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DESCRIPTION: Rev. Al Sharpton opened today’s show live from his WBLS studio 
in New York. He first recognized Easter Sunday, and stated this is the first time 
people must experience this day at home. While Donald Trump was pushing to relax 
social distancing orders for Easter Sunday, Rev. Sharpton told listeners that you 
can’t celebrate Jesus’ resurrection by risking people’s lives. Before continuing, Rev. 
Sharpton announced that he was dedicating today’s broadcast to Mr. Earl Graves 
Sr., founder of Black Enterprise magazine, who passed away earlier this week. Rev. 
Sharpton continued by naming those who recently passed away due to COVID-19, 
including the honorable Minister Abdul Hafeez Muhammad, East Coast 
representative for the Nation of Islam. Rev. Sharpton told listeners to understand 
that if the government can find tax-filing citizen to deliver stimulus checks, they can 
find them to deliver mail-in ballots. Before opening the lines for listeners to join 
today’s conversation, Rev. Sharpton discussed the impact COVID-19 is having on 
the Black and Brown populations as 29% of NYC’s infected patients are Black. As 
listeners engaged with today’s broadcast, one caller expressed her concern 
regarding social distancing on public transportation. She stated that when riding 
the bus or train to work, there are only two feet between passengers, if that, and 
questioned how local governments are handling social distancing and the working 
people who need public transportation to get to work. Rev. Sharpton responded by 
noting that the concept of social distancing is a class issue. Many people (of color) 
are still required to go to work because they don’t have jobs that permit them to 
work from home. Thus, they’re forced be around each other in close quarters. 

FOLLOWING THE BREAK: Rev. Sharpton continued to engage with listeners as 
they expressed their concerns about coronavirus. He noted that there is a lot of new 
information surfacing about the virus, which is proving that more is happening than 
the government is sharing. One caller noted that includes what’s happening with 
prisoners and the decision to release low-level offenders to help prevent the spread 
of the virus. 


