
October 10, 2018

QUARTERLY ISSUES / PROGRAMS LIST

There follows a listing of the significant issues responded to by 

WACH-TV, Columbia, South Carolina,

 along with the most significant programming treatment for the period of

July 1, 2018 through September 30, 2018

The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or significance. 

This list is by no means exhaustive.



ISSUE:    PUBLIC SAFETY & CRIME PREVENTION
News at Ten Cover Stories:

Broadcast Date: 7/25/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Boat Safety

Master Deputy Derek Wilson of the Richland County Marine Patrol says “as more people head to local lakes and 
waterways this summer, boaters need to think safety before they ever hit the water. Keep a first aid kit on your vessel, 
keep the proper number of life vests on your vessel to accommodate the number of people on the vessel.” He says 
boaters need to be more vigilant about alcohol, rough waters, and windy conditions. Wilson also recommends letting 
people know when and how long you’ll be on the water.

Broadcast Date: 7/24/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Swimming Safety

Mom and Grandma look on at 8 month old baby, Hailey – a week into swim lessons. Shannon O’Lear with “Little 
Loggerheads Swim School” in Columbia says that it’s [swimming] not natural to babies. She teaches these classes 4 days 
a week. “I’ve seen 5 year olds fall into pools, and people dive in because they don’t know how to swim. I just refuse to let 
that be my child” said Carol McCall. O’Lear explains, “The parents that are out here are doing remarkably well. But they 
say they weren't always that way, especially in the beginning. When they have to get over that maternal instinct to reach 
out when their child starts crying. I start by teaching them where their air is. It's critical thinking. So, I put a child face down 
in the water and roll them into a float, so they know, that's where my air is. For parents and children coming in, it's the 
unknown. So parents are very anxious about hearing their children crying in lessons. But what I tell parents is a crying 
child is a breathing child.”

Broadcast Date: 8/8/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  School Bus Safety

With the new school year just weeks away, school bus drivers are practicing their routes and checking the nuts 
and bolts. Before taking the buses out, drivers are required to do safety checks on everything from the mirrors, to the tires, 
to the stop sign – and this happens up to four times a day. “My job is to be safe, to get your babies from the side of the 
road, on this bus, and to school safe” says Adell Yarborough. Yarborough has been a school bus driver for fourteen years. 
She says safety is number one, and it’s about more than just driving students. “I’ll tell them ‘good morning’, ‘you look 
beautiful’, and they love it. I love that. I let them know I love them and I’m gonna’ protect them as much as I can.”

Broadcast Date: 8/27/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  August Jefferson Awards

“We're trying to get to that Mayberry-style of policing. Everybody knew Andy and Barney” – and much of the 
country knows Lieutenant Danny Brown from the A & E series “Live P. D.”. He leads the community action team for the 
Richland County Sheriff’s Department. “Every single citizen in every community deserves to be able to go lay their head 
down at nighttime and not worry about the cars getting broken into, not worry about getting shot at nighttime.” Brown says 
keeping people safe from harm is a mission that started as a misguided teen following the death of his friend, Rodney, 
after he offered a ride to strangers. “Turns out they had just broken out of jail and they took him up on the road, shot him, 
took his truck, and left. And the police were like ‘Danny, you’ve gotta change man. You’ve got to find that route that maybe 
you could stop some of this stuff from happening. And I was like ‘you know, maybe I will.’”.

Broadcast Date: 828/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Urban League

Some Midlands teenagers just won a national honor, and there’s an app behind that award. Students with the 
Columbia Urban League’s “Project Ready Program” created an app to alert law enforcement in the case of a mass school 
shooting. They competed with students across the country, and won first place. “Project Ready” is a year-long program to 
prepare middle and high schoolers for college. It targets those who are at a high risk of dropping out, entering the criminal 
justice system, and being chronically unemployed. 



Broadcast Date: 9/14/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Elderly Safety

Experts say special considerations should apply to the elderly when you’re trying to get them out of harm’s way. 
Dr. Macie Smith is a Senior Care Strategist and says “most seniors don’t want to leave their homes. Using threats to 
convince them to evacuate won’t work.” She recommends putting a positive spin on the suggestion, such as saying “it’s 
important for everyone to stick together during emergencies or natural disasters”. 

Broadcast Date: 9/26/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Railway Safety

Public safety officials say that so far this year, there have been 46 train-related deaths in South Carolina. Now, 
several agencies are teaming up to save lives. In honor of Railway Safety Week, an organization called “Operation 
Lifesaver” is on a mission to travel to 40 railway crossings in South Carolina this week. People are urged to stop and wait 
if they hear a train coming, and only cross the tracks at designated public crossings. Safety officials say that it takes at 
least a whole mile for a train to come to a complete stop, and to make safe decisions with this fact in mind. 

Broadcast Date: 9/29/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Fire Fest

The 23rd Annual “Firefest” took place today in the city of Camden. Thousands went out to the city arena to learn 
about fire safety with demonstrations from firefighters. There was also food, music, and a parade. This event came just in 
time to kick off National Fire Prevention Week, which starts on October 7th. 

Public Service Announcements – Public Safety & Crime Prevention
The station aired Public Service Announcements that pertained to Public Safety and Crime issues.  Announcements were 
in varying length (:10, :15, :20, :30, and :60); each PSA aired multiple times between July 1, 2018 and September 30, 
2018:

7/1 – 9/29 “Drunk Neon 30” :30
National Highway Transportation Safety Association

7/2 – 9/30 “Loan Modification Scam Alert” :60
Neighborhood Works

7/10 – 9/29 “Call 811” (#1) :30
SC Broadcasters Association

7/1 – 9/28 “Call 811” (#2) :30
SC Broadcasters Association

7/1 – 8/31 “Call 811” (#3) :30
SC Broadcasters Association



ISSUE:  MINORITY ISSUES
Good Day News Stories:

Broadcast Date: 7/2/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Vet Legal Clinic

Indigent and low-income veterans living in South Carolina will soon have access to free legal services thanks to a 
new Veterans Legal Clinic that will open Monday, July 2 at the University of South Carolina School of Law. Approximately 
400,000 military veterans live in South Carolina, many of whom were deployed to Iraq, Afghanistan and other combat 
zones after Sept. 11, 2001. These veterans face multiple challenges when they return to the U.S. – from finding 
employment and managing disabilities to grappling with the mental health consequences of deployment. The challenges 
often result in financial and legal issues that disrupt their ability to reintegrate into their families and communities. The 
Department of Veterans Affairs has identified legal services as one of the most significant unmet needs of homeless and 
poor veterans. The School of Law’s Veterans Legal Clinic will address this demand by offering free legal services to 
indigent veterans or military families unable to afford a private lawyer. The clinic will handle legal issues that include 
financial and housing, estate planning, accessing public benefits, guardianship, divorce, custody and expunging criminal 
records. “Essentially, we want to help solve the problems that are preventing our veterans from finding or keeping a job or 
housing, so they can get back on their feet and continue improving our communities here locally just as effectively as they 
did while serving,” says Clyde “Bennett” Gore Jr., director of the clinic, who is also a School of Law alumnus and a 
veteran.

Broadcast Date: 7/11/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Dominion Donates to Harvest Hope

Today, Harvest Hope – a local food bank that serves 20 counties in South Carolina - received a ten-thousand-
dollar grant from Dominion Energy. The grant will provide food to active military, veterans, and their families through the 
program “Operation H. P.”. 

Broadcast Date: 7/12/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Foster Homes

“I would go through restaurant trashcans, get water from the side of the road.” That used to be reality for Kevin 
Cole, and it’s a reality for many others in South Carolina. After years of neglect, Cole entered the foster care system at 5 
years old where he bounced from foster home to foster home, before the Cole family adopted him at 13 years old. “I got to 
take the gavel and make it official. They had a big sign up, like when you come home with a new baby, but they had one 
for a teenager. They gave me their name, and that’s the best gift you can get. ”According to Dawn Barton of the 
Department of Social Services, “They need love, stability, support, all of the things any other child would need. They need 
to feel like they’re part of a family”. But not every child has that chance. Barton says children enter the system daily, but 
there aren’t nearly enough homes for them. “We tell folks right now that because of the crisis, once they get through the 
licensing process, to expect a call the day of or the day after. That's how critical the need is”. Right now, 600 children are 
ready and waiting to be adopted. Donna and Kenny Hutchinson became licensed foster parents last October to 3 five and 
six-year-old boys. “We hear a lot of times 'why are you doing this? You're crazy. At your age you're supposed to slow 
down and relax'” Hutchinson remarked. “It's such a worthwhile thing. I hope we’re planting seeds, that they see what a 
real family is like”.

Broadcast Date: 8/13/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Transitions Art

Passengers who fly in and out of Columbia Metropolitan Airport (CAE) are getting a colorful look at some personal 
journeys. The Transitions Homeless Shelter is painting a vibrant message of hope. For Zach Eichelberger – it’s a 
representation of where he’s been and where he’s going. Eichelberger earned his Masters in Art from Columbia 
University, but struggled to find a job. He never imagined he’d end up at Transitions Homeless Shelter for a year. But 
that’s where he reignited his passion for art. He’s hoping his work will help eliminate the stigma of homelessness. 
Eichelberger is one of six former and current Transitions residents behind this nearly 50-piece display in CAE – called 
“Reconstructing Home”. 



Broadcast Date: 8/21/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Prisoner Rights Issues

“If God can do it for one, He can do it for all” said Kelvin Gadson, a former prisoner who got a chance to become 
a better citizen. He’s now speaking out for prison reform. “Our guys need to be rehabilitated, not reincarcerated” he 
stated. Prisoners from seventeen different states are calling for better conditions inside state prisons as part of a 
nationwide prison strike that’s currently underway. Several families who lost loved ones in April’s deadly riot at Lee 
Correctional Facility are calling for programs that will create a less volatile environment. “Put programs in place to help out 
our inmates, our families. Put programs in place that are going to help them be prepared to come back into the 
community” says Gadson. Mustafa Abdullah, President of the Horry County Alliance for Educational Justice said “we have 
a task here to educate the community and the people who have the power to change mass incarceration, and transform 
it”. He says right now black people have a greater chance of being locked up that any other race. “What we are working 
on is creating new leaders so we can begin the change of contour lines.” Abdullah continued. 

Broadcast Date: 8/24/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Hometown Hotspot

Ericka Brown is the founder of the organization “Be Kind Be Great”. The non-profit is known around Columbia, but 
it’s now branding out to care for the less fortunate in Gaston, Hopkins, and Eastover. “A lot of our people don’t really like 
to surface to the city. They’re comfortable in this town, so I was like ‘why not bring something to them?’. In the house that 
was once her grandmother’s, which her father later gave her when she fell on hard times as a result of domestic violence 
and sexual abuse. She said “I was receiving food stamps at the time. I took my last $50-$60 of food stamps, and went to 
buy food to feed the homeless. Even though I was in a tough situation, I felt the need to make a difference” Brown 
continued. It was that day the non-profit was born, and two years later, the doors of this thrift store along Congaree Rd. 
have opened. Selling things like furnishings, shoes, everyday and work apparel all under $20. “Tiny Treasures in a Tiny 
Town” is how you thrift with Be Kind Be Great. We will also provide free attire to any male or female with a job interview 
who can show proof of the interview.” Brown says the funds from purchases at the thrift store go back into the community, 
and help Be Kind Be Great continue to carry out its mission. 

Broadcast Date: 9/6/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Sickle Cell

As September kicks off National Sickle Cell Awareness Month, folks in the Midlands will line up this Saturday for 
the 13th Annual “James R. Clark Memorial Sickle Cell Walk” to help draw attention to the disease. One in ten African 
Americans carry the trait for sickle cell disease. This is an opportunity to honor children, adults and families living with 
sickle cell disease and raise money for the James R. Clark Memorial Scholarship Fund. The theme, “Breaking the Sickle 
Cell Cycle One Step at a Time,” continues the legacy of the late Dr. James R. Clark, who was a trailblazer in improving 
medical treatment for sickle cell patients, as well as educating people about prevention of this chronic illness. Although 
more prevalent among people of ethnic ancestry, sickle cell disease afflicts all groups and races. 

Broadcast Date: 9/7/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Kinship Care

The Department of Social Services will soon hold special training aimed at giving children in crisis an alternative 
to foster care. DSS is promoting “Kinship Care” – a program that has been operating for three years. This is when a 
relative or adult the child in crisis already knows assumes full-time care. This would prevent them from being placed with a 
foster family they don’t know. DSS will hold special training on Monday to help families prepare.

Broadcast Date: 9/21/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Mechanical Duck

September is National Childhood Cancer Awareness Month, and patients at Palmetto Health Children’s Hospital 
are taking part in a scavenger hunt that will lead them to a “My Special AFLAC Duck”. The robotic duck is a high-tech, 
social robot that uses lifelike movements and emotions to help comfort children during their cancer treatments. AFLAC will 
start distributing the ducks nationwide to children ages three though thirteen who have been diagnosed with cancer. 



Public Service Announcements – Minority Issues
The station aired Public Service Announcements that pertained to Minority issues. Announcements were in varying length 
(:10, :15, :20, :30, and :60); each PSA aired multiple times between July 1, 2018 and September 30, 2018:

7/2 – 9/22 “Waterfowl Migration” :60
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs

7/2 – 9/29 “Hunter Reveal” :60
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs



ISSUE: EDUCATION
News at Ten Cover Stories:

Broadcast Date: 7/6/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Jewish Foundation for the Righteous Lerner Fellow

Christine Beresniova, an educator at the South Carolina Council on the Holocaust based in Columbia, was 
recently selected as one of 29 Holocaust educators from 12 states, Croatia and Poland, as a 2018 Jewish Foundation for 
the Righteous (JFR) Alfred Lerner Fellow. As a newly minted fellow, Wardwell will take part in the JFR’s Summer Institute, 
an intensive five-day course for Holocaust educators held at Columbia University from June 24th through June 28th. The 
program is a high-level, intensive academic seminar in which participants are exposed to Holocaust survivors. Teachers 
selected for the program must be English or social studies teachers at the middle or high school level, have taught at least 
five years, are at least five years from retirement and currently teach the Holocaust in their classroom. Participants each 
come from a region of the country where the JFR operates Holocaust Centers of Excellence in conjunction with a local 
Holocaust museum or center. The Fellowship program is named in memory of Alfred Lerner, the founding chairman and 
chief executive officer of MBNA Corporation, who died in October of 2002. Lerner was a long-time advisor and supporter 
of JFR programs and activities. His deep commitment to the work of JFR and in particular to his special interest in the field 
of Holocaust education, led to the seminar being endowed in his name.

Broadcast Date: 7/26/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Law Enforcement Explorers

Some local young people are getting a taste of what it’s like to fight crime. This is the SCALE summer 
competition. It is the South Carolina Association of Law Enforcement Explorers. The Explorers Program is for young 
adults 14 to 20 years old who may want a career in law enforcement. On Thursday, the Explorers underwent an “active 
shooter” scenario at Rosenwald Community Learning Center in Lexington. The scenario required the Explorers to enter 
the school, search for the gunman whilst hearing what sounded like live rounds, take the gunman down, and treat the 
wounded. After the training the Explorers were debriefed and conducted a mock news conference about the events. 
About 100 high school and college students took part in this week’s week-long training with the Lexington County Sheriff’s 
Department and Lexington Police. 

Broadcast Date: 7/27/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Healthy Hands Cooking

Slicing and dicing are just two techniques taught at “Healthy Hands Cooking” in Irmo. According to the CDC, 
about one in five children in the United States are considered obese. Certified cooking instructor Judy Etheredge is 
cooking to educate children about nutrition – and says that healthy eating starts at home. "We're busy and we don't take 
the time to prepare those healthy foods or have them available for our children." says Etheredge. During the Healthy 
Hands Cooking Camp, these chefs-in-training spend 4 days not only getting to try new and different foods, but learning 
how to cook healthier meals. Etheredge says they try to keep ingredients to a minimum to keep it easy and simple. With 
an emphasis on fruits, vegetables, and overall health – smoothies, salads, stir-fry, and pizzas win these little taste buds 
over. 

Broadcast Date: 8/14/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Teacher Supply Fund

South Carolina teachers say state funds often fall short when it comes to providing school supplies. But today, 
they got some extra help just in time for the new school year. The South Carolina Education Association (SCEA) is a 
group that looks out for the best interest of educators. This year, they’re giving teachers $275 to help out with school 
supplies. Every year, the group tries to provide teachers extra money to pay for things like markers, supplemental books, 
and other materials that can help them teach. This is a jump from the initial $200 the association gave in the year 2000. 
The SCEA president says they cant guarantee funds in the coming years, but they remain hopeful about helping out. 



Broadcast Date: 8/27/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Active Shooter Training

The University of South Carolina’s Division of Law Enforcement held and active shooter training today. In the past 
this only took place once a semester, but The Center for Teaching Excellence (TCTE) decided to make it monthly due to 
high demand. Auggie Grand from TCTE says they’re seeing more faculty attendance to these training sessions.

Broadcast Date: 9/10/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  RC Infant Safety

The City of Columbia has partnered with the Richland County Coroner’s Office in their “Safe Infant Sleep 
Campaign”. They’re hosting workshops on how to properly and safely lay your little one to bed. So far this year, 7 babies 
have died just in Richland County from sleep related deaths. The workshops teach the ABC’s: Alone in the crib; On their 
backs; Clear cribs of things like blankets and toys. Organizers say they’re stepping it up to make sure families are aware 
of how to protect their babies when sleeping. 

Broadcast Date: 9/10/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Red Cross Tips

The Carolinas are prepping for the possible arrival of Hurricane Florence. Landfall isn’t expected until later this 
week, but the time to prepare is now. The Red Cross says to build an emergency kit with food, water, and other basic 
supplies that can last at least 3 days, follow evacuation orders, know your zone, and do not try and return until officials 
say it’s safe to do so. They also urge those evacuating not to forget their pets, and prepare a kit for them as well.

Broadcast Date: 9/28/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  USC Lab

The University of South Carolina (USC) is partnering with businesses like IBM and Samsung to better its STEM 
programs. We’re told the partnering will help students get real-world, industrial and consumer applications during classes. 
The move also funded a new 15-thousand square-foot “digital transformation lab”. President of USC, Harris Pastides, is 
confident the partnership will boost the state’s economy. 

Public Service Announcements - Education
The station aired Public Service Announcements that pertained to Education issues.  Announcements were in varying 
length (:10, :15, :20, :30, and :60); each PSA aired multiple times between July 1, 2018 and September 30, 2018:

7/1 – 9/8 “SC Rider Ed.” :30
SC Broadcasters Association

8/7 – 9/30 “Read to the Big Game” :30
Department of Education



ISSUE: HEALTH SERVICES AND MEDICAL CARE
Good Day News Stories:

Broadcast Date: 7/28/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Back to School Event

As kids head back to school, several local organizations are making sure families start the school year off right. 
The 9th Annual “Jump Start Back to School” event took place at First Choice of Select Health today. Children and parents 
received free healthcare screenings, healthy groceries, and of course, backpacks, pencils, notebooks, and all of the 
supplies needed for the school year.

Broadcast Date: 7/31/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Mental Health Hotline

There’s a new mental health hotline that will work in place of calling 911 for a mental crisis. South Carolina’s 
Department of Mental Health now has a hotline that will screen what the problem is right away. They will then determine 
what kind of care the person needs. If that person needs medical help, a team will respond. Currently, all police and EMS 
have resources a patient may need. Police will still help respond with the mental health team to help keep the scene safe. 

Broadcast Date: 8/8/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Mom Pressures

Columbia mom Kate Reynolds says motherhood is no easy task, and the pressures can be overwhelming. 
“Somehow in their minds they think 'if I get rid of the baby I'm not a mother anymore I don't have to deal with the 
consequences”. She had her first child six months ago. “The feeling that you've failed and there's no going back can 
consume you sometimes. Your baby gives you nothing in terms of bonding, gratification. All they do is need you and you 
feel exhausted all the time. They're not smiling at that point, not engaging...You wonder 'who am I now?” Ann Warner with 
the Women’s Rights and Empowerment Network (WREN) says there’s no shame in new moms asking for help. “This is a 
huge life changer, and it comes with enormous pressure and responsibility. It’s not only okay, it’s actually really healthy to 
reach out and ask for help if you feel like you need it”. Recently, tennis star Serena Williams posted on social media about 
her own struggle with postpartum anxiety – it’s something Reynolds says needs to be talked about more. “It can have real, 
acute moments of crisis where you feel so overwhelmed, you may make a mistake that you regret later” says Reynolds. 
She says the goal of WREN is to provide support, help, and encouragement to moms who need it. Reynolds stated that 
“The care I received while pregnant made a world of difference”. 

Broadcast Date: 8/10/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Abused Teens

Based in Gadsden, South Carolina’s “Women Against Teen Abuse” organization was founded by Beverly Sims 
Morris. The New York Native says she was sexually abused as a teen. She now works to make sure children never have 
to deal with trauma, abuse, or bullying. Morris wants to build confidence and teach children to be leaders. The children 
participating in the organization spend the summer improving their writing and math skills, going on field trips, and 
listening to professionals in various fields to prepare them for the future. 

Broadcast Date: 8/15/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Vaccine Week

August is National Immunization Awareness Month and the South Carolina Legislature has designated Aug. 13-
19 as South Carolina Immunization Week. South Carolina Immunization Coalition and its partners, including Palmetto 
Health Children’s Hospital, remind the community of the importance of immunization. During this week, the South Carolina 
Immunization Coalition and its partners, including Palmetto Health Children’s Hospital, are encouraging South Carolinians 
of all ages to get immunized to help protect our communities against diseases and prevent some cancers.



Broadcast Date: 9/4/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  CBD Store

More people are learning what CBD Oil is now that a store selling CBD products has opened in Lexington. “The 
CBD Store” is the only store in the Midlands to exclusively sell CBD products – offering the oil in the form of gummies, 
creams, even dog treats. Store manager “Smiley” said “It's been overwhelmingly busy, but in a good way. CBD stands for 
cannabidiol. It's a cannabinoid that our bodies naturally produce. Most of us just aren't producing enough.” Experts say 
CBD comes from a chemical compound in the Cannabis plant, but unlike the plant that produces Marijuana, it does not 
get people high. Smiley explained “It’s essentially an anti-inflammatory. That’s why it’s helped so well for people who have 
chronic pain that stems from inflammation. It also helps with balancing out our mental state, helping with insomnia, 
anxiety, depression, addiction, ADHD, and the list goes on.” 

Broadcast Date: 9/18/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  MERV Unit

The Columbia Fire Department’s Medical Emergency Response Vehicle, MERV, went to the coast on 
Wednesday. This truck isn’t used to put out flames, but instead to help transfer evacuees. This crew’s mission was the 
rescue medical patients who were unable to leave or not in a position to be released by doctors out of their care. More 
than a dozen nursing home patients were transported to medical facilities in the Midlands. The MERV unit can hold up to 
21 patients and provide an array of medical services, including advanced life support. 

Broadcast Date: 9/19/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Columbia Relief

As recovery efforts from Florence continue, donations from all over the country are starting to come in. One group 
in the Midlands, which started right after the flood of 2015, is helping to coordinate the collection and distribution of 
donations. From Red Cross, to the United Way, to the City, to the University of South Carolina, The group is in charge of 
making sure everyone is moving in the same direction and sharing resources to move efficiently. 

Public Service Announcements – Health Services & Medical Care
The station aired Public Service Announcements that pertained to Health Care and Education, child health and teen drug 
abuse, child safety, and other miscellaneous topics.  Announcements were in varying length (:10, :15, :20, :30, and :60); 
each PSA aired multiple times between July 1, 2018 and September 30, 2018:

8/27 – 9/4 “City of Hope :15” :15
City of Hope – Cancer Research

7/1 – 9/30 “City of Hope :30” :30
City of Hope – Cancer Research

7/23 – 9/29 “SU2C Clinical Trials” :30
Stand Up to Cancer

7/2 – 8/6 “SU2C Clinical Trials” :60
Stand Up to Cancer

8/18 – 9/2 “SU2C” :60
Stand Up to Cancer

7/21 – 9/30 “Light the Night :30” :30
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society

7/21 – 9/29 “Light the Night :60” :60
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society

7/21 – 9/29 “Not One Type” :30
American Red Cross



ISSUE: CIVIC RESPONSIBILITIES
News at Ten Cover Stories:

Broadcast Date: 7/3/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Suicide Awareness

According to the Richland County Coroner Gary Watts, the county is averaging two to three suicides every week. 
It’s a crisis some say needs to be pulled from under the rug. “We suffered one in January ourselves”, Watts says. “Our 
Deputy Chief committed suicide. You’d think for people who are around it all the time, we’d recognize the signs, but we 
didn’t.” The Youth Suicide Prevention Agency and many others like it, say suicide is one-hundred-percent preventable as 
long as people speak up and reach out. “ If anyone is affected by suicide, local law enforcement is trained to offer support. 
The suicide hotline is available around the clock for free. There is also a text option for anyone looking to find support and 
local resources. 

Broadcast Date: 7/16/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Ride to Remember

350 cyclists wrapped up the 10th Annual “A Ride to Remember” this weekend. The cyclists braved the heat to 
benefit the 89 thousand people affected by Alzheimer’s Disease in South Carolina. So far, the 3-day cross-state cycling 
event has raised over 547-thousand dollars of an overall 740-thousand-dollar goal. The riders started in Simpsonville on 
Friday, made stops in Newberry and Orangeburg, and wrapped up in Mt. Pleasant. With the names of their loved ones on 
their backs, the bikers are remembering for those who can’t. 

Broadcast Date: 7/24/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Rosewood Cleanup

For 3 months, Clayton Woodward took it upon himself to clean a nearly two-mile stretch of Rosewood Drive every 
day. “I’m used to being outside, so I just started picking up pieces of trash. The next thing I know, a man asks me if I’d like 
to get paid for doing this.” Woodward said. Dave Britt of the Rosewood Merchant’s Association hired Woodward two years 
ago. Britt said “It’s a big job and not necessarily a glamorous job, but I think he’s risen to the occasion and done a great 
job”. 

Broadcast Date: 8/6/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Bike Run for Troops

More than 100 bikers gathered at the Texas Roadhouse in Columbia for the 15th Annual “Together we Ride” 
bike run. The event raises funds for “Home for our Troops”, and organization that builds specialized, custom homes for 
injured and disabled veterans. The Bikers set out from the Texas Roadhouse and ended at Thunder Tower in Elgin. The 
run is part of a nationwide fundraiser, with organizers expecting over 8,000 riders to participate.

Broadcast Date: 8/15/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Rice Non-Profit

Antrinette Means has a message – “Balls up; Guns down”. Her son, 17 year-old Amon Rice was a star basketball 
player who lost his life to gun violence in May. “I am going to fight as much as I can behind this gun violence” says Means. 
She’s encouraging young people to find more positive outlets to avoid teen drama. Twenty-two people were arrested in 
connection to Rice’s death. Some are out on bond and will be returning back to the school Rice once attended. Now 
Means is determined to keep any retaliations from happening. “Just please go to school, get your education. Do it for 
Amon” pleads Means. “I couldn’t save my baby, but I feel like out of everything that’s going on in this world, I’m going to 
save somebody – I’m going to save some kids.”



Broadcast Date: 8/24/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Crossing Guard

On the corner of Waverly and Elmwood in Columbia, Officer Edmonds has come back for his third year as a 
crossing guard. But he’s made it so much more than just a job. “Even though the sign says 7-8:30am, I’m out here 
additional time for the latecomers. I say ‘please hurry up so you can eat your breakfast. They’ll run and hug you – about 
knock you down. In the winter months I passed out 600 dollars’ worth of coats and tennis shoes to the kids” Edmonds 
says. Tammie Ragin is the school secretary, and she says the entire community is touched by Edmonds’ kindness. 
“Seeing him out there gives a sense of ‘everything is going to be okay’. He always has a smile on his face, he’s pointing at 
you, making sure you’re doing the right thing” said Ragin. 

Broadcast Date: 9/19/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Carolina Wildlife

Right now, The Carolina Wildlife Center is caring for 300 animals after Hurricane Florence rolled through last 
week. These are animals that are in a lot of cases dehydrated, coming in cold and wet. People are finding them in their 
yards and bringing them in where they are stabilized and raised until they’re ready for release. Currently the center is 
caring for 98 squirrels, 9 possums, 10 turtles, and 27 birds – all of which came in after the storm. 

Broadcast Date: 9/20/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Florence Donation

Trace Wingard donated blood for the first time Thursday. “That was my encouragement when I felt sick – ‘I’m 
going to save three lives.’” Wingard is the student body president at Airport High School. The Red Cross teamed up with 
the school to host a blood drive to help Hurricane Florence victims. “We knew we wanted to do something and we already 
had a blood drive coming up. So we were like ‘yea we're going to send this blood to the hurricane victims' and that would 
be our service project so we could do something for them.” Wingard explained. Nicole Davis is a phlebotomist with the 
South Carolina Red Cross. “High school kids are really good about coming and donating” she explained. The storm forced 
the Red Cross to call off more than 50 blood drives in the state. Because of the cancellations, the organization needs 13-
hundred units of blood to catch up. 

Broadcast Date: 9/25/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Acts of Kindness

Bob Votruba and his dog, Boggart, have been traveling the country in his “kindness bus”. The bus is covered with 
positive messages about how kindness helps the world go ‘round. On Tuesday, the Cleveland man set up at the corner of 
Bull St. and Gervais St. in downtown Columbia, Drivers in Columbia welcomed his positive messages with a honk, a 
wave, and a thumbs up. Votruba says he came up with the idea after the 2007 mass shooting at Virginia Tech. He calls 
his mission “One Million Acts of Kindness”. “As they drive by they see this sign, their face seems to soften, oh my 
goodness I can be a little kinder, remember to be kind, I think people still want kindness in their lives, they want kindness 
for their families, they want kindness for their community, no matter who they are." He also speaks to children in schools 
about bullying, and encouraging them to always show kindness. 



Public Service Announcements – Civic Responsibilities
The station aired Public Service Announcements that pertained to Civic Responsibilities, including need for volunteerism, 
community pride, combating littering, and other miscellaneous topics.  Announcements were varying in length (:10, :15, 
:20, :30, and :60); each PSA aired multiple times between July 1, 2018 and September 30, 2018:

7/31 – 9/15 “Benefits :30” :30
Army National Guard

7/2 – 9/21 “Guard Careers :15” :15
Army National Guard

7/1 – 9/25 “Guard Careers :30” :30
Army National Guard

7/2 – 9/29 “STEM :30” :30
Army National Guard

7/1 – 9/22 “Heart of the Soldier :30” :30
Army National Guard

7/7 – 9/14 “Something Greater :30” :30
Army National Guard

8/4 – 9/27 “Girl Scouts :15” :15
Girl Scouts of the USA

7/20 – 9/29 “Girl Scouts :30” :30
Girl Scouts of the USA



ISSUE: Business and Economic Development
Good Day News Stories:

Broadcast Date: 7/13/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Lexpo

Some of the best-of-the-best are here in Lexington. From Restaurants, to home services, to fitness, and more, the 
options are endless. Hidden Treasures Boutique is a newbie in town. It was opened six months ago by Brianna Blaney 
and Auburn Dahlgre. “It’s easy. It’s convenient for us. We have our children here, our families are established. I feel like 
it’s where we’re meant to be” they agreed. Clean Juice is also a new business of Sunset Blvd. They serve up what they 
call the “cleanest tasting smoothies and juice you can get”. The Charlotte-based franchise says when the company started 
taking off at home, it looked to Lexington as an expansion opportunity

Broadcast Date: 7/24/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Lexington 2 Teachers

Lexington School District Two is offering a 25-hundred dollar signing bonus for critical needs teachers for this 
upcoming school year. Right now, the starting salary for a teacher with a Bachelors Degre is about 35-thousand dollars. “I 
know it’s a very competitive hiring environment these days in the Midlands” said District Two representative Dawn 
Kujawa. “Being that we are a smaller district, the bonus kind of offers us a competitive edge, maybe even an initiative for 
them to look at us.” Kujawa says right now the district has positions that qualify for the bonus in math, science, special 
education, and foreign languages. 

Broadcast Date: 7/30/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Plastic Bag Ban

Riverkeepers say plastic pollution is a problem, and now it’s popping up more in conversation. Now, Richland 
County Council members are speaking up to do away with them. Last Tuesday, Councilman Seth Rose sponsored a 
motion to move forward in a potential plastic bag ban. “I’d like to think we want to act before it’s too late” he said. “We 
need to look beyond what's convenient for us and take care of our planet and our county and leave it with our 
grandchildren in a better place than we found it. I don't know if that's happening right now”. According to state 
conservationists, plastic bag pollution is the second-leading killer of aquatic wildlife. Rose says it’s time to consider re-
usable bags instead of plastic, to protect our natural resources. 

Broadcast Date: 8/3/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Airport

150 new jobs are headed to the Midlands. Columbia Metropolitan Airport (CAE) announced Friday that Air 
Wisconsin will create a flight crew based at CAE starting in October. Air Wisconsin will operate as United Express. The 
airline already does so for flights from Columbia to Chicago, and Washington-Dulles. Lynne Douglas, a spokesperson for 
CAE, says the airport staff is thrilled to bring more jobs to the Midlands. “ This will be the first flight crew base for Air 
Wisconsin in the South East. There are other flight crew bases in Washington-Dulles, Chicago. So it's a really big deal for 
us to have something like this in Columbia because we are the front door to the community” said Douglas. The majority of 
the jobs are flight crew based, meaning pilots and flight attendants. 

Broadcast Date: 8/13/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Job Fair

An international company is making its way to the Midlands. Hundreds of people lined up at a job fair at the A.C. 
Jackson Wellness Center Saturday. Hoping to get one of about 400 jobs up for grabs by the company -JUSHI. It’s a 
fiberglass production company based out of China. This growth comes after thousands of jobs were lost last year when 
the VC Summer Plant shut down. In addition, Element Electronics laid off over 100 workers just last week. The pay for 
these jobs is expected to start at about 16 dollars per hour. 



Broadcast Date: 8/15/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  West Columbia Career Fair

The City of West Columbia is hosting a Career Fair to showcase the open positions in different departments 
throughout the city on Tuesday, August 21, 2018, from 11 AM – 4 PM, in the New Brookland Room at City Hall. Recently, 
the Police Department created a recruitment program to meet the growing need for qualified applicants. Open positions 
include police officer, firefighter, water systems maintenance worker, and more. For more information on the open 
positions, visit the website: westcolumbiasc.gov/employment.

Broadcast Date: 9/16/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Soda City FC

There’s a new team in town – and it’s not your average soccer team. They’re called “Soda City FC”. The team 
joins more than 200 others in the United Premier Soccer League. Head Coach and Vice President, Patrick Burnette, 
teamed up with President Tony Baker after hearing about a similar team in Spartanburg. “The two of us decided to travel 
and watch the tryouts...and it kind of sparked the whole idea from that. We said we can do this better than its being done 
now. We can do this right. It’s what Columbia wants” Burnette said. There are 27 players on the team, all coming from 
different backgrounds and places. “We thought this would be a great way to create a festival type environment so mom 
and dads can get out there and enjoy themselves , have a kid zone so kids can enjoy themselves too. Oh yeah there’s a 
great soccer game going on that kind of brings everybody together In the community” explained Burnette. The team won 
its first game last weekend, and they hope to keep the momentum going. 

Broadcast Date: 9/18/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  Fairfield Exemption

A tariff exemption will keep a Fairfield County manufacturer in business. The U.S. Department of Commerce’s 
updated tariff list now excludes TV parts, which is good news for Element Electronics in Winnsboro. In early August, the 
TV-maker announced they would close the plant and lay off more than 100 people

Broadcast Date: 9/28/18
Source:  Local/Regional
Description:  JUSHI Plant

“We’ve made a 300-million-dollar commitment to South Carolina, to Columbia, to Richland County.”
Hundreds of new jobs continue to move closer to Columbia as Chinese Company – JUSHI – follows through with its 
expansion in the United States. JUSHI, which means “giant stone”, is the world’s largest fiberglass manufacturer, and is 
about to complete construction on its first manufacturing site built in the U.S. It’s part of Columbia’s Pineview Industrial 
Park along Shop Rd. It’s the largest factory ever build in Richland County, and will be the largest in the Southeast. The 
factory is expected to open in the first quarter of 2019, and is expected to hire around 400 workers. By 2021, JUSHI 
expects to have 800 employees at the facility. 

Public Service Announcements – Business & Economic Development
The station aired Public Service Announcements that pertained to business and economic development.  Announcements 
were varying in length (:10, :15, :20, :30, and :60); each PSA aired multiple times between July 1, 2018 and September 
30, 2018:

7/14 – 9/29 “SC MEP” :30
South Carolina Broadcasters Association


