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DESCRIPTION: Rev. Al Sharpton opened today’s broadcast from his WBLS studio 
in New York. Rev. Sharpton began the show by recognizing what would have been 
James Brown’s 87th birthday. He continued by addressing the growing coronavirus 
pandemic, and the fact that some states like Georgia, Texas, and Tennessee were 
easing stay-at-home restrictions in preparation to reopen completely. As other states 
open, NYC Governor Cuomo said the move is “premature,” and while the need for 
jobs is important, the need to control a global pandemic should matter even more. 
Rev. Sharpton noted that the decision to ease lockdown restrictions so early is now a 
risk being posed to millions of people. Rev. Sharpton continued the show by 
discussing the fatal shooting of 25-year-old Ahmuad Arbery, who died at the hands 
of two white men in a pick-up truck. He informed listeners that Ahmuad was 
jogging in Brunswick, GA when two white men blocked off the street and wrestled 
with him until killing him with two shot gun wounds. Rev. Sharpton stated that this 
was another example of injustice that will not be tolerated. Rev. Sharpton then 
opened up the phone lines for listeners to join today’s conversation. With COVID-
19 flooding headlines, several callers were concerned about the country’s response 
to combating the virus. One caller, who works at a shelter, asked what cities are 
doing to protect their respective homeless populations and where supplies for them 
are being sent. Another caller was frustrated with the COVID testing process, 
explaining that many testing sites are in predominately white neighborhoods or 
locations that are not easily accessible without a car. 

FOLLOWING THE BREAK: 

Rev. Sharpton continued to engage with callers as they shared their thoughts on 
today’s topics. In addition to the lack of supplies, several callers wanted to know if a 
rent hold will be implemented alongside the moratorium on mortgages. 


