at 12:30 pm. 
 
 
Broadcast Date: 9/25/14 
Source: Local 
Description: A former chief of staff and general counsel at South Carolina State University has been 
sentenced for his role in a public corruption case at the historically black school. Acting U.S. 
Attorney Beth Drake says 51-year-old Edwin Givens was sentenced Thursday to six months’ 
probation. 
 
 
Broadcast Date: 9/8/14 
Source: Local/Regional  
Description: The federal government says that about 160 of the more than 430 children are in 
Beaufort and Greenville counties. The Island Packet of Hilton Head reports that information recently 
released from the Department of Health and Human Services' Office of Refugee Settlement lists the 
counties where more than 50 children have been relocated. 
 
 
Broadcast Date: 9/3/14 
Source: Local 
Description: In the latest battle in small town politics, Chapin Mayor Skip Wilson responded to the 
latest developments in the push to form a new type of government in the town of Chapin. In a 
statement Mayor Wilson said “council members have taken it upon themselves to hold a secret 
meeting to pass a resolution to set the special election date for September 30, 2014, and now the 
Lexington County Election Commissioners have approved that date which serves the Council 
members’ own best interest and convenience, and not in compliance with the Town of Chapin 
ordinances.” 
 
 
Broadcast Date: 8/21/14 
Source: Local 
Description: West Columbia Mayor Joe Owens called a news conference Thursday afternoon to 
respond to an independent investigation that alleges he abuses his power. The news conference 
almost didn't happen. Owens engaged in a standoff with Councilman Tem Miles, a vocal critic of the 
mayor, before the news conference started. 
 
 



 
 
Broadcast Date: 8/15/14 
Source: Local 
Description: South Carolinians are sharing strong and sharply different opinions with the federal 
government about the prospect of oil derricks going up off the state's coast. Dozens of residents 
have commented as the federal Bureau of Ocean and Energy Management begins the process of 
deciding where new oil and gas leases on the Outer Continental Shelf should be issued for the period 
between 2017 and 2022 
 
 
 
Broadcast Date: 8/13/14 
Source: Local/National 
Description: Top elected officials in Beaufort County are criticizing the federal government over the 
secrecy involved in bringing immigrant children to the state. State Sen. Tom Davis says it's 
disrespectful to the state. The Island Packet of Hilton Head also reports that Sheriff P.J. Tanner says 
the federal government has overstepped its bounds keeping the state and the county in the dark. 
 
 
Broadcast Date: 8/7/14 
Source: Local 
Description: A report made public on Tuesday alleges West Columbia mayor Joe Owens abused his 
power and intimidated people who didn't back his plans. The report, put together by Columbia lawyer 
Robert Bolchoz, who served as independent investigator in the case, was based on audio recordings, 
city records and more than two dozen interviews with city employees. 
 
 
Broadcast Date: 7/24/14 
Source: Local/Regional 
Description: Millions of dollars in health insurance rebates will be coming to consumers in South 
Carolina and North Carolina from companies the government says spent too much of premium 
dollars on profits and red tape last year. The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services released 
data Thursday showing that more than 205,000 consumers in South Carolina will receive more than 
$13 million in rebates. That's an average refund of $92 per family. 
 
 
Broadcast Date: 7/17/14 
Source: Local 
Description: Midlands’s voters may end up having the final say in a months-long power struggle 
between West Columbia's mayor and the city council. Back in April, council voted to strip Mayor Joe 
Owens of his powers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Broadcast Date: 7/8/14 
Source: Local/National 
Description: The Federal Government has announced a third round of disaster relief money, $2.5 
Billion, for states hit by Super Storm Sandy in October of 2012. Mayor Bill Schroeder blames, in part, 
a maddening bureaucracy that led residents to put off rebuilding while they waited for federal 
guidelines. These guidelines later disqualified them from getting help from New Jersey’s $4.2 billion 
dollars in Sandy aid because their income wasn’t low enough. 
 
 
Broadcast Date: 7/1/14 
Source: Local 
Description: The state chapter of the National Federation of Independent Business has endorsed 
Gov. Nikki Haley in her re-election bid. But the top item the group praised her for Tuesday was the 
work of the Legislature, against her tax-cut recommendations. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Public Service Announcement 

 

The station aired Public Service Announcements that pertained to business and economic development.  

Announcements were varying in length (:10, :15, :20, :30, and :60); each PSA aired multiple times 

between July 1 and September 30, 2014: 

 

 

 

07-05 – 09-27-14     “EEO OPPORTUNITIES”    :15 

WACH EEO EMPLOYER-EEO OPPORTUNITIES 

 

 

 

07-05 – 09-21-14     “JOB OPENINGS AT WACH-TV57”  :15 

WACH-EEO-JOB OPENINGS AT WACHTV 

 

 

07-05 – 09-28-14    “PAUL’S VISION30      :30 

SERIOUSFUN CHILDREN NETWORK 

 

 

07-05 – 09-21-14     “PAUL’S VISION 60    :60 

SERIOUSFUN CHILDREN NETWORK 

 

 

07-05 – 09-27-14     “PAUL’S VISION “     :60 

SERIOUSFUN CHILDREN NETWORK 

 

 

07-05 – 09-06-14     “PAUL’S VISION”     :30 

SERIOUSFUN CHILDREN NETWORK 

 

 

08-09 – 09-27-14     “ARMY NATIONAL GUARD”   :15 

SCBA ARMY NATIONAL GUARD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


