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ISSUE:  CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK UPDATES: CDC RECOMMENDS 
PEOPLE TO WEAR MASKS OUTSIDE.
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TITLE: “SUNDAY’S WITH REV. AL SHARPTON”
DATE AIRED: SUNDAY, APRIL 5, 2020
TIME AIRED: 09:00 AM – 10:00 AM (E.D.T.)
DURATION: 1 – HOUR (60 – MINUTES) 
TYPE: TALK SHOW/OPEN FORUM 
DESCRIPTION: Rev. Al Sharpton began today’s show live from his home studio at 
MSNBC in New York. He first recognized today as Palm Sunday then began 
discussing the latest Coronavirus pandemic updates. Rev. Sharpton noted that the 
CDC is now advising the public to wear masks and gloves if they need to go outside. 
He then stated that government officials say the next seven to 14 days will be crucial 
as the number of deaths and confirmed cases are sure to go up. Rev. Sharpton also 
noted that federal government is already discussing a second stimulus package as 
many have stated that the initial $1200 per person and $2400 per couple is simply 
not enough. The conversation continued by discussing the concern for inmates 
threatened with contracting the virus. Rev. Sharpton stated that he spoke with 
Donald Trump regarding prisoners and this pandemic last week, but has yet to see 
any movement on a federal level. Before opening the phone lines for callers to join 
today’s broadcast, Rev. Sharpton also addressed the Florida and Georgia 
governors’ slow and lackluster response to the spread of COVID-19. The governor 
of Georgia has opened beaches, but continues to ban large gatherings, which seems 
counterproductive. The governor of Florida claimed not to know that a-
symptomatic carriers of the virus could spread the virus. He also informed listeners 
that Trump announced he wanted to relax some of the current social distancing 
orders to allow people to celebrate Easter together, something Rev. Sharpton also 
called out as being counterproductive. One caller raised concerns about the 
Coronavirus as it relates to Trump and the upcoming election. He stated that the 
virus is what’s going to get Trump re-elected because no one is going to turn up at 
the polls. 

FOLLOWING THE BREAK: 

Rev. Sharpton reminded listeners that NAN is providing meals to residents in NYC, 
Irvington, NJ, and soon, Atlantic City. Callers rejoined to conversation, with one 
saying that treatments for the virus are catered towards the rich and famous. 
Another call reiterated that fact, asking why only people with money are getting 
access to scarce testing. Another caller pointed out that every Republican president 
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has taken America into a recession since Teddy Roosevelt. Another caller followed 
up by saying the federal government’s response and management during a recession 
is disturbing. Rev. Sharpton added that Trump didn’t cause the virus, but he did 
fail the American people by refusing to react (in a timely matter). 


