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DESCRIPTION: Rev. Al Sharpton opened today’s show live from his WBLS studio 
in New York. He began by discussing the 48 states that have begun to reopen or will 
reopen after being on a two-month lockdown. Rev. Sharpton explains the 
government’s reasoning is based on a decrease in the number of coronavirus cases, 
and that states are making a “gradual” return. He continued by saying Donald 
Trump’s push to release stay-at-home restrictions for the good of the economy. Rev. 
Sharpton pointed out that this is the biggest economic down turn the country has 
seen since the Great Depression. He asked listeners to ask themselves when we say 
“when.” Rev. Sharpton furthered the discussion by addressing the fatal police 
shooting of Breonna Taylor, a Louisville, KY resident who was gunned down by the 
police after mistaking her home for the home of a murder suspect. He stated that he 
and the National Action Network are working with Taylor’s family and their 
attorney, Ben Crump, to find justice for Breonna. Rev. Sharpton also discussed 
Magic Johnson is donating $100 million to fund loans to small business via his 
EquiTrust venture. EquiTrust is a nonbank lender that specializes in financing 
minority- and women-owned companies, to offer Paycheck Protection Program 
loan. Before opening the phone lines for caller’s to join today’s show, Rev. Sharpton 
highlighted Barack Obama’s virtual HBCU commencement speech and the more 
than 27,000 HBCU grads that turned their tassels yesterday. He also noted that 
today is the anniversary of Brown v. Board of Education.

FOLLOWING THE BREAK: 

Rev. Sharpton engaged with listeners as they expressed their thoughts on today’s 
topics. Several callers shared their gratitude and praise of Magic Johnson’s 
initiative while others wanted to know what it’s going to take to stop police from 
brutalizing Black men. Other callers discussed the stats surrounding coronavirus 
and want to highlight the fact that people are in fact recovering from the virus. 


